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This State Court Case load Statis­
tics: Annual Report, 1976 is the 
second in a series of documents con­
taining statistical caseload data 
compiled from the annual reports of 
each state court system and from 
other available data. It is the re­
sult of the cooperative effort of 
the National Center for State Courts 
and the Conference of State Court 
Administrators to develop within the 
National Center a national database 
of state court caseload statistics. 

Questions of validity and accuracy 
of source data, as well as caveats 
regarding variation in reporting 
periods, court organization, subject 
matter jurisdiction, definitions 
used by the states, and demographic 
characteristics make it imperative 
that the data contained in th is re­
port be used with extreme caution. 
Care must be exercised in attempting 
to compare even the broadest cate-

1lhe Conference of State Court Ad­
min is tra tors (CDSCA) has conti nued 
to give its support to the National 
Court Statistics Project to estab­
lish in the National Center for 
State Courts (NCSC) the capability 
of gathering, analyzing, and dissem­
inating s,tatistical information on 
each state court system in the na­
tion. The project has been made a 
cooperative effort between caSCA and 
the NCSC by giving policy control 
and direction over the project to a 
committee of state court administra­
tors selected from CDSCA. 

Th is second annual report presents 
data for the appellate courts and 
trial courts of general, limited, or 
special juriSdiction of the several 
states. The addition of limited and 
special jurisdiction court data has 
increased greatly the volume of data 
displayed. 

The scope of this report is limit­
ed and pertains only to the year 

iii 

• 

gories of case flow for 1976. 
The National Center has been 

heartened by the expressions of in­
terest and cooperation coming from 
court personnel all over the coun­
try. With few exceptions, they dem­
onstrated willingness to help the 
National Center develop an accurate 
national data base of state court 
case load statistics. The ass istatnce 
and leadership of the CaSCA and es­
pecially the National Court Statis­
tics Project (NCSP) Committee 
chaired by James R. James, have been 
invaluable in bringing order out of 
the present confusion. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Director 
National Center for State Courts 

1976. Since that year, as well as 
from 1975 to 1976, there have been 
changes in court structure and re­
porting procedures in several of the 
individual states. This report, 
along with the baseline data pro­
vided by the 1975 report, provides a 
means for measuring the effects of 
such changes. 

Persons making use of this book 
are requested to read and be guided 
by the introductory section and, in 
particular, the restrictions set 
forth therein. Any attempt to com­
pare the case load data of the states 
is risky and should not be attempted. 

James R. James, Chairman 
NCSP Committee 
Conference of State Court 

Administrators 

;,.. 
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Executive SUmrTlar, 

Substantial effort by the 
National Court Statistics Project 
(NCSP) staff and the Conference of 
State Court Administrators NCSP 
Committee was required to develop a 
methodology for displaying natio~­
wide state court case load for the 
first annual report. During prelim­
inary attempts to aggregate avail­
able statistics into specific group­
ings, it became obvious that any 
realistic compilation must have a 
structure derived from, not super­
imposed upon, the data reported by 
the states. This second annual re­
port reflects that orientation and 
emphasis, with augmentations made to 
better display the data and to accom­
modate the addition of limited juris­
diction data. The summary statis­
tics as presented here therefore re­
flect the existing situation in 
state court statistics. 

For the reader of this document, 
cautionary notes necessarily abound. 
Because of many state-to-state vari­
ations in the kinds of data report­
ed, the summary tables in this annual 
report do not permit extensive, val­
id, direct comparisons of caseflow 
among states without careful exami­
nation of all the factors involved 
in assuring that the data are com­
parable. Variations in data availa­
bility, court organization, subject 
matter jurisdiction, definitions of 
cases and units of count, reporting 
periods, and the degrees of complete­
ness and accuracy of data all com­
bine to make cross-jurisdictional 
comparisons extremely complex. These 
vari&tions are discussed in general 
term& in the introduction to the re­
port on pages 6 through 10. More 

vi 
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specific cautionary notes are given 
in the discussions of individual 
tables. The limitations on analysis 
section (pages 10 to 12) provides an 
indication of the kinds of analysis 
that can and cannot be made with the 
data in this report. 

Comparisons between the 1976 data 
contained in this report and the 1975 
data contained in the first report in 
this series should be made only after 
careful examination of the factors 
mentioned above to ascertain that 
these factors have not changed for 
the particular court. 

Production of the annual report 
series is an evolutionary process 
with the long-term goal of improve­
ment of the statistical series being 
foremost for the National Court Sta­
tistics Project. This process is 
discussed on pages 12 through 13 with 
the dynamics for improvement and in­
terrelationships of project docu­
ments being discussed on pages 13 
through 15. 

In terms of the structure of this 
annual report, summary statistical 
tables in Part I were constructed 
from the individual court profiles 
for all the states found in Part II. 
Data were first compiled into nation­
wide volume statistics (beginning 
pending, filed, disposed, and end 
pending), and then the volume statis­
tics were broken down where possible 
into broad category classifications, 
which were chosen to reflect the 
kinds of data being reported by the 
states. This approach required ini­
tial preparation of an overview court 
organization chart and an individual 
statistical profile for each state's 
appellate and trial courts. The re-

" 

" ( ~~ 

suIting documentation makes up Part 
II of this report (pages 143 to 384). 

Data availability has improved 
greatly from the first half of this 
century, when the first national com­
pilation of caseload data was at­
tempted. This improvement in the 
quantity of available data has con­
tinued with significantly more data 
being reported for 1976 than for 1975 
(see page 24 for appellate courts and 
page 55 for trial courts). At least 
some gross volume data are displayed 
in this report for all appellate 
courts, for all trial courts of gen­
eral jurisdiction, and for 118 of the 
183 trial Courts of limited or spe­
cial jurisdiction. For much of the 
data reported, however, the validity 
and reliability has not been ascer­
tained. 

Several general observations can 
be made about the 1976 state Court 
caseflow data. First, in addition 
to the increase in data available, 
the number of cases filed in the 
courts has also increased from 1975 
to 1976. The caseflow estimates in­
dicate that the number of cases filed 
per judge has increased. Most trial 
courts also reported increases in the 
number of filings from 1975 to 1976. 
Second, the courts have managed to 
handle this increase in filings fair­
ly well with most courts disposing 
between 90.0 and 100.0 percent of the 
number of cases filed and a few 
courts disposing of more cases than 
were filed. The disposition rates 
of less than 100.0 percent, however, 
mean that most courts are increasing 

vii 

their pending caseload. For Courts 
reporting pending caseload, most had 
increases of less than 20.0 percent. 
Finally, for Courts reporting pending 
and filed data, the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a 
percent of the number of cases filed 
was less than 50.0 percent for most 
courts of last resort, less than 70.0 
percent for most intermediate appel­
late Courts and for oivil caseflow 
in most trial courts, less than 50.0 
percent for oriminal case flow in most 
trial courts, and less than 30.0 per­
cent for traffio and juvenile case­
flow in most trial Courts. 

The composition of the case load 
of the Courts is also of interest. 
In the appellate courts, the data 
available indicate that approximate­
ly 55 percent of the appeals filed 
in 1976 were civil appeals. For the 
trial courts in 1976 the case load es­
timates indicate that of the 71 to 
108 million cases filed, over 13 per­
cent were civil cases, almost 13 per­
cent were crimin~\l cases, over 72 
percent were t'rat'fic cases, and al-. 
most 1.5 percent were juvenile cases. 

The detail charts and statisti­
cal profiles in Part II are helpful 
references because they indicate not 
only the organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts in 
each state, but also the differences 
in reporting periods, units of count, 
and variations in case categories and 
classifications. They show at a 
glance how much data were available 
for comparison purposes. 

, 
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2: Reported appellate court caseflow for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate courts, and all 
appellate courts, 1976. 
Number and percent change in pending. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts. Number of judges in each appellate court. 1976 state population in thousands. Reported 
national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented • 

Detailed category caseflow for courts of last resort, 1976. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented ••••••••••••• 

3: 

Detailed category caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented •••••••••• 

~ : 

5: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as percent of filed. Number and percent change 
in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population ••••••••• 

6: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 
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Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population ••••••• 

Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

Case flow for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for courts of last 
r'esort, 1976 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Caseflow for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for intermediate 
appellate courts, 1976 • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate cour"s, 1976. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, 
and to decision announced. Argument or' submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and 
statistic type (mean or median) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Filed cases for appellate courts, 1967-1976. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Number and percent change in filed cases year to year for appellate courts, 1967-1976. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data • • ••••• 

Reported national caseflow (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction, 
limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1976. 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffic, and total cases filed and disposed in all tr~al courts 

Reported general jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state popul~tion and number of judges ••••• 

Reported limited jurisdiction case flow , 1976. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of judges 

General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts total caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts civil caseflow, 1976. 
States ranlced by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Auto tort case flow for trial courts, 1976 
states ranked by population. Courts reporting auto tort case flow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Non-auto tort case flow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting non-auto tort caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population •••••• 

Total tort case flow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by populatJon. Courts reporting tort (auto tort, non-auto tort, or unclassified tort) 
case flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed per 100,000 population • • • • • • • • • •• • ••••••••• 

Contract case flow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting contract caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Small claims caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting small claims caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 
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Table 26: Property rights caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ran';,·d by population. Courts reporting property rights caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Table 27: Domestic relations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

Table 28: 

Table 29: 

states ranked by population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseflow. Disposed and end pending 
as a percent, of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

Probate caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting probate caseflow. Disposed and 
of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Mental health casefloH for tr'ial courts, 1976. 

end pending as a percent 

states ranked by population. Courts reporting mental health caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population •••••• 

Table 30: Civil appeals case flow for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by popul<'ltion. Courts reporting civil appeals caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population •••••• 

Table 31: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all ~rial courts criminal caseflow, 1976. 

Table 32: 

Table 33: 

Table 3~: 

Table 35: 

Table 36: 

Table 37: 

Table 38: 

Table 39: 

Table ~O: 

Table ~l: 

Table 42: 

Table ~3: 

Table ~~: 

Table ~5: 

Table ~6: 

States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pending • • • • • • • • •••••••• 

Felony case flow for general jurisdiction courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseflow. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 population • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••• 

Misdemeanor caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
100,000 population •••••••••••••••••••• 

Combined felony and misdemean,;," caseflow, 1976. 
states ranked by population within unit of count groupings. 
felony/misdemeanor caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population ••••• 

Ordinance violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population within unit of count groupings. 
caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Filed per 100,000 population ••••••••••••••• 

Felony preliminary caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population within unit of count groupings. 
caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a percen" of filed. 
Filed per 100,000 population ••••••••••••••• 

Criminal appeals case flow for trial COU1'tS, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. 
caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Filed per 100,000 population ••••••••••••••• 

Criminal disposition types for trial courts, 1976. 

Courts reporting misdemean~r ~~~aflow. 
percent change in pending. Filed per 

Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or 
percent of filed. Number and percent 

Courts reporting ordinance violations 
Number and percent change in pending. 

Courts reporting felony preliminary 
Number and percent change in pending. 

Courts reporting criminal appeals 
Number and percent change in pending • 

States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal disposition 
types. Pleas, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted nolle prosequi, and dismissed. 
Each disposition type as a percent of criminal dispositions • : •••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal trial data for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal trial data. 
Case categories included in data are listed. Trial definitions. Jury and non-jury trials as a 
percent of total trials. Jury, non-jury, and total trials as a percent of criminal dispositions 

General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts traffic caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

OWl/OUr caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Courts reporting Dwr/Dur case flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent 
of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

other traffic violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. ~ 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting other traffic violations caseflow. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Courts reporting traffic ~isposition type data. Pleas, violations 
bureau, bailor bond forfeitures, total convictions, trial convictions acquitted nolle prosequi 
and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of traffic di3Posit10ns ••• '. • • • ' 

General jUrisdiction, limited juri~diction, and all trial courts juvenile caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed an¢ end pending as a perqent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Delinquency caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
states ranked by population. Courts r'eporting delinquency caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Dependency and neglect case flow for trial courts, 1976. 
Stat~s ranked by population. Courts reporting dependency and neglect 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent ohange in pending. 
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Table 47: 

Table 48: 

Table 49: 

Status offenses caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting status offenses caseflow. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population •••••• 

Jury trials for civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total caseflow. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting jury trial data. Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, 
and total dispositions. Jury trials as a percent of dispositions • • • • • • •• • •.••••• 

Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1967-1976. 

Table 50: 
Number and percen'/; change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year 

for trial courts, 1967-1976. 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data •• 

Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data • • ., •••••• 

List of state court statistical profiles 

Prototype 
state Court System, 1976 ••••••••••• 
Court of last resort or intermediate appellate 
court ••••••••••••••• 

Court of general, limited, or special 
jurisdj~tion ••••••••••••• 

Alabama 
Alabama Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Alabama Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Alabama Court of Civil APpeals-_intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alabama Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction ••••••••• 

Alabama County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Alabama Juvenile Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alabama Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Family Court of Jefferson County, Alabama-­
court of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • 

Alabama Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 

County Justice Court, Morgan County, Alabama-­
court of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • 

Alaska 
Alaska Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Alaska Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Alaska Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alaska District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Alaska Magistrates Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • ••••••• 

Arizona 
Arizona Court System, 1976 • • • • • • • • • 
Arizona Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Arizona Court of APpeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • 

Arizona Superior court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Arizona Justices of the Peace--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Arizona City Magistrates--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas 
Arkansas Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Arkansas Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Arkansas Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas Chancery and Probate 
Court--court of general jurisdiction. 

Arkansas Court of Common Pleas--court of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••••• 

Arkansas county Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Arkansas Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas City Court and Police Court--court 
of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas Justice of the Peace Court--court 
of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • 

California 
california Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • 
California Supreme Court--court ()f last resort 
california Courts of Appeal--int,ermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

California Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

california Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 

California Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Colorado 
Colorado Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Colorado Supreme Court--court of last resurt 
Colorado Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Colorado District Court, Denver Superior Court, 
Denver Juvenile Court, and Denver Probate 
Court--court of general jurisdiction. 

Colorado Water Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Colorado County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Colorado Municipal Court--court of limited 

X I I 

jurisdiction. • ••••••• 

Connecticut 
Connecticut Court System, 1976 • • • • • • • • • 
Connecticut Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Connecticut Superior Court--court of general 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Connecticut Court of Common Pleas--court of 

limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 
Connecticut Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••• 

Connecticut Juvenile Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Delaware 
Delaware Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • 
Delaware Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Delaware Superior Court--court of general 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 
Delaware Court of Chancery--court of general 

jurisdiction ••••••••••• , •• 
Delaware Court of Common Pleas--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Delaware Family Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Municipal Court of Wilmington, Delaware--court 
of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • • 

Delaware Alderman's Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction ••••••• ' •••••••• 

Delaware Justice of the Peace Court--cou~t of 
limited jurisdi~tion. • • • • • • • • • • 
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District of Columbia 
District of Columbia Court System, 1976 ••• 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals--court 
of last resort ••••••••••••• 

District of Columbia Superior Court--court 
of general jurisdiction • • • • • • • 

Florida 
Florida Court System, 1976 •••••••••• 
Florida Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Florida District Court of APpeal--intermedi~t; 
appellate court • • • • • 

Florida Circuit court--court ~f'g~n~r~l' 
jurisdiction. • • • • •• • 

Florida County Court--court'of ii~ited • 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••• 

Florida Municipal Court--court of limited 
jUrisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Georgia 
Georgia Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Georgia Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Georgia Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • 

Georgia Superior Court--court of generai 
jurisdiction •••• 

Georgia State court--~o~rt ~f'limit~d' 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Georgia Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction ••••• 

Georgia Juvenile Court-~c~u~t'Of ii~ited 
jurisdiction •••••• 

Georgia County Court--cou~t' of ii~ited • 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Georgia Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction ••••••••• 

Georgia Small Claims Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Georgia Magistrate's Court--court of limited 
jUrisdiction ••••• 

Georgia Justice of the pe~c~ co~rt-~c~u~t'of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••••• 

Georgia Recorder's Court, Mayor'S Court 
Municipal Court, City Council Court ' 
Police Court, Criminal Court--court'of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Ha.waii 
H~waii Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Hawaii Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Hawaii Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • 

Hawaii Land Court--court ~f'g~n~r~l' • 
jurisdiction. • • • 

Hawaii Tax Appeal Cou~t~-~o~rt ~f'g~n~r~l 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Hawaii District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Idaho 
Idaho Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Idaho Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Idaho District Court--court of general • 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Id<.'.;;o Magistrates Division of District Court-­
court of general jurisdiction 

Illinois 
Illinois Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
Illinois Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Illinois Appellate Court--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • 

Illinois Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. 

Indiana 
Indiana Court S,stem, 1976 ••••••••• 
Indiana Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Indiana Court of Appeals--intermediate • 
appellate court • • • • • 

Indiana Superior Court and Circuit Court--court 
of general jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Criminal Court of Marion County, Indiana--court 
of general jurisdiction • • • 
I~di~na County Court--court of ii~ited ••••• 
Jur~.~diction.. • 

Juvenile Court of'Mario~ co~nty; indi~n~-~c~u~t 
of limited jurisdiction 

Indiana Probate Court--co~rt ~f'limit~d' 
jurisdiction ••• - • 

Munic~p~l Co~rt of Mari~n'c~u~t;, 'I~dia~a--court 
of 12m~ted Jurisdict.1on • • • , • • 

Indiana City Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Indiana Town Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Indiana Justice of the Peace Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction •••• 

Small Claims Court of Marion County Indiana-­
court of limited jurisdiction • • : • • • • • 

Iowa 
Iowa Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • 
Iowa Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Iowa District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction ••••••••••••• 

Kansas 
Kansas Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • 
Kansas Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Kansas District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • 

Kansas City Court, Magist~ate'c~u~t; ~nd Co~m~n 
Pleas Court--court of limited jurisdiction. 

Kansas County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••• 

Kansa~ ~roba~e Court ~nd ju~e~iie'c~u~t~-~o~rt 
of l~m~ted Jurisdiction • • • • 

Kansas Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. 

Kentucky 
Kentucky Court System, 1976 ••••••• 
Kentucky Supreme Court--court of last res~rt 
Kentucky Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • 

Kentucky Circuit Court--cou~t'of ~e~e~ai 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Kentucky County Court, Quarterly Court, Police 
Court, and Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Louisiana 
Lou~s~ana Court System, 1976 • • • • • • • • • 
Lou:s:ana Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Lou~s~ana Court of Appeal--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • 

Louisiana District Court, 'F~mil; Co~rt 'a~d' • 
Ju~e~ile C~urt--court of general jUri~diction 

Lou~s~ana C~ty Court and Parish Court New 
O:l~ans ~un~cipal and Traffic Court-:court of 
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limited jurisdiction ••••••••••• 

Louisiana Mayor's Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Maine 
Maine Court System, 1976 • • • • • • • 
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resort •••• 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 
Maine District Court--court of ii~ited 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Maine Probate Court--court of limited 

jurisdiction ••••••••••••• 
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Maryland Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • • • 
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jurisdiction. • • • .............. 

Page 

216 

216 

21'/ 

217 

218 

218 

218 

218 

218 

219 
220 

220 

222 
223 

224 

225 

225 

226 

226 

227 
228 

228 

229 

229 

230 
231 

231 

232 

233 

233 

233 

234 

235 

235 

236 

236 

237 
238 

239 

240 



I 
I 

!,--
" 

rJ 

Maryland District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Maryland Orphans' Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Cour·t System, 1976 ••••••• 
Massachusetts Supr'eme ,Judicial Court--court of 
last resort • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts Appeals Court--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdic~ion. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 

Boston Municipal Court, Massachusetts--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • . • • • • • 

Massachusetts Housing Court--court of llmited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Massachusetts Court of Probate and Insolvency-­
court of limited jurisdiction • • 

Massachusetts Juvenile Court--court of limited 
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Michigan 
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jurisdiction ••••••••••• 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Recorder's Court of Detroit, Michigan--court of 
general jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 
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of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • 

Michigan District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Michigan Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdic tion. •••••••• 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Minnesota Justices of the Peace--court of 
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Mississippi Court System, 1976 ••••••••• 
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jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Missis,sippi Chancery Court--dourt of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Mississippi County Court--court of limited 
jUrisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Mississippi Family Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Mississippi Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Mississippi Justices of the Peace--court of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••••• 

Missouri 
Missouri Court System, 1976. • • • • • • • • 
Missouri Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Missouri Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Missouri Circuit Court and Court of Common 
Pleas--court of general jurisdiction. • 

st. Louis Court of Criminal Correction, 
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New Mexico Court of APpeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Oklahoma State Industrial Court--court of 
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South carolina Family Court--court of limited 
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It:ltroduction 

National Court Statistics Proiect 

The annual series of state 
court caseload statistics is the 
product of the continuing coopera­
tive relationship between the Con­
ference of State Court Administra­
tors (CaSCA) and the National Cen­
ter for State Courts (NCSC). Fi­
nancial management, project manage­
ment, and project staffing respon­
sibility are assumed by the Nation­
al Court Statistics Project (NCSP) 
of the NCSC. CaSCA, through its 
NCSP Committee, provides general 
policy review, guidance, and con­
trol over all project activities. 

The primary purpose of the 
National Court Statistics Project 
is to develop and implement a pro­
gram to collect and report all 
available court caseload statistics 
from the 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. l 
The NCSP and caSCA coordinate with­
in the National Center for State 
Courts the gathering, analysis, and 
dissemination of aggregated case­
load data derived from each state 
court system. 

A second purpose of the 
National Court Statistics Project 
is to compile for use in court man­
agement complete state court case-

IRepetition of "50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico" becomes very cumber­
some. Throughout the rest of this 
report, 'states' and court systems 
will be used as appropriate to in­
dicate that the reporting units 
being discussed include the Dis­
trict of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

I 

load data that are comparable 
across jUrisdictional boundaries. 

These NCSC goals required the 
careful choosing of an annual re­
port series methodology for assem­
bling the case load data that were 
available from each of the states. 

Methodology employed 

Data sources 

The sources of data for the 
tables presented in this series are 
published annual reports provided 
by the 'states' and unpublished 
statistical material requested of 
and supplied by state court admin­
istrators and appellate court 
clerks. (Appendix A of this report 
identifies the sources of data from 
each 'state'.) 

In addition to a review of all 
published and unpublished data re­
ceived from the 'states', a study 
was made of all available reporting 
forms and instructions used by the 
'states' to collect caseload sta­
tistics from their respective 
courts. Additional relevant infor­
mation was secured from appropriate 
personnel in each 'state'. As the 
project progressed, telephone con­
tact and follow-up correspondence 
were used to collect missing data, 
confirm the accuracy.of available 
data, and determine the legal ju­
risdiction of each court. 

Each administrative office of 
the courts completed a Check-off 
sheet to indicate the types of 
cases handled by each court. Be­
yond this, information was collect­
ed concerning the number of judges 
per court or court system (from 

-1 
=-~=";.,~ ·'1' 



annual reports, offices of state 
court administrators, and appellate 
clerks), the size of state popula­
tion (based on Bureau of the Census 
1976 revised estimates), other 1976 
demographic data (taken from the 
Statistical Abstract of the United 
States: 19782 ), and special 
characteristics regarding subject 
matter jurisdiction and court 
structure. When explanation of a 
court's jurisdiction was not direct­
ly obtainable, available information 
was used from the National Survey 
of Court Organization.3 

Scope of the report 

The first annual report (1975) 
presented available caseload data 
for state appellate courts and 
trial courts of general jurisdic­
tion, and for selected categories 
(juvenile, domestic relations, pro­
bate, and mental health4) in 
limited jurisdiction courts. This 
second annual report (1976) again 
presents available data for appel­
late courts and courts of general 
jurisdiction, and also expands to 
include all available caseload data 
for all limited jurisdiction 
courts. As data from each court 
level become more complete, future 
aggregation of trial court case­
loads should become more meaning­
ful. 

The 1976 report has been expand-

2U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Statistical Abstract of the United 
States: 1978 (Washington, D. C.: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 
1978) • 

3U.S. Law Enforcement Assis­
tance Administration, National Sur­
vey of Court Organization (Washing­
ton D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1973). Supplements pub­
lished in 1975 and 1977. 

4The classification categor­
ies used by the NCSP are shown in 
boldface throughout this report. 
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ed to include Puerto Rico. The 
addition of Puerto Rico to the ser­
ies was made possible through 
translation assistance provided by 
the Puerto Rico Office of Court 
Administration. The scope of 
future reports will be broadened, 
if possible, to include American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin 
Islands. 

This report reflects court 
organization and jurisdiction as 
it existed in 1976, but the reader 
should keep in mind that court sys­
tems are not static entities. For 
example, in Kentucky a newly creat­
ed intermediate appellate court 
began operation during 1976, there­
by changing the jurisdiction of the 
court of last resort from that 
which existed in 1975. Kansas has 
instituted a unified court ~ystem, 
and both Kansas and Iowa have es­
tablished intermediate appellate 
courts since 1976. Because court 
organizational or jurisdictional 
characteristics do change over 
time, caution should be used in 
attempting to compare the data in 
this 1976 report with 1975 data or 
with more current data. 

Category classifications 

When data for the 1975 report 
were being assembled, a classifica­
tion problem resulted because of 
the multitude of terms being used 
by the states to report their case­
loads. The case categories ulti­
mately used in the 1975 annual re­
port were dictated by the variety 
and quantity of data reported by 
the states. NCSP compilation 
efforts required the establishment 
of both valid and uniform case 
categories. 

Some changes have been made to 
these categories for the 1976 a,n­
nual repor~, ~r~marily in criminal 
case categories, where two new 
categories have been added. Ordi­
nance violat±ons accommodates the 
addition of full coverage of lim-

I 
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ited jurisdiction courts; and fel­
ony/misdemeanor accommodates those 
Courts that do not separate crimi­
nal "~ases into felony and misde­
meanor. In th~ 1975 annual report, 
these cases were classified as 
other criminal. 

Trafric cases were removed from 
the criminal category, to become 
an independent category equal to 
civil, criminal, and juvenile. 
Subcategories adopted for traffic 
were DWI/DUI (driving while intoxi­
cated/driving under the influence), 
parking, and other traffic viola­
tions. 

Another change was the relabel­
ing of one juvenile case subcate­
gory. Children in need of super­
vision, a term used in the 1975 
annual report, has been changed to 
status offenses, a term used in­
creasingly throughout the country. 
NCSP case categories used for this 
1976 report appear as principal 
headings in the summary tables in 
Part I, and in each court's Profile 
in Part II. Terminology used with­
in each "state' is displayed on 
each court's profile as subheadings 
under the boldface NCSP main head­
ings. The NCSP main head~ngs are 
categories used uniformly for all 
the 'states'. For example, a 
state's "application for leave to 
appeal" was Classified under NCSP's 
'request to aPPeal category in all 
tables. Explanations used in 
source documents to clarify a 
state's data are included, as are 
explanations to clarify project 
staff's arrangement of that data. 
These appear, where appropriate, 
as footnotes in each court's pro­
file. 

Format used 

Profiles. After, case categor­
ies were es~ablished to classify 
available 1976 case data, a profile 
of the Courts in each 'state' was 
constructed. Each 'state' profile 
for 1976 contains the following: 
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--a chart depicting the organ­
ization of the court system within 
the 'state', the jurisdiction and 
route of appeal for each court, the 
number of judges, and information 
on kinds of trials; and 

--a set of tables containing 
the case-related data received from 
each state Court (or Court system). 

Summary Tables. Data from each 
state Profile were transferred in­
to summary tables designed to dis­
play for the record the kinds of 
available data that could be aggre­
gated. The summary tables are- di­
vided into two major sections (ap­
pellate and trial) to reflect the 
two major levels of court. 

Appellate courts include both 
courts of last resort (the final 
Court or courts of appeal within a 
particular state) and intermediate 
appellate courts (the court or 
courts in which the primary work 
is the disposition of initial ap­
peals received from trial courts 
of general jurisdiction or adminis­
trative agencies, and in which some 
decisions are subject to appeal or 
review by a court of last resort). 
For pUrposes of displaying data, 
the courts of last resort have been 
divided into two groups: those in 
states ~ intermediate appellate 
courts and those in 'states' with­
out intermediate appellate courts. 
With few exceptions, this division 
also conveniently separates courts 
of last resort according to whether 
or not they have almost complete 
discretionary jurisdiction. Courts 
of last resort in 'states' without 
intermediate appellate Courts gen­
erally have little or no discre­
tionary jurisdiction, although 
there are exceptions, such as Vir­
ginia and West Virginia. 

For purposes of this report, a 
trial Court was considered to be a 
court of general jurisdiction if 
it met one of the following criter­
ia: 

--the individual 'state' Con-

--, 
'. _~'~,.~O'~' .. _.C,' , 

r 



siders it a general jurisdiction 
court; or 

--felony cases are tried and 
felony sentences given, for ~ 
types of felony casesj or 

--the judges of the court are 
general jurisdiction court judges 
sitting on temporary assignment. 
All other trial courts were clas­
sified as limited or special juris­
diction courts. 

Footnotes. Standard footnote 
"headings have been adopted for use 
in this report and will continue 
to be used in the annual report 
series. These standard headings 
appear on the summary tables and 
identify the broad subject matter 
of the footnote; if further expla­
nation is needed, informational 
statements are provided under the 
same standard footnote headings on 
the profiles in Part II. 

Verification of data 

With the cooperation of the 
Conference of State Court Adminis­
trators, all data were submitted 
for review and verification to the 
appropriate state court administra­
tor's office. An additional check 
was provided through the coopera­
tion of the National Conference of 
Appellate Court Clerks (NCACC), 
which invited NCSP staff to submit 
appellate court data for review and 
verification to the appropriate 
clerk of the appellate court in 
each state. This process also in­
cluded followup by NCSP staff 
through telephone or letter contact 
with the state personnel. Finally, 
the format, content, and limita­
tions of data tables have been re­
vieYlfed and approved by the COSCA 
NCSP Committee, which guides the 
National Court Statistics Project. 

Limitations on use of data displayed 

The four major uses of court 
statistical data, as identified in 
the NCSP publication, State Court 

"'~----~'--e.;..,;.:. •. ~-~ .--.-.--
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Caseload Statistics: The State of 
the Art5 , are: (1) operational 
(aiding in the execution of routine 
day-to-day activities at the local 
level); (2) management (decision­
making at the state or local level 
concerned with improvement of the 
court process and system-wide 
efficiency in the use of court re­
sources); (3) internal planning and 
research (goal setting and policy 
planning to establish longterm pro­
grams and identify evolving pr~­
blems); and (4) indirect court uses 
(decision-making by those outside 
the courts concerned with policy 
making or research about court 
operations). The various uses of 
court statistics require different 
levels of detail and analysis, but 
the availability of detailed sta­
tistics is dependent upon the sta­
tistical reporting system used at 
the state or local level. This 
annual report has restricted its 
scope to the level of detail cur­
rently available from state-level 
reporting systems. 

Operational decisions are made 
at the local level and require de­
tailed information on a case-by­
case basis. These decisions must 
be made daily and cannot be based 
upon year-end summary statistics 
such as those contained in this 
1976 report. 

Management decisions can be 
made at either tl.:J.e state or local 
level and require aggregation of 
detailed information used for oper­
ational decisions. Caseflow man­
agement data such as that needed 
to determine the status of the pre­
paration of the record for appeal 
or to generate exception reports 
are gathered by state reporting 
systems, but this kind of informa-

5U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration, State Court Case­
load Statistics: The State of the 
Art (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Gov­
ernment Printing Office, 1978). 

~~~--- --~ ------------~-

tion is also case specific and too 
detailed to be compiled and used 
for nationwide comparisons. In 
contrast, state-level summary sta­
tistics would be useful on a na­
tional basis for comparison and 
research purposes in areas such as 
comparisons of time lapses in case 
processing to establish norms or 
guides; analyses to determine as­
signments of judges needed to re­
lieve backlog; analyses to deter­
mine the need for additional 
judges, support personnel, or faci­
lities; and analyses to determine 
if an intermediate appellate court 
should be created. 

In response to the recognized 
need for certain management data 
nationally, the 1976 annual report 
has concentrated on uniformly clas­
sifying case load data and on com­
piling available case processing 
time data. Caseload and case pro­
cessing are major components of 
court workload, which the NCSP has 
defined to mean all court-related 
matters that consume time and ef­
fort (hence, purely administrative 
and ministerial functions are also 
included as workload). Measurement 
of court workload per se is not 
directly addressed in this repo~t, 
but case load inventory data and 
data regarding the number of trials 
do provide partial indications of 
the extent of judicial activity. 
The data presented in this report 
reflect the quantity of management 
data now available from each 
state's reporting system in pub­
lished and unpublished reports. 

Internal planning and 
research, as well as planning and 
research by those outside the court 
system, require a much wider range 
of data and analysis than operation 
and management decisions. The in­
formation necessary for these pUr­
poses oft~n includes not only an 
aggregation of data on caseload and 
caseflbw~ but also specific data 
regarding status of cases, as well 
as information on court operations, 
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judicial budgets, actions prior to 
filing a case, and actions after 
disposition of a case. ,Of interest 
to some individuals within and out­
side the court system are studies 
on a wide range of subjects, such 
as the effect and cost of litiga­
tion, bail availability and uni­
formity including recognizance/10% 
bail programs, the validity of case 
weighting techniques, sentence dis­
parity patterns, the effects of 
plea negotiation on caseloads, and 
the impact of legislation. The 
level needed to answer these ques­
tions is, however, beyond the capa­
bilities of most state or even 
local court information systems. 
Basic information on caseflow is 
adequate for many other planning 
and research issues where the level 
of needed detail is not as high. 
These latter kinds of issues in­
clude, for example, case filing and 
disposition trend analysis, case­
load composition analysis, analysis 
of reversal rates, time lapse anal­
ysis to establish norms and 
guides, and forecasting of caseload 
volumes and facilities needs. 

,Because few states report data 
suitable for all kinds of planning 
and research purposes, and because 
most states report only certain 

, types of data, the NCSP initially 
chose to include in the national 
series only those kinds of data 
that either were already fairly 
widely available or could be made 
available without requiring undue 
effort. Enough states reported 
trend data, caseload by category, 
number of reversals, and time-to­
disposition data to warrant inclu­
sion of these topics in this re­
port. For those states reporting, 
some preliminary analysis can be 
made. For those states not sup­
plying basic data, gaps and "not/ 
available" entries in the profiles 
and summary charts draw attention 
to the missing data. As the gaps 
in these kinds of data are filled, 
the annual report series can be ex-



panded to include broader and more 
sophisticated compilations and 
analyses. 

There are many current varia­
tioni, as indicated by footnotes, 
in court data that must be consid­
ered'before the summary tables can 
be used to make comparisons between 
courts or 'states'. The effect of 
state variations on aggregated 
statistics make indiscriminate com­
parisons very dangerous. Varia­
tions that limit the comparability 
of the 1976 data involve: court 
organization, subject matter juris­
diction, case definition, complete­
ness~ accuracy, and reporting per­
iods. These variations are dis­
cussed in broad terms below. More 
specific statements can be found 
in the analysis of the appellat~ 
court data (pages 18-51), and in 
the analysis of the trial court 
data (pages 52-139). 

Variations in court organization 

In any comparison of court 
statistics among 'states', differ­
ences in court organization must 
be considered. For example, it 
should be kept in mind that during 
1976: 

--two states (Oklahoma, Texas) 
had two courts of last resort, 
while the remaining 'states' had 
only one court of last resort; 

--twenty-five states had inter­
mediate appellate courts; four of 
these (Alabama, New York, Pennsyl­
vania, Tennessee) haa two interme­
diate appellate courts; 

--the number of appellate 
judges per 'state' (considering 
only full-time judges and not com­
missioners or temporary judges) 
varied from 3 to 63; 

--the number of general juris­
diction court divisions per 'state' 
ranged from 1 to 261; and 

--the number of different kinds 
of trial courts in a 'state' ranged 
from 1 (in states with a unified 
court system) to 15. There were 
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four states (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
South Dakota) and the District of 
Columbia with no limited jurisdic­
tion trial courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction 

The subject matter jurisdiction 
of both appellate and trial courts 
also varies widely among the 
'states'. Some 'states' have a 
dual appellate route--one for civil 
cases and one for criminal cases. 
One of the primary determinants of 
the discretionary jurisdiction of 
a court of last resort appears to 
be the presence or absence of an 
intermediate appellate court. 
Courts of last resort in states 
with intermediate appellate courts 
generally have wide discretion in 
determining the matters they will 
hear. Appeals must generally be 
heard as a matter of right by in­
termediate appellate courts and by 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without intermediate appellate 
courts (Virginia and West Virginia 
are exceptions). Caseload compar­
isons both within and among 
'states' that do not take varia­
tions in jurisdiction into account 
will not be valid. 

The same kind of wide variation 
exists in the kinds of cases over 
which trial courts have jurisdic­
tion. For example, general juris­
diction courts in 'states' with 
unified trial courts will be han­
dling all cases from parking viola­
tions to felonies and from small 
claims to the largest civil 
actions. Another state may have 
general jurisdiction courts with a 
criminal division handling only 
felony matters (after preliminary 
hearing in a limited jurisdiction 
court) and a civil division han­
dling no civil cases involving less 
than $10,000. Similarly, some 
limited and special jurisdiction 
courts may handle only small claims 
cases while others may try civil 
cases for amounts up to $300,000. 

.---.:.....----------'-------------'-~---'---~ ------

In criminal matters, some limited 
jurisdiction courts accept only 
guilty pleas for traffic and ordi­
nance violati.on cases while others 
may try serious misdemeanor cases 
or felony cases carrying a maximum 
sentence of 5 years. In summary, 
when comparing trial court statis­
tics, the differences in jurisdic­
tion both within and among 'states' 
must be examined. 

Variations in definitions 

Problems relating to defini­
tions of court statistical terms 
abound in both appellate and trial 
courts. Published source documents 
generally provide few, if any, 
definitions to assist in comparing 
statistics among 'states'. Much 
of the definition information used 
~>n preparation of this report came 
from ancillary sources. 

Case definitions are often 
difficult to establish for appel­
late courts. For example, some 
'states' do not distinguish an ap­
peal from motions or other proce­
dural matters that consume minimal 
time. Some 'states' report total 
cases processed without any indica­
tion as to what types of proceed­
ings constitute the total. Other 
'states' include in their case load 
only appeals that were decided on 
the merits. In addition, classifi­
cation of the same kind of proceed­
ing varies from state to state. 
For example, habeas corpus may be 

listed as a separate category, or 
may be classified under any of 
three categories--appeals, original 
proceedings, or motions. To mini­
mize such classification problems 
in computing national case load 
statistics, this report has defined 
an "appellate case" to include any 
appeal, any original proceeding, 
or any request to appeal, and has 
placed each state's separable case 
data within these classificati~ns. 
The use of this broad definition 
of "case" does not completely solve 
the problem of comparability. Com­
parison of judicial productivity 
among appellate courts requires 
that each court define cases in a 
similar manner. Some appellate 
courts include all original pro­
ceedings while others report no 
original proceedings; therefore, 
their total case figures are not 
comparable. 

Trial courts show similar pro­
blems with case definitions. Fig­
ures A and B display the existing 
variation in civil case definitions 
and criminal case units of count, 
respectively. 

Reference to Figures A and B 
shows that the problem of case de­
finition in trial courts is more 
acute on the criminal side. Forty­
four states and Puerto Rico count 
civil cases in all trial courts 
when the petition or complaint is 
filed. In criminal cases, however, 
the two major units of count are 
almost evenly divided. Paper doc-

Figure A: Civil case definition for state courts not using the filing of a 
petition or complaint. 

State 

District of Columbia 
Minnesota 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New York 
Oklahoma 
West Virginia 

Placed 
on 

Calendar 
Superl0r Court 

Superior Court 
(Law Division and 
Chancery Division) 
and County Court 

Note 
of 

Issue 

All trial courts 

All trial courts 
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New Claim 
or 

Ancillary Proceeding 

State Industrial Court 

No 
Consistent 
Definition 

All trial courts 

Circuit Court 

-, 
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Figure B: Criminal case unit of count used by trial courts, by state. 

State 

Alabama 
Al.sk. 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

ea lifornia 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 

Id.ho 

Court 

Circuit Court 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
Superior Court 
Justices of the Peace 
Circuit Court 
All other trial courts 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
District Court 
County Court 
Superior Court 
Court of COlllD.on PI{i8S 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
Superior Court 
All trial courts 
All tria 1 courts 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
District Court 

Defendants 
Defendants on 

Information, on information, 
Information ind ic tment, information ind ictment, 

or or or or Case 
indictment complaint indictment complaint Charges number 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
X 

x 

X 

No 
consistent 
ctefinition 

_______ •.. ..!:M~.g&.!i1!:st;Er.!!!.t~e~s .E.D!)ivC!.is!!.!i'-"!on!!.....-__________ ~--------2.X------------
Illinois Circuit Court X 
Indiana All trial courts X 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 
M.ryland 

Massachusetts. 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Mis souri 

Montana 
Nebraska 

Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 

Puerto Rico 
Rhode Is land 

South Caro lina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Ut.h 
Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Dist ..... ict Court 
All trial courts 
Circuit Court 
All other trial courts 
Dis tric t Court 
All other trial courts 
All trial courts 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
Ci rcui t Court 
Circui t Court and Court 0 f 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Common Pleas X 
St. Louis Court of Criminal 

Correc tion 
District Court 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
District Court 
All trial courts 
Superior Court (Law Division) 

and County Court 
All other tria I courts 
District Court 
Magistrate Court 
Supreme Court and County Court 
Al~ other trial courts 
All trial courts 
District Court 
All other trial courts 
All trial courts 
Distr ic t Court 
All trial courts 
Court of Common Pleas and 

Philadelphia l'Aunicipal Court 
District Justice Court 
All trial courts 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
All 'trial courts 
Circuit Court 
A 11 tria I courts 
District Court and Criminal 

District Court 
All other trial courts 
All trial courts 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Superior Court 
All other trial courts 
Circuit Court 
Circuit Court and County Court 
Municipal Justice Court 
District Court 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 

X 

8 
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x 
X 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

x 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 
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uments filed are the count unit for 
all courts in 22 states, while the 
number of defendants is the count 
unit for all courts in 16 states 
and the District of Columbia. 

Trial court case category de­
finitions also vary from state to 
state. Domestic relations may in­
clude all family matters in some 
'states' while other 'states' re­
port only divorce cases as domestic 
relations. Also, there is varia­
tion in the types of criminal cases 
classified by statute as felonies 
or misdemeanors. Certain drug 
offenses may be serious felonies 
in one state, but only misdemeanors 
in another state. Because such 
problems exist for thes,e and all 
other case categories, the case 
categories used in this report are 
those that seem most appropriate, 
given the data available. 

Variatiorls in completeness and accuracy 
of data 

Incomplete data and question­
able accuracy of reported data have 
been a major concern to the staff 
of this project. As the appellate 
court summary tables show, the 
amount and type of data available 
(published and unpublished) had no 
common denominator, and very little 
consensus existed among 'states' 
as to the appellate case categories 
that should be reported. There 
were very few states that consis­
tently reported the volume of ap­
pellate court data by case category 
and by filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases. 

Overall, the trial courts were 
more consistent in reporting 1976 
data. During the verification pro~ 
cess, all 'states' were requested 
to provide case load breakdowns for 
civil, criminal, traffiC, and juve­
nile cases in their trial courts. 
One state provided only total fil­
ings and dispositions and one state 
provided data only for the state's 
two largest counties. The remain-
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ing 48 states, the District of Co­
lumbia, and Puerto Rico provided at 
least civil and criminal breakdowns 
for total cases processed in gen­
eral jurisdiction courts for 1976. 
There were seven states that re­
ported no limited jurisdiction 
data. Of the remaining st'ates and 
Puerto RiCO, data were reported for 
118 of the 183 limited jurisdiction 
courts. 

In order to produce the statis­
tics contained in this report, a 
great deal of effort was expended 
by the National Court Statistics 
Project staff in collecting missing 
data, whether from published or 
ancillary sources, in defining 
terminology, and in identifying 
categories in which cases should 
be placed. In other words, data 
contained in this report cannot be 
replicated solely from available 
published material. Even after 
this extensive data-gathering ef­
fort, large gaps remained in the 
data collected. 

Extensive effort was required 
to validate NCSP classification of 
data provided by the 'states' and 
to avoid further diBtortion of any 
data received. The National Court 
Statistics Project staff made no 
attempt to assess the underlying 
validity or accuracy of the data 
received from the 'states'. For 
example, the published cumUlative 
case statistics for appellate 
courts or for trial courts fre­
quently did not balance with re­
ported totals within each category. 
Such discrepancies were seldom 
footnoted or explained in published 
state reports. These discrepancies 
are, however, footnoted on the 
court statistical profile in Part 
II of this report. 

Variations in reporting periods 

As indicated on profile head­
ings and in Figure C, most 'states' 
report data by calendar year; many 
report by fiscal year, however, and 
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Figure C: Reporting periods for state courts not using the calendar year, 
1976. 

Reporting PerIod 

State 7/01/75- 8/01/75-
6/30/76 7/31/76 

Alabama 
California All courts 
Colorado All courts 
Connecticut Superior Court (criminal) 

Court of Common Pleas 
(criminal) 

Proba te Court 
Delaware All trial courts 
Georgia All but Court of Appeals 
Hawaii All courts 
Kansas All courts 
Maine District Court 
Mar~land All courts 
Massachusetts All courts 
Michigan All trial courts but Re-

corder's Court of Detroit 
Missouri All courts 
Montana All trial "ourts 
Nebra.jka Workmen IS Compensa tion 

Court 
New Hampshire Probate Court All but Proba te Court 
New Jersey 
North Ca rolina 
Puerto Rico All courts 
Rhode Island 
Utah All but Supreme Court and 

JuvenJ.le Court 
Wisconsin SUEreme Court 

a few report appellate court data 
by court term. Therefore, the time 
spans covered in this report are 
not always directly comparable. 

Although dates included in this 
report cover reporting periods of 
apprOXimately uniform length, the 
starting and ending dates for the 
reporting periods vary both within 
and among states. Figure C dis­
plays the actual reporting periods 
for all courts not using the calen­
dar year for the reporting period. 

Limitations on analysis 

The many variations outlined 
above make it imperative that in­
formation for all courts be care­
fully examined before comparisons 
are made. 

Some types of analysis are not 
justified given the problems of 
comparability. These include, but 
are not limited to, the following: 

--Comparison of disposition 
rates: Jurisdictions may have 
varying rules or procedures for 
purging cases that have been dor­
mant. 

--Comparison of volume data 
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9/01/75- 10/01/75- 2/4/76-
8/31/76 9/30/76 2/2/77 

All appellate courts 

Superior Court (civil) Supreme Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
(civil) 

Supreme Court 

All courts 
SU2reme Court 

Supreme Court 

across all states (courts): Even 
at the NCSP category level, differ­
ences exist in cases included, 
e.g., courts mayor may not include 
administratively handled probate 
matters with those that are judi­
cially handled. 

--Comparison of caseload per 
judge across all states (courts): 
The differences in definitions and 
subject matter jurisdiction mean 
that caseload per judge is not a 
"clean" measure of productivity. 

--Comparison of volume of juve­
nile cases across all states 
(courts): The statutory age when 
a juvenile becomes an adult varies; 
this variation affects the volume 
of both juvenile filings and adult 
criminal filings. 

--Comparison of caseloads in 
which data are missing: All foot­
notes on the data are essential and 
should be observed, especially 
those pinpointing missing data or 
case definitions. 

-",Comparison of volume of pend­
ing cases or proportion of pending 
cases to filed cases across all 
states (courts): The point of 
filing may differ greatly (notice 

~~:=...--r=.=="""Q!t=~ ..... __ =. __ . ____________ _ 

of appeal or submission in appel­
late courts; petition filed or note 
of issue for civil cases) and this 
may affect the pending caseload. 

--Comparison of the volume of 
small claims cases across all 
states (courts): The limits on the 
amounts involved in small claims 
cases varies from state to state. 

--Inappropriate use of national 
totals: Data have been aggregated 
in order to make rough estimates 
of overall national totals in this 
report, but this has been done 
without regard to definitions of 
case categories and units of count. 
National aggregations really have 
little meaning at this time. The 
national estimates contained in 
this report should be viewed only 
as gross, "ball-park" informational 
estimates, and not as representing 
the true volume of cases in state 
courts. 

Despite the list of analyses 
that should not be performed, the 
data in this report do have signi­
ficant analysis potential. In ad­
dition to the central purpose of 
this report--that is, to be a rec­
ord of the data itself--some com­
parisons and analyses can be done. 
A few examples are as follows: 

--Comparison of time to deci­
sion in appellate courts: These 
comparisons can be made from Table 
13 for courts at the same level 
that use the same event for the 
start of the time interval. (Com­
parison of the average time from 
notice of appeal to decision an­
nounced for all cases in the courts 
of last resort of the District of 
Columbia, Iowa, Kansas, and Minne­
sota can be made. These 'states' 
do not have an intermediate appel­
late court. The same comparison 
could be made for both the courts 
of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts in New Jersey, 
Oregon, and Washington.) 

--Comparison of the proportion 
pf trials for felony cases: These 
comparisons can be made from Table 
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39 for trial courts that have S1m1-
lar units of count and trial de­
finitions and report trial data for 
felonies or felonies and appeals. 
(Comparison of the proportion of 
cases disposed by jury trial in the 
California Superior Court, Ohio 
Court of Common Pleas, Michigan 
Circuit Court, and Florida Circuit 
Court can be made.) 

--Comparison of the volume of 
tort actions: These comparisons 
can be made from Tables 21, 22, and 
23 for states reporting tort data 
for all courts handling tort ac­
tions in that state (that is, those 
that have no footnote "pH) and that 
use the same case definition. 
(Comparison of the number of tort 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
can be made from Table 23 for 
Florida, Wisconsin, Washington, 
Puerto Rico, Oklahoma, Hawaii, 
Idaho, and Alaska.) 

--Comparison of the proportion 
of total civil to total criminal 
filings: These comparisons can be 
made from Tables 20 and 31, but it 
is necessary for the Courts in com­
pared states to report complete 
data (no footnote "in or "pH), and 
to use the same civil case defini­
tion and similar criminal case unit 
of count. (Comparisons of the pro­
portion of total civil to total 
criminal filings can be made for 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
and Alaska, states where the crim­
inal case unit of count is the num­
ber of informations, indictments, 
or complaints; and for California, 
Virginia, Washington, Connecticut, 
Hawaii, and Idaho, states where the 
criminal, case unit of count is the 
number of defendants.) 

--Comparison within a state of 
the number of filings in the court 
of last resort with the number in 
the intermediate appellate court: 
These comparisons can be made from 
Table 2 for states when both courts 
report complete data (no footnote 
"in or "pH). (Comparisons can be 
made within all states that have 

. l( 



an intermediate appellate court 
exoept New Jersey and New York.) 

\ --Comparison of total volume 
1 

of civil cases in trial courts: 
These comparisons can be made from 
Table 20 for 'states' that use the 
filing of the petition or complaint 
as the point that the case begins 
(those that have footnote "1" on 
the court title) and that report 
complete filings for all courts 
handling civ.il cases (no footnote 
Hi" or "pH). (Comparisons of the 
total volume of civil cases filed 
or the number of oivil cases filed 
per population unit can be made for 
California, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Ohio, Florida, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Washington, Connecticut, Iowa, 
Colorado, Nebraska, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Vermont, and Alaska.) 

Other comparisons for manage­
ment purposes can be made with data 
in this report. Comparisons of the 
volume of cases per judge, the num­
ber of trials per judge, the time 
to process criminal cases, or the 
relative increases in case filings 
can be useful for specific courts. 
As previously discussed, careful 
examination must be made of the 
variations in court organization, 
jurisdiction, and definitions. 
Such limited comparisons can, how­
ever, prove very useful for manage­
ment purposes. 

Statistical series continuing 
development 
Evolutionary focus of the statistical 
series 

The annual report series is an 
evolving product. It is antici­
pated that additions and refine­
ments will be made to successive 
volumes in the series. Between 
1975 and 1976, the amount of data 
contained in the report was greatly 
increased by the inclusion of data 
from all special and limited juris­
diction courts. 

It is important to the long-
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term improvement of the statistical 
series that these early volumes in 
the series be circulated widely 
enough to encourage reader/user 
ideas and commentary, and that they 
be used as a vehicle for developing 
solutions to problems encountered 
during the statistical series pro­
duction process. As each succes­
sive volume is published, the NCSP 
can consider the feedback subse­
quently received from users of the 
documents, thereby fUrther enhanc­
ing succeeding volumes. During 
this process, an early benefit to 
be derived will be availability to 
future researchers of successive­
year data compilations, so that 
complete time series information 
is preserved. The current draw­
backs occasioned by limitations in 
currently available data are great­
ly outweighed by the importance of 
having data compilation for all 
years in the continuing statistical 
series. 

The type and depth of analysis 
considered by the NCSP to be mean­
ingful, given the quality and com­
pleteness of the data, have been 
outlined above. More analysis can 
be performed on the 1976 data than 
on the 1975 data. Still more 
extensive changes will be made to 
the 1977 and succeeding volumes of 
the annual report series -to improve 
analytical content. Graphic dis­
plays, particularly for communicat­
ing analytical information, will 
be added to the 1977 volume. As 
more is learned about the quality 
of the data, more specific sugges­
tions will be given for their pro­
per use, along with warnings to 
help avoid their abuse. Each year 
the text of the report will be re­
vised, progressively improving the 
"readability" of the report. 

Another type of effort will be 
necessary to eliminate those pro­
blems that stem from the currently 
unknown validity and reliability 
of the data. After data have been 
collected and state court statis-

--~--- ----- -----

" 

tical profiles constructed by pro­
ject staff, these chart$ are veri­
fied by the states for completeness 
and accuracy of classification, but 
resource limitations preclude any 
auditing procedures, which would be 
necessary for conclusively estab­
lishing data validity and reliabil­
ity. 

In order to improve the quality 
of data contained in future volumes 
of the annual report series, the 
NCSP staff and COSCA NCSP Committee 
intend to consider the feasibility 
of establishing a project capabil­
ity to conduct audits of selected 
clusters of data from particular 
courts, selected either because the 
data they report are atypical or 
to randomly represent all courts. 
It is anticipated that the combi­
nation of these "miniaudits" and 
technical assistance (the latter 
by NCSP and State Judicial Infor­
mation Systems (SJIS) project staff 
to states requesting an assessment 
of and assistance in improving 
their statistical report systems) 
will systematically improve over 
time the validity and reliability 
of the data contained in the annual 
report series. 

Because validity and readibi­
lity of the data has not yet been 
established, the NCSP staff has 
performed only limited statistical 
analysis for the Annual Report, 
1976. In future volumes of this 
series, as the quality and quantity 
of data improve, the analysis sec­
tion of the document will be ex­
panded to include the investigation 
of selected questions of interest 
to researchers and court adminis­
trators. Analysis within this con­
text might, for example, include: 
examination of problems relating 
to time guidelines for case pro­
cessing; the differences, in terms 
of outcome or deiay, resulting from 
adopting various strategies for 
processing cases; identification 
of methods to improve the alloca­
tion of resources within courts; 
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and other topics focused toward 
improving the quality of justice 
available in our legal system. 

As states gradually increase 
the quantity and quality of data 
available to the NCSP, the problems 
presently caused by the incomplete 
nature of the data will decrease. 
Progressive improvements should be 
apparent to the reader of succes­
sive volumes in the series. 

Future analysis will not only 
describe court systems as they ex­
ist at the present time, but also 
will predict where they are going. 
The purpose will be to identify 
existing or developing problems and 
suggest solutions. Research pro­
posed by the NCSP is not antici­
pated to be exhaustive, but will 
concentrate on those questions con­
sidered to be of greatest interest 
and importance to the courts and 
research community. 

Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions for im­
provement of this state court case­
load statistical series have come 
from many sources, and have pro­
vided the creative stimulus needed 
to constructively assess current 
NCSP efforts and map future direc­
tions. 

In this regard, particular 
recognition and appreciation are 
extended to the members of COSCA, 
who are the crucial element in the 
successful production and improve­
ment of state court statistics. 
Special recognition and apprecia­
tion are also extended in the meth­
odological review panel assembled 
by LEAA to review NCSP products and 
generate specific ideas and sugges­
tions for improvement. Panel mem­
bers have been most helpful to the 
process of identifying and discus­
sing issues and alternatives for 
future NCSP efforts, and in asses­
sing, prioritizing, and time­
phasing NCSP plans for improve­
ments. 

J" 



Continuation of evolutionary 
improvement in this statistical 
series rests, ultimately, upon the 
ability of the NCSP to maintain a 
productive dialogue and flow of 
ideas among the producer-compilers 
of the annual report, its data 
sources, and its end users. There 
already has been much dialogue, 
flow of ideas, and movement toward 
improved state court statistics, 
but much remains to be done. 

Significant steps being taken 
by the NCSP to promote and i:;l;id im­
provement of the state court case­
load statistical series include the 
changes already effected between 
the 1975 and 1976 annual reports, 
and the changes being contemplated 
for the 1977 and succeeding annual 
reports. Closely related, the N'CSP 
is in the last stages of develop .... 
ment of a State Court Model Annual 
Report and State Court Model Sta­
tistical Dictionary, and is nearly 
ready to conduct a Survey of State 
Court Organization. Improvement 
within the states is being encour~ 
aged by the NCSP through proactive 
technical assistance emphasizing 
the case classification model sug­
gested by the NCSP and by close 
coordination of these efforts with 
state and national programs aimed 
at improving state judicial infor­
mation and statistical reporting 
systems. 

Because of their importance and 
potential impact for improving the 
national statistical series on 
caseloads (i.e., the annual r@~ 
port), the Model Annual Report and 
Model S~atistical Dictionary need 
to be briefly described. 

During compilation of the NCSP 
state of the art and the 1975 
annual report, a staggering classi­
fication problem resulted from the 
multitude of terms being used by 
the states to report their case­
loads. The need for both a model 
annual report and a model statis­
tical dictionary of terms for court 
usage became obvious. In response, 
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an effort was launched during the 
1976 annual report production cycle 
to develop these "ground-level" 
documents. They are to be used as 
tools to assist the states in im­
proving their statistics. Such 
improvement should ~ventually be 
reflected in future annual reports. 

The State Court Model Annual 
Report is a flexible working out­
line of critically needed, basic 
management data that should, as a 
minimum, be included in state court 
annual reports. The model identi­
fies the kinds of data and the 
types of display needed for case­
load and other management. The 
State Court Model Statistical Dic­
tionary is a companion document 
which provides commonality of term­
inology, definition, and usage for 
reporting civil, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and appellate caseload 
inventory as presented in the model 
annual report. The classification 
structure and definitions serve as 
models of preferred terminology and 
meanings for statewide and national 
comparison purposes. The structure 
in the first edition of the dic­
tionary covers those data elements 
essential for classifying court 
caseload inventory and manner of 
disposition. 

Both of these documents must 
be viewed as a logical first step 
in promoting comparable court sta­
tistics. They were not available 
to states in time to affect their 
reporting systems or the national­
level 1976 annual report, and will 
not affect state productiorr of data 
for the 1977 through 1979 annual 
reports (because states have al­
ready completed the collection of 
data for these years). Even so, 
some effects will be noticeable in 
each national-level annual report, 
starting with this one. As state 
data allow, more of the recommended 
classification structure will be 
integrated into the annual report 
series (this 1976 edition has begun 
the process by revising several of I 
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the case categories used in the 
1975 report). 

Future versions of the model 
annual report and model statistical 
dictionary will consider develop­
ment of finer levels of detail, 
expansion of the classification 
structure, and addition of other 
significant information. Topics 
for such future exploration in­
clude, for example, further sub­
division of criminal case categor­
ies, as well as the development of 
descriptive statistics and a ~cheme 
for reporting important case· events 
in case processing. All such ex­
plorations must, of course, reflect 
the practicality of implementation 
and the trade-off considerations 
between perceived needs for data 
and the cost of acquiring such 
data. 

The interrelationships among 
the annual report, model annual re­
port, model statistical dictionary, 
survey of court organization, and 
project technical assistance are 
of sufficient importance that their 
ties and interdependence must be 
stressed. The relationship between 
the information requirements iden­
tified in the State Court Model 
Annual Report and the statistical 
terms defined in the State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary is so 
direct that adoption of the model 
annual report necessitates adoption 
of the model statistical diction­
ary. The information requirements 
and analyses desired for future 
volumes of the national statistical 
series, in turn, mirror the infor­
mation requirements of the model 
annual report. 

This circular interdependence 
thus becomes a mechanism for ex­
panding the information ultimately 
available for the annual report 
statistical series. 

The State Court Organization 
Survey statistical series is also 
related to the annual report in 
that it contains the types of or­
ganizational information most often 
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sought by court administrators and 
researchers. As a ~e~~lt, the in­
formation requirements of the 
annual report need to consider the 
information requirements of the 
survey. 

The NCSP technical assistance 
effort also is interwoven with the 
annual report national statistical 
series. This is accomplished by 
helping states adopt the sugges­
tions in the model annual report 
and model statistical dictionary 
and by proactive identification of 
particular state systems that could 
benefit from technical assistance 
directed at helping resolve exist­
ing methodological problems of 
classification structure, terminol­
ogy, definition, local data re­
porting procedures, and data hand­
ling/ transformation procedures. 
To the extent that such technical 
assistance suggestions are adopted, 
individual states directly benefit 
and the annual report national 
statistical series indirectly 
benefits. Without such extensive 
interrelationship as have been de­
scribed, and without complete coor­
dination and cooperation with COSCA, 
the resulting NCSP products will be 
severely limited in usefulness. 

The process of building toward 
meaningful statistics takes time. 
Concurrent with expanding and re­
fining the annual report national 
statistical series, the NCSP effort 
must encourage movement toward 
quality and precisian in state 
court statistics. The necessarily 
longterm nature of this evolution­
ary process will contribute greatly 
to year-to-year improvements and 
enhancements of the statistical 
series. Given the complexity of 
the problems being faced, building 
toward comparability, quality as­
surance, and appropriate detail is 
a necessary ipcremental process. 
It is in this light that the NCSP 
presents the data and analysis con­
tained in the Annual Report, 1976. 



r 

/ 

L 
L 

I 
k· 

--~-------

" 

-~-- ---~----------

I 
1 
l 

Part I 
1976 State court caseload 
summary statistics 

Introduction 

The summary tables in Part I 
display the 1976 case flow of ap­
pellate courts and trial courts for 
the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. This 
introduction will explain the 
general measures of analysis used in 
these tables. The summary tables 
for appellate courts, with commen­
tary, will follow, and the summary 
tables will then be shown for trial 
courts. 

Measures of analysis used on summory 
tables 

Several devices are used in the 
summary tables for analyzing the 
case flow data. The measures select­
ed for use in the tables vary ac­
cording to the data being analyzed. 
A brief explanation of each measure 
and its use in describing the 
court's caseflow will be given. 

Disposed as a percent of filed. 
This measure represents the percent 
of the number of filed cases that 

I: the court was able to dispose. The 

f
',l percent is computed by dividing the 

number of cases disposed by the num-
, I ber of cases filed and then multi-
I: plying by 100. A percent over 100 
! woula indicate that the court dis-
I, posed more cases than were fi led, 
1 thu s reduc ing pend ing case load. A 
t,; percent significantly less than 100 ti would ind icate that the court is not 
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keeping up with the volume of cases 
being filed. This measure was not 
computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than 10 or if the 
quantity of missing data made it 
inappropriate. 

End pending as a percent of 
filed. This figure gives the per­
cen~of the number of filed cases 
that were pending at the end of the 
year. This measure is computed by 
dividing the 'number of cases pending 
at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then multiplying 
by 100. A value of 100 percent 
would indicate that the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year 
was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. A value 
higher than 100 percent would in­
dicate a pending case load larger 
than cases filed, while a value 
lower than 100 percent would in­
dicate a pending case load smaller 
than the number of cases filed. The 
smaller the percent, the better a 
court has handled its case load. 
This percent was not computed if the 
number of cases filed was less than 
10 or if the quantity of missing 
data made it inappropriate. 

Number change in pending case­
load. This number gives the net in­
crease or decrease in pending case­
load for the court year by sub­
tracting the number of cases pending 
at the beginning of the year from 

~ preceding \l8p;8 Mank 
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the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year. A positive number 
ind icates the add it ion of cases to 
the pending caseload while a nega­
tive number indicates a reduction in 
the pending case load. Thus, a large 
negative change in pending indicates 
that the court is keeping the cape­
flow current, and even making headway 
in reducing the pending case load. A 
large positive change in pending 
would indicate that the court has 
not kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in pending case­
load. This percentage indicates the 
change in pending cases relative to 
the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is ob­
tained by dividing the number change 
in pending case load by the number of 
cases pending at the beginning of 
the year and then mUltiplying by 
100. A high negative percent in­
dicates that the court reduced its 
pending case load significantly, 
while a high positive percent in­
dicates that the pending case load 
increased s~gnificantly. This meas­
ure was not computerl if the number 
of beginning pending cases was less 
than 10. 

Filed per unit of population. 
The unit of state population used on 
all court case flow charts is 
100,000. This measure compensates 
for vat'iations in state population 
and gives a more realistic basis for 
comparison of case loads among 
'states' of various sizes. If all 
other factors (court jurisdiction, 
case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the filed per unit of population 
statistic will permit direct com­
parisons among states of the number 
of filed cases. For ~ivil cases in 
trial courts, this measure will in­
dicate, among other things, the pro­
pensity to litigate among the 
citizens in a given state. 

Disposed and end pending per 
unit of population. These measures 
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are displayed in appellate court 
tables, with 100,000 as the unit of 
population. If all other factors 
(court jurisdiction, discretionary 
jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) 
are similar, the disposed and end 
pending per 100,000 population sta­
tistics pei~it direct comparisons 
among 'states' of the number of dis­
posed and end pending cases. 

Filed and disposed per judge. 
These measures are displayed in ap­
pellate court tables. If all other 
factors (court jurisdiction, dis­
cretionary jurisdiction, case defi­
nition, panels in the court, etc.) 
are similar, these measures will 
permit comparison of case load per 
judge. 

The necessity for caution when 
making any comparisons among states 
must be repeated. This warning 
holds true especially for compari­
sons made with the use of any ~f the 
above measures. 

Appellate court summary statistics 

In this section, tables are pre­
sented to show the case flow of ap­
pellate courts in 1976. Appellate 
courts are subdivided into courts of 
last resort (the final court of ap­
peal within a particular state) and 
intermediate appellate courts 
(courts whose primary work is the 
disposition of initial appeals re­
ceived from trial courts of general 
jurisdiction or administrative agen­
cies, and whose decisions are usu­
ally sub jec t to appeal or review by, 
a court of last resort within a 
given state). For purposes of data 
presentation in some tables, the 
courts of last resort have been 
divided further into courts of last 
resort in states with intermediate 
appellate courts and courts of last 
resort in 'states' without inter­
mediate appellate courts. All ap­
pellate courts reported at least 
some case flow data. 
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Data presented in the following 
tables were compiled fl"l)m all data 
that were available, both in annual 
reports and in unpublished data pro­
vided by individual appellate court 
clerks and state court administra­
tors. Therefore, these data cannot 
be found in published annual reports 
alone. The sources of data from 
each court are shown in the indi­
vidual court profiles in Part II and 
in Appendix A. 

Three factors prevent compara­
bility from 'state' to 'state' of 
this appellate court case flow data. 
These are variations in court juris­
diction, variations in case classi­
fication, and variations in the way 
cases are counted. 

Major variation from 'state' to 
'state' in court jurisdiction among 
appellate courts results from the 
kind and amount of discretionary 
jurisdiction over initial appeals 
granted to courts of last resort and 
to intermediate appellate courts. 
'States' having both levels of ap­
pellate courts generally direct the 
more difficult appeals to the court 
of last resort, but these are not 
necessarily the same types of cases 
in every 'state'. Similarly, trial 
courts of general jurisdiction in 
some 'states' have incidental appel­
late jurisdiction. These courts may 
receive a large portion of the ini­
tial appeals, while other 'states' 
that do not assign appellate juris­
diction to general jurisdiction 
courts will have all of their 
appeals heard in the appellate 
courts. In these 'states' the ap­
pellate courts will have a much 
higher filing rate, but not neces­
sarily more workload than in those 
'states' where appeals are heard in 
general jurisdiction courts. 

These differences in appellate 
jurisdiction mean that the types of 
appellate cases will vary from 
'state' to 'state' and that the 
types of issues presented will also 
vary in complexity. For example, 
criminal appeals may require less 
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judge time than civil appeals, but 
the proportion of criminal appeals 
heard in any level of c9urt is not 
the same in all 'states'. Another 
example is found in the number of 
original jurisdiction cases. The 
number of and time consumed by these 
cases is affected by several vari­
ables, including whether or not 
state statutes require that col­
lateral attacks on criminal convic­
tions be filed originally in the 
trial court or in the appellate 
court. 

Another variation in appellate 
court jurisdiction is in the amount 
of discretion in jurisdiction grant­
ed to the court. The amount of time 
needed to decide whether or not to 
hear a discretionary appeal is usu­
ally much less than the time re­
quired to hear a mandatory appeal 
case. The ordinary appeal of right, 
however, is generally less complex 
to decide than an appeal allowed 
after the exercise of discretionary 
jurisdiction. These variations in 
jurisdiction make case load compari­
sons among appellate courts extreme­
ly difficult. 

The second major variation in 
appellate court data arises in the 
classification of cases. The types 
of actions included as filings may 
involve time spans that vary from a 
few minutes to several months of 
judge time •. Original jurisdiction 
cases and requests for leave to 
appeal generally require less judge 
time than appeals, while appeals of 
right are less complex and less time 
consuming than appeals allowed 
through discretionary jurisdiction. 
Many of the problems in comparabili­
ty result from the various ways in 
which courts classify these differ­
ent types of cases. Some courts re­
port only total filings with no in­
dication as to the types of cases 
included. Other courts report only 
what they have designated as ap­
peals. Still other courts classify 
all types of cases by case cate­
gory. Often definitions are not 



given for the case categories. The 
types of cases classified as appeals 
are a difficult problem. Requests 
for bail pending appeal, requests 
for delayed appeal, and petitions to 
stay the lower court ruling pending 
appeal generally would not be con­
sidered appeals, but are counted as 
such in some courts. The appeals 
caseload will be inflated in these 
'states'. Comparison of appellate 
caseflow is difficult because of 
these kinds of variations in the 
classification of the cases being 
counted. 

The final variation in appellate 
court case data results from differ­
ences in when cases are counted and 
how they are counted. Some courts 
count cases as soon as the notice of 
appeal is filed while others count 
them at a later event, such as the 
filing of the record or the filing 
of the appellant's brief. The lat­
ter method will exclude those cases 
that are wi thdr'awn before the 
counting point. Courts may inflate 
or deflate their case flow by the way 
they count appeals of criminal con­
victions for two or more defendants, 
by whether cross appeals are counted 
as separate cases, and by the way 
they count appeals granted through 
discretionary jurisdiction. Courts 
with discretionary jurisdiction some­
times report the total number of 
cases filed without distinguishing 
between mandatory and discretionary 
jurisdiction cases; or they separate 
mandatory and discretionary cases 
filed but do not indicate the number 
of requosts for discretionary review 
granted; or they provide separate 
data for mandatory cases, discre­
tionary jurisdiction granted, and 
discretionary jurisdiction denied; 
or they combine mandatory jurisdic­
tion cases and cases accepted for 
review, but report separately the 
total number of petitions for review 
filed. This latter results in 
double counting of granted petitions 
for review. 

In trying to deal with these 
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many variations in case data, the 
National Court Statistics Project 
has presented as much information as 
possible about the caseflow. The 
jurisdiction of each court is out­
lined briefly in the court system 
chart for each 'state' located in 
Part II of this report. Also pre­
sented in each court statistical 
profile in Part II is any available 
information about case category 
classifications or how and when 
cases are counted. Because the 
deciding of appeals is the primary 
function of the appellate courts, 
data on appeals should be separated 
from data on procedural matters. 
Unfortunately, data on appeals were 
not reported by states in sufficient 
detail to separate all appellate 
caseloads into categories. In the 
detailed caseflow tables (Tables 3 
and 4) appeals have been d1S­

tinguished from original proceedings 
and requests to appeal for courts of 
last resort and for intermediate ap­
pellate courts whenever such data 
were available. Even so, the sig­
nificant differences in the defini­
tion and classification of cases in 
appellate courts have led the 
National Court Statistics Project 
staff to define appellate caseload 
to include as 'cases' any appeal, 
any original proceeding, or any re­
quest to appeal. 

The appellate tables that follow 
(Numbers 1 through 15) are sequenced 
from the presentation of general 
data to more specific analytical 
tables. The tables present general 
caseflow, various analyses of case­
flow, civil and criminal breakdowns, 
and time-to-disposition of appeals. 
The last two tables (Numbers 14 and 
15) present 10-year trends in 
filings for those 'states' reporting 
total case data for 5 or more years, 
as well as the number and percent 
change in filings for these courts. 

Only national totals, which 
appear as 'Estimated national 
totals' in Table 1, have been esti­
mated. All other data in the fol-

'. 

i 
i 

II 
J 

i 

11 
Ii 
j'i 
I; 

.I

t). 
. , 

. I 
I 

t ) 
1 : 
l~ 
L. 
I ! 
L\ 

lowing appellate tables are as re­
ported and verified by state court 
personnel. 

General appellate court caseflow 
(Tables 1-4) 

Tables 1 through 4 contain 1976 
case flow data available for appel­
late courts. Table 1 also includes 
estimated nationwide caseflow. 

Reported·and estimated national 
case flow for appellate courts (Table 
1). This summary table displays 
both reported and estimated 1976 
filings, dispositions, and pending 
cases for courts of last resort, 
intermediate appellate courts, and 
the two levels combined (all appel­
late courts). These caseflow 
figures are derived from the re­
ported totals in Table 2. 

Estimated national totals in 
Table 1 are based on eight predic­
tive equations: one eaoh for the 
number of beginning pending, filed, 
disposed, and end pending cases in 
the courts of last resort and in the 
intermediate appellate courts. 

Several variables were examined 
for use in the predictive equa­
tions. Among these were the number 
of judges, the number of courts of 
last resort, the number of inter­
mediate arpellate courts, and cer­
tain population and economic varia­
bles. The population variables were 
used because population has long 
been considered a good predictor of 
caseload. Correlations between pop­
ulation variables and appellate 
caseload proved to be quite good. 

The national caseflow estimates 
are displayed as 95 percent confi­
dence intervals for the courts of 
last resort and intermediate appel­
late courts. The confidence inter­
vals for all appellate courts are the 
sums of the intervals for the courts 
of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts. A 95 percent con­
fidence interval means that for 95 
out of 100 samples of data t the con-
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fidence interval would be expected 
to contain the true value. A more 
complete technical discussion of the 
procedure used for estimation can be 
found in Appendix B. 

In addition to estimating na­
tiona.l caseflow, Table 1 introduces 
two comparability measures that are 
used in this report. First, the 
average number of beginning pending, 
filed, disposed, and end pending 
cases per judge are presented for 
courts of last resort and inter­
mediate appellate courts separately 
and for all appellate courts to­
gether. Averages in Table 1 were 
derived by dividing the midpoint of 
the confidence intervals for cases 
filed, disposed, or pending by the 
number of full-time judges assigned 
to courts of last resort, to inter­
mediate appellate courts, and to all 
appellate courts. Caseload per 
judge provides a measure against 
which states and individual courts 
can compare their own caseloads with 
states and individual courts that 
have a different number of judges. 

Second, average filed, disposed, 
and pending cases per 100,000 unit 
of state population are presented 
for all appellate courts, for courts 
of last resort, and for intermediate 
appellate courts. Averages in Table 
1 were constructed by dividing the 
interval midpoints ror all appellate 
courts and fqr all oourts of last re­
sort by the total revised estimated 
1976 u.S. p6pulatioD plus Puerto 
Rico (217,882,000) divided by 
100,000. Av&rages pe~ unit of pop­
ulation for intEH'!'m~diilte appellate 
courts were construc~ud by dividing 
the interval midpoint for filed, dis­
posed, and pending cases for inter­
mediate appellate cOllrts by the total 
estimated 1976 population for the 25 
states that had intermediate appel­
late courts in 1916 (171,027,000) 
divided by 100,000. Average per­
unit-of population figures provide a 
measure for the compariso~ among 
'states' of appellate court caseload 
and casef19w while equalizing varia-



tions reaulting from differences in 
state populations. 

A compa:dson of the estimated 
totals for 1975 and 1976 (with the 
data for Puerto Rico removed from 
the 1976 estimates) indicates that 
there was almost an 8 percent in­
crease in the number of estimated 
total appellate court filings. The 
estimated number of cases per judge 
and per 100,000 population have also 
increased from 1975 to 1976: The 
number of estimated filings per 
judge increased from 151.8 to 159.6 
in all appellate courts together, 
from 134.3 to 147.6 in courts of 
last resort, and from 165.3 to 168.6 
in intermediate appellate courts. 
The number of estimated filings per 
100,000 population increased from 
55.6 to 59.3 in all appellate courts 
together, 21.4 to 23.4 in courts of 
last resort, and 43.9 to 45.6 in in­
termediate appellate courts. Simi­
lar increases were evident in the 
pending and disposition figures. 

Reported appellate court case­
flow (Table 2). This table presents 
the actual reporteQ case flow data 
from each 'state' for courts of last 
resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts. 
In addition to giving an overview of 
case flow activity in each appellate 
court, Table 2 shows the number of 
courts of last resort and the number 
of intermediate appellate courts in 
each 'state' as well as the number 
of judges assigned to these courts 
during 1976. The estimated 1976 
population in each 'state' is shown 
in the last column. 

"Reported totals" at the bottom 
of Table 2 are the totals of pub­
lished and unpublished data received 
from the 'states'. "Number of states 
reporting" indicates how many 
'states' provided information in 
each case flow phase--beginning 
pending, filed, disposed, and end 
pending. 'States' were included in 
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the nationwide totals only if data 
were reported for all courts in the 
state. "Percent of popUlation rep­
resented" is the percent of the 
total U.S. population (plus Puerto 
Rico) represented by the number of 
'states' that reported data in the 
caseflow phase for courts of last 
resort, and the percent of the total 
popUlation of the 25 states with 
intermediate appellate courts rep­
resented by the number of states re­
porting data for intermediate appel­
late courts. 

The total appellate court case­
flow figures are the sum of avail­
able data for courts of last resort 
and intermediate appellate courts. 
If data were missing for one of the 
two levels of court, the total is 
footnoted. This table is not in­
tended to provide a basis for direct 
comparison between any two states or 
courts. Any review of court-of­
last-resort data should include an 
awareness of whether or not a state 
has an intermediate appellate 
court. Courts of last resort in 
'states' that do not have inter­
mediate appellate courts handle the 
entire appellate caseload, whereas 
the highest court handles only the 
most serious cases in states that 
have an intermediate appellate 
court. Subsequent tables in this 
report (Tables 5 through 8) will 
separate data for appellate courts 
of last resort in states having an 
intermediate appellate court from 
those that do not. 

Another measure of comparability 
used on many tables in this report, 
the number and percent increase or 
decrease in end pending, is intro­
duced in this table. An increase or 
decrease in the number of end pend­
ing cases serves as a measure of how 
well a court handled its case load 
during a given year. The number 
change in pending cases gives an in­
dication of whether or not a court 
has accumulated more cases than it 
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has processed, creating a pending 
caseload problem. The percent 
change in the number of cases pend­
ing at the en~ of the year provides 
a comparison of the change in pend­
ing relative to the number of cases 
pending at the beginning of the year 
and permits both internal and ex­
ternal comparisons. That is, the 
court can compare its progress 
against its own record, or it can 
compare its yearly output with the 
output of other courts of similar 
jurisdiction and judicial resources. 

Of the 37 court systems (35 
states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico) for which the per­
cent change in pending was calcu­
lated for courts of last resort, 6 
states reduced the number of pending 
cases. There were 16 states and the 
District of Columbia with a calcu­
lated percent change in pending be­
tween 0 and 20 percent, while West 
Virginia had over a 200 percent in­
crease in pending--from 34 to 110 
cases. In the 39 court systems (37 
states, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico) that reported pending 
cases, national total pending in­
creased by 15.6 percent. 

The percent change in pending 
cases was computed for 18 states 
with intermediate appe lla te courts. 
Three states showed a decrease in 
pending cases while half of the 
states (nine) had an increase in 
pending cases between 0 and 20 
percent. Two states had large per­
cent increases (84.4 and 77.2 per­
cent) in pending cases. For the 18 
states reporcing pending data, total 
pending increased by 15.0 percent. 

A final cau tion to be kept in 
mind is that Table 2 presents data 
for courts of last resort in raw 
form, without regard to the presence 
or absence of intermediate appellate 
courts, and without regard to com­
position and jurisdiction of the ap­
pe lla te courts in each's ta te' • 
Comparisons between 'states' should 
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be made only after carefully com­
paring the jurisdictions of the 
courts in the court system charts 
found in Part II. 

Detailed category case flow 
(Tables 3 and 4). Detailed case load 
(appeala, original proceedings, re­
quests to appeal, total cases) for 
courts of last resort and for inter­
mediate appellate courts in those 
'states' reporting data is presented 
in Tables 3 and 4. Case data in 
these tables indicate the broad 
subject-matter composition of appel­
late court cases reported to be 
pending, filed, and disposed. 

These two tables should be 
viewed as summary tables, because no 
attempt has been made to deparate 
courts on any criterion of compara­
bility (e.g., separating courts of 
last resort in states that have 
intermediate appellate courts from 
those that do not). As increasing 
numbers of appellate courts report 
uniformly defined data, future 
reports will provide more informa­
tion on the actual compositions of 
the case load handled by appellate 
courts. The number of 'states' 
presenting data in Tables 3 and 4 is 
shown in Figures D and E. 

For courts of last resort, the 
total number of court systems re­
porting was 52 because of the in­
clusion of the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. Two courts of last 
resort reported that they do not 
handle original proceedings, and one 
stated that it does not handle re­
quests to appeal. Therefore, 50 
court systems reported handling 
original proceedings in the courts 
of last resort, and 51 court systems 
reported handling requests to appeal. 

The states reporting appeals and 
total case data for the intermediate 
appellate courts were from the 25 
states having intermediate appellate 
courts. In four states intermediate 
appellate courts do not handle 

.' 
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Pigure D: Number of 'states' reporting data for courts of last resort. 

Beginning End 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 

Appeals 26 30 44 46 41 44 27 30 

Original proceedings 15 23 33 37 30 34 16 23 

Requests to appeal 12 14 26 30 23 26 12 '14 

Total cases 35 39 47 50 46 50 35 39 

Note: There were 52 'states' providing court of 1a.st resort data 
(50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico) in 
1976. Puerto Rico was not included in the 1975 data. Two 
states do not handle original proceedings and one state 
does not handle requests to appeal in courts of last resort. 

Figure E: Number of states reporting data for intermediate appellate courts, 
1975 and 1976. 

Beginning End 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 

Appeals 17 17 23 24 22 23 17 16 

Original proceedings 6 7 10 10 10 10 6 6 

Requests to appeal 4 4 5 5 5 5 4 4 

Tota~ ~ases 18 19 23 25 22 24 18 19 

Note: There are 25 states with intermediate appellate courts. 
Four states do not handle original proceedings and five 
states do not handle requests to appeal in intermediate 
appellate courts. 

original proceedings, and in five 
states these cQurts do not handle 
requests to appeal. Therefore, the 
numbers of states handling these 
cases are 21 and 20, respectively, 
for original proceedings and re­
quests to appeal. 

Although all appellate courts 
reported some case flow statistics in 
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1976, the data in this report are 
far from complete. The situation 
has improved over 1975, however, 
when no data were available for two 
appellate courts. The most notice­
able increase in data availability 
is in the pending caseload in the 
courts of last resort. 

.. ---.-._.-............. _-- - - .. ~--.. -, 

Table 1: Reported and estimated national caseflow for courts of last resort, 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1976. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population. 

Reported and estimated casef I "" 
8egl nnl ng 

pend I ng Filed Disposed 

All appellate cwrts 

Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 40,248 115,61 i 111,965 
Number of 'states' reporting •••••••••••• 37 49 48 
Percent of population represented ••••••• 53.6% 89.3% 91.7% 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper Ii ml t of 95% conf I dence Interval 85,544 126,922 124,502 
L""er limit of 9~ confidence Interval 53,120 131,334 120,670 

Est I mated nat I ona I totals, 1975 ......... 56,619 118,566 108,043 

Cwrts of last resort 

Reported! cases •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 14,554 47,030 44,778 
Number of 'states' report I ng •••••••••••• 39 49 48 
Percent of population represented ••••••• 58.4% 89.3% 91.7% 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper II ml t of 95% conf I dence I nter va I 28,031 53,276 49,038 
Lower limit of 9~ conf Idence I nterva I 16,289 48,864 47,322 

Est I mated nat I ona I tota I 5, 1975 ......... 15,780 45,523 41,356 

I ntennedl ate appe Ilat .. cwrts 

Reported caSes. ~ ••• ~ ..................... 34,065 78,058 68,605 
Number of 'states' reporting •••••••••••• 19 25 24 
Percent of pupulatlon represented ....... 70.6% 100.0% 93.1% 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper II mi t of 95% conf I dence Interval 57,513 75,464 
Lower limit of 95% confidence Interval 36,831 73,348 

Estimated national tota I s, 1975 ......... 40,839 73,043 66,687 

Estimated cases per jud~ 

All appe I I ate courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 85.7 159.6 151.5 
Courts of I ast resort •••••••••••••••••••••••• 64.0 147.6 139.2 
IntermedIate appellate courts ................ 101.9 168.6 160.7 

Estlo ... ted cases per 100,000 pq>ulatlon 

All appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 31.8 59.3 56.3 
Courts of I as t resort •••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.2 23.4 22.1 
Intermediate appellate courts •••••••••••••••• 27.6 45.6 43.5 

intermediate appellate 

End 
pendl ng 

44,934 
37 
53.6% 

92,612 
63,300 
64,695 

16,838 
39 
58.4% 

30,358 
19,612 
16,670 

39,162 
19 
70.6% 

62,254 
43,688 
48,025 

96.4 
72.2 

114.4 

35.8 
11.5 
31.0 

Percent cha nge 
In pending 

11.6 

14.3 

15.7 

5.6 

15.0 

17.6 

Note: For Inclusion on 1hls table, a case Is any appeal, any original proceeding, or any request to appeal. To ascertain the 'states' that 
reported data I n any category, refer to Table 2. 

Reported cases: 
The reported caseS totals for a II appellate courts, courts of last resort, or I ntermedi ate appellate courts I nclude only data fran 

'states' with data on all appellate courts, all courts of last resort, or all Intermediate appellate courts, respectively. 
Number of 'states' reporting: 

Reported cases for all appellate courts and courts of last resort are from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Reported cases for Intermediate appellate courts are fran the 25 states with Intermediate appellate courts in 1976. 

Percent of population represented: 
'State' popUlations used for all appellate courts and courts of last resort are fran the revised 1976 Bureau of Census estimates and 

total 217,882,000 for the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Bureau of Census estlnetes for the population In 
the 25 states with Intermediate appellate courts In 1976 totaled 171,027,000. The percent of po?ulation represented for each 
casefl"" category Is based on the appropriate total population figure. 

Estimated national totals: 

Estimated natlr.nal totals for 1975 are the cumulative totals of all reported data plus the estlneted data for each 'state' not 
reportl ng dat~l the 1975 data do not I nclude Puerto RI co. 

Estimated national totals 95% confidence Intervals for 1976 are the cumUlative totals for all reported data plus the 95% confidence 
I nterva I for each state not report I ng data. A 9 ~ conf I dence I nterva I wou I d be expected to conta I n the true va lue for 95 out of 100 
samples. 

Estimated cases per jud~: 
For the year 1976: 'there were 83 appellate courts, with a total of 809 judges assigned to them In the 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, and Puerto Rico; there were 54 courts of last resort, with a total of 346 jud~s assigned to than; and 29 intermediate 
appellate courts with 463 JUdges assigned to them. Estimated cases per judge ""re developed IJt dividing the midpoints of the 
estimated national totals confidence Intervals for each type of couer by the number of judges assigned to than In 1976. The number 
of judges assigned does not consider that: some judges may have been unavailable because of Illness or mid-year retirement; some 
courts use full-time canmlssloners to screen cases; and some use part-time judges over and above their assigned canplement of 
judges. 

Estimated cases per 100,000 popUlation: 
Est'mated cases per 100,000 popu lat I on were deve loped IJt d I v I dl ng the ml dpol nts of the est I mated nat I ona I tota Is conf I dence I nterva I 5 

by 2178.82 for all appellate courts and courts of last resort, and by 1710.27 for I ntermedl ate appellate courts. 

-- = Not appl·1 cable. 
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Table 2: Reported appellate court caseflow for courts of last resor,t .. intermediate appellate courts, and all appellate courts, 1976. 

Number and percent change in pending. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts. Number of judges in each 
appellate court. 1976 state population in thousands. Reported national totals with number of states reporting and percent ot population 
represented. 

State 

A I abama--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• 
Court 01 Civil Appeals •••••••• 

,Court of Criminal Appeals ••••• 

Alaska •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas •••••••• :t ••••••••••••••• 
California •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Delaware. a •••••••••••• a. a ••••••• 

~istrict of Columbia •••••••••••• 
Florida ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawal J •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I nd lana ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentuc ky ••••••••••• " •••••••••••• 
Louisiana ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maine ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••••••••• 

Michigan •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mississippi ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Missouri •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Montana ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebras ka •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nevada •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh 1 ref •••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey •••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

New Mexico •••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Yor k--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 

Appellate Divisions 01 the 
Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

Appellate Terms of the 
Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

North Caro I Ina •••••••••••••••••• 

North Oa I<ota •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ohio •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma-~STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 

Supreme Courta •••••••••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appealsa •••• 
Oregon •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 

pend I "9 

o 

258 
305 
N/A 
N/A 
366 
N/A 
233 

1,103 fh 

1,159 
405 
221 
315 
340 
80h 

999 
239f 

N/A 
N/A 
279 

25 
N/A 
396 
N/A 
610 
165 
N/A 
388 1 

256 
249 
443 1 

168 
N/A 

N/A 
1,426 
1,182 

244 
335 

Court of I ast resort 

Filed 

468 

Dis­
posed 

510 

335 
1,023 1,004 

N/A 613 
3,801 e 3,694e 

651 674 
N/A 241 
335 282 

1,3G9 
2,214 
1,433 

265 
332 
998e 

430 
1,176 

438 
833 

1,762 
334 
657 
663J 

1,045 
911 
936 
579 
409 
716 1 

806 
273 

1,164 1 

558 

1,224 
2.390 
1.404 

166 
249 
987e 

430 
1.079 

340 
1.217J 
1.586 

299 
668 
609J 
921 
833 
819 
649 
N/A 
634 1 

803 
320 
9851 

603 

546 492 
150 144 

1,404" 1,374e 

1,998 1,795 
1,019 908 

979 887 
973e 911 e 

End 
pend I n9 

391 
324 
N/A 
N/A 
343 
N/A 
286 

1.248" 
983 
4119 
320 
398 
351 

80 
1.0789 

337 
N/A 
N/A 
314 

14 
N/A 
520 
N/A 
727 
95 

N/A 
470 1 

259 
202 
622 1 

123 
N/A 

N/A 
1.646 
1.3109 

336 
397 

1976 
I ntermed I ate appe I I ate courts A II appe II ate courts Number of 

courts 

Number of state 

Change In 
pend I "9 

NUm- Per-

ber cent 

o 0.0 

133 51.6 
19 6.2 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
-23 -6.3 
N/A N/A 

53 22.7 
145 13.1 

-176 -15.2 
6 1.5 

99 44.8 
83 26.3 
11 3.2 
o 0.0 

79 7.9 
98 41.0 

Beg I nn I ng 
pend I ng Filed 

Dis­
posed 

523 1.270 1.1191 

o 186j 186 
523 f 1.084 933 1 

1,254 

4.675 1 

592 

5.118h 

N/A 

4.0731 

499 

2.017 1,876 

10.312 11.357 
915 833 

9.129 8.180 
1.754e 1.754e 

3,973 3,935 
777J 653 

End 
pend I 09 

671 
o 

6719 

1.395 

4.544 1 

674 

6.067 
N/A 

4.111 
623 

Change In 
pend 1 n9 

! udges popu-
latlon 

I nter- I nter- In 

Num- Per- Beg I nn I ng 0 I s- End Last med 1- Last med 1- thou-

ber cent -"p",en",d:.:l",ng,,---,F:..:I..:.1 ",ed"--",po",s",e,,,d -"p.::.en",d:.:l",ng,,-- resort ate resort ate sands 

148 28.3 

148 28.3 

141 11.2 

-131 1 -2.8 1 

82 13.9 

949 18.5 
N/A N/A 

523 1.780 1.6291 671 

258 468 335 391 
1,559 3,040 2.880 1.719 

N/A N/A 613 N/A 
4.675 1p 14.113 15.051 4.544 1p 

958 1.566 1.507 1.017 

3 
5 
o 

3.653 

408 
__ -"-____ ~ ___ 7-__ ~12~ ~ 

o 0 2.117 
1 7 56 21.522 

7 10 2.575 
N/A N/A 241 N/A 0 603.102 

~ 233 335 282 286 0 
1.103 1.369 1.224 1.248 0 700 
6.277 11.343 10.570 7.050 1 20 8.353 

405P 3.187 3.158 411P 7 9 4.984 
221 265 166 320 5 0 884 

__ ~ __ ~~ ~~3:.:1~5 __ ~~3=3~2 __ ~2~4~9 __ ~~3~98~ __ ~ ____ ~O __ ~ __ ~O~ ~ 
38 0.9 4.413 4.971 4.922 4.462 34 11.193 

124 24.8 579 1.207 1.083 703 5.313 
999 1.176 1.079 1.078 0 0 2.874 
239 438 340 337 0 0 2.299 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/II 

__ ~70"k~~6~1~5 __ ~=7~I_k __ --'5~4~4 __ k ~5~4~4_k __ ~~ _~~OP~~I~.244~8~~I,~2.::.88~ __ ~5244~P~ ___ ~ __ ~ __ ~7 __ ~14~ ~ 
760 lh 2.189 2.031 918 158 20.8 760P 3.951 3.617 918P 7 29 3.875 

35 12.5 
-11 -44.0 
M/A N/A 
124 31.3 
N/A N/A 
117 19.2 
-70 -42.4 
N/A N/A 

187 1.541 1.491 
N/A 605 519 

4.127 4.544 4.584 

1.836 2.181 1.984 

237 
N/A 

4.087 

2.033 

~~I ______________ ~~ ____ ~_ 

1.2 
-47 -18.9 
179 1 40.4 1 

-45 -26.8 
N/A N/A 

4.266 1 

249 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
71 17.1 1 N/A 
6 NC 

N/A N/A 2.490 
220 15.4 nh 
128 10.8 
92 37.7 

4.819 1 4.349 1 

446 550 
9.477' 9.067 

7.362
' 

7.560 

2.115 1.507 
1.027 999 

7.204 6.315 
418 347 

4.7361 

145 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

4.591g 
163h 

62 18.5 __ ..:6~6~9 __ -"-I~.8~4'-!7 __ ..:1L.7:.:8~6~ ___ 7~3~0~ 

279 334 299 314 0 6c 0 1.071 
50 26.7 212 2.198 2.159 l51 7 12 4.125 

N/A N/A N/A 1.268 1.128 N/A 5.791 
-40 -1.0 ..24 .!.:5"'2=-3 __ --'5'-'.~5"'89'--~5~.!.:5.::.05=----'4:c!.~6.::.07t__ __ ~ ____ .!. ___ ~ __ ",18~ ~ 

N/A 911 833 N/A 0 3.954 
610 936 819 727 0 0 2.365 

197 10.7 2.001 2.760 2.633 2.128 22 4.787 
N/A 409 N/A N/A 755 

__ ~ __ -=~ __ ~3~88~1 ____ ~7~1.::.6_1 __ ~6~34~1 ____ ~47~0~1 ____ ~ __ ~O __ ~ __ --,O~ ~ 
256 806 803 259 0 5 0 613 

4701 11.01 

-104 -41.8 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A ;, N/A 
N/A N/A 

2.101 84.4 
71 77.2 

61 9.1 

249 273 320 202 0 5 0 827 
4,709 1 5.983 1 5.334 1 5.358 1 1 21 c 7.339 

__ ..:4'-!1:'-7_-:-1~.-':0=04:.....!.Jl.C!1~53=--_--"2"'68"-- __ ~ ____ .!. ___ -"--__ -'5~ ~ 
N/A 10.072' 11.969 N/A 2 33 18.053 

2.490P 

1,518 

1.573 
150 

8.608 
2.416 

1.491 
144 

7.689 
2.142 

48 1p 1 

4,59~? 

1.809 

__ 1 ___ 0 

24 

5,462 

__ ~ __ -=O~ ~ 
7 38 10.690 

12 6 2.770 
9 

3 
-"-1.~0~024 __ --'2~.~8~20~~2~.!.:6~9:'-7 __ ....!.Jl.C!1~27~ __ ~ ____ .!. ___ ..:7_c __ ~6_ ~ 

J 
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Pennsyl van la--STATE TOTAL ••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
COlMlonwea I th Courta ••••••••••• 

Puerto R J co •••••••••• '" ••••• " • 
Rhode I s I and •••••••••••••••• •••• 
South Cara I Ina •••••••••••••••••• 
South DEl kota •••••••••••••• " •••• 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 

Court of Appea J sa ••••••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appealsa •••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 
Supreme Courta •••••••••••••••• 
Court of erl ml na I Appea I sa •••• 

Utah •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont •••••••••••••••••• t •••••• 

Virginia ....................... . 
Washington .................... .. 
West Virginia .................. . 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming ........................ . 

N/A 

369 
355 
122 
234 fl 

N/A 

877 
154 
723 
N/A 
287 
501 t 
241 
34 

598fl 

130 

1,736 

1,204 
411 
416 
294e 

897e 

4,774 
1,072 
3,702 

556 
366 

1,672e 

589 
878 
939 
138 

N/A 

1,123 
319 
345 
25ge 

308el 

4,280 
1,021 
3,259 

2741 
360 

1,574e 

495 
802 
901 
134 

N/A 

450 
447 
193 
270 1 

IVA 

1,371 
205 

1,166 
N/A 
293 
591g 

335 
110 
6399 1 

134 

N/A 

81 
92 

71 
36 1 

N/A 

494 
51 

443 
N/A 

6 

90 
94 
76 
411 

N/A 

22.0 
25.9 
58.2 
15.4 1 

N/A 

56.3 
33.1 
61.3 

N/A 
2.1 

18.0 
39.0 

223.5 
6.91 

3.1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
847 

1,808f 

6,057 
3,631 
2,436 

1,330 
694 
636 

1,824 

1,777 

2,069P 

N/A 
2,069 

1,418 
688 
730 

1,717 

1,670 

Il/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
978g 

1,915 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
131 

107 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.5 

5.9 

N/A 

369 
355 
122 
234 1 

N/A 

1,724 

N/A 
287 
501 

2,049 
34 
5>~1 
130 

7,803 

1,204 
411 
416 
294 

2,227 

6,598 

556 
366 

1,672 
2,366 

878 
939 
138 

2,069P 

1,123 
319 
345 
259 

1,7261 

5,997 

2741 
360 

1,574 
2,165 

802 
901 
134 

N/A 

450 
447 
193 
270 1 

N/A 

2,349 

N/A 
293 
591 

2,250 
110 
639 1 

134 

2 

° o 
o 
o 

o 

° 

o 
o 

14 
9 

14 

o 

18 

9 

42 

11,802 

3,214 

~ 
2,844 

686 
4,234 

12,599 

o 1,232 

__ -7 __ ~0_ ~ 
o 5,052 

12 3,611 

o 

1,832 
4,610 

391 

Reported national totals·....... 14,554 47,030 44,778 16,828 2,274 
39 

15.6 34,065 
39 19 

78,058 68,605 39,162 5,097 15.0 40,248 115,611 111,965 44,934 54 29 346 463 217,882 
Number states report I ng......... 39 49 48 39 25 24 19 19 19 37 49 48 37 
Percent of popu I at I on represented· __ -,5",8;:.' 4.:...... __ 8"'9:;,,:.-'3'--=9;.,:1;:.. ;:.7 __ ",58"",-,-4 58.4 58.4 __ -,7",0:,c' 6,----,1",0",0.",0,--,9",3;:";:.1 ___ 7,0.6 70.6 70.6 _--'5~3;:..6~ __ ~8:,;9.~3~--'9~1;:..7~ __ -'5~3;:..5~ _________________________ _ 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal .. any original proceeding .. or any reques't to appeal. 
Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatlory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In 

N each state are displayed. 
'-I 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number Was deemed Inappropriate I f the dl visor was less than 10. 
-- = Not applicable. 

"Court Jurisdiction. 
cJudge Information. 
"Cases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It is counted as a disposed case • 
fSeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
IOata are not camp I ete. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
iSlddltlonal Information available. 
POata were not available for all courts in the state. 

*Reported national totals: 
The reported national totals Include ani y data for 'states' reporting data In the caseflow category for all courts In the state. Not Included In these national totals are Incomplete data for the New York 

court of last resort filings, the Pennsylvania Interm9dlate appellate courts disposItions, the Tennessee court of last resort dispositions, the Utah court of last resort dispositions, and the California, 
Georgia, Kentucky, LOUisiana, North Carolina, and Ohio lIall appellate courts" beginning pendings and end pendlngs. 

Number of 'states' report I n9: 
Raported cases for oourts of last resort and uall appel late court:;11 are from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Pu~rto Rico. Reported cases for intermediate appellate courts are from the 25 

states with Intermediate appellate courts. 
Percent of population represented: 

'state' populations used for courts of last resort and uall appellate courts" are the revised 1976 Bureau of Census estimates and total 217,882,000 for the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
RI co. Popu lat Ion for the 25 states with Intermed I ate appell ate courts tota Is 171,027 ,000. The percent of popu latlon represented for each casef low category Is besed on th Is tota I popu I atlon figure. 
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Table 3: Detailed category caseflow for courts of last resort, 1976. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with number 
of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

State and court title 

Alabama--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Supreme Courtq •••• o •••••••••••••• 

Arizona--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Supreme court •••••••••••••••••• 
Ca I i forn i a--Supreme Court"""",,"""""""""" " 
Colorado--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Con;19ct i cut--Supreme Co~rt."""""""""""""" 
De I aft~are--Supreme Court."""""""""""",,.,,"" 
DistricT of Columbla--Court of Appeals ••• 
Florida--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawaii--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--s':"lpreme Court"""",,"""""""""""""""" 
1111 noi s .. ·-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Indiana-nSupreme Court ................... . 
lowa--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Louisiana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Malne--Supreme Judicial Courtq ••••••••••• 
Maryland--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Supr9me Judicial Court •••• 
Michlgan--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Mi nnesota--Supreme Court ••• •.••••••••••••• 
Mississippi--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Mlssouri--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Montana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• ~ •• 
Nevada--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshire--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
New Mexico--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
New York--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 

North Carol i na--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••• ~ •••• 

Beginning pending 

o 
224 

216 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

N/A 
233 

1,I03fh 
X 

319 
218 

312 
181 

X 
999j 

231 f 

N/A 
N/A 
246 

25 
N/A 

o 

89 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
o 
X 

NH 
3 
3 

12 

X 

X 

8f 

N/A 
N/A 

o 
o 

N/A 
143 (k) 

N/A N/A 
607 3 

116 49 

N/A N/A 
388 X 

X X 
X X 

150 40 
X X 

N/A 
41 
2f 0 

o 
16 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
X 

(j) 

X 
86 
o 

147 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

o 
o 

253 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

253j 

X 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

o 
258 

305 
N/A 
N/A 
366 

N/A 
233 

1,103fh 

1,159 

405 
221 

315 
340 

80h 

999 
239 f 

N/A 
N/A 
279 

25 
N/A 
396 
N/A 
610 
165 

N/A 
388 i 

256 
249 

443 i 

168 
N/A 

41 I 
2f 

\I) 

i 
Co 
Co 
< 

243j 

334 
211 
N/A 

21 e 

152 

N/A 
335 

1,342 

285 
833 
253 

295 
6ge 

X 
955j 

406 
X 

461 

269 
175 
555 

Fi led 

28j 

16 
812 
N/A 

86 

886e 2,894 
225 274 

N/A 
X X 

27 (j) 

627 1,302 

NH 600 
12 0 

37 
87e 842 
X X 

31 190 
32 
X 21 

1,301 X 

2 6 
18 464 

108 

- II) 

'" III +- II) 

o '" f- U 

510J 

468 
1,023 

N/A 
3,801 e 

651 

N/A 
335 

1,369 

2,214 

1,433 
265 

332 
998e 

430 
1,176 

438 
833 

1,762 

334 
657 
663j 

70 (k) 975 1,045 

X X 
780 156h 

170 409 
291 118 
716 X 
627 172 

238 35 

232 95 
213 161 
595e 

165 
132 15 

" 

X 911 

936 

579 
409 

N/A 7161 

7 806 

273 
837j 1,164 i 

184 558 
N/A 595el 

381 546 
3 150 

243 
208 
185 
551 

118 
X 

192 
282 

1,197 

278 
862 
155 

228 
262 
151 

1,079j 

304 
X 

344 

236 
186 
501 

87 

461 
662 

215 

N/A 
634 

X 

X 

187 
288 
640 

158 
126 

Disposed 

:g 'i 
- G) .E'g 
L. ... o Do 

28 
12 

239 
82 

510 
335 

819 1,004 
62 613 

911 2,6659 3,694e 

X X 674 

X 

27 

626 
NH 
11 
21 
81 e 

58 

X 
36 
X 

1,242 

2 
18 

108 
(k) 

372 

157 
434 
N/A 

X 
X 

X 
93 

160 

15 

49 

X 
(j) 

1,486 

542 
o 

6449 

221 

X 

x 
X 
6 

464 

241 
282 

1,224 

2,390 
1,404 

166 
249 
987e 

430 

1,079 
340 

1,217J 

1,586 

299 
668 
609j 

834 921 
X 833 

819 

649 
N/A 

N/A 634 1 

X 803 

320 
705J 985 I 

155 603 
2,262e 2,9029 

334 492 
3 144 

End pending 

\I) 

'" ~ 
Co 
< 
o 

350 
o 
5 

242 82 

N/A N/A 

o 
20 

N/A N/A N/A 
X X X 

N/A N/A 
286 X X 

1,248h 0 (J) 

X X X 
270g NH 141g 

316 4 0 

379 19 
187 18 146 

X X X 

1,0789j X X 

333 4 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
279 0 0 

14 0 0 
N/A N/A 
126 (k) 

N/A N/A 
725h 2 

71 24 

N/A N/A 
470 X 

X X 
X X 

195 42 
X X 

N/A 
48 
8 0 

394 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

385J 

X 
N/A 
N/A 

o 

_·~ _______ ·,='o::-_'_u.r='::N>r¥' .. "'""W:;Oe 

391 
324 
N/A 
N/A 
343 
N/A 
286 

1,248h 

983 
411g 

320 
398 
351 

80 
1,0789 

337 

N/A 
N/A 
314 

14 
N/A 
520 

N/A 
727 

95 
N/A 
470 1 

259 
202 

622 i 

123 
N/A 

48 i 

8 

[1 

~ 
tl 
II J 
'I 

.' .J 

-\ 
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Ohio--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Supreme Courta ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa ••••••••••••• 

Oregon--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rico--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--SupremeCourt •••••••••••••• 
South Carol I na--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
South Dakota--Supreme COLi-rt ••• e ••• " •••••• 

Tennessee--Supreme Court ••••••••• $ ••••••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• ~ •• o ••••••••• 

Supreme Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa ••••••••••••• 

Utah--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Virginia--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Washington~-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
West Vlrglnla--Supreme Court of Appeals •• 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming--Supreme Court •••• ~ •••••••••• 4 ••• 

Reported national totals* •••••••••••••••• 
Number of 'states' reporting* •••••••••••• 
Percent of population repre~ented* ••••••• 

N/A 
X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 

X 

42 16 
X X 

122 0 
234 fh N/A 
N/A NH 

722 59 
26 32 

696 27 
N/A 
286 
103 f 34 
149 10 
24 10 

594t 4f 
116 14 

8,146 356 
30 23 
47.0 37.0 

N/A 
X 

X 

X 

N/A 
31 I 

X 

N/A 
N/A 

96 
96 

N/A 
NH 

1,608 
14 
31.2 

N/A 
1,426 
1,182 

244 
335 
N/A 
369 
355 
122 
234 fl 

N/A 
877 
154 
723 
N/A 
287 
50l f 

241 
34 

598fl 

130 
14,554 

39 
58.4 

143e 143 1,118 1,404e 263 130 981 e 1,374e 

1,381 446 171 1,998 1,106 489 200 1,795 
714 134 171 1,019 578 130 200 908 
667 312 979 528 359 887 

__ 4-'-:4:.:0:...e_--=6c.::6 __ ...:.46.=.7=------:- 973e 

830 906 1,736 
_-,-:..:.X __ ....:.;.X __ ...:.4:..;1 3:....e_-.-:.911 e 

N/A N/A N/A 
299 48 857 1,204 149 43 931 I, 123 
258 48 105 411 X X X 319 
403 13 416 334 11 345 
255e 15 24 294e 223 18 18e 25ge 

246e NH 651 897e 308 NH N/A 308e I 
2,657 1,424 693 4,774 2,274 1,339 667 4,280 

1 I I 268 693 1,072 107 247 667 1,021 
2,546 1,156 3,702 2,167 1,092 3,259 

556 556 2~1 2~1 

351 15 366 346 14 360 
(e) X 1,672 1,672e 220 174 I, 180e 1,574e 

200 37 352 589 151 38 306 495 
359 519 878 300 502 802 
682 177 80 939 649 172 80 901 
128 10 NH 138 125 9 NH 134 

20,61 I 8,371 16,401 47,030 17,742 8,232 15,551 44,778 
46 37 30 49 44 34 26 48 
89.5 66.1 69.9 89.3 89.3 68.7 69.9 91.7 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal, any ori~lnal proceeding. or any request to appeal. 

N/A 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

N/A 
X 
X 
X 
X 

192 21 
X X 

191 2 

270 N/A 
N/A NH 

1,105 144 
30 53 

1,075 91h 
N/A 
291 2 
112g 61 
198 9 
83 27 

6309 9 
119 15 

9,816 490 
30 23 
47.0 37.0 

N/A 
X 

X 

X 
N/A 
237 

X 

N/A 
N/A 
122 
122 

4189 
128 

N/A 
NH 

1,991 
14 
31.2 

N/A 
1,646 
1,3109 

336 
397 
N/A 
450 
447 
193 
270 1 

N/A 
1,371 

205 
1,166 

N/A 
293 
591g 
335 
110 
6399 1 

134 
16,828 

39 
58.4 

Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part I I of thIs report, 
where statistical profiles for all courts in each state are displayed. 

Blank space = Not enough information Is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This case type Is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be Included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
9Cases not included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as fi led appeals. 
When the resulting appeal is disposed, it Is counted as a disposed case. 

fBeglnnlng p~~ding figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending 
figure for the 1975 court year. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between fi lings and dispositions. 
iData are not complete. 

*Reported national totals: 

jExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
kAdditional information avai labia. 
qExplanation of sentence review cases: 

The Alaska Supreme Court reported 17 beginning pendlngs, 32 filed, 33 
disposed, and 16 end pending sentence review cases as a part of the 
total case figures. 

The Maine Supreme Judicial Court reported 33 beginning pending, 57 
filed, 55 disposed, and 35 end pending sentence review cases as a 
part of the total case figures. 

The reported national totals Included only data for 'states' reporting data In the caseflow category for al I courts in the state. 
cases f I I ed I n New York and tota I cases disposed I n Tennessee and Utah were not I nc I uded I n these nat I ona I tota I s. 

Incomplete data fer total 

Number of 'states' reporting: 
Reported cases for appeals and total cases are from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Reported cases from original proceedings and 

requests to appeal are from the 50 states and 51 'states' handling original proceedings and requests to appeal. respectively. 
Percent of population represented: 

State populations used are the r~vlsed Bureau of Census estimates and total 217,882,000 from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The 
total population Is 208,664,000 for the 50 'states' handling original proceedings and 217,491,000 for the 51 'states' handling requests to appeal. 

} 
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Table 4: Detailed category caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to app~al, and tot~' cases. Reported national totals with 

number of states reporting and percent of population represen.ed. 

State and court title 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• • 
Court of Civil Appeals ••••••••••• 
Cqurt of Criminal Appeals •••• , ••• 

Arl zona--Court of Appea I 5, ••••••••• 

Ca I I forn I.--Courts of Appeal, .. , ... 
Colorado':"_-Court of Appeals ••••••••• 
F I or I da--D I strl ct Ccurt 

523 
o 

523f 

1,220 
4,675 

592 

8eg I nn I ng 

X 

X 
34 

N/A NH 

523 
o 

523f 

1,254 
4,6751 

592 

1,270 
186 

1,084 

Filed 

1,851 166 
6,462 3,850 

915 

X 

X 

NH 

x X X 5,118h 7,931 666 532 
N/A N/A 1,530e 224 

4,073f NH NH 4,073f 3,973 NH NH 
499 NH 499 777J NH 

o 0 Ok X X 

_,,!X!.--",X,---::--7::6~0 fh 1,947 242 
187 0 187 1,384 157 
N/A N/A 605 

3,535 30 562 4,127 3,007 212 1,325 

1,815 21 1,836 1,805 376 

1,270 
186 

1,084 
2,017 

10,312 
915 

9,129 
1,754e 

3,973 
777J 
615 

2,189 
1,541 

605 
4,544 
2,181 

1,1191 

186 
933 1 

01 sposed 

1,697 179 
7,558 3,799 

833 

7,392 
1,591 
3,935 

653 
X 

1,802 
1,334 

519 

503 

NH 
NH 
X 

229h 

X 

X 

NH 

285 
163e 

NH 

186 
933 1 

1,876 
11,357 

833 

8,180 
1,754e 

3,935 
653 

71k 
2,031 

157 . 1,491 
519 

End 

. p~ndln9 

671 
o 

671g 
1,374 21 
4,5449 N/A 

674 

X 
N/A 

4,111 
623 

X 
X 

237 
N/A 

X 

NH 
NH 

X 
X 

x 

x 

NH 

X 

NH 

3,209 189 1,186 4,584 3,333 53 701 
1,617 367 1,984 2,003 30 

671 

671g 
1,395 
4,544 1 

674 

6,067 
N/A 

4,111 
623 
544k 

918 
237 
N/A 

4,087 
2,033 

of Appeal ••••••••••••••••••• •••• 
Georgla--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
II II no I s--Appe II ate Court •••••••••• 
Indlana--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Kentucky--Court of Appea 15k, ••••••• 
Loulslana--Courts of AppeaI 8 ••••••• 

Maryl.nd--Court of Special Appeals, 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court. II II ,_ 

M I ch I gan--Ccurt of Appeals ......... 
Mlsso:.Jrf--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 
New Jersey--Appellote 

Division of Superior Court ••••• 
New Max I co--Court of Appea I 5 ••••••• 

4,266 (J) 4,266 1 4,819 841J 4,819 1 4,349 (J) 4,349 1 4,736 (J) 4,736 1 

249 249 --'4'!:'46:----::-::-___ -;;--;,44:;:;6
T ~N::!./A~.."N-:c/A--:---~N/;:--A 9,477 N/A 9,4771 

550 550 -.!1::,45~~:------;1~45;--
8,965 102 9,067 N/A N/A N/A 

New York--STATE TOTAL ............. . 
Appellate Divisions of the 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• • 
Appellate Terms of the 

Suprema Court •••••••••••••••••• 
North Carol I na--Court ot Appea I s ... 
Oh lo--Court ot Appea I s ••••• , ••••••• 
Oklahoma .. -Court of Appealsa •••••••• 
Oregon--Court of Appea I s •••••••••• , 
Pennsy I van la--STATE TOTAL ......... . 

Superior Court •••• ~ •••••••••••• •• 
Convnonwealth Courta •••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ............ . 
Court ot Appea I sa •••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa ..... .. 

Texas--Courts of Civil Appealsa .. .. 
Wash I ngton--Court of Appea I s ••••••• 
Reported national totals* 
Number of states report I ng* 
Percent of population represented* 

N/A N/A N/A 7,362J N/A 7,560 N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 2,115 2,115 1,507 1,507 N/A 
N/A N/A 1 ,027 1 ,027 _2.99~9~--::,-_c::---,~99:::--9 N/A 

-2,~4~13"'f-:::77:TJ --:NH:-:--:2~,::490=-- ..!-6~, 5~90:-----'6:71714J--'--:NH:::---:7:;z.,;;;204;;- 5,574 741J NH 6,315 4,3289 2639J 
gzh NH NH gzh 418 NH NH 418 347 NH NH 347 163

h 
NH 

669 0 NH 669 1,847 NH 1,847 1,786 NH 1,786 730 0 
N/A N/A N/A 5,762 305 6,067 X X 2,069P N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 3,631 3,631 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A ;2,l.!1~3I!.---=3"'05"'---_._--=2:",4::3~6 _~X~~X ___ -,2~,:::069 N/A N/A 

-It!.!;I/A~-!!!!NH':----~N/7:A- 1,330 NH 1,330 1,418 NH 1,418 N/A NH 
N/A NH N/A 694 NH 694 688 NH 688 N/A NH 
N/A NH N/A 636 NH 636 730 NH 730 N/A NH 
847 847 1,824 1,824 1,717 1,717 9789 

I, 713 f 29 f 66f I ,808 f ..!-1 c' 5~12~-:-c1:=:3,,-0 --=--::13=:5:--:;::,-1,-;;:77:::;7_ _!.tl ,~380:!4_!=13~8_,--!'14:.:8'-7.I:,-' 6:::7::--0 1 ,841 21 
2..!-7LC,3..!-68~1-",9~11~·-6,,:2""8--=-34"-,.:::06"'5- 68,509 6,561 2,373 78,058 60,348 6,247 1,939 68,605 30,491 388 

17 7 4 19 24 10 5 25 23 10 5 24 16 6 
63.4 74.5 17.8 70. 6 _-,9~8!.!. 0~-".53",.-,-1--,2::::4.:..:. 6,----,-,1 0=0. 0 _...:9~· I.!... 1!..--".5!.!,7,-".3--,2::::4"-,, 6,----=9=3, I 61.4 22,2 

NH 
NH 
NH 

53 
754 

4 
17.8 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

4,5919 
163h 

730 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
978g 

1,915 
39,162 

19 
70.6 

Note: ~:t~~~~~s~~:/:p;~~\:a~~:, d:t:: ~~I:e~~~~: :~:;~v:p::~W~nyE:;:~~::!r:r::~:~;: p:~~a~~;!o ~h:P~:!~otes can 00 found I n Part II of this 

roport, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court .. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total but Were not available by category. 

.Court Jurisdiction. 

"Cases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: When the resulting appeal 15 disposed, It Is counted as a disposed 
Requosts to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as tiled appeals. 

case. 
foeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChango In pending does not equal the difference between filIngs and dispositions. 

hFlgure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 
JExplanatlon of data InclUded In the category. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 
POata were not ava 1 I ab I e for a II courts I n the state. 

*Reported national totals: ttl I t data for total 
The reported national totals Include only data for states reporting data In the caseflow category for all courts In the s a e. ncomp e e 

cases dIsposed In Pennsylvania were not Included In these national totals. 

Number of statQ:s report Ing: ocoodl d 
Reported caseS for appeals and total cases are from the 25 states wIth Intermediate appellate courts. Reported cases tor original pr ngs an 

requosts to appoal are from the 21 states and 20 states, respectIvely, handling each case type. 

Percent of population represented: II t - t Th total 
State populatIons used are the revised Bureau of Census estimates and total 171,027,000 for the 25 states with Intermediate appe a e cour s. e t 

population Is /47,517,000 for the 21 st.tes handling origInal procoodlngs and 122,526,000 for tho 20 st.tes handling requests to appoal. The percen 

of population represented for oach caseflow category Is based on these total populatl00 fIgures. 
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Comparative casef/ow (Tables 5-10) 

Tables 5 through 10 have been 
organized to allow comparison of 
available case flow data on a state­
to-state or court-to-court basis. 
All data in these tables are statis­
tics received from the. 'states'; no 
estimated data are included. 

Within this group, there are 
two tables provided for each of 
three arrangements of appellate 
~ourts: courts of last resort in 
states that have intermediate appel­
late courts are displayed in Tables 
5 and 6; courts of last resort in 
'states' that do not have intermedi­
ate appellate courts are displayed 
in Tables 7 and 8; and intermediate 
appellate courts are found separate­
ly in Tables 9 and 10. 

Two tables, which are identical 
in format, content, and analytical 
intent, are presented for each of 
these three court arrangements: 
Tables 5, 7, and 9. order the states 
by population and Tables 6, 8, and 
10 by the number of judges. 

Courts of last resort in states 
with intermediate appellate courts 
(Tables 5 and 6). Simple case flow 
data for courts of last resort in 
the 25 states with intermediate ap­
pellate courts are provided in 
Tables 5 and 6. Table 5 presents 
the data with the states ranked by 
popUlation while Table 6 orders the 
courts by'popuiation within number­
of-judges groupings. In addition to 
caseflow data, several measures are 
displayed for analysis of the data. 

The number of cases disposed as 
a percent of the number of: cases 
filed is displayed in Tabl.e 5. All 
of the 22 states for which this 
measure was computed disposed of at 
least 84 percent of the number of 
cases filed, while 8 states dis­
posed of more than were filed and 5 
states disposed of between 95 and 
100 percent of the number of cases 
filed. No general pattern in the 
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pf~rcentage points appeared when the 
states were ordered by popUlation. 

Table 5 also displays the number 
of end pending cases as a percent of 
th,e number of cases fi led. Of the 
16 states for which the measure was 
computed, none had more cases 
pending than the number of cases 
filed, while half the states (8) had 
a pending case load of less than 32 
percent of the number of cases 
filed. As with the other measures, 
no pattern in the percentage points 
was visible when the states are 
ordered by popUlation. 

The number and percent change in 
pending are displayed in both Tables 
5 and 6. Of the 16 states reporting 
pending data, 5 reduced their 
pending case load and 7 had an 
increase in pending cases of under 
20 percent. The remaining four 
states showed incres.ses of between 
31 and 57 percent. No patterns for 
the percent change in pending were 
visible w~en the states were ranked 
by population or number of judges. 
The results of the above three 
measures are displayed in Figures F, 
G, and H. 

Tables 5 and 6 display the num­
ber of filed, disposed, and end 
pending cases per 100,000 popula­
tion. The number of cases filed per 
100,000 popUlation ranged from 8.1 
to 72.1; the number of cases dis­
posed per 100,000 popUlation ranged 
from 8.1 to 64.8; and the number of 
end pending cases per 100,000 pop­
ulation ra'nged from 0.0 to S9.4. 
Table 5 indicates that fil~d, dis­
posed, and end pending cases per 
100,000 popUlation decreased as the 
state population figure increased. 
The filed and disposed cases per 
100,000 population values in Table 6 
increased as the number of judges 
decreased. The average of the 24 
states reporting complete filed data 
was 24.4 cases filed per 100,000 
population, with the mid-point being 
17.0. The 23 states reporting com­
plete disposed data had an average 



Figllre F: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for a~llate courts. 

Ran~e in 2ercent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 
Under to to to and 'states' 
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% ~ reI!0rtin~ 

courts of last resort: 
In states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 

Number of states . . . . · · 0 0 5 9 8 22 
In 'states"without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7) 

Number of 'states' 1 4 2- 10 1 23 
In all 'states' 

Number of 'states' . . 4 12 19 9 45 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 9) 

Number of states 1 0 5 11 5 22 
All appellate courts 

Number of 'states' 1 5 12 24 3 45 

Figure G: Number of • states' with specified ranges of end pending cases 
as a percent of filed cases for appellate courts. 

Ran&e in 2ercent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to and 'states' 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% ~ reporting 
Courts of last resort: 

In states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 
Number of states . . . . · . . . · 7 5 3 1 0 16 

In 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7) 
Number qf 'states' 2 4 1 10 3 20 

In all 'states' 
Number of 'states' 9 9 4 11 3 36 

Intermediate appe llate courts (Table 9) 
Number of states 1 4 5 6 2 18 

All appellate courts 
Number of. 'states' 4 7 5 16 3 35 

Figure B: Number of • states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pending cases for appellate courts. 

Ran&e in 2ercent 

-50.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0% Total 
to to to to and 'states' 

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% ~ report ins 
Courts of last resort: 

In states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 
Number of states . . . . . . . . · . . . . · 3 2 7 3 1 16 

In 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7) 
Number of 'states' ...Q. 1 10 2- 3 n 

In all 'states' (Table 2) 
Numper of 'states' 3 3 17 10 4 37 

Intermedia te appe 11a te courts (Table 9) 
Number of states 1 2 9 4 2 18 

All appellate courts 
Number of 'states' 1 2 23 11 4 41 
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of 24.2 cases d~sposed per 100,000 
population and a mid-point of 16.2. 
For the 17 states reporting complete 
end pending data, the average was 
10.4 end pending tases per 100,000, 
with a mid-point of 8.5. 

The number of cases filed and 
disposed per judge is displayed in 
Table 6. The number of cases filed 
per judge ranged from 56.7 to 740.4, 
and the number of cases disposed per 
judge ranged from 55.0 to 651.8. 
The average of the 26 courts re­
porting filed cases for all case 
categories was 189.4 per judge, and 
the mid-point was 140.8. For the 25 
courts reporting disposed cases for 
all case categories, the average was 
189.9 per judge, and the mid-point 
was 131.6. Both the number of cases 
~iled per judge and disposed per 
Judge showed increases as the number 
of judges in the court became 
smaller. Also it appears that, with­
in the number-of-judges groupings, 
the filed and disposed cases per 
judge decreased as the state popula­
tion figure decreased. A summary of 
the cases per 100,000 population and 
cases per judge measures i.s given in 
Figures I and J. 

The wide ranges that exist for 
filed, disposed, and end pending 
cases per 100,000 population and for 

filed and disposed cases per judge 
are expected because of the many pro­
blems in comparability of caseflow 
from state to state. These measures 
are intended to remove the effects of 
popUlation size or number of judges 
from the caseflow figures, but it is 
obvious that other differences exist. 

The other differences that re­
duce the degree of comparability are 
not so easy to measure as the pop­
ulation or the number of judges. 
These differences are in court juris­
diction, case classification, the 
point at which a case is counted, 
and similar problems. These prob­
lems have been discussed in greater 
detail in the introduction to this 
report. 

The variation in court jurisdic­
tion, for example, creates many 
problems of comparability. The 
Oklahoma Supreme Court and the Texas 
Supreme Court are the courts of last 
resort in civil appeals only, but 
the Oklahoma Court of Criminal 
Appeals and the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals are the appellate 
courts of the first and last in­
stance for criminal appeals (Texas 
and Oklahoma have an intermediate 
appellate court for civil appeals). 
In the remaining states, the court 
of last reSl'rt handles both civil.. 

Figure I: Number of cases filed, disposed, and end pending in appell&te', 
courts per 100,000 population. 

Filed per 100,000 population: 
Courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 9) 

Total for all appellate courts in states with intermediate appellate courts •••• 
Courts of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7). 

Total for all appellate courts in all 'states' 

Disposed per 100,000 population: 
Courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 9) 

Total for all appellate courts in states with intermediate appellate courts 
Courts of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7). 

Total for all appellate courts in all 'states' 

End pending per 100,000 popUlation: 
Courts of last resort in .tates with intermediate appellate courts (Table 5) 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 9) 

Total f~r all appellate courts in states with intermediate appellate courts 
Courts' of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 7). 

Total for all appellate courts in all 'states' 
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'States' 
reporting Minimum Maxi~ Average Mid-point 

24 
25 

2ii 
25 
49 

23 
24 

23 
25 
48 

17 
19 

15 
22 
37 

8.1 
10.4 
TI:9 
14.6 
14.6 

8.1 
2.1 

i9:5 
7.8 
7.8 

0.0 
5.7 
6.I 
1.2 
1.2 

72.1 
109.3 
135.8 
195.6 
195.6 

64.8 
97.9 

128.1 
174.9 
174.9 

59.4 
72.6 
84.4 

178.3 
178.3 

24.4 17.0 
44.1 38.1 
68.2 '6"2.6 
51.1 39.9 
59.5 48.7 

24.2 16.2 
41.1 38.8 
65.7 60.4 
43.3 34.3 
54.0 43.9 

10.4 8.5 
31.5 26.2 
44.2 44.5 
38.8 32.5 
41.0 37.5 

" 

11"-
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Pigure J: Number of cases filed and disposed per judge in appellate courts. 

Courts 
report- Mini- Maxi- Aver- Mid-

i!lL- ~ ~ ~ point 

Filed per judge 
Courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 6) 
Courts of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 8). 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 10) ••••••••••••••••••••• 

26 56.7 
25 27.6 

740.4 189.4 140.8 
238.9 100.7 93.6 

29 43.4 518.7 173.3 128.4 

Disposed per judge 
Courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 6) ••• 
Courts of last resort in 'states' w~thout intermediate appellate courts (Table 8). 
Inter-mediate appellate courts (Table 105 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

25 
25 

55.0 651.8 190.4 131.6 
26.8 224.9 88.5 72.0 

and criminal appeals, but the limits 
(dollar amount for civil, sentence 
or amount of fine for criminal) vary 
greatly from state to state. An­
other important variation in court 
iurisdiction is the amount of dis­
~retionary jurisdiction. Although 
all of the cou.rts in Tables 5 and 6 
are courts of last resort in states 
with an intermed iate appellate 
court, the amount of discretionary 
jurisdiction that they exercise 
varies greatly. Therefore, the ju­
risdiction of the courts must be 
checked before making comparisons. 

Courts of last resort in 
'states' without intermediate appel­
late courts (Tables 7 and 8). Data 
regarding case flow in the courts of 
last resort in the 25 states withput 
intermediate apellate courts, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico are displayed in Tables 7 and 
8. The formats ~f these tables are 
exactly the sa::.1€ as the formats of 
Tables 5 and 6. Table 7 displays 
the data in population orde~, and 
Table 8 ranks the courts by popula­
tion within the number-of-judges 
groupings. 

Of the 23 courts for Which dis­
posed cases were computed as a per­
cent of the number of cases filed, 
only 1 court disposed more cases 
than were filed, While 15 courts 
disposed between 87 and 100 percent 
of the number of cases filed. Five 
courts disposed between 75 and 85 
percent of the number of cases filed, 

28 5.1 409.0 149.3 120.0 

while two courts disposed less than 
75 percent of the number of cases 
filed. 
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Of the 20 courts for which end 
pending cases were computed as a 
percent of the number of cases 
filed, only 6 had fewer than half 
the number of cases filed remaining 
pending at the end of the year. 
Three courts had more cases pending 
than were filed, and seven had be­
tween 80 and 100 percent of the num­
ber of cases filed remaining pending 
at the end of the year. 

The number and percent of change 
in pending cases are displayed in 
Tables 7 and 8. Of the 21 courts 
for which the percent change in 
pending cases was computed, only 1 
had a decrease in pending cases, 
while 10 had an increase in pending 
cases of 0 to 20 percent. Two 
courts had an increase of between 50 
and 60 percent While 1 court had 
over a 200 percent increase (from 34 
to 110 cases) in pending cases. 

All three of the above measures 
are displayed above in Figures F, G, 
and H. When compared to the same 
measures in Tables 5 and 6, these 
Figures indicate that the courts of 
last resort in 'states' without an 
iutermediate appellate court have a 
more difficult time handling their 
case load than do courts of last re­
sort in states with intermediate ap­
pellate courts. In general, the 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without intermediate appellate 
courts had larger increases in their 
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pending caseload, disposed of a 
smaller percentage of the number of 
cases filed, and had a higher'per­
cent of the number of cases filed re­
maining pending at the end of the 
year. 

The number of cases filed, dis­
posed, and end pending per 100,000 
population are displayed in Tables 7 
and 8. The number filed per 100,000 
population ranged from 14.6 to 
195.6; disposed per 100,000 popula­
tion ranged from 7.8 to 174.9; and 
end pending per 100,000 population 
ranged from 1.2 to 178.3. The aVer­
ages of the per 100,000 population 
statistic for all 'the courts report­
ing were 51.1 cases filed, 43.3 
cases disposed, and 38.8 end pending 
cases, with the mid-points being 
39.9, 34.3, and 32.5 for filed, dis­
posed, and end pending, respectively. 
As with the courts of last resort in 
states with intermediate appellate 
courts, the number of cases fi led, 
disposed, and end pending per 
100,000 increased as the state pop­
ulation figure decreased, and the 
number of cases fi led and disposed 
per 100,000 population increased 
(with the exception of the District 
of Columbia) as the number of judges 
became smaller. 

The number of cases filed and 
disposed per judge is displayed in 
Table 8. The filed-per-judge mea­
sure ranged from 27.6 to 238.9, and 
the disposed-per-judge measure 
ranged from 26.8 to 224.9. More 
cases were filed and disposed per 
judge for courts with 7 and 9 judges 
than for courts with 5 judges. 

In Figure I it is interesting to 
note that the number of cases filed, 
disposed, and end pending per 
100,000 population was higher for 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without i~termediate appellate 
courts than for courts of last re­
sort in states with intermediate ap­
pellate courts. This higher ratio 
is appropriate, since the interme-
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diate, appellate courts should handle 
the final resolution of some of the 
appeals. Also, in Figure J it 
should be noted that the number of 
cases filed and disposed per judge 
was lower for the courts of last 
resort in 'states' without inter­
mediate appellate courts than for 
courts of last resort in states with 
intermediate appellate courts. 

As was indicated with regard to 
courts of last resort in states with 
intermediate appellate courts, the 
wide ranges that existed for filed, 
disposed, and end pending cases per 
100,000 population, and for cases 
filed and disposed per judge are in­
dicative of the many problems in com­
parability of case flow from state to 
state. The measures displayed are 
intended to remove the effects of 
population size or the number of 
judges from the caseflow figures, 
but it is obvious that other differ­
enc es exis t • 

These other differences are in 
court jurisdiction, case classifica­
tion, the point at which a case is 
counted, and so forth. The varia­
tion in court jurisdiction creates 
many problems of comparability. Al­
though all courts of last resort in 
I states I without intermediate appel­
late courts hear both civil and crim­
inal appeals, the limits (dollar 
amount for civil, sentence or amount 
of fine for criminal) vary greatly 
from state to state. Also, the 
amount of discretionary jurisdiction 
these courts exercise varies greatly. 
The courts of last resort in 
Virginia and West Virginia, for exam­
ple, have almost total discretion in 
jurisdiction. These variations re­
quire that the jurisdiction of the 
courts be compared carefully before 
making caseflow comparisons. 

Intermediate appellate courts 
(Tables 9 and 10). The caseflow for 
the 29 intermediate appellate courts 
located in 25 states is presented in 
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Tables 9 and 10. Table 9 orders the 
states by population in the same 
format as in Tables 5 and 7. In 
Table 10 the states, are ordered by 
the number of judges in the inter­
mediate appellate courts, and the 
measures displayed are the same as 
in Tables 6 and 8. 

The number of cases disposed as 
a percent of the number of cases 
filed was computed and displayed in 
Table 9 for 22 states. With the ex­
ception of the Kentucky Court of 
Appeals, Which began operation in 
July 1976, all states disposed of at 
least 83 percent of the number of 
cases filed. Five states disposed 
more cases than were filed. 

For 18 states the number of end 
pending cases was computed as a per­
cent of the number filed. Two 
states had more cases pending than 
were filed. Only five states had 
less than 50 percent of the number 
of cases filed remaining pending at 
the end 0 f the year. 

The number and percent change in 
pending are displayed in Tables 9 
and 10. Of the 18 states that re­
ported pending data, only 3 reduced 
the number of pending case$. Two 
states had large increases in pend­
ing (77.2 and 84.4 percent) and the 
remaining 13 states showed an in­
crease between 0 and 29 percent. 

The number of filed, disposed, 
and end pending cases per 100,000 
population is displayed in Tables 9 
and 10~ The cases filed per 100,000 
population rang,e from 10.4 to 109.3; 
the cases disposed per 100,000 popu­
l~tion range from 9.0 (ignoring the 
value for the Kentucky Court of 
Appeals) to 97.9; and the end pend­
ing cases per' 100,000 range from 5.7 
to 72.6. The averages per 100,000 
population were 44.1 filed, 41.1 ,dis­
posed, and 31.5 end pending cases. 
The mid-points were 38.1, 38.8, and 
26.2 for filed, disposed, and end 
pending, respectively. There seems 
to be no pattern in these per, 
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100,000 population figures, whether 
the states are ordered by population 
or by number of judges. 

The number of cases filed per 
judge ranged from 43.4 to 518.7. 
The number of cases disposed per 
judge ranged from 40.9 (ignoring the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals) to 409.0. 
The average number of cases filed 
per judge was 173.3, with the mid­
point at 128.4, and the average num­
ber of cases disposed per judge was 
177.8, with a mid-point of 120.0. 
No pa~terns appear in the number of 
cases filed or disposed per judge 
when the states are ordered by the 
number of judges. Because of the 
jurisdiction of ~he di.fferent levels 
of appellate courts, the values for 
the number of cases filed and dis­
posed per judge for the intermediate 
appellate courts fell between the 
values for courts of last resort in 
states with an intermediate appel­
late court and those in 'states' 
without an intermediate appellate 
court (displayed in Figur'~ J). 

Although the c:ases-per-100,000 
population and cases-per-judge mea­
sures attempt to remove the effec t 
of population size and the number of 
judges from the case flow figures, 
the large ranges indicate that there 
are other problems of comparability. 
Before any comparisons are attempt­
ed between states, the jurisdiction 
of the courts, the classification of 
cases, and the way cases are counted 
should be examined to ensure similar­
ity. 

There are many differences in 
court jurisdiction. The Texas Court 
of Civil Appeals and the Oklahoma 
Court of Appeals handle only civil 
appeal cases , many of which are as­
signed to these courts by the Su­
preme Court in the respective states. 
There is no intermediate appellate 
court for criminal cases in Loui­
siana, Oklahoma, and Texas. Varia­
tions exist in the types of cases 
heard by the court, the point at 
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which the court counts a case, and 
the types of cases counted. These 
variations are discussed in the 
introduc tion to th is report and the 
introduction to the appellate ta­
bles. If two courts are found to be 
similar after checking the juris­
dictions and the other items men­
tioned above, then comparisons of 
their case flow can be made. 

General Comparisons. Figures F 
through J (found above in the text) 
summarize the results of the com­
parative measures applied to courts 
of last resort in states with 
intermediate appellate courts, to 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without intermediate appellate 
courts, and to intermediate appel­
late courts. The numbers of 
'states' falling in certain ranges 
of disposed as a percent of filed, 
end pending as a percent of filed, 
and percent change in pending are 
shown in Figures F, G, and H, re­
spectively. These figures indicate 
that the courts of last resort in 
states with intermediate appellate 
courts seem to handle their caseflow 
better than those in 'states' with­
out intermediate appellate courts. 
One possible explanation is that 
these courts generally have more 
discretionary jurisdiction than 
other appe lla te courts. 
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Comparison of the total appel­
late case flow in states with inter­
mediate appellate courts to case flow 
in 'states' without intermediate ap­
pellate courts indicates that states 
with two levels of appellate courts 
had a higher number of cases filed, 
disposed, and end pending per 
100,000 population. The average was 
68.2 total appellate filings per 
100,000 population for the states 
with intermediate appellate courts. 
The 'states' without intermediate 
appellate courts had an average of 
51.1 cases filed per 100,000 popula­
tion. The cases disposed per 100,000 
population showed the same relation­
ship (65.7 to 43.3) as for cases 
filed per 100,000 population. The 
ending pending figures were also 
similar, with the average being 44.2 
cases per 100,000 for total appel­
late case flow in states with inter­
mediate appellate courts (15 report­
ing), and 38.8 cases per 100,000 for 
courts of last resort in 'states' 
without an intermediate appellate 
court (22 reporting). The compari­
sons are displayed in Figure I. 
Similarly, in Figure J it can be 
seen that the number of appellate 
cases filed and disposed per judge 
was higher for states with an inter­
mediate appellate court than for 
'states' without an intermediate ap­
pellate court. 



Table 5: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Cal IfornJa--Supreme Court •••• ~ •••••••• 
New Yor k--Court of Appea I s .......... .. 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Supreme Courta •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa •••••••••• 

Pennsyl van I a--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
II J inols--Supreme Court ••••••• " ••••••• 
Oh lo--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
M ich i gan--Supreme Court •••••••••••• II .... 
Florlda--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--$upreme Court ................ . 
Massachusetts--Supreme Jud I ci a I Court. 
North Caroll na--Supreme Court .............. . 
I ndlana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
Georgla--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 

Missourl--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Tonnessee--Supreme Court ............... . 
Maryland--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 
Lou 151 ana--SupreJJ1t3 Court •••••••••••••• 
A I abama--S upreme, Court ••••••• " ••••••• 

Wash I ngton--Supreme Court ............. . 
Kentuc ky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 

Supreme Courta •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa ........ .. 

Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Ar I zona--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
New Mexlco--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 
12,599 

11,802 
11,193 
10,690 
9,113 
8,353 

7,339 
5,791 
5,462 
5,313 
4,984 

4,787 
4,234 
4,125 
3,875 
3,653 

3,611 
3,436 
2,770 

2,575 
2,326 
2,249 
1,172 

Beg In­
ning 

pend I ng 

N/A 
N/A 
877 
154 
7'23 

N/A 
340 
N/A 
396 

1,159 

443 1 

N/A 
411 

80h 

405 

165 
N/A 

25 
N/A 

o 

241 
N/A 

1,426 
1,182 

244 

366 
335 
305 
168 

Filed 

3,801 e 

595el 

4,774 
1,072 
3,702 

1,736 
998e 

1,404e 

1,045 
2,214 

1,164 1 

663J 
546 
430 

1,433 

579 
897e 

657 
1,762 

510J 

589 
833 

1,998 
1,019 

979 

651 
973e 

1,023 
558 

Dis­
posed 

3,694e 

2,902e 

4,280 
1,021 
3,259 

N/A 
987e 

1,374e 

921 
2,390 

985 1 

609J 
492 
430 

1,404 

649 
308el 

668 

1,586 
510 

495 
1,217J 
1,795 

908 
887 

674 
911 e 

1,004 
603 

End 
oendlng 

N/A 
N/A 

1,371 
205 

1,166 

N/A 
351 
N/A 
520 
983 

622 1 

N/A 
481 

80 
4119 

95 
N/A 

14 
N/A 

o 

335 
N/A 

1,646 
1,3109 

336 

343 
397 
324 
1'23 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Dls- pend-

posed I ng 

97.2 N/A 
NC N/A 
89.7 28.7 
95.2 19.1 
88.0 31.5 

N/A 
98.9 
97.9 
88. I 

107.9 

84.6 1 

91.9 
90.1 

100.0 
98.0 

112.1 
NC 

101.7 
90.0 

100.0 

84.0 
146. I 
89.8 
89.1 
90.6 

103.5 
93.6 
98.1 

108.1 

N/A 
35.2 

N/A 
49.8 
44.4 

53.4 1 

N/A 
NC 

18.6 
28.7 

16.4 
N/A 

2.1 
N/A 

0.0 

56.9 
N/A 

82.4 
128.6 
34.3 

52.7 
40.8 
31.7 
22.0 

Change In 
pend I ng 

Per­
Number cent 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
494 56.3 

51 33.1 
443 61.3 

N/A 
II 

N/A 
17.4 

-176 

-70 
N/A 
-II 
N/A 

o 

94 
N/A 
220 
128 
92 

-23 
62 
19 

-45 

N/A 
3.2 

N/A 
31.3 

-15.2 

40.4 1 

N/A 
17. II 
0.0 
1.5 

-42.4 
N/A 
-44.0 

,N/A 

39.0 
N/A 

15.4 
10.8 
37.7 

-6.3 
18.5 
6.2 

-26.8 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is doflned as any appeal, any original pr~lng, or any request to appeal. 

Per 100,000 population 

Dls- End 
F II ed posed pend I ng 

17.7 17.2 N/A 
NC 16.1 N/A 
37.9 34.0 10.9 
8.5 8.1 1.6 

29.4 25.9 9.3 

14.7 
8.9 

13.1 
11.5 
26.5 

15.91 

11.4 
10.0 
8.1 

28.8 

12.1 
21.2 
15.9 
45.5 
14.0 

16.3 
24.2 
72.1 
36.8 
35.3 

25.3 
41.8 
45.5 
47.6 

N/A 
8.8 

12.9 
10.1 
28.6 

13.4 1 

10.5 
9.0 
8.1 

28.2 

13.6 
NC 
16.2 
40.9 
14.0 

13.7 
35.4 
64.8 
32.8 
32.0 

26.2 
39.2 
44.6 
51.5 

N/A 
3.1 

N/A 
5.7 

11.8 

8.5 1 

N/A 
0.9 1 

1.5 
8.2 

2.0 
N/A 

0.3 
N/A 

0.0 

9.3 
N/A 

59.4 
47.3 
12.1 

13.3 
17. I 
14.4 
10.5 

Footnotes that app I y to the data on th I s tab Ie are given below. Exp I anatory Information perta I n I ng to the footnotes can be found In 
Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The nu",ber was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor 

was less than 10. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt Jurlsd Ictlon. 
Bcases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as f 1·1 ad appeals. When the resu I tl ng appea I Is disposed, It I s counted 
az ·1 disposed Cdse. 

gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
IData are not complete. 
h;xplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
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Table 6: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

state and court title 

Texas--Supreme Courta •••••••• 
AJabama--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Supreme Court •••• 
o kl ahoma--Supreme Courta ••••• 

Callfornla--Supreme Court •••• 
New Yor k--Court of Appea I s ••• 
Pennsylvanla--Supreme Court •• 

III1 nol s--Supreme Court ...... 
Ohlo--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Michlgan--Supreme Court ...... 

F I or i da--Supreme Court ••••••• 
New Jersey--Suprerne Court .... 
Massachusetts--Supreme 

Judicial Court ••••••••••• 
North Carol I na--Supreme Court 
Georg I a--Supreme Court ••••••• 

Missourl--Supreme Court •••••• 
Mar yl and--Court of Appea I s ••• 
Lou 15 iana--Supreme Court ••••• 

Kentucky--Supreme Court •••••• 

Colorado--Supreme Court •••••• 
Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••• , 

Texas--Court of Criminal 
Appea I sa ••••••••••••••••• 

Indlana--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Tennessee--Supreme Court ••••• 
Ar I zona--Supreme Court ••••••• 
New Mexlco--Supreme Court .... 

Oklahoma--Court of Crimi nal 
Appealsa •••••••••••••••• , 

Number State 
of popUlation 
~ I n thousands 

12,599 
9 3,653 
9 3,611 
9 2,770 

7 
7 

7 

5 
5 
5 
5 

3 

21,522 
18,053 
11,802 

11,193 
10,690 
9,113 

8,353 
7,339 

5,791 
5,462 
4,984 

4,767 
4,125 
3,875 

3,436 
2,575 
2,326 

12,599 
5,313 
4,234 
2,249 
1,172 

2,770 

Beg In­
ning 

pending Filed 

154 1,072 
o 510J 

241 589 
1,182 1,019 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

340 
N/A 
396 

1,159 
443 1 

N/A 
411 

405 

165 
25 

N/A 

N/A 
366 
335 

723 
80h 

N/A 
305 
168 

244 

3,801 e 

595 01 

1,736 

998~ 

1,404e 

1,045 

2,214 
1,164 1 

663.1 
546 

1,433 

579 
657 

1,762 

833 
651 
973e 

3,702 
430 
897e 

1,023 
558 

979 

Dis­
posed 

1,021 
510 
495 
908 

3,694e 

2,902e 

N/A 

2,390 
985 1 

609J 
492 

1,404 

649 
668 

1,586 

3,259 
430 
308el 

1,004 
603 

887 

End 
pend I ng 

205 
o 

335 
1,3109 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

351 
N/A 
520 

983 
6221 

N/A 
48 1 

4119 

95 
14 

N/A 

N/A 
343 
397 

1,166 
80 

N/A 
324 
123 

336 

Change I n pend I ng 

Number Percent 

51 33.1 
o 

94 39.0 
128 10.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11 
N/A 
124 

-176 
1791 

-70 
-11 
N/A 

N/A 
-23 

62 

443 
o 

N/A 
19 

-45 

92 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3.2 
N/A 

31.3 

-42.4 
-44.0 
N/A 

N/A 
-6.3 
18.5 

61.3 
0.0 

N/A 
6.2 

-26.8 

37.7 

Per fUdge Per 100,000 population 
Dls- End 

Filed Disposed Filed posed pending 

119.1 113.4 8.5 
56.7 56.7 14.0 
65.4 55.0 16.3 

113.2 100.9 36.8 

543.0 
NC 

248.0 

142.6 
200.6 
149.3 

316.3 
166.31 

94.7 
78.0 

204.7 

82.7 
93.9 

251.7 

119.0 
93.0 

139.0 

740.4 
86.0 

179.4 
204.6 
111.6 

326.3 

527.7 
414.6 
N/A 

141.0 
196.3 
131.6 

341.4 
140.71 

87.0 
70.3 

200.6 

92.7 
95.4 

226.6 

173.9 
96.3 

130.1 

651.8 
86.0 
NC 

200.8 
120.6 

295.7 

17.7 
NC 
14.7 

8.9 
13.1 
11.5 

11.4 
10.0 
28.8 

12.1 
15.9 
45.5 

24.2 
25.3 
41.8 

29.4 
8.1 

21.2 
45.5 
47.6 

35.3 

8.1 
14.0 
13.7 
32.8 

17.2 
16.1 

N/A 

8.8 
12.9 
10.1 

10.5 
9.0 

28.2 

13.6 
16.2 
40.9 

35.4 
26.2 
39.2 

25.9 
8.1 

NC 

44.6 
51.5 

32.0 

1.6 
0.0 
9.3 

47.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3.1 
N/A 

5.7 

N/A 
NC 

8.2 

2.0 
0.3 

N/A 

N/A 
13.3 
17.1 

9.3 
1.5 

N/A 
14.4 
10.5 

12.1 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal, any original pr~lng, or any request to appeal. 
Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In 

Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC ;::; The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor 

was I ess than 10. 
= Not appl!cable. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
cJudge Information. 
Bcases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It Is counted 
as a disposed case. 

9Change In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 
J Exp I anat I on of data I nc I uded I n the categor y. 
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Table 7: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Vtrglnta--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
WfsconsIn--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
M I nnesota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Puerto R I ca--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Connect I cut--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

lowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
South Carol ina--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
MlsslssJppl--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

Kansas--Supreme Court"""",,"""""""""""" 
f.rkansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

West Virglnla--Supreme Court of 

Appea Is ••••••• "." •••• " •• " •••••••• " 

Nebras ka--S upreme Court""""""."""",,.,," 
Utah--Supreme Court •• """" ••• "." •••• ,,"" 
Malne--Supreme JudIcial Court ••••••••• 

Rhode Is I and--Supreme Court."""" •••••• 
Hawal i--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
I daho--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh i re--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Montana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Gourt of 
Appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Oa kota--Supreme Cou rt ••••••••••• 
North Oa kota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Oelaware--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Supreme Court •••••• .l ••••••••• 
Alaska--Supreme Court ............... .. 
Wyoming--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

5,052 
4,610 
3,954 
3,214 
3,102 

2,874 
2,844 
2,365 
2,299 
2, I t7 

1,832 
1,552 
1,232 
1,071 

936 

884 

833 
827 
755 

700 
686 
645 
613 

582 
477 
408 
391 

8egln-
nlng Dls- End 

~ --!..F!-,I l"'e~d_~p~os:::e~d~...Jp~e"'n"-d!.!1 n!lOg!.. 

50l f 

598f I 

N/A 
369 
N/A 

999 
122 
610 
239 f 

N/A 

34 
3881 

N/A 
279 

355 
221 
315 
249 
N/A 

1,I03fh 

234 fl 

2f 

256 

233 
287 
258 
130 

1,672e 

939 
911 

1,204 
N/A 

1,176 
416 
936 
438 
N/A 

878 
7161 

556 
334 

41 I 
265 
332 
273 
409 

1,369 
294e 

150 
806 

335 
366 
468 
138 

1,574e 

901 
833 

1,123 
241 

1,079 
345 
819 
340 
613 

802 
634 1 

2741 

299 

319 
166 
249 
320 
N/A 

1,224 
25ge 

144 
803 

282 
360 
335 
134 

5919 
6399 1 

N/A 
450 
N/A 

1,0789 
193 
727 
337 
N/A 

110 
4701 

N/A 
314 

447 
320 
398 
202 
N/A 

1,248h 

2701 

8 
259 

286 
293 
391 
134 

As percent 
of flied 

End 
Dls- pend-

posed Ing 

94. I 35.3 
96.0 NC 
91.4 N/A 
93.3 37.4 

N/A N/A 

91.8 
82.9 
87.5 
77.6 

N/A 

91.3 
88.51 

NC 
89.5 

77.6 
62.6 
75.0 

117.2 
N/A 

89.4 
88.1 
96.0 
99.6 

84.2 
98.4 
71.6 
97. I 

91.7 
46.4 
77.7 
76.9 

N/A 

12.5 
65.61 

N/A 
94.0 

108.8 
120.8 
119.9 
74.0 

N/A 

91.2 
NC 

5.3 
32. I 

85.4 
80.1 
83.5 
97. I 

Change In 
pend Ing 

Per-
Number cent 

90 18.0 
41 I '6.9 1 

N/A N/A 
81 22.0 

N/A N/A 

79 7.9 
71 58.2 

tt7 19.2 
98 41.0 

N/A N/A 

76 223.5 
82 1 21. I I 

N/A N/A 
35 12.5 

92 

99 
83 

-47 
N/A 

145 
36 1 

6 
3 

53 
6 

133 

25.9 
44.8 
26.3 

-18.9 
N/A 

13. I 
15.41 

NC 
1.2 

22.7 
2. I 

51.6 
3. I 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal. any original proceeding. a- any request to appeal. 

Per 100,000 populatlon._ 

Dls- End 

_~F~II~e~d_~p"-os:::e~d~~p~e~n(~ 

33. I 
20.4 
23.0 
37.5 

N/A 

40.9 
14.6 
39.6 
19. I 

N/A 

47.9 
46. I I 
45. I 
31.2 

43.9 
30.0 
39.9 
33.0 
54.2 

195.6 
42.9 
23.3 

131.5 

57.6 
76.7 

114.7 
35.3 

31.2 
19.5 
21. I 
34.9 

7.8 

37.5 
12. I 
34.6 
14.8 
29.0 

34. I 
18.8 
29.9 
38.7 

N/A 

174.9 
37.8 
22.3 

131.0 

48.5 
75.5 
82. I 
34.3 

I 1.7 
13.9 1 

N/A 
14.0 

N/A 

37.5 
6.8 

30.7 
14.7 

N/A 

6.0 
30.3 1 

N/A 
29.3 

47.8 
36.2 
47.8 
24.4 

N/A 

178.3 
39.4 1 

1.2 
42.3 

49.1 
61.4 
95.8 
34.3 

Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In 
Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A • This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the dlvlso't 

was I ess than 10. 

"Cases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It Is counted 

as a di sposed case. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 
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Table 8: Caseflow for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts ranked by the number of judges and state population. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State and court t It I e 

M I nnesota--Supreme Court •••••• 
lowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
~lIsslsslppl--Supreme Court .... 
District of Columbla--Gourt of 

Appeals ••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Supreme Court ...... . 
Wisconsln--Supreme Court •••••• 
Puerto R I co--Supreme Court •••• 

Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Ar kansas--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Nebras ka--Supreme Court ••••••• 

Connecticut-Supreme Court •••• 
Malne--Supreme Judicial Court. 

South Carol I na--Supreme Court. 
West V I rg I n I a--Supreme Court 

of Appeals ............... . 

Utah--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Rhode I s I and--Supreme Court ... 
Hawa I i --5 upreme Court ••••••••• 

I daho--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
New Hampsh I re--Supreme Court .. 
Montana--Supreme Court •• I ••••• 

South Oakota--Supr-eme Court ••• 
North Dakota--Supreme Court ... 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••• 

Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••• 
Alaska--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Wyomlng--Supreme Court ...... .. 

Delaware--Supreme Court ••••••• 

Number State 
of population 
~ I n thousands 

9 
9 

7 

7 

5 
5 

5 
5 

5 
5 

3 

3,954 
2,874 
2,365 

700 

5,052 
4,610 
3,214 

2,299 
2, I 17 
1,552 

3,102 
1,071 

2,844 

1,832 

1,232 
936 
884 

833 
827 
755 

686 
645 
613 

477 
408 
391 

582 

Begln­
n I ng Dls- End 

pending Filed posed pend I ng 

N/A 
999 
610 

N/A 
279 

122 

34 

N/A 
355 
221 

315 
249 
N/A 

234fl 

2f 

256 

287 
258 
130 

233 

91t 
1,176 

936 

1,369 

833 
1,079 

819 

1,224 

1,672e 1,574e 

939 901 
1,204 1,123 

438 
N/A 
716 1 

N/A 
334 

416 

878 

556 
41t 
265 

332 
273 
409 

294e 

150 
806 

366 
468 
138 

335 

340 
613 
634 1 

241 
299 

345 

802 

2741 

319 
166 

249 
320 
N/A 

25ge 

144 
803 

360 

335 
134 

282 

N/A 
1,078g 

727 

5919 
6399 1 

450 

337 
N/A 
470 1 

N/A 
314 

193 

ItO 

N/A 
447 
320 

398 
202 
N/A 

270 1 

8 
259 

293 
391 
134 

286 

Change I n pend I ng 

Number Percent 

N/A 
79 

1t7 

145 

90 
4 I I 
81 

98 
N/A 

82 1 

N/A 
35 

71 

76 

N/A 
92 
99 

83 
-47 
N/A 

6 
133 

53 

N/A 
7.9 

19.2 

13. I 

18.0 
6.9 1 

22.0 

41.0 

N/A 
21. I I 

N/A 
12.5 

58.2 

223.5 

N/A 
25.9 
44.8 

26.3 
-18.9 
N/A 

2. I 
51.6 
3. I 

22.7 

Per Judge 

Filed Disposed 

101.2 
130.7 
104.0 

152. I 

238.9 
134. I 
172.0 

92.6 
1t9.9 
91.0 

136.0 

224.9 
128.7 
160.4 

Per 100,000 population 
D Is- End 

Flied posed pend I ng 

23.0 
40.9 
39.6 

195.6 

33. I 
20.4 
37.5 

21.1 N/A 
37.5 37.5 
34.6 30.7 

174.9 178.3 

31.2 
19.5 
34.9 

1t.7 
13.9 1 

14.0 

62.6 
N/A 
102.3 1 

48.6 19. I 14.8 14.7 
87.6 N/A 29.0 N/A 

40.9 1 30.3 1 90.6 1 46.1 1 

N/A 
55.7 

40.2 N/A 7.8 N/A 
49.8 31.2 27.9 2?3 

83.2 69.0 14.6 12.1 6.8 

175.6 160.4 47.9 43.8 6.0 

1t1.2 NC 

82.2 63.8 
53.0 33.2 

66.4 49.8 
54.6 64.0 
81.8 N/A 

58.8 
30.0 

161.2 

73.2 
93.6 
27.6 

It 1.7 

51.8 
28.8 

160.6 

72.0 
67.0 
26.8 

94.0 

45. I NC N/A 
43.9 34. I 47.8 
30.0 18.8 36.2 

39.9 29.9 47.8 
33.0 38.7 24.4 
54.2 N/A N/A 

42.9 
23.3 

131.5 

76.7 
1t4.7 
35.3 

57.6 

37.8 39.4 1 

22.3 1.2 
131.0 42.3 

75.5. 61.4 
82.1 ~5.8 

34.3 34.3 

48.5 49. I 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal. any orIginal proceeding. or any reques"t to appeal. 
Footnotes that appl y to the data on this table are given belo~. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In 

Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In eac~ state are displayed. 

N/A • This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC • The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number Was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor 
Was I ess than 10. 

cJUdge Information. 

eCases not Included In the total to avoId double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It Is counted as 
a disposed case. 

f8eglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court )ear. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
IData are not complete. 
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Table 9: Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by' population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State and court tit I e 

Ca II forn I a--Courts of Appea I •••••••••• 
New York--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

Appe I I ate D I v I s Ions of the Supreme 
Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appe II ate Terms of the Supreme 
Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 

Texas--Courts of Civil Appealsa••••••• 12,599 

Pennsyl van I a--STATE TOTAL ............ . 
Super I or Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
COlmlonwea I th CourtB ••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInots--Appellate Court ••••••••••••• 
Oh lo--Court of Appea I 5 •••••••••••••••• 

M I ch I gan--Court of Appea I 5." •••••••••• 
Florlda--Dlstrlct Court of Appeal ..... 
New Jersey--Appellate Division of 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Appea Is Court •••••••••• 

North Carol i na--Court of Appea I 5 •••••• 

Indlana--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 

Georg I a--Court of Appea I 5 •••• , •••••••• 

Missourl--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 
Court of Appe8 I S8 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa •••••••••• 

Mar yl and--Court of Spec I a I Appea I s .... 
Loulslana--Courts of Appeala •••••••••• 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ................ .. 
Court of Civil Appeals •••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••••• 

Wash I ngton--Court of Appea I s .......... 
Kentuc ky--Court of Appea I s k ••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--Court of Appealsa." u ..... .. 

Colorado--Court of Appeals ............ . 
Oregon--Court of Appea I s •••••••••••••• 
Ar I zona--Court of Appea I s ••••••••••••• 
New Mex I co--Court of Appea I s •••••••••• 

11,802 

11,193 
10,690 

9,113 
8,353 

7,339 
5,791 

5,462 
5,313 
4,984 
4,787 

4,234 

4,125 
3,875 

3,653 

3,611 
3,436 

2,770 
2,575 
2,326 
2,249 
1,172 

Begln­
nl ng 

pend I n9 

4,675 1 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
847 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,073 f 

2,490 

4,127 
5,1I8h 

4,266 1 

N/A 

N/A 
499 
N/A 

1,836 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
187 
760fh 

92h 

592 
669 

1,254 
249 

Filed 

10,312 
9,477 1 

Dis­
posed 

11,357 
9,067 

7,362 1 7,560 

2,115 
1,824 

6,067 
3,631 
2,436 
3,973 
7,204 

4,544 
9,129 

4,819 1 

605 

1,027 
777j 

1,754e 

2,181 

1,330 
694 
636 

1,541 
2,189 

1,270 
186j 

1,084 
1,777 

615 

418 
915 

1,847 
2,017 

446 

1,507 
1,717 

2,069P 

N/A 
2,069 
3,935 
6,315 

4,584 
8,180 

4,349 1 

519 

999 
653 

1,754e 

1,984 

1,418 
688 
730 

1,491 
2,031 

1,1191 

186 
933 1 

1,670 
71k 

347 
833 

1,786 
1,876 

550 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
9789 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,111 
4,5919 

4,087 
6,067 

4,736 1 

N/A 

N/A 
623 
N/A 

2,033 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
237 
918 

671 
o 

6719 
1,915 

544 k 

163h 

674 
730 

1,395 
145 

As percent 

of f II ed 
Change In 

pending 
End 

D Is- pend-
posed Ing 

110.1 NC 

NC N/A 

N/A 

71.3 N/A 
94.1 53.6 

Number 

-131 1 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
131 

NC N/A N/A 
N/A 

84.9 
99.0 
87.7 

100.9 
89.6 

97.3 
84.0 

100.0 
91.0 

106.6 
99.1 

114.8 
96.8 
92.8 

NC 
100.0 
NC 
94.0 
11.5 k 

83.0 
91.0 
96.7 
93.0 

123.3 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
103.5 38 
63.7 2,101 

89.9 
66.5 

98.3 1 

N/A 

N/A 
80.2 

N/A 
93.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.4 
41.9 

52.8 
0.0 

61.9 
107.8 
88.5 k 

39.0 
73.7 
39.5 
69.2 
32.5 

-40 
949 

470 1 

N/A 

N/A 
124 
N/A 
197 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

50 
158 

148 
o 

148 
107 
544 k 

71 
82 
61 

141 
-104 

Per­
cent 

-2.81 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
15.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

0.9 
84.4 

-1.0 
18.5 

11.01 

N/A 

N/A 
24.8 

N/A 
10.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

26.7 
20.8 

28.3 

28.3 
5.9 

77.2 
13.9 
9.1 

11.2 
-41.8 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal, any original pr~lng, or any request to appeal. 

Per 100,000 population 

Dls- End 
Filed posed pending 

47.9 52.8 21.1 1 

52.5 1 50.2 N/A 

40.8 1 

11.7 
14.5 

51.4 
30.8 
20.6 
35.5 
67.4 

49.9 
109.3 

18.8 
14.6 
35.2 
45.6 

31.4 
16.4 
15.0 
37.4 
56.5 

34.8 
5.1 

29.7 
49.2 
17.9 

15.1 
35.5 
79.4 
89.7 
38.1 

41.9 

8.3 
13.6 

NC 

N/A 
17.5 
35.2 
59.1 

50.3 
97.9 

18.3 
12.3 
35.2 
41.4 

33.5 
16.2 
17.2 
36.1 
52.4 

30.6 1 

5.1 
25.51 

46.2 
2.1 k 

12.5 
32.3 
76.8 
83.4 
46.9 

N/A 

N/A 
7.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
36.7 
42.9 

44.8 
72.6 

64.5 1 

N/A 

N/A 
11.7 

N/A 
42.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5.7 
23.7 

18.4 
0.0 

18.4 
53.0 
15.8 k 

5.9 
26.2 
31.4 
62.0 
12.4 

Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In 
Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor 

was less than 10. 
-- = Not app Ilcab I e. 

aCourt juriSdiction. 
"Cases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It Is counted as 
a disposed case. 

fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filIngs and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 

'Data are not complete. 
jExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
"Additional InformatlO" available. 
Poata were not avallab, .. for all courts In the state. 
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Table 10: Caseflow for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
States ranked by the number of judges and state population. Nurnber and percent change in 
pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Ca II forn I a--Courts of Appea I ... 
Texas--Courts of Civil Appealsa 

Ohlo--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 
1IIInols--Appellate Court ...... 

NeW Yor k--STATE TOTAL .......... 
Appellate Divisions of the 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Appe II ate Terms of the 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Lou I s I ana--Courts of Appea I a ... 

M I ssour I--Court of Appea I s ..... 
New Jerse y--Appe J I ate D I v I s I on 

of SUperior Court •••••••••• 
F I or I da--D I str I ct Court of 

Appea I ••••••••••••••••••••• 
M I ch I gan--Court of Appea I s ..... 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Court of Appealsa •••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appealsa ... 

Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL. H •••• 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
C~monwea I th Courta •••••••••• 

Kentuc ky--Court of Appea Is k •••• 

Maryland--Court of Special 
Appea Is •••••••••••••••••••• 

Wash I ngton--Court of Appea Is .. . 
Ar I zona--Court of Appea I s .... .. 
Colorado--Court of Appeals ••••• 
North Carollna--Court of 

Appeal s •••••••••••••••••••• 

I nd I ana--Court of Appea I s ...... 
Georg I a--Court of Appea I 5 •••• \)' 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL .......... . 
Court of Civil Appeals .... .. 
Court of Criminal Appeals .. .. 

Massachusetts--Appea I s Court .. . 
Oklahoma--Court of Appealsa .. .. 
Oregon--Court of Appea I s ...... .. 
New Mexlco--Court of Appeals ••• 

Number State 
of population 
~ I n thousands 

56 21,522 
42 12,599 
38 10,690 
34 11,193 

33 

24 

29 

22 

20 
18 

18 

9 
14 
7 

14 

12 
12 
12 
10 

9 
9 

8 
3 

6 

6 

5 

18,053 

3,875 

4,787 

7,339 

8,353 
9,113 

4,234 

11,802 

3,436 

4,125 
3,611 
2,249 
2,575 

5,462 

5,313 
4,984 
3,653 

5,791 
2,770 
2,326 
1,172 

Begin-
ning Dls-

pending Filed posed 

4,675 1 10,312 11,357 
8.\7 1,824 1,717 

2,490 7,204 6,315 
4,073 1 3,973 3,935 

N/A 9,477 1 9,067 

N/A 7,362 1 7,560 

N/A 2,115 
760 fh 2,189 

1,836 2,181 

5,I18h 

4,127 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

ok 

187 
1,808f 

1,254 
592 

N/A 

499 
N/A 
523 

o 
523 f 

N/A 
92h 

669 
249 

9,129 
4,544 

1,330 
694 
636 

6,067 
3,631 
2,436 

615 

1,541 
1,777 
2,017 

915 

1,027 

777j 

1,754e 

1,270 
186j 

1,084 

605 
418 

1,847 
446 

1,507 
2,031 

1,984 

8,180 
4,584 

1,418 
688 
730 

2,069P 

N/A 
2,069 

71 k 

1,491 
1,670 
1,876 

833 

999 

653 
1,754e 

1,1191 

186 
9331 

519 
347 

1,786 
550 

End 
pend I ng 

4,544 1 

978g 
4,591g 
4,111 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
918 

2,033 

6,067 
4,087 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
544 k 

2:37 
1,915 
1,395 

674 

N/A 

623 
N/A 
671 

o 
6719 

N/A 
163h 

730 

145 

Change I n pend I ng 

Number Percent 

-131 1 -2.8 1 

131 15.5 
2,101 84.4 

38 0.9 

N/A 

N/,\ 

N/A 
158 

197 

949 
-40 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
544 k 

50 
107 
141 
82 

N/A 

124 
N/A 
148 

148 

N/A 
71 
61 

-104 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
20.8 

10.7 

11.01 

18.5 
-1.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

26.7 
5.9 

11.2 
13.9 

N/A 

24.8 
N/A 

28.3 

28.3 

N/A 
77.2 

9.1 
-41.8 

Per judge 

Filed Disposed 

184.1 202.8 
43.4 40.9 

189.6 166.2 
116.9 115.7 

235.0 167.4 
75.5 70.0 

99.1 90.2 

456.4 
252.4 

73.9 
77.1 
70.7 

433.4 
518.7 
348.0 

43.9 

128.4 
148.1 
168.1 
91.5 

114.1 

86.3 
194.9 
158.8 
62.0 

216.8 

100.8 
69.7 

307.8 
89.2 

409.0 
254.7 

78.8 
76.4 
81.1 
NC 

N/A 
295.6 

5.1 k 

124.2 
139.2 
156.3 
83.3 

111.0 

72.6 
194.9 
139.91 

62.0 
186.61 

86.5 
57.8 

297.7 
110.0 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal, any original proceeding, cr any request to appeal. 

Per 100,000 population 
Dls- End 

F I I ed posed pend I ng 

47.9 52.8 21.1 1 

14.5 13.6 7.8 
67.4 59.1 42.9 
35.5 35.2 36.7 

52.5 1 50.2 N/A 

40.81 41.9 N/A 

45.6 

109.3 
49.9 

31.4 
16.4 
15.0 
51.4 
30.8 
20.6 
17.9 

37.4 
49.2 
89.7 
35.5 

18.8 

14.6 
35.2 
34.8 

5.1 
29.7 

10.4 
15.1 
79.4 
38.1 

8.3 
52.4 

41.4 

97.9 
50.3 

33.5 
16.2 
17.2 
NC 

N/A 
17.5 
2.1 k 

36.1 
46.2 
83.4 
32.3 

18.3 

12.3 
35.2 
30.6 1 

5.1 
25.5 1 

9.0 
12.5 
76.8 
46.9 

N/A 
23.7 

42.5 

64.5 1 

72.6 
44.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.8 k 

5.7 
53.0 
62.0 
26.2 

N/A 

11.7 
N/A 

18.4 
0.0 

18.4 

N/A 
5.9 

31.4 
12.4 

Footnotes that apply to the data on this table ore given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In 
Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed InapproprIate If the divisor 

was I ess than 10. 
- = Not applicable. 

"Court jurisdiction. 
cJudge Information. 
"Cases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal Is disposed, It Is counted as 
a disposed case. 

fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year dOllS not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference betwllen filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
lData are not comp I ete. 

JExplanatlon of data, Included In the category. 
"Additional Information available. 
PData were not available for all courts In the state. 
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Special appellate court caseflow 
(Tables 11-15) 

The tables in this section pre­
sent more specific appellate case­
flow. Breakdowns for civil and 
criminal appeals and requests to 
appeal for courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts are 
given in Tables 11 and 12, respec­
tively. Table 13 provides time in­
terval data for appellate courts. 
The final two tables display ten­
year trend data for filings in ap­
pellate courts and the number and 
percent change from year to year. 

Civil and criminal caseflow in 
appellate courts (Tables 11 and 
12). The available civil and crim­
inal caseflow data for civil and 
criminal cases in courts of last 
resort and intermediate appellate 
courts are presented in Tables 11 
and 12, respectively. Previous 
tables have defined a case as any 
appeal, original proceeding, or re­
quest to appeal. Original proceed­
ing cases have not been listed in 
Tables 11 and 12 because original 
proceedings are rarely classified as 
civil or criminal cases. Caseflow 
figures for' appeals and requests to 
appeal, which have been divided when 
possible into civil and criminal case 
categories, have been included in 
these tables. The total number of 
cases (including original proceed­
ings) is also displayed. 

Table 11 includes 34 'states' 
reporting civil and criminal appeals 

filed in the courts of last resort. 
Of the appeals reported for courts 
of last resort, 51.4 percent were 
criminal. ~he number of 'states' 
providing civil and criminal cate­
gory breakdowns for requests to ap­
peal filed was quite low--lO for 
civil, 7 for criminal. 

Nineteen states reported break­
downs for civil and criminal ap­
peals in intermediate appellate 
courts. The majority of the ap­
peals were civil; 43.4 percent were 
criminal. The criminal percentage 
increased to 48.2 if the Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and Texas courts were 
eliminated from the calculation. 
These courts handle only civil mat­
ters. Only one state reported civ­
il and criminal breakdowns for re­
quests to appeal in its intermedi­
ate appellate court. 

The reported totals for civil 
and criminal appeals are displayed 
in Figure K. The relative percent 
of criminal appeals in courts of 
last resort in states with interme­
diate appellate courts is high be­
cause in Louisiana, Oklahoma, and 
Texas the court of last resort has 
exclusive jurisdiction over crimi­
nal appeals in the appellate courts. 
It is, however, clear from the other 
data that a majority of the appeals 
were civil. For the 34 'states' 
that reported a civil and criminal 
breakdown for appeals in all their 
appellate courts, 55.1 percent of 
the appeals were civil. 

As future annual reports are 
produced, it is hoped that add i-

Figure K: Breakdown of civil and criminal appeals filed in appellate courts. 

Courts of last .resort in states with intermediate appellate courts (Table 11) ••• 
Intermediate appellate courts (Table 12) •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total for all appellate courts in states with intermediate appellate courts ••••• 
Courts of last resort in 'states' without intermediate appellate courts (Table 11) • 

Total for all appellate courts in all 'stat~s' •••••••••••••••••••• 

'States' 
reEorting 

12 
19 
IT 
22 
34 

Al!l!eals filed 

Civil Criminal 

2,533 4,424 
24,089 18,480 
16,381 13,764 
5,423 4,003 

21,804 17,767 

Relative percents 
of civil and 

criminal BEEeals 

Civil Criminal 

36.4 63.6 
56.6 43.4 
54.'3 45:7 
57.5 42.5 
55.1 44.9 

Note: The Louisiana, Oklu.h()ma, and Texas courts of last resort have exclusive jurisdicti.on 
courts. This is the reason for the high proportion of criminal appeals in the court 
intermediate appellate courts. The Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas intermediate app' 

~ criminal appeals in the appellate 
t last resort in states wi th 
te courts hear only civil matters. 

The totals for all appellate courts include only 'states' with data from all appel~Q_2 courts in the state. 

44 

~ ~---~----- .""'--

tional courts will provide more 
complete civil and criminal break­
downs. When such information is 
available, these tables should pro­
vide a broader basis for assessing 
the kinds of cases handled by ap­
pellate courts. In addition, the 
tables may permit tracking of case 
types from trial courts tlu'ough ap­
pellate courts. This tracking would 
assist in assessing the impact on 
appellate court caseloads of legis­
lative or procedural changes that 
affect the handling of civil or 
criminal matters in trial courts. 

Time interval data for appel­
late courts (Table 13). This table 
presents available information on 
the time necessary to process an 
appellate case. Because there was 
variation in the beginning event 
reported, the 'states' in the table 
are grouped according to beginning 
event. The times displayed are from 
the beginning event to briefs filed, 
beginning event to argument or 
submission, argument or submission 
to decision announced, and beginning 
event to decision announced. The 
most common statistic used was the 
mean. If a state reported a mean 
and median value, both are displayed. 

The case processing times re­
ported by the 'states' were quite 
varied. In the six courts of last 
resort reporting, the average time 
for total cases from notice of ap­
peal to decision announced ranged 
from 276 days to 552 days, with the 
three 'states' without intermediate 
appellate courts having higher aver­
ages than the three states with in­
termediate appellate courts. In the 
intermediate appellate courts, the 
average time for total cases from 
notice of appeal to decision an­
nounced ranged from 169 days to 531 
days. 

Filings in appellate courts, 
1967-76 (Tables 14 and 15). Table 
14 displays trend data for total 
cases filed from 1967 through 1976 
in those court systems reporting at 
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least 5 years of data. For the 31 
courts of last resort displayed, 
there was a 34.·3 percent increase in 
cases filed from 1972 to 1976. In 
the 19 courts of last resort that 
displayed data for 1967 through 
1976, the total increase in caseload 
was 52.5 percent. The 19 interme­
diate appellate courts reporting 
data had a 48.8 percent increase in 
cases filed from 1972 through 1976. 
In the 12 intermediate appellate 
courts reporting data for 1967 
through 1976, total filings increased 
134.6 percent. 

Table 15 displays the year-to­
year increase in filings in appel­
late courts. Most of the courts 
displayed have reported increases in 
case filings each year. 

General conclusions 

The factors discussed in the in­
troduction warn the reader against 
drawing nonclusions or making gener­
alizations based on data from these 
appellate tables. Variations in 
refer.ence periods, court organiza­
tion, subject matter jurisdiction, 
definitions of cases, and the com­
pleteness and accuracy of data make 
cross-jurisdiction comparisons ex­
tremely difficult. 

One general conclusion can be 
drawn from the appellate court 
tables: In both courts of last re­
sort and in intermediate appellate 
courts, the total number of cases 
pending at the end of 1976 increased 
significantly over the number pend­
ing at the end of 1975. Using the 
reported national totals (Table 1), 
end pending cases for courts of last 
resort appear to have increased by 
15.7 percent; for intermediate ap­
pellate courts by 15.0 percent. 
While the percent change in the esti­
mated pending caseload is high, it is 
necessary to note that both the per­
cent increase in reported pending 
caseload for intermediate appellate 
courts and the total for all appel­
late courts for 1976 have decreased 
from the 1975 values. 
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Table 11: Caseflow for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for courts of last resort, 1976, 

, 
f , 
f. 

~1·· j, 

f 
.~ .. 

State and court tItle 

A labarna--Supreme Court •• I ••••••••••••••• 

A las ka--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arl zona--Supreme Court .................. . 
Ar lcansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Ca I I forn I a--Supreme Court •••••••• 5 •••••• 

Co lorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Connect1 cut--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Del aware--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct 01 Columbla--Court 01 Appeals •• 
Flortda--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Georg I a--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Hawa II--Suprerne Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
I daho--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
III I no I s--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
I nd I ana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 

lowa--Sl1preme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Loulsfana--Supreme Court .............. .. 
Malne--Supreme Judicial Court ......... .. 

Maryl and--Court of Appea I s •••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Supreme Jud I c I a I Court ... 
M I ch I gan--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
M I nnesota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• II 
Mlsslsslppl--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 

M I ssour I--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Montana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• t •• 

Nebras ka--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshlre--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

New Jersey--Supreme Court .............. . 
New Mexlco--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

New Yor k-o-Court of Appea J s •••••••••••••• 
North Caro I I na--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
North Daklta--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 

~=-~~---------------

Begl nn I n9 pend I n9 
Re<iuests 

Appea I s 10 appea I 
Total 

CIvIl CrImInal CIvIl CrImInal cases 

o 
147 

15 
N/A 
N/A 

X 
N/A 
139 

X 
X 

217 
143 
1871 

98 
X 

662J 
1551 

N/A 
N/A 

119 

21 
N/A 

X 
N/A 

X 

X 

N/A 
205 

X 
X 

x 
X 

N/A 
X 
21 

o 
71 

201 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
94 
X 
X 

102 
62 
81 
44 
X 

337J 
761 

N/A 
N/A 
127 

4 
N/A 

X 
N/A 

X 

X 
N/A 
183 

X 
X 

X 
X 

NiA 
X 
o 

o 
X 

N/A 

N/A 
X 
X 
X 

X 

61 
o 

(j) 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

o 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

X 
y ., 

N/A 
I!/A 

o 

o 
)I. 

N/A 

o 
258 
305 
N/A 
N/A 

X 366 
N/A N/A 

X 233 
X 1,1031h 

X 1,159 

X 
o 

86 
X 

(J) 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

o 

X 
N/A 

tVA 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

405 
221 
315 
340 

80h 

999 
2391 

N/A 
N/A 
279 

25 
N/A 
396 
N/A 
610 

165 
N/A 
386 1 

256 
249 

IIppaals 

FIled 
Requests 
10 appeal 

Total 

Appeals 

01 sposed 
Requests 
10 appeal 

Total 
CIvIl CrImInal CivIl CrImInal cases CIvIl CrImInal CIvIl CrImInal cases 

X 
214 

35 
N/A 
153 

76 

N/A 
219 
346 

X 

591 
150 
161 
119 

X 

547J 
254 

X 
8 

145 

134h 

X 
X 
X 

507 

X 
247 
364 
249 

X 

X 
206 

X 
X 

97 

X 
113 
169 
N/A 

56 

75 
N/A 
116 
826 

X 

242 
99 
82 

108 
X 

408 
152 

X 
453 
124 

41 h 

X 
X 
X 

273 

X 
44 

352 
358 

X 

X 
7 

X 
X 

35 

X 
X 

1,547 

X 
N/A 

X 
(J) 

X 

X 
o 

448 
151 

X 

X 
X 
X 

230 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 
X 

X 
X 

1,347 

510J 
468 

1,023 
N/A 

3,801 e 

X 651 
N/A N/A 

X 335 
(j) 1,369 

X 2,214 

X 1,433 
o 265 

332 
394 9989 

X 430 

X 1,176 
438 

X 833 
X 1,762 
X 334 

234 657 
663J 

X 1,045 
X 911 

936 

579 
409 

N/A 7161 

X 806 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 
X 

273 

1,164 1 

558 
595el 

546 
150 

X 
141 
26 

350 
B4 

X 
67 

172 
X 
X 

582 
97 

122 
133 

X 

625J 
186 

X 
7 

121 

149h 

238 
X 

279 
328 

180 
N/A 
325 

X 
X 

X 
X 

474 
X 

91 

X 
58 

155 
201 
34 

X 
44 

110 
X 
X 

280 
50 
62 
83 
X 

446J 

118 
X 

337 
115 

37h 

248 
X 

115 
163 

35 
N/A 
309 

X 
X 

X 
X 

166 
X 

35 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
o 

444 
151 

(j) 

X 
X 
X 

230 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 

1,233J 
X 
X 

X 510 
X 335 

1,004 
613 

1,347e 3,694e 

X 674 
X 241 
X 282 
X 1,224 
X 2,390 

X 1,404 
o 166 

249 
399 987e 

X 430 

(j) 1,079 
340 

X 1,217J 
X 1,586 
X 299 

234 668 
609J 

X 921 
X 833 

819 

649 
N/A 

N/A 634 1 

X 803 

X 
X 

1,113 
X 
'( 

320 

9851" 
603 

2,902e 

492 
144 

-------._----- -------------- ------_ .. ------

" 

End pend I n9 
Requests 

~?eals 10 appeal 
Total 

CIvIl CrImInal CIvIl CrImInal cases 

o 
220 

24 
N/A 

N/A 

X 
N/A 
186 

X 
X 

1919 
196 
226 
84 
X 

756J 
223 
N/A 
N/A 
143 

6 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
X 

X 
N/A 
244 

X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 
8 

o 
126 
215 
N/A 
N/A 

X 
N/A 
100 

X 
X 

799 
111 
101 
69 
X 

322J 
110 
N/A 
N/A 
136 

8 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
X 

X 
N/A 
226 

X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 
o 

o 
X 

N/A 

X 
N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 
o 

65 
o 

(j) 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

o 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

o 
X 

N/A 

o 
391 
324 
N/A 

N/A 

X 343 

N/A N/A 
X 286 
X 1,248h 

X 983 

X 4119 
o 320 

398 
81 351 

X 80 

(j) 1,0789 
337 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

o 314 

14 
N/A 

X 520 
N/A N/A 

727 

95 
N/A 

N/A 470 1 

X 259 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

o 

202 

622 1 

123 
N/A 

48 1 

8 

-\ 
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Ohl,)--Supreme Court ...... ~.............. N/A 
Or.lalioma--STATE TOTAL................... X 

Supreme Courta•••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Court of Criminal Appealsa•••••••••••• NH 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• _ •• • •• X 

Pennsylvania-Supreme Court............. N/A 
Puerto Rfco--Supreme Court.............. 14 
Rhode Island-... Supreme Court............. X 
South Carol fna--Supreme Court........... 98 
South Da kDta--Supreme Court............. X 

Tennessee--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ..................... . 

Supreme Court8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appealsa •••••••••••• 

Utah--Supreme Court ••••••• " ••••••••••••• 

Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Vtrglnla--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

West V I rg I n I a--Supreme Court of Appea 15. 
WI scons I n--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
W~mlng--Supreme Court ................ .. 

N/A 
26 
26 

NH 
N/A 

X 
X 

123f 

15 
485f 

80 

N/A 
X 

NH 

X 
X 

N/A 
5 
X 

24 
X 

N/A 
696 

NH 

696 
N/A 

N/A 
X 

X 
NH 

X 

N/A 
X 
X 

N/A 

N/A 
96 
96 

NH 

136 
32 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

NH 

X 

N/A 
X 
X 

N/A 

N/A 

NH 

220 
25 f 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
1,426 
1,182 

244 
335 

N/A 
369 
355 
122 

234 fl 

N/A 
877 
154 

723 
N/A 

287 
50l f 

241 

34 
598fl 

130 

X 
714 
714 

NH 
X 

X 
40 

181 
226 

X 

232e 

III 
III 

NH 

327 

283 
124 
154 

149 
511 

82 

X 
667 

NH 
667 

X 

X 
186 

61 
177 

X 

14e 

2,546 
NH 

2,546 
III 

51 
81 
46 

137 
171 
46 

X 
171 
171 

NH 
127 

X 
X 
X 

X 

258 
693 
693 

NH 

X 
107 

X 
NH 

X 1,404e 

1,998 
NH 1,019 

979 
238 973e 

X 1,736 
X' 1,204 
X 411 

416 
X 294e 

393 

NH 

897e 

4,774 
1,072 

3,702 
556 

366 
X 1,672e 

125 589 

878 
X 939 

NH 138 

Note: For Inclusion 00 this table, a case 15 defined as any appeal. any original proceeding. or any request to appeal. 

X 
578 
578 

NH 
X 

N/A 
37 

X 
178 

X 

X 
107 
107 

NH 

X 

265 
X 

123 

130 
521 

97 

X X 
528 200 

NH 200 
528 NH 

X X 

N/A N/A 
36 X 
X X 

156 
X X 

X 
2,167 

NH 

2,167 

X 

56 

28 

103 
128 
28 

N/A 
667 
667 

NH 

440 
97 

X 

NH 

X 

NH 

X 

N/A 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 

NH 

1,~74e 

1,795 
908 
887 
911 e 

N/A 
1,123 

319 
345 
25ge 

308el 

4,280 
1,021 

3,259 
2741 

360 
871 1,574e 

90 495 

802 
X 901 

NH 134 

N/A N/A 
X X 
X NH 

NH X 

X X 

N/A N/A 
17 155 
X X 

146 45 
X X 

N/A 

30 
30 

NH 
N/A 

X 
X 

154 

34 
478g 

65 

N/A 

1,075 
NH 

1,075 
N/A 

X 
X 

44 

41 
152 

54 

N/A 
X 
X 

NH 
X 

N/A 
X 

X 

N/A 

N/A 
122 
122 

NH 

197 
42 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

NH 

X 

N/A 
X 
X 

N/A 

N/A 

NH 

210 
60 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
1,646 
1,310g 

336 
397 

N/A 
450 
447 
193 
270 1 

N/A 
1,371 

205 

1.166 
N/A 

293 
591g 

335 

110 
6399 1 

134 

Total cases pending, filed, and disposed Include original proceedings as well as all appeals and all requests to appeal. For display 00 this table, filings after the granting of a request to 
appeal are Included In the numbers dlspla)'ed for civil and criminal appeals flied In California, II IInols, and Virginia; dispositions which granted the requests to appeal are Included In the 
numbers dlspla)'ed for civil and criminal requests to appeal ,disposed In Illinois, New York, and Virginia. Filings after the granting of a request to,appeal and dispositions which granted 
the requests to appeal are not Included, however, In the total cases flied or total cases disposed figures for these courts. 

Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. ExplanaTory Informatloo pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part" of this report, where statistical profiles for 
all courts In each state are dlspla)'ed. 

Blank space = Not enough Information 15 !<nown. The case category ',lOy or may not be handled by th~ court. 
N/A = This case type 15 handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This case type 15 not handled In this court. 
X = The data for this case type are !<nown to be Included In the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
8Cases not Included In the totlll to avoid double counting: 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed requests or as filed appeals. When the resulting appeal 15 disposed, It 15 counted as a disposed case. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court )'ear does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court )'ear. 

gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF Igure was computed. 

IOata are not comp I ete. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
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Table 12: Caseflow for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 

State and court title 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ................... . 

Court of C I v II Appea I 5 •••••••••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••••••• 

Ar I zona--Court of Appea I 5 ••••••••••••••• 

Callfornla--Courts of Appeal ........... . 
Co I orado--Court of Appea J 5 •••••••••••••• 

F I or I da--o I str I ct Court of Appea I ...... . 
Georg I a--Court of Appea r 5 ••••••••••••••• 
1IIInols--Appellate Court .............. . 

I nd I ana--Court of Appea I 5 ••••••••••••••• 

Kentuc ky--Court of Appea 15 k ••••••••••••• 
Lou I 5 I ana--Courts of Appea I B •••••••••••• 

Maryland--Court of Special Appeals •••••• 
Massachusetts--AppeaJ 5 Court •••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 
M·j ssour J--Court of Appea J 5 •••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--Appellate Division of 

Beginning pending 
Roquests 

Appe.'s 10 appeal 

Civil Criminal 

o 52.3 
o NH 

NH 523f 

473 633 
2,579 2,096 

X X 
X X 

N/A N/A 
1,803f 2,270 

X X 

X NH 

76 III 
N/A N/A 

1,139 2,396 
1,117 698 

Civil Criminal 
X 

NH 
NH X 

NH NH 

X X 
o 0 

NH NH 

NH 

o 0 

220 342 

Total 
cases 

523 

o 
523 f 

1,254 
4,675 1 

592 

5,I18h 

N/A 
4,073 f 

499 
ok 

760 fh 

187 
N/A 

4,127 
1,836 

Appeals 

Civil Criminal 
186 

186J 

NH 

599 
3,183 

569 

X 
943 

1,858 

317J 

X 
1,947 

622 

X 
1,096 

1,206 

1,084 
NH 

1,084 

1,000 
3,279 

261 

X 
572 

2,115 
417J 

X 
NH 

762 
X 

1,911 
599 

Filed 
Roquests 

10 ~ppe.' 

Civil Criminal 
X 

NH 
NH X 

NH NH 

X X 
X X 

NH NH 

NH 

X X 

727 598 

Total 
cases 

1,270 
186J 

1,084 

2,017 
10,312 

915 

9,129 
1,754e 

3,973 
777J 

615 
2,189 

1,541 
605 

4,544 
2,181 

Appeals 

Civil 

186 
186 

NH 
482 

X 
X 
X 
X 

1,678 

X 
X 

1,802 

607h 

240 

1,001 
1,021 

X 
X 
X 

2,257 

X 
X 

NH 

727h 

62 
2,208 

596 

Disposed 
Roquests 
10 appeal 

Civil Criminal 

X 
NH 

NH X 

NH NH 

X X 
X X 

NH NH 

NH 
X X 

608 578 

Total 
cases 

1,119 1 

186 
933 1 

1,876 
11,357 

833 

8,180 
1,7540 

3,935 

653 
71 k 

2,031 

1,491 
519 

4,584 
1,984 

End pend I n9 
Roquests 

Ap!,!als 1'0 appeal 

Civil Criminal 

o 671 
o 

NH 
590 

2,555 
X 
X 

N/A 
1.983 

X 
X 
X 

91 
N/A 

1,234 
1,309g 

NH 
671g 

655 
1 ,989 

X 

X 
N/A 

2,128 

X 
X 

NH 

146 
N/A 

2,099 
694g 

Civil Criminal 

X 
NH 

NH X 

NH NH 

X X 
o 0 

NH NH 

NH 

o 0 

339 362 

Total 
cases 

671 
o 

671g 

1,395 
4,544 1 

674 

6,067 

N/A 
4,111 

623 
544 k 

918 

237 

N/A 
4,087 
2,033 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Max I co--Court of Appea I 5 •••••••••••• 

X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A N/A 4,266 1 3,I57h 1,662 N/A II/A 4,819 1 

446 
X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A N/A 4,349 1 X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A N/A 4,736 1 

New York--STATE TOTAL .................. . 

Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court ............................... . 

Appellate Terms of the Suprems Court •• 
North Carol I na--Court of Appea I 5 •••••••• 

Ohio-Court of Appeals ................. .. 
Oklahoma--Court of AppealsB ••••••••••••• 

Oregon--Court of Appea I s. II .............. . 
Pennsyl van I a~-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• ',' 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Convnonwea I th Court8 •••••••• " •••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Appealsa ........ I1 ••••••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appealsa •••••••••••• 
Texas--Courts of C I v II Appea I sa ••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Court of Appea I 5 •••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,354 
92h 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
847 

1,110f 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,059 
NH 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
603 f 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

X 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
X 

249 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,490 
92h 

669 
N/A 

N/il 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
847 

1,808f 

174 220 
X X 

X 
X 
X 

3,858 
418 

421 
X 
X 
X 

694 
694 

NH 
1,824 
1,017 

X 
X 
X 

2,732 
NH 

735 
X 
X 
X 

636 
NH 

636 

NH 
495 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

X 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
X 

7,362 1 

2,115 
1,027 
7,204 

418 
1,847 
6,067 

3,631 
2,436 

1,330 
694 
636 

1,824 
1,777 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal. any original proc_lng. or any request to appeal. 

X 

X 
X 

457 
3,110 

347 

X 
N/A 

X 
N/A 

N/A 
688 

NH 

1,717 
974 

X 

X 
X 

487 
2,464 

NH 

X 
N/A 

X 
N/A 
730 

NH 
730 

NH 
410 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

X 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
X 

550 

9,067 

7,560 
1,507 

999 
6,315 

347 

1,786 
2,069P 

N/A 
2,069 

1,418 
688 
730 

1,717 
1,670 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,481g 

163h 

X 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

9789 
1,153 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,847g 

NH 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
688 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

X 

Total cases pending, filed, and disposed Include original proc_lngs as well as all appeals and all requests 1'0 appeal. For display on this table, filings after the granting of a 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
X 

145 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,591 9 

163h 

730 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
9789 

1 ,915 

request to appeal are InclUded In the numbers displayed for civil and criminal appeals filed for Georgia. Filings after the granting of a requost to appeal are not Included, however In the total 
cases filed or total cases disposed figures for this court. 

Footnotes that appl y to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for 
a II courts I n each state are d I sp I a yed. 

Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case 

category mayor may not be handled by the 
court. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data 
are unava II ab Ie.' 

NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 
X = The data for this ca"e type are ~J1own to be Included 

In the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
SCases not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 

Roquests 1'0 appeal granted are not counted as disposed 

requests or as filed appeals. 
When an appeal Is disposed, It Is counted as a 

d r sposed case. 
fBeg I nn I ng pend I ng figure for the 1976 court year does not 

equa I the end pend I ng figure for the 1975 court year. 

gChange I n pend I ng does not equal the difference between 
filings and dispositions. 

hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not camp I ete. 

JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
'YIddltlona I Information available. 

POata were not ava II abl G tor a II courts I n the state. 
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Table 13: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1976. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and 
to decision announced. Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and 
statistic type (mean or median). 

Stata and court title 

Courts of last resort 

District of Columbla--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 
lowa--Supreme Courr •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Type of case 

total cases 
cIvil 
prIorIty cIvil 
criminal 
total cases 

Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• civil 
criminal 

M I nnesota--Supreme Court......................... -!t"ot"a'-!'..;:ca"'s"'e"'s ____ _ 
New Jersey--Supreme Court........................ total cases 

total cases 

Oregon--Supreme Court............................ tota I cases 
Wash I ngton--Supreme Court........................ total cases 

tota I cases 
"~Ias~ .. -Supreme Court............................ total cases 
Hawall--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• clvll--regular opinion 

8eglnnlng 
event 

notice of appeal 

notice of i!lppeaJ 

notice of uppeal 
not I co of appea I 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 
not I ce of appea I 
not I ce of appea I 
notice of appeal or 
grant I ng cert I f I cat I on 

not I ce clf appea I or 
granting certlflcalon 

notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 
fl/lng of appeal 
filIng of appeal 

clvll--manorandun opinion filing of appeal 
crlmlnal--regular opinion filing of appeal 
crimi na 1--mSllorandt.rn 

BegInnIng 
event 

to briefs 
fIled 

204 
252t 
252t 

Number of days 
8eg I nn I n9 Argument or 
event to submission 

argument or to decision 
subm I 551 on announced 

305 127 
805 ,;. 
325 :,'-

T\1>e 
of 

Beginning stat­

event to ~ 
decision 
announced 

4.32 mean 
878 mean 
384 mean 

290t 351 ~-~" 406 mean 
27St 491 6f 552 mean 
305t 473 52 522 moan 
360t 454 40 503 mean 

___ N~/~A~ __ ~3~3?~ ______ ~12=2 ______ ~45~4~_ ~ 

79t 198 139 333 mean 

48t N/A 108 290 medIan 
155t N/A N/A 276 mean 
125t 247 152 400 mean 

_~1~0~7t~ ___ ~N~/~A~ __ --"~83~ ___ --'N~/~A___ medIan 
N/A 329 133 N/A medIan 
~/A N/A N/A 555 mean 
N/A N/A N/A 543 mean 
N/A N/A N/A 503 mean 

opl nlon fllll1g of appeal N/A N/A N/A 491 mean 
mean other--regular opInIon fIlIng of appeal N/A N/A N/A 795 

Wyomlng--Supreme Court............................ .:.to"-t"'a"-'...;c"a"'s"'es"-______ filing of appeal _---:;N:!./"-A _____ N"'/"-A'--____ -!!N,,/A"--__ .....,,3"'0"'2 ___ 
Arkansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil filing of record N/A 152 29 181 

crImInal filIng of record N/A 127 19 145 
I~ar yl and--Court of Appea I s ................. " ... • tota I cases d I spos I t I on I n lower court N/A 256 34 290 
Massachusetts--Supreme Jud lelal Court............ to"t~1 cases entry N/A 140 91 230 
Misslssippl--Supreme Court ...................... total cases fl ling of record N/A 347 33 379 

total cases jlldgm~nt In lower court N/A 519 33 552 
New Jersey--Supreme Court................... ..... total cases Judgment below 190t 309 139 444 
New t~ex I co--Supreme Court........................ ..:t;;o.:.;ta""'-"ca"'s"'e"'s________ ..Qocket I n9 _-"!.:!4~5.!.t ____ :,23"'8~ _____ ~5:!.4 ____ -'2,,9"'2 ___ 

I ntermed i ate appe II ate courts 

New Jef'sey--Appellate DIvision of SuperIor Court. total cases 
total cases 

not I ce of appea I 
not I ce of appea I 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 
notice of appeal 

New Mexlco--Court of Appeals ..................... crIminal and children's 
torts 
adm I n I strat i ve appea I s 
wor Nnen' s compensat I on 
criminal (Bernalillo 
County) notice of appeal 

new appellate rules--
criminal and children's notice of" appeal 

new appellate rules-­
criminal (Bernalillo 
County) notice of appeal 

Oregon--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases notice of appeal 
Washlngton--Court of Appeals--AII divisIons ...... total cases notice of appeal 

DiviSion I....................................... total cases notice of appeal 
Division 11 •• e. ..•..•...••••.•.•.••..••.•.•.••• total cases notice of appeal 
Division III................................... total cases notice of appeal 

Massachusetts--Appea I s Court •••••••••••••• &...... -!t"'ot.:.:a,,'-"ca"'s"'e"'s _________ -'e"'n.:.:tr'-'y'---,-_____ -'-___ 
follchlgan--Court of Appeals....................... civil fl ling of appeal 

criminal filing of appeal 
cIvil filIng of appeal 
criminal filing of appeal 

Texas--Court of Civil Appeals .................... total cases filing of appeal 
Georgla--Court of Appeals...... •••••••••••••••••• total cases N/A 
Maryland--Court of Spacial Appeals ............... total cases disposition In lower court 
New Jersey--Appellate Division of Superior Court • ..!t"'o.:.:ta""'-"ca"'s"'e"'s __________ ludgment below 

224t 
195t 
157 
159 
102 
147 

154 

102 

105 
125t 
192t 
152t 
204t 
198t 
N/A 

358 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
458 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
245t 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NlA 
N/A 
N/A 
195 
415 

27 
15 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

73 
51 
55 
92 

112t 
79t 
55t 
55t 
48t 

N/A 
30-45 

37 
27 

395 
385 
242 
273 
234 
257 

213 

140 

145 
169 
531 
N/A 
iliA 
N/A 
357 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

168 
N/A 
232 
442 

~ 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 

-~ 

mean 
med/ an 
mean 
mean 
mean 
lOOan 

mean 

mean 

~ 
mean 
mean 
median 
mad I an 
median 

~ 
rnean 
mean 
medIan 
median 
mean 
mean 
mean 

~ 

Note: TImes are often given In months, fractions of months, or months and da>"S. For comparability, these were converted to day.; by using 30.5 days per month. 
Data on this table are apparently for appeals decIded on the merits after a full revIew by the court, although this fact Is not usually made explicit In 

the source documents. The data for the WashIngton Supreme Court are only for appeals flied directly with the court, and not for appeals certified or' 
transferred from the Intermediate appellate court. The New Jersey Supreme Court data Include, as well as regUlar appeals, some cases In Which the 
decision on the merits Is made pursuant to the argument as to whether the certl flcatlon should be granted. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

tFor the time the briefs are flied, the following events were used: 
Ready for submlssion--Iowa Supreme Court 
Read I ness--Kansas Supreme Court 
Date perfected--New Jersey Supreme Court 

Wash I ngton Supreme Court 
New Jersey Ilppellate Division of Superior Court 
Wash I ngton Court of Appea Is 

49 

At Issue--Oregon Supreme Court 
New Mex I co Supreme Court 
Oregon Court of Appea I s 
Michigan Court of Appeals 

For the time of argument or submission, the fa/ lowing events were used: 
Cons I derat I on--r.1assachusetts Appea I 5 Court 
Hearlng--Mlchlgan Court of Appeals 



Table 14: Filed cases for appellate courts, 1967-1976. . 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

State and court title 

Courts of last rescrt 

Callfornla--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Pennsy I van I a--Supreme Court ••••• 
Oh t o--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
Mt ch I gan--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Vlrglnla--Supreme Court ........ . 
MI ssour I--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
W I scans I n-Supreme Court •••••••• 
Tennessee-Supreme Court •••••••• 
Mary I and--Court of Appea I 5 •••••• 

MI nnesota--Supreme Court •••••••• 
Lou I 5 I ana--Supreme Court •••••••• 
Wash I n9ton--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Puerto Rico-Supreme CourT •••••• 
Okl ahoma--STATE TOTAL ......... .. 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appeal~ ••••• 

Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl--Supreme Court ...... 
Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Arl zona--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
New Mexico Supreme Court ••••••• 
Rhode Is land--Supreme Court ••••• 

I daho-Scpreme Court •••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I ra--Suprame Court •••• 
Montana--Suprame Court •••••••••• 
District of Columbla--Court 01 

Appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Del aware--Supreme Court ••••••••• 

I ntermed (ate appe I late courts 

Ca II forn I a--Courts of Appea I •••• 
Texas--COurts of CI vii Appea I s .. 
Pennsy I van I a--STATE TOTAL ••••••• 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
Corrvnonwea I th Court •••••••••••• 

I I I Inols--Appel late Court ••••••• 
Ohlo--Court 01 App.als ........ .. 
Mlchlgan--COurt of Appeals ..... . 
New Jersey--Appellate Division 

of Superior Court .......... . 
Ml ssour I--Court of Appea I s •••••• 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL .......... . 

Court of Appea I s ............. . 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••• 

Mary I and-Court 01 Sp.c I a I 
Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Loulslana--Courts of Appeal ..... 
Wash I ngton-Court of Appea I s .. .. 
Ok)"homa--Court of .~ppeals ..... . 
Colorado-CoUrt of Appeal s .... .. 
Oregon--court of Appea I 5 •••••••• 

Ar 1 zona--COurt of Appea I s ....... 
New Mexlco--Court of Appeals .... 

State 
popu latl on 

I n thousands 

21,522 
11,802 
10,690 
9,113 
7,339 
5,052 
4,787 
4,610 
4,234 
4,125 
3,954 
3,875 
3,611 
3,436 
3,214 
2,770 

2,575 
2,365 
2,326 
2,299 
2,249 
1,552 
1,172 

936 

833 
82T 
755 

700 
613 
582 

21,522 
12,599 
11,802 

11,193 
10,690 
9,113 

7,339 
4,787 
4,234 

4,125 
3,875 
3,611 
2,77C, 

2,575 
2,326 
2,249 
1,172 

1967 

2,716 

361 
160 

1,270 
1,046 

399 
714 
525 
515 

862 

409P 

409 
640 

612 

444 
320 
331 

138 

246 
137 

5,262 
1,199 

1,402 

1,795 

1,598 
702 
501 
434 

61 

339 
1,336 

526 
108 

1968 

2,959 

450 
142 

1,248 
846 

194 
435 
578 
532 

843 

489P 

489 
574 

629 

505 
321 
244 

144 

288 
129 

6,121 
1,133 

1,504 

1,894 

1,845 
703 
811 
400 
411 

382 
1,430 

599 
152 

1969 

3,322 

544 
139 

1,185 
815 

191 
411 
631 
601 

960 

1,339 
644 
695 
620 

4:;a* 

556 
322 
255 

154 

319 
201 

6,530 
1,153 

1,691 

1,9!13 

2,061 
573 
860 
430 
430 

500 
1,406 

563 
671 
168 

1970 

3,400 

504 
170 

1,380 
1,036 

455 
205 
437 
576 
755 

1,153 

1,357 
726 
631 
568* 
462 
432 

679 
362 
218 

139 
189 

452 
396 
198 

7,721 
1,228 

1,856 

2,214 

2,449 
660 
863 
488 
375 

593 
1,416 

373 
577 
805 
168 

Cases filed 

1971 1972 

3,179 

905 
708 
195 

1,329 
1,187 

494 
213 
489 
!B4 
863 
450 

1,113 

1,235 
433 
802 
544 
455 
558 

697 
474 
240 

182 
186 
197 

613 
306 
176 

8,327 
1,328 

2,499 
3,798 
2,336 

2,746 
758 
859 
452 
407 

729 
1,455 

937 
445 
616 
622 
783 
232 

3,238 
1,424 
1,001 

6!B 
169 

1,398 
998 
555 
209 
403 
603 

1,044 
414 

1,144 
878 

1,281 
508* 
773 
517 
563 
607 
368 
677 
446 
295 
325 

155 
188 
236 

796 
375 
250 

8,194 
1,397 
3,780 
2,433 
1,347 
3,020 
4,311 
2,799 

3,583 
1,097 
1,042 

498 
544 

726 
1,573 
1,243 

472 
426 
766 
875 
235 

1973 

3,139 
1,387 
1,144 

811 
173 

1,249 
387 
502 
205 
348 
677 

1,083 
426 

1,160 
995 

1,421 
702 
719 
606 
626 
553 
341 
686 
546 
296 
349 
243 
240 
239 

980 
392 
247 

8,806 
1,332 
4,474 
2,670 
1,804 
3,044 
4,909 
3,076 

3,883 
1,616 
1,092 

494 
598 

880 
1,589 
1,244 

365 
468 
843 
921 
318 

1974 

3,513 
1,607 
1,203 

957 
183 

1,256 
1,039 

607 
266 
304 
781 

1,2!B 
497 

1,142 
1,071 
1,578 

735 
843 
611 
601 
667 
342 
749 
464 
433 
345 
252 
270 
269 

1,128 
434 
255 

9,418 
1,502 
3,916 
2,203 
1,713 
3,259 
5,503 
3,579 

3,801 
1,405 
1,016 

485 
531 

980 
1,579 
1,541 

406 
444 

1,046 
1,321 

475 

1975 

3,668 
1,696 
1,323 

974 
ur 

1,526 
904 
656 
327 
250 
921 

1,606 
504 

1,225 
1,083 
1,806 

992 
814 
553 
613 
750 
368 
890 
571 
500 
355 
307 
288 
299 

1,221 
556 
273 

9,936 
1,764 
5,023 
2,996 
2,027 
4,135 
6,869 
4,435 

4,383 
1,552 
1,279 

649 
630 

1,154 
2,020 
1,819 

327 
8!B 

1,539 
1,725 

514 

1976 

3,704 
1,736 
1,479 
1,045 

232 
1,672 
1,170 

709 
246 
173 
911 

1,762 
589 
833* 

1,204 
1,998 
1,019 

979 
651 
780 
973 
438 

1,023 
716 
558 
422 

295 
273 
409 

1,342 
806 
341 

10,312 
1,824 
6,067 
3,631 
2,436 
3,973 
7,204 
4,544 

4,819 
1,805 
1,330 

694 
636 

1,384 
2,189 
1,777 

418 
915 

1,847 
2,017 

446 

Not.: ooeedln or any request to appeal. The exceptions to this are: For the 
For Inclusion on this table a case Is defIned as any appeal. any original pr 9

15
, I I t ort and Missouri and Maryland Intermediate appellate 

I Id h d District of Columbia cour 0 as res 
New Jersey, Tennessee, Maryland, Mlsslsslpp, a 0, an Ith tit ding control and disciplinary cases for the California 
courts, the numbers represent appoals filed. The numbers are total cases WCo o~ super.n en I Inal actions and disciplinary cases for the WisconsIn 
Supreme Court; total cases plus other proceed1ngs for the Missouri Supreme u~; ;~pe: ;- ~or 9

the 
Delaware'Supreme Court are for the fiscal year; 

Supreme Court· and appeals and other matters for the Rhode Island Supreme Cour. e a a 
elsewhere In ~hls report, 'Delaware fiscal year data have been combIned to make c~lendar year data. 

Blank space = Not enough InformatIon Is known. 
- = Not appllcabl •• 

POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

·Indlcates the year th~ Intermediate appellate court began operation. 
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Table 15: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year for appellate courts, 1967-1976. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

Stat. and court tltl. 
Stare Popu-----------________________________ ~Nu~m~b~.~r~a~n~d~pe~r~c~.n~t~c~ha~n~g~.~ln~c~as~.~s~I~II~.~d ____________________________ _ 
latlon In 

Courts of last resort 
thousands 1967 to 1968 1968 to 1969 1969 to 1970 1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 1973 1973 to 1974 

1974 to 1975 1975 'to 1976 

Calilornla--Supr.me Court..... 21,522 243 ( 8.9%) 363 ( 12.3%) 78( 2.3%) -221( -6.5%) 59( 1.9%) -99( -3.1%) 374( 11.9%) 155( 4.4%) 36( 1.0%) 
P.nnsylvanla--Supr.me Court... 11,802 -37( -2.6%) 220( 15.9%) 89( 5.5%) 40( 2.4%) 

Ohlo--Supr.me Court........... 10,690 96( 10.6%) 143( 14.3%) 59( 5.2%) 120( 10.0%) 156( 11.8%) 
Mlchlgan--Supr.me Court....... 9,113 89( 24.7%) 94( 20.9%) -40( -7.4%) 204( 40.5%) -50( -7.1%) 153( 23.3%) 146( 18.0%) 17( 1.8%) 71( 7.3%) 
N •• J.rs.y--Supr.m. Court..... 7,339 -18(-11.2%) -3( -2.1%) 31( 22.3%) 25( 14.7%) -26H3.3%) 4( 2.4%) 10( 5.8%) 38( 20.8%) II( 5.0%) 
Vlrglnla--Supr.m. Court ....... __ ~5:L,.:;05:::2'-- -22( -1.7%) -63( -5.0%) 195( 16.5%) -"-;'",'I-,(-,--=3::..",7%",)c_-,6:.::9.!..(-.::5:;.2",%,,,,) -149(-10.7%) 7( 0.6%) 270( 21.5%) 146( 9.6%) 
Missourl--Supr.m. Court....... 4,787 -200(-19.1%) -31 ( -3.7%) 221 (27.1%) 151 ( 14.6%) -189(-15.9%) -611 (-61.2%) 652( 168.5%) ---'1':'3~5.!..(--'1"'3:;.0"'%"')'--=2766"'('--='290'.~4~%) 
Wlsconsln--Supr.me Court...... 4,610 39( 8.6%) 61( 12.3%) -53( -9.5%) 105( 20.9%) 49( 8.1%) 53( 8.1%) 
T.nn.ss •• --Supr.me Court...... 4,234 -205(-51.4%) -3( -1.5%) 14( 7.3%) 8( 3.9%) -4( -1.9%) -4( -1.9%) 61( 29.8%) 61( 22.9%) -81(-24.8%) 
Maryland--Court of App.als.... 4,125 -279(-39.1%) -24( -5.5%) 26( 6.3%) 52( 11.9%) -86H7.6%) -55(-13.6%) -44(-12.6%) -54(-17.8%) -77(-30.8%) 
Mlnn.sot.--Supr.m. Court...... 3,954 53( 10.1%) 53( 9.2%) -55( -8.7%) 8( 1.4%) 19( 3.3%) 74( 12.3%) 104( 15.4%) 140( 17.9%) -IO( -1.1%) 
Loulslana--Supr.m. Court...... 3,875 17( 3.3%) 69( 13.0%) 154( 25.6%) 108( 14.3%) 181( 21.0%) 39( 3.7%) 175( 16.2%) 348( 27.7%) 156( 9.7%) 
Washlngton--Supr.m. Court..... It&lL---------_______________ -.::3'''6.!..(-'-~8,,.O'''%'''') 12( 2.9%) 71( 16.7%) 7( 1.4%) 85( 16.9%) 
K.ntucky--Supr.me Court....... 3,436 -19( -2.2%) 117( 13.9%) 193( 20.1%) -40( -3.5%) 31( 2.8%) 16( 1.4%) -18( -1.6%) 83( 7.3%) -392(-32.0%) 
Pu.rto Rlco--Supr.m. Court.... 3,214 117( 13.3%) 76( 7.6%) 12( 1_1%) 121( 11.2%) 

Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL......... 2,770 NC NC la( 1.3%) -122( -9.0%) 46( 3.7%) 140( 10.9%) 157( 11.0%) 228( 14.4%) 192( 10.6%) 
Supr.m. Court............... 82( 12.7%) -293(-40.4%) 75( 17.3%) 194( 38.2%)* 33( 4.7%) 25i( 35.0%) 27( 2.7%) 
Court of Crl .. lnal Appeals... SO( 19.6%) 206( 42.1%) -64 ( -9.2%) 171( 27.1%) -29( -3.6%) -54( -7.0%) 124( 17.2%) -29( -3.4%) 165( 20.3%) 

Colorado--Supr.m. Court....... 2,575 -66(-10.3%) 46( 8.0%) -52( -8.4%) -24( -4.2%)* -27( -5.0%) 89( 17.2%) 5( 0.8%) -58( -9.5%) 98( 17.7%) 

Mlsslsslppl--Supr.m. Court.... 2,365 _____ -7( -1.5%) -'.1"!08",(,-2:::3~ • .:..7~%)~_-,6:,=3,,,(_1:.:1.!..2:::%~) -25( -4.0%) 12( 2.0%) 167( 27.2%) 
Or.gon--Supr.me Court......... 2,326 17( 2.8%) -171(-27.2%) -26( -5.7%)* 126( 29.2%) 49( 8.8%) -54( -8.9$) -:-1=':14'-'('--20"'."'6%7)~---=8"'3-'-(-1"'2.;:";4"'%:'-) 223( 29.7%) 
Kansas--Supr.me Court......... 2,299 -27( -7.3$) I( 0.3$) 26( 7.6%) 70( 19.0%) 
Arlzona--Supr.m. Court........ 2,249 61( 13.7%) 51( 10.1%) 123( 22.1%) 18( 2.7$) -20( -2.9%) 9( 1.3%) 63( 9.2%) 141( 18.8%) 133( 14.9%) 

N.braska--Suprem. Court....... 1,552 I( 0.3%) 1( 0.3$) 40( 12.4%) 112( 30.9$) -28( -5.9%) 100( 22.4%) -62HI.4%) 87( 18.0%) 145( 25.4%) 
N •• M.xlco--Supr.me Court..... 1,172 -87(-26.3$) Il( 4.5%) -37(-14.!i%) 22( 10.1%) 55( 22.9%) 3( 1.0%) 135( 45.3$) 67( 15.5%) 58( 11.6%) 

~R",h",o",d.,--,I",s.:,;la",n~dc..-...:-S~u",p"-r",.m",.,-"C,,ou:::r...!t.! • .!..,-. ___ ~9",3",6__ 24( 7.4%) -4( -I.l~) 10( 2.9%) 67( 18.9%) 

Idaho--Supr.me Court.......... 833 -271-14.8$) 88( 56.8%) 9( 3.7%) 55( 21.8%) -12( -3.9%) 
N •• Hampshlr.--Supr.m. Court.. 827 6( 4.3%) 10( 6.9%) -15( -9.7,0 47( 33.8%) 2( 1.1%) 52( 27.7%) 30( 12.5%) 18( 6.7%) -15( -5.2%) 

Montana--Supr.m. Court........ 755 8( 4.2%) 39( 19.8%) 3( 1.3%) 30( 12.6%) 30( 11.2%) 110( 36.8%) District of Columbla--Court 01 

App.als................... 700 161( 35.6%) 
N.vada--Supr.m. Court......... 613 42( 17.1%) 31 (10.8%) 77( 24.1%) -90(-22.7%) 

-"0",.,,,1 a".",a"-r".--,-",S"up",r",.",m",.-,C",o",u,,-r,,,t ''''''-''.!'.!.'''''''- ___ --'5"'8"-2 ___ -"'8'-'('-"-5"'.".,8"'%"-). _..!7.!:2!.( ..,5",5::.." 8%",)c _-,-.::3"(...::.-~1.,,,5%) -22 HI. I %) 

183( 29.9%) 
69( 22.5%) 
74( 42.0%) 

184( 23.1%) 
17( 4.5%) 
-3( -1.2%) 

148( 15.1%) 93( 8.2%) 121( 9.9%) 
42( 10.7%) 122( 28.1%) 250( 45.0%) 

8 ( 3.2%) _-,1",,8.:..( _7",.,-,1",%)~ _--=6",,8 (.:...::,24",.",9:..:...%) Intermed late app.llate courts 

Ca I I forn I a--Courts of Appea I •• 
T.xas--Courts of C I v I I Appea I 5 
Pennsy I van I a--STATE TOTAL ••••• 

21,522 
12,599 
11,802 

859( 16.3%) 409( 6.7%)I,191( 18.2$) 606( 7.8%) -133( -1.6%) 612( 7.5%) 612( 6.9%) 518( 5.5%) 376( 3.8%) 
-66( -5.5$) 20( 1.8%) 75( 6.5%) l00( 8.1%) 69( 5.2%) -65( -4.7%) 170 ( 12.8%) 262( 17.4%) 60( 3.4%) 

Super lor Court •••••••••••••• 

COlMlonwea I th Court •••••••••• __ -:-:--:-:=-__ -:-:::-:--::--::-::.--
ll11nols--App.llat. Court..... 11,193 102( 7 •. 3%) 
Ohlo--Court of Appeals........ 10,690 
Mlchlgan--Court of Appeals.... 9,113 
N •• J.rs.y--App.llate DivIsion 

99( 5.5%) 

187( 12.4%) 165( 9.8%) 6'~, 34.6%) 521( 20.8%) 

513 ( 13.5%) 
65( 3.4%) 255( 13.0%) 122( 5.5%) 463( 19.8%) 

694( 18.4%) -558(-12.5%) 1,107( 28.3%) 1,044( 20.8%) 
237( 9.7%) -467(-17.5%) 793( 36.0%) 635( 21.2%) 

457( 33.9%) -91 ( -5.0%) ....."3,,,1,.,.4.:..( ...:.1==8.",3'7%)~ __ 4:.::0~9(.:...::,20==.;.:2'7%) 
24( 0.8%) 215( 7.1%) 876( 26.9%) -162( -3.9%) 

598, 13.9%) 594 ( 12.1%) 1,366( 24.8%) 335( 4.9%) 
277( 9.9%) 503 ( 15.4%) 856( 23.9%) 109( 2.5%) 

of Superior Court......... 7,339 
M I ssour I--Court of Appea I s •••• ___ 4""",78:,7,--
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL. ••••••• 4,234 

Court of Appea I s ........... . 
Court of CrIminal Appeals .. . 

Mary I and--Court 01 Sp.c I a I 

Appeals................... 4,125 
Lou I 5 I ana--Courts 01 Appe'I ... __ ..,3""",87",5,,-
WashIngton-Court 01 App.als.. 3,611 
Okl.homa--Court 01 App.a I 5.... 2,770 

Co I orado--Court of Appea I s.. • • 2,575 
Oregon--Court of Appeals...... 2,326 
Ar I zona--Court of Appea I s..... 2,249 
New Mexlco--Court of AppealS.. 1.172 

247( 15.5%) 222( 12.0%) 
I( 0.1%) -130(-18.5%) 

310( 61.9%) 49( 6.0%) 
~34( -7.8%) 30( 7.5%) 
344(513.4$) 19( 4.6%) 

382( 18.5%) 
87( 15.2%) 
3( 0.3%) 

58( 13.5%) 
-55(-12.8$) 

297( 12.1%) 
98( 14.8%) 
-4( -0.5%) 

-36( -7.4%) 
32( 8.5%) 

43( 12.7%) 118( 30.9%) 93~ 16.5%) IUi( ?2.9J) 
94 ( 7.0%) -24 ( -1. 7%) __ ,:.;;,(J;.:.( --=0",. 7",%",). _",39:..:(--=2",. :;8%:..<.) 

73( 13.9%) 
44 ( 40.7%) 

243( 65.1%) 
14( 2.5%) 45( 7.8%) 

72( 12.0%) 134( 20.0%) -22( -2.7%) 

16 ( 10.5%) _-,,0.>..( -",O.,-,O"'%L) --,6::;;4c:.(~3",8!.. 1,-,%:.:..) 

837( 30.5%) 300( 8.4%) -82 ( -2.1%) 582( 15.3%) 436( 9.9%) 

339 ( 44. 7%) ~51,-,9-,-( ..;4",7.,-,3",%.:.) _-.:.2:,:,11,-!(_-1:.::3~. ",1%;:.), _...:.14",7.:.(_1",0"".5=.0%"') ....."2:,::5,,,3 (,---"16",.",3%,,,,) 
183( 21.3%) 50( 4.8%) -76( -7.0%) 263( 25.9%) 51( 4.0%) 
46( 10.2%) -4( -0.8%) -9( -1.8%) 164( 33.8%) 45( 6.9%) 

137( 33.7%) 54( 9.9%) -67(-11.2%) 99( 18.6%) 6( 1.0%) 

-3( -0.4%) 154( 21.2$) 100( 11.4%) 174( 17.8%) 

118( 8. Ul 16( 1.0%) -::--1",0c:.(_-,.=0.:.;.6",%;:.). __ ",44,-,1-,-(~2,-,7:.:.9,-,%.:.) 
306( 32.7%l I( 0.1%) 297( 23.9%) 278( 18.0%) 
27( 6.1%) -107(-22.7%) 41( 11.2%) -79H9.5%) 

-190(-30.8%) 42( 9.9%) -24( -5.1%) 414( 93.2%) 
144( 23.2%) 77( 10.1%) 203 ( 24.1%) 493( 47.1%) 
92( 11.7%) 46( 5.3%) 400( 43.4%) 404 ( 30.6%) 

230( 19.9%) 
169( 8.4%) 
-42( -2.3%) 
91( 27.8%) 
57( 6.6%) 

3 ( 1.3%) -....:8",3,,-(-=3:::5,-,.3"'%L) -.:.15",7.:.(-,4",9C!..4",%,,-) _-=3",9.:..( _8",.",2!!.%)!.... 

308( 20.0%) 
292 ( 16.9%) 
-68(-13.2%) 

Not.: For Inclusion on this tabl. a cas. Is d.lln.d as any appoal, any original proceeding. or any request to appoal. Th. exc.ptlons to this ar.: For the 

N •• J.rs.y, T.nn.ssee, Maryland, MiSSiSSippi, Idaho, and District of Columbia courts 01 last r.sort and Missouri .:nd Maryland Int.rm.dlat. app.llat. 
courts, 'r'he numbers represent appeals filed. The numbers are total cases without superintending control and dlsclpl tnary cases for the California 
Supr.m. Court; total cas.s plus oth.r proc •• dlngs for the Missouri Supr.m. Court; appoals, original actions, and disciplinary cas.s lor the Wisconsin 
Supr.m. Court; and appeals and oth.r matt.rs lor the Rhod. Island Supr.m. Court. Th. data lor the O.la.ar. Supr.me Court are lor the fiscal y.ar; 
elsewhere In this report, Delaware fiscal year data have been combined to make calendar year data. 

Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. 

NC c Th. number was not comput.d b.caus. 01 Incompl.t. or Incomparable data. Computation of the numb .... Was d •• med Inapproprlat. If the divisor .as 1.55 than 10. -- = Not .ppllcabl •• 

-Indicates the yoar the Intermediate appellate court began operation. 
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Trial court summary statistics 

This section contains tables 
that display the 1976 statistical 
data from the trial courts. The 
data cannot be found in published 
annual reports alone. All published 
annual reports and other available 
documents from the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico 
were used. Unpublished data provided 
by state court administrators or 

.other officials were also used. 
In this 1976 annual report the 

number of 'states' with trial court 
data displayed has increased from 44 
states and the District of Colum­
bia in 1975 to all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. The number of courts dis­
played has increased greatly over 
1975. The major reason for the in­
crease has been the addition of 
statistics from limited jurisdic­
tion courts. Court systems that 
contributed to the 1975 annual 
report have provided more data as 
state court administrators became 
aware of the NCSP data needs. 
Several states that submitted no 
data for the 1975 report have 
changed or improved .their data sys­
tems to the extent that they could 
provide 1976 data. 

Trial court data received from 
'states' are generally more de­
tailed and easier to interpret than 
appellate court data. However, some 
very specific problems prevent com­
parisons of the data presented in 
this report. These probl~ms are (1) 
the lack of a uniform case classifi­
cation; (2) the lack of complete 
data reported by the courts; (3) 
questions rel~ting to the validity 
of data collected, both published 
and unpublished; and (4) variations 
in the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the courts. 

The first problem in comparing 
data available from trial courts is 
the lack of uniformity in case clas­
sification and unit of case count. 
Both the case categories and the da-
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ta classified in the case categories 
vary from state to state. Under the 
case category of law, for example, 
one state may use the term "civil 
judgment," another "civil complaint," 
and still another may report the case 
as "money judgment." This makes 
consolidation of these categories 
difficult. The lack of uniformity 
in unit of case count causes diffi­
culty in comparison of caseload (see 
Figures A and B). Units of count­
ing criainal cases may be informa­
tions, lndictments, or complaints; 
the number of defendants; or even 
the number of charges. Civil cases 
may be counted at the filing of a 
complaint, at note of issue, or at 
the time placed on the calendar. 

The second problem in compar':i.ng 
data available from trial courts is 
the lack of complete statistics. 
Some 'states' report only total 
caseload. Others repo~t individual 
case categories, but omit breakdowns 
within certain categories to show 
what is included within, for exam­
ple, domestic relations, probate, or 
mental health. This omission pre­
sents a problem in interstate com­
parisons. In addition, there are 
'states' that are not consistent in 
their reporting of data. The gener­
al jurisdiction court, for example, 
may give detailed category break­
downs, whereas the limited jurisdic­
tion court may report only total 
civil, criminal, and juvenile cases, 
or not report at all. 

The third problem relates to 
questions of validity of the data 
collected, both published and unpub­
lished. One of the major factors in_ 
data validity is the chance of human 
error. Many elements (hidden data, 
transposition of figures, double 
counting of cases, manner used to 
verify data) contribute to the scope 
of this problem. Although many 
techniques have been implemented, 
both by state court administrators 
and by the staff of the National 
Court Statistics Project, to keep 
errors to a minimum, the reader 
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should understand that a verification 
process does not guarantee absolute 
validity. 

The final problem is variation 
in the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the courts. In four states, Il­
linois, Idaho, Iowa, and South Dako­
ta and in the District of Columbia, 
general jurisdiction Courts handle 
all types of cases. In other 
states, such as Florida and New Jer­
sey, general jurisdiction courts 
process only major criminal cases 
and major Civil actions, while other 
civil and criminal cases are handled 
by limited jurisdiction courts. 
Limited jurisdiction courts have 
been added to this year's report in 
order to present a complete picture 
of the trial court caseload. The 
addition of limited jurisdiction 
court data to this report does not 
change the fact that some general 
jurisdiction Court systems handle 
all the cases. The 1976 state 
statistical profiles in Part II show 
that the number and types of trial 
courts vary from state to state. 
This difference in Court structure 
must be kept in mind while examining 
the data in this document. 

The reader should note two other 
factors before reviewing the trial 
court tables. The first: only 
'states' reporting data that could 
be displayed in specific case cate­
gory tables (i.e., felony, property 
rights, status offenses, etc.) were 
included in such tables. For the 
sake of clarity, those 'states' that 
did not report such data were not 
listed. When every Court in the 
state handling the case type did not 
report data, the data that were re­
ported have been footnoted as being 
incomplete (footnote p) in order to 
provide the reader with an indicator 
of incomplete data when comparing 
caseloads. The second: the reader 
should review Appendix C, which pro­
vides a court-by-court listing of, 
case types handled in a particular 
court. This infor~ation will help 
determine whether case loads can be 
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compared between 'states' 
The following section 

sent and discuss the 1976 
tables for trial courts. 

or courts. 
will pre­
statistical 
The tables 

are sequenced from a general over­
view (national caseflow totals for 
trial courts) to the more specific 
caseflow detail (civil, crt.inal, 
traffic, and juvenile case flow and 
case categories). The tables have 
been divided into six groups: (1) 
General Trial Court Caseflow (Tables 
16-19), which summarizes the report­
ed caseflow totals for the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. (2) Civil Case flow (Tables 
20-30), which provides a state-bY­
state summary of the civil caseload 
in the general and limited jurisdic­
tion courts. In addition, tables 
are provided that display the case­
flow of 10 categories of cases 
(e.g., domestic relations,probate, 
mental health, and so forth). (3) 
Criminal Caseflow (Tables 31-39), 
which provides a state-by-state sum­
mary of crillinal caseload in the 
gener~\ and limited jurisdiction 
court~. Included in the group are 
tables t'~t show the caseflow of six 
criminal categories (e.g., felony, 
misdemeanor), as well as type of 
disposition data and criminal trial 
data. (4) Traffic Caseflow (Tables 
40-43), which provides a state-bY­
state summary of the traffic case­
load in the general and limited ju­
risdiction courts. An addition, two 
tables display the case flow for 
DWI/DUI and other traftic viola­
tions. Also incJuded is a table 
showing type of disposition. (5) 
Juvenile Case flow (Tables 44-47), 
which provides a state-qy-state sum­
mary of the juvenile case load in the 
general and limited jurisdiction 
courts. In addition, case load data 
for three categories are displayed. 
(6) Special Trial Court Caseflow 
(Tables 48-50), which displays jury 
trial data and trend data for the 
trial courts. 

Only national totals for civil, 
crillinal, traffic, juvenile, and to-
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tal filings and dispositions, which 
appear as "Estimated national to­
tals" in Table 16, have been esti­
mated. All other data in the fol­
lowing tables are as reported and 
verified by state court personnel. 

General trial court caseflow (Tables 16-19) 

The first group of tables pre­
sents 1976 caseflow data for trial 
courts. The total caseflow is dis­
played by nationwide summary figures 
(Table 16) and by state-by-state fig­
ures for total civil, criminal, traf­
fic, and juvenile cases. 

Reported and estimated national 
caseflow for trial courts (Table 16). 
This summary table displays both re­
ported and estimated 1976 filings 
and dispositions as well as reported 
pending cases for general jurisdic­
tion courts, limited jurisdiction 
courts, and the two levels combined 
("all trial courts"). These case­
flow figures are derived from the 
reported totals in Tables 17 and lB. 

Estimated national totals in Ta­
ble 16 are based on eight predictive 
equations: one each for the number 
of filed and disposed cases in "all 
trial courts" for civil, criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile caseflow. 

Several variables were examined 
for use in the predictive equations. 
A number of population and economic 
variables were used in addition to 
other caseflow variables. The popu­
lation variables were used because 
population has long been considered 
a good predictor of caseload. Cor­
relations between population vari­
ables and trial court caseload 
proved to be quite good. 

The Pltional case flow estimates 
are displayed as 95 perqent confi­
dence intervals for each of the cat­
egories of caseflow (civil, cri.

'
na1 , 

traffic. and juvenile). The confi­
dence intervals for total case flow 
are the sums of the intervals for 
each of the four categories. A 95 
percent confidence interval means 
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that for 95 our of 100 samples of 
data, the confidence interval would 
be expected to contain the true 
value. A more complete technical dis­
cussion of the procedure used for es­
timation can be found in Appendix B. 

The estimated total caseload in 
the trial courts for the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico for 1976 is from 71 million to 
lOB million cases filed and from 59 
million to 92 million cases disposed. 
The bulk of the estimated cases are 
traffic with over 72 percent of the 
filings. Traffic cases are, of 
course, the high-volume and low-work­
load cases in the state trial courts. 
Of the remainder of the cases, most 
are civil and crt.dnal with over 13 
percent an~ nearly 13 percent of the 
total estimated filings, respective­
ly. The juvenile cases are the low­
volume cases in the state trial 
courts, but may require more court 
time than do other cases because far 
fewer of the cases are disposed with­
out a court hearing by either a judge 
or a referee. 

Reported general jurisdiction 
caseflow (Table 17). Displayed in 
Table 17 are data from courts of gen­
eral jurisdiction, divided into 'civ­
iI, crt.dnal, traffic, juvenile, and 
total for each caseflow phase ~begin­

ning pending, filed, disposed, and 
end pending). The 50 states, Dis­
trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico 
are listed in alphabetical order and 
have their general jurisdiction 
court lis~ed beside their name if 
there is only one general jurisdic­
tion court. In states with more than 
one general jurisdiction court, the 
court titles are listed below the 
state name, and the state total is 
beside the state name. 

In both Table 17 and Figure L, 
the reader should be aware that al­
though the 52 'states' handled both 
civil and cri.inal cases in general 
jurisdiction courts, only 30 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico handled juvenile matters in 

Figure L: Number of 'states' reporting data for general jurisdiction courts, 
1975 and 1976. 

Civil 
Criminal 
Traffic 
Juvenile 

Tot;al 

Beginning 
pending 

1975 1976 

35 
34 

14 
35 

41 
37 
8 

15 
42 

Filed 
1975 1976 

44 50 
44 49 

12 
22 27 
44 52 

Disposed End pending 
1975 1976 1975 1976 

44 47 35 40 
44 47 34 36 

13 8 
21 25 14 15 
44 48 35 41 

N()te: The inclusion of Puerto Rico in 1976 caused the increase of one 
'state' in each of the abO\re 1976 columns (except on traffic). 

-- Not applicable 

these courts, and only 13 states and 
the District of Columbia handled 
traffic matters in general jurisdic­
tion courts •. Consequently, caution 
must be exercised when attempting 
direct comparisons of total Case load 
among 'states'. In addition, the 
jurisdiction of the courts of gen­
eral jurisdiction is not uniform 
from state to state, and the way in 
which a case is counted also varies. 
To ascertain the way in which a case 
is counted for re~orting purposes, 
refer to that court's statistical 
profile located in Part II of this 
report or to Figures A and B. To 
determine the jurisdiction limits of 
a court, refer to the court organiza­
tion chart for the 'state', also in 
Part II of this report. To ascertain 
the types of cases handled in each 
trial court, refer to Appendix C. 

The final two columns in Table 
17 list the number of judges and the 
state population in thousands for 
each of the general jurisdiction 
courts. During 1975 there were 
5,640 general jurisd~ction judges in 
the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. In 1976 there were 6,030 
general jurisdiction judges in the 
50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico. This reflects an 
increase of 390 in the number of 
judges reported on the general ju­
risdiction level. Of this increase, 
B9 resulted from the addition of 
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Puerto Rico to the 'states' re­
porting. 

Reported limited jurisdiction 
caseflow (Table IB). Table IB dis­
plays case flow for limited jurisdic­
tion courts in 46 states and Puerto 
Rico for civil, crt.inal, traffic, 
juvenile, and total cases. This is 
the first year for the collection of 
all available limited jurisdiction 
court caseflow data. The number' of 
'states' and courts reporting data 
is shown in Figure M, and Table lB 
indicates data that were not avail­
able to project staff. The most com­
plete data available are for juve­
nile cases filed, with 20 'states' 
(of the 27 handling Juvenile cases 
in limited jurisdiction courts) re­
porting data for all courts handling 
juvenile. The sparseness of other 
data results from the lack of uni­
form reporting systems, from a state 
deCision to strengthen the data base 
of the courts of general jurisdic­
tion rather than of courts of 
limited jurisdiction, and the fact 
that often a state does not manage 
or control local courts. Because 
there are so many limited jurisdic­
tion courts, collection of data is 
very cumbersome. The 1976 statis­
tics will, however, provide a founda­
tion on which to build a more compre­
hensive data base. 

The same problems mentioned ear-

I: 



Pigure M: Number of 'states' and courts reporting limited jurisdiction data. 

Civil: 
'States' reporting some limited 

jurisdiction data •• • • • • • • 
'States' reporting data for all 

limited jurisdiction courts ••• 
Courts reporting limited juris­

diction data • • • • • • • • • • • 
'States' not handling civil cases 

in limited jurisdiction courts • 

Criminal: 
'States' reporting some limited 

.j urisdicti on data •••••••• 
'States' reporting data for all 

limited jurisdiction courts ••• 
Courts reporting limited juris­

diction data • • • • • • • • • 
'States' not handling criminal cases 

in limited jurisdiction courts • • 

Traff~.c: 
'States' reporting some limited 

jUrisdiction data •••••• 
'States' reporting data for all 

limited jurisdiction courts ••• 
Courts reporting limited juris­

diction data • • • • • • • • • 
'States' not handling traffic cases 

in limited jurisdiction courts • • 

Juvenile: 
'States' reporting some limited 

jurisdiction data •••••••• 
States reporting data for all 

limited jurisdiction courts ••• 
Courts reporting limited juris­

diction data • • • • • • • • • • • 
'States' not handling juvenile cases 

in limited jurisdiction courts • • 

Total: 
'States' reporting some limited 

jurisdiction data •••••••• 
'States' reporting data for all 

limited jurisdiction courts ••• 
Courts reporting limited juris­

diction data • • • • • • • • • • • 
'States' not having limited 

jurisdiction courts . . . . 
56 

Beginning 
pending 

24 

10 

50 

6 

17 

3 

25 

6 

13 

4 

19 

6 

7 

6 

9 

25 

25 

5 

57 

5 

Filed Disposed 

38 32 

24 20 

96 77 

6 6 

34 28 

16 14 

69 55 

6 6 

30 25 

17 15 

61 50 

6 6 

20 18 

20 17 

30 25 

25 25 

39 35 

17 15 

111 93 

5 5 

End 
pending 

23 

9 

49 

6 

17 

4 

25 

6 

14 

5 

20 

6 

7 

6 

9 

25 

24 

5 

56 

5 
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1ier in regard to comparing data from 
general jurisdiction courts should be 
kept in mind because they also apply 
to limited jUrisdiction court data. 

General jurisdiction, limited 
jurisdiction, and all trial courts 
total casef10w (Table 19). The 1976 
casef10w by state for general juris­
diction courts, for limited juris­
diction courts, and for the two JU­
risdictions combined (all trial 
courts) is displayed in Table 19, 
taken from both published and unpub­
lished reports. The 'states' are 
arranged by population to facilitate 
comparison between states of similar 
size. The data are displayed in 
three parts: (a) general jurisdic­
tion courts, (b) limited jurisdic­
tion courts, and (c) all trial 
courts. At the end of each part, • 
four columns of calculation have 
been added to give the reader addi­
tional comparative measures. 

"Percent of filed" displays two 
calculations: the number of cases 
disposed as a percent of cases 
filed, and the number of cases pend­
ing at the year's end as a percent 
of cases filed. These percents give 
the proportion of the number of cases 
filed during the year that are dis­
posed or still pending at the end of 
the year. 

The two columns under "change in 
pending" reflect the net differ­
ences, both in numbers and in per­
cent, between the cases pending at 
the beginning of the reporting year 
and those pending at the end of the 
year. A positive number and percent 
show an increase in pending case­
load, while a negative number and 
percent show a decrease in pending 
caseload. If the number and percent 
are zero or close to zero, the court 
disposed of all or nearly all of the 
cases filed, but did not make head­
way in reducing the number of cases 
pending. 

In this table the reader will 
note that data for the general ju­
risdiction courts are more complete 
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than data for the limited jurisdic­
tion courts. The all trial courts 
section is far from comp1~te. 

In the measures displayed in 
Table 19, the cases disposed are 
shown as a percent of cases filed. 
This measure is displayed for gen­
eral jurisdiction courts in 39 
'states' and for limited jurisdic­
tion courts in 18 states. The re­
sults of this measure are displayed 
in Figure N. In the general juri~­
diction section, nine 'states' re­
ported disposition rates over 100 
percent of the cases filed, while in 
the limited jurisdiction section 
only one state disposed over 100 
percent of the number of cases 
filed. In a majority of the 
'states' reporting, the number of 
cases disposed as a percent of the 
number of cases filed for the gen­
eral and limited jurisdiction courts 
is in the 90 to 100 percent range. 
The general jurisdiction section 
displays 23 states within this 
range, while 12 states in the 
limited jurisdiction section were in 
this range. In addition, seven 
states in the general jurisdiction 
section and five states in the 
limited jurisdiction section were 
under the 90 percent level. In the 
all trial courts section, 3 states 
disposed of more than 100 percent; 
14 states were in the 90 to 100 
percent range; and 5 states were 
under the 90 percent level. 

These percents indicate that the 
trial courts kept fairly current in 
disposing of the number of cases 
filed. Incomplete data, however, 
may make this conclusion invalid. 

The end pending as a per'cent of 
the number of cases filed was calcu­
lated for limited jurisdiction courts 
in only ten states. Two states had 
more cases pending than were fil~d; 
the remaining states had fewer than 
half the number of filings pending 
at the end of the year. Sparse data 
for this measure make conclusions and 
comparisons misleading. 

With regard to the measure end 
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Figure N: Number of 'states' with :ospecifi'ed ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for civil, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and total casetlow in trial courts. 

'State' tota Is for general jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) · Criminal (Table 31) 
Traffic (Table 40) 
Juvenile (Table 44) 
Tota 1 (Table 19) 

'State' tota Is for limited jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) · · Criminal (Table 31) 
Traffic (Table 40) 
Juvenile ('rable 44) 
Total (Table 19) 

'State' tota Is for all trial courts: 
Civil (Table 20) · · Criminal (Table 31) 
Traffic (Table 40) 
Juvenile (Table 44) · Tota 1 (Table 19) 

pending as a percent of the number of 
cases filed (see Figure 0), the gen­
eral jurisdiction section contains 
much more complete data than the lim­
ited jurisdiction section. Table 19 
shows that the year-end pending case­
load was a higher proportion of the 
filed caseload in the general juris­
diction courts than ~n the limited 
jurisdiction courts. Onlypne state 
had less than 20 percent of the 
number of cases filed as its year­
end pending caseload in general ju­
risdiction courts. Seven states had 
30 to 50 percent; eight 'states' had 
50 to 70 percent; seven states had 
70 to 100 percent; and seven states 
had over 100 percent of the number 
of cases filed still pending at the 
end of the year. 

In the last measure displayed in 
both Table 19 and Figure P, (percent 
change in cases pending), there were 
nine 'states' in the general juris­
diction section with a decrease in 
pending caseload, while the limited 
jurisdiction had only three. In the 
all t~ial courts section, nine 
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Range in percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 
Under to to to and 'states' 
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over reporting 

1 0 10 21 8 40 
0 0 5 26 12 43 
0 0 1 7 2 10 
0 2 2 7 11 22 
1 0 6 23 9 39 

1 2 2 10 4 19 
0 1 6" 9 2 18 
0 2 3 10 1 16 
0 0 3 6 3 12 
0 2 3 12 1 18 

1 1 1 16 4 23 
0 0 5 16 5 26 
0 2 3 14 2 21 
0 2 3 11 14 30 
1 1 3 14 3 22 

'states' had a negative change in 
pending. For each of the sections 
(general jurisdiction, limited ju­
risdiction, all tri~l comYts) a ma­
jority of the 'states' had an in­
crease in pending case load of less 
than 20 percent. In the general 
jurisdiction courts 26 'states' fell 
within this range (19 states 0 to 10 
percent, 7 'states' 10 to 20 
percent). In the limited jurisdic­
tion courts, 14 'states' fell within 
this range (8 'states' 0 to 10 
percent, 6 dtates 10 to 20 per­
cent). In the all trial courts 
section, 25 states fell within this 
range (15 states 0 to 10 percent, 10 
'states' 10 to 20 percent). A 
number of states fell within the 20 
to 30 percent range while limited 
jurisdiction courts in only three 
states had a percent change in 
pending of over 50 percent. Even 
small increases in pending figures 
indicate that the courts may be 
having difficulty handling their 
caseload. 

.------------------~-------

Figure 0: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases 
as a percent of filed cases for civil, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and total caseflow in trial courts. 

Ran~e in Eercent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0% 200.0% 
to to to to to and 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over 

'State' totals for general jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 0 5 8 10 9 1 
Criminal (Table 31) 9 10 5 7 2 0 
Traffic (Table 40) 6 1 0 0 0 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 7 5 3 0 0 0 
Total (Table 19) 1 7 8 7 6 1 

'State' totals for limited jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 4 3 3 0 1 0 
Criminal (Table 31) 7 3 0 0 1 0 
Traffic (Table 40) 9 0 0 0 0 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 5 0 0 1 0 0 
Total (Table 19) 7 1 0 0 2 0 

'State' totals for all trial courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 1 3 7 3 1 0 
Criminal (Table 31) . 8 5 3 2 0 0 
Traffic (Table 40) 13 1 0 0 0 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 11 5 3 0 0 0 
Total (Table 19) 5 4 3 1 0 0 

Figure P: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change 
pending cases for civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, 
and total C8seflow in trial ~ourts. 

Ran!i!e in Eercent 

-60.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0% 100.0% 
to to to to to and 
~ - 0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% ~ 

'State' totals for general jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 1 7 27 5 0 0 
Criminal (Table 31) 1 9 23 3 0 1 
Traffic (Table 40) 1 1 3 1 2 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 2 6 4 2 0 0 
Total (Table 19) 0 9 26 6 0 0 

's tate' totals for limited jurisdiction courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 0 7 10 4 1 0 
Criminal (Table 31) 1 2 7 3 3 0 
Traffic (Table 40) 0 2 6 4 1 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 1 1 4 1 0 0 
Tota 1 (Table 19) 0 3 14 3 3 0 

'State' totals for all trial courts: 
Civil (Table 20) 0 9 26 6 0 0 
Criminal (Table 31) 0 7 23 3 3 1 
Traffic (Table 40) 0 3 9 4 3 0 
Juvenile (Table 44) 3 7 7 3 0 0 
Tota 1 (Table 19) 0 9 25 7 0 0 

Total 
'states' 
reEorting 

33 
33 

7 
15 
30 

11 
11 
9 
6 

10 

15 
18 
14 
19 
13 

in 

Total 
'states' 
reEorting 

40 
37 
8 

14 
41 

22 
16 
13 
7 

23 

41 
37 
19 
20 
41 
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Table 16: Reported national caseflow (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1976. 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffic, and total cases filed and disposed in all trial courts. 

Reported and estimated caseflow 

Civil 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases •..••..••...•.•.•...•.•.••..•.•.•...••.•..•.•.•.•.••.•.•••..•..••.•.•.........•... 
Number of 'states' reporting .•••••.• 10 ............................................................ . 

Percent of population represented .............................................................. . 
Es timated national totals, 1976: 

Upper limit of 95% confidence interval ...................................................... .. 
Lower limit of 95% confidence interval •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of's tates I reporting ...•.•.•.•.•..•..•.•.•.• 0. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Percent of population represented .............................................................. . 
Limited jurisdiction courts: 

Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of 'states' reporting (46 'states' handle ci',il cases in limited jurisdiction courts) .... 
Percent of population represented (196,986,000 is the population in the 46 'states') •••••••••••• 

Criminal 

All trial courts: 
Reported cas es •..• , .••.•.•••.........••.•.•.•••. ~ ..•..•.•• , .•.•...•••.•.••••.•.•........•.••.... 
Number of 'states' reportir.g ....................... ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• ..... r. ••••••••••••••••••• 

Percent of popula tion repr as ented .......................................... " ..... '.' ........... . 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper limit of 95% conf idence interval ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lower limit of 95% confidence interval •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ............................................................................... '" 
Number of's tates' reporting •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented ................................................................ . 

Limited jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ................................................................................. . 
Number of's tates' reporting (46 's tates I handle criminal cases in limited jurisdiciton courts). 
Percent of Popu~!!tion represented (201,119,000 is the population in the 46 'stAtes') .......... .. 

Traffic 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases ........................................... , ........................................ . 
Number of 'states' reporting .••.•.•••..•.••...••.••.•.•..• u ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Percent of population represented ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper limit of 95% confidence interval •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lower limit of 95% conf:f,dence inter.val •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jurisdiction courts; . 
Reported cases ............................ ~., ......................... ol. •••••••• I ................... . 

Number of 'states' reporting (14 'states' handle t~affic cases in general jurisdiction courts) •• 
Percent of population represented (47,381,OL10 is the population in the 14 'states') ••••••••••••• 

Limited jurisdiction courts: 

Beginning 
pending 

2,048,289 
15 
32.0% 

2,558,819 
41 
79.1% 

789,968 
10 
25.1% 

171,365 
7 

12.1% 

498,609 
37 
66.9% 

115,072 
3 
6.5% 

375,376 
7 
8.4% 

94,754 
8 

45.8% 

Filed 

7,745,762 
29 
66.3% 

13,700,000 
10,600,000 

4,731,183 
50 
98.8% 

4,258,189 
24 
63.1% 

4,906,518 
20 
46.2% 

14,200,000 
8,300,000 

1,820,828 
49 
97.5% 

3,788,243 
16 
43.5% 

34,334,620 
21 
48.1% 

79,200,000 
50,500,000 

4,043,833 
12 
92.5% 

Disposed 

6,300,254 
26 
58.7% 

12,000,000 
9,900,000 

4,297,027 
47 
95.6% 

3,343,287 
20 
54.3% 

3,467,558 
20 
40.9% 

12,000,000 
7,800,000 

1,770,249 
47 
95.6% 

2,356,525 
14 
35.9% 

17, 745,87.! 
19 
42.0% 

66,300,000 
40,500,000 

3,475,237 
13 
98.6% 

End 
pending 

1,750,055 
14 
28.2% 

2,451,863 
40 
75.2% 

655,321 
9 

20.9% 

236,529 
8 

14.6% 

462,652 
36 
63.0% 

156,447 
4 
9.2% 

519,017 
8 

10.9% 

96,501 
8 

45.8% 

31,673,774 14,603,072 Reported cases.................................................................................. 361,271 501,447 
18 15 . Number of 'states' reporting (46 'states' handle traffic cases in limited jurisdiction courts).. 4 5 
47.3% 37.8% Percent of population represented (201,119, 000 is the population in the 46 'states') ....... ~:..: • ..: • ..: • ..:. • ..:.. ____ .:8..:. • .::.1"'% ______ --"..:..::=-_____ =c..:;."-__ ~ __ 1=-0=-.;..;8;.;.%:.... 
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Juvenile 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nu',lber of 'states' reporting ................................................................... . 
?ercent of population represented ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals, 1976: 

Upper limit of 95% confidence interval ....................................................... . 
Lower limit of 95% confidence interval •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of states reporting (32 'states' handle juvenile cases in general jurisdiction courts) ••• 
Percent of population represented (134,203,000 is the population in the 32 's tates') ........... . 

Limited jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ................................................................................. . 
Number of states reporting (27 states handle juvenile cases in limited jurisdiction courts) ••••• 
Percent of population represented (118,236,000 is the population in the. 27 states) •••••••••••••• 

Total 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of 'states' reporting •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ................................... . 
Percent of population represented ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Es timated national totals, 1976: 

Upper limit of 95% confidence interval. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lower limit of 95% confidence interval •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases •••.•••..•.•..•••••.•.•••....•.•.••.•.••.••••.•..•..•••..••.••...•••.•..•.•..••... 
Number of 'states' reporting •••••••••• " - ...................................................... . 
Percent of population represented ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limited jurisdiction courts: 
R~ported cases •••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of 'states' reporting (47 's tates' have limited jurisdiction courts) ................... .. 
Percent of population represented (201,596,000 is the population in the 47 'states') •••••••••••• 

128,939 
19 
47.4% 

101,043 
15 
55.4% 

29,343 
6 

39.7% 

1,884,702 
9 

15.5% 

3,590,546 
, 42 

81.5% 

1,066,065 
5 
9.1% 

1,101,537 
42 
87.6% 

1,300,000 
1,100,000 

618,987 
27 
90.2% 

482,550 
20 
82.9% 

45,568,461 
22 
46.8% 

108,400,000 
70,500,OnO 

11,725,362 
52 

100.0', 

37,980,158 
17 
42.5% 

1,023,089 
38 
82.8% 

1,300,000 
1,200,000 

600,705 
25 
86.2% 

436,552 
17 
76.8% 

39, no, 791. 
20 
49.8% 

91,600,000 
59,400,000 

10,184,336 
48 
96.4% 

32,807,383 
15 
45.8% 

106,663 
19 
43.9% 

76,948 
15 
49.6% 

31,392 
6 

39.7% 

2,080,032 
9 

15.5% 

3,417,160 
41 
n.7% 

1,192,275 
5 
9.1% 

Note: To ascertain the 'Gtates' that reported data in any category, refer to Table 17 for general jurisdiction courts and Tllble 18 for limited juriSdiction courts. 
Reported cases: 

The reported cases totals for all trial courts, general jurisdiction courts, or limited jurisdiction courts include only data from 'st<otes' with data on all 
trial courts, all general jurisdiction courts, or all .limited jurisdiction courts, respectively. 

Number of 'states' reporting: 
Reported cases for civil, criminal, and total cases in general jurisdiction courts and for reported cases for each case category in all trial cour~s are from 
the 50 s tates, the Dis trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. For each case category in limited jurisdiction courts and for juvenile and tr&ffic cases in ;genel'~';). 
jurisdiction courts reported cases are from the number of 'states' handling the case category in that level of court. 

Percent of population represented: 
'S tate' populations used for civil, criminal, and t'otal cases in general jurisdiction courts and for reported cases for each case category ill all trial courts 
are from the revised 1976 Bureau of Census estimates and total 217,882,000 for the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The total 
populations of the 'states' handling juvenile and traffic cases in general jurisdiction courts and handling each case category in limited jurisdiction courts 
are given separately for each of the case categories. 'rhe percent of population represented for each caseflow category is based on the appropriate total 
population figure. 

Estimated national totals: 
Estimated national totals are the cummulative totals of all reported data plus the 95% confidence interval for each 'state' not reporting data. 111 the 
Justice of the Peace and Municipal Court in Puerto Rico, disposition data for civil, criminal, and total cases are used as estimates for the filing figures. 
A 95% confidence interval would be expected to contain the true value in 95 out of 100 samples. 

-- = Not applicable • 
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Table 17: Reported general jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state popukliion and number of judges. 

State and court title 

A I abama--C I reU It Court I, 6 .................... .. 

AI6ska--SLJperlor court 1,6 ••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Arlzona--Superlor Court', 1 ,8 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court l ,6 ••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• I ••••• 
Chancery and Probata Courtl ••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

Oallfornla--Suporlor Court I ,S ... .- ........... .. 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL •••••••• I ••••••••••••••••• 

District Court, Denvor Superior Court, Denver 
Juvenile Court, and Denver Probate Court' ,8. 

W~ter Courta , 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--Superlor CCJurt 1,8 I •••••••••••••••• 

Delaware-.. STATE TOTAL I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Courta, 1,8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery' ......................... .. 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta,2,9 ••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb,1,9 ................... . 
Georg I a--Super I or CourtC, I, 1,9 ................ . 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 

Circuit Court l ,8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
land Court<', 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Appoal Courta, I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--5TATE TOTAL ........................... .. 
District Court l ,8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslona ,!,9 .................. .. 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court I ,7 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
I nd 1 ana--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or CQurt and C I rcu I t Court I , 7 .......... . 
Criminal Court of Marlon Count yl,7 ••••••••••• 

I owa--D I str 1 ct Court 1,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D 1 str I ct Court', 7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

~Kentucky-Clrcult court', 1,6 ................. .. 
loulslana--Dlstrlct CourtC , I, Famll y Court, 

and Juvenl Ie Court 1 ,8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Malne--Superlor Court', 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maryland--Clrcult Court l ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Superlor Court 1 ,6 .............. . 
MlchI9an--STATE TOTAL ......................... . 

Circuit Court 1 ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Clalmsfl ,1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court3,12 •••••••••••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl--STP.TE TOTAL ..................... .. 

Circuit Court k,I,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Courta , 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of 
Conmon Pleas l ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Montana--D 1 str I ct Court 1,7 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebrask3--Dlstrlct Court l ,6 .................. .. 
Nevada--Dlstrlct Courti, 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshlre--Superlor Court5 , 12 ••••• ,. ...... .. 
New Jersey--Superlor Court and COllnty Court2,6 .. 
New Mex I co--D I str I ct Court 1,9 ................. . 
New York--Supreme r.ourt and County Court l ,8 ... .. 
North Carollna--Superlor Courtk, 1,12 ......... .. 
North Da mta--O I str I ct Court 1, 6 ............... . 
Oh lo--Court of ColMlOn Pleas 1,8 II .. II II .... II .. . 

Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Cour-t l ,6 ................... . 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Courtl,11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Courta, 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Penns yl van 1 a--Court of Convnon Pleas I ,6 ••••••••• 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Courtl, 10 .............. .. 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court l ,6 •••••••••••••••• 
South Caro II na--C 1 rcu It Court 1,6 ............. II 
fiouth Dajq:)ta--Clrcult Court I ,1,6 ............. .. 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court and Criminal Courte , 1 ,6 ....... .. 
law and Equity Courtb, 1 ...................... . 
Chancery CourtC, , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas--Dlstrlct court 1;9 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Dlstrict Court I , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court I ,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court l ,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court I ,8 .................... . 
Wa!Jhlngton--Superlor Court 1 ,6 •••••••••••••••••• 
West Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court5, 12 .............. . 
Wisconsin-Circuit Court and County Court l ,6 .. .. 
Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Courti, I ,6 .................... . 

Civil 
46,052 fh 

7,382h 

54,064 1 

49,911 1 

14,5861 

35,32511 

IVA 
79,096 

7j ,424 
5,672 

32,961 I 
11,550 
3,963 
7,587 

13,13911 

229,856 
50,903h 

19~379 

19,256 
76 
47 

19,783 
7,035 1h 

12,7481h 

344,005 1 

x 
X 

NH 
47,146 1 

18,6021 

71,7201 

N/A 
8,166h 

N/A 
93,291 

106,669 
106,3681 

301 1 

Nil 
8,261 

N/A 
N/A 
II/A 

Beglnnln9 pending 
o-l.1nal Treftlc Juvenile 
10,553 1h NH NH 

564 1 NH N/A 
5,8821 NH 794 
7,675 
7,6751 

NH 
N/A 

10,031 

10,031 
NH 

3,370 
1,593 
1,593 

NH 
5,832 

52,242 

X 
1,803 
1,603 

NH 
Nil 

5,363 
880lh 

4,483fh 

19,2781 

356 

X 
1,9021 

N/A 
3,844h 

N/A 
43,147 
16,080' 
11,3591 

NH 
4,721 1 

1,763 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

4,287 
NH 

X 
171 
171 
NH 
NH 

4,688 
IO lh 

4,6781h 

N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

2,563' 
NH 
NH 

2,563 1 

NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
6,795 

8,795 
Nii 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1,967 
20,767 

NH 
2,778 
2,778 

NH 
NH 

1,644 
31h 

1,641 fh 

13,606h 

~ 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
Nil 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
Nil 

N/A 

Total 
56,605 th 
7,946 11 

60,7401 

57,586 1 

22,261 1 

35,3251 I 

N/A 
97,922 

92,250f 

5,672 
36,331 1 

13,143 
5,556 
7,587 

25,225 'r 

302,865 
69, 535hr 

24,131 r 

24,00er 

76 
47 

31,67Sr 

7,926fhr 

23,750fhr 

376,889 1 

231,848r 

231,492r 

356 
133,424 'r 
20,550 fr 

N/A 
12,032h 

N/A 
136,438 
125,312 Ir ' 
117,7271 

301 1 

7,264 1r 

10,024 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

63,0231 10,171 1 NH 10,5301 83,724 1 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 
5,220 895 NH NH 6,115 

tVA N/A NH N/A N/A 
18,361 4,461 NH NH 22,872 
49,4431 27,4361 NH NH 76,8791 

17,305 2,096 NH 2,848 22,249 
66,7091 N/A NH NH 66,709 11 

13,2691 15,282f NH Nil 28,551 1 

2,908 1 X X X 3,421 r 

167,984 fl 6,4871 NH 19,2261 193,69711 

134,4171 33,15011 44,8331 3,911 1 216,311 11r 

53,236 26,264 NH 2,474 81,974 
N/A N/A NH NH N/A 

22,215 11,128 NH NH 33,343J 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

49,880 16,943 NH NH 66,823 
29,642 1h 16,9431h NH NH 46,5851h 

3,128 1h NH NH NH 3,I281h 

17,II0lh NH NH NH 17,110lh 

270,142 68,812 Nil 5,328 344,282 
15,678t 2871 NH NH 15,9651 
21,997 4,567 2,396 255 29,215r 

6,784 19 NH NH 6,803 
15,213 4,546 f 2,396 255 22,412 fr 

82,779Ih 12,174 fh Nil NH 94,9531h 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 
N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 

88,7151hl 24,504 1h 35,770 fh N/A 148,9891hlr 

~2~,~7~89~ ____ 7~O~4 ____ ~N~H~ ____ ~~ __ ~~ 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data 00 this table 
are given below. Explanatory Information 
Rertalnlng to the footnotes can be found In 
Part II of this report, where statistical 
prof II es for a II courts I n each state are 
displayed. 

NH = This case type Is not handled In tIlls court. 
X ~ The data for th I s case type are known to be 

Included In the total, but were no't 
available by category. 

8Court Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. N/A = This case type Is handled by th!l court, but 

the data are unavailable. 

---------.~.-.--

62 

Civil 
78,016 
10,749 
62,574 
59,916 
20,200 
39,716 

50i,775 
83,879 

82,035 
1,844 

26,004 
7,599 
4,935 
2,664 

170,059 
243,129 

67,133 
18,098 
18,000 

57 
41 

40,245 
9,719 

30,526 
633,246 
173,924 
173,924 

NH 
125,415 
37 ,811 

59,497 

100,868 
5,851 

62,158 
31,085 

127,911 
126,924 

987 
NH 

21,643 
52,217 
12,635 
39,582 

74,474 
18,668 
17,232 
25,106 
17,758 
64,877 
33,990 

114,099 
10,774 
7,630 

244,569 
160,562 

55,799 
55,618 

181 
178,800 
78,476 
6,733 

25,377 
N/A 

83,202 
47,357 
4,647 

30,996 
272,601 

25,533 
19,559 
6,691 

12,668 
63,976 
94,325 

X 
208,280 

7 ,981 

25,466 
991 

13,913 
12,813 
12,813 

NH 
57,430 
14,334 

14,334 
NH 

4,555 
3,7&6 
l,?£6 

NH 
31,956 
66,166 
42,962 

2,028 
2,026 

NH 
Nil 

30,490 
3,379 

27, III 
520,112 

45,689 
43,495 

2,394 
X 

7,026 

11,202 

52,297 
6,533 

34,333 
37 ,508 

122,894 
26,426 

NH 
96,468 
8,919 
7,441 
7,441 

NH 

18,080 
2,122 
7,215 
4,633 
6,431 

31,680 
4,706 

31,659 
52,547 

1,051 
30,527 
55,581 
14,465 
14,465 

NH 
76,302 
26,331 
3,277 

28,548 
N/A 

29,609 
29,609 

NH 
Nil 

78,317 
3,068 

16,987 
59 

16,928 
42,843 
14,053 

X 
78,403 

1,329 

Flied 
TraffIc Juvenile Total 

NH NH 103,482 
13,250 
84,774 
72,729 
33,013 
39,716 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nil 
Nil 

97,903 
NH 

13,517 
650 
650 

NH 
NH 

163,974 
21 

183,953 
2,305,483 

48,337 
48,337 

NH 
X 

229 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

782,255 
NH 
NH 

782,255 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
3 

NH 
178,599 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

37,091 
NH 

37,091 
NH 
NH 
NH 

395,792 
NH 

1,510 
8,267 

NH 
NH 
Nil 

107,917 
22,838 

22,838 
NH 
NH 
Nil 
Nil 
NH 

7,391 
64,377 

Nil 
7,363 
7,363 

NH 
NH 

661,122 
121,051 

119,207 
1,844 

30,559 
11,385 
8,721 
2,664 

307,309r 

373,672 
143,612r 

28, 139r 

26,041 r 

57 
41 

7,927 262, 636r 

1 13, 120r 

7,926 249,516r 

25,731 3,484,572r 

12,961 281,131 r 

12,981 276,737r 

NH 2,394 
5,672 587,921 r 

NH 45,066r 

NH 70,699 

10,406 163,571 

NH 12,384 
25,185 121,676 

Nil 68,593 
NH 1,033,0605 

NH 153,350 
NH 987 
NH 876,723s 

N/A 30,562 1 

N/A 59,658 1 

NH 20,076 
N/A 39,582 1 

16,929 
1,793 

Nil 
2,343 

NH 
NH 

5,259 
NH 
NH 

1,001 
189,342 

8,272 
13,470 
13,470 

NH 
37 ,084 

6,215 
NH 
NH 

4,210 

NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 

11,031 
NH 

1,020 
NH 

1,020 
NH 

13,433 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

109,483 
22,5831 

24,447 
32,082 
24,169 
96,557 
43,955 

145,758 
63,321 

9,665r 

464,436 
403,014r 

83,754 
83,573 

181 
292,186 
111,022 
10,010 
53,92sJ 
4,210 1 

112,811 
76,966 
4,847 

30,998 
361 ,949 

28,601 
74,657r 

6,750 
67,907r 

106,819 
121,811 
53,697 1 

662,475 'r 
9,310 

fSeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year 
does not equa I the end pend I ng figure for the 
1975 court year. 

9::hange In pend I ng does not aqua I the dl fferonce 
between filings and dIspositions. 

hF I gure waS computed. 
IData are not complete. 
JExplanatlon of data Incl uded In the category. 

Civil 
75,052 

8,604 
62,133 
50,394 1 

18,708 
31,686 1 

401,496 
93,686 

25,451 
1,077 

13,765 
11,730 
11,730 

NH 

'2,242 
13,760 

Disposed 
Traffic 

Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Juvenile 
NH 

1,133 
7,068 

NH 
NH 
NH 

~10~,664 

24,015 

Total 
100,503 
10,814 
82,986 
62,124 1 

30,438 
31,6861 

557,402 
131,461 

Civil 
49,016 
9,527 

54,4489 

53,747 1 

16,076 
37,669 1 

N/A 
69,289 

10,566 
4809 

6,030 
6,758 
8,758 

Nil 
N/A 

10,605 

End pondl n9 
TraffIc Juvenile 

NH NH 
NH N/A 
NH 9389 
NH till 
NH NH 
NH NH 
NH N/A 
Nil 7,618 

Total 
59,584 
10,007 1 

61,4169 

62,5051 

24,836 
37,669 1 

N/A 
87,512 

89,934 
3,752 

25,168 

13,760 Nil 24,015 127,709 65,525 10,605 Nil 7,618 83,748 
NH NH NH 3,752 3,764 NH till NH 3,764 

4,100 NH NH 29,268 33,797 3,8489 NH NH 37,6459 
7,944 
5,265 
2,679 

4,022 Nil NH 11,966 11,205 1,357 NH Nil 12,562 
4,022 NH NH 9,287 3,633 1,357 NH NH 4,990 

NH NH NH 2,679 7,572 Nil NH NH 7,572 
164,621 1 

234,395 1 

75,534 
16,109 
16,005 

32,418 95,323 8,254 300,6161r 16,009 1 5,2049 6,867 1,104 29,184 1r 

63,8~_I ________ ~N~H __ ~6~1~,~36~5~ __ ~35~9~,~64~7~1~ ____ ~~(~k~)----~(~k~)------~N~H----~(~k)~--~~(~k~).__ 
40,222 13,372 NH 129,128r 62,502 X NH 84,019r 

1,663 751 6,865 25,408r 21,368 2,148 70 3,276 26,662r 

1,683 751 6,865 25,304r 21,251 2, 148 70 3,276 26,745r 

46 
58 

NH NH NH 46 87 NH NH NH 87 
NH NH NH 58 30 NH NH NH 30 

36,663 
8,436 

28,227 
575,465 

29,360 183,679 7,513 257,215r 23,365 6,493 4,983 2,258 37,099r 

3,206 26 2 11,670r 6,318 1,053 5 2 9,376r 

26,154 183,653 7,511 245,545r 15,047 5,440 4,978 2,256 27,721 r 

437,221 2,229,623 26,529 3,268,838r 397,256 1 20,511 1 N/A 12,808 430,575 1 

168,710 
168,710 

NH 
118,771 1 

37 ,059 

52,192 45,991 13,331 281,224 r X X X 232,342r 

49,769 46,991 13,331 278,801 r X 232, 1349r 

2,423 NH NH 2,423 Nil 2089 NH NH 2089 
182,199 285,710 6,629 593,309 1r 47,844 1 N/A 123,047 1r 

6,867 192 NH 44,118r 19,354 2,061 83 Nil 21,498r 

55,110 11,740 Nil NH 66,850 76,1049 9,1529 NH NH 85,2569 

N/A 
5,024 

54,464 
33,361 

120,449 
119,946 

501 
NH 

21,234 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
6,339 

33,491 
33,804 
43,459 1 

25,575 
NH 

17,884 1 

8,634 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,439 1 

NH 
NH 

6,439 1 

Nil 
NH 
Nil 
Nil 

N/A 
NH 

27,751 
Nil 
NH 
Nil 
NH 
Nil 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

N/A 
11,363 

115,706 
67,165 

170,347 Ir 

145,523 
301 

24,323 1r 

29.868 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

73,846 17,964 NH 18,443 110,253 
10,987 1,726 NH 1,414 14,127 
16,250 6,823 NH Nil 23,073 

N/A N/A NH N/A N/A 
16,494 5,771 NH NH 22,268 
57,393 29,466 Nil NH 86,859 
32,765 4,573 NH 4,828 42,166 

113,287 37,662 NH NH 150,949 
9,391 49,398 NH NH 58,769 
~rn ~ 5 m ~~ 

256,271 30,312 NH 190,321 476,904 
146,131 53,717 182,717 6,803 389,368r 

45,708 1 14,909 NH N/A 60,617 1 

45,5331 14,909 NH N/A 60,442 1 

175 NH NH NH 175 
177,060 74,343 NH 38,145 289,548 
85,491 28,752 NH 5,830 120,073 

N/A N/A Nil Nil N/A 
32,214 27, 1~3 NH Nil 59,407J 
17,439 13,278 N/A 3,9721 34,689 1 

82,153 30,298 NH NH 112,451 
47,321 30,298 NH NH 77,619 
4,541 NH NH NH 4,541 

30,291 NH NH NH 30,291 
250,555 77,370 NH 11,411 339,336 

22,638 2,494 NH NH 25,132 
23,966 16,853 37,006 1,103 76,930r 

6,335 53 NH NH 6,388 
17,633 16,600 37,006 1,103 72,542r 

63,074 42,250 Nil Nil 105,324 
79,911 1 14,374 NH N/A 91,113 1 

X X NH N/A 45,106 1 

228,516 78,725 393,429. 22,561 723,231 r 

--L=2~55~ ____ I~,~3~46~ ______ ~N~H~ __ ~8~15~ __ ~8~,~6~0~1 __ _ 

tl/A 
9,015h 

N/A 
91,015 

114,131 
113,344 

787 
NH 

8,6669 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

63,651 
N/A 

6,202 
N/A 

19,675 
56,927 
18,53~ 

66,8099 
14,652 
3,7529 

151,380 1 

148,848 

42,359 1 

42,1701 

189 
59,7179 
46,221 

N/A 
15,7969 

N/A 
50,929 
29,678 
3,434 

17,617 
292,188 

18,573 
17 ,588 
7,140 

10,446 
83,681 

N/A 
N/A 

103,212 1 

3,515 

N/A 
4,038h 

N/A 
46,851 
18,746 1 

12,210 
NH 

6,536 1 

2,0439 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

lO,2C"f 
N/A 

1,267 
N/A 

5,1189 

29,650 
2,229 

N/A 
18,431 

X 
6,702 

34,972 1 

4,550 
4,550 

NH 
25,0649 
23,843 

N/A 
12,4159 

N/A 
16,254 
16,254 

NH 
NH 

69,759 
861 

4,701 
25 

4,676 
12,767 

N/A 
N/A 

24,182 
687 

NH 
NH 
Nil 
Nil 

3,169 1 
NH 
NH 

3,1691 

NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 

Nil 
NH 
NH 
Nil 
Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
40,715 

NH 
Nil 
Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

2,481 
NH 

2,481 
NH 
NH 
NH 

38,133 
NH 

N/A 
Nil 

IVA 
Nil 
NH 
Nil 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

9,016 
N/A 

Nil 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

3,279 
NH 
NH 

186 
16,247 
5,380 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
4,859 
2,859 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

4,948 
NH 

172 
~H 

172 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
13,053h 

N/A 
137,866 
136,046 1r 

125,554 
787 

9,705 1r 

10,7099 1 

N/A 
IVA 
N/A 

82,954 
N/A 

7,489 
N/A 

24,7939 

86,577 
24,038 
66,8099{ 
33,083 

4,272gr 

176,3291 

229 t 915 'r 

46,909 1 

46,7201 

189 
89,6409 
72,923 

N/A 
28,2119J 

N/A 
67,183 
45,932 
3,434 

17,817 
366,895 

19,434 
24,942r 

7,165 
17,777r 

96,448 
N/A 
N/A 

165,527 1r 

4,202 

Table 17, page 2 
State population NllIIber of 

In tilJusands I udges 
3,653 102 

408 19 
2,249 70 
2,117 55 

29 
26 

21,522 520 
2,575 99 

3,102 
582 

700 
8,353 
4,984 

8B4 

833 

11,193 
5,313 

2,674 
2,299 
3,436 

3,875 
1,071 
4,125 
5,791 
9,113 

3,954 
2,365 

4,767 
755 

1,552 
613 
827 

7,339 
1,172 

18,053 
5,462 

645 
10,690 
2,770 

2,326 

11,602 
3,214 

936 
2,644 

686 
4,234 

12,599 
1,232 

477 

5,052 
3,611 
1,632 
4,610 

391 

99c 

7 district Judges serve 
45 
14 
II 

44 
273 

88 
22 
22 

2 circuit Judges serve 
2 circuit ludges serve 

91 
25 
66 

603 
173 
169 

4 
318c 

63 
87 

148c 

14 
85 
46 

161 
138 

circuit Judge serves 
23 
72 
65 
30 
35 

45 
25c 

13 
201 
32 

357 
56 
19 

296 
189 

69 
68 

285 
89 
17 
25 
36 
il2 
80c 

5 
27c 

261 
21 
18 
7 

1.1 
104 
101 
50 

180 
13 

'1\ddltlonal Information available. 
rOata I nc I ude tra f f I c cases other than par kl ng. 
SOata Include traffic casos (OWI/DUI, parking, 

3A civil case Is counted at the note of Issue. 
5A civil case Is not counted In the same way 

throughout the state. 

9rhe criminal case unit of count Is the number of 
dofendants Ofl the Information, Indictment, or 
complaint. 

other waft Ic violations). 

1£ civil case Is counted with tho filing of a 
petition 01" complaint. 

2A civil case Is countod when It Is placed 
on the calendar (had roachod Issue). 

6The criminal case unit of count Is the 
number of Informations or Indictments. 

7The criminal case unit of count Is tho number of 
InformatIons, Indictments, or complaints. 

8The criminal case unit of count Is the number of 
defendants on the Information or Indictment. 

63 

10The criminal case unit of count Is the number of 
charges. 

lithe criminal caso unit of count Is the case number 
ass I gnod at arra 'gnment. 

12The criminal case unit of count Is not consistent 
statewide. 



Table 18: Reported limited jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, witr. state population and number of judges. 

state and court tit I. 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate COUf·t •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Family Court of Jefferson County ••••••••••••••••••• 
MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justice Court, Morgan County •••• , ••••••••••• 

Alasl<a--STATE TOTAL ................................ .. 
District Court1, 7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag'strates Court 1,7 •• ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• ,. 

Arlzona--STATE TOTAl ••••••••• lt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace l ,1,9 •••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 
City Magistrates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ar kansas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of COlm)On Pleas I ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• ,. 
County COurtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court', I ,7 •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
City Court and Pollee COurt l ,I,7 .................. . 
Justice of the Peace Court!,7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ca II forn I a--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court I ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MUnicipal Court l ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Co I orado--STA rc: TOTAL ................................ . 
County Court', 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~1un lei pal Court ............................ t •••••••• 

Connect Icut--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of CO/1Tl1on Pleas l ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of COnInon PI easa, 1,10 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Farnll y Courta, I •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Wllmlngton IO ................... . 
Alderman's COurt l ,IO ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court I ,10 ..... , .............. . 

Florlda--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
County Courtb, I ,9 •• , ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• (1 •••••••••• 

Georgla--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• .,"' ........... .. 
State Court 1,9 •• ••• , .............................. , • 
Probate court9 ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••.•• 
Juvenile CourtC , I ................................... . 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small Claims Court ................................. . 
'ola9 I strate I s Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorders's Court, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, 

City Council Court, Pol Ir.:e Court, and 
Criminal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawall--Dlstrlct Court 1, 10 .......................... . 

Indlana--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
County Court I, 7 ••••••••••• '" •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court of ,.jarion County7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of tolarlon COunt yl,7 ............... . 
City Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Town Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Cou~·t • ........................ 
Small Claims Court of Marlon County .............. .. 

~,ansas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court, Magistrate Court, and Corrmon 

PI eas Court!, 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• , e' ••• 

County Court 1,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court and Juven lie Court I •••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentucky--County Court, Quarterl y Court, Police 
Court, and Justice Court1 ,9 ..................... . 

Loulslana--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court and Par I sh Court I, New Or leans 

Municipal and Traffic Court l , 7 .................. . 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mayor's Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maln.--STATE TOTAL ................................. .. 
District Court l ,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
District Court l ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Orphans' Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

5,075P 

5,075h 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8,955 
8,955 

NH 

42,580 1p 

42,580 1 

N/A 
NH 

7,833P 

2,055 
1,789 

NH 
N/A 

3,988 
155,519 
155,519 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

NH 
5,493 

x 
X 

NH 

10,541 
8,797 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

24,873 1 

5,791 
2,495 

15,587fl 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Beginning pending 
Criminal Traffic .Juvenlle Total 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
NH NH N/A 
NH NH N/A 
NH NH N/A 

N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH N/A 

24,584pr 

24,584r 

N/A 

5,352P 14,155P NH 
5,352h 14,155 NH 

N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH 

N/A N/A N/A 
NH N~ NH 
NH NH N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11,509P 

11,509 

N/A 
19,772 

19,772 
NH 
NH 

X 
827 

NH 
578 

N/A 
X 

145,848P 

145,848 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
4,101 

X 

X 

NH 
13,918 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
X 

X 
X 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

37,513P 

37,513 

N/A 
17,730 

17,730 
NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

234 
485 
N/A 

X 
N/II 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
41,450 

X 
X 

NH 

NH 
45,150 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
X 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

64 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1,592 
NH 

NH 
1,592 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

58,077pr 

58,077r 

N/A 
81,874 1pr 

80,182 1r 

N/A 
1,592 

2,155 12,789pr 

NH 2,883 
2,155 4,189r 

NH 1,153r 

NH N/A 
NH 4,554r 

NH 302,457 P 

NH 302,457 
NH N/A 

N/A N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 

N/A N/A 
NH N/A 

NH N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 

NH 
NH 

1,397 
NH 

1,397 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
51,0545 

83,194pr 

2,385r 

1,403 

10,541 
6B,855r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

35,7091 pr 

9,949r 

10,173r 

15,587 11 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

CIvil 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

8,954 
8,552 

302 
31,915 
31,915 

NH 
15,225 

241 
300 

15,255 
195 
233 

755,892 
58,031 

707,851 
47,517 
47,517 

NH 

191,344 
140,130 
51,214 

NH 

27,717P 

3,354 
10,522 

NH 
N/A 

13,841 
222,233 
222,233 

NH 

61.472P 
87,472 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
Nfl 

N/A 

NH 
11,533 

73,552P 

51,951 
NH 

5,744 
14,957 

N/A 
NH 

tVA 
N/A 

42,752 1 

27,935 
7,274h 

7,543 1 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

22,895 
21,335 

1,550 

30,840P 

30,840 

N/A 
103,377 

NH 
NH 

99,254 
3,520 

603 

720,573 
83,853 

535,710 
41,852P 

41,852 

N/A 
91,191 

91,191 
NH 
NH 

37,034 P 

5,752 
NH 

8,754 
N/A 

22,518 
213,873P 

213,873 

N/A 

"1,770P 

58,443 

3,327 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
42,088 
71,804 P 

35,157 

42 
NH 

35,595 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 
X 

NH 
N/A 

52,755 209,355 
59,537P 112,158P 

59,537 
N/A 

NH 
38,593P 

38,593 
N/A 

332,812P 

332,812 

N/A 

112,158 
NH 

N/A 
X 
X 

NH 

110,505 
110,506 

NH 

FII.d 
Traffic 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

59,582 
59,002 

580 
212,435P 

212,435 
N/A 

413,389 
NH 
NH 

391,424 
18,052 
3,903 

13,755,850 
929,509 

12,827,241 
142,420P 

142,420 

N/A 
227,207 
227,207 

NH 
NH 

75,558P 

NH 

1,512 
12,255 

N/A 
52,781 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
252,971 P 

147,204 

113,545 
2,122 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
549,317 
225,459P 

130,149 
NH 

NH 
96,310 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 

NH 
NH 

425,445 
387,983 

387,983 
NH 
NH 
X 
X 

NH 

577,573 
577,573 

NH 

Juvenile 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
5,588 

NH 
5,588 

Total 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

91,531 r 

88,989r 

2,542r 

275,190pr 

275,190r 

N/A 
539,579r 

241 
5,888 

NH 505,933r 

NH 21, 778r 

NH 4,739r 

NH 15,243,3155 

NH 1,071,5035 

NH 14,171,8125 

NH 231,899pr 

N:~ 231,899r 

NH N/A 

14,452 
NH 
NH 

14,452 

9,823 
NH 

9,823 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
Nfl, 

28,362 
NH 

NH 
28,352 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

5,055 
NH 

5,055 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

25,043 
5,075 

5,075 
NH 

NH 
4,517 
4,517 

NH 
3,047 
3,047 

NH 

524,194r 

458,528r 

51,214 
14,452 

151,232pr 

9,115 
21,957r 

21,019r 

N/A 
99,140r 

435,105P 

435,105 
N/A 

450,5751 pr 

303,1I9r 

115,972lr 

30,484r 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
503,0385 

377 ,970pr 

218,257r 

5,097 

5,744 
145,862" 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

311,547 1pr 

11'1; n"J.,hr 

19~:~~;hr 
7,543 1 

N/A 

554,753r 

N/A 
N/A 

177 ,845pr 

177,845r 

N/A 
1,124,138pr 

1,124,138r 

N/A 

" 

Disposed End pend I n9 
Civil erlalnal Traffic Juv.nlle Total CIvil erlalnal Traffic Juvenll" Total 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/II 
N/A N/A N/A N/A ~ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH II/A N/A 
N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 
N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

5,977 21,105 57,134 NH 85,215r 5,944P 7,030P 16,794P NH 30,758pr 

PopUlation 

I n thousands 
3,553 

Number 
of judges 
410P 
N/A 

N/A 
58 

I 

Table 18, page 

120 ma~r~ and 220 recorders 
I 

408 83.8 
5,7~4 19,555 56,419 NH 82,859r 5,944 7,0309 15,7949 NH 30, 7589r 27.8 

i93 I 439 715 NH 2 347r N/' N/' /' ~~~ ____ ~'~~ ____ ~~ ____ ~~ ____ £,~~ __ ~~n~ ____ -7~n ______ ~N~n~ __ ~NH~ ____ ~N~/A"- ___ ~~ ______ ~55~p~art-t~l~m.~ __________ __ 

25,353 X X NH 250,570pr N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 2,249 174 
25,353 X X NH 250,570r N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A NH NH NH N/A N/A NH NH NH N/A 
N/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH N/A N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

537,908 

45,392 
45,392 

NH 

51,62S lp 

51,5251 

N/A 
NH 

25,219 1 

3,244 
9,532 

NH 
342 1 

13,001 
223,253 

223,253 
NH 

59,920P 

69,920 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

NH 

10,953 
58,324P 

34,716 
NH 

5,759 
17 ,849 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

55,845 

28,259 

5,955 
20,510 

NH 

N/A 
35,081 P 

35,081 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/II 

X 
X 

579,812 
41,528P 

41,528 

N/A 
95,907 
95,907 

NH 
NH 

X 
5,545 

NH 
8,979 
1,1051 

X 
185,903P 

185,903 
N/A 

64,051 P 

50,701 

3,350 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
41 .290 
59,598P 

27,544 
25 
NH 

32,129 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 

x 
X 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
92,992P 

92,992 
NH 

N/A 
N/P, 

N/A 
NH 
25 1 

25 1 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

x 
X 

11,331,553 
142,511P 

142,511 
N/A 

NH 13,189,718 15 

NH 740,445 1r 

NH 12,449,2735 

225,445 
225,445 

NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

1,580 
12,235 
11,497 1 

X 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

251,238P 

135,727 
112,547 

1,964 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
545,340 
203,088P 

115,553 
NH 

NH 
85,425 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 

NH 
NH 
NI1 

14,800 
NH 

NH 
14,800 
9,509 

NH 
9,609 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

27,727 
NH 

NH 
27,727 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
5,775 

NH 
5,775 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

21,007 

X NH 

X NH 
NH 21,007 

NH NH 

N/A 
335,452 

335,452 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
4,409 

4,409 
NH 
I~H 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
?,494 
2,494 

NH 

230,531 pr 

230,53I r 

N/A 
387,7781 pr 

372,978 Ir 

N/A 
14,800 

152,8151r 

8,889 
20,821 r 

21,214r 

13,503 1r 

98,388r 

409,155P 

409,155 
N/A 

412,9351 pr 

257,348r 

115,897 lr 

29,591 r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
597,5835 

325,885pr 

178,923r 

5,800 
5,759 

135,403r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

345,585pr 

114,192r 

189,775r 

41,517 

N/A 

N/A 
457,944pr 

457,944r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,519 1p 

2,519 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10,180 
10,180 

NH 
35,590 1p 

35,5901 

N/A 
NH 

9,573P 

2,155 
2,579 

NH 

N/A 
4,828 

N/A 
(k) 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

NH 
5,173 

X 
X 

NH 
11,4129 

5,8919 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

5,457 
2,803 

17,5591 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11,743P 

11,743 
N/A 

15,253 
15,2639 

NH 
NH 

X 
944 

NH 

453 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
( k) 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Nil 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
4,899 

X 
X 

23 
NH 

23,5739 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
X 

X 
X 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

37,422P 

37,422 

N/A 
17,454 
17,4549 

NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

255 

515 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
45,437 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

75,9969 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 

X 
X 

Nfl 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH' 

'NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
1,344 

NH 

NH 
1 ,344 

2,380 
NH 

2,380 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

1,577 
NH 

1,577 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

59,345pr 

59.~45r 

N/A 
70,551 1pr 

59,3079 1r 

N/A 
1,344 

14,709pr 

3,110 
5,325r 

950r 

N/A 
5,305r 

N/A 
( k) 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
50,5095 

152,015pr 

42,4449r 

1,700 
11,4129 

105,450gr 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

37,917 1 pr 

9,734r 

10,524r 

17,6591 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

84 
90 

2,117 303 

count y Judges serVe 
75 Judges and 42 
Juven II e referees 

95 
82 

21,522 500 

175 
425 

2,575 280 
105 
174 

3,102 195 

51 
129 

5 
582 89 

II 
3 

17 
53 

8,353 IMP 

154 

N/A 
4,984 ~ 2,030P 

884 

5,313 

2,299 

3,435 
3,875 

1,071 

4,125 

74 
159 

35c 

N/A 
11 
49 

~1,700 

N/A 
15 

194 
50 

1 

II full-time and part-time 
81 
25 

125P 

17 
probate Judges serve 
109 

N/A 

505 
525P 

55 
451 
N/A 

35 

20 
15 

150 

81 
59 

Footnotes at end of table; continued on next page. 
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Baglnnlng pending Fllad 
Stata and court tit la 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court',7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boston Municipal Court',7 ......................... .. 
Housing Court',? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Land Court' •••• i •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i ••• i 
Court of Probate and Insolvency' ••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
Common Pleas Court of Ootrolta,l •••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
District Court',9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court', 1 ,9, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ml nnesota--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ConciliatIon Court3 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County COurt3• 12 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County MunicIpal Court3• 12 ....................... .. 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JustIces of the Peace .............................. . 

Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL ........................... .. 
County Court ••••• , •••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 
Famll y Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of tho Peace •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M I ssour I--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
St. Louis Court of Criminal Correctlon7 .......... .. 
Mag I strate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court .................................... . 

Montana--STATE TOTAL •••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Just I ce Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court ........................................ . 

Nabrasl<a--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
Count 'I Court 1.7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Courta,I.9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JuvenIle Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wor knen' s Compensat Ion Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Navada--STATE TOTAL ................................ .. 
Justice Court •••••••••• '" ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampshlre--STATE TOTAL .......................... . 
District CourtS,12 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate CourtS •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 
MunIcipal CourtS,12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STAfE TOTAL .............................. . 
County District COurtl,? •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile and DomestIc Relations Court' ............ . 
r~unlclpal Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New ~Iexlco--STATE TOTAL ............................ .. 
Mag t strate Courtb, 1 , ? ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
r"un I c I pa I Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sma II C I a Irns Court of A I buguergue ................. . 

Naw Yor k--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil Court of tha City of Naw Yorkl.I ............ . 
Criminal Court of the City of New York9 ........... . 
Farnll y Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Surrogates' Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court of ClaIms' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and City Court I ,1,9 ............... .. 
Town and Village Courtl.9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--Dlstrlct COurtl.12 .................. . 
North OaI<Dta--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 

County Court with Increased Jurisdiction', 1, ? ... .. 
MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Count y Probate Court , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justice Court I , ',7 .................. '" ••••• 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ................................... . 
County Court 1,8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Clalmsa,I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MaYOrs' Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--SrATE TOTAL ............................... . 
State IndustrIal Court k,4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Ban k Rev I ew ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Tax Revlew l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'''unlclpal Criminal Court of Record ............... .. 
MUn I c [pa I Court Not of Record .................... II 

• 
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N/A 
N/A 

105.051 
4.485 

100.250 
305 
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N/A 
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o 

NH 
NH 

Q-I.lnal Traffic Juvenile Total Civil Q-I.lnal Traffic Juvenile Total 
N/A N/A N/A 8.9Q2 1p 387.515 217.859 1.480.214 49.457 2.135.0555 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 239.885 202.711 1.055.955 37.552 1.545.1035 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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N/A 

NH 
N/A 
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Nfl 
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NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

11.395 
NH 
NH 

11.395 
NH 

NH 
NIi 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NIi 
NH 
NIi 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Nfl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

8.90ahl 

N/A 
N/A 

731.022 1r 

18.512 1 

310.885r 

114.902r 

285.523hl 

124.419pr 

4.345 
110.045r 

10.028r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11.340P 

11.340 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

55.851 pr 

55.851 r 

NrA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1.8051p 

1.783 1 

N/A 
231 

50.051 1p 

44.380 1 

15.571 f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

92. 155P 

20.353 
9.421 h 

58.802 
N/A 

3.590 
N/A 
N/A 

157.3581r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

184,478pr 

14;227r 

159.945r 

305 
N/A 

7P 

N/A 

o 
N/A 
N/A 

31.079 
7.490 
7.599 

101.352 
NH 

428.520 
171.573 
172.745 

15.590 
57.711 

125.278P 

37.934 
74.215 
13.129 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
43,810 
27.957 
15.081 

NH 
752 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
38.984 
23.370 
15.055 

559 

9.909 
5.198 

NH 
NH 
51 

272.475 
NH 

231.787 
40.589 

NH 
55.513P 

NH 
39.019 
25.494 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

20.330P 

20.330 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 
44.958 

X 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

355.791 331.501 
293.917 2.175 
51.874 NH 

NH 329,425 
13.545P 23.587P 

13.545 23.587 
N/A NH 

NH N/A 
N/A N/A 

572. 16S i p 225.150P 

151.488 NH 
NH 225,150 

243.415 NH 
53.351 1 NH 

1.014 
122.897 

N/A 
224.810 

7.3781 

5.503 1 

NH 
1.3421 

433 
329.358 

20.874 
307.954 

530 
NH 

9P 

N/A 

NH 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

355.335 
15.5871 

10.9001 

NH 
NH 

4.787 
290.393P 

25.350 
255.033 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

414.259 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Nfl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 11,915 

455.2475 

12.588 
7.599 

101.352 
11,955 

1.479.998 25.523 2.205.717r 

171.573 
NH 1.595.852r 

NH 245.958r 

93.334 

NH NH 
1.291.319 

188.579 
NH 25.523 
X X 

NH 
X 

72.548 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
X 

NH 
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NH 

N/A 
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NH 
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NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

N/A NH 
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NH NH 
N/A N/A 
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NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 
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122.897 1 

N/A 

1.292.757r 

23.055 1p 

15.503 1 

N/A 
1.342 1 NH 
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Disposed End pending P I tl Table 18, page 2 

N/A 
N/A 

5.535 
N/A 

NH 
415.423 
155.177 
159.108 
16.049 
55.089 

125.343P 
39.445 
72.589 
13.208 
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N/A 
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NH 
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NH 
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N/A 

NH 
23.034P 

22.478 
N/A 
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354.515 
293.177 
51.439 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

575.142 
149.855 

NH 
251.907 
83.739 
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N/A 

NH 
NH 
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257.800 

NH 
228.547 
39.253 
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NH 
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NH 
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115.484 
109.155 
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NH 
NH 
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NH 
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NH 

NH 

NH 
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NH 

NH 
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NH 
NH 
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NH 
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NH 22.175 NH NH 22.175 2 
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N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

30.944P 
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N/A 
Nfl 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
3.254P 

3.2279 
N/A 

27g 

49.524 
45.120 
4.504 ' 

Nfl 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

59.502P 

22.589g 
NH 

33.281g 

N/A 

NH 
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N/A 

18.058P 
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N/A 
NH 
NH 
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NH 
N/A 
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NH 
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NH 
N/A 
N/A 

14.847P 
NH 
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NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

l1,502P 
11.5029 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/fo 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

1.088P 

1.0889 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

12.810 
NH 

12.810 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

12.057 
NH 
NH 

NH 12.0579 
NH NH 

N/A 
N/A 

91 mag , strate and probata j udgas 
24 probata judges 
~ 500 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

755 199 

51.592pr 1.552 
51.5929r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 513 
N/A 
N/A 

3.254 1 P 827 
3.227 1 

N/A 
271 

52.434 1p 7.339 
45.1201 

17.314 
N/A 
N/A 1.172 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

93 
105 
54 
43 
13 
3 
5 

59 
54 
15 

131 
77 
10 
44 

445 
34 
29 

382 
185 
70 
32 
83 

N/A 
85.505P ~1~8:-.;;-05;;;3;---:;3-.0:::54::------------
22. 5899 120 
14.847 98 

45.3389 103 judges and 35 county judgas sarva 
N/A 35 surrogates and 35 county 

Judges serve 
3.732 NH NH NH 3.732 17c 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 190 

-872 

125.243 
54,515 

212.208 
7.234 1 

5.557 1 

NH 
1.252 

415 
345.513 

21.158 
325.113 

332 
NH 

107,845 1,559,310 NH 1,821,572r 

X X 22.905 1.272.515r 
--;~N~/~A __ 7,;"-;N~/A~_-:;:;;-:N~/A;;-_7.N~H~_=..1N~/~A. 2,501 

54.551 40,410 72.598 N/A 177. 759 1r --5;;-.-;4:;;5:;-2--~C;1717::-----------

10.720 
10.712 

8 

13.5931 88.520 NH 109.5471r 
9.437 1 30.825 NH 45.8201r 

NH ~1B9 NH ~IW 
NH NH NH 1.252 

4.255 15,505 NH 20.275r 
294.029P 1.3:i8.424P NH 1.979.055pr 
25.508 153.517 NH 200.293r 

258.421 1.184.907 NH 1.778.44Ir 
NH NH NH 332 

N/A N/A NH N/A 

N/A N/A NH 10.720P 
NH NH NH 1~7~ 
NH NH NH 8 
NH NH NH 0 

NH NlA N/A NH N/A 
__ ~N~H~ __ ~N/~A~ __ ~N~/~A __ ~N~H ___ ~N~~~ 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 545 249 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 15 

NH NH N/A NH N/A 158 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 38 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 38 

97.575 40.095P 55.818P NH 193.489pr 10.590 934 
4.300g 3.339g 7.2549 NH 14.9039r 53 

92.772g 35.757g 48.5549 NH 178.Q839r 181 

503 NH NH NH 503 Judgas on temporary aSSignment 
NH N/A N/,~ NH N/A 590 

8P N/A N/A NH 8P 2.770 7P 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

o 
NIi 
NH 

NH Nfl NIi 
NH NH NH 

N/A N/A NH 
N/A N/A NH 

67 

o 
N/A 
N/A 

3 district judges Sarva 
3 district judges Serva 
2 

N/A 

Footnotes at end of table; contlnuod on next page. 
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_~-'8: Reported limited lurlsdlctlon caseflow, 1975 (continued) 

State and court title 
Beginning pending Filed 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ......................... , .•••••••••• 
District Court', 11 ...................................... . 
Justice court', 1,11 ••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court',11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court t •••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsy' van la--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• ," •••••• ," •••• II ,_ 

Phl'adelphla Municipal Court',8 •••.•• H ••••••••••••• 

DII,trlct JustIce Court 1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PIli ladelphla Tratf Ie Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'Jlttsburgh TraffIc Magistrates •••••••••••••••••••••• 

"uorto R I co--STATE TOTAL ............................. . 

District Court', 10 ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace l , 10 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
r~unlclpal Courtt, 10 •••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

Rhode Island--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
District Courtl, 7 ................................... . 
Family Courtl,7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Caro 11 na--STATE TOTAL ......................... .. 

County Court and Civil and CrimInal Court l ,6 ...... .. 
Fer.lly Court! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag I straie Court 1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t •••••••••• 
Municipal Court ..................................... . 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• G •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court •••••••••• ~"" •••••• 0 ••••••• , •••••••••• 

Juven II e Court .............................. 0 •••••••• 

Gen~rA'1 Sessions Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••• '" ••••••• 0 •••• 

Civil 
22,351 1 

21,3121 

534 h 

NH 
415 1 

IO,570P 

10,570 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

24,215P 

24,215 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
25,033P 

15,183 

9,850 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

x X 
X 

793h 

3,43:1' 
NH 

5,208P 

5,208 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

X 
7, 275h 

23, 144h 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
~;l/A 

18,612P 21,755 

18,512 21,755 

N/A NH 

N/A NH 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A NH 

NH NH 

N/A X 
(k) NH 

NH X 
N/A N/A 

NH NH 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NH NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

MunIcipal Court..................................... NH N/A N/A 
Texas--STATE TOTAL .................................... 1II,3551p 155,759P 42,399P 

County Court a+ Law, Constitutional County Court, 
and Probate Courtl, 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MuniCipal Court I ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Courtl, 1,9 ................... .. 

U tah--STATE TOTl\L ................ , ................... . 

Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court l ,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Justice o~ the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont--Probate Court 1 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Dlstrlct Court 1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washln9ton--STATE TOTAL .............................. . 

'<1unlclpal and Police Courtk,9 ...................... . 
District Court and Justices of the Peace Courtk, 1,9. 

West Vlrglnla--STATF TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Conrnlss Ion ••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" ••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wisconsln"-Munlcipal Justice Court7 .................. . 
Wyomlng--STATE TOTAL ................... , ............ .. 

Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••• l ................... . 

" 1,355
1 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
~~H 

N/A 
N/A 

7,521 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

155,759 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

42,.399 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Juvenile Tota I 
N/A 119,Oooir 

NH 83,305 1r 

NH 8,703hr 

NH 25, 577hr 

N/A 415 1 

NH 15,778P 

NH 15,778 

NH N/A 
NH N/A 
NH N/A 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

X 
NH 

X 
NH 

flH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 

64,582pr 

64,582r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

27,I52pr 

15,183 

1I,979r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Civil 

52,030 
58,9al 

2,895 

NH 
214 

220,891 

59,219 

151,572 

NH 

NH 

45, 697P 

~5,697 

N/A 
N/A 

34, I~ IP 

29,025 
5,115 

NH 

N/A 
145,I25P 

23,055 

28,303 
94,758 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

58,775 
39,769 

4,936 

14,070 
NH 

482,2231' 

43,904 

438,319 

NH 

N/A 

67,916P 

57,915 

N/A 
N/A 

~8, 759P 

:<Il,757 
12 

N/A 
NH 

70,545P 

(k) 

NH 

70,545 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Traffic 
555,9931' 
454,790 

89,564 

121,539 

NH 
2,758,2961' 

NH 

1,105,175 

1,553,121 

N/A 

234,719 

234,719 
NH 
NH 

597P 

N/A 
597 

NH 

NH 

X 
NH 

X 
385,702 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Juvenile 
242 

NH 
NH 

NH 
242 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

6,436 
NH 

5,435 

NH 

NH 

X 
NH 

X 
NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N!A 

N/A 

Total 

787,C40 r 

553,479r 

97,395r 

135,709r 

455 

3,451,410pr 

113,123 
1,695,166r 

1,553,I21 r 

N/A 

349,3321'r 

349, 332r 

N/A 
N/A 

70,0431pr 

57,783 1 

12,260r 

N/A 
N/A 

515,375pr 

23,055 
42,245 

551,05~r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
1,090 

N/A N/A N/A NH NH 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,090 
NH 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A N/A N/A NH 
N/A NH N/A N/A 

311,6031pr 284,573 848,793 5,510,451 1,295 5,645,1135 

311,603 1r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7,521 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

131,035 168,423 59,222 1,295 359, 977r 

NH 435,350 4,523,153 NH 4,958,,135 

153,537 24!',010 918,076 NH 1,316,623r 

23,705P 23,92OP 479,552P 22,482 549, 559Ps 

NH 238 13,558 22,482 35, 378r 

23,705 23,582 455,904 NH 513,29l s 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
4,523 NH NH NH 4,523 

400,925 264,557 820,859 II 1,575 1,598,Ol5r 

57,551 112,064 745,510 NH 925, 235 r 

NH 39,112 222,131 NH 251,243r 

57,551 72,952 524,379 NH 664,992r 

N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A NH NH NH N/A 

NH N/A NH NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

NH N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 

__ ~~~'H _____ N~/~A ______ ~N~/~ ____ N~H~ ____ ~N~/~A __ 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the d~'ta on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In P~rt II of thIs 
report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are dIsplayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 

X = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total but were not available by category. 

aCO"rt Jurisdiction. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending flg·\re for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not. equal the difference between fIlings and dispositions. 
hF I gurs was computed. 
IData are not complete. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 
PData were not available for all courts In the state. 
rOata Include traffic caseS other than parking. 
sO&ta Include traffic cases (DWI/OOI, parking. othf.?r traffic violations). 
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Disposed End pending 
crl.lnal Traffic .JuvenI Je'--__ ..:T""o"'ta"'I'-r.:- Civil Civil 

53,351 1 

50,751 1 

2,457 

NH 

153 1 

212,590 

55,555 645,415 N/A 764,331 1r 20,9031 

19,410 1 

1,073 
NH 

420 1 

9,811P 

9,811 

N/A 

X X 
37,279 440,585 NH 538,515 1r X X 

59,978 

142,512 

NH 

NH 

54,617 

47,250 
5,155 

1,191 

24,555 1p 

21,750 
2,805 1 

NH 

N/A 
134,924P 

22,871 

24,781 
87,272 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
195,221 1 

72,939 1 

NH 

123,282 

2O,384P 

NH 

20,384 

N/A 
4,155 

392,374 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

4,942 87,480 

13,334 117,350 

NH NH 
452,354P 2,053,454P 

44,364 NH 
417,990 1,098,190 

NH 955,274 

N/A N/A 

141,892 

55,455 

57,267 

9,169 

28,I89P 

28,189 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

X 
(k) 

NH 
X 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

565,949 

145,515 

350,950 
159,~83 

24,I90P 

N/A 
24,190 

N/A 
NH 

250,153 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

25,519 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

231,112 

231,112 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

X 
NH 

1,435 

X 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
4,1.38,773 

55,698 

3,245,533 

825,442 

425,582P 

N/A 
425,582 

N/A 
NH 

802,955 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
149,370 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 94,879r 

NH 13O,584r 

N/A 1531 

NH 2,738,408pr 

NH 114,342 

NH 1,558,792r 

NH 955, 274 r 

NH N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

10,70 I 

NH 

10,70 I 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
1,252 

1,252 
NH 

NH 

25,397 1 

25,397 i 

NH 

NH 
NH 

10~,414 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

427,521 r 

343,828r 

73,433 

10,360 

52,744 1p 

49,939 1 

2,805 1 

N/A 
N/A 

50 I, 774pr 

22,871 
35,918r 

541,985r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5,002,205 15 

285,415 1r 

3,507,583" 
1,108,207r 

495,5531ps 

25,397 1 

470,2555 

N/A 
4,155 

1,558,906r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

175,9895 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

23,5521' 

23,652 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
28,484 P 

14,4059 

14,0789 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
114,5271P 

114,5271 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 

8,2309 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

787 

4,159 

NH 

4,450P 

4,4509 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

21,07LP 
21,072 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
(k) 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

179, 556P 

179,555 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

IA civil case Is counted with the fll fng of a petition or complaint. 
2A civil case Is counted when It Is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
3A civil case Is counted at the note of Issue. 

9,350 
27,433 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

25,362 

25,352 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

X 

NH 
X 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
44,923P 

44,923 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
filA 
N/A 

4A case for this court Is a new claim or an ancillary proceeding to an existing case. 
SA civil case Is not counted In the same way throughout the state. 
6The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations or Indictments. 

Juvenile 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

Nfl 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

X 
NH 

X 

NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
1,124 

1,124 

NH 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations, Indictments, or complaints. 
BThe criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information or Indictment. 

T<:Ital 
141,340ir 

98,098 1r 

11,220r 

31,602r 

420 1 

14,251P 

14,2519 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

70,085pr 

70,085r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

31,978pr 

14,4069 

17, 5729r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

340,240 ipr 

340,240 I r 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8,2309 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~Tlle criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information, IndIctment, or complaint. 
10The criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 

Table 18, page 3 
PopUlation NUmber 

I n thousands of ludges 
2,326 

11,802 

3,214 

935 

2,844 

4,234 

12,599 

1,232 

477 

5,052 

3,511 

1,832 

4,510 

391 

269 

47 
47 

165 

10 

599 

22 

564 

6 mag I strates and 1 
hous I n9 court Judge 

148 

98 

25 

25 
51P 

13 

9 
N/A 

39 
443P 

19 

20c 

322 

N/A 
82 

417 

2 jUdges, 1 cour:ty and 5 general 
sessions judges serve 

81 judges and 20 county chairmen 
serve 

6 juvenile judges and 2 county, 
I trial, and 7 general 
sess Ions judges serve 

70 full-time and 44 part-time 

2 
192 

~2J246 

345 

~ 1,000 
~ 900 

209 

24 

177 

N/A 
151.8 
238P 

238 

N/A 
~ 224 
~ 170 

54 
N/A 
136c 

34P 

34 
N/A 

lIThe criminal case unit of count Is the number assigned to the Information, Indictment, or complaint at arraignment. 
12The criminal case unit of count Is not consistent statewide. 



Table 19: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts total caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. 

State 

California ................. . 
New york •••••••••••••••••••• 
Texas ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvania •••••••••••••••• 

Illinois •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ohio ...................... .. 

Michigan ................... . 
Florida .................... . 
New Jersey •••••••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts ••••••••••••••• 
North Carolina ............ .. 

Indlana •••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 
Virginia ................... . 
Georgia ................... .. 
Missouri •••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee ..................... . 
Mary land •••••••••••••••••••• 

Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••• 

Louisiana ••••••••••••••••••• 

Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••• 

11ash I ngton ................ .. 
Kentucky •••••••••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rico ••••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut ••••••••••••••••• 

Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Carol I na •••••••••••••• 

Ok lahoma •••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado .................... . 

Mississippi ................ . 
Oregon •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas ....................... . 

Ar I zona ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas .................... . 

West Virginia ••••••••••••••• 

Nebraska .................... . 

Utah ...................... .. 
New f.1exlco •••••••••••••••••• 

Maine ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island ................ . 

Hawa II •••••.•...•••••••••••• 

Idaho ..................... .. 
New fbmpshlre .............. . 
t~ontana ............ ~ ••••••••• 
District of Columbia ...... .. 
South Dakota ............... . 

North Dakota .............. .. 
Nevada ....................... . 

Delaware •••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wyoming ..................... . 

State 
population 

In Beginning 

Genera I Jur Isdlettan courts 

End 

As percont 
of filed 

End 
thousands _",pe,-,n,-,d,,1 ;.;.ns"-_-,Fc.I,,I..=e..=d_-=:D.:..1 s",p"o",s-=e-=d _--"pe",n",d:.;l.;.:n..,9_ Disposed pen din 9 

21,522 
18,053 
12,599 
11,802 
11,193 
10,690 

9,113 
8,353 
7,339 
5,791 
5,452 

5,313 
5,052 
4,984 
4,787 
4,610 

4,234 
4,125 
3,954 
3,875 
3,653 

3,611 
3,436 
3,214 
3,102 
2,874 

2,844 
2,770 
2,575 
2,365 
2,326 

2,299 
2,249 
2,117 
1,832 
1,552 

1,232 
1,172 
1,071 

936 
884 

833 
827 
755 
700 
685 

645 
613 
582 
477 
408' 

391 

N/A 
66,709 1 

344,282 
96,597 

376,889 1 

193,697 1 

125,312 1r 

302,865 
76,879 

136,438 
28,551 

231,84sr 
94,953 
69,535 1r 

83,724 
148,989 1r 

66,823 
N/A 

10,024 1 

N/A 
56,605 

N/A 
79,948 1 

81,974 
36,331 

133,424 1r 

33,343 
216,311 1r 

97,922 
N/A 

44,212 1 

20,55if 
60,740 I 
57,5861 

N/A 
6,115 

15,965 
22,249 
12,032 

N/A 
24,131 r 

31,678r 

22,872 
N/A 

25,225 1r 

N/A 

3.421r 

N/A 
13,143 
29,215r 

7,946 1 

3,493 1 

667,122 
145,758 
361,949 
292,186 

3,484,572r 

464,438 

1,033,0605 

373,672 
96,557 
68,593 
63,321 

281,131 r 

105,819 
143,61zr 
109,483 
682,475 1r 

112,811 
121,676 
30,562 1 

153,571 1 

103,482 

121,811 
70,699 ; 

111,022 
30,559 

587,92l r 

53,925 
403,011. 
121,051 
59,658; 
83,754 

45, 066C 
84,774 1 

72,729 
53,697 1 

24,447 

28,601 
43,955 
12,384 
10,010 
28,I3if 

262,636r 

24,189 
22,583 1 

307,309r 

4,2101 

9,68SC 
32,082 1 

11,385 
74,657r 

13,250 
9,310 

557,402 
150,949 
339,336 
289,548 

3,268,838r 

476,904 

170,347 1 

359,6471 

86,859 
67,165 
58,789 

281,224r 

105,324 
129,I28 1r 

110,253 
723,231 r 

112,451 
115,706 
29,868 1 

N/A 
100,503 

91,1131 

66,8501 

120,073 
29,268 

593,309 1r 

59,407 
389,358r 

131,461 
N/A 

60,6171 

44,II8r 

82,985 1 

62,124 1 

45,106 1 

23,073 

25,132 
42,156 
11,363 

N/A 
25,408r 

257,215r 

22,268 
14,127 

300,616 1r 

34,689 1 

8,70if 

N/A 
11,966 
78,930r 

10,814 
8,601 1 

N/A 
66,809 1 

366,895 
89,640 

430,575 1 

176,3291 

136,046 1r 

N/A 
86,577 

137,865 
33,083 

232,34zr 
95,448 
84,019 Ir 

82,954 
165,527 1r 

67,183 
N/A 

10,7091 

N/A 
59,584 

N/A 
85,256 1 

72,923 
37,645 

123,047 1r 

28,211 
229,915 1r 

87,512 
N/A 

46,9091 

21,498r 

61,415 1 

52,5051 

N/A 
7,489 

19,434 
24,038 
13,053 

N/A 
26,852r 

37,09if 
24,793 

N/A 
29,I84 1r 

N/A 

4,272r 

N/A 
12,562 
24,942r 

10,0071 

4,202 1 

83.6 
103.6 
93.8 
99. I 
93.8 

102.7 

NC 
NC 
90.0 
97.9 
92.8 

100.0 
98.6 
89.9 1 

100.7 
NC 

99.7 
95. I 
97.7 1 

N/A 
97.1 

NC 
94.6 1 

108.2 
95.8 
NC 

110.2 
96.6 

108.6 
N/A 

NC 

97.9 
97.9; 
NC 

84.0 1 

94.4 

87.9 
95.9 
91.8 

N/A 
90.3 

97.9 
92.1 
62.6 
NC 

NC 

89.8 
N/A 
105.1 
105.7 
81.6 
92.4 1 

N/A 
NC 

101.4 
30.7 
NC 

NC 

NC 
N/A 

89.7 
201.0 

52.2 

82.6 
90.3 
58.5 1 

75.8 
NC 

59.6 
N/A 
35.01 

N/A 
57.6 

N/P 
120.61 

55.7 
123.2 
NC 

52.3 
NC 
72.3 

N/A 
NC 

47.7 
72.4 1 

NC 

N/A 
30.6 

67.9 
54.7 

105.4 
N/A 

95.5 

14.1 
102.5 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 

44.1 
N/A 
110.3 
33.4 
NC 
45. II 

Change In 
pend I n9 

NUmber Percent 

N/A 
1001 

22,613 
-6,957 
53,686 1 

-17,3681 

10,7431 

"N/A 
9,698 
1,428 
4,532 

494 
1,495 

14,484 1 

-770 
16,5381 

360 
N/A 
6851 

N/A 
2,979 

N/A 
5,308 1 

-9,051 
1,314 

-10,377 1 

-5,132 
13,604 1 

-10,410 
N/A 

2,6971 

948 
676 1 

4,919 1 

N/A 
1,374 

3,469 
1,789 
1,021 

N/A 
2,731 

5,421 
1,921 

N/A 
3,959 1 

N/A 

851 
N/A 

-581 
-4,273 

2,061 1 

709 1 

N/A 
0.1 1 

6.6 
-7.2 
14.2 1 

-9.0 1 

_ 8.6 1 

N/A 
12.6 
1.0 

15.9 

0.2 
1.6 

20.81 

-0.9 
11.1 1 

0.5 
N/A 

6.8 1 

N/A 
5.3 

N/A 
5.6 1 

-11. a 
3.6 

-7.S 1 

-15.4 
6.3 1 

-10.6 
N/A 

6.1 1 

4.6 
1.1 1 

8.51 

N/A 
22.5 

21.7 
8.0 
8.5 

N/A 
11.3 

17.1 
8.4 

N/A 
15.7 1 

N/A 

24.9 
N/A 
-4.4 

-14.6 
25.9 1 

20.3 1 

Beginning 

pend i "9 

N/A 
92,I661p 

311,603 1pr 

15,778P 

184,478pr 

731,022 1r 

302,467P 
60,051 1p 

8,902 1P 

157,368 1r 

83,194pr 

N/A 
N/A 

11,340P 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

124,419pr 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

64,582pr 

81,874 1pr 

27,162pr 
7P 

5S,077 lpr 

N/A 
119,OOOIr 

36,709 1 pr 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

56,851 pr 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

51,0545 

1,806 1p 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

12,789pr 

7,521 
24,584pr 

N/A 

Limited 

Filed 

15,243,3155 

847,198 1p 

6,645,113 15 

3,461,410pr 

1,959,617pr 

2,206,717 Ir 

436,106P 

4,267,2735 

2,135,0655 

1,292,757r 

377 ,970pr 

1,598,016r 

450,575 1pr 

20,330P 

N/A 

N/A 
1,124,138pr 

653,911 pr 

564,753 1pr 

N/A 

926,235r 

724,600r 

349,332pr 

524,194r 

616,376pr 

9P 
231,899 1pr 

N/A 
787,040 1r 

311,647 1pr 

275,190 1pr 

539,579 1r 

N/A 
352,17Sr 

549,669Ps 

99,563pr 

177,845pr 
70,043 1pr 

603,0385 

38,984 1 

N/A 

23,0651p 

N/A 
151,232pr 

4,523 
91,531 r 

N/A 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given OOlow. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes cen 00 found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles fer all courts In each state are displayed. 

~/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC ;; The number was not computed because of Incomplete a" Incomparable data. Computatlco of the number was deemed Inappropriate if tlia divisa'"" Was less 

than 10. 
-- = Not app 11 cable. 
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Jurisdiction courts 

Disposed 

13,184,718 15 

3,763,036 1r 

5,002,205 15 

2,738,408pr 

1,979,066pr 

2,126,986 Ir 

409,156P 
3,571,7495 

5,535P 
1,272,515r 

326,885pr 

1,558,906r 

412,936 1pr 
9,494 1p 

175,9895 

N/A 
2,519 1 P 

626,440pr 

467,9441 pr 
N/A 

End 

pend I "9 

N/A 
86,506 1p 

340,240 1pr 

14,261P 

193,489pr 

808,437 1r 

N/A 
62,434 1p 
11 ,056 1 P 

177,759 1r 

162,016pr 

N/A 
N/A 

22,176P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

154,138pr 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

427,621 r 70,086pr 

387,778Ipr 70,651 1pr 

601,774pr 

10,720P 
230,6311 pr 

N/A 
764,331 1r 

345,585pr 

250,570 lpr 

N/A 
N/A 

222,920pr 

495,553 Ips 

N/A 
N/A 

52,744 1p 

597,5835 

174,443pr 

N/A 

109,547 1r 

N/A 
162,815 1r 

4,166 
85,216r 

N/A 

31,978P 
8P 

59,345 1pr 
N/A 

141,340 lr 

37,9171 pr 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

61,692pr 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

56,5095 

3,254 1p 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

14,709pr 
8,230 

30, 768pr 

N/A 

I Data are not comp lete. 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pend I 09 

NC 
NC 
75.3 1 

79.IP 

101.OP 

95.4 1 

93.8 
83.7 
NC 
98.4 

85.5P 
97.6 
91.6 1p 

NC 
N/A 

N/A 
NC 
NC 
NC 

NC 
N/A 

NC 
NC 
NC 

42.9P 
N/A 
N/A 
109.IP 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
NC N/A 
95.8P 23.6P 
82.9 1p N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
NC 

97.6P 

i'C 
99.5 1p 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
N/A 
20.IP 
NC 

NC 
NC 
25.6 1p 

N/A 
NC 

NC 12.2 1p 
91.l l p N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NC NC 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
99.1 

NC 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 

NC 
92.1 
93.1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9.4 

NC 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

9.7P 
182.0 
NC 

N/A 

Change In 
pend I n9 

Number Percent 

N/A 
>5,660 Ip 

28,637 1p 

-I,517P 

9,011P 

77,4151 

N/A 
2,383 1p 
2,154 1p 

20,391 1 

78,822P 

N/A 
N/A 

IO,836P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

29,719P 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

5,504P 

-11,223 

4,816P 
IP 

1,268 1p 

N/A 
22,340 1 

1,2081p 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,831 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5,455 

1,4481 P 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,920P 
609 

6,184P 

N/A 

N/A 
-6.l l p 
9.2 1p 

-9.6P 

4.9P 

10.61 

N/A 
4.0 1 P 

24.2 1p 
13.0 1 

94.7P 

N/A 
N/A 

95.6P 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
23.9P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

8.5P 
-13.7 

17.7P 
NC 
2.2 1p 

N/A 
18.81 

3.3 1p 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10.7 

80.2 1p 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

15. OP 
8.0 

25.2P 
N/A 

POata Were not available fer a II courts In the state. 
rData Include traffic ceses other than parking. 

A II tr I a I courts 

Beginning End 
_"'pe:::n.:.:d'-'l:.!n"-9 __ --'F...!I...!I"'ed"---__ ~D I sposed pend I n9 

N/A 
158,875 1p 

655,885 1pr 

112,375P 

376,889 1 

378,175 Ipr 

856,334 1r 

605,332P 
136,930 1p 
145,340 1p 
185,919 1r 

315,042pr 

94,953P 
69,535 1pr 

95,064 P 
148,989 1pr 

66,823P 

N/A 
134,443 1pr 

N/A 
56,605P 

N/A 
79,948 1p 

146,556pr 

118,2051pr 

133,424 1r 

60,505P 
216,31S lp1· 
155,999 1pr 

N/A 
163,2121 

57,259 1pr 

60,740 lp 

57,585 1p 

N/A 
62,976pr 

15,965P 

22,249 P 

12,032P 
N/A 

75,1855 

31,678r 

24,678 1p 

N/A 
25,225 1r 

N/A 

3,421 pr 

N/A 
25,932pr 
36,836r 

32,530 1pr 

3,493 1 P 

15,910,4375 

992,956 1 P 
7,007,062 15 

3,753,596pr 
3,484,572r 

2,424,055pr 

3,239,777 lr 

809,778P 
4,363,8305 

2,203,6585 

1,356,078r 

659,lOlpr 
1,704,835r 

594,187 Ip'-

129,813P 
682,475 1pr 

112,811 P 

1,245,814pr 

684,473 1pr 
728,324 Ipr 

103,482P 

1,048,045r 

795,299 1r 

460,354pr 

554,75§ 
587,921 r 

670,30l pr 

403,023pr 

352,950 lpr 
59,658 1p 

870,794 1r 

356,713 1pr 

359,964 1pr 

612,308 1r 

53,697 1p 

376,62SC 

578,270Ps 

143,51SP 

190,229pr 
80,053 1p 

631,1775 

262,636r 

63,173 1 

22,583 1p 

307,309r 

4,2101 

32,750 1pr 

32,082 1p 

162,617pr 
79,18if 

104,781r 

9,310P 

13,742,120 15 

3,913,965 Ir 

5,341,541 15 

3,027,956pr 
3,268,838r 

2,455,970pr 

2,297,333 1r 

768,803 1 P 
3,658,6085 

72,700P 
1,331,304r 

608,109pr 

1,664,230r 

542,064 lpr 

119,747 1p 

899,2205 

112,451P 

118,225 1p 

656,308 1pr 
467,9441 pr 
100,503P 

91,113 1p 

66,850 1p 

547,694r 

417,046 Ipr 

593,309 1r 

661,I81 pr 

400,088pr 

362,0921 pr 
N/A 

824,948 1r 

389,703pr 

333,556 1pr 

52,124 1p 
45,106 1p 

245,993pr 

520, 785Ps 
42,I66P 
11,363P 
52,744 1p 

622,991 5 

257,21 sr 
196,711 pr 

14,127P 

300,616 1r 

34,689 1 

118,24JC 
N/A 

174,781 1r 

83,096C 
96,03if 

8,601 l p 

N/A 
153,315 1p 

707,1351 pr 
103,901P 
430,575 1 

369,818 1pr 

944,493 1r 

N/A 
149,0111p 
148,922 Ip 
210,842 1r 

394,358pr 

96,448P 
84,019 1pr 

105,130P 
165,5271 pr 

67,183P 

N/A 
IM,847 lpr 

N/A 
59,584P 

N/A 
85,256 1p 

143, 009pr 
108,2961 pr 
123,047 1r 

60,189P 
229,923 1pr 
146,8571pr 

N/A 
188,249 1r 

59,415 Ip,-
61,416 1p 

62,505 1 P 
N/A 

69,181 pr 

19,434P 
24,038P 

13, 053P 
N/A 

83,371 5 

37,09if 
28,047 1p 

N/A 
29,I84 1r 

N/A 

4,272pr 

N/A 
27,271pr 
33,172r 

40,775 Ipr 
4,202 1 P 

SData Include traffic cases (DWI/DUI. perking. other traffic violations). 
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Table 19, page 2 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pe~ 

NC 

NC 
76.21 

80.6 
93.8 

101.3P 

NC 
NC 
83.8 
NC 
98.2 

92.3P 
97.6 
91.2 1 P 
NC 
NC 

99.7P 
NC 
95.9 
NC 
97.IP 

NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 

98.6P 

NC 
102.6 i p 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
NC 
NC 

NC 
NC 
NC 

NC 

N/A 
NC 

NC 
NC 

59.8P 

NC 
NC 

81.0P 

NC 

59.5P 

N/A 
24.l l p 

N/A 
57.6P 

N/A 
NC 
31.IP 
NC 
NC 

NC 
NC 
41.61 P 

N/A 
NC 

NC NC 
84.0 1p N/A 
NC NC 

NC 

NC 
NC 

NC 
98.7 

97.9 
NC 
62.6 1p 
NC 
NC 

NC 
N/A 

NC 

104.9 
91.6 
92.4 1p 

NC 
NC 
NC 

N/A 
13.2 

14. I 
NC 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 
16.8P 
41.9 
NC 
45. lip 

Change In 
___ p",e:::n",d.:..:I'~~_ 

Number Percent 

N/A 
-5,560 Ip 

51,250 1p 

-8,474P 
53,868 1 

-8,357 Ip 

88,1591 

N/A 
12,081 1P 
3,582 1p 

24,923 1 

79,316P 

1,495P 
14,484 1p 
IO,066P 
16,538 1p 

360P 
N/A 

30,404 1p 

N/A 
2,979P 

N/A 
5,308P 

-3,547P 
-9,909 Ip 

-10,377 1 

-315P 
13,605 1p 
-9,142 Ip 

N/A 
25,0371 

2,156 1p 

676 1p 
4,919 1p 

N/A 
6,205P 

3,469P 

1,789P 
1,021P 

N/A 
8,186 

5,421 
3,369 1p 

N/A 
3,959 1 

N/A 

851P 
N/A 

1,339P 
-3,664 

8,2451p 

709 1p 

N/A 
-3.5 Ip 

7.8 1 p 

-7.5P 
14.2 1 

-2.2 I p 

10.31 

N/A 
8.8 1p 
2.51p 

13.4 1 

25.2P 

1.6P 
20.8 1P 

1O.6P 
II. lip 

0.5P 

N/A 
22.6 1p 

N/A 
5.3P 

N/A 
6.6 1p 

-2.4P 
-8.4 I p 

-7.8 1 

-0.5P 

6.3 1p 

-5.91 P 
N/A 

15.3 1 

3.8 1p 

1.llp 
8.5 1p 

N/A 
9.9P 

21.7P 

8.0P 
8.5P 

N/A 
10.9 

17. I 
13.71p 

N/A 
15.71 

N/A 

24.9P 

N/A 
5.2P 

-9.9 
25.3 1p 

20.3 1p 



Civil caseflow (Tables 20-30) 

The second group of tables (Ta­
bles 20-30) displays 1976 civil sta­
tistics, both pub lished and unpub­
lished, for all the trial courts. 
The first' table in the group shows 
the total civil case flow, while Ta­
bles 21-30 show case flow for indi­
vidual civil case categories. 

Total civil caseflow (Table 20). 
Table 20 displays total civil case­
flow for 1976 in three sections-­
general jurisdiction courts, limited 
jurisdiction courts, and all trial 
courts. The 'states' have been 
listed in population order to allow 
the reader to compare states with 
similar populations. Twenty-seven 
s ta tes rep or ted some da.ta f or a 11 
general and limited jurisdiction 
courts. In addition, the four 
states and the District of Columbia 
that do not have limited jurisdic­
tion courts reported some data for 
their general jurisdiction courts. 

The measure, dispositions as a 
perc·ent of filings, is used in Table 
20, as well as in the criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile tables. The 
measure reveals that the problems in 
keeping case flow current in 1976 
were greater for civil cases than 

for criminal, traffic, or juvenile 
cases. Comparisons can be made by 
examining Figure N, in the previous 
section, where it, can be seen that 
for civil cases in general juris­
diction courts a higher proportion 
of the 'states' have less than a 
90.0 percent dispos:i.tion rate than 
for other case types in general ju­
risdiction courts. Of the 52 
'states' that reported general ju­
risdiction court data (see Figure Q 
below), eight disposed of over 100 
percent of the number of cases 
filed. This fact indicates that 
these states made headway in reduc­
ing pending caseload. In addition, 
21 states disposed of at least 90 
percent but less than 100 percent 
of the number of cases filed. At 
the opposite end of the scale, only 
one state disposed of less than 70 
percent (58.9%) of the cases filed. 
Lack of data prevented calculation 
of the measure for 12 states. 

The number of dispositions in 
limited jurisdiction courts was also 
computed as a percent of the number 
of filings. Of the 47 'states' with 
limited jurisdiction courts (see 
Figure Q above), 4 disposed of over 
100 percent of the number of cases 
filed, and 10 others disposed of at 
least 90 percent of the cases 

Figure Q: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for civil caseflow in trial courts. 

Total civil case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 20). • • • • • 

Civil case categories: 
Auto tort (Table 21) •• 
Non-auto tort (Table 22) 
Total tort (Tab 1 e 23). • 
Contract (Table 24) ••• 
Saa11 claims (Table 25) ••• , 
Property rights (Table 26) • • 
D,:;mestic relations (Table 27). 
:~robate (Table 28) ••• 
Mental hetilth (Table 29) 
Civil appeals (Table 30) 
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Range in percent ----
70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total. 

to to to ,qnd I states' 
79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over reporting --- --- --- ----

0 10 21 8 40 
2 2 10 4 19 
1 1 16 4 23 

1 3 4 4 12 
2 5 1 2 10 
1 6 6 4 17 
1 1 7 3 12 
2 0 9 7 19 
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filed. At the opposite end of the 
scale, one state disposed of less 
than 70 percent. Lack of data pre­
vented calculation of the measure 
for 28 'states'. 

The number of ai$positions was 
also computed as a percent of filings 
for all trial courts data. The total 
number of 'states' i.n each percent 
range differs from the number of 
'states' reporting in, the general ju­
risdiction and limited jurisdiction 
courts for two reasons: (1) there 
are 4 states (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
and South Dakota) and the District 
of Columbia that do not have limited 
jurisdiction courts (thus general 
jurisdiction had 52 'states' re­
porting, While limited jurisdic-
tion had only 47), and (2) in states 
that have both general;,md limited 
jurisdiction courts, the general ju­
risdiction court data will probably 
differ in percent of cases disposed 
from that in limited jurisdiction 
courts. Therefore, the all trial 
courts figure is the number Qf 
'states' that fall within the speci­
fied percentage range after comb in­
ing the cases disposed and calculat­
ing the total as a percent of the 
number of combined filings. Of the 
23 states reporting (see Figure Q 
above), 4 disposed of over 100 per­
cent of the number of cases filed at 

• 

the two levels combined. Figure Q 
indicates that 16 other states dis­
posed of at least 90 percent of the 
number of cases filed. At the op­
posite end of the scale, one ,state 
disposed of less than 70 percent. 
Lack of data prevented calculation 
of the measure for 29 states. 

The end pending cases as a per-
;cent of the number of cases filed is 

also displayed in Table 20. There 
are 33 'states' for which the mea­
sure was computed for general juris­
diction courts and 11 'states' for 
which the measure was computed for 
limited jurisdiction courts. In 
Figure R (below) the measure shows 

.' \ th~t limited jurisdiction courts gen­
erally have a lower end pending case­
load relative to the filing caseload 
than the general jurisdiction courts. 

There were 40 'state~' for which 
the percent change in pending was 
computed for genera 1 ju.risdiction 
courts and 22 for Mlich this measure 
was computed for limited jurisdic­
tion courts. Eight 'states' reduced 
the general jurisdiction pending 
figure and seven 'states' reduced 
the limited jurisdiction pending 
figure (see Figure S below). The 
increase in pending was less than 20 
percent for general jurisdiction 
courts in 27 states and for limited 
jurisdiction courts in 10 states. 

Figure R: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases 
as a percent of filed cases for civil caseflow in tr.ial courts. 

. -,,--' 

Total civil caseflow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction ~ourts (Table 20) 
'State' total for limited jurLsdiction courts (Table 20) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 20) .•..•. 

Civil case categories: 
Auto tort (Table 21) .• 
Non-auto tort (Table 22) 
'roul tort (Table 23). . 
Contract (Table 24) ••. 
Saall claims (Table 25) .•• 
Property rights (Table 26) • • 
Domestic relations (Table 27). 
Probate (Table 28) • • • 
Mental health (Table 29) 
Civil appeals (Table 30) 
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Range in percent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% 
to to to to to and 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over -----------
0 5 8 10 9 1 
4 3 3 0 1 0 
1 3 7 3 1 0 

0 0 0 1 4 2 
0 1 0 1 2 1 
0 0 0 1 7 2 
1 1 2 0 3 1 

12 1 1 2 0 0 
6 1 2 2 2 1 
4 6 7 1 2 0 
1 1 0 2 3 8 
5 2 0 2 0 2 
0 0 0 4 2 0 

Total 
'states' 
reporting 

33 
11 
15 

7 
5 

10 
8 

16 
14 
20 
15 
11 
6 

.. 



Table 20: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts civil caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 

change in pending. 

state 

California •••••••••••••••••• 
New Yor k. ••••••••••••••••••• 
Texas ................. , •••• II 
Pennsyl van I a •••••••••••••••• 

Illinois ................... . 

Ohio •••••••••••••••• "' ••••••• 

1~lchlgan ................... . 
FlorId;::, ••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey •••••••••• 1 ••••••• 

f.1assachusetts ••••••••••••••• 

North Cara I t na •••••••••••••• 

Indiana ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrgfnla •••••••••••••••••••• 
Gear'gla ••••••••••••••••••••• 
MI!:.sourl •••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee ••••••••••••••••••• 
Muryl and •••••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••• 
Lou I s I ana ••••••••••••••••••• 

Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wash I ngton •••••••••••••••••• 

Kentuc ky •••••••••••••••••••• 
Puerto R I co ••••••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut ••••••••••••••••• 

Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General Jurisdiction courts 

State 
popu I at I 0f1 

In Beginning 

thousands • pend 109 F II ad 

21,522 

18,053 
12,599 

11,802 
11,193 

10,690 

9,113 
8,353 

7,339 
5,791 

5,462 

N/A 
66,709 

270,142 

61,553 
344,005 1 

167,984 1 

106,669 
229,856 

49,443 
93,291 

13,269 

501,775 
114,099 
272,601 
178,800 
633,246 

244,569 

127,9n 
243,129 

64,877 
31,085 

10,774 

Disposed 

401,496 

113,287 
250,555 
177,060 
575,465 

256,271 

120,449 
234,395 1 

57,39} 
33,361 

9,391 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

pend I "9 Disposed Pend I n9 

N/A 
66,809 

292,188 
59,717 

397,2561 

,51,380 1 

114,131 
N/A 

56,927 
91,015 

14,652 

80.0 

99.3 
91.9 

99.0 
90.9 

104.8 

94.2 

NC 
88.5 

107.3 

87.2 

N/A 
58.6 

107.2 

33.4 
NC 

NC 

89.2 

N/A 
87.7 

292.8 

136.0 

-----------------------------
5,313 
5,052 

4,984 
4,787 

4,610 

4,234 

4,125 
3,954 
3,875 

3,653 

3,611 

3,436 
3,214 
3,102 

2,874 

N/A 
82,779 
50,903 1 

63,023 
88, 71~1 

49,880 

N/A 
8,261 

N/A 
46,052 

N/A 

71,720 1 

53,236 
32,961 

47,146 1 

173,924 

63,976 
87,133 
74,474 

20B,280 

83,202 

62,158 
21,643 

100,8681 

78,016 

94,325 

59,497 1 

78,476 
26,004 

125,415 

168,710 

63,074 
75,534 1 

73,846 

228,516 

82,153 
54,464 
21,234 

N/A 

75,052 

79,911 1 

55,1101 

85,491 
25,168 

118,771 1 

N/A 
83,681 
62,502 1 

63,651 

103,212 1 

50,929 

N/A 
8,666 

N/A 

49,016 

N/A 
76,104 1 

46,221 
33,797 

47,844 1 

97.0 
98.6 
86.7 1 

99.2 

109.7 

98.7 

87.6 
98.1 

N/A 

96.2 

NC 

92.61 

108.9 
96.8 

NC 

N/A 
130.8 
71.7 1 

85.5 

NC 

61.2 

N/A 
40.0 

N/A 
62.8 

N/A 
127.91 

58.9 
130.0 

NC 

--------------- -----
South Care I Ina ••••••• I •• I I I I 

Oklahoma •••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado •••••••••••• c ••••••• 

Mississippi ................ . 
Oregon ••••• I."" I. I •••• I ••• 

Kansas ••• I ••••• II •••••••• I. I 
Ar I zona •• I ................... . 
Arkansas •••••••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia ............. .. 

Nebras ka •••••••••• w' •••••• , •• 

Utah ....................... . 

New Mexico ••••••••••• " •••••• 
Malne ••••••• ~ ............... . 
Rhode Islan·1 ••••••••••• , ••••• 

Hawaii ...................... . 

Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••• ". 
New Hampsh Ire ................ ' 
Montana ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District e~ Columbia •••••••• 

South Da keta ••••••• , •• I 1" ••• 

North Da keta •••••••••••••• ". 

Nevada •••••••••••••••••••• Ol' 
De I aware ••••••••••••••••• I •• 

Vermont ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Alaska •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming .......... , .......... . 

2,844 

2,770 

2,575 
2,365 
2,326 

2,299 
2,249 

2,117 
1,832 

1,552 

1,232 
1,172 
1,071 

936 

884 

833 
827 
755 
700 

686 

645 
613 
Sg2 

477 

408 
391 

22,215 
134,417 

79,096 
N/A 

39,2381 

18,602 
54,064 1 

49,911 1 

N/A 
5,220 

15,678 
17 ,3D5 
8,188 

N/A 

19,379 

19,783 

18,361 
N/A 

13,139 1 

N/A 

2,908 

N/A 
11,550 
21,997 

7,382 
2,7891 

25,377 
160,562 

83,879 
52,217 
55,799 

37,811 
62,574 1 

59,916 
N/A 

17,232 

25,533 
33,990 

5,851 
6,733 

la,098 

40,245 
17,758 
18,668 

170,059 

N/A 

7,630 
25,106 1 

7,599 
19,559 

10,749 
7,981 

32,214 
146,131 
93,686 

N/A 
45,708 1 

37,059 
62,133 1 

50,394 1 

N/A 
16,250 

22,638 

32,765 
5,024 

N/A 

16,109 

36,663 

16,494 
10,987 

164,621 1 

17,439 1 

6,784 

N/A 
7,944 

23,968 

8,604 
7,2551 

15,796 
148,848 

69,289 

N/A 
42,3591 

19,354 
54,448 1 

53,747 1 

N/A 
6,202 

18,573 
1B,530 
9,015 

N/A 
21,368 

23,365 
19,675 

N/A 
16,009 1 

N/A 

3,752 

N/A 
11,205 
17,5BB 

9,527 
3,5151 

126.9 
91.0 

111.7 
N/A 

NC 

98.0 
99.3 1 

NC 
N/A 

94.3 

88.7 
96.4 
85.9 

N/A 
89.0 

91.1 
92.9 
50.9 
NC 

N/A 

88.9 

N/A 
104.5 
122.5 

80.0 
90.9 1 

62.2 
92.7 

82.6 

N/A 
NC 

51.2 
87.0 1 

NC 
N/A 
36.0 

72.7 
54.5 

154.1 
N/A 
118.1 

58.1 
110.8 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 

49.2 

N/A 
147.5 
89.9 

88.6 
44.01 

Change In 

pend 109 

Number Percent 

N/A 
100 

22,046 

-1,836 
53,251 1 

-16,604 1 

7,462 
N/A 

7,484 
-2,276 

1,383 

N/A 
902 

11,599 1 

628 

14,497 1 

1,049 

N/A 
405 
N/A 

2,964 

N/A 
4,384 1 

-7,015 
836 

6981 

-6,419 

14,431 
-9,807 

N/A 
3,121 1 

752 
384 1 

3,836 1 

N/A 
982 

2,895 
1,225 

827 
N/A 

1,989 

3,582 

1,314 
N/A 

2,8701 

N/A 

844 
N/A 

-345 
-4,409 

2,145 
7261 

N/A 
0.1 
8.2 

-3.0 
15.51 

-9.9 1 

7.0 

N/A 
IS. I 
-2.4 

10.4 

N/A 
1.1 

22.8 1 

1.0 

16.3 1 

2.1 

N/A 
4.9 

N/A 
6.4 

N/A 
6.1 1 

-13.2 
2.5 

1.51 

-28.9 

10.7 
-12.4 

N/A 
8.01 

4.0 
0.71 

7.7 i 

N/A 
18.8 

18.5 
7.1 

10.1 

N/A 
10.3 

18.1 
7.2 

N/A 
21.8 1 

N/A 

29.0 

N/A 
-3.0 

-20.0 

29.1 
26.0 1 

Begl nnl ng 
pend I ng 

N/A 
71,349 1p 

III,J5~ilp 
1O,570P 

105,051 

359,497 1 

155,619 
48,449 

B,90Zip 

52,049 

19,338P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
48,043P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
24,215P 

42,680 lp 

25,033P 

7P 

8,955 
N/A 

22,361 1 , 

24,.873 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

29,494 P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5,493 

1,806P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

7,833P 

7,621 

5,076P 

N/A 

Limited 

Filed 

765,892 
572,166 1p 

284,5731 

220,891 

329,358 

428,620 1 

222,233 

355,791 
387,515 
224,810 

73,652P 
400,925 
87,472P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
332,812P 

125,276P 

59,537 1p 

N/A 

67,661 

62,755 
46,697P 

191,344 

146,I26P 

9P 

47,617 
N/A 

62,030 1 

42,752 1 

31,915 1 

16,225 1 

N/A 

43,810 

23,705P 

13,645P 

38, 693P 

34,I41 P 

11,633 

38,984 
N/A 

7,378 1 

N/A 
27,717P 

4,523 

8,~54 

N/A 

Note: Footnotes that appi y to the data on tills table aro given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 

this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number waS deemed Inappropriate If the dlvlslor was 

I ess than 10. 
NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 

- = Not applicable. 
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jurisdiction courts 

As percent 
of filed 

Change In 
pend I ng 

All trial courts 

Beginning End 
Disposed 

End 

pend I n9 
End 

Disposed pend I n9 Number Percent ~p""e"'nd"'I""n"'g __ --'F"I"'I.;:.e""d __ ....:D:..:I..::s"'po=:s,;G:.::d'-_-'p"'e'"nd"l",n",g'-. 

537,908P 

676,142 1 

196,221 1 

212,590 

346,613 

416,423 1 

223,253 
354,616 

5,535P 

212,208 

58,324 P 

392,374 
69,920P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
125,343P 

35,081 1p 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
54,617 
51,625 1p 

134,924P 

10,720 
46,392 

N/A 

63,361 1 

55,845 
26,3631 

N/A 
N/A 

26,517P 

20,384 P 

N/A 
N/A 

24,555 1p 

10,953 

23,034 P 

N/A 

7,234 1 

N/A 
26,219 1 

4,166 
6,977 

N/A 

N/A 
59,602 1p 

114,527 1p 

9,811 P 

97,575 

372,066 1 

N/A 
49,624 
11,056 i p 

64,651 

17,303P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
48,081 P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
23,652P 

36,590 lp 

28,484P 

8P 

10,180 
N/A 

20,903 1 

25,919 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

30,944P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

6,173 

3,254P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
9,673P 

8,230 

6,944 P 

N/A 

'Data are not complete. 

NC 

NC 
NC 
96.2 

105.2 

97.2 1 

100.5 

99.7 
NC 

94.4 

N/A 
NC 

NC 
NC 

29.6 

NC 

N/A 

13.9 
NC 
28.8 

N/A 
-11,74,7 I p 

3,172 1p 

-759P 

-7,476 

12,569 1 

N/A 
1,175 
2,154 1p 

12,602 

N/A 
-16.5 I p 

2.8 1p 

-7.2P 

3.5 1 

N/A 

2.4 
24.2 1p 

24.2 

--------- --------
79.2P 

97.9 
NC 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
100.IP 
58.9 1p 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NC 
NC 

92.3P 

NC 
97.4 

N/A 

102.1 1 

NC 
82.61 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

86.0P 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

94.2 

NC 
N/A 

98.01 

N/A 
NC 
92.1 

77.9 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
38.4P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
50.6P 

NC 

NC 

NC 
21.4 

N/A 

33.7 1 

60.6 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

53.1 

NC 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
34.9P 

IB2.0 

NC 
N/A 

-2,035P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
38P 

N/A 

N/A 

-10.5P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 

N/A 
O.IP 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
-563P -2.3P 

-6,0901p -14.3 Ip 

3,451P 

NC 
1,225 

N/A 
-1,458 1 

1,046 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,450P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
680 

1,448P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
1,840P 

609 

1,868P 

N/A 

13.8P 

NC 
13.7 

N/A 
-6.5 1 

4.2 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4.9P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12.4 

N/A 

N/A 
23.5P 

8.0 

36.8P 

N/A 

PData were not available for <ill courts In the state. 

N/A 
138,058 1p 

381,497 1p 

72,123P 

344,005 1 

273,035 1 

466,166 1 

305,475 

97,892 
102,I93P 

65,318 

19,338P 

82,779P 

50,903 1p 

63,023P 

88,715 1 

49,880P 

N/A 
56,304 P 

N/A 
46,052P 

N/A 

71,7201p 

77,451 P 

75,641 1p 

47,146 1 

47,248P 

134,424P 

88,051 
N/A 

61,599 1 

43,475 1 

54,064 1p 

49,911 1p 

N/A 
34,714 P 

15,678P 

17,305P 

8,188P 

N/A 
24,872 

19,783 

20,I67P 

N/A 
13,139 1 

N/A 

2,908P 

N/A 
19,383P 

29,618 

12,458P 

2,789 1p 

1,267,667 
686,265 1p 

557,174 1 

399,691 
633,246 
573,927 

556,531 1 

465,362 

420,668 
418,600 
235,584 

247,576P 

464,901 
174,605P 

74,474P 

208,280 

83,202P 

394,970P 

146,921 P 

160,405 1p 

78,016P 

161,9E5 

122,25?1 
125,I73P 

217,348 
125,415 

171,503P 

160,571 P 

131,496 
52,217P 

117,829 1 

80,563 1 

94,489 1 

76,141 1 

N/A 

61,042 

49,238P 

47,635P 

44,544 P 

40,874P 

29,731 

40,245 

56,742 
18,668P 

170,059 

N/A 

15,0081 

25,I06 1p 

35,316P 

24,082 

19,703 
7,9BIP 

75 

939,404P 
789,429 1 

446,776 1 

389,650 
575,465 
602,884 

536,872 1 

457,648 1 

412,009 
38,896P 

221,599 

227,034 P 

455,448 
145,454 1p 

73,846P 

228,516 

82,153P 

54,464P 

146,577P 

35,081 1p 

75,DSZP 

79,911 1p 

55,110 1 P 
140,108 
76,793 1p 

118,771 1 

167,I38P 

156,851 
140,07B 

N/A 
109,069 1 

92,904 

88,496 1 

50,394 1p 

N/A 

42,767P 

43,022P 

32,765P 

5,024P 

24,555 1p 

27,062 

36,663 

39,528P 

10,987P 

164,621 1 

17 ,4391 

14,018 1 

N/A 
34,163 1 

28,134 

15,581 
7,255 1p 

N/A 
126,411 1p 

406,715 1p 

69,528P 

397,256 1 

248,955 1 

486,197 1 

N/A 
106,551 
102,D71P 

79,303 

17,303P 

83,681 P 

62,502 1 P 
63,651P 

103,212 1 

50,929P 

N/A 
56,747P 

N/A 
49,016P 

N/A 
76,I04 1p 

69,873P 

70,387 1p 

47,844 1 

44,280P 

148,856P 

79,469 

N/A 
63,262 1 

45,273 1 

54,448 1p 

53,747 1p 

N/A 
37,I46P 

18,573P 

18,530P 

9,015P 

N/A 
27,541 

23,365 

22,929P 

N/A 
16,009 1 

N/A 

3,752P 

N/A 
20,878P 

25,818 

16,471 P 

3,515 1p 

Tab I e 20, page 2 

As percent Change In 

of filed pending 
End 

Disposed pend f nQ NUmber Percent 

NC 
NC 
NC 
97.5 
90.9 

105.0 

96.5 1 

NC 

97.9 
NC 
94. I 

91.7P 

98.0 
NC 
99.2P 

109.7 

98.7P 

NC 
99.8P 

NC 
96.2P 

NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 

NC 

97.5 
NC 

106.5 

N/A 
NC 

NC 
93.7 1 

NC 
N/A 

NC 

87.4P 

NC 
NC 
NC 
91.0 

91.1 

NC 
58.9 
NC 

N/A 

NC 

N/A 
NC 

116.8 

79.1 
90.9 1p 

N/A 
NC 

NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 

NC 

N/A 
25.3 
NC 
33.7 

N/A 
-11,647 I p 

25,218 1p 

-2,595P 

53,251 1 

-24,080 1 

20,031 1 

N/A 
8,659 

-122P 

13,985 

N/A -2,035P 
NC 902P 

NC 1I,599 1p 

85.5P 628P 

NC 14,497 1 

61.2P 

N/A 
38.6P 

N/A 
62.8P 

N/A 
NC 
55.8P 

NC 

NC 

NC 
92.7P 

60.4 

N/A 
NC 

56.2 1 

NC 
NC 

N/A 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 
N/A 

92.6 

58.1 

NC 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 

NC 
N/A 

59.IP 

107.2 

NC 
44.0 1p 

1,049P 

N/A 
443P 

N/A 
2,964 P 

N/A 
4,384 1p 

-7,578P 

-5,254 Ip 

698 1 

-2,958P 

14,432P 

-8,582 

N/A 
1,663 1 

1,798 1 

384 1p 

3,836 1p 

N/A 
2,432P 

2,895P 

1,225P 

827 P 

N/A 
2,669 

3,582 

2,762P 

N/A 
2,8701 

N/A 

844P 

N/A 
1,495P 

-3,800 

4,013 
726 1p 

N/A 
-8.4 Ip 

6.6 1p 

-3.6P 

15.5 1 

-8.8 1 

4.3 1 

N/A 
8.8 

-O.IP 

21.4 

-10.5P 
I.IP 

22.8 1p 

I.OP 

16.3 1 

2.IP 

N/A 
O.8P 

N/A 
6.4 P 

N/A 
6.l lp 

-9.8P 
-6.9 Ip 

1.51 

-6.3P 

10.7P 

-9.7 

N/A 
2.7 1 

4.1 1 

0.7 1p 

7.7 1 P 
N/A 

7.0P 

18.5P 
7.IP 

10.IP 

N/A 
10.7 

18.1 

13.7P 

N/A 
21.8 1 

N/A 

29.0P 

N/A 
7.7P 

-12.8 

32.2 
26.0 1p 
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Figure S: Number of • states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pending cases for civil caseflow in trial courts. 

Total civil case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 20) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 20). 

Civil case categories: 
Auto tort (Table 21) 
Non-auto tort (Table 22) 
Total tort (Table 23). 
Contract (Table 24). 
Saall cl~ims (Table 25). 
Property rights (Table 26) 
Domestic relations (Table 27). 
Probate (Table 28) 
Mental health (Table 29) 
Civil appeals (Table 30) 

Civil case categories (Tables 
21-30). This group of tables in­
cludes 10 civil case categories: 
auto tort, non-auto tort, total 
tort, contracts, small claims, prop­
erty rights, domestic relations, 
probate, mental health, and civil 
appeals. These tables list only the 
'states' and c'ourts that report the 
particular case type. 

The 'states' have been ranked by 
population to allow for easier com­
parison of caseflow in general and 
limited jurisdiction courts among 
states of similar population. By 
havi ng the da ta in th is order, and 
using the measure of the number of 
cases filed per 100,000 (last column 
in Tables 21-30), developing pat­
terns can be examined. 

These tables reflect the use of 
five comparative measures. The 
first is the rumber of cases d is­
posed during the year as a percent 
of the rumber.of cases filed during 
the year. This rumber indicates the 
ability of the court to dispose of 
its caseload. A low percent here 
indicates that a court is falling 
behi nd in disposing of filed cases. 

The second comparative measure 
used is the number of pending cases 
at the end of the year shown as a 
percent of the rumber of filings. 
If pending cases equal the number of 
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_____ .......;R;.;;a~n;.:;g~e~~!l percent 

-50.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 
~ ~ ~ 49.9%. ~ av.:,:!... reporting 

1 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
4 
2 
o 
1 
o 

7 
7 

10 

2 
o 
2 
2 
6 
5 
3 
6 
o 
1 

27 
10 
25 

5 
4 
8 
5 
5 
6 

16 
12 

5 
2 

5 
4 
6 

o 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 

o 
1 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 

40 
22 
41 

7 
5 

11 
8 

18 
17 
24 
21 
10 

6 

filings (100 percent), then a court 
has a year's accumulation of filing& 
on hand at year end. A percent over 
100 would indicate that the court 
has more than a year's accumulation 
of filings pending at the end of the 
year. 

The third and fourth measures 
deal with end pending figures. Both 
the number and the percent change in 
pending cases compare the number of 
cases on hand at year end with the 
beginning pendings. Like the two 
measures previously discussed, these 
figures indicate the ability of a 
court to handle its case load. 

The fifth comparative measure 
used is the number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population. This mea­
sure should enable smaller 'states' 
to compare themselves with larger 
'states' if data are complete, if 
the 'states' use similar case classi­
fications 9 and if court jurisdiction 
matches. (See Figure T on page 78.) 

This measure indicates that the 
number of cases filed per 100,000 
varies throughout the 'states', re­
gardless of population size. This 
lack of correlation between popula­
tion and cases filed may result from 
any of a number of factors, some of 
Which have been discussed already. 
The most important of these are the 
lack of complete data and the varia-
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tions in the case categories used by 
the 'states' Which make accurate 
compilation of caseload very diffi­
cult. These factors must be re­
membered 'W'hen making any comparison 
of case category statistics among 
'states'. More uniform classifica­
tion of data from individual 'states' 
and courts would permit more effec­
tive analysis in Tables 21-30. 

Cases disposed as percent of the 
rumber of cases filed, shown in Fig­
ure Q and in Tables 21-30, indicates 
that the courts are keeping fairly 
current in disposing of the number 
of cases being filed. A majority of 
the 'states' disposed of at least 
90.0 percent of the number of cases 
filed in all cases categories except 
non-auto tort and =ivil appeals, and 

Table 21: Auto tort caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

many 'states' disposed more cases 
than were fi led.. This ability. to 
keep somewhat cu~rent may be the re­
sult of alternate methods in dispos­
ing of these typ~s of cases such as 
citizen dispute settlement programs 
and the use of rf.!ferees by the 
courts. 

The end pending cases as percent 
of the number of cases filed, shown 
in Figure R and Tables 21-30, indi­
cates that the 'states' have a large 
pending case load. In some case 
categories, end pending cases were 
as much as a year's accumulation of 
cases filed. This buildup is espe­
cially noticeable in probate cases 
(Table 28) Where 11 states reported 
an end pending figure of over 100.0· 
percent of the number of cases filed 

States r~nked by population. Courts reporting auto ·Iort caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per­
cent of flied. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change In 
population of flied ~end Ing Flied per State and court title In 8eg I nn I ng End End 100,000 
thousands ~endJn9 Flied o J s~osed pend I ng Disposed pend I n9 Number Perr,:~..n!.... e:oe:ul atlon Callfornla--Superlor courtl ••••••••••••••• 21,522 N/A 52,574 P 40,138 P N/A 76.3P N/A N/A ,.,,.. 244.3P 

New York--Supreme Court and Coun1y Court'. 18,053 N/A 22.574P 23,202P N/A 102.8P N/A N/A N/A 125.0P Tex.s--STATE TOTAL ........................ 12,599 39,592 P 26,424P 23,374 P 42,642P 88.5P 161.4P 3,050P 7.7P 209.7P 
District Court

' 
••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26,151 17 ,540 15,220 28,471 86.8 162.3 2,320 8.9 139.2 County Court at Law and Constitutional 

Count:r: Court I • ' •••• " •••• ~ •••••••••••• 13,441 8,884 8,154 14,171 91.8 159.5 730 5.4 70.5 Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court l •••••••••••••••••• 20,847 fP 9,113 10,472P 10,147P 21,172P 96.9P 202.2P 325P 1.6P 114.9P 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb,' ••••••••••••••••• 8,353 N/A 9.629J 7,728j N/A 80.3 N/A N/A N/A 115.3 New Jersay--STATE TOTAL ................... 7,339 23,173 30.458 28,498 25,133 93.6 82.5 1,960 8.5 415.0 Superior Court (Law Olvls!on and 

Chancery Division) and Coun1y Court2 .. 18,473f 15,896 13,541 20,828 85.2 131.0 2,355 12.7 216.6 County 0 I str 1 ct Court ' •••••••••••••••••• 4,700 14,562 14,957 4,305 102.7 29.6 -395 -8.4 198.4 Tennessae--STATE TOTAL ..................... 4,234 N/A 6,999P 6,649P N/A 95.0P N/A N/A N/A 165.3P 
Circuit CourtC

, I •••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 6,656 6,308 N/A 94.8 N/A N/A N/A 157.2 Law and Equl1y courtbf I ................. N/A 343 341 N/A 99.4 N/A N/A N/A 8.1 Maryland--Glrcult Court .................. I 4,125 N/A 5,914 P 6,811 P N/A 115.2P N/A N/A N/A 143.4P 
Loulslana--Dlstrlct CourtC , '.1 ............ 3.875 N/A 8,616P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 222.3P A I obama--G I rcu' t Court ' •••••••••••• ,. t) •••• 3,653 N/A 6,966P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 190.7P 
Wash I ngton--Sueer lor Court

' 
••••••••••••••• 3,611 N/A 3,567 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 98.8 Connectlcut--Superlor Courtl •••••••••••••• 3,102 7,417 P 3,062P 2,908P 7.571 P 95.0P 247.3P 154P 2.1P 98.7P 

Ok I ahoma--D I str I ct Court , ................. 2,770 4,473 f 4,398 3,726 5,145 84.7 117.0 672 15.0 158.8 Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver 
Superior Court

' 
••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,575 N/A 751 P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 29.2 P 

Kansas--£) I strict Court , •••• '" •••••••••••••• 2,299 1,497fp 1,260P 1,325P 1.432P 105.2P 113.7P -65P -4.3P 54.8P 
Hawell--Clrcult Court' ..................... 884 1,404 816 844 1,376 103.4 168.6 -28 -2.0 92.3 Del aware--Gourt of Common PI easa ,1 •••••••• 582 N/A 334 P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 57.4P 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting systOOl Information. 
c Judge I n format Ion. 

f8eglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
'Data are not comp I ete. 

lExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
PData were not ava II ab I e for a I I courts I n the state. 

lA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
'2A civil case Is counted when It Is placed on the calendar (has reached Issue). 
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Figure T: Number of civil cases filed in trial COU~tts per 100,000 
population. 

'State' totals for all 'states' reporting: 

'States' 
'reporting Minimum Maximum ~ Mid-poi.nt 

Auto tort (Table 21). ",,' ,.f. 
Mon-auto tort (Table-22). , 
Total tort (Table 23) • 
Contract (Table 24) • • • 
Saall claims (Table 25) • 
Property rights (Table 26) •• 
Doaestic relations (Table 27) 
Probate (Table 28) •••• 
Mental health (Taple 29). 
Civil appeals (Table 30). 

'State' totals for all 'states' reporting filed data for 
all courts handling case category: 

Auto tort (Table 21) ••• 
Non-auto tort (Table 22). 
Total tort (Table 23) • 
Contract (Table 24) • • • 
Saall claims (Table 25) • 
Property rights (Table 26). 
Daaestic relations (Table 27) 
Probate (Table 28) •••• 
Mental health (Table 29). 
Civil appeals (Table 30). 

Table 22: Non-auto tort caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

17 
13 
24 
15 
26 
28 
44 
37 
25 
19 

5 
4 
9 
6 

22 
13 
36 
33 
20 
15 

29.2 
36.1 
57.4 
11.6 

157.0 
2.8 

355.6 
8.0 
0.1 
1.7 

92.3 
46.1 

178.2 
11.6 

157.0 
7.0 

546.5 
8.0 

17 .8 
1.7 

415.0 
136.3 
475.9 

2,129.4 
5,434.0 

16,344.0 
2,129.5 
1,443.9 

204.7 
69.6 

415.0 
117.8 
475,9 

1,143.7 
5,434.9 

16,344.0 
2,129.5 
1,443.9 

204.7 
69.6 

149.2 
80.9 

231.0 
590.1 

1,618.3 
983.0 

1,004.9 
432.0 

71.0 
15.8 

176.0 
76.6 

261.6 
599.0 

1,688.4 
1,828.5 
1,025.1 

426.6 
76.5 
18.0 

125.0 
66.7 

194.7 
339.1 

1,579.5 
110.2 
989.1 
336.3 
61.9 
10.0 

U5.3 
71.3 

238.8 
609.0 

1,664.7 
1l0.1 

1,007.2 
366.9 

62.8 
10.0 

States ranked by poplJh::;tion. Courts reporting nore-auto to~t caseflow. Disposed a~d end pending 
percent of filed. Number and percent char:,:)e in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

as a 

State and court title 

Callfornla--Superlor Court' ••••••••••••••• 
New York--Supreme Court and County Court l • 
Florlda--Clrcult COurtb,l ••••••••••••••••• 
New JersBx:-Coun'ty District Court1 ....... . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Clrc;ult CourtC,l •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Eqult)' Courtb , 1 ............... . 

Maryland--Clrcult Court' ................. . 
Loulslana--Dlstrlct CourtC, I, , .......... .. 
Washington-Superior Court' ••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--Suparlor Court' •••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court' ••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado-Dlstrld Court and Denver 

SuperIor court' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D I strict C()urt , ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--Ctrcult Court1 •••••••• , •••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 
8,353 
7,339 
4,234 

4,125 
3,875 
3,611 
3,102 
2,770 

2,575 
2,299 

884 

8eg I nn I ng 
pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,447P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,641 P 

2,553 f 

N/A 
1,480fp 

813 

Filed 
27,767P 

13,990P 

3,851J 
4 ,469P 

5,164 P 
4,969 

195 
2,282P 
5,280P 
3,182 

, 1,899P 

3,264 

929P 
1,533P 

482 

DIsposed 

20,023P 

11,5779 
3,041J 
4,398P 

5,654 P 

5,465 
189 

3,025P 

N/A 
N/A 

1,531 P 

2,660 

N/A 
1,332P 

398 

End 
pend I ng 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,518P 

N/A 
N/A 
IVA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5,009P 

3,157 

N/A 
1,681P 

897 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pending 

72.IP N/A 
82.8P N/A 
79.0 N/A 
98.4P 34.0P 

109.5P N/A 
110.0 N/A 
96.9 N/A 

132.6P N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

80.6P 263.8P 
81.5 96.7 

N/A N/A 
86.9P 109.7P 
82.6 186.1 

Change In 

pend I "9 

Number Percent 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

71P 4.9P 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
368P 7.9P 
604 23.7 

N/A N/A 
20lP 13.6P 
84 10.3 

filed per 
100,000 

population 
129.0P 

77.5P 

46.1 
60.9P 

122.0P 

117.4 
4.6 

55.3P 
136.3P 
88.1 
61.2P 

117.8 

36.IP 
66.7P 
54.5 

Note: Fo<;>tnotes that apply to the data on this table aro given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the tootnotes can be tound In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each stata are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system InformatIon. 
cJudgEt Information. 
f8eglnnlng pending tlgure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
JExplanatlon ot data Included in the category. 
POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

IClv11 cases are counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
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Table 23: Total torf caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts r;~porting tort (auto tort, non-auto tort, or unclassified tort) case­
flow. Dispos.~d ,Qfid end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100,000 popultition. 

As percent Change In 

State and court title 

State 
poptHutlon 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 

8eglnnlng 
pend I ng 

_--"o",t_f",IC!.I",ed,,-____ --'p"'e""nd"-,~ Filed per 

Ca II forn I a--Super I or Court 1 ••••••••••••••• 
New York--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Supreme Court and County Court 1 ........ . 
Civil Court of the City of New Yorkl,l .. 

Texas--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
District Court l ........................ . 
Count y Court at Law and 

Constitutional County Court', 1 ...... .. 
Ohlo--ST/,TE TOTAL ....................... .. 

Court of COlTVnon Pleas l ................. . 
Count y Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court1 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~1I ch Igan--C 1 rcu t t Court 1 •••••••••••••••••• 
F I or 1 diJ--C 1 rcu It Courtb, 1 ••••••••••••••• " 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL .................. . 

Super I or Court (Law 0 I v I s I on and 
Chancery Division) and County Court2 .. 

County DIstrIct Court l •••••••••••••••••• 
Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of 

Common Pleas , ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
WI scons I n--STATE TOTAL .................. .. 

CI reu It Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court 1 ............................ . 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••• I ••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Courtc ,I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Courtb,1 ............ c ... . 

Maryland--Clrcult court' ................. . 
Loulslana--Dlstrlct Courtc. 1,1 .......... .. 
Alabama .. ·-Clrcult Courtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
Washlngton--Superlor Court' .............. . 
Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL ................ .. 

Superior Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court', •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connect! cut--Super I or Court! ............ .. 
Okl ahoma--D I str I ct Court I., .............. . 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver 

Superior Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--DI str I ct Court , ••••• C> ••••••••••••• 

Utah--D I str I ct Court I .................... . 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Circuit COurt l •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I d.hp--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
Dri\trl~t Court l ...................... .. 
t~ag'stratas Dlvlslona , 1 ................ . 

New Hampshlre--Dlstrlct CourtS ........... . 
North Da kDta .. -O I str I ct Court , ••••••••••••• 
Oelaware .. -Court of COlmlon Ploasa, I ....... . 
Alaska--STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

Superior Courtl .......... c ....... ,.~ ...... ,. 
District Courtl ••••• ~ ••••••••• D •••• " •••• 

12,599 

10,690 

9,113 
8,353 
7,339 

4,787 
4,610 

4,234 

4,125 
3,875 
3,653 
3,611 
3,214 

3,102 
2,770 

2,575 
2,299 
1,232 

884 

833 

827 
645 
582 
408 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

39,592P 

26,151 

13,441 
34,274 1p 

22,924 fl 

168 
11,182 
20,847 fp 

N/A 
24,620 

18,473f 

6,147 

N/A 
1O,379fh 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11,747 
9,801 
1,946 

12,058P 
7,026 t 

N/A 
2,977fp 

N/A 
3,004 
2,217 

787 
1,391 
1,076fh 

:515 fh 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Filed 
80,341 P 

83,IIOP 
36,564 
46,546 
26,424 P 

17,540 

8,884 
35,528P 

19,424 
324 

15,780 
10,472P 

26,096J 
34,927 

15,896 
19,031 

N/A 
8,281 
5,685 
2,596 

12,I63P 

11,625 
538 

8,I96P 

13,896P 

6,966P 

6,749 
5,790 
3,755 
2,035 
4,961P 
7,662 

3,250P 
2,793P 

809P 
2,111 
1,298 

813 
1,484 

934 
550 
N/A 
846P 

334P 
1,331 

870 
461 

Disposed 
60,I61 P 

82,080P 

34,779 
47,301 
23,374 P 

15,220 

8,154 
39,205P 
19,561 

378 
19,266 
IO,I47P 

21,631J 
32,896 

13,541 
19,355 

6,865P 

7,704 
5,344 
2,360 

12,303P 
11,773 

530 
9,836P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7,286 
5,230 
2,056 
4,439P 
6,386 

N/A 
2,657P 

N/A 
1,880 
1,242 

638 
1,206 

778 
428 
792P 
844P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

End 
pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/P. 

42,642P 

28,471 

14,171 
31,565 lp 

22,668 1 

116g 
8,7819 

21,172P 

N/A 
26,651 

20,828 
5,823 

N/li 
10,956 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10,251 
8,326 
1,925 

12,580P 

8,302 

N/A 
3,I13P 

N/A 
3,235 
2,273 

962 
1,669 
1,232 

437 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Disposed 
74.9P 
98.8P 

, 95.11 
101.6 
88.5P 

86.8 

91.8 
110.3P 
100.7 
116.7 
122.1 
96.9P 
82.9 
94.2 

85.2 
101.7 

N/A 
93.0 
94.0 
90.9 

101.2P 
101.3 
98.5 

120.0P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
125.8 
139.3 
101.0 
89.5P 
83.3 

N/A 
95.IP 

N/A 
89.1 
95.7 
78.5 
81.3 
83.3 
77.8 

N/A 
99.8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

End 
pend I ng 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
161.4P 
162.3 

159.5 
NC 
NC 
35.8 
55.6 

202.2P 
N/A 

76.3 

131.0 
30.6 

N/A 
132.3 

X 

X 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
177.0 
221.7 
94.6 

253.6P 
108.4 

N/A 
111.5 
N/A 
153.2 
175. I 
118.3 
112.5 
131.9 
79.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Number 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,050P 

2,320 

730 
-2,709 1p 

-256 1 

-52 
-2,401 

325P 
N/A 

2,031 

2,355 
-324 

N/A 
577 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1,496 
-1,475 

-21 
522P 

1,276 

N/A 
136P 
N/A 
231 

56 
175 

Percent 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5.4 
-7.9

' 
P 

-1.11 
-31.0 
-21.5 

1.6P 
N/A 

8.2 

12.7 
-5.3 

N/A 
5.6 
X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-12.7 
-15.0 

-1.1 

N/A 
4.6P 

N/A 
7.7 
2.5 

22.2 
278 20.0 
156 14.5 
122 38.7 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

100,000 
population 

373.3P 
460.4 P 

202.5 
NC 
2~ 

139.2 

70.5 
332.3P 
181.7 

3.0 
147.6 
114.9P 
312.4 
475.9 

216.6 
259.3 

N/A 
179.6 
123.3 
56.3 

287.3P 
274.6 

12.7 
198.7P 
358.6P 
190.7P 

186.9 
180.1 
116.8 
63.3 

159.9P 
276.6 

126.2P 
121.5P 
65.7P 

238.8 
146.8 
92.0 

178.2 
112.1 
66.0 

N/A 
1$1.2P 
57.4P 

326.2 
213.2 
113.0 

Note, Footnotes that appi y to tho data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this reped, where statIstical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This .case tyPe I, handled by tho court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC = The number was not computed ~6',,~:.)~.I.~D 01 Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 
than 10. 

X = The data tor t~ls caSe type ar9 known to be InclUded In the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt Jurlsdle,!,lon. 

bpartlcular court or rQPortlng system Information. 
cJudge Information •. 

f80glnnlng pending IllIu!'e for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
9Change In pending doeS not equal the difference between tilings and dispositions. 
hFlgure was computed. 
'Oata are not comp lete. 
lExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
POata were not available fo~ all CQurts In the state. 

IA civil case Is counted ;11th the filing of a petltl"" O{. complaint. 
2A civil case Is <:Qunted when It Is placed on tho calendar (has reached Issue). 
5A civil case Is not eoullted In the same way throughout the state. 
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as well as a substantial number of 
cases disposed. The fact that 
guardianship, conservatorship, and 
trusteeship cases, Which may be 
pending for long periods of time, 
are included in probate caseload, 
may account for this large volume of 
end pending cases as a percent of 
the number of filed cases. The case 
category with the lowest proportion 
of end pending cases compared to the 
number of cases filed was small 
claims. This is most likely due to 
the nature of small claims cases; 
that is, they are cases generally 
handled in a special manner to allow 
quick court processing. 

The percent of change in pending 
measure shown in Figure S and Tables 
21-30 indicates that 'states' showing 

Table 24: Contract caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

decreases in pending case figures 
were few, and a large number showed 
increases, but most increases were 
less than 20.0 percent. 

The number of cases filed per 
100,000 population for civil case 
categories is displayed in Figure T 
and in Tables 21-30. Figure T gives 
the minimum, maximum, average, and 
mid-point for all 'states' reporting 
filings of any kind in the case 
category, as well as for 'states' 
reporting filing data for all courts 
handling the case category. The 
greatest volume of cases is in the 
small claims and domestic relations 
categor1es, with non-auto tort, men­
tal health, and civil appeals having 
the lowest volume of cases. 

States ranked by population. Courts reporting contract caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per­
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending~ Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
population 

State and court title In 

thousands 
New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 18,053 

Supreme Court and County Court 1 ••••••••• 
Civil Court of the City of New Yorkl,l .. 

Texas--County Court at Law, Constitutional 
County Court, and Probata Court', I ... .. 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 
Count y Court 1 •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court l ...................... .. 

Florlda--Clrculf Courtb,l ••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey=-County District Court! ....... . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Law and Equity Courtb, , ................ . 
Chancer y CourtC, 1 •••••••••••••••••• , •••• 

Maryland--Clrcult Court 1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Loulslana--DlstrlcT COurtc,I,' •••••••••••• 
Washl ngton--Superl or Court' ••••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court I •••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut--Super I or Court ' •••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court' ••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Olstrlct COurti ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

Circuit Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh I re--O I str t ct COurt5 ........... . 
Alaska--STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

Superior Courtl ......................... . 
District Court' ......................... . 

12,599 
10,690 

8,353 
7,339 
4,234 

4,125 
3,875 
3,511 
3,214 
3,102 
2,770 
2,299 

884 

827 
408 

Beg I nn I og 
pend I ng 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

38,073P 
57,506P 

1,380 
56,126 

N/A 
30,229P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
621 

3,227P 

19,658f 

3,734 fp 

4,827 
1,494 
3,333 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Filed Disposed 
33, 988P 32,294P 
10,350 9,505 
23,638 22,789 

25,I12P 

162,862P 

4,125 
158,737 
28,324 

156,275P 

3,443P 

177 
3,255 
4 ,515P 

26,779P 

18,141 
373 

l,745P 

19,820 
6,375P 

10,110 
1,513 
8,597 

N/A 
3,596 
1,190 
2,406 

23,326P 

173,237P 

4,354 
168,883 
26,638 

155,550P 

3,905P 
144 

3,762 
4,250P 

N/A 
N/A 
467 

l,459P 

14,909 
6,033 P 

9,399 
1,229 
8,170 
3,794P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Eml 
pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

39,859P 
53,098P 

1,1479 
51,951g 

N/A 
30,954 P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
527 

3,513P 

24,559 
4,075P 

5,538 
1,778 
3,760 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pend I ng 

95.0P N/A 
91.8 N/A 
96.4 N/A 

92.9P 
106.4P 

105.6 
106.4 
94.0 
99.5P 

113.4P 
81.4 

115.2 
92.1P 

N/A 
N/A 
125.2 
83.6P 

75.2 
94.5P 
93.0 
81.2 
95.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

158.7P 
32.6P 
27.8 
32.7 

N/A 
19.8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
141.3 
201.3P 
124.0 
63.9P 
54.8 

111.5 
43.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Change In 
pend I ng 

Number 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

l,786P 
-4,408P 

-233 
-4,175 

N/A 
.725P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-94 
286P 

4,911 
342P 
711 
284 
427 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Percent 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4.7P 
-7.7P 

-15.9 
-7.4 

N/A 
2.4P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-15.1 

8.9P 

25.0 
9.2P 

14.7 
19.0 
12.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Filed per 
100,000 

population 
188.3P 
57.3 
NC 

199.3P 
1,523.5P 

38.6 
1,484.9 

339.1 
2,129.4 P 

81.3P 
4.2 

77.1 
111.9P 
691.1P 
502.4 

11.5 
55.3P 

715.5 
277.3P 

1,143.7 
171.2 
972.5 
N/A 
881.4 
291.7 

._..2~ 

Note: Footnotes that appi y to the data on thIs table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. ComputatIon of the number was doemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 
than 10. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
c Judge I n format Ion. 

f8eglnnlng pendIng figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pend I ng does not equa I the dl fference between fIlings and d I spos It Ions. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 

POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

lA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
5A civil case Is not coun!'"dd In the same manner throughout the statet 
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Tobie 25: Small claims caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ran!~ed by population. Courts reporting small claims caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
popu latlon 

State and court title In Beginning End 

As percent 
of filed 

Change In 
pond I n9 

~~ ____ ~~~~~ _____________ ~~ •. ~p~en~d~l~ng~ __ ~F~I~le~d ___ O~l~s~po~s~e~d~~p~e~n~d~ln~g_ 
Callfornla--STATE TOTAL................... 21,522 N/A 434,642 298,l12P N/A 

End 
Disposed pend I ng Number Percent 

Filed por 
100,000 

popu I at I on 
2,019.5 

205.5 
1,814.1 

HC N/A N/A N/A 
Justice Court l .......................... N/A 44,219 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Municipal Court l ........................ N/A 390,423 298,112 N/A. 76.4 IVA N/A N/A 

Penns yl van I a--Ph 11 ade I ph I a Mun I c I pa I 
Courtlu ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court 1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 

County Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court l ....................... . 

.lIchlgan--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
Common Pleas Court of Or;rtroita,l ..... .. 
District Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcipal Court I J 1 •••••••• ,. ••••••••••••• 

11,802 
11,193 

10,690 

9,113 

7,339 
5,791 

6,041P 32,334P 32,935P 5,439P 101.9P 16.8P -602P -:O.Op NC 
37,638h 185,811J 184,161 39,288 99.1 21.1 1,650 4.4 1,650.1 
11,648 84,837 84,768 12,759 99.9 15.0 1,111 9.5 793.6 

1,635 12,419 12,600 l,565g 101.5 12.6 -70 -4.3 116.2 
10,013 72,418 72,168 11,I94g 99.7 15.5 1,181 11.8 677.4 
9,646P 45,658 45,777 9,465P 100.3 NC -181P -1.9P 501.0 

N/A 2,465 2,403 N/A 97.5 N/A N/A N/A NC 
9,642 42,752 42,940 9,454 100.4 22.1 -188 -1.9 469.1 

4 441 434 11 98.4 2.5 7 NC 4.8 
4,529 37,132 36,059 5,602 97.1 15.1 1,073 23.7 505.0 

N/A 122,364 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,113.0 
N/A 116,737 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,015.8 
N/A 3,623 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NC 

New Jersey--County ~istrict Court! ........ 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Boston MUn I c I pa I Court' ••••••••••••••••• 
Hous '"9 Court , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

North Caro I I na--o I str I ct Court I .......... . 
. ___ N~/~A~ __ ~2~,O~0~4 ______ ~N~/~A ____ ~N/~ ___ ~N~~~ __ ~N~/~A ____ ~N/~A~~N/~A~ ____ ~3~4~.6~ 

I nd I ana--STATE TOTAL .................... .. 
Superior Court and ar:·~t;ult Court' ••••••• 
County Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wlsconsln--STATE TOTAL ................... . 
Circuit Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M I nnesota--STATE TOTAL ................... . 
Conciliation Court3 .................... . 
County Court3 .......................... . 

Washlngton--Olstrlct Court and Justices 
of the Peace k, 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connectlcut--Court of Common Pleas 1 ...... . 
lowa--Dlstrlct Court l ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Olstrlct COurt l ................ . 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

District Courtl ........................ . 
Justice Court l , 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebras ka--STAT~ TOTAL .................... . 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Courta,l •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah--Clty Court! ....................... .. 
Malne--Dtstrlct Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode I s I and--Q 1 strl ct Court 1 ............ . 
Hawa 11--0 I str I ct Court 1 .................. . 
I daho--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 
~istrict Court l ........................ . 
Magistrates Dlvlslona,' •••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh I re--STAl E TOTAL ............... . 
District Court5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~lun I c f pa I Court5 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta ,2 •• 
South Oakota--Glrcult Court l , 1 .......... .. 
North Oa kota--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

County Court with I ncroased 
Jurisdiction',' •••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Justice Court', 1 •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Alderman's Court1 ••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Dlstrlct Court' •••••••••••••••••• 
Alasl<a--Dlstrlc1; Courtl ••••••••••••••••••• 

5,462 
5,313 

4,510 

3,954 

3,611 
3,102 
2,874 
2,770 
2,326 

1,552 

1,232 
1,071 

936 
884 
833 

827 

700 
686 
645 

582 
477 
408 

N/A 144,846 N/A 17,831 N/A 12.3 N/A N/A 2,651.9 
253P 58,I65P 40,813P 5,738gp 7<l.2P NC 5,-85P 2,168.0P l,094.8P 

253 17,407 11,833 5,738g 68.0 33.0 5,485 2,158.0 327.6 

N/A 40,758 28,980 N/A 71.1 N/A N/A N/A 767.1 
15,906fh 110,393 110,950 15,349 100.5 13.9 -557 -3.5 2,394.5 

X 163 150 X 92.0 N/A N/A N/A 3. ~ 
X 

8,873P 

4,345 
4,527 

N/A 
N/A 

12,982fh 

56,973 f 

9,929 
9,439 

490h 

l,153P 

1,153 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

'I/A 
47? 

1,754 
14 fh 

1,740fh 

795 
'72 
23 

1,955 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9,256 
2,490hp 

110,230 110,800 X 100.5 N/A N/A N/A 2,391.1 
80,222P 81,429P 7,668P 101.5r 9.6P -l,205P -13.6P 2,028.9P 

37,934 39,446 2,834 104.0 7.5 -1,512 -34.8 959.4 
42,288 41,983 4,834g 99.3 11.4 307 6.6 1,059.5 

20,911 
94,595 
62,416 
63,795 
38,828 
35,466 

2,362 
23,263 
8,182 

15,081 
7,220P 

12,511 
9,062 
1,388 

10,150 
20 

10,130 
18,159 
17,610 

549 
38,044 

N/A 
1,460 

1,190 
270 
N/A 

8,896 
4,985P 

N/A 
N/A 

64.213 
62,384 
38,447 
36,494 

1,953 
7,802P 

7,802 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,319 
1,393 
9,689 

19 
9,670 

16,947 
16,401 

546 
37,936 
9,296P 

1,328 

1,080 
248 
342 1p 

13,308 
3,747P 

N/A 
N/A 

11,185 
58,384 
10,310 
9,411 

899 
l,533P 

1,533 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
467 

2,215 
15 

2,200 
2,028 
2,OOlg 

27g 

2,063 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,844 
3,728P 

N/A 
N/A 
102.9 
97.8 
99.0 

100.1 
82.7 
NC 

95.4 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

69.7 
100.4 
95.5 
95.0 
95.5 
93.3 
93.1 
99.5 
99.7 

N/A 
91.0 

N/A 
N/A 

17.9 
91.5 
26.5 
25.8 
38.1 
NC 
18.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

33.6 
21.8 
75.0 
21.7 
11.2 
11.4 
4.9 
5.4 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-1,797 
1,411 

381 
-28 

409 
380P 

380 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-5 

461 
1 

460 
1,233 
1,229 

4 
108 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
-13.8 

2.3 
3.8 

-0.3 
83.5 
33.0P 
33.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1.1 

26.3 
7.1 

26.4 
155.1 
159.2 

17.4 
5.5 

N/A 
N/A 

90.8 N/A N/A N/A 
91.9 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
149.6 54.5 -4,412 -47.7 

~.--.1hl!.'. __ 1!J.,.!;;23",8::..P __ ..;;4:.::9!-.7:.;.P_ 

579.1 
3,049.5 
2,171.7 
2,303.1 
1,669.3 
1,567.8 

101.5 
1,498.9 

527.2 
971.7 
586.0P 

1,168.2 
968.2 
157.0 

1,218.5 
2.4 

1,216.1 
2,195.8 
2.129.4 

66.4 
5,434.9 

N/A 

226.4 

184.5 
41.9 

N/A 
1,865.0 
1,221.8P 

Note: Footnotos that apply to tho data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the fOOTnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In ooch state are displayed. 

N/A ~ This case type Is handled by tho court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed becauso of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 

than 10. 
X = The data for this case typo are moWn to be Included In the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
fS eg lnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal 

the and p~ndlng figure for the 1975 court year. 
9Change In pending does not equal tho difference botwoon 

filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure '!'las computed. 
10ata are not complete 
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JExplanatlon of data Includod In the category. 
Pnata wore not ava I I ab I e for a I I courts I n the state. 

lA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
3A c I v II case I s counted at the note of Issue. 
5A c 1 v II case I s not counted I n the same wa y throughout the state. 



Table 26: Property rights caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting property rights caseflow. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Callfo,rnla--Superlor Court1 ••••••••••••••• 
New YGlIr k--STATE TOTAL .................... • 

Supretn"J Court and County Court', •••••••• 
Civil Court of the City of NAW Y~rkl, 1 • 

Texas--County Court at Law I , 1 ••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--Phlladelplla Municipal 
Court 1,.t •••••••••••••••• , ••••• ······t 

1IIInols--Clrcult court l ... ' ............ .. 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL .................... ••• .. 

Count y Court 1 ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 

MunicIpal Court! ..................... •••• 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL ................... .. 

CorlVTlon Pleas Court of Oetrolta,I •••••••• 
District Court' ••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • 
Municipal Court' ,1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florlda--Clrcult Courtb,I ••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--County District Court l ...... .. 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Housing Court1 •••••••••••••••• 6 ••••••••• 

Land Court 1 ................... , ••••• , •• , ••• 

State As percent 

population of filed 
In Beginning End End 

thousands _~pe"'n'-'d~l!!ng~ __ F'-'-'""e::!d_~D~1 s",p"-,o"s",e,,,d _....!!p",en!!d"l!!n"g_ Disposed pend I ng 

21,522 
18.053 

11 ,802 
11,193 
10,690 

9.113 

8.353 
7.339 
5,791 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1.978P 

3.622P 3.241 P 

77 .037 P 75.602P 

224 336 
76.813 75.266 

359P 499P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,83BP 

990P 14.243P 14.218P 1.015P 

1.441 h 785 856 1.370 
11,835P 45.478P 46.379P 12.323P 

331 1.924 1,681 570g 
11,504 43.554 44.698 11,753g 

3.807P 68, 820P 65.580P 5,035P 

NiA 31 , 588 29.576 N/A 
3.313 34.088 33,035 4.366 

494 3.144 2.969 669 

_~N~/~A~_~2~OL,9~7~5~~1~9.~3~8~0~ ____ ~N/~A~ 
3,475P 81.479P 82.213P 2,741 P 

8.902 1p 13.185P 5.535P 11.056 1p 

N/A 5.486 N/A N/A 
8. 902h I 7.699 5.535 11,0561 

89.5P 

98.1P 
150.0 
98.0 

139.0P 

99.8P 

109.0 
102.0P 

87.4 
:02.6 
95.3P 
93.6 
96.9 
94.4 
92.4 

100.9P 

NC 
N/A 

71.9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
II/A 
512.0P 

7.IP 
174.5 
27.1P 

29.6 
27.0 
NC 

N/A 
12.8 
21.3 

N/A 
3.4P 

NC 
N/A 
143.6 

N/A 2.405P 2.481 P N/A 
N/A 537 891 N/A 

Tennessea--STATE TOTAL... ............ ..... 4,234 
103.2P 

165.9 
99.2 
82.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Circuit CourtC ,I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Courtb, 1 ................ . 
Chancer y CourtC , 1 ................ , ••••••• 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL ..................... ' 
Circuit COurt1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D I str I ct Court 1 ......................... . 

M I nnesota--Count y Mun I c I pa I Court3 •••••••• 
Lou I s I ana--D I str I ct CourtC , I , I ........... . 

Wash' ngton--Super lor Court t •••• , •••••••• " 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL ................. . 
Super lor Court 1 ......................... . 
District Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connect I cut--Supor I or Court 1 •••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court 1 ••••••••••••••••• 

Colorodo--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Denver Probate court! 

Water Courta, I ••• '" •••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl--Glrcult Courtk,l ........... .. 

Kansas--Dlstrlct COurt l ••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--County Court 1 ................. .. 
Utah--Dlstrlct Court 1 .................... . 
Hawall-··STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

CIrcuit Court! •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Land Courtil,! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Courtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL .............. .. 

D I str I ct CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·Distrlct of Columbla--Superlor Courta,2 ... 
North Da kota--DI strict Court 1 ........... .. 

De I aware--S uper I or Courta , 1 ••••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superlor Court l .............. 1 ... .. 

4.125 

3,954 
3.875 
3,611 
3,214 

3.102 
2,770 
2.575 

2,365 

2.299 
1,552 
1,232 

884 

827 

700 
645 
582 
408 

N/A 259 257 N/A 
N/A 1,609 1.333 N/A 

N/A 236,728 2.112P N/A 
N/A 2.481 2,112 N/A 
N/A 234.247 N/A N/A 
125P 10.357P 10.419P 63P 

N/A 1,758 N/A N/A 
N/A 3.529 N/A N/A 

8,764 14.174 14.188 8.750 
8,394 13,613 13.619 8.388 

370 561 569 362 
1.644P 2.126P 1.909P 1.861 P 

5,511 1 7.678 6.938 6.251 
5,672P 7,113 3.752P 3.764 P 

N/A 5,269 N/A N/A 
5,672 1.844 3.752 3.764 

N/A 75P N/A N/A 

1.152f 2.220 2.251 1.121 
82P 144P 156P 70P 

N/A 106 N/A N/A 
877 973 823 1.027 
231 272 230 273 

76 57 46 87 
570 644 547 667 

42P 1,403P 1,404P 42P 

42 1.393 1.394 129 
o 10 10 0 

444 114.408 114,564 288 
N/A 496 450 N/A 
N/A 636P 572P N/A 
N/A 450P N/A N/A 

NC 
85.1 

N/A 
100.6P 

N/A 
N/A 
100.1 
100.0 
101.4 
89.8P 

90.4 
NC 

N/A 
203.5 
N/A 
101.4 
108.3P 

N/A 
84.6 
84.6 
80.7 

84.9 
100.IP 

100.1 
100.0 
100.1 
90.7 
89.9P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

0.6P 

N/A 
N/A 
61.7 
61.6 
64.5 
87.5P 

81.4 
NC 

N/A 
204.1 
N/A 

50.5 
48.6P 

N/A 
105.5 
100.4 
152.6 
103.6 

3,OP 

3.0 
NC 

0.3 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Change In 
pending Filed per 

100.000 
Number Percent popu I at I on 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-140P 

25P 

-71 
488P 

239 
249 

1,228P 

N/A 
1,053 

:75 
N/A 

-734P 

2,154 1p 

N/A 
2.154 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-62P 
N/A 
N/A 
-14 
-6 
-8 

217P 
740 

-1.908P 

N/A 
-1.908 

N/A 
-31 
-12P 

N/A 
150 
42 
11 
97 

oP 
o 
o 

-156 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-7.1 P 

2.5 P 

-4.9 
4.1P 

72.2 
2.2 

32.3P 

N/A 
31.8 
35.4 

N/A 
-21.1P 
24.2 1p 

N/A 
24.2 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-49.6P 
N/A 
N/A 
-0.2 
-0.1 
-2.2 
13.2P 

13.4 
-33.6P 

N/A 
-33.6 
N/A 
-2.7 

-14.6P 

N/A 
17.1 
18.2 
14.5 
17.0 
O.Op 

0.0 
NC 

-35.1 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

16.8P 
426.7P 

1.2 
NC 

2.8P 

NC 
7.0 

425.4 P 

18.0 
407.4 
755.2P 

NC 
374.1 
34.5 

251.1 

1.1To~ 
227.7P 

94.7 
132.9 
56.8P 

12.7 
6.1 

38.0 

5.738.9 
60.1 

5.678.7 
261.9P 

45.4 
97.7 

441.0 
423.6 

17.5 
68.5P 

277.2 
276.2 
204.6 

71.6 
3.2P 

96.6 
9.3P 

8.6 
110.1 
30.8 

6.4 

72.9 
169.6P 

168.4 
1.2 

16.344.0 
76.9 

109.3P 

110.3P 

Note: Footnotes that appl y to the data on this table are glv~n below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 

this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. 

than 10. 

Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 

iy,ddltlonal Information available. aCourt Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 

cJudge Information. 

Poata were not ava II ab I e for a II courts I n the state. 

fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court )ear does not equal the 

end pend I ng figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the dlffersnce between fll Ings 

and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 
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IA civil case Is counted with the fll Ing of a petition or complaint. 

2A civil case Is counted when It Is placed on the cl.!lendar 

(has reached Issue). 
3A civil casa Is counted at the not9 If Issue. 
5A cl vii case Is not counted In the same way throughout the state. 

Table 27: Domestic relations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked b~ population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseflow. Disposed and end pending 
as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and court tl tie 

Cal Ifornla--Superlor Court l ••••••••••••••• 
New York--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Suprerne Court k, 1 ••••••••• '" ., •• '" '" " 
Faml I y Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Surrogates' Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas--Dlstrlct Court and Domestic 

Relations Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Penns yl van I a--Court of Common P I etas 1 •••••• 
1IIInols--Clrcult Court l ................ .. 
Oh lo--Court of CorMIon P I cas 1 •••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL ................... .. 

Circuit Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

F Jorlda--Circult Courtb, 1 ••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL .................. . 

Superior Court (Chancery Dlvlslon)2 ... .. 
J Uven II e and Domest I c Re I at Ions Court 1 •• 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTI,L ............... . 
District Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Boston Mun I c I pa I Court 1 ••••••••••• , ••••• 
Court of Probate and Insolvency! •••••••• 

North Caro I I na--D I str I ct Court I ......... .. 

Indlana--Superlor Court and Circuit 

Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Vlrglnla--Dlstrlct Court 1 ............... .. 
Georg la--Super I or CourtC, I , 1 •••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of 
Common Pleas 1 .......................... . 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court and Count'J 
I • 

Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit CourtC,l •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and EqUity Courtb,l ............... .. 

Chancer y CourtC, 1 •••••••• , ••••• '" • " ••• 
Maryland--Clrcult Court l .................. . 

M I nnosota--County Court3 •••••••••••••••••• 
Lou I s I ana--D I str I ct CourtC , I and 

Farnll y Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Alabama--Gircult Court l ••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Super I or Court 1 ••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court 1. " ••••••••••••• " • " •••• 
District Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connect I cut--STATE TOTAL ................. . 
Superior Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of COlmlOn Pleas 1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court 1 •• '" ••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Carollna--Famll y court l ............ . 

a kl ahoma--D I str I ct Court 1 ••••• , ••••••••••• 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court! ............... .. 
Mlsslsslppl--Chancery Courta, I ........... . 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Circuit Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DistrIct Court! ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State As percent Change In 
popUlation of flied pending Filed per 

In Beginning End End 100,000 

thousands --,p~e,,-nd=1 n",g,-_.:..F.:..I.!:I e"'d~~De..Ic::s~p~o=:se::!d!........Jp~e~n!!!d.!..1 n~gL 0 I sposed pend I ng Number Percent popu I a t I on 

21.522 
18.053 

12.599 

11.802 
11,193 
10.690 
9.113 

8.353 
7.339 

5.791 

5,462 

5.313 
5,052 
4.984 

4.787 

4,610 
4.234 

4.125 

3.954 

3,875 
3.653 
3.611 

3.214 

3.102 

2.844 

2.770 
2.575 
2.365 

2.326 

N/A 
54.353P 

7.173 f 

47.180 
N/A 

82.355 

23.977 
47.489h 

29.994 fl 

46,6731 

46.613 f 

60hl 

N/A 
9.833 
5,764 f 

4 .• 069f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

27.888 fhl 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6.835P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

168.887 
300,466P 

57,991 
242.475 

N/A 

138,547 

101.426 
90.441 
97.419 
80.699 
60.591 
20,108 

95.989 
85.265 
23.391 
61,874 

46.073P 

5.368 
190 

39.515 
35.949 

65.005 
51.531 
48.902 

N/A 

30.097 1 

47.757 P 

26,771 
2.946 

10.040 
32.601 

14.061 P 

26.605 
39.096P 

38.608 

146,179 
323.401 P 

58.681 
261.052 

3.658 

134.651 

100.950 
81.858 

101.441 
79,214 

59.529 
19,685 

94.042 
83.644 
22.205 
61.439 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

66.757 
47.319 
45.080 

39.114 

30.995 
46,744 P 

26.466 
2,929 

17.349 
26.098 

13,1I8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
39,563P 

6.6719 
32.8929 

N/A 

86.251 

24.453 
56,072 
25,571 1 

47.847 1 

47,675 
172; 

N/A 
11.454 
6.950 
4,504 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15,341 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

30.126 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

85.6 
NC 

101.2 
107.7 
N/A 

97.2 

99.5 

90.5 
104. I 
98.2 
98.2 
97.9 

98.0 
98.1 
94.9 
99.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

101.1 
91.8 
92.2 

N/A 

NC 
97.9P 

98.9 
99.4 

96.2 
80.1 

7.841 9p 93.3P 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

------------------------
19.747 
19.265 

482 
13.367P 

13,347f 

20 
N/A 

9.850 

20,249f 

24.588 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

28.344 
25.475 
2.869 

18.568 
15.453 

8 
3.107 

28,303 

37.491 
37.980 
24,107 

25.152 

25.080 
30 
42 

83 

32.181 
29.595 

2.586 
15.556P 

15.555 
I 

N/A 
24.781 

33.308 
44.728 

N/A 

20.837 1p 

20,837 1 

N/A 
N/A 

15,910 
15.145 

765 
13.272P 
13,245 

27 
N/A 

14.078g 

24.432 
17 .840 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

113.5 
116.2 
90.1 
f\C 

100.7 
NC 

N/A 
87.6 

88.8 
117.8 
N/A 

NC 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
13.2P -14,790P 
11.5 -502 
13.6 

N/A 

62.3 

24.1 
62.0 
NC 
NC 

78.7 
f\C 

N/A 
13.4 
29.7 

7.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

42.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

100.1 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

55.8P 

-14,288 
N/A 

3.896 

476 

8.583 
-4.423 1 

1,174 1 

1,062 
1121 

N/A 
1.621 

1.186 
435 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

2,2381 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
-27.2P 
-7.0 

-30.3 
N/A 

2.0 
18.1 

-14.7; 

2.5 1 

2.3 
186.7 1 

N/A 
16.5 
20.6 
10.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NiA 
N/A 

N/A 

8.01 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

784.7 
1.664.4P 

321.2 
1,343.1 

N/A 

1,099.7 

859.4 
808.0 
911.3 
885.5 
664.9 
220.7 

1,149.2 
1.161.8 

318.7 
843.1 

795.6P 

110.0 
3.3 

682.4 
658.2 

1.242.3 
1,020.0 

981.2 

N/A 

652.9 1 

1.127.9P 

632.3 
69.6 

426. I 
790.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 686.6 

56.1 
59.5 
26.7 
NC 
85.7 
NC 

N/A 
49.7 

65.2 
47.0 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 1,070. 2P 

N/A N/A 1,069.2 

-3,837 
-4.120 

283 
-95P 

-102 
7 

N/A 

4.228 

4,183 
-6,748 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

-19.4 
-21.4 

58.7 
0.7P 

-0.8 
35.0 

N/A 
42.9 

20.7 
-27.4 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

881.9 
792.6 
89.3 

598.6 
498.2 

0.3 
100.2 
995.2 

1.353.5 
1,475.0 
1.019.3 

1.081.3 
1,078.2 

1.3 
1.8 



Tabfe 27: Domestic relations caseflow for trial courts, 1976, (continued) 
State 

State and court tit Ie 
population 

In 
,thousands 

Kansas-STATE TOTAL..... ••••••••••••• •••••• 2,299 
District court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court 1 •••••••••••••• , ••••••••• t. 

Arl zona--Superlor Court' ,1 ••• It ••••• t...... 2,249 

Ar kansas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 't •••• 

Chancery and Probate Court' ••••••••••••• 
Count y Court 1, •••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Nebraska--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
District Court' ••••••••••• : ............ .. 
County Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,117 

, 1,552 

Beg I nn I ng 
pendl ng 

8,467Pf 

8,467 f 

N/A 
16,2581 

14,563 1p 

14,563 fl 

N/A 
2,462 
2,240 

222 

Filed 

22,599P 

22,599 

N/A 
26,052 

25,687 
25,387 

300 
12,221 
10,874 
1,347 

Disposed 

25,181 
22,749 
2,432 

26,571 

22,654 1p 

22,654 1 

N/A 
11,529 
10,193 
1,336 

End 
pend I ng 

8,317P 

8,317 
N/A 

16,273g 

15,758 1 P 
15,758 1 

N/A 
3,154 
2,921 

233 
----------------

Utah--Dlstrlct COurt l .................... . 
Ma I ne--D I str I ct Court 1 ••• " ••••••••••••••• 

Rhode Islalld--Famll y COurtl .............. . 
Hawall--Clrcult Court!, ••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
District Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
,.,aglstrates Olvlslona,' ••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampshlre--STATE TOTAL ............... . 
Superior Court5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court5 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DistrIct of Columbla--Superlor Courta,2 ... 
South Oakota--Clrcult Courtl, 1 ........... . 

North Da k:Jta--D I str I ct Court 1 ........... .. 
Nevada--D I str I ct Court I , ' •••••••••••••• " • 

Del aWare--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• l ••••••• 

Super I or Courta , ' ••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 

Farnll y COurta,' •••••••••••••• " ••••••• ". 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
01 str I ct Court 1 ......................... . 
Probate Court ' ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 

Alaska--Superlor Court' ................. .. 

1,232 
1,071 

936 
884 

833 

827 

700 

686 
645 
613 

582 

477 

408 

N/A 8,815 
N/A 7,364P 

N/A 5,115 
5,694 10,276 

5,031 
2,073 fh 

2,958fh 

6,002P 

6,002 

N/A 

6,531 f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,342P 

1,288 
54 

4,202 
2,402 

1,561 
239 
N/A 

11,632 
4,999 
6,633 

12,542 
9,610 
2,932 

6,731 
N/A 

3,618 
13,054 

3,664 P 

1,765 
1,899 
5,155 
2,798 

637 
1,720 
6,158 

N/A 
N/A 

2,805 1 

9,595 

10,855 
4,102 
6,753 
9,186P 

9,186h 

N/A 

5,766 
2,912 
3,138 

N/A 

3,781 P 

2,797 
_ 984 

4,898 
2,717 

466 
1,715 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,375 

5,808 
2,970 
2,838 
6,426P 

6,426 
N/A 

7,496 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,225P 

256 
969 

4,459 
2,483 
1,732 

244 
N/A 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed~ 

NC 
100.7 

N/A 
102.0 

NC 
NC 

N/A 
94.3 
93.7 
99.2 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

93.4 

93.3 
82.1 

101.8 
NC 

95.6 
N/A 

85.7 

N/A 
86.7 

N/A 

103.2P 

158.5 
51.8 
95.0 
97.1 
73.2 
99.7 

N/A 

36.8P 

36.8 

N/A 
62.5 

NC 
NC 

N/A 
25.8 
26.9 
17.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
62.0 

49.9 
59.4 
42.8 
NC 

66.9 
N/A 

II 1.4 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

33.4 P 

14.5 
51.0 
86.5 
88.7 

271.9 
14.2 

N/A 

Table 27, page 2 
Change In 

pend I ng 

Number Percent 

-150P 
-150 

N/A 
15 

1,195 1p 

1,195 1 

N/A 
692 
681 

" 

1.8P 

-1.8 
N/A 

0.1 

8.2 1p 
8.2 1 

N/A 
28.1 
30.4 
5.0 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
681 12.0 

777 15.4 
897 43.3 

-120 -4.1 
424P 7.IP 

424 7.1 
N/A N/A 

965 14.8 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

-117P -8.7P 
-1,032 -80.1 

915 1,694.4 
257 6.1 

81 3.4 
171 11.0 

5 2.1 
N/A M/A 

Filed per 
100,000 

populat!on 

983.0P 

983.0 
N/A 

1,158.4 

1,213.4 
1,199.2 

14.2 
787.4 
700.6 

86.8 

715.5 
687.6P 

546.5 
1,162.4 

1,396.4 
600.1 
796.3 

1,516.6 
1,162.0 

354.5 

961.6 
N/A 
560.9 

2,129.5 

629.6 P 

303.3 
326.3 

1,080.7 
586.6 

133.5 
360.6 

1,509.3 

Note: Footnotes that appJ y to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II 
of this report, Where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomp".\rable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor 
was I ass than 10. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 

bPartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge I nformat Ion. 

fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year dO<ls not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and olsposltlons. 
hF I gure was computed. 

I Data are not camp I ete. 

"Additional :,formatlon available. 
PData were not available for a/I courts In the s1'ati3. 

IA civil case Is counted with the fll Ing of a petition or complaint. 
2A civil case Is counted when It Is placed on the calenda~ (has reached Issue). 
3A cl vi I case Is counted at the note of Issue. 

5A clv! I case Is not counted In the same way throughout the state. 
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Table 28: Probate caseflow for trial courts, 1976, 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting probate caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per­
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population, 

state and court t It I e 

Callforllla--Superior Court l ............. .. 
New York--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Farnll y Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SUrrogates Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas-..county Court at Law, Constitutional 
County Court, and Probate Court', , .... 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Comnon Pleas 1 .... .. 
1IIInols--Clrcult COurt1 ................. . 
Ohlo--Court of Common Pleas' •••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Probate COurt1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb,l ............... .. 

New Jersey--Super I or Court (Chancery 
Dlvlslonl and County Court2 ......... .. 

Massachusetts--Court of Probate and 
Insolvency1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I nd I ana--STATE TOTAL .................... .. 
Superior Court and Circuit Court1 ...... . 
Probate Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wlsconsln--County Court! ................ . 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 

Law and Equity Courtb, I ......... ,·; ...... 
Chancer y CourtC , , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Clrcult Court1 •••••••••••••••••• 
M I nnesota--County Court3 ................. . 
Washlngton--Superlor Court1 ••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky County Court, Quarter I y Court 

Pollee Court, and Justice Courtb,l ... . 
Connect I cut--STATE TOTAL ................ .. 

Superior Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court 1 ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 

I owa--D I str 1 ct Court , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
o kl ahoma--D I str I ct Court 1 ••••••••••••••••• 
Co I orado--D 1 str I ct Court and 

Denver Probate Court 1 ............... .. 
Mlsslsslppl--Chancery COurta, 1 ........... . 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Circuit Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court 1 ......................... . 
County Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--Probato Court l •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arlzona--Superlor Court l , 1 ............. .. 
Arj(ansas--Chancery and Probate Courtt .... . 

Nebras ka--Count y Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--D I str I ct Court 1 ••••••• io ••••••••••••• 

Hawal'--Clrcult Court' •••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 

District Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslona,l ............... .. 

New Hampsh I re--Probate Court5 ••••••••••••• 
Montana--D I str I ct Court 1 ................ .. 
DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor Courta,2 .. . 
South Da i<Dta--C I rcu It Court I, I ......... '" 
North Dai<Dta--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

District Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Count y Court wIth Increased 

Jurlsdlctlonl, I .................... .. 
County Probate Court' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Nevada--D I str I ct Court I , i •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Court of Chancery' •••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Probate Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

A I as k5--S uper I or Court' ................. .. 
Wyomlng--Olstrlct Court i , 1 .............. . 

state 
population 

In Beginning 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 

12,599 

",802 
11,193 
10,690 
9,113 
8,353 

7,339 

5,791 
5,313 

4,610 
4,234 

4,125 
3,954 
3,611 

3,436 
3,102 

2,874 
2,770 

2,575 
2,365 
2,326 

2,299 
2,249 
2,117 
1,552 
1,232 

884 
833 

827 
755 
700 
-686 
645 

613 
582 
477 
408 
391 

pendIng 

N/A 
226P 
226 
N/A 

N/A 
1,719 

N/A 
81,303 fl 

284,113h 

N/A 

N/A 
8,862P 

N/A 
8,862 

16,969fhl 

N/A 
N/A 

\.; N/A 

N/A 
28,007Jp 

N/A 

N/A 
271P 
271 
N/A 
N/A 

15,716f 

18,722f 

N/A 
14,940 
14,087 

438 
415 

16,587fl 

6,743 fl 

13,393 fl 

21,010 
1,887f 

6,867J 
2,760 fh 

69 fh 

2,691 fh 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,806 
7,382 

N/A 
N/A 

Filed 
62,590 
54,275 1 

924 
53,351 1 

54,925P 

20,075 
33,533 
77 ,925 
40,855 
36,776J 

584 

61,847 
26,364 
21,855 
4,509 

13,090 
1,476P 

170 
1,306 

539 P 

9,281Jp 

16,329 

20,097 
42,462 

186 
42,276 
22,896 
13,679 

6,297 
6,789 
6,525 
6,244 

123 
158 

7,543 1 

7,130 
7,119 

11,059 
3,226 
2,141J 
4,044 

25 
4,019 

11,941 
3,570 
2,568 

N/A 
3,032 

13 

1,677 
1,342 
1,247 
2,244 
2,796 

799 
N/A 

Olsposed 
61,968 
80,896 

815 
80,081 

N/A 
20,118 
29,003 
83,678 
42,725 
38,257J 

519 

N/A 
24,338 
19,975 
4,363 

41,826 
1,321 P 

135 
1,186 

545P 
9,524Jp 

12,450 

N/A 
179P 
179 
N/A 

16,950 1 

12.884 

5,966 
N/A 

6,542 
6,178 

211 
153 

17,576 
6,013 
3,704 1 

10,788 
2,848 
1,982J 
3,495 

77 
3,418 

N/A 
1,094 

N/A 
47 

2,179 
13 

1,083 
1,083 

N/A 
2,287 
2,446 

N/A 
2,132 1 

End 
pend 1 n9 

N/A 
389P 
3899 
N/A 

N/A 
1,676 

N/A 
70,2769 1 

282,243 
N/A 

233 

N/A 
9,113 P 

N/A 
9,1139 

16,985 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

27,8009Jp 

N/A 

N/A 
278P 
278 
N/A 
N/A 

16,511 

19,053 
N/A 

14,92.3 
14,153 

350 
420 

17 ,659 1 

7,2729 1 

13,970 1 

21,281 
2,265 
7,026J 
3,309 

17 
3,292 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,763 
7,984g 

N/A 
N/A 

As percent 
of filed 

01 sposed 

99.0 
NC 

S8.2 
NC 

N/A 
100.2 
86.5 

107.4 
104.6 
104.0 

88.9 

N/A 
92.3 
91.4 
96.8 

319.5 
89.5P 

79.4 
90.8 

101.IP 
102.6P 
76.2 

N/A 
NC 
96.2 

N/A 
NC 
94.2 

94.7 
N/A 
100.3 
98.9 

171.5 
96.8 
NC 
84.3 
NC 
97.5 
88.3 
92.6 
86.4 

308.0 
85.0 

N/A 
30.6 

N/A 
N/A 

71.9 
100.0 

64.6 
80.7 

N/A 
101.9 
87.5 

N/A 
N/A 

End 
pend I n9 

N/A 
NC 
42.1 

N/A 

N/A 
8.3 

N/A 
NC 

690.8 

N/A 

39.9 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
202.1 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
299.5P 
N/A 

N/A 
NC 

149.5 
N/A 
N/A 
120.7 

302.6 
N/A 
228.7 
226.7 
284.6 
265.8 
234.1 1 

102.0 1 

NC 
192.4 
70.2 

328.2 
81.8 
68.0 
81.9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
301.4 
285.6 

N/A 
N/A 

Change In 
pend I n9 

Number Percent 

N/A 
163P 
163 
N/A 

N/A 
-43 
N/A 

-11,027 1 

-1,870 
N/A 

65 

N/A 
251P 
N/A 
251 

16 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-207P 

N/A 

N/A 
7P 
7 

N/A 
N/A 
795 

331 
N/A 
-17 

66 
-88 

5 
1,072 1 

529 1 

5771 

271 
378 
159 
549 
-52 
601 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-43 
602 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
72.IP 

72.1 
N/A 

N/A 
-2.5 

N/A 
-13.61 

-0.7 
N/A 

38.7 

N/A 
2.8P 

N/A 
2.8 
0.1 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-0.7P 
N/A 

N/A 
2.6P 
2.6 

N/A 
N/A 

5.1 

1.8 
N/A 

-0.1 
0.5 

-20.1 
1.2 
6.5 1 

7.8 1 

4.3 1 

1.3 
20.0 
2.3 

19.9 
-75.4 
22.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-0.6 
8.2 

N/A 
M/A 

Flied per 
100,000 

population 
290.8 
~OO.6 

5.1 
~95.5 

435.9P 
170.1 
299.6 
729.0 
448.3 
440.3 

8.0 

1,068.0 
496.2 
411.3 
84.9 

283.9 
34.9P 

4.0 
30.8 
13.IP 

234.7P 
452.2 

584.9 
1,368.9 

6.0 
1,362.9 

796.7 
493.8 

244.5 
287.1 
280.5 
268.4 

5.3 
6.8 

328.1 1 

317.0 
336.3 
712.6 
261.9 
242.2 
485.5 

3.0 
482.5 

1,443.9 
472.8 
366.9 
N/A 
470. I 

2.0 

260.0 
208. I 
203.4 
385.6 
586.2 
195.8 
N/A 

Note: Footnotes that appl y to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 

this report, where statistical profiles for al I courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handleo by the court, but the data are unovallable. 
NC ::; The number was not computed because of Inqomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate if the divisor was less 

than 10. 

aCou,·t Jurisdiction. 
bpart I cu I ar court or report I ng system I n format Ion. 
'-Judge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal 

the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings 

and dispositions. 
\'IF I gUre was computed • 
IData are not comp lett, .. 
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JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
PData were not available for all courts In the state. 

lA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
2A civil case Is counted when It Is placed on tho calendar (has 

reachod Issue). 
3A cl vII case Is counted at the note of Issue. 
SA civil case Is not counted In the same way throughout the state. 
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Table 29: Mental health caseflow for t,rial courts, 1976. 
States raiCIlJted by populatielJl. Courts reporting mental health caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

------~ .. "",.----~-~,,;.---, 

state and court title 

Call for,,\la--Super-for Court1 ............... . 
New York--Famll y CO;Jrt 1. ~~, ••••• , .••••••••• 
Pannsylvanla--Court of Common Pleas' •••••• 
III f"nols--Clrcult Court 1 , ............... t .. 
Oh Io--Cuurt of Common P l.:tas 1 •••••••• fit ..... . 

State 
population 

In 
thousan.1's 

21,522 
18,Q53 
11,802 
11,193 
10,690 

BegInnIng 
pend I n9 

N/A 
oP 

306 
l,424h 

N/A 

Filed 

6,514 
17P 

6,628 
8,515 
6,340 

Disposed 

6,108 
30P 

6,706 
8,466 
7,232 

End 
pend I ng 

NIA 
ogp 

228 
1,473 

NIA 

As percent 
of fll ed' 

·End 
Disposed pend I n9 

93~8 

176.5P 

101.2 
99.4 

114.1 

NIA 
O.Op 
3.4 

17.3 
N/A ._._- ---- -------------- ------

M Ich Igan-...p~obate Court1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Court b,l ........ u ••••• " •• 

Massachusetts--D 1 str I ct Court 'I .......... .. 

W f scon~ I n--County Court 1 •• i'" ........... . 
Wash I ng"h?n--Super I or Court ~ •••••••••• ~ • •• 

conne~t I~ut--Probate Court , •••• • ~: •• ~ ••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Courtl ................ ., 
Co I orado--o I str I ct Court, Denver Probate 

Court, and Denver Juvenile Court l ...... 
Mlsslsslppl--Ghancery ~.ourta, I ••••••••••• 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ................... , ... . 
Circuit Court1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Arlzona--Superlor Courtl, 1 ••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Che'lcery and Probate Court 1 ••••• 

Utah--olstrlct Court1 ................... .. 
Ma 1119--0 I str I ct Court 1 •••••••••••• '" .... . 
I daho--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 

District Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslona,I ................ . 

New HampshI re--Probate CourtS ••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta,2 
South Dakota--C I reu I t Court I , 1 ............ . 
N9rth Oakota--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

County Court with InGreased 
Jurlsdlctlon l ,l ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Probate Court 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

N evada--o I str I ct Court I , ' ................. . 
De I aware--Court of Chancery 1 •••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL ..................... . 

District court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court 1 .......................... . 

Alaska--Superlor Court1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

9,113 
8,353 
5,791 
4,610 
3,611 

3,102 
2,770 

2,575 
2,365 

2,326 

2,249 
2,117 

1,232 
1,071 

833 

827 

700 
686 
645 

613 
582 
477 

408 

2,450h 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
800 f 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

l,340f I 

NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
161 

2fh 

159 fh 

N/A 

70 
NIA 
NIA 

MIA 
NIA 

NIA 
151 P 

19 
19 
o 

N/A 

6,748 
10,891J 

l,899P 

NIA 
2,679 

5,p,31 P 

2,810 

1,923 
3,599 

4,762 
4,707 

41 
14 

400 1 

1,310 

648 
418 
202 

201 
182P 

760 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

390 
12P 

378 
371 

7 
203 

3,679 
1I,742J 

NIA 
2,845 

NIA 

N/A 
2,661 

1,847 
N/A 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
4111 

NIA 

750 
NIA 
167 

165 
NIA 

726 
619P 

926 

747 
179 

NIA 
3P 

346 
341 

5 
NIA 

5,519 
lilA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIA 
949 

807 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

1,32691 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
196 

I 
195 
NIA 

104 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
160P 
51 
49 

2 

NIA 

54.5 
107.8 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

NIA 
94.7 

96.0 
NIA 

NIA 
N/.~ 

NIA 
NIA 
102.8 1 

NIA 

115.7 
NIA 

82.7 
NC 
82.1 

NIA 

95.5 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

81.8 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
33.8 

42.0 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
331.5 1 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

97.0 
NC 
97.0 

NIA 

13.7 
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA NIA 
25.0 P 1,333.3P 

91.5 13.5 
91.9 
71.4 

NIA 

13.2 
28.6 

NIA 

Chall!Je In 
pend I 09 

N umber Percent 

N/A 
o 

-78 
49 

N/A 

3,069 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
149 

76 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
-14 1 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

35 
-I 
36 

NIA 

34 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
9P 

32 
30 

2 
NIA 

N/A 

-25.5 
3.4 

NIA 

125.3 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
18.6 

10.4 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
-1.0 1 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

21.7 
NC 
22.6 

NIA 

48.6 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
6.0P 

168.4 
157.9 
NC 

NIA 

Filed per 
100,000 

population 

30.3 
O.l P 

56.2 
76.1 
59.3 

74.0 
130.4 
32.8P 

NIA 
74.2 

188.0P 

101.4 

74.7 
152.2 

204.7 
202.4 

1.8 
0.6 

17.8 1 

61.9 

52.6 
39.0 
24.2 
0.1 

24.1 
22.0P 

108.6 
N/A 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

63.0 
2.1 P 

79.2 
77.8 

1.5 
49.8 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

Nt A = Th I s case type I s hand I ad by the court, but the data are unava I I ab I e. 
NC :: The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Inccrnparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 

than 10. 
-- = Not applicable. 

acourt Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChang6 In pending does not equal the difference between fll tngs and dispositions. 
hFlgure was computed. 
IOata are not complete. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

IA civil case Is counted with the fill ng of a petition or cOOlpla Int. 
2A cIvil caSe Is counted when It Is placed on the calendar (has reached Issue). 
5 A c I v I I case I s not counted 1 n the same way throughout the state. 
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Table 30: Civil appeals caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

States rank~d by population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseflow. Disposed and end pending 
percent of flied. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

as a 

state and court title 

Callfornta--Superlor Court1 ••••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Circult Court l •••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Circult Courtb,l ................ . 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Olstrlc1" Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Boston Municipal Court 1 ••••••••••••••••• 

Wisconsin--STATE TOTAL ................... . 
Circuit Court1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Couniy Court , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Ctrcutt Court l •••••••••••••••••• 
Louis lana--Dlstrlct CourtC, 1,1 ........... . 
AJabama--Cfrcult Court1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Wash I ngton--Superl or Court 1 ••••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court' •••••••••••••• 
Connecttcut--Superlor Court1, ••••••••••••• 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and 

Denver Superior Court1 ••••••••••••••••• 
MJsslsslppJ-~lrcult Courtk, , ............ . 

Utah--Olstrlct Court1 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court1 ........... .. 
I daho--O I str I ct Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh I re--Superl or CourtS •••••••••••• 
North Oakota--D I str I ct Court 1 ••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Super lor Court 1 •••••••••••••••••• 

state 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
9,113 
8,353 
5,791 

4,61.0 

4,125 
3,875 
3,653 

3,611 
3,214 
3,102 

2,575 
2,365 

1,232 
936 
833 
827 
645 
477 

BegInning 
pend I ng 

NIA 
430 f 

1,261 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

543 fh 

X 
X 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
132J 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
109 fh 

40 
NIA 
495J 

FII ed 

9,092 
559 
833 
143P 
105 
38 

613 
570 
43 

768 
65 

1,725 

520 
147 
211 J 

113 
52 

152 
25 
65P 

332J 

Disposed 

8,478 
481 
474 1 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

557 
464 
93 

677 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
173J 

NIA 
NIA 

End 
pendIng 

NIA 
:l08 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

599 
X 
X 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
1701 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
149 
48 

NIA 
486J 

As percent 
of filed 

Disposed 

93.2 
86.0 
NC 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

90.9 
81.4 

216.3 
88.2 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

82.0 

N/A 
NIA 

74.3 
NIA 

73.7 
68.0 
70.8P 

103.0 

End 
pend I n9 

NIA 
90.9 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

97.7 
X 
X 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

80.6 

N/A 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

98.0 
192.0 
NIA 
146.4 

Change In 
pend Ing 

N umber Percent 

NIA NIA 
78 18.1 

NIA NIA 
NIA NIA 
NIA NIA 
NIA NIA 

56 
X 
X 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

38 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

40 
8 

NIA 
-10 

10.3 
X 
X 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

28.8 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 
NIA 

36.7 
20.0 

NIA 
-2.0 

Filed per 
100,000 

populatIon 

42.2 
6.1 

10.0 
2.5P 
1.8 

NC 

13.3 
12.4 
0.9 

18.6 
1.7 

47.2 

14.4 
4.6 
6.8 

2.3P 

14.8P 

9.2 
5.6 

18.2 
3.0 

10.1 P 
69.6 

Note: 
Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found in Part II of 

thIs report, where.statlstlcal profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A:: This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or incomporable data. 

than 10. Canputatlon of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 

x = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total, but Were not available by category. 

~arttcular court or reporting system InformatIon. 
cJudge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure f th 1976 t or e cour year does not equal the end pendl ng figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFlgure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 

hxplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 

POata were not avaIlable for all courts In the state. 

IA civil case Is counted with the filIng of a petition or complal 'i. 
SA cIvil case Is not counted In tho sane way throughout the state. 
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Criminal caseflow (Tables 31-39) 

The third group of tables (Ta­
bles 31-39) displays the criminal 
statistics available in 1976, both 
published and unpublished. All 
criminal data are arranged according 
to the unit the 'state' uses in 
counting cases, with the 'states' 
further arranged by population 
within the unit of count groupings. 

The reader should note that 
traffic cases are not included in 
Tables 31-39. Traffic caseload is 
covered in a separate section of 
this report, "Traffic Caseflow," in 
order that criminal caseload data 
will be as precise and uniform as 
possible. In some courts the crimi­
nal and traffic data could not be 
separated. For these courts the da­
ta are included in the total case­
flow, but are not included in either 
the criminal or the traffic tables. 

The criminal tables have been 
grouped into three subsets. The 
first subset is Table 31, which 
shows total criminal case flow. In 
the second subset (Tables 32-37), 
case flow in trial courts is broken 
down into criminal case categories 
by jurisdiction. In some 'states' 
certain case categories are handled 
in both general jurisdic tion and 
limited jurisdiction (~ourts; in oth­
er 'states' these categories are 
handled by only one court. Finally, 
the last subset is made up of Tables 
38 and 39, which display the types 
of criminal dispositions reported 
for trial courts, and includes com­
prehensive data on criminal trials 
in 1976. 

As in the tables showing civil 
case flow and total civil caseflow, 
several measures are used to allow 
comparisons among 'states'. These 
include the number of cases dis­
posed, shown as a percent of the 
number of cases filed during the 
year; the number of pending cases at 
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the end of the year, shown as a per­
cent of the number of cases filed; 
the number and percent of change in 
year-end pending cases as compared 
to beginning pending figures; and 
the number of cases filed per 
100,000 population. 

Comparison of the size of cr~m~­
nal case loads requires that courts 
possess similar subject-matter juris­
diction, and that the courts being 
compared use the same unit of count 
for criminal cases. This is the ma­
jor reason for listing the 'states' 
and courts according to the unit of 
count they use. 

Total criminal case flow (Table 
31). Table 31 exhibits the total 
criminal case flow during 1976 in 
three parts: general jurisdiction 
courts, limited jurisdiction courts, 
and all trial courts. In addition 
to caseflow figures, disposed and 
pending cases in each state a~e shown 
as a percent of the number of cases 
filed during the year. Also includ­
ed is the number and percent of 
change in year-end pending cases com­
pared to beginning pending. 

The unit of count is indicated 
in both Table 31 and Figure B for 
all of the 52 'states'. Of the 
total, 47 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico reported 
complete total criminal filing data 
for general jurisdiction courts; 16 
states reported complete filing data 
for limited jurisdiction courts. 
For all trial courts, 19 states 
and the District of Columbia report­
ed complete filing data. 

Certain observations can be made 
from Figure U (below). First, gen­
eral jurisdiction courts reported 
more complete data than did the lim­
ited jurisdiction courts. This ob­
servation is confirmed by the numbers 
in the columns in Table 31 labeled 
not available (N/A) or not computed 
(NC). 

" 

Second, the general jurisdiction 
section of Table 31 and Figure U re­
veals that there are 10 states, plus 
the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico, that disposed of over 100 per­
cent of the number of cases filed. 
In addition, 26 states out of the 43 
reporting disposed of b~tween 90 
and 100 percent of the 'number of 
cases filed. In contrast, the 
limited jurisdiction sec tion shows 
that only 2 states out of the 18 
reporting disposed of over 100 per­
cent of the number of cases filed. 
Also, only nine states disposed of 
between 90 and 100 percent of 
the number of criminal cases filed 
in the limited jurisdiction courts. 
More complete breakdowns of cases 
disposed as a percent of the number 
of cases filed are displayed in 
Figure u. 

The end pending cases as a per­
cent of the number of cases filed are 
displayed in Table 31 and in Figure 
V. Figure V shows that the values 
for this measure are much higher for 
general jurisdiction courts than for 
limited jurisdiction courts. 

• 

In Table 31, the change in pend­
ing measure is worth noting. Again, 
the measure is more complete for the 
courts of general jurisdiction than 
for the courts of limited jurisdic­
tion. No data were available from 15 
states in the general jurisdiction 
section and from 30 of the 46 
'states' handling criminal caseflow 
in the limited jurisdiction section. 

In the general jurisdiction 
courts 10 'states' had a negative 
change in pending (see Figure W, be­
low); only 3 states in the limited 
jurisdiction section had a negative 
change. In other words, approxi­
mately one-fourth of the 'states' 
reporting in the general jurisdiction 
section and one-fifth of the states 
reporting in the liwited jurisdiction 
section effectively c.ieared their 
calendars of the nurnbn~ of cases 
filed in 1976, and also made headway 
in reducing the cases that were 
pending at the beginning of the year. 

Of those 'states' that had an in­
crease in pending, 23 out of 37 re- , 
porting at the general jurisdicttion \ 
level and 7 out of 16 reporting at 

Figure U: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for criminal caseflow in trial courts. 

Total criminal caseflow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' tota 1 for all trial courts (Table 31). • •••. 

Criminal case categories: 
Felony (Table 32) •.••••..• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) •••.•• 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35). 
Felony preliminary (Table 36) •.• 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) •••• 
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Under 
70.0% 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 

Range in percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 
to to to and 'states' 

79.9% 89.9% 99.9% over -------- reporting 

0, 5 26 12 43 
1 6 9 2 18 
0 5 16 5 26 

0 3 17 7 27 
0 4 13 5 22 
0 4 14 8 27 
1 1 7 1 10 
1 1 7 6 16 
2 2 4 3 12 
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Figure Va NUlllber of 'states' with specified ranges of end pending cases as 
a percent of filed cases for criminal caseflow in trial courts. 

Total criminal case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 31) •••••• 

Criminal case categories: 
Felony (Table 32) ••••••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34). 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) •• 
Felony preli.inary (Table 36). 
criminal appeals (Table 37) •• 

the limited jurisdiction level had 
an increase in pending of less than 
20 percent. The number of states 
with an increase in pending cases of 
over 50 percent was higher for 
limited jurisdiction courts (3 
states) than for general juris-
dic tion courts (1 s ta te ). 

Several fac tors may have 
contributed to preventing large 

Range in percent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over l"<:!porting -------
9 
7 
8 

3 
7 
8 
6 
5 
3 

10 
3 
5 

8 
7 
3 
o 
o 
1 

5 
o 
3 

5 
1 
5 
o 
o 
o 

7 
o 
2 

3 
o 
2 
o 
o 
4 

2 
1 
o 

3 
o 
2 
o 
1 
o 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

33 
11 
1.8 

22 
15 
20 

6 
6 
8 

increases in the 'states' change in 
pending figures and to ~~ducing 
year-end pending figures in a 
substantial number of 'states'. Two 
of these factors were (1) more 
specific guidelines within the 
'states' to expedite criminal cases, 
and (2) national concer.n with the 
defendant's right to a speedy trial. 

Figure W: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pending cases for crtminal caseflow in trial courts. 

Total criminal case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 31) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 31) •••••• 

Criminal case categories: 
Felony (Table 32) ••••.•••• 
Miademeanor (Table 33) • • •••• 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34). 
'Ordinance violations (Table 35). 
Felony p~eliminary (Table 36) ••• 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) •••• 
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Range in percent 

0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% "Total -100.0 -20.0 
to to to to to and "' states' 

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% over reporting --------
1 
1 
o 

2 
1 
o 
1 
3 
o 

9 
2 
7 

5 
5 
9 
o 
o 
3 

23 
7 

23 

13 
10 
20 

2 
5 
4 

3 
3 
3 

3 
6 
If 
3 
1 
1 

o 
3 
3 

o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 

1 
o 
1 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 

37 
16 
37 

23 
22 
34 

6 
9 
9 

Felony case flow (Table 32). 
Table 32 shows general jurisdiction 
felony case flow data from the 34 
'states' reporting the felony case 
category. Courts that did not iden­
tify a segment of their total crimi­
nal caseload as felony cases were 
excluded from this table. In 1976, 
five more 'states' reported data in 
this category than in 1975. 

Interstate comparisons of report­
ed felony case flow should be made 
only a~ong 'states' that use the same 
unit for c'ounting their cases and 
classify the same types of cases as 
felonies. To facilitate this type 
of comparison, the 'states' that re­
ported felony cases have been ar­
ranged, in Table 32 according to the 
un it of count they use and further, 
ranked by population. 

Along with case flow figures, Ta­
ble 32 displays felony dispositions 
and pending cases as a percent of the 
number of cases filed during the 
year. In add ition, the number and 
percent of change in year-end pending 
case~ over beginning pending cases 
are displayed. Also included is a 
measure of the number of cases filed 
per 100 ,000 population. 

The data displayed in Table 32 
indic~te that.: the courts were able to 
remain current with their felony 
caseload (see Figures U, V, and W 
above). This may be a result of the 
move for speedy trials, the factors 
enumerated in connection with Table 
31, or state and local provisions 
that mandate the prompt disposition 
of criminal cases. Table 32 displays 
34 'states' that reported data for 
felony caseload. Of the 27 'states' 
reporting comparable fi lings and d is­
positions, 24 disposed of 90 percent 
or better of the number of cases 
filed. Of these, seven 'states' re­
duced the number of end pending 
cases over their beginning pending 
cases by disposing more cases than 
were filed. This indicates that 
these states made headway in reduc­
ing current pending caseload. 'l'hree 
of the states disposed of 80 to 
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90 percent of thc:\ number of felony 
cases filed. The remaining seven 
states did not report enough data to 
be calculated. 

For the 22 'states' reporting 
comparable data permitting the 
computation of the number of end 
pending cases as a percent of the 
number of filed cases, cases pending 
in 11 states were less than 50 
percent of cases filed a.nd only 3 
states had more cases pending at the 
end of the year than were filed. 
(See Figure V.) As can be seen in 
Figure W, the change in pending 
case load for felony case flow is 
similar to that for total criminal 
caseflow, with 7 of the 23 'states' 
reporting reducing their pending 
caseload, and only 3 having an 
increase of over 20 percent. 

The last column of Table 32, 
showing the filings per 100,000 popu­
lation, indicates two points worth 
noting. First, in the "informations, 
indictments, or complaints" grouping 
of states, the number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population is higher in 
the middle of the range of states 
listed, which are in population 
order. Second, in the "number of 
defendants" grouping of states, 
there appears to be no cluster of 
'states' that are high or low com­
pared to the other 'states'. Until 
all states report felony case data 
and all data are complete, any infer­
ences may be misleading. As can be 
seen in Figure X on page 95, the 
average number of felony cases filed 
per 100,000 population for the 32 
'states' reporting was 405.0, with a 
mid-point of 378.4 and the range from 
a minimum of 132.1 to the maximum of 
787.7. When the 'states' are sepa­
rated according to unit of count, it 
is seen that, as would be expected, 
the average number of felony cases 
filed per 100,000 population is 
higher for 'states' counting the 
number of defendants (420.8) than 
for states counting the number of 
informations, indictments, or com­
plaints (379.3). 



Table 31: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts criminal caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pending. 

General Jurisdiction courts 
Stata 

population 
state and un It of count In 8eglnnlng End 
________________________ ~t~h~o~us~a~n~d~s ~p~e~nd~l~n~g ____ ~F~II~e~d~ __ ~D~I~s~p~o~sa~d~~pe~n~d~l~ng~ 

InforEtlons, Indictments, or a.p~alnts 

1111 nol 5 •••••••••••• " ••• ,,"" 

New Jersey •••••• """ •••• " ••• 

Massachusetts." " " "" " " " " "" "" 
Indiana •••••••••••••••••••• 

MI ssour I. ft."""""""""""""" " 
Wisconsin •••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee."".""""""""""""" " 
Mar yland."""",,""""""""""" •• 
Kentucky.""""""""""""""""" " 
lowo ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Cara II na."""""""",,. " " 
Oklahoma •••••••••••• ,,"""" •• 
Oregon."" •• , ••• "",,",,,,"""""" 

Kansas."""""""""""""""""" •• 
Ark:lnsas ••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maine •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode I s I and ••••••••••••••• 
Montana •••••••••••••••••••• 
South Da rota •••••••••• " ••• 
North Da Jtota ••••••••••••••• 
vermont •••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska .................... . 

Wyoming ................... . 

Number of defendants 

Call fornla ••••••••••••••••• 
New York. •••••••••••••••••• 
Texas •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••• 
Ohio ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Michigan ••••••••••••••••••• 
Florida •••••••••••••••••••• 
Vlrglnla ••••••••• t ••••••••• 

Georgia •••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Minnesota •••••••••••••••••• 
Lou I s I ana •••••••••••••••••• 
Alabama •••••••••••••••••••• 
\~ash I ngton ••••••••••••••••• 
ConnectIcut •••••••••••••••• 
Colorado ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arl zona •••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebras!-a ••••••••••••••••••• 
New Mexlco ••• D ............ .. 

Haw;:] I I •• ••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho •••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia ....... 
Ne:vada ••••••••••••••••••••• 

De I aware ••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of charges 

11.193 
7,339 
5,791 
5,313 
4.787 
4.610 
4,234 
4,125 
3,436 
2.874 
2.844 
2,770 
2,326 
2,299 
2,117 
1,232 
1,071 

936 
755 
686 
645 
477 
408 

391 

;>1,522 
18.053 
12.599 
11.802 
10.690 
9,113 
8,353 
5,052 
4,984 
3.954 
3,875 
3,653 
3.611 
3,102 
2,575 
2.249 
1.552 
1.172 

884 
833 
700 
613 

582 

19.2781 

27.436 
'.3,147 

356P 
10.171 
24,504 
16.943 

N/A 
8.228 1 

N/A 
11,128 
33,1501 

4,974 
1,902 
7 .675 

287 
3.844 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,567 
564 
704 1 

N/A 
N/A 

68.812 
29,124 

6,487 
16,080' 
52.242 
12,174 

N/A 
1.763 

N/A 
10,553 

N/A 
3.370 

10.031 
5.882 

895 
2,096 
1,803 
5,363 
5,832 

N/A 

1.593 

520.112 
31,680 
37.508 
45,889 
18.080 
78,403 
29,609 
34.333 
11.202 1 

N/A 
28.548 
55,581 
14.485 
7,026 

12.813 
3,068 
6.533 
3,277 
2,122 

N/A 
1.051 

16.987 
991 

1,329 

57.430 
31,659 
78.317 
76,302 
30.527 

122.894 
66,166 
42,843 
42,962 

8.919 
52,297 1 

25,466 
14.053 
4,555 

14,334 
13.913 
7.215 
4,706 
2,028 

30.490 
31.956 

4.633 1 

3,786 

437,221 
29,466 
33,804 
52.192 
17 .964 
78,725 
30,298 
33.491 
11,740 1 

182.199 
27.193 
53,717 
14.909 
6.867 

11.730 
2.494 
6,339 

N/A 
1.726 

13.278 1 

989 
16.853 

1.077 

1,346 1 

52.242 
37.652 
77.370 
74,343 
30.312 
43,459 1 

63.887 1 

42,250 

40.222 1 

8.634 
N/A 

25,451 
14,374 
4,100 

13,760 
13.765 
6.823 
4,573 
1.683 

29.360 
32,418 

N/A 
4,022 

20.511 1 

29.650 
46,851 

208P 

10.287 
24.182 
16,254 

N/A 
9,152 1 

N/A 
12.415 
34.9721 

4,550 
2.061 
8.758 

861 
4,038 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4.701 
480 

687 1 

N/A 
N/A 

69.759 
25,064 
6.702 

18,746' 
N/A 

12,767 
N/A 

2.043 
N/A 

10.568 
N/A 

3,848 
10,605 
6.030 
1,287 
2,229 
2,148 
6.493 
5,204 

N/A 
1.357 

----------------------- --------------------------
Puerto R I co •••••••••••••••• 

No consistent definition 

North Carolina ............ . 
Mississippi ............... . 
West Virginia •••••••••••••• 
New Hampshire •••••••••••••• 

3.214 

5,462 
2,365 
1.832 

827 

26,264 

15,282 
N/A 
N/A 

4,461 

26,331 

52,547 
7,441 

N/A 
6,431 

28,752 23,843 

49.398 
N/A 
N/A 

5,771 

18,431 
N/A 
N/A 

5,118 

As percent 
of fllad 

End 
Disposed pend I n9 

84. I 
93.0 
90.1 

113.7 
99.4 

100.4 
102.3 
97.5 

104.8 1 

N/A 
95.3 
96.6 

102.9 
97.7 
91.5 
81.3 
97.0 

N/A 
81.3 

N/A 
94. I 
99.2 

108.7 

101.3 1 

91.0 
119.0 
98.8 
97.4 
99.3 
NC 
NC 
98.6 
93.6 1 

96.8 
N/A 

99.9 
102.3 
90.0 
96.D 
98.9 
94.6 
97.2 
83.0 
96.3 

101.4 
N/A 
106.2 

109.2 

94.0 
N/A 
N/A 
89.7 

NC 
93.6 

124.9 
NC 
56.9 
30.8 
54.9 

N/A 
81.7 1 

N/A 
43.5 
NC 
31.4 
29.3 
68.4 
28.1 
61.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
27.7 
48.4 

51.7 1 

N/A 
N/A 

89.1 
32.8 
22.0 
NC 

N/A 
29.8 

N/A 
22,9 

N/A 
41.5 

N/A 
84.5 
74. D 
43.3 
17.8 
47.4 

105.9 
21.3 
16.3 

N/A 
35.8 

90.6 

35.1 
N/A 
N/A 
79.6 

Change In 

pend I ns 

NUmber Percent 

1.233 1 

2.214 
3.704 

-148P 
116 

-322 
-689 

N/A 
924 1 

tVA 
1,287 
1.822 1 

-424 
159 

1.083 
574 
194 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
134 
-84 
-17 1 

N/A 
N/A 
947 

-4,060 
215 

2.666' 
N/A 
593 
N/A 
280 
N/A 

15 
N/A 
478 
57~ 

148 
392 
133 
345 

1,130 
-628 

N/A 
-236 

-2.421 

3.149 
N/A 
N/A 
657 

6.4 1 

8.1 
8.6 

-41.6P 
1.1 

-1.3 
-4. I 

N/A 
11.2 1 

N/A 
11.6 
5.5 1 

-8.5 
8.4 

14.1 
200.0 

5.0 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2.9 
-14.9 

-2.4 1 

N/A 
N/A 

1.4 
-13.9 

3.3 
16.6' 

N/A 
4.9 

N/A 
15.9 

N/A 
0.1 

N/A 
14.2 
5.7 
2.5 

43.8 
6.3 

19.1 
21.1 

-10.8 
N/A 
-14.8 

-9.2 

20.6 
N/A 
N/A 

14.7 

8eglnnlng 
pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 

13.924P 

11.340P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

4,2261p 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

5.352P 

N/A 

N/A 
9.421P 

156.759 1p 

5,208P 

33,326P 

91,199 1 

146,848P 
N/A 
N/A 

13,657P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

19.772 
1I.509 1p 

N/A 
16.218P 

N/A 
4.101 

N/A 
1,505P 

18,612P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Limited 

Filed 

331,601 
217,869 

71,804P 

20.330P 

N/A 
N/A 

110.606 
209.356 

70.546P 
N/A 

58.775 1 

N/A 
103.377 1 

23.920P 

NlA 
28.769P 

N/A 

15,687' 
NH 

22.895 

N/A 

720.573 
226,160P 

848,793 1 

482.223P 

290,393P 

272,476' 
213,873P 
264,557 

71,770P 

65,513P 

112,158 1p 

N/A 
112,064 
91.191 
41,862 1P 

30,840 lp 

44,958P 

23.687P 

42.088 

N/A 
37.034P 

67.916P 

366.335 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
thIs report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. All courts In LouisIana, Nebraska, New MexIco, Hawaii, and 
Delaware are dIsplayed In the number of defendants grouping because this Is the unit of count groupIng for the general Jurisdiction court In each 
of these states. 
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J Ur I sd I ct I on courts 

Disposed 

297,066 
N/A 

59.698P 

9.494 1p 

26.619 
N/A 

251 

N/p. 

N/A 
N/A 

55,555 1 

N/A 
N/A 

24,190P 

N/A 
28,189P 

N/A 

13,693 1 

NH 
21.105 

N/A 

End 
pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 

23,596P 
22.176P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

4,956 1p 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

7,030P 

N/A 

579,812P N/A 
439,034 1 14,847P 
665,949 1 179,666 1p 
462.354P 4,450P 

~o:9c,P_...;!;40~,~0~96~P~ 
267.800 1 95.8751 

185,903P N/A 
260,163 N/A 
64,051 P N/A 
62.273P 17 .252P 
92.992' P N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

95,907 15.263 
41,6281p 1I,743 1p 

N/A N/A 
43,140P 18,058P 

N/A N/A 
41,290 4.899 

N/A 

15.729 Ip 

141.892 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

30,427 

N/A 
1,397P 

21,072P 

40,410 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

As percent 
of f II ad 

End 
Disposed pend I n9 

89.6 
N/A 
83.IP 
NO 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

94.51 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 

NO 

N/A 

87.3' 
NH 
92.2 

N/A 

NC 
NO 
78.5 1 

95.9P 
101.3P 
98.3 1 

86.9P 
98.3 
89.2P 
95. I 
82.9'P 

N/A 
N/A 
105.2 
99.4 1p 

N/A 
96.0P 

N/A 
98. I 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
109.IP 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NO 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NO 

N/A 

N/A 
6.6P 

NC 
NC 
13.8P 
35.2 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

26.3 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.7 
28. lip 

N/A 
40.2P 

N/A 
11.6 

N/A 
NC 

Change In 
pend I n9 

Beg I nn I ng 

All trial courts 

End 
N umbar Percent --"p"'en"'d"'l.!!n"-9 ____ --'F...!I.!.1 e~d!!.-___ ~D.!.I :Jsp~o~s~e!Cd ____ p~e~n~d.!.1 !!:ns,,---

19,278 1 520.112437.221 20.511 1 

N/A N/A 27,435P 363.281 325,532 29,550P 
N/A N/A 43,147 P 255,377 33,804 P 46,851P 

9.572P 59.5P 14.280P 117,593P 1I1,890P 23,804P 

IO,836P~.5P -=2~1.~5~1~IP~----~3~8~,4~1~0~P--~2~7~.~4~58~P~.-23~2,c4~6~3P;-_ 
N/A N/A 24,504P 78,403P 105,344 24.182P 
N/A N/A 15,943P 29,609P 30,298P 16,254P 
N/A N/A N/A 144,939 33,515 1 N/I, 
N/A N/A 8,228 1p 220,558 1 11.7401p 9,152lp 

N/A N/A 182,199 N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
730 1 P 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A li.12SP 99.094P 27,I93P 12,415P 
33.150 1p 55,581 P 53.717P 34.972 lp N/A 

17.3 1p 

N/A 
9,200 1p 73.260 1 70,464 1 9.505 1p 

1,902P 7,026P 5.857P 2,061P 
N/A 7 ,675P 116,190 I II ,730P 8,758P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

1,578P 
N/A 

N/A N/A 16,738' 14,682' N/A 
NH 
31.4P 

4,567 16,987 15.853 4,701 
5,916 P 23,886 22.182 7.510P 

704 1p 1.329P 1,3451p 687 1P N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
5,426P 57.6P 9,421P 

22,907 1p 14.51p 225,571 1p 

-758P -14.6P 34,332P 

~6"",, 7;:7:::0P;---.....=2""0.,,,3::,-P 39,813P 
4.675 1 5.1 1 107,279 1 

N/A N/A 199,090P 
N/A N/A 12,174P 
N/A N/A N/A 

-::.3.1-' 5",9:.:5,-_-"2,,6,,,. 3"-. 15,420P 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 10,553P 
N/A N/A N/A 

-4.509 
234 1p 

N/A 
1,840P 

N/A 
798 

N/A 
-108 

-22.8 
2.Dlp 

N/A 
11.3P 

N/A 
19.5 

N/A 
-7.2 

23.142 
21,540 Ip 

5,882P 
17,11!.P 
2,096P 

5,904 
5.363 
5.832 

N/A 
3.098P 

778,003 
257.819P 
927,110 1 

558.525P 
320.920P 

395,370 1 

280,039 P 

307,400 
114,732P 
74,432P 

164.455'P 
25.466P 

126,117 
95,746 
56.196 Ip 

44,753 1p 
52,173P 
28,393P 

44,116 
30,490 
31,955 

4.633 1p 
40,820P 

632.054P 
475,696 1 

743,319 1 

5.15,697 P 

:!24,341 P 

311.259 1 

249,790 1p 

302,413 
104,273 1p 

70.907P 

92.992' P 
25,451 P 

14,374 P 

100,007 
55,388 1p 

13.765P 

49,953P 

4.573P 
42,973 
29,360 
32.418 

N/A 
19,751 1p 

N/A 
14,847P 

249,425 1p 

29.514P 
45,798P 

114,521 1 

N/A 
12.767P 

N/A 
19.295P 

N/A 
10,568P 

N/A 
19, III 
22,348 1p 

6,030P 

19.345P 

2,229P 

7.047 
5,493 
5,204 

N/A 
2,754P 

NO 31.0P 2.450P 13.2P 44, 875P 94,247P 170,644 44,915P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

11.0 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.282P 

N/A 
N/A 

4,461 P 

418.882 
.1.441P 

N/A 
6,431P 

49,398P 

N/A 
N/A 

36,198 

58,841 
N/A 
N/A 

5.118P 

N/A = This casa twa Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

Table 31, page 2 

As percent 
of flied 

End 
Disposed pend I n9 

84.1 
89.9 
NC 
95.IP 
NO 
NC 

102.3P 
NC 
NC 

N/A 
NO 
96.5P 
95.2 1 

97.7P 
NO 
NC 
97.0P 
NC 
81.3P 

N/A 
87.7' 
99.2 
92.9 

101.3 1p 

NC 
NO 
NC 
NC 
84.5 
30.8P 
54.9P 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
NC 
NC 
NC 
29.3P 
NO 
NC 
61.8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

27.7 
NC 
51.7 1 P 

NC N/A 
NC NC 
80.2 1 NC 
96.IP NC 

101.IP 14.5P 
NC NC 
NO N/A 
98.4 NC 
90.9 1P N/A 
95.3 
NC 
99.9P 
NC 

104.5 
98.6 1p 
NO 
95.8P 
NC 
97.4 
95.3 

101.4 
N/A 

NC 

NC 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

25.9 
N/A 
41.5P 

N/A 
20.0 
39.8 1p 
NC 
37.IP 
NC 
16.0 
21.3 
16.3 

N/A 
NC 

47.7P 

NO 
N/A 
N/A 

79.5P 

Change In 
pend I ng 

Number Percent 

1,233 1 

2.214P 
3,704 P 

9,524P 
IO,952P 

-322P 
-589P 

N/A 
924 1p 

N/A 
1.287P 
1,822 1p 

306 1 P 
159P 

1,083P 
574P 

6.4 1 

8.IP 
8.5P 

65.7P 
50.9 
-1.3P 

-4.IP 
N/A 

11.2 1p 
N/A 

11.5P 
5.5 1p 
3.31p 
8.4P 

14.IP 
200.0P 

194P 5.0P 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

~--N/-A-----

1:>1 ~. 9 
1,5~';o 26"P 

-l7lp -2.4Ip 

N/A 
5,425P 

23,854 1p 

-4.818P 
6,985P 

7,342 1 

N/A 
593P 
N/A 

3,875 
N/A 

15P 

N/A 
-4.031 

808 1P 
148P 

2,232P 
133P 

1,143 
1.130 
-528 

N/A 
-344 

39P 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 
657P 

N/A 
57.6P 
1O.5 1p 

-14.0P 
17.5P 
6.8' 

N/A 
4.9P 

tVA 
25.1 

N/A 
O.IP 

N/A 
-17.4 

3.81p 
2.5P 

13.0P 
5.3P 

19.4 
21.1 

-10.8 
N/A 
-II.IP 

O.IP 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

14.7P 

NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 
than 10. 

NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 
-- = Not applicable. 

I Data are not comp I ete. 

PData were not available for all courts in the state. 
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Table 32: Felony caseflow for general jurisdiction courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseflow. Disposed 
and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 popu­
lation. 

State, court title, and unit of count 

Informations. indictments,. complaints 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court7 .................. . 
New Jersey--Superlor Court (Law Division) 

Clnd County Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Superlor Court6 ••••••••••••• 
Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court 

of Convnon PI cas6 •••••••• , •••••••••••••• 

Wisconsln--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
Circuit Court5 ......................... .. 
Count y Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--C I reU It Court and 
Criminal Courtc ,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

low;;}--Dlstrlct Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
o kl ahoma--O I str I ct Court5 .......... _ ...... . 
Miss I ss I pp I--C I rcu It Court5 ............... . 
Oregon--C I reu I t Court 11 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D Istrl ct Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ar kansas--C' reu 1 t Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court6 •••••••••••••• 
South Dakota--Clrcult court I

8
5 ............ . 

North Oa koto--D I str I ct Court ............ .. 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Superior Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict COurt7 ......................... . 

AI as k3:--Super lor Court6 •••••••••••••••••••• 
W)<lmlnq--Dlstrlct Courtl,5 ................ . 

NUmOOr of defendants 

Call forn I a--Superlor CourtS •••••••••••••••• 
T"xas--Olstrlct Court and Criminal 

01 str I ct Court8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oh I o--Court of COlMlon PI eas8 •••••• , •••••••• 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL ..................... . 

Circuit Court9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Court of Oetrolt9 ............ . 

F I or I da--C I rcu It Courtb, 9 ................. . 
V I rg I n I a--C I rcu It Court8 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Georg I a--S uper f or CourtC , I ,9 ............. .. 
Loulslana--Olstrlct Court I ,B."' ••••••••••••• 
Colorado--Olstrlct CourtB •••••••••••••••••• 
Arl zona--Superlor Court i , B ••••••••••••••••• 
Nebras ~--o I str I ct CourtB ................ .. 
Hawa ll--C I rcu I t CourtB ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho--olstrfct CourtB .................... . 
District of Columbla--Superlor Courta ,9 ... . 

Nlmber of charges 

PuerT ... ~._ R I co--Super I or Court 10 •••••••••••••• 

No oonslstont deflnl1"loo 

North Carollna--Superlor Court k, 12 ....... .. 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

11,193 

7,339 
5,791 

4,787 
4,510 

4,234 
2,874 
2,770 
2,355 
2,325 
2,299 
2,117 

936 
585 
545 
477 

408 

391 

21,522 

12,599 
10,590 
9,113 

As percent 
of filed 

Beg I nn I ng End End 
_-"p"'e"'nd'-'I""nq ..... _....:..F ,-,11..::o=..d _...:O,-,I.:.sp",o,-=s.::;ed=--..Jp:.:e",nd::.;l",n ... g 0 I sposed pend I ng 

25,571 f 
21,935 

N/A 
5,324 th 

X 
X 

13,103 fh 

9,954 fJ 
17,471 f 

N/A 
4,974 h 

1,417f 

5,209f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,012 
11 

1,001 f 
531 
704 

N/A 

30,545 

27,553 
19,015 

N/A 
14,833 
5,880 
8,953 

22,001 
18,015 
20,179 

6,598 
14,485 
5,514 
7,758 
2,159 

N/A 
852 

2,341 
37 

2,304 
782 

1,329 

54,905 

29,412 

25,495 
17,057 

13,957 
12,757 
5,972 
6,795 

22,894 
15,534 
19,355 

N/P. 
14,909 
5,427 
7,642 

N/A 
2,555 

781 
2,245 

25 
2,219 

898 
1,345 

50,094 

20,511 

28,739 
23,894 

N/A 
7,390 

X 
X 

12,290 
11,45eJ 
18,285 

N/A 
4,550 
1,504 
5,325 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,108 
22 

1,086 
415 
587 

N/A 

95.0 

92.2 
89.7 

N/A 
85.1 

101.5 
75.9 

104.1 
91.8 
95.0 

N/A 
102.9 
98.4 
96.5 

N/A 
N/A 

91.7 
95.9 
70.3 
95.3 

114.8 
101.3 

91.2 

55.9 

103.9 
12!i.7 

N/A 
49.8 

N/A 
N/A 

~5. 9 
NC 
90.5 

N/A 
31.4 
27.3 
58.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

47.3 
59.5 
47. I 
53.1 
51.7 

N/A 

Change In 
pend I ng 

Number Percent 

1,233 

2,158 
1,959 

N/A 
2,055 

N/A 
N/A 

-893 
1,494 

814 
N/A 

-424 
87 

116 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

96 
11 
85 

-115 
-17 

N/A 

8.2 
8.9 

N/A 
38.8 

N/A 
N/A 

-6.8 
15.0 
4.7 

N/A 
-8.5 

5.1 
2.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9.5 
100.0 

8.5 
-21.8 
-2.4 

N/A 

F II ed per 
100,000 

population 

273.8 

375.9 
328.4 

N/A 
321.8 
127.5 
194.2 

519.5 
526.8 
728.5 
279.0 
622.7 
239.H 
355.5 
230.7 
N/A 
132.1 
490.8 

7.8 
483.0 
191.7 
339.9 

255. I 

57,284 54,701 55,057 55,928 102.1 85.4 -1,35" -2.4 513.5 
5,487f 30,527 30,312 5,702 99.3 22.0 215 3.3 285.5 

15,532 38,871 35,975 18,205 92.5 45.8 2,574 17.2 425.5 
10,811 f 25,821 24,952 11,570 95.7 45.2 859 7.9 283.3 

_________ 24L,7~2~1 ___ ~1~3~,O~5~0_~I~I~,O~I~4 __ ~5~,5~3~59_~84~.~4_~50~.~1 _~I~,.:.8~15~~38~'24 ___ ~NC~ __ 
8,353 52,097 65,799 53,856 (k) 97.0 N/A N/A N/A 787.7 
5,052 7,737 fh 23,772 23,252 8,257 97.8 34.7 520 5.7 470.5 
4,984 N/A 24,850 23,263 N/A 93.5 N/A N/A N/A 498.5 
3,875 N/A 14,721 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 379.9 
2,575 N/A 10,972 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 425.1 
2,249 4,578 10,555 10,334 4,900 97.9 45.4 222 4.7 459.4 
1,552 777 4,415 4,431 752 100.3 17.3 -15 -1.9 284.5 

884 1,329 1,551 1,258 1,522 81.1 104.5 293 22.0 175.5 
833 752 fh 2,520 2,451 921 93.5 35.2 159 22,5 314.5 

_---.lQ.Q. 2,008 4,227 4,759 1,475 112.5 34.9 -532 -25.5 503.9 

3,214 14,148 15,077 14,351 14,859 95.3 98.5 721 5.1 459.1 

5,452 N/A 29,010 N/A N/A _.;.N"-/:..:.A __ ,,,N(A N/A N/A 

Note: Felony preliminary cases are not Included on this table. Footnotes that apply to the data on this table aro given below. E:<planatory Informa­
tion pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplote or incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If tho dIvisor was 

than 10. 
X = The data for this case type are mown to be Included In the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt J ur I sd I ct Ion. 
bpartlcular court OJ reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 

5The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations or 
I nd I ctments. 

7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations, 
I nd I ctments, or comp I a I nts. fBeg I nn I ng pend I ng figure for the 1975 court )'Oar does not equa I the end 

pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the dl fference betweero filings and 

dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not camp I ete. 
JExplanatlon of data Incl uded In the category. 
~ddltlonal Information available. 
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8The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 
Information or Indictment. 

!/rhe criminal cas. unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 
Information, Indictment, or complaInt. 

laThe criminal caso unit of count is the numbor of charges. 
lIThe criminal case unit of count Is the case number assls;lned to the 

Information, Indlc1Jnent, or complaint at arraignment. 
IZThe criminal case unit of count Is not consistent statewide. 

'. 

--_ .. -----~ ---------~--

'iiure XI Number of cr~inal cases filed in trial courts per 100,000 
population, by unit of count. 

'State' totals for all 'states' reporting: 

All units of count: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) 
Felony prelimin~y (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) 

Information, indictment, or complaint: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) 
FelmlY preliminary (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) 

Number of defendants: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordi~~ce violations (Table 35) 
Felony preliminary (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) 

's tate' totals for all 'states' reporti ng fil ed data for 
all courtls I)andling case category: 

All units of count: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) 
F~lony preliminary (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals tTable 37) 

Information, indictment, or complaint: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) 
Felony preliminary (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) 

Number of defendants: 
Felony (Table 32) •••••• 
Misdemeanor (Table 33) • • • • • • 
Felony and misdemeanor (Table 34) 
Ordinance violations (Table 35) 
Felony preliminary (Table 36) 
Criminal appeals (Table 37) 

Misdemeanor caseflow (Table 33). 
Table 33 displays'misdeaeanor case­
flow data from the 42 'states' re­
porting the misdemeanor case cate­
gory. Courts that did not identify 
a segment in their total criminal 
caseload as misdemeano~ cases were 
excluded from the table. The 'state' 
data are footnoted with a "p" if all 
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'States' 
reporting 

32 
35 
49 
14 
22 
22 

16 
18 
23 
4 

10 
9 

14 
14 
22 

7 
10 
10 

32 
18 
24 

7 
11 
21 

16 
9 

13 
1 
3 
8 

14 
8 

10 
5 
8 

10 

132.1 
6.4 

175.4 
26.1 

106.8 
4.4 

132.1 
6.4 

246.2 
533.3 
106.8 
15.0 

175.5 
49.4 

175.4 
136.1 
251.5 

4.4 

132.1 
971. ° 
376.9 
136.1 
193.8 

4.4 

132.1 
971.0 
376.9 
553.2 
193.8 
20.8 

175.5 
1,512.3 
1,676.5 

136.1 
251.5 

4.4 

Maximum Average Mid-point 

787.7 
6,477.2 
6,990.8 
5,392.2 
1,153.3 

589.7 

728.5 
5,122.0 
5,488.4 
1,246.2 

746.2 
589.7 

787.7 
6,477.2 
6,990.8 
5,392.2 
1,153.3 

307.8 

787.7 
6,477.2 
6,990.8 
5,392.2 
1,153.3 

589.7 

728.5 
5,122.0 
5,488.4 

553.2 
695.2 
589.7 

'787.7 
6,477.2 
6,990.8 
5,392.2 
1,153.3 

307.8 

405.0 
2,124.6 
1,943.4 
1,238.1 

506.6 
117.1 

379.3 
2,174.5 
1,972.3 

734.4 
420.6 
111. 3 

420.8 
2,057.6 
2,080.0 
1,629.3 

605.8 
84.0 

405.0 
2,715.0 
2,971.4 
1,517.8 

585.2 
122.0 

379.3 
2,818.9 
3,010.8 

553.2 
422.8 
123.3 

420.8 
2,717.6 
2,994.5 
1,447.1 

646.0 
84.0 

378.4 
1,838.4 
1,863.5 

579.0 
537.0 

50.1 

334.2 
1,961. 5 
1,863.5 

579.0 
363.5 
48.6 

426.3 
1,932.4 
1,981. 2 
1,083.1 

604.6 
36.4 

378.4 
2,282.3 
2,769. ° 

553.2 
584.2 
51. 6 

334.2 
2,465.1 
2,842.2 

553.2 
379.4 

50.1 

426.3 
2,222.6 
2,789.6 

453.9 
604.6 

36.4 

courts handling misdemeanor cases did 
not report misdemeanor case flow. The 
same measures were used as in Table 
32. 

The data displayed in Table 33 
indicate that courts were able to re­
main fairly current with their mis­
demeanor case load. There were, how­
ever, many 'states' for which the 



Table 33: Misdemeanor caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting misdemeanor caseflow. 
Disposed and end pending as a, percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 

c==-.-::::=::r.==:::::-::::::::-:.::=:::: ----'" 
" 

100,000 population. ~T~a~b~le~3~3~:~M~I~s~de~m~e~a~n~or~c~a~s~ef~I~0~w~fo~r~t~r~la~l~c~ou~r~t~s~,~19~7~6~(c~0~n~tll~nu~e~dUl ________________________________________________________ -ITa~b~l~e~33~,LlP~a~ge~2~ 

state, court title, and unit of oount 

Informations. Indictments. complaint! 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court7 ................. . 
I~assachusetts--STATE TOTAL ............... . 

D I str I ct Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boston Municipal Court? •••••••••••••••• 
Housing Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I nd I ana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court and Circuit court? •••••• 
Count y Court 7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 

Municipal Court of Marlon Count/ ••••••• 
Juvenile Court of Marlon County? ....... 

M I ssour I--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court and Court of 

COO1Tlon Pleas6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
St. Louis Court of Criminal Correctron7• 

Wlsconsln--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--Clrcult Court and 
Criminal Court6 ....................... . 

Maryland--Dlstrlct COurt9 ••••••••••••••••• 
lowa--Dtstrlct COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
South Carollna--MaCllstrate Court6 ••••••••• 
o kl ahoma--D I str I ct Court6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Olstrlct COurtll •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JustlceCourtl,11 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court? •••••••••••••••••• 
Ar kansas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

C I rcu I t COurt6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court l ,? ••••••• f .............. . 
City Court and Police Court l ,? ••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court? •••••••••••• 

Nebras ka--Count y Court? .................. . 
Utah--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juven t Ie Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Maxlco--~1aglstrate Courtb, ? •••••••••• 
Rhode I s I and--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

-South Oakota--Clrcult Court l ,6 ••••••••••• 
North Da I<Dta--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 

D I str I ct COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court'll I th Increased 

JuriSdiction',? ...................... . 
County Justice Court', 7 .............. !..!.!... 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Alasl<a--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag t strates Court? ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of defendants 

Ca Ilfor n la--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
Just I ce Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and City Courtl,9 •••••••• 

Town and Village Court9 ••••••••••••••••• 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Olstrlct Court and Criminal 
District COurt8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court at Law and 
Constltutlona I County Court I ,9 ....... . 

MunIcipal Court I ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court' ,9 .......... . 

State 
popul atlon 

As percent 
of filed 

Change In 

pend I n9 
In Beginning , End End 

Filed per 
100,000 

Number Percent ..E...0pu I at 1 on thousands pend I n9 Flied 01 sposed pend I n9 ~sed pend I ng 

11,193 
5,791 

5,313 

4,787 

4,610 

4,234 
4,125 

2,874 
2,844 

2,770 
2,326 

2,299 

2,117 

1,552 

1,232 

1,172 

936 

686 
645 

477 

408 

21,522 

18,053 

12,599 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

18,412P 

4,488 

N/A 
13,918 

6 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

16,154 
X 

X 

3,760fhp 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
14,430f 

793P 

N/A 
793h 

50 f p 

2,4651' 
2,465 f 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
10,755P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
3,547 

o 
3,547f 

4,605P 

N/A 
4,605 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

161,754P 

4,995 

427,545 
202,209 P 

187,051 

9,909 
5,198 

51 
80,693P 

13,241 

31,815 

35,595 
42 

14,691 P 

N/A 
14,691 

44,762 
108 

44,654 

7,608P 

IIO,506 P 

N/A 
52,233P 

33,597 
36,619 
31,683 

4,936 
146P 

108,432 
5,055 

99,254 
3,520 

603 
32,353~ 

8,550P 

238 
8,320 

14,942P 

23,073 
708h 

22,365 

N/A 
14,487 

50 

9,939 
4,498 

14,628 
4 

14,624 
19,946 

33 
18,452 
1,461 

585,854 
69,392 

516,462 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

816,064 

6,053 

348,923 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
73,393P 

17,524 
23,715 

32,129 
25 

8,683P 

4,007 
4,676 

46,909 
251 

46,658 

7,404P 
25 1 P 

52,892 
N/A 

32,630 
34,244 
29,302 

4,942 
144P 

4,088P 

4,088 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
30,931P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
22,081 P 

N/A 
22,081 
IO,722P 

12,713 
69 

8,516 

4,028 
14,585 

4 
14,581 
18,413P 

N/A 
17,041 
1,372 

478,099P 

N/A 
478,099 
141,358P 

47,943 
93,415 

671,522 

5,573 

WA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

25,632P 

3,0359 

N/A 
23,5739 

23 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
14,007 

X 

3,964 P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

15,497 
787P 

N/A 
787 
52P 

3,433P 

3,433 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12,199gp 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
3,590 

o 
3,590 
6,045P 

N/A 
6,046g 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

185,I41 P 

5,475 

81.6 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
91.0~ 

132.3 
74.5 

90.3 
59.5 
NC 

N/A 
31.8 

104.8 
232.4 

104.5 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NC 
22.9 

N/A 

66.2 
54.8 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

31.3 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
8,220P 

-1,452 

N/A 
9,655 

17 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-2,147 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
44.6P 

-32.4 

N/A 
69.4 
NC 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
-13.3 
N/A 

N/A 

97.3P 52.IP 204P 5.4P 

NC N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

~~ __ ~N~~~~N~/A~_ 
96.8 46.0 1,067 7.4 
93.5 NC -6P -0.8P 

92.5 N/A N/A N/A 
100.1 15.9 -6 -0.8 
98.6P 35.5P 2P 4.0P 
NC NC 96)P 39.2P 

80.9 67.9 967 39.2 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
95.6P 37.7P 1,443P 13.4P 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

98.7 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
87.8 N/A N/A N/A 

138.0 N/A N/A N/A 

86.7 

89.6 
99.7 
NC 
99.7 
NC 

N/A 
92.4 
93.9 

NC 

N/A 
92.6 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NC 

92.1 

N/A 

N/A 
24.5 
NC 
24.5 
NC 

. N/A 

32.8 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 

90.5 

N/A 
N/A 

43 

43 
1,~~ IP 

N/A 

1,441 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

23,387 P 

480 

N/A 

N/A 
1.2 

1.2 
31.3P 

N/A 
31.3 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

14.5P 

9.6 

156,759J 129,641 145,516J 179,666J NC NC 22,907 
N/A 

N/A 

14.6 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 435,360 360,950 N/A 82.9 N/A 

. ___ N~/~A,----,2::!4~5,", 0~1~0_--!.:15:.::9L' 4!:;8~3 __ ---.!N!!/!!A_ __-,6~5!... I,----,-,IVA 
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3,819.8 
3,491.8P 

3,230.0 

171.1 
89.8 

0.9 
1,518.8P 

249.2 
598.8 

NC 
NC 

NC 

N/A 
NC 

971.0 

968.5 

179.7P 

2,681.4 P 

N/A 
1,838.4P 

1,216.5 

1,574.3 
1,362.1 

212.2 
6.4P 

5,122.0 
238.8 

4,688.4 
165.3 
28.5 

2,084.6P 

694.6P 

19.3 
675.3 

1,274.9P 

2,465.1 
75.6 

2,389.4 

N/A 
2,246.0 

7.8 

1,540.9 

697.4 
3,065,7 

0.9 
3,065.8 

4,888.7 
8.1 

4,522.5 
3!')S.1 

2,722.1 
322.4 

2,399.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,477.2 

48.0 

1,029.0 

3,455.5 
I ,944.7 

" 

I 
'I 

1 
l 
I 
j 
j 
I 

,1 

State As percent Change In 
population of filed pending Filed per 

State, court tit I e, and un it of count In Beginning End End 100,000 
.!.h~ _"'p"en"'d'-'l.!!nl;lg ____ !.F!.1 ,-,I e~dc....-!O'-'I~s~po~s~e"dc....__1p~e:!!n~d!.!1 n!;9L DIsposed pend I ng Number Percent popu I at i on 

Number of defendan·ts 

Pennsy I van I a--Ph I I ade I ph I a 

Mun I c I pa I Court8 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mu'1 i c 1 pa I CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

II,lchlgan--Recorder1s Court of Detrolt9 •••• 

F I or I da--County Courtb, 9 ••••••••••••••••• 
Vlrglnla--Circult CourtS •••••••••••••••••• 
Georg I a--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or CourtC, I ,9 ••••••• , ••••••••••• 
State Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court9 •••••••••••••• e ••••••••••• 

Loul s I ana--STATE TOTAL ................... . 
District Courtc,I,S •••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court i and New Or leans 

Municipal Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--D Istrl ct Court and 

Justices of the Peacek,9 ........... .. 
Connecticut--Court of Conmon Pleas9 ...... . 
Colorado--County Court I ,9 ••••••••••••••••• 
Ar i zona--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super lor Court 1,8 • •••••••••••••••••••••• 
_ Justice of the Peace l •9 ................ . 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dl strict CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvislona,9 ................ . 

District of Columbla--Superior Courta,9 ... 

Number of charges 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Super lor Court 1 0 •••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
District COurt IO •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

De I aware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleasa,10 ••••••••••••••• 
Alderman's Court 10 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court 10 .......... .. 

No cooslstent definition 

M I nnesota--County Court 12 ••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Dlstr Ict Court 12 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court I2 ...................... . 

11,802 
10,690 

9,113 

8,353 
5,052 
4,984 

3,875 

3,611 
3,102 

2,575 
2,249 

884 

833 

700 

3,214 

582 

3,954 

827 

4,258P 

28,174 
3,089 

25,085 

N/A 
124,287 

4,437fh p 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
19,772P 

1I,509P 

1,204P 

1,204 

N/A 
454P 

454 
N/A 

3,378 

85 fh 

3,292fh 

3,299 

23,381 
11,653 
11,728 

827P 

327 

N/A 
N/A 

8,834P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

31,970P 

247,862 
21,363 

226,499 
8,240P 

177,628 
19,071 P 

S9,882P 

18,112 
68,443 

3,327 
58,603 
37,576 

21,027 

63,859 

91,I91 P 

25,742P 

20,139P 

3,357 
16,782 

437P 

437 

N/A 
22,939 

694 
22,245 
14,429 

56,564 
10,394 
46,170 
22,087P 

5,762 

N/A 
16,325 

33,933P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

32,237P 

250,473 
21,796 

228,677 
6,870P 

152,581 
18,998P 

81,OlOP 

16,959 
60,701 

3,350 
20, 736P 

N/A 

20,736 

N/A 
95,907P 
25,508P 

3,431 P 

3,431 

N/A 
16,051 

380 
15,671 
22,229 

706 
21,523 
14,305 

57,494 
13,487 
44,007 
6,750 lp 

5,645 

1,105 1 

N/A 

32,I49P 

27,428P 

25,931 

1,497 

3,6939p 

34,778 
2,6309 

32,I48g 

N/A 
(kl 

4,510P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
15,2639p 

1I,743P 

1,130P 

1, i30 
N/A 
511P 

511 
N/A 

4,088 

74 
4,014 
3,2219 

22,446 
8,5559 

13,891 
944P 

944 

N/A 
N/A 

IO,8449P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

100.8P 

101.1 
102.0 
101.0 
83.4P 

85.9 
99.6P 
90.IP 
93.6 
88.7 

100.7 
NC 

N/A 

98.6 

N/A 
105.2P 
99.IP 

NC 
102.2 

N/A 
NG 
87.0 

N/A 
96.9 

101.7 
95.8 
99.1 

101.6 
129.8 
95.3 
NC 
98.0 

N/A 
N/A 

94.7P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

11.51' 
14.0 
12.3 
14.2 

N/A 
N/A 
23.6P 

N/A 
N/A 
N(A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
16.7P 
45.6P 
NC 

33.7 
N/A 

NC 
116.9 

N/A 
17.8 
10.7 
18.0 
22.3 

39.7 
82.3 
30.1 
NC 
16.4 

N/A 
N/A 

32.0P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

-565P 
6,604 

-459 
7,063 

N/A 
N/A 

73P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
-4,509P 

234P 
-74P 
-74 

N/A 
57P 

57 
N/A 
710 
-12 

722 
-78 

-935 
-3,098 
2,163 

117P 

117 

N/A 
N/A 

2,OlOP 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-D.3P 
23.4 

-14.9 
28.2 

N/A 
N/A 

1.6P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/.~ 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
-22.8P 

2.0P 
-6.1P 
-5.1 

N/A 
12.5P 

12.6 

N/A 
21.0 

-14.0 

21.9 
-2.4 

-4.0 

-26.6 
18.4 
14.IP 

14. I 
N/A 
N/A 

22.8P 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NC 
2,318.6 

199.8 
2,118.8 

NC 
2,126.5 

377.5P 
1,803.4P 

363.4 
1,373.3 

66.8 
1,512.3 

969.7 

542.6 

1,768.7 

2,939.7P 

999.7P 
895.5P 

149.3 
746.2 
49.4P 

49.4 

N/A 
2,753.8 

83.3 
2,570.5 
2,051.3 

1,759.9 

323.4 
1,436.5 
3,795.0P 

990.0 

N/A 
2,805.0 

858.2P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can ba found In Part II of 

this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are d!splayed. AI I courts In Louisiana and Hawaii are displayed in the 
number of defendants grouping because this Is the unit of count grouping fer the general Jurisdiction court In both of these states. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC :: The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 
than 10. 

X = The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total, but were not available by category. 
-- :: Not applicable. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudga InformatIon. 

f8eglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end 
pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

gChang. In pending does not equal tho difference batween filings and 
dls~osltlons. 

hF 1 gure was computed. 
'Data are not complete. 
JExplanation of data Included In the category. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 
POata were not avallt~b-Ie for aJ I courts In the state. 
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6The criminal case unit of count is the number of Informations or 
I nd I ctments. 

7The criminal case unit of count is the number of Informations, 
Indictments, or complaints. 

8The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 
Information or indictment. 

9The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 
information, Indictment, or complaint. 

laThe criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 
liThe criminal case unit of count Is the case number aSSigned to the 

information, indictment, or complaint at arraignment. 
12The criminal case unit of count Is not consistent statewide. 



disposed cases as percent of the num­
ber of filings could not be calcu­
lated. This may preclude any conclu­
sions. Adjudication of misdemeanor 
caseloads may have been exped ited, 
as in the felony category, as a re­
sult of the Speedy Trial Act or state 
and local provisions that mandate the 
timely disposition of criminal cases. 

Figure U (above) indicates how 
well the trial courts disposed of 
their misdemeanor case load. This fig­
ure is based on the 22 'states' that 
reported comparable data for misde­
meanor cases filed and disposed in 
Table 33. Of these 22 'states', 18 
disposed of 90 percent or better of 
the number of cases filed. Of these, 
four 'states' disposed of more cases 
than were filed, thus reducing the 
number of end pending cases over 
beginning pending cases. There were 
only four states that disposed of 
80 to 90 percent of the number 
of misdemeanor cases filed. Nineteen 
states, however, did not report 
enough data to be calculated or did 
not report complete data for either 
dispositions or filings. With such 
a large number of states not report­
ing, or reporting data that cannot 
be compared, any inferences may be 
misleading. 

Only 15 'states' reported 
comparable data for the computation 
of the number of end pending cases 
as a percent of the number of filed 
cases. Only one state had over half 
the number of filings still pending 
at the end of the year. (See Figure 
V.) The percent changes in pending 
caseload are displayed in Table 33 
and shown in Figure W. Of the 22 
'states' reporting pending caseload, 
6 reduced the number of pending 
cases and 6 had an increase in 
pending caseload of over 20 
percent. 

The system of ranking by 
population the 'states' that use the 
same unit of count, and of dis­
playing the number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population, as is done 
in Table 33, allows for better 
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comparison. With all units of count 
taken together, there were 18 
'states' reporting misdemeanor 
filings for all courts handling 
misdemeanors. For these 18 
'states', the average number of 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
was 2,715.0 with a mid-point of 
2,282.3 and a range of 971..0 to 
6,477.2. 

Felony and misdemeanor case flow 
(Table 34). Table 34 shows the com­
bined felony and misdeaeanor crimi­
nal caseflow for the courts in 1976. 
Displayed in Table 34 are the report­
ed data from Tables 32 and 33, plus 
data from five additional states 
that do not separate felonies from 
misdemeanors (felony/misdeaeanor) 
and were not included in Tables 32 
or 33. In viewing the data in Table 
34 and in Figures U, V, and W, the 
reader will notice that the courts 
are remaining fairly current with 
their criminal case load. 

Figure U is based on the 51 
'states' that reported data for fel­
ony, misde.eanor, and felony/ 
miademeanor caseload in Table 34. 
Of the 27 'states' reporting compar­
able filings and dispositions, 22 
disposed of 90 percent or better of 
cases filed, with 8 'states' dis­
posing of over 100 percent of the 
number of cases filed. Four states 
disposed between 80 and 90 per-
cent of the number of cases filed, 
and one state disposed of less than 
70 percent of the number of cases 
filed. Twenty-three states, however, 
did not report enough data to be 
calculated or did not report com­
parable filings and dispositions. 
This number is large enough to change 
the distribution and percent range, 
and to lead to incorrect data 
interpretations if it is ignored. 

There were 20 'states' that 
reported comparable data for the 
computation in Table 34 of end 
pending cases as a percent of the 
number of cases filed. Of these 
'states', 11 had less than half the 

" 
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J 
number of cases filed still pending 
at the end of the year, and 2 had 
more cases pending than we1."e filed. 
(See Figure V.) Of the 34 'states' 
that reported pending case flow, 9 
reduced the number of pending cases, 
20 had less than a 20 percent 
increase, and only I had an increase 
of over 50 percent. (See Figure 
w. ) 

The final column in Table 34 
displays the number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population. The minimum, 
max Dnum, average, and mid-point for 
th is mea'sure are given in Figure X, 
arranged according to case unit of 
count. With all units of count 
taken together, there were 24 
'states' reporting felony and misde-

meanor filings for all courts han­
dling felony or misdemeanor cases. 
The average number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population was 2,971.4 
with a mid-point of 2,769.0 and a 
range of 376.9 to 6,990.8. 

Additional criminal case cate­
gories (Tables 35, 36, and 37). 
This group of tables (35-37) in­
cludes the following three criminal 
categories: ordinance violations, 
felony preliminary, and criminal 
appeals. Each table lists only the 
'states' and courts that reported the 
specific case type in their data. 
The 'state' data are footnoted with 
a "p" if a 11 courts hand ling the 
case type did not report data. These 
tables include the same five compara­
tive measures that appear throughout 
the tables in the trial courts 
section. 

The 'states' have been ranked by 
population and by unit of count to 
~llow for easier comparison between 
'states' of similar population and 
systems of counting. The listing of 
the data in this order and the use 
of the measure of the number of 
ca&es filed per 100,000 (last column 
in Tables 35-37) permit examination 
of possible patterns that may be 
developing. Population cannot be 
used as the only variable in seeking 
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correlations with caseload, but it 
is a possible indicator and should 
be coupled with other indices. 

Some general comments can be made 
about Tables 35-37 and the measures 
used therein. First, collecting data 
is a cumbersome task; compiling and 
categorizing it into specific case 
types requires even more energy, 
time, and effort. It can be said, 
in looking at Tables 35-37, that the 
more selective the case type, the 
lower the number of states reporting 
such data. The number of 'states' 
and courts that appear in Tables 
35-37 is small when compared with the 
number that appear in the tables 
showing felony and misdemeanor case 
types or certain r.ivil case types. 
Second, it appears that most courts 
ret>orted only "fi led" and "disposed" 
as caseflow for ordinance viola­
tions, felony preliminaries, and 
criminal appeals. This does not 
give a complete picture of case flow 
in the courts, but does show case­
load added in the current year. 
Finally, reporting only part of the 
case flow affects the use of compara­
tive measures in Tables 35-37. The 
rate of disposition of cases as a 
percent of filed and the number of 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
are the most complete columns. 

With regard to this information, 
some limitations must be pointed out. 
The larger numbers of cases filed per 
100,000 are scattered throughout the 
'states', regardless of population 
size. The lack of correlation be­
tween population and cases filed may 
result from any of a number of rea­
sons, some of which have been high­
lighted earlier. In addition, the 
variations in the case categories 
used by the 'states' make accurate 
compilation of case load very dif­
ficult. Case definitions used by the 
'states' may also cause inflated num­
bers and affect the measures. 
Factors such as these must be con­
sidered when making any comparison 
of case category statistics among 
'states'. More complete statistics 
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Table 34: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseflow. 1976. 

States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony. r.1isdemeanor. or 
felony/misdemeanor caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Numb&f and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100.000 population. 

State, court title, and unIt of count 

State 
population 

1n Beginning End 

As percent 
of filed 

End 

Change In 
p~nd I ~g Filed per 

100,000 

~ _p!,!e",n!!.d!,!1 n!l<S_-'F"'IC!.I"'ed'---=D~I'"sp"o"'s"'ed'---'p"'e"'nd!!.2lC!!nlLg Disposed pend I ng Number Percent population 

Informatlons# Indictments, canplalnts 

Illinois-Circuit COurt/ ............................. . 
New Jersey--Superlor Court (Law Division) and 

County COurts6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District coyt7 ................................... . 
Boston Municipal Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Housing Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• R ••••• "f ••••••••• 

Indlana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• " ••••• o ••• Q •••• ' •••••••• 

Superior Court and CircuIt Court' .................. . 
Criminal Court of Marlon Count y7 ................... . 
County COurt7 ............................ ". D ••••••••• 

Municipal Court of Marlon County7 •••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court of Marlon Count y7 .................. . 

Mlssourl--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court and COUI"t of Common Pleas6 ••••••••••• 
St. Louis Court of Criminal CorrectIon? ••••••••••• 

Wisconsin-STAlE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court6 ..................................... . 
CounTY Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••• 

Tenness6Q--Clrcult Court and Criminal Courtc ,6 ........ 

~1aryland--S.TATE TOTAl. ••••••••••••••••••••• t, •••••••••• 
Circuit Co~.rt6 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 
Oistrlct COul'+9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentucky--Clrcult C~urtl ,6 ••••••••••••• # .............. . 

10wa--Dlstrlct Court6 ••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
South Carollna--STATE TOTAL •• h~ .................... . 

CircuiT Court, County Court, and Clvi I afld Criminal 
Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• :- ••••••••• 

Magistrate Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••• ; •••• 
Oklahoma--DlsTrlct Cour..,.6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl--Clrcult Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ................................. . 

Circuit COurt 11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
District Court! I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• .! ••••••••• 
Justice Courtl,II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court7 .............................. . 
Ar ~nsas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••• " .............. . 
Municipal Courtl,7 •••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 
City Court and Police Court1,7 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice qf the Peace Court7 ••••••• Iote ............... . 

Utah--STATE TOTAL ................................... . 
D I sTr I ct Court 7 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court ••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ma I ne--Superl or Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ .•••••••• 
Rhode Is land--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SuperIor Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 •••••••••••• ~~ ••••••• " •••••••••••••• 

Montana--Dlstrlct Court7 ••••• ~ •••• " •••••••••••••••••• 
South DaI1DTa--Clrcult Court! ,6 •• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
North Da kota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District COurt6 •••••••••••••••••••• '!: ............... . 
County Court with Increa~ed Jurlsdlctlonl,7 •••••••• 
County Justice Ccurtl, 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• ,,, ••••••••••••••••••• 
Supflrlor Court6 ••••••••••••••• ~.~ •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••• I1 •••••••••••••••• 

AI.s ka--STATE TOTAL ................................. . 
Superior Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DISTriCT COurt7 •••••••••••••••••••• \ .••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~-Dlstrlct Court l ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nunber of def6ndants 

11,193 

7,339 
5,791 

5,313 

4,787 

4,610 

~ 
4,125 

3,436 
2,874 
2,844 

2,770 
2,365 
2,326 

19,27Shl 

26,571 1 

21,935P 

21.935 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

14,280P 

N/A 
356 
N/A 

13,918 
6 

10,17I P 
10,171 1 

N/A 
21,476 1h 

X 
X 

16,9431hp 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8,208P 

N/A 
11,126P 

458,190 

27,663 
221,225 

19,016 
167,051 

9.909 
5,198 

51 
99,009P 

29,163 
2,394 

31,815 
35,595 

42 
32,77I P 

16,080 
14,691 
59.595 

5,988 
53,607 

j 29,609P 

139,125 
28,519 

110,606 
11,013P 

N/A 
80,831 

376,335 

25,495 
17 ,057P 

17,057 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

95,585P 

37.293 
2,423 

23,715 
32,129 

25 
22,640P 

17,964J 
4,676 

59.676 
6,223 

53,453 
30,296P 

27.861 1 

27,856 
25 1 

11,589P 

69,426 
27,193 P 

26,739 
23,694P 

23,894 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

23,B04P 

N/A 
2069 
N/A 

23,5739 
23 

10,267P 

10,287 
N/A 

21,397 
X 
X 

16,254P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9,094gp 

N/A 
12,415P 

62.6 

92.2 
NC 

69.7 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

96.5P 
127.9 
101.2 
74.5 
90.3 
59.5 
69.IP 
99.4 
31.6 

100.1 
103.9 
99.7 

102.3P 

NC 
97.7 
NC 

105.2P 

N/A 
NC 

103.9 
NC 

125.7 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/.~ 

NC 

N/A 
6.7 

N/A 
66.2 
54.8 

NC 

56.9 
N/A 
35.9 

X 
X 

54.9P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

62.6P 

N/A 
NC 

2,166 
1,959P 

1,959 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9,524P 
N/A 

-146 
N/A 

9,655 
17 

116P 
116 
N/A 
-61 

X 
X 

-669P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
866P 
N/A 

1,287'> 

11,126 28,5~d 27,193 12,4159 95.3 43.5 1,2B7 

.~_-;'='2:'..2':'6::3'--_::-:-':N/':'A:-_-:: N/A N/A N/A N/A 
31;~::;i' 53,B76 51,995 33,762 96.5 62.7 1,861 

N/A 6,596P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
5.767P 51,104 49.153 5,337P 96.2 NC -430P 
4,974 h 14,485 14,909 4,550 102.9 31.4 -424 

N/A 31,683 29.302 N/A 92.5 N/A N/A 
793h 4,936 4,942 767 100.1 15.9 -6 

6.2 
6.9P 

8.9 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

66.7P 
N/A 
-41.6 
N/A 

69.4 
NC 

I.IP 
1.1 

N/A 
-0.4 

X 
-4.IP 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10.6P 

N/A 
11.6P 

11.6 
N/A 

5.9 
N/A 
-7.5P 
-6.5 

N/A 
-0.6 

.~ -,,,1 ,,,4,,,67,,,P,.--:-,,,5,,,,,66,,,0,,,P_-:-5,,,,,,,5,!,7,:.,1 P,-_..:.I "" 5:.:5,,6;:-P 9B.4P 27. 5P 69P 6. I P 
2,117 1,675P 116,190 11,730P 6,758P NC NC 1,Q83P 14.1P 

7,6751 '12,613 11,730 6,758 ~1.5 66.4 1.083 14.1 
N/A 99,254 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 3,520 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 603 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1,232 N/A 1I,076P 2,I20P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 2,520 2.120 N/A l!4. I N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 236 N/A N/A N/f, N/A N/A N/A 

____ • N/A 8,320j N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
1.071 -::3...!.6"4~4;:;hP,--"=6";,5=373""P--:6".3=3::9"P--4~,':03':'6"h:;;'P .~~ ----':1"'97.4P,--""!!5"'.0"PC" 

936 N/A 25,232 22,061 P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 2,667h N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 22,365 22.061 N/A 96.7 N/A N/A N/A 

755 N/A 2,122P 1,726P N/A 61.3P N/A N/A N/A 

___ 66_6 __ "'Ny./f2A __ -:-::...!N::/~A,.-_1':'3"',2';;7"'6TP __ ....!!N/'":A'-- _...!N,:/",A-:1_",N,,:/A,,-_ N/A N/A 
645 N/A 15,3391 13,494 1 N/A 66.0 1 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 902 650 N/A 94.2 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 9,939 1 6,616 1 N/A 86.7 1 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 4,496 4.026 N/A 69.6 N/A N/A N/A 

477 4,559 16,969 16,630 4,696 99.2 27.7 139 3.0 
II 41 30 22 73.2 53.7 II 100.0 

4,546 1 16,926 16,800 4,676 99.2 27.6 128 2.8 
406 4,605P 20,728 18.413P 6,046P NC NC 1,441P 31.3P 

N/A 615 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
4,605 18,452 17,041 6,046g 92.4 32.8 1,441 31.3 

N/A 1,461 1,372 N/A 93.9 N/A N/A N/A 
_..22.L _--'.7"'04"'P ___ I!.l • .=.32"'9"'P __ "'I,"'3"'46"'P __ --'6,,6"'7:....P 101.3P 51.7P -17P -2.4P 

Cal Ifornla--STATE TOTAL.............................. 21,522 N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

640,760 
54,906 
69,392 

516,462 
31,659P 

31,659 

526,193P 

50,094 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 
91.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Superior CourtB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 

New York--STATE TOTAL................................ 18,053 
Supreme Court and Count y COurtB •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and City Court! ,9 ................. .. 
Town and Village Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL................................... 12,599 
District Court and Criminal DistrIct Court8 •••••••• 
County Court at Law, Constitutional County Court l ,9 
Municipal Court I ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Just I ce of the Peace Court', 9 .................. II .. . 

219,036P 

62,279 
156.759J 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

660,765 
70,754 

129,641 
435,360 
245,010 

N/A 
478,099 
179,020P 

37,662 
47,943 
93,415 

737,579 
71,630 

145,516J 
360,950 
159,463 

241,069P 

61,403 
179,66&1 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
92.6 
NC 

119.0 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 

101.2 
NC 
62.9 
65.1 

NC 
66.6 
NC 

N/A 
N/A 

22,031 P 

-676 
22,907 

N/A 
N/A 

10.IP 
-1.4 
14.6 

N/A 
N/A 

4j1093.5 

376.9 
3,620.2 

326.4 
3.230.0 

171.1 
69.6 
0.9 

1,663.5P 

548.9 
NC 

598.6 
NC 
NC 

664.6P 

377.7 
NC 

1,292.7 
129.9 

1,162.8 

~-
3,372.7 

691.4 
2,681.4 

320.5P 

N/A 
2,842.2 

1,003.6 
1.636.4 
1,945.0 

297.0P 
2,197.1 

622.7 
1.362.1 

212.2 
246.2P 

5,486.4 
605.2 

4,668.4 
166.3 
26.5 

899.2P 
204.5 

19.3 
675.3 
610.0P 

2,695.7 
306.3 

2.369.4 
261.IP 
N/A 

2,376.1 1 

139.6 
1,540.91 

697.4 
3,557.4 

8.6 
3,546.6 
5,060.4 

199.8 
4,522.5 

356.1 
339.9P 

2,977.2 
255.1 
322.4 

2,399.7 
175.4P 
175.4 
N/A 
N/A 

6,990.6 
561.6 

1,029.0 
3,455.5 
1,944.7 

(conti nued on nSlCt page) 
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Table 34: Combined telon and misdemeanor caseflow 

Stats, court title, and unit of count 

Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common P leasB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Philadelphia Municipal Courtr1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oh I o--STATE TOTAL ................................... . 
Court of Corrrnon Pleas8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County COurt8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M I ch I gan--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Court of oetrolt9 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florlda--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
Circuit Courtb,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Courtb,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult COurt8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgla--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 

Superior Courtc,I,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• 
State Court9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Loulslana--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District CourtC, I,B •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court l and New Orleans Municipal Court7 ..... .. 

A I abama--C I rcu It COurt6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior CourtB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Justices of the Peacek,9 ........ 

Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior CourtB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Comon Pleas9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court I ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ", 

Arl zona--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court I ,8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace l ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebrask<l--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Mexlco--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magi strate Courtb, 7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawall--STATE TOTAL ................................. . 
Circuit COurt8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court IO ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--STATE TOTAL .................................. . 
District CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslona ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta,9 •••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Dlstrlct Court I ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Courta ,8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Convnon Pleasa, 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alderman's Court IO ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court IO ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ntaber of charges 

PUerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court 10 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court 10 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

tt> conslstont definition 

·North Carollna--Super!or Courtk, 12 ••••••••••••••••••• 
MJ nnesota--county Court 12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super lor Court 12 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DistrIct COurt I2 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court I2 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1976 (continued) 

State 
population 

In 8eglnnlng End 

As percent 
of tiled 

thousands -;,p;,.::;n~d;;:1 n;"S_-:-:::F;"I.;.1 e~d:,;---"D71 s~p~o:::se=:d!---Ep",en!!!d!ll~ns~ 
'11;8ii2 31.496P 100.197P 96,645P 26.731P 

End 
Disposed pend I ng 

96.5P 26.7P 
27,238 66.227 66,406 23.0369 97.3 33.6 
4,256 31,970 32,237 3,6939 100.6 11.6 

10,690 34,661 278,389 2BO,785 41,480 100.9 14.9 
6,467 1 30,527 30,312 6,702 99.3 22.0 
3,089 21,363 21,796 2,6309 102.0 12.3 

25.065 226.499 226,677 32.1469 101.0 14.2 
9,113 15,532 1p 47,IIIP 42,646P 16,206 1p 9O.9P NC 

10,811 t 25,82124,96211,670 96.745.2 
• 4,721 1 21.290 17 .664 6,536 1 64.0 NC 

6.353 176,364 243,427 216,437 N/A 86.9 N/A 
52,097 65,799 63.656 (k) 97.0 N/A 

124,267 177 ,626 152,561 (k) 65.9 N/A 
5,052 12.1741hp 42,643P 42,250P 12,767P 98.6P 29.6P 
4,964 N/A 114,732P 104,273P N/A 90.9P N/A 

N/A 42,962 40,222 N/A 93.6 N/A 
N/A 66,443 60,701 N/A 66.7 N/A 

_--;;N:;/A;:-_-;3~'C;3~27:-_~3,~3~5~0,-_-!N!L/!lA_ 100.7 N/A 
3,675 N/A 73,324 20,736P N/A --':':NC:-'-'---':'N~!!A'---

N/A 52,297 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 21,027 20.736 N/A 96.6 N/A 
3,653 N/A 19.593P N/A N/A N/A N/A 
3.611 N/A 74.760 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 10.691 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 63.669 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3,102 23,142 95,746 100,007 19,111 104.5 20.0 
3,370 4,555 4,100 3,8489 90.0 84.5 

19,772 91,191 95.907 15,2639 105.2 16.7 
2,575 11,509P 36,714P 25,50aP 11,743P NC t..c 

N/A 10.972 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
11,509 25,742 25,508 11,743 99.1 45.6 

2,249 5,882P 30,695P 13,765P 6,030P NC NC 

5,6621 13,913 13,765 6,030 96.9 43.3 
N/A 16,762 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1,552 11,533P 36,769P 35. 362P 12.96JP 96.2P 35.2P 
777 4,416 4,431 762 100.3 17.3 

10,756 32,353 30,931 12,1999 95.6 37.7 
1,172 2,096P 19,648 4,573P 2, 22:JP NC NC 

2,096 4,706 4,573 2,229 97.2 47.4 
N/A 14,942 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

864 1,763P 1,986P 17,309 2.133P NC 107.3P 
1,783 1,988 1,638 2,133 82.4 107.3 

N/A N/A 15,671 N/A N/A N/A 
833 4,130 25,55924,680 5,009 96.619.6 

836 3,314 3,157 995 95.3 30.0 
3,292 lh 22,245 21,523 4,014 96.8 18.0 

700 5.307 18,656 19,064 4.6979 102.2 25.2 
613 N/A 4,633P N/A N/A N/A N/A 
562 2,420P 25,673P 10.772 IP 2,301P NC NC 

3,214 

5,462 
3,954 

827 

1.593 3,786 4,022 1,357 106.2 35.6 
827 5,762 5.·fj45 944 98.0 16.4 
N/A N/A I, 105 1 N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 16,325 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

37,529 
25,601 
11,726 

N/A 
6,634P 

2,539P 

2,539 
N/A 
N/A 

71,641 
25.471 
46,170 

29,OIOP 
33,933P 

4,033P 

4,033 
N/A 
N/A 

71,655 
27,648 
44,007 

N/A 
32,149P 

30,668 
3,240h 

25,931 
I ,497 

37,315 
23.4249 
13,691 

N/A 
!O,844gp 

3,332P 

3,332 
N/A 
N/A 

100.3 
109.3 
95.3 

N/A 
94.7P 
NC 
60.3 

N/A 
N/A 

52.1 
92.0 
30.1 

N/A 
32.0P 
82.6P 
62.6 

N/A 
N/A 

Table 34 
Change In 

pending 

Number 
-4,765P 

-4.200 
-565 

6,619 
215 

-459 
7,063 
2.674 1 P 

659 
1,615 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
593P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-4,031 
478 

-4,509 
234P 

N/A 
234 
146P 

148 
N/A 

1,426P 

-15 
1.443 

133P 

133 
N/A 
350P 
350 
N/A 
679 
157 
722 

-610 
N/A 

-119P 
-236 

117 
N/A 
N/A 

-214 
-2,377 

2,163 

N/A 
2.010P 

793P 
793 
N/A 
N/A 

Percent 
-15.IP 
-15.4 
-13.3 

19.7 
3.3 

-14.9 
26.2 
17.2 Ip 

7.9 
36.4 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4.9P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-17.4 

14.2 
-22.6 

2.0P 

N/A 
2.0 
2.5P 
2.5 

N/A 
12.4P 

-1.9 
13.4 
6.3P 
6.3 

N/A 
19.6P 
19.6 

N/A 
21.3 
16.7 
21.9 

-11.5 
N/A 
-4.9P 

-14.6 
14.1 

N/A 
N/A 

-0.6 
-9.2 
16.4 

N/A 
22.6P 
31.2P 
31.2 

N/A 
N/A 

a • 2 

Filed per 
100,000 

population 
649.0P 
576.1 

NC 
2.604.2 

265.6 
199.8 

2.116.8 
517.0P 
263.3 

NC 
2,914.2 

767.7 
2,126.5 

646.0P 
2,302.0P 

862.0 
1,373.3 

66.6 
1,692.2 
1,349.6 

542.6 
536.4P 

2.070.3 
301.6 

1.766.7 
3,086.6 

146.6 
2,939.7 
1,425.8P 

426.1 
999.7 

1,364.8P 

616.6 
746.2 

2,369.IP 
264.5 

2,064.6 
1,676.5 

401.5 
I ,274.9 

224.9P 
224.9 

N/A 
3,066.3 

397.8 
2,670.5 
2.665. I 

755.6P 
4,445.5P 

650.5 
990.0 
N/A 

2,805.0 

2,229.0 
792.5 

1,436.5 

531.IP 
656.2P 
467.7P 
48(.7 

N/A 
N/A 

Note: Felon~ preliminary cases are not Included on this table. Footnotes that apply to the data on this Table are given t"lelow. Expla~.atory Information pertaining 
to .ho footnotes can be found In Part II of this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. All courts In Louisiana, 

NebrtaSka
l 

' Hawhall, ahnd Delaware are displayed In the number of defendants grouping, because this Is the unit of count group in9 for the general Jurisdiction 
cour n sac of t ese states. 

N/A = Th Is case type Is hand I ed by the court, but the data are unava II ab 19. 

NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less than 10. 
X,= The data for this type of case are known to be Included In the total, but were not available by category. 

acourt jurisdiction. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 

fSeglnnlng pendIng figure for the 1976 court year does not equal 
the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

gChange In pendIng does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 

JExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
i)\ddltlonal Information available. 

Poata were not available for all courts In the state. 

6rhe criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations or Indlctments~ 
7The crIminal case unIt of count Is the number of Informations, Indictments, or 

complaints. 

"SThs criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information 
or Indictment. 

9The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information, 
Indictment, or oomplalnt. 

10The criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 
liThe criminal case unit of count Is the number assigned to the Information, 

Indictment, or complaint at arraignment. 
12The crIminal case unIt of oount Is not consistent stateWide. 
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and accurate classification of cases 
would permit more effective analysis 
of the data in Tables 35-37. 

Tables 35-37 and the disposed 
cases as percent of the number of 
filed cases listed in Figure U 
(above) indicate that the courts and 
'states' were keeping current to a 
degree in 1976 in disposing of cases 
being filed. In all three categories 
a major ity of the states disposed of 
at least 90 percent of the number 
of cases filed. In add ition, the 
major concentration for total 
criminal case flow falls in the same 
range. There are, however, a higher 
number of 'states' disposing of fewer 
than 80 percent of the number ot 
cases filed for ordinance violations, 
felony preliminaries, and criminal 
appeals than for other criminal 
ca tegories or for total criminal 
case flow. 

The end pending cases as percent 
of the number of filed cases listed 
in Figure V (above) shows that Tables 
35-37 indicate low proportions of the 
number of cases filed remaining 
pending at the end of the court year. 
The majority of 'states' a~pear 1n 
the 0 to 30 percent range. In 
most of the other rows of this 
figure, the major concentration for 
a 11 criminal cases appears in th is 
same range, but for the other 
criminal categories, there are more 
'states' located in the higher 
percent ranges. 

The next measure, percent change 
in pending cases, in Figure W (above) 
and Tables 35-37, indicates that 
'states' reported a decrease in cases 
pending at the end of the court year 
as follows: one 'state' for ordi­
nance violations; three 'states' for 
felony prel~inary; and three states 
for criminal appeals. In addition, 
the majority of states reported 
having less than a 20 percent 
increase in the cases pending at the 
end of the court year. 

The minimum, maximum, average, 
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and mid-point for the cases filed per 
100,000 population measure are dis­
played in Figure X. In the 7 
'states' that reported ordinance 
violations, 11 'states' that 
reported felony preliminary, and 21 
'states' that reported criminal 
appeals in all courts handling the 
case type, the average number of 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
was 1,517.8, 585.2, and 122.0, 
respec ti ve ly. 

General comparisons. A few 
general comparisons can be made by 
using the results of the five 
measures from Tables 31-37, Which 
are displayed in Figures U, V, W, 
and X. First, the disposition rate 
(dispositions as a percent of the 
number of cases filed) was in 
general higher for the felony case 
category and lower for the criminal 
appeals case category, with the 
misde.eanor rate also being fairly 
high. Second, the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a 
pe.rcent of the number of cases filed 
indicates that the felony case 
category has the higher ratios of 
pendings to filings, While the 
ordinance violations case category 
has the lower ratios. Third, the 
percent change in pending case load 
is similar for all case categories 
except that the misdemeanor and 
ordinance violations case categories 
have a slightly higher proportion of 
the 'states' with over a 20 per-
cent increase. Finally, the filed 
per 100,000 measure indicates that 
the largest volume of criminal cases 
is in the misdemeanor case category, 
the smallest volume is in the crimi­
nal appeals category, and the next 
smallest volume is in the felony 
case category. When the averages 
are compared, the number of filings 
per 100,000 for ordinance violations 
is higher than for felony prelbDi­
nary, but the mid-points are similar. 

In summary, it appears that the 

~~--------------------------------------------------.------------------------------

Table 35: Ordinance violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations case­
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100,000 population. 

State, court title, and unit of count 

Inf.,..,.,tlons. Indlctnoents. OOIIplalnts 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court' ................ .. 
Wisconsln--Munlcfpal Justice Court7 ••••••• 
I owa--D i str I ct Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Mun I c I pa I Court I, 11 ••••••••••••••• 
Nebras ka--Count y Court 7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Dlty Court7 ........................ . 

Number of defendants 

Ca II forn I,--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
Just I r.:e Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York--Dlstrlct Court and 

City COurt l • 9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvonla--Dlstrlct Justice Court9 ••••• 
Mlchlgon--Recorderfs Court of' Oetrolt9 .... 
Florlda-..county Courtb,9 •••••••••••••••••• 
Lou I s I ana--C It y Court and Par I sh Court I. 

Municipal and TraffIc Court9 •••••••••• 
Washlngton--Munlclpal and Pollee Court k,9. 

Kentuc ky--Po I Ice Courtb, 9 ••••••••••••••••• 
01 str I ct of Co I umb I a--Super I or Courta, 9 ••• 

Number of charges 

Puerto R I co--D I str I ct Court to ••••••••••••• 
Hawall--Olstrtct Court 10 •••••••••••••••••• 

No consistent def Inltlon 

Mlnnesota--County Court 12 

State 
popUlation 

In Beginning 
thousands 

11,193 
4.610 
2,874 
2,326 
1,552 
1,232 

21,522 

18,053 
II ,802 
9,113 
8,353 

3,875 
3,611 
3,436 

700 

3,214 
884 

3,954 

pend I n9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3.433hp 

1,291P 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7,214P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
237 

263P 
399 

875P 

End 

As ~rcent 
of filed 

End 
Flied 0 I sposed pend I n9 0 I sposed pend I n9 

61,922 
N/A 
N/A 

14.070P 
8,277P 

15,353P 

29,298 
4,048 

25.250 

N/A 
214.570P 

75,178P 

14.214P 

91,131 P 

39.112 
185.275 

3,177 

58,886 
25,044P 
93,183 
13,334P 

8,211P 
N/A 

21.564P 

N/A 
21.564 

20,736P 
205,475P 

N/A 
12,519P 

72,256P 

N/A 
N/A 

3,168 

840P 895P 
25,070 24 ,881 

S,086P 4,924P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,169P 

1,357P 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
( k) 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
2829 

208P 
588 

I ,1669P 

95.1 
N/A 
N/A 

94.8P 
99.2P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

29.6P 
16.4P 

N/A 

NC N/A 
N/A N/A 
85.4 N/A 

N/A N/A 
95.8P N/A 

N/A N/A 
88.IP N/A 

79.3P N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
99.7 8.9 

106. sP 24.8P 
99.2 2.3 

96.8P 22.9P 

Change In 
pend I n9 Filed per 

100,000 
Number Percent popu I at I on 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
736P 
66P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

WA 
N/A 
45 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

21.4P 
5.IP 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

19.0 

553.2 
N/A 
N/A 
604.9P 
533.3P 

I ,246. 2P 

136.1 
18.8 

117.3 

N/A 
1,818.IP 

NC 
170.2 

2,351.8P 

1,083.1 
5,392.2 

453.9 

-55P -20.9P 26. I P 
189 47.4 2,836.0 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistIcal profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A ; This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

NC = The numbBr Was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the dlll!:or was less 
than 10. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 

bpart I cu rar court or report I ng s ystam I n format Ion. 

9Change In pendln9 does not equal the difference between filings 
and dispositions. 

hF Igure was computed. 
IOata are not complete. 

"Additional Information available. 

POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

trial courts are keeping current 
with the criminal case flow entering 
the court system. Some of the rea-' 
sons for th is may be identified as 

6The cr J m I no I case un I t of count Is the number of I n format Ions or I nd I ctments. 

7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informatlons~ Indictments, or 
complaints. 

9The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the information, 
Indictment, or complaint. 

leThe criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 

liThe criminal case unit of count Is the case number assigned to the Information, 
Indictment, or complaint at arraignment. 

12The criminal case unit of count Is not oonslstent statewldo" 

(1) speedy trial provisions, (2) local 
or state time guide lines for pro­
cessing criminal cases, (3) federal 
agencies that provide grants to 

In this annual report, more data 
are available because of the growing 
awareness among state court adminis­
trators of the need for good data. 
Traffic cases were removed from the 
criminal section. This has caused 
some problems in that some states 
reported criminal and traffic com­
bined, and the data could not be sep­
arated. In future annual reports, 
this separation will be pursued. 

study court Unprovement, and (4) 
alternative types of programs that 
operate within the trial courts. 
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Table 36: Felony preliminary caseflow for trial courts. 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of COlint groupings. Courts reporting felony preliminary case­
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100.000 population. 

Stat •• court title. and unit of count 

Informations, Indictments. complaints 

Indlana--STATE TOTAL .................... .. 
Superior Court and Circuit Court? •••••• 
County Court 1, ••••• , • , •••••••••••••••••• 

1~lssourl--st. Louis Court of 
Criminal Correction 7

t ••••••••••••••••• 

10wa-~Dlstrlct Court6 .... "' .............. . 
South Carol! na--Mag I strate Court6 ••••••••• 
Oregon--D I str 1 ct Court II, ••••••••••••••••• 
Nebras ka--Count y Court 7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Clty Court7 ....................... .. 
New Mex I co--Mag I strate Courtb• 7 ......... .. 
Rhode Island-District Court7 ........... .. 
North Da kota--sTATE TOTAL ............... .. 

County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction',? ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Just! ce Court I ,7 ••••••••••••••••• 
Alasl<a--sTATE TOTAL ...................... . 

District Court7 ........................ . 
Magi strates Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of defendants 

Cal Iforn I a--sTATE TOTAL .................. . 
Justt ca Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
t~unlclpal Court9 ••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 

New York--Dlstrlct Court and City Courtl.9 
Pennsyl vanl a--sTATE TOTAL ................ . 

Phlladelpnla Municipal Court8 .......... . 
District Justice Court9 ................ . 

Ohlo--sTATE TOTAL ....................... .. 
County Court8 .......................... . 
Municipal CourtS ........................ . 

Florlda--County Courtb,9 •••••••••••••••••• 
W"shlngton--Dlstrlct Courtk.9 ............ . 

Kentuc ky--Quarter I y Court and Po I Ice 
Courtb, 9, ••••••••••••••••• , ••• _ •••• '" 

Colorado--County Court' ,9 •••••••••••••••.•• 
Arlzona--Justlccs of the Peace' ,9 ••••••••• 
Id2lho--Maglstrates Dlvlslona,9 •••••••••••• 
Drs1'~;ct of Columbla--Suporlor Courta ,9"'4 

Number of charges 

Puerto Rlco--TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior CourtlO ...................... .. 
District Court 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace 10 ••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court10 ...................... . 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

5.313 

4.787 
2.874 
2.844 
2.326 
1.552 
1.232 
1.172 

936 

645 

408 

21.522 

18.053 
11.802 

10.690 

8.353 
3.611 

3.436 
2.575 
2.249 

833 
700 

3.214 

Beg I nn I ng 
pend I n9 

186P 
186 
N/A 

N/A 
2.709 

N/A 
N/A 

4.171 P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
476P 
476 

N/A 

N/A 

"'N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
950P 

950 
N/A 

5.152 
510 

4.642 
15.347P 

N/A 

N/A 
oP 

N/A 
1.191 

243 

Filed 

6.353P 

2.001 
4.352 

5.113P 

19.980 
18.263P 

8.086P 

4.328P 

N/A 
8.745P 

6.392P 

961 1 

289 
1.548 
1.449 

99 

105.421 
10.423 
94.998 

N/A 
113.975 

11.934 
102.041 
42.531 
3.997 

38.534 
22.031Jp 
9.083 

24.081 
16.120P 
14.058 
4.866 
8.073 

Disposed 

4.756P 

927 
3.829 

3.067P 

19.590 
18.367P 

7.977P 

3.99SP 

5.038 
N/A 

6.108P 

821 1 

228 
1.426 
1.359 

67 

80.149P 

N/A 
80.149 
13.740" 

115.919 
12.127 

103.792 
43.556 
3.812 

39.744 
20.803Jp 

N/A 

N/A 
16.120P 

14.058 
4.631 
8.139 

End 
pend t n9 

8P 
89 

N/A 

N/A 
3.099 

N/A 
N/A 

4.5079P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
573P 
573g 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
757P 

757 
N/A 

5.318 
7099 

4.609g 
( k) 

N/A 

N/A 
oP 

N/A 
1.426 

177 

7.084P 21.766P 97.894 7.392P 

463 860 904 419 
6.621 20.906 20.554 6.973 

N/A N/A 67. 2G7j N/A 

N~ N~ ~1~ N~ 

As percent 
of fll ed 

End 
Disposed pend I "9 

74.9P 
46.3 
88.0 

60.0P 
98.0 

100.6P 
98.7P 
92.4P 

N/A 

N/A 
95.6P 
83.9 

85.4 
78.9 
92.1 
93.8 
67.7 

NC 
N/A 

84.4 
N/A 
101.7 
101.6 
101.7 
102.4 
95.4 

103.1 
94.4P 

N/A 

N/A 
100.0P 
100.0 
95.2 

100.8 

NC 
105.1 
98.3 

NC 
0.4 

N/A 

N/A 
15.5 

N/A 
N/A 
104.0P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

39.5 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 
6.3 

N/A 
12.5 
17.7 
12.0 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
O.OP 

N/A 
29.3 
2.2 

NC 
48.7 
33.4 

Change In 
pend I n9 

Number Percent 

-178P 
-178 
N/A 

N/A 
390 
N/A 
N/A 
331P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

97P 

97 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-193P 

-193 
N/A 
166 
199 
-33 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
oP 

N/A 
235 
-66 

-95.7P 
-95.7 
N/A 

N/A 
14.4 

N/A 
N/A 

7.9P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

20.4P 
20.4 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-20.3P 

-20.3 
N/A 

3.2 
~9.0 

-0.7 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
19.7 

-27.2 

3D8P 4.3P 
-44 -9.5 
352 5.3 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

Filed par 
100.000 

population 

119.6P 
37.7 
81.9 

106.8P 
695.2 
642.2P 
291.9P 
347.6P 
N/A 
746.2P 
682.9P 
193.8 

149.0 
44.8 

379.4 
355.1 
24.3 

489.8 
48.4 

441.4 
N/A 
965.7 

NC 
864.6 __ 

397.9 
37.4 

360.5 
263.7P 
251.5 

700.8 
626.0P 
625.1 
584.2 

1,153.3 

677.2P 

Hawall--Distrlct CourtlO •••••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Justlce of the Peace Court 10 .... 

884 N/A N/A 738 N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 

26.8 
650.5 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
203.8P • __ ~5~8~2 ____ ~N~/A~ ____ ~I.~1~86~P ____ ~N~/A~ ____ N/A N/A N/A 

No oenslstent definition 

Now Hampshlre--sTATE TOTAL................ 827 N/A N/A 2.999P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
District Court I2........................ N/A N/A 2.920 N/A N/A II/A N/A N/A N/A 
Municipal Court I2...................... N/A N/A 79 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A _"'N/"'A'-__ 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 

th I 5 report, where stat I st I ca I prot 11 as for a II courts 1 n each state are d I sp I a yed. 

N/A = Ttl·':;. t;E~..:e type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC ::: The : •. rt1ber Was not con',Juted because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less 
than 10. 

"court Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
9Change I n pend I ng does nat equa I the d I flerence between filii ngs and 

disposition. 
'Data are not comp I ete. 
JExplanatlon of data InclUded In the category. 
"Additional Information available. 
POata were not available for all courts In the state. 

6The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations 0(' 

I nd I ctments. 
7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations, 

Indictments or cOOlplalnts. 
8rha crIminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 

I n format I on or I nd I ctment. 
9rhe criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 

Infonnatlon, Indictment, or canplalnt. 
IOThe crIminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 

liThe criminal case unit of count Is the case number assigned to the 
informatIon, indlc1ment, or complaint at arraignment. 

12TOO criminal case unIt of count Is not consIstent statewide. 
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Table 37: Criminal appeals caseflow for trial courts. 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals case­
flow. Disposed and end pending as a percetlt of filed. Numb,er and percent change in pending. Filed 
per 100.000 population. 

State, court title, and unit of count. 

Informations, Indlctroonts, c::oaplalnts 

New Jersey--County COurt6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 ........................ .. 

Mlssourl--sTATE TOTAL ................... .. 
C I rcU It Court and Court 

of Corrrnon PI eas6 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
St. Louis Court of Criminal 

State 
popu I at I'on 

In 
thousands 

7.339 
5.791 

4.787 

Beginning 
pend I ng 

797 t 

21.212P 

21.212 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

3.790 
34,152 
18.492 
15,660 

144P 

N/A 

Disposed 

3.730 
16.747P 

16.747 
N/A 

3.310P 

3.310J 

End 
pend I n9 

857 
22.957P 
22.957 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pending 

98.4 
NC 
90.6 

N/A 
NO 

N/A 

22.6 
NC 

124.1 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

60 7.5 
1.745P 8.2P 
1,745 8.2 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Filed per 
100.000 

~ill2!!. 

51.6 
589.7 
319.3 
270.4 

NC 

N/A 

Correct I on 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 144 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NC 
Maryland--Clrcult Court6 ................. . 

Oklahoma--D I strl ct COurt6 ••••••••••••••••• 
__ ~4~,1~25~ _~N~/A~ __ ~5~,~<~5~ __ ~5~,~2~17~ __ ~~N~/A~ __ ~98=.~7 __ ~N~/~A ___ ~N~/A~~N~/~A ____ ~12~8~.~1 __ 

2."170 1.2491 1.346 1.405 1.190 104.4 88.4 -59 -4.7 48.6 
Kansas--Dlstrlct Court? ................ .. 2.299 435f 1.366 ;,7% 505 94.9 37.0 70 16.1 59.4 
Utah--Dlstrlct COurt7 ................... .. 1.232 N/A 548 374 N/A 68.2 N/A N/A N/A 44.5 
Rhode Island--Superlor Court6 ........... .. 936 N/A 410 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 43.8 
North Dakota--Dlstrtct COurt6 ••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superlor Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 

645 N/A 97P 73P N/A 75.3P N/A N/A N/A 15.0P 
408 N/A 85 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 20.8 

NlOnber of defendants 

Ca II forn I a--Super I or Court8 ••••••••••••••• 
Texas:"-County Court at Law and 

Constitutional County COurtl.9 ........ 
Pennsylvanla--Court of COfMlOn Pleas8 •••••• 

Michlgan--Gircult COurt9 •••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb,9 ••••••••••••••••• 
Alabama--Clrcult COurt8 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Super I or Court8 ............. .. 
Co I orado--D I str I ct Court and Denver 

Superior Court8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
NebrasJ<a--Dlstrlct Court8 ••••••••••••••••• 
I daho--D I str I ct Court8 ................... . 

Number of charges 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court 10 ••••••••••••• 

No oonslstoot definition 

North Carollna--Superlor Courtk.12 ........ 
New Hampshlre--Superlor Court12 •••• " •••••• 

21.522 

12.599 
11.802 
9.113 
8,353 
3.653 
3.511 

2.575 
1.552 

833 

3,214 

5.462 
827 

N/A 

N/A 
1.479 

548f 

145 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
1.922 

2.524 

38.782 
7.105 

605 
367 

5.873 
3.162 

322 
2.799J 

65 

480 

23.537 
2.398 

2.148 

N/A 
7.097 

613 
31 1 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
2.392J 

49 

N/A 

N/A 
2.476h 

N/A 

N/A 
1.487 

540 
( k) 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
525J 
58 

N/A 

N/A 
1.844 

85.1 

N/A 
99.9 

101.3 
NC 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
85.5 
75.4 

N/A 

N/A 
103.3 

N/A 

N/A 
20.9 
89.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
18.8 
89.2 

N/A 

N/A 
76.9 

N/A 

N/A 

-8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
407 

16 

N/A 

N/A 
-78 

N/A 

N/A 
0.5 

-1.5 
N/A 
'N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
344.9 
38.1 

N/A 

N/A 
-4.1 

11.7 

307.8 
60.2 
6.6 
4.4 

160.8 
87.6 

12.5 
180.3 

7.8 

14.9 

430.9 
290.0 

Not~: Footnotes that appl y to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
th r s report. where stat I st r ca I prof II es for a II courts I n each state are d I sp I a yed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed InapproprIate If the divisor was 

less than 10. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hF I gure was computed. 

IData are not comp I ete. 
JExplonatlon of data Included In the category. 
"Additional Information available. 
PData were not available for all 'courts in the state. 

6The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations or Indictments. 
7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations, indIctments, or complaints. 
BThe criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the Information or Indictment. 
9rhe criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the information, Indictment, or complaInt. 

10The criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 
l2The criminal case unit of OJunt Is not consistent statewide. 

Criminal disposition types 
(Table 38). This table displays the 
'states' and courts that have report­
ed criminal disposition types. To 
aid in comparison, the 'states' have 
been listed in population order with-
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in their unit of count groupings. 
This table displays total criminal 
dispositions as well as the following 
six disposition types: plea, total 
conviction {which includes pleas as 
well as other convictions by the 



courts), trial conviction, acquit­
tal, nolle prosequi, and diamia-
.&1 (which includes cases dismissed 
because of action on another case). 
Twenty-nine court systems (27 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico) reported data for inclusion in 
Table 38. Because of the small num­
ber of states reporting each type of 
criminal disposition data, ~ompari­
sons or specific conclusions could be 
misleading, but some interesting 
points can be noted. 

Among the six disposition types, 
the disposition type "pleas" is re­
ported most often. Of the 29 
'states' displayed in Table 38, 28 
reported data for this disposition 
type in some courts. In addition, 
13 of the 25 'states' with percents 
computed used this method of disposi­
tion for 50 percent or more of the 
cases disposed. The average of the 
25 state proportions of total dis­
positions that fall into the "pleas" 
category is 50.6 percent. The next 
disposition type for which dqta were 
most complete is "dismi,ssals." Of 
the 29 states, 25 reported dismissal 

data for some courts. The average of 
the 21 state values of dismissal dis­
positions was much 10wer--22.3 per­
cent. If the individual court values 
are looked at instead of the 'state' 
total values, more data are avail-
able, but the averages and midpoints 
are similar to those for the 'state' 
totals. For all courts reporting, 
the average percent of cases disposed 
by a guilty plea was 48.7, with 6.5 
percent of the cases resulting in a 
trial conviction, 4.0 percent result­
ing in an acquittal, 17.4 percent re­
sulting in a nolle prosequi, and 22.4 
percent being dismissed. These aver­
ages along with the ranges and mid­
points are displayed in Figure Y 
(below). 

One very important point about 
Table 38 is that only 29 court sys­
tems reported data for inclusion, and 
not all courts in each of these 
'states' reported data. This makes 
comparison very difficult because 
data from the other courts and other 
states could change the picture com­
pletely. Therefore, conclusions 
drawn at this time may be misleading. 

Figure Y: Criminal disposition types as a percent of 'the number of 
criminal dispositions in trial courts. 

Percent of criminal dispositions 
for individual courts: 

Disposition" type: 
Plea 
Total conviction 
Trial conviction 
Acquittal ••• 
Nolle prosequi. 
Dismissal ••• 

Percent of criminal dispositions 
for 'state' totals for all courts 
reporting: 

Disposition type: 
Plea 
Total conviction 
Trial conviction 
Acquittal ••• 
No lle prosequi. 
Disco ssal ••• 

Courts 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

45 
12 
IB 
IB 
13 
41 

'States' 
~orting 

24 
5 
7 
B 
6 

21 

106 

6.1 
23.6 
0.2 
0.1 
3.B 
1.B 

B2.5 
7B.7 
16.7 
17.5 
39.6 
50.4 

4B.7 
4B.3 

6.5 
4.0 

17.4 
22.4 

49.4 
51. 2 
6.0 
2.4 

17.5 
21. 5 

Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

20.9 
33.2 

1.9 
1.3 
5. 7 
1.B 

76. B 
7B. 7 

B. 1 
15.9 
2B.5 
41. 2 

50.6 
56.9 
5.2 
3.9 

1B.3 
22.3 

51. 4 
5B.O 
5.5 
2.4 

1B.2 
22.2 

I 

ij 

I 
1 
\ 
I 
j 

1.1 
Ii 
j' : , : 

I 

J i 
[

-I , i 
",.1 

Criminal trial data (TablE!' 39). 
This table displays the 69 individual 
courts that reported criminal trial 
data. The' states' have been listed 
in population order within their par­
ticular unit of count grouping. This 
table includes four kinds of informa­
tion that will aid comparison: (1) 
case categories that were included in 
the reporting of trial data; (2) the 
court's definition of a criminal 
trial; (3) the number and percent of 
jury and non-jury trials as a percent 
of total criminal trials, and (4) the 
percent of jury, non-jury, and total 
trials as compared to the total 
criminal dispositions. 

Table 39 does not permit de fi­
nite conclusions about the data or 
direct comparisons between 'states' 
f or the fo 11 owi ng rea sons: ( 1) the 
data do not represent the same case 
ca tegories in each court; (2) the 
trial definitions are not similar 
throughout the courts displayed; (3) 
the courts use different units of 
count; and (4) the data displayed 
are only a small proportion of the 
total picture that could be dis­
played, given complete data from all 

• 

'states'. These differences are 
quite evident when the ranges in 
percents in Figure Z are examined. 
The proportion of trials that are 
jury trials ranges from 0.0 to 88.9 
percent, and the proportion of trials 
that are non-jury trials ranges from 
11.1 to 100.0 percent. The average 
percent of trials that are jury 
trials is 37.9 percent, while the 
average percent of trials that are 
non-jury trials is 67.1 percent, in­
dicating that there are approximately 
twice as many non-jury trials as jury 
trials for criminal cases. 

The percent of criminal cases 
disposed by jury trials and non-jury 
trials ranges widely, however, with 
values from 0.0 to 15.1 for jury 
trialS, and from 0.3 to 92.4 for 
non-jury trials. While the average 
percents are 4.7 for jury, 13.1 for 
non-jury, and 16.0 for all criminal 
trials, the only comparable figures 
are for jury trials because there 
are many more definitional problems 
for non-jury trials (some states in­
clude everything other than jury trials 
as non-jury trials). 

Figur~ Z: Crtminal jury and non-jury trials as a percent of the total 
trials and a percent of the criminal dispositions, by unit of 
count. 

CourtS 
~ Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point 

Jucy trials as a percent of total trials: 
All units of count 46 0.0 88.9 37.9 40.2 
Informations, indictments, or complaints 18 0.0 88.9 39.1 39.0 
Number of defendants 23 0.0 78.0 37.3 42.6 

Non-jury trials as a percent of total trials: 
All units of count 53 11. 1 100.0 67.1 77.1 
Informations, indictments, or complaints '12 11.1 100.0 68.1 82.2 
Number of defendants l6 22.0 100.0 67.0 65.2 

Jury trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
All units of count 52 0.0 15.1 4.7 4.2 
Infort]1ations, indictments, or comp~aints 18 0.0 15.1 5.7 4.2 
Number of defendants 28 0.2 13.6 4.2 4.4 

Non-jury trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
All units of count 52 0.3 92.4 13.1 6.6 
Informations, indictments, or complaints 22 0.3 46.0 13.1 6.8 
Number of defendants 25 0.8 92.4 14.5 7.8 

Total trials as a percent of criminal dispositions: 
All units of count VL 0.3 98.5 16.0 12.5 
Informations, indictments, or complaints 25 0.3 51.9 0.0 14.6 
Number of defendants 31 0.4 98.5 16.6 11.3 
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Table 38: Criminal disposition types for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal disposition types. 
Pleas, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition 
type as a percent of criminal dispositions. 

State. court title. and unit of count 

Informations. Indictments, complaints 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court (Law DI~lslon) 

and County Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County District COurt7 ••••••• o •••••••••••• 

Municipal Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indlana--Grlmlnal Court of Marlon County7 ••• 
MfssourJ--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

C'ircult Court and Court of Common Pleas6 •• 
St. Louis Court of Criminal Correctlon7 ••• 

Utah--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D I str I ct Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court7 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court7 ••••••••••••••• 
South Dak>ta--Clrcult Court I ,6 •.•••.•••••••• 
Verrnont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
o Istrl ct Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Super I or Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
01 str f ct COurt7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WY9Plng--Dlstrtct Court l ,6 •••••••••••••••••• 

Number of defendants 

Callfornla--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mun I c I pa I Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Yor~-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supreme Court and County COurt8 ••••••••••• 
Criminal Court of the City of New York9 ••• 
District Court and City Court l •9 •••••••••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court8 and Criminal 

01 str I ct COLrt8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at Law and Constitutional 

County Court' ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ' ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court l ,9 ••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

7.339 

5.313 
4.787 

1.232 

936 
686 
477 

408 

391 

21.522 

18.053 

12.599 

Total 
criminal 
disposi­
tions 

326.532 

29.466 
2.320 

294.746 
2.423 

22.640 
17,964 
4.676 

26.684 
2.494 

24.190 
6,108 

13.278 
16.853 

.53 
16.800 
19,298 

898 
18.400 
1,346 

632.054 
52.242 

579.812 
340.815 
37.662 

220.734 
82,419 

743.319 

77.370 

145.516 
360.950 
159.483 

Plea 
As 

percent 
of dls-

Number posed 

15.329P 

15.329 
N/A 
N/A 
766 

14.666 
10.807 
3.859 
9.548 
1.268 
8.280 

N/A 
8,623 

12.044 
5 

12.039 
11.892 

429 
11,463 

531 

346.762 
34.956 

311.804 
159.648 
26.006 
99.727 
33,915 

104.029P 

39.970 

64.059 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 

52.0 
N/A 
N/A 
31.6 
64.8 
60.2 
82.5 
35.8 
50.8 
34.2 

N/A 
64.9 
71.5 
9.4 

71.7 
61.6 
47.8 
62.3 
39.4 

54.9 
66.9 
53.8 
46.8 
69.1 
45.2 
41.1 
NC 

51.7 

44.0 
N/A 
N/A 

Total conviction Trial conviction Acquittal 
As As As 

percent 
of dls-

Number posed 

109.770 

N/A 
330 

109.440 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12.636 
561 

12.075 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 
14.2 
37.1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

65.5 
62,5 
65.6 

N/A 

percent 
of dls-

percent 
of dls-

Number posed Number posed 

1.809P NC 1.355P NC 

1.809 6.1 1.355 4.6 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

29P NC 4P NC 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

_-...::;2.;;..9 __ ..;:0~'.;;..6_ __---'-4_---'0. 1 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
726 5.5 188 1.4 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
712 3.7 316 1.6 
100 11.1 31 3.5 
612 3.3 285 1.5 
N//\ N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A ~. 722P NC N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 6.722 12.9 N/A N/A 
N/A N/A _~N/"-A7--,,,N/,-,A,-__ .-:.:Nt..:./A.!.:-..:.N:!../A,,--_ 
N/A N/A 2,582P NC 1.656P NC 
N/A N/A 2.175 5.8 1.041 2.8 
N/A N/A 407 0.2 615 0.3 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

49.001 P I'C "71.534P NC 2.771 3.1 

49.001 63.3 N/A N/A 784 1.0 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

1.676 
43.205 
26.653 

1.2 
"2.0 

16.7 

1.218 
18.080 
2.689 

0.8 
5.0 
1.7 

Nolle prosequI 
As 

percent 
of dls-

Number posed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2.184P 

2.184 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3.089 
2 

3,087 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/II 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

tVA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 
12.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/$; 

18.3 
3.8 

18.4 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Dismissal 
As 

percent 

of dis'" 
Number posed 

6.827P NC 

6.827 23.2 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
436 18.0 

2.734P NC 
2.734 15.2 

N/A N/A 
6.553 24.6 

367 14.7 
6.186 25.6 
2.300 37.7 
1.828 13.8 
1.402 8.3 

8 15.1 
1,394 8.3 
4.467 23.1 

247 27.5 
4,220 22.9 

404 30.0 

125,138 19.8 
6.136 11.7 

119,002 20.5 
140,485 41.2 

8.440 22.4 
91,650 41.5 
40,395 49.0 

160,506 21.6 

26.897 34.8 

67,076 
40,156 
26,377 

46.1 
11.1 

16.5 
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Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL., ••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas8 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Philadelphia Municipal Court8 ............ . 
District Justice Court9 ••••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInols--Glrcult Court9 .................. .. 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ......................... .. 

CourT of Common Pleas8 •••••••••••••••••••• 
County CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlgan--Recorder's Court of Detrolt9 •••••• 
Florlda--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Courtb,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Courtb,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Georgla--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SuperIor CourtC , I ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State Court9 •••••••••••• # ••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alabama--Glrcult CourtS ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--Superlor Court8 •••••••••••••••• 
Arizona--Superlor Courtl,S •••••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 

Circuit CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta ,9 ••••• 
De I aware--S uper" or Courta, 8 ••••••••••••••• •• 

a Number of charges 

LO Puerto R I co--ST,\TE TOTAL .................. .. 
Superior Court10 ••••••••••••••• s •••••••••• 

District Court 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

No consistent definition 

North Carollna--Superlor Courtk,12 •••••••••• 
Mlnnesota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court12 •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 
County Court 12 ........................... . 
County MunIcIpal Court12 •••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampshlre--Superlor Court I2 ••••••••••••• 

11.802 

11,193 

10,690 

9.113 
8,353 

4.984 

3,653 
3.102 

_---1d~ 
884 

700 

3,214 

5,462 
3.954 

827 

524,570 
74.343 
32,237 

417 .990 
38.408 

324.341 
30,312 
25,608 

268.421 
17,829 

228. 9117 I 
63,887 i 

165.100 
104,273 
40.222 
60.701 
3.350 

25,451 
4,100 

13,765 
42,205 

1,683 
40,522 
32,418 
4,022 

94.208 
28,752 
65.456 

49.398 
65,983 
8.634 

32.149 
25.200 
5.771 

225,588 
29,811 

1.965 
193.812 

17 ,032 
150,281 

16,550 
10.358 

123,373 
9,813 

122.555 
31,422 
91.133 
55.992 
22,828 
31,977 

1.187 
15.136 
3,148 
7.031 

653P 
653 
N/A 

6,789 
2.294 

25,514 
10.306 
15,208 

24,420 
36, 132 
5,715 

18.852 
11,565 
2.785 

43.0 
40. I 
6.1 

46.4 
44.8 
46.3 
54.6 
40.4 
46.0 
55.0 
53.5 
49.2 
55.2 
53.7 
56.8 
52.7 
35.4 
59.5 
76.8 
51.1 
NC 
38.8 

N/A 
20.9 
57.0 

27.1 
35.8 
23.2 

49.4 
54.8 
66.2 
58.6 
45.9 
48.3 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

18,609 48.9 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

132.737 58.0 
34,131 53.4 
98.606 59.7 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

3,226 78.7 
N/A N/A 

9,569P NC 
N/A N/A 

9.569 23.6 
N/A N/A 

_~N,,-,/A,,--. N/A 

28,IJ12P NC 
N/A M/A 
N/A N/A 

28.012 6.7 
1,577 4.1 «------

N/A N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,303 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

78 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
327 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7.3 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
1.9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

8.1 

39,557P 
N/A 
N/A 

39.557 
990 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
481 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

55 
NfA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

91 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 

9.5 
2.6 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2.7 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
1.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2.3 

31,281 33.25.767 6.115,003 15.9 
12,773 44.4 2,467 8.6 3,531 12.3 

_"-18"'.<..:5:..;:0"'8_.......:2:..:8"'.=-3 -=3-'-.::.30"'0'-_.......:5;.:.-=0_ ~~ 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

22,845P 
10,090 
12,755 

N/A 
N/A 

3.7839 

3.783 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
719 
N/A 

2,420 
486 

1,934 
5,888 
1.148 

2,987P 
N/A 

2.987 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1.241 

NC 
13.6 
39.6 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
12.5 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

17.5 
N/A 

5.7 
28.9 

4.8 
18.2 
28.5 

NC 
N/A 

6.7 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

21.5 

24,442P 
N/A 
N/A 

24.442 
13.996 

66,624 
4,131 
4,880 

57.613 
5,572 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

23,154 
10,057 
12.792 

305 
N/A 
100 

4.992 
4.996 

92 
4,904 
1,511 

72 

27,618 
9,066 

18.552 

N/A 
22,102 
2,250 
7.153 

12.699 
N/A 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnores can be found In Part II of this report. where 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

5.8 
36.8 

20.5 
13.6 
19.1 
21.5 
31.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

22.2 
25.0 
21.1 
9.1 

N/A 
2.4 

36.3 
11.8 
5.5 

12. I 
4.7 
1.8 

29.3 
31.5 
38.3 

N/A 

33.5 
26.1 
22.2 
50.4 

N/A 

stat I st I ca I prof I I es for a II courts I n each state are d I sp I a yed. A II coul-ts for Hawa II are d I sp I a yed I n the number of defendants group I ng, because th I sis the un It d\' 

count for the general Jurisdiction court In Hawaii. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. 

~ourt jurisdiction. 
bpartlcu I ar court or report I ng system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
I Data were not comp I ete. 
~ddltlonal Information available. 
PData were not available for all courts In the state. 

=.~.------

Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less than 10. 

6The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations or Indictments. 
7The criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations. Indictments, or 

comp I a I nts. 
8The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information or 

I nd I ctment. 
9The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the Information. 

Indictment, or complaint. 
10The criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 
12The criminal case unit of count Is ,~t consistent statewide. 



Table 39: 
Criminal trial data for tria.1 cou~ts,. 1976: ft' gs Courts reporting criminal trial data. Case 
St t ranked by population within Unit 0 coun groupln . I t f t tal 

at es. . luded in data are listed. Trial definitions. Jury and non-jury tria s as a percen 0 0 
co egones inC f . . I d' sitions 
trials. Jury, non-jury, and total trials as a percent 0 cnmlna ISpO . 

State. court title. 
and un ~t of count 

State 
popu latlon 

In 
thousands 

Informations, Indictments, complal"_ts ___ _ 

New Jersey: 

Superior Court (Law Division) 
and County Collrt6 •••••••••••• 

County District Court7 ........ . 
Municipal Court7 .............. . 

Massachusetts--Superlor Court6 ••• 
Indiana: 

Superior Court and C f reu It 
Court? •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal Court of 
Mar I on County 7 ••••••••••••••• 

County COL(rt7 •••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile Court of 
I~arlon County7 .............. . 

Municipal Court of Marlon 
County? ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Missouri: 
Circuit Court and Court 

of COnrTlOn PI eas6 ••••••••••••• 
St. Lou I s Court of 

Criminal Correction? •••••••• 

Maryland--Clrcult COurt6 ••••••••• 
I owa--D I strl ct Court6 •••••••••••• 
Oregon: 

Circuit COIlrtll •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Courtl.II •••••••••••• 

Utah: 
District Court7 •••••••••••••••• 
City Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Malne--Superlor court7 •••••• y ... 
Rhode Island--Dlstrlct courr 6'" 
South Dakota--Clrcult Court •••• 
Vermont: 

Superior Court6, ••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 •••••••••••••••• 

Alaska: 
Superior Court6 •••••••••••••••• 
District Court7 •••••••••••••••• 

Wyomlns:-Olstrlct Court' ,6 ....... 

Number of defendants 

Ca II forn I a: 
Superior Court8, ••••••••••••••• 
MuniCipal Court9 ••••••••••••••• 

New York: 

Supreme Court and County 

Court8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court of the City 

of New York9 ••••••••••••••••• 

District Court and City 
Court' ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas: 

District Court and Criminal 
District Court8 •••••••••••••• 

County Court at Law and COT 9 
stltutlonal County Court ••• 

Municipal Court' ,9 ••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court I ,9 •• 

Pennsylvania: 

Court of Conmon Please ........ . 

Philadelphia Municipal Courts .. 
District Justice Court9 ...... .. 

II I Inols--Clrcult COurt7 ........ . 

Ohio: 8 
Cou rt of Convnon Pleas ••••••••• 
County COurt8 •••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court8 ••••••••••••••• 

7.3?B 

5,791 
5.313 

4.787 

4.125 
2,874 
2.326 

1.232 

I ,071 
936 
686 
477 

408 

391 

21.522 

18.053 

12.599 

11.802 

11, i93 

10.69Q 

/ 
/ 
/ 

/ / 

/ / / 

/ / 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ / / 

/ / 
/ / / 
/ / / 

/ 
/ 

/ / / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ 

/ / 

/ / / 
/ / 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 

/ 

/ / 

/ / 

/ / 
/ 
/ 

/ / / 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

tDeflnltlons 
:g 

Criminal trials 

B 

C 

A 

A 
A 

A 

A 

C 

A 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 

A 
A 

A 
A 
H 

C 
B 

A 

A 

A 

C 

A 

A 
A 

A 

NH 

A 

C 
C 
C 

E 

E 

A 

A 
A 

A 

A 

A 

D 

D 

D 

E 

A 
A 

A 
A 
H 

E 
E 

A 

A 

A 

G 

A 
A 
A 

A 
A 
K 

A 

D 
D 

D 

Jury 

2.895 
NH 
NH 
X 

846 

366 

81 

100 

1.061 

NH 

1.970 
1.022 

1.059 
X 

340 
137 

X 
NH 

281 

8 
1 ?Xl 

118 
447 

79 

4.695 
X 

X 

X 

X 

3.400 

1,137 

550 
523 

3.272 
NH 
NH 

1.147 

2.049 
76 

931 

110 

Percent 
of 

total 
trials 

Non­
lury 

80.6 695 
NH 379 
NH 5,365 

X X 

13.2 5.571 

68.7 167 
2.0 3.944 

0.0 10 

0.8 11,946 

47.4 1.178 

NH 33 

11.5 15.209 
4. I 23,780 

64.7 577 
X X 

70.0 146 
3.8 3.445 
X X 

NH 9.420 
?Xl. 7 633 

88.9 
59.9 87 

86.8 18 
47.7 491 
22.4 273 

42.6 6.317 
X X 

X 

X X 

X X 

7.8 40.354 

37.9 1.866 
0.9 60,735 
1.8 28,819 

31.6 7.071 
NH 6.342 
NH 194.815 
44.7 1.420 

46.6 2.350 
3. 6· 2.055 
5.5 16,067 

Percent 
of 

total 
trials 

19.4 
100.0 
100.0 

X 

86.8 

31.3 
98.0 

100.0 

99.2 

52.6 

100.0 

88.5 
95.9 

35.3 
X 

?Xl. 0 
96.2 
X 

100.0 
69.3 

11.1 
40.1 

13.2 
52.3 
77.6 

57.4 
X 

X 

X 

X 

92.2 

62. I 
99.1 
98.2 

68.4 
100.0 
100.0 
55.3 

53.4 
96.4 
94.5 

Total 

3.590 
379 

5.365 
3,436 

6.417 

533 
4.025 

10 

12,046 

2.239 

33 

17.179 
24,802 

1,636 
2.270 

486 
3.582 

604 
9.420 

914 

9 
217 

136 
936 
352 

11.012 
60.488 

3.090 

864 

1,449 

43.754 

3.003 

61.285 
29,342 

10.343 
6. 342m 

194.815 

2.567 

4.399 
2.131 

16,998 

Number 
of 

criminal 

dl spo­
sltlons 

25.495 
2.320 

294.746 
33,804 

49.789 

2.423 
27.544 

25 

32,129 

17.964 

9.494 

33.073 
182,199 

14.909 
13.334 

2.494 
24.190 
6,339 

28.189 
13.278 

53 
16,80D 

898 
17.041 
1,346 

52.242 
579.812 

37.662 

220.734 

68,679 

77.370 

145.516 

360.950 
159,483 

74.343 
32.237 

417.990 
38.408 

?Xl.312 
25.608 

268,421 

Percent of crimInal 
dlspos Itlons 

Jury 
trial 

11.4 
NH 
NH 
X 

1.7 

15. I 
0.3 

0.0 

0.3 

5.9 

NH 

6.0 
0.6 

7.1 
X 

13.6 
0.6 
X 

NH 
2.1 

15.1 
0.8 

13. I 
2.6 
5.9 

9.0 
X 

X 

X 

X 

0.8 
0.2 
0.3 

4.4 
NH 
NH 

3.0 

6.8 
0.3 
0.3 

Non-

jury Total 
trial trial 

2.7 
16.3 

1.8 
X 

11.2 

6.9 
14.3 

40.0 

37.2 

6.6 

0.3 

46.0 
13. I 

3.9 
X 

5.9 
14.2 
X 

33.4 
4.8 

1.9 
0.5 

2.0 
2.9 

20.3 

14. I 
16.3 
1.8 

10.2 

12. 9 

22.0 
14.6 

40.0 

37.5 

12. 5 

0.3 

51.9 
13.6 

11.0 
17.0 

19.5 
14.8 
9.5 

33.4 
6.9 

17.D 
1.3 

15.1 
5.5 

26.2 

12. 1 21. I 
X 10.4 

X 8.2 

X 0.4 

X 2. 1 

52.2 56 •. 6 

1.3 2. I 
16.8 17.0 
18.1 18.4 

9.5 13.9 
19.7 19.7 
46.6 46.6 

3.7 6.7 

7.8 14.5 
8.0 6.3 
6.0 6.3 

.. 

Table 39: Criminal trial data for trial courts. 1976 (continued) 

Criminal trials >- Oaf In Itrons 

e :5 ~ Percent Percent 
Number 

of 
criminal 

d I spo­
s Itlons 

State, court title, 
and un It of count 

State 
popu latlon 

In 
thousands 

9.113 

~ :.: ~ >- E of of c: III III c: 

:0 "0 ~ .!: CD Non- tota I Non- tota I 

Percent of crT ml na I 

dispositions 
Non-

Michigan: c5 .;; ~ If a ~-E.Y. :!J"-ur:...y,-_t!.!r.:.l..ea,,-IS"-.....LI,,-ur:...y,-_t!.!r.:.l..ea.!.ls,,--.!.T:::'.ot!.!a,,,1_ 
Jury jury Total 
trial trial trial 

Circuit Court9 ................ . 
Recorder I s Cou rt of Detro I t9 ••• 
District Court9 •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court l ,9 ••••••••••••• 

florida: 

Circuit Courtb,9 ••••••••••••••• 
County Courtb,9 .............. .. 

Vlrglnla--Circult Court8 ........ . 
Georgia: 

Superior CourtC, 1,9 ........... . 
State Court9 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court9 ••••••••••••••••• 

Alabama--Clrcult Court8 ........ .. 
Wash I ngton--Super I or CourtS .... .. 
Connect i cut--Super I or CourtS ••••• 
Colorado--County Court' ,9 •••••••• 
Arlzona--Superlor Courtl,S ....... 
New Mexlco--Dlstrict Court9 •••••• 
Hawall--Clrcult CourtS .......... .. 
Idaho: 

District COurt8 .............. .. 
Mag I strates 0 I v I s lona,9 ....... .. 

District of Columbia 
Superior Courta,9 •••••••••••••• 

Delaware: 

Superior Cour"ta,S •••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleasa, 10 ...... 

Humber of charges 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor CourtlO .... 

No consistent definition 

North Carollna--Superlor 
Courtk, 12 ....................... . 

Minnesota: 

District Court12 ••••••••••••••• 
County Court i2 ................ . 
County MuniCipal Court12 ..... .. 

New Hampshlre--Superlor Court12 .. 

8.353 

5.052 
4.984 

3,653 
3.611 
3.102 
2.575 
2.249 
1.172 

884 
833 

700 

582 

3,214 

5.462 

3.954 

827 

/ 
/ / 

I 
/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 
/ / / 

/ / 

/ / 
/ 
/ 

/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

/ 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ 

/ / 

/ / 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ / / / 

/ / 

/ / / 
/ 
/ / 

/ / / 

C 
C 
C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

A 
A 
A 
A 
C 
C 
C 
B 

B 

C 

C 
C 

A 

c 
c 

A 

C 

A 

A 
A 
H 

D 

I 
D 

D 

G 

A 
A 

A 
D 
D 

D 

E 

A 

A 

A 
A 

A 
H 

71.9 
N/A 

706 
N/A 

28. I 
N/A 

1.806 
900 

2.399 
69 

9. 3 23.325 90. 7 

3.564 
1,986 

1.2 5.766 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

98.8 

N/A 
N/A 

2.601 6.2 39,027 93.8 

2.406 
669 

NH 
1,8D8 
1.752 

102 
246 
784 
352 
229 

x 
X 

1.167 

66.0 
8.7 

NH 
66.6 
68.2 
76.7 

N/A 
47.4 

N/A 
73.4 

X 
X 

61. I 

1631 78.01 

75 N/A 

1.238 
6.985 

42 
908 
817 

31 
N/A 
871 
N/A 

83 

X 
X 

742 

627 10.5 5,371 

3.699 N/A 

472 
227 
214 
379 

70.6 
9.6 

22.9 
69.7 

N/A 

197 
2.147 

722 
165 

34.0 
91.3 

100.0 
33.4 
31.8 
23. 3 

N/A 
52.6 

N/A 
26.6 

X 
X 

36.9 

22.0 1 

N/A 

89.5 

N/A 

29.4 
90.4 
77. I 
?Xl. 3 

2.512 
N/A 

25.724 
5.835 

N/A 
N/A 

41.628 

3.644 
7.654 

42 
2,716 
2.569 

133 

N/A 
1.655 

N/A 
312 

378 
1.955 

1,909 

209 1 

N/A 

5,998 

N/A 

669 
2.374 

936 
544 

25.575 
17.829 

228.547 
39.253 

63.887 1 

185,903 
42.250 

40.222 
60.701 
3.350 

25,451 
14.374 
4.100 

25.508 
13.765 
4.573 

-~ 

3.206 
26.154 

32.418 

4.022 
5,645 

28,752 

49.398 

8.634 
32.149 
25.200 
5,771 

7. I 2.8 
5.0 N/A 
1.0 10.2 

9.8 
N/A 

11.3 
0.2 14.7 14.9 

5.6 N/A N/A 
1.1 N/A N/A 
6.2 92.4 98.5 

6.0 3. I 9. I 
1.1 1i.5 12.6 

NH 1.3 1.3 
7. I 3.6 10.7 

12.2 5.7 
2.5 0.8 
0.9 N/A 
5.7 6. 3 
7.7 N/A 

17.9 
3.2 

N/A 
12.0 

N/A 
13.6 4.9 18.5 

x X 11.8 
X X 7.5 

3.6 2.3 5.9 

NC NC 
1.3 N/A 

NC 
N/A 

2.2 18.7 20.9 

7.9 N/A 

5.5 
0.7 
0.8 
6.6 

2.3 
6.7 
2.9 
2.9 

N/A 

7.7 
7.4 
3.7 
9.4 

Note: footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. All courts for Delaware are displayed In the number of 
defendants grouping, because this Is the unit of count grouping for the general Jurisdiction court In Delaware. 

N/A; This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
NH ; This classification Is not handled In this court. 

NC ; The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor was less than 10. 

X:: The data for this case type are known to be InclUded In the total, but Were not available by category. 
/ ; This case type Is Included In the criminal trial and disposition data. 

"court Jurisdiction. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge information. 

IData are not compete. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 

6The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or 
I nd Ictments. 

?The criminal case unit of count 
Indictments, or complaints. 

SThe criminal case unit of count 
Information or Indictment. 

9The cr I ml na I case un I t of count 

Is the number of informations, 

Is the number of defendants on the 

Is the number of defendants on the 
Information, Indictment, or complaint. 

IOThe criminal case unit of count Is the number of Charges. 
liTho crimina; case unit of count Is the number aSSigned at the 

arra Ignment. 

12The cdminal case unit of count Is not consistent statewide. 

Trial definitions: 

A ; A trial Is counted If tried to verdict or decision. 
B ; A jury trial Is counted when the jury selection begins. 
C ; A jury trial Is counted when the jury Is sworn. 
D :: A non-Jury trial Is counted when the first witness Is sworn. 
E :: A non-Jury trial Is counted at the point When an opening 

statement or the Introduction of any ev I dence occurs. 
f ; A trial Is counted when It has officially begun. 
G ; A non-jury trial Is counted at the point when an opening 

statement or the Introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Guilty pleas are counted as trials. 

H :: A trial Is not counted In the same way throughout the states. 
I = A non-Jury trial Is counted when the first witness Is sworn. 

Guilty pleas are counted as trials. 

K ; A trial Is counted If tried to verdict or decision. Guilty pleas 
are counted as trials. 

III 



Traffic caseflow (Tables 40-43) 

The fourth group of tables dis­
plays the traffic statistics avail­
able in 1976, both published and un­
published, for all the trial 
courts. Table 40 shows the total 
traffic caseflow categories; Tables 
41 and 42 show total reported court 
case flow for traffic case catego­
ries; and Table 43 reports traffic 
disposition types. In each of these 
tables, all 'states' have been ar­
ranged by population to facilitate 
comparison between states of similar 
size. The reader should note that 
only courts that have reported traf­
fic data are displayed in Tables 
41-43. In addition, parking cases 
are not included in Tables 41 and 42 
if states have reported parking 
separately from other traffic viola­
tions. If, however, states have in­
cluded parking as a part of their 
traffic total, those figures are as 
reported. It is often impossible to 
tell whether parking cases have been 
included in the traffic data. 

Total traffic case flow (Table 
40). Table 40 displays the total 
trcaffic case flow for 1976 in three 
parts: general jurisdiction courts, 
limited jurisdiction courts, and all 
trial courts. The data in Table 40 

are sparse. There are 13 states in 
the general jurisdiction section 
that handle traffic cases, and of 
those 13, all but one reported data 
for inclusion in Table 40. In com­
parison, of the states that handle 
traffic cases in limited jurisdic­
tion courts, 12 did not report 
traffic data. In addition, the 
reader will note that of the 34 
'states' that did report data, 4 
provided only disposition data, 9 
provided only filing data, 10 did 
not provide complete case disposi­
tion data, and 12 did not provide 
complete case filing data for all 
courts in the state (footnote "p"). 

The same measures that were used 
in the civil and criminal section 
have been used in this traffic sec­
tion. The results of these measures 
are displayed in Figures AA, BB, and 
CC below. Although the data are 
sparse and thus prevent conclusions, 
the results of these measures should 
be noted. 

The number of cases disposed as 
a percent of the number of cases 
filed indicates that a majority of 
the 'states' reporting disposed of 
at least 90 percent of the number 
of cases filed and all disposed of 
at least 74.8 percent of the number 
of cases filed at both the general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction 
leve 1. 

Pigure AA: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for traffic caseflow in trial courts. 

Ran~e in Eercent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0% Total 
Under to to to to 'states' 
70.0% 79.9% 89.9% 

Total traffic caseflow: 
99.9% over reEortinf; 

'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 40). 0 0 1 7 2 10 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 40). 0 2 3 10 1 16 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 40) . 0 2 3 14 2 11 

Traffic case categories: 
DWI/DUI (Table 41) 0 1 0 3 1 5 
Other traffic violations (Table 42) 0 0 2 11 1 14 
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Figure BB: Number of 'sta~s' with specified ranges of en,d pending cases as 
a percent of .flled cases for traffic caseflow in trial courts. 

Total traffic case fl ow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 40). 'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 40). 'State' total for all trial courts (Tab1 e 40) 

Traffic case categori es: 
DWI/DUI (Table 41) 
Other traffic violations (Table 42) 

The proportion of the number of 
filed cases that remained pending at 
the end of the year is quite low for 
traffic case flow. Of tl;~ seven 
'states' at the general jurisdiction 
level and nine 'states' at the 
limited jurisdiction level that 
reported comparable data for the 
compu tation of end pending as a 
percent of the number of cases 
filed, only one state (reporting at 
the general jurisdiction level) had 
a percent over 30. For a11 trial 
courts, there were 13 'states' with 
between 0 and 30 percent of the 
number of cases filed still pending 
at the end of the year and only 1 
scate w1th over 30 percent (36.2). 

Range in Eercent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 r.oo.O% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 
~ ~ ~ 99.9% ~ _o~ reEorting 

6 1 0 0 0 0 7 
9 0 0 0 0 0 9 13 1 0 0 0 0 14 

2 2 0 0 0 5 
8 0 0 0 0 9 

The percent change in pending 
c~ses is also displayed in Table 40, 
w1th the number of 'states' having 
specific ranges of percents shown in 
Figure CC. There were two states in 
the general juriSdiction section, two 
'states' in the limited jurisdiction 
section, and three 'states' in the 
all trial courts section that re­
duced the number of pending traffic 
cases. For 'states' with increases 
in pending traffic cases~ most had 
less than a 20 percent increase for 
both levels of trial courts. In­
creases of over 50 percent oc-
curred in only two, one, and three 
'states' for general, limited and 
all trial courts, respectivel;. 

Figure CC: Numb7r of 'states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pendlng cases for traffic case flow in trial courts. 

Ranl.le in eercent 

-60.0 -20.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 

Total traffic case fl ow: ~ -0.1% ~ ~ 99.9% ~ reEorting 
'State' total for general juriSdiction courts (Table 40). 1 'State' total for limited jurisdiction 

1 3 1 2 0 8 
'State' 

courts (Table 40). 0 2 6 4 1 0 total for all trial 13 courts (Table 40) 0 3 9 4 3 0 19 
Traffic case categori es: 

DWI/DUI (Table 41) 
0 0 4 () Other traffic violations (Table 42) 0 1 5 
0 1 5 2 3 0 11 
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Table 40: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts traffic caseflow, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. 

State 

California •••••••••••••••••• 

New York •••••• f •• f •• f 'f.f. If 

Texas ••••••• f ••• f.f ••••••• 'f 

Pennsy J van la •••••••••••••••• 

Illinois ................... . 
Ohio ....................... . 

Michigan •••••••••••••••••••• 
Florida ••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Jorsey ••••••• f •••••• f ••• 

Massachusetts ••••••••••••• 'f 
North Carolina •••••••••••••• 

Indiana ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Virginia •••••••••••••••••••• 
Georg la •••••• f •• f ••••••••••• 

Missouri •••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee ••••••••••••••••••• 

Mary I and .................... . 
Minnesota ........................... . 
Louisiana ••••••••••••••••••• 
Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wash I ngton ........................... .. 
Kentucky ..................... . 
PUerto R I co ••••••••••••••••• 
Connacti cut ••••••••••••••••• 
Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Carolina •••••••••••••• 
Okl ahoma •••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado •••••••••••••••••••• 
Mississippi ............... .. 
Oregon •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arl zona ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas •••••••••••••••••••• 

West Vlr"lnla .............. . 
Nebraska •••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah ....................... . 
NB\!( ~1BX i co •••••••••••••••••• 
Maine ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island ................ . 

HawaJ I •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh Ire ••••••••••••••• 
Montana ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District at Columbia ...... .. 

South Dakota •••••••••••••••• 

North Dakota •••••••••••••••• 

Nevada •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delaware •••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming .................... . 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 
12,599 
11,802 
11,193 
10,690 

9,113 
8,353 
7,339 
5,791 
5,462 

5,313 
5,052 
4,964 
4,787 
4,610 

4,234 
4,125 
3,954 
3,875 
3,653 

3,611 
3,436 
3,214 
3,102 
2,874 

2,644 
2,770 
2,575 
2,365 
2,326 

2,299 
2,249 
2,117 
1,832 
1,552 

1,232 
1,172 
1,071 

936 
884 

833 
827 
755 
700 
686 

645 
613 
582 
477 
408 
391 

General Jurisdiction courts 
As percent 
of flied 

8eglnnlng End End 

--,p",e::.:n.::.d:..:1 n",S,-_:..F ,-,1I",e",d __ O::..:..::1 s",p.::.os",e::.:d,---"p.::.e::.:nd",l",nil-S 0 I sposed pend I ns 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

2,5631 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

36,770 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
44,833 

NH 
NH 
NH 

46 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

171 

4,688 
NH 
NH 

4,287 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

2,396 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

2,305,483 
NH 

782,255 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

48,337 
NH 

13,517 
NH 

395,792 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
178,599 

NH 
NH 
NH 

~29 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

650 

183,974 
NH 
NH 

97,903 
N/A 

3 
NH 
NH 

37,091 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

2,229,623 
NH 

6,439 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

46,991 
NH 

13,3721 

NH 
393,429 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

285,710 

NH 
182,717 

NH 
NH 
NH 

192 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

751 

183.679 
NH 
NH 

95,323 
N/A 

NH 
NH 

37.006 
NH 
N~ 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

3.169 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

38,133 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
40,715 

NH 
NH 
NH 

83 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
70 

4.983 
NH 
NH 

6,867 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

2,481 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
96.7 
NH 

NC 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

97.2 
NH 
98.9 1 

NH 
99.4 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
102.3 
NH 
NH 
NH 

83.8 
NH 

"H 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

115.5 

99.8 
NH 
NH 
97.4 

N/A 

NC 
NH 
NH 
99.8 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NC 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
9.6 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
22.8 
NH 
NH 
NH 

36.2 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
10.8 

2.7 
NH 
NH 

7.0 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

6.7 
NH 
NH 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

606 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

2,363 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
-4,118 

NH 
NH 
NH 

37 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

-101 

295 
NH 
NH 

2,580 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
85 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

23. 61 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

6.6 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
-9.2 
NH 
NH 
NH 

80.4 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

-59.1 

6.3 
NH 
NH 
60.2 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

3.5 
NH 
NH 

8eglnnlng 
pendl ng 

N/A 
N/A 

42,399 1p 

N/A 

46,I01 P 

280,326 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

46,150P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

5,014 P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

21,755 
17,730 

N/A 
N/A 

37,613P 

N/A 
3O,420 lp 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10,022P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

41,460 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
719P 
NH 

14,156P 

N/A 

Limited 

Flied 

13,756,850 
N/A 

5,510,451 1 

2,758,296P 

1,339,866P 

1,479,998 1 

N/A 
3,495,397 
1,480,214 

678,855 

226,459P 

820,859 
262,971 1p 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
677 ,673 

72,648P 

387,9831 

N/A 

746,510 
426,446 
234,719 
227,207 

385,762P 

N/A 
142,420P 

N/A 
665,9931 

N/A 
212,435 Ip 

413,389 1 

N/A 
151,609P 

479,562P 

62,231 
N/A 
697P 

549,317 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

76,658P 

NH 
59,682 

N/A 

Note: Footnot~s that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
thl, report, where statistical ~roflles for all courts In each state are displayed. 
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Jurisdiction courts 

DIsposed 
End 

pendln9 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pend I n9 

Change In 
pend I n9 

Number Percent 
8eg I nn I ng 

pend I n9 Filed 

11,331,553P 
2,586,686 1 

4,138,773 1 

2,063,464P 

N/A 
N/A 

44,923 Ip 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 

75.1 1 

74.8P 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 

2,524 1p 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A 

42,399 1p 

N/A 
N/A 

46,I01 P 

13,756,850 

1,338,424 P 

1,419,8281 

N/A 
2,836,791 

N/A 
N/A 

203,088P 

802,955 
251,238 1p 

N/A 
149,370 

N/A 
N/A 

424,656 
335.4621 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

231,112 
225,446 

1,436P 

N/A 
142.611 P 

N/A 
645.415 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

150,007P 

425,682P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

545,340 

115,464 
N/A 

88,620 1 

N/A 
25,312 1p 

NH 
57,134 

N/A 

55,818P 

340,'.96 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

72,698 

76,996P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

7,009P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

25,362 
17 ,454 

N/A 
N/A 

37,422P 
N/A 

36,793 1p 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1I.602P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

45,437 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
781P 

NH 
16,794P 

N/A 

99.9P 

95.9 1 

N/A 
81.2 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

4.2P 

23.0 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

10.7 

89.7 NC 
97.8 N/A 
95.5 1p N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
86.5 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

98.5 
99.2 

Ne 
N/A 
100.1P 
N/A 

96.9 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

98.9P 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

WA 
99.3 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
NH 
95.7 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

9.6P 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

10.8 
7.7 

N/A 
N/A 

26.3P 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7.7P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8.3 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
NH 
NC 

N/A 

9,717P 

60,170 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

30,846P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,995P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

3.607 
-276 

N/A 
N/A 

-191P 
N/A 

6,373 1p 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,580P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,977 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

62P 
NH 

2,638P 
N/A 

N/A 
6.0 1p 

N/A 

21.1P 

21.5 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

66.8P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
39.8P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

16.6 
-1.6 

N/A 
N/A 

-0.5P 
N/A 
21.0 1p 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9.6 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

8.6P 
NH 
18.6P 

N/A 

?82,889 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

46,150 P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

35,770P 

N/A 
N/A 

5,014 P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A P 

21,755 
17,730 

N/A 

N/A 
44,833P 
37,613P 

N/A 
30,4201p 

46P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1O,022P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

41,631 

4,688 
N/A 
N/A 

4,287 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
719P 

2,396 
14,156P 

N/A 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 

N/A 
5,510,451 1 

2,758,296P 

2,305,483 
1,339,866P 

2,262,253 1 

N/A 
3,495,397 
1,480,214 

678,855 

274,796P 

820,859 
276,488 1p 

N/A 
395,792 P 

N/A 
677 ,673 

72,648P 

387,983 1 

N/A 

746,510P 

426,445 
234,719 
227,207 

N/A 

385,762 P 

178,599P 
142,420P 

N/A 
665,993 1 

229P 

212,435 1p 

413,389 1 

N/A 
151,609P 

479,562P 

62,231 
N/A 
697P 

549,967 

183,974 
N/A 
N/A 

97,903 
N/A 

3P 

N/A 
76.658P 

37,091 
59,682 

N/A 

All trial courts 

OJ5posed 

11,331,553P 
2,586,686 1 

4,138,773 1 

2,063,464P 
2,229,623 
1,338,424 P 

1,426,267 1 

N/A 
2,836,791 

N/A 
N/A 

250,079P 

802,955 
264,610 1p 

N/A 
542,799 

N/A 
N/A 

424,656 
335,462 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

231,112 
225,446 
285,170 

1,436P 

182,717P 

142,611 P 

N/A 
64S,415 1 

192P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

150.007P 

425,682P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

546,091 

183.679 
115,484 

N/A 
95,323 

N/A 

88,625 1p 

N/A 
25,312 1p 

37,006 
57,134 

N/A 

End 
pend I n9 

N/A 

N/A 
44,923 1p 

N/A 
N/A 

55,818P 

343,665 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

72,698 

76,996P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

38,133 P 

N/A 
N/A 

7,009P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

25,362 
17 ,4549 

N/A 

N/A 
40,715P 
37,422P 

N/A 
36,793 1p 

83P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

II ,602P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

45,507 

4.983 
N/A 
N/A 

6,867 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
781P 

2,481 
16,794P 

N/A 

Tabla 40, page 2 

As percent 
of filed 

End 

Change In 

pend 1 n9 

Disposed pend I"s. Number Percent 

NC 

N/A 
75.1 1 

74.8P 
96.7 
99.9P 

NC 
N/A 

81.2 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

4.2P 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10.7 

91.0 NC 
97.8 N/A 
95.7 1p N/A 

N/A N/A 
NC 9.6P 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
86.5 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

98.5 
99.2 

N/A 

NC 
102.3P 
100.1 P 
N/A 

96.9 1 

83.8P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

98.9P 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

99.3 

99.8 
N/A 
N/A 

97.4 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 

NC 
99.8 
95.7 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

9.6P 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

10.8 
7.7 

N/A 

N/A 
22.8P 
26.3P 

N/A 
NC 

36.2P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7.7P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8.3 

2.7 
N/A 
N/A 

7.0 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 
6.7 

NC 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,524 1p 

N/A 
N/A 

9,717P 

60,776 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

30,846P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,363P 

N/A 
N/A 

1,995P 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

3,607 
-276 
N/A 

N/A 
-4,1I8P 

-191P 
N/A 

6,373 1p 

37 P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1.580P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,876 

295 
N/A 
N/A 

2,5~0 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

62P 
85 

2,638P 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

6.0 1p 

N/A 
N/A 

21.IP 

21.5 1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

66.8P 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6.6P 

N/A 
N/A 

39.8P 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

16.6 
-1.6 

N/A 

N/A 
-9.2P 
-o.5P 

N/A 
21.0 1p 

80.4P 
N/A 
N/A 
i'i/.4.. 

15.8P 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9.3 

6.3 
N/A 
N/A 

60.2 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

8.6P 
3.5 

18.6P 
NlA 

NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate It the divisor was less 
than 10. 

- = Not applicable. 

IData are not complete. 

POata were not available for all courts In the state. 
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Traffic case categories (Tables 
41 and 42). Table 41 exhibits the 
data for the case type DWI/DUI 
(driving While intoxicated/driving 
under the influence). Eight states 
reported data for this case type. 
Data were provided by all courts 
handling DWI/DUI cases in only two 
of these states. 

Table 42 displays the data for 
the case type other traffic 
violationa. This table exhibits 28 
'states' (27 states and the District 
of Columbia) that reported 1976 
da ta for th is ca se type f or the tria 1 
courts. Only 12 'states' reported 
either filings or dispositions or 
both for all courts handling traffic 
cases. 

The results of the case flow 
measures in Tables 41 and 42 are 
displayed in Figures AA, BB, CC, and 
DD. The number of 'states' that 
each of the measures was computed 
for is quite low. This makes con­
clusions based on these measures 
inadvisable; however, there are a 
few observations that can be made. 

In general, the 'states' 
reporting seemed to be handling both 
DWI/DUI and other traffic violation. 
cases qU1te well. The disposition 
rate (dispositions as a percent of 
the number of cases filed) was over 
90.0 percent for 4 of the 5 states 
reporting DWI/DUI case flow and tor 
12 of the 14 'states' reporting 
otner traffic violations casef1ow. 

The ratio of end pending cases to 
filed cases was low for all 'states' 
reporting information for the two 
traffic case categories. For DWI/ 
DUI, only two states had more than 
50.0 percent (55.3, 64.9) of the 
number of cases filed remaining 
pending at the end of the year, and 
only one state had more than jO.O 
percent (31.9) of the number of other 
traffic violationa cases filed 
pending at the end of the year. 
There was an increase in the pending 
caseload for all 'states' reporting 
the two categories, except that one 
state reduced the number of pending 
for other traffic violationo. The 
reported increases, however, were 

Figure DO: Number of traffic cases filed in trial courts per 100,000 
population. 

'States' 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-point ---, State' totals for all 'states' reporting: 

DWI/DUI (Table 41) ••• . 8 3.8 1,219.9 518.0 457.9 
Other traffic violatioll.8 (Table 42) 22 0.5 23,613.6 10,270.0 10,995.8 

'State' totals for all 'states' reporting filed data for 
all courts handling case category: 

DWI/DUI (Table 41). 2 796.8 1,219.8 1,008.3 1,008.3 
Other traffic violations (Table 42) 9 8,653.1 23,613.6 16,066.8 14,260.2 
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not large and the number of 'states' 
reporting was quite low, thus 
preventing any conclusions. 

The final measur.e in Tables 41 
and 42 is the number of cases filed 
per 100,000 population. The minimum, 
maximum, average, and mid-point are 
given in Figure DD for all 'states' 
reporting and for 'states' reporting 
filed data for all courts handling 

Table 41: DWI/DUI caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 

• 

the case type. Only two states 
reported filing data for all courts 
handling DWI/DUI cases and thus the 
average is not meaningful. Nine 
'states' reported filing data for all 
courts handling other traffic viola­
tions and had an average of 16,066.8 
cases filed per 100,000 population, 
with a mid-point of 14,260.2 and a 
range of 8,653.1 to 23,613.6. 

States ranked by population. Courts reporting DWI/DUI caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a per­
cent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change In 
population of flied ~end 1"9 Flied per State and court title In Beg I nn I ng End End 100,000 
thousands eend I n9 Filed o I s~osed eend 1"9 o Iseosed eendlng Number Percent eoeulatlon 

Texas--County Court at Law and 

Constitutional County Court' •••••• 12,599 42,399P 69,222P 66,698P 44,923P 96.4P 64.9P 2,524P 6.0P 549.4P Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ..................... 10,690 9,797P 59,295P 59,638P 10,492P 100.6P 17.7P 695P 7.IP 554.7P County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,986 10,635 10,143 2,4609 95.4 23.1 474 23.9 99.5 Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 7,811 48,660 49,495 8,032g 101.7 16.5 221 2.8 455.2 

Massachusetts--D I str I ct Court ••••••••• 5,791 N/A 17,994P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 31O.7P South Carol I na--Mag I strate Court •••••• 2,844 N/A 10,419P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 366.4P Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 2,770 4,490 fp 9,492P 8,733P 5,249P 92.0p 55.3P 759P 16.9P 342.7P Kansas--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••• 2,299 17 fp 88P 67P 38P 76.1P 43.2P 21P 123.5P 3.8P 

Ar kansas--STATE TOTAL ................. 2,117 N/A 25,824 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,219.8 Municipal Court l •••••••••••••••••••• N/A 23,236 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,097.6 City Court and Police Court' •••••••• N/A 2,279 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 107.7 Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••• N/A 309 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.6 I daho-STATE TOTAL ..................... 833 1,086 6,637 6,547 1,176 98.6 17.7 90 8.3 796.8 District Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 6fh 20 24 2 120.0 10.0 -4 i'C 2.4 Magistrates Dlvlslona ••••••••••••••• 1,080fh 6,617 6,523 1,174 98.6 17.7 94 8.7 794.4 

Note: Footnotes that appi y to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation Was deemed Inappropriate If the division was less than 10. 

"Court Jur I sd I ct Ion. 

fseglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
9Change In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure Was computod. 
IOota are not complete. 

POata were not available for all courts In the state • 
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Table 42: Other traffic violations caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting other traffic violations caseflow. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

stat. and court title 

Ca II forn I a--STATE TOTAL ................... . 

State 
population 

In 
thousands 

21,522 

As percent 
of filed 

Change In 
pend I ng Filed per 

Beginning End End l00,OQO 
pend I n9 F II ed 0 I sposed pend I ng 0 Isposed pend I n9 Number Percent popu I at I on 

N/A 5,082,113 4,104,938P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 23,513.5 
Justice Court........................... N/A 558,~53 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,058.5 
MUnicipal Court......................... N/A 4,423,850 4,104,938 N/A 92.8 N/A N/A N/A 20,555.1 

New York--STATE TOTAL..................... 18,053 N/A N/A 2,585,685 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
01 str I ct Court and Cit Y Court I.. • .. ..... N/A N/A 927,375 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Town and Village Court................... N/A N/A 1,559,310 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Texas-MUnicipal Court l .............. ".... 12,599 N/A 2,121,974P 2,058,48IP N/A 97.5P N/A N/A N/A 15,842.4P 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL......................... 10,590 35,304P 1,280,57IP 1,278,785P 45,325P 99.9P 3.5P 9,022P 24.9P 11,979.IP 

County Court............................ 4,155 144,054 143,374 4,8049 99.5 3.3 548 15.5 1,347.5 
Municipal Court ....................... ". 32,148 1,135,517 1,135,412 40,522g 99.9 3.5 8,374 25.0 10,531.5 

M I ch Igan--Recorder I S Cour~ of Detro I t ... ,,_ _....;.9,-" 1.,':'13=- --,=2"" 5",,5~3 -,-I P_..c15::::4-",3:,::0c:.4P __ -=5 ..... ,4,-=3-':.91_P_",3 ''7:1-c;59_I_P _....:N",C,--_....:N,-=C_ __5=:,0;=-5_1 P--:-:-;23:-".~51_P _-.!!!NC~_ 
A I 5 557 978 115 N/A 93 5 N/A N/A N/A 14,250.2 New Jersey--STATE TOTAL................... 7,339 N/ ,04 " • / N/A 529. I 

County District Court................... ~~~ I,O~~:~~~ 9~~::~~ N/A :~:: ~~~ ~/~ N/A 13,731.1 

Ma'~~:~~~~:~t~~~~~~~~·~~~~~:::::::::::::::: 5,791 N/A 501,100 N/A ~~~ N/A N/A N/A N/A 8,553.1 
~istrict Court.......................... N/A 487,909 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8,425.3 

Boston Mun I c I pa I Court.................. ____ _~N~/!l.A;:--_o::I3:L, =:19",1 ;:---::-=-,N::/~A ;;---:;::-"';N~/A;;;- _",N/",Ac......,_",N/""A,-- __ N"'/.:..:A::--..;.N~~~:-• ..,,8P;:- --5-, I.!.!:~~::".-;I P"" 
Indlana--STATE TOTAL...................... 5,313 45,150P 274,795P 250,079P 75,995P 91.0P NC 30,845P 

Superior Court and Circuit Court........ N/A 48,337 45,991 N/A 97.2 N/A N/A N/A 909.8 
County Court....................... ..... N/A 130,149 115,553 N/A 89.5 N/A N/A N/A 2,449.6 

5 310 85 425 75 995g 89 7 79 9 30 846 55.8 1,812.7 f~unlclpal Court of I~arlon County........ 46,150 9 , , , .., 42.5P 
Georgi a--Juvon lie CourtC , I.. ...... .. .... .. ~~ __ N:.!!/..cA __ ....:2;!.,:,,12;=2:...P _-=I",-,9::5'74;;-P _--;-N:-;/A-;- _-:.!92:!..5",P_",N/c:.A'--.. N/A N/A 
Wlsconsln--f4unlclpal Justice Court........ 4,(,)0 N/A N/A 79,594P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mlnnesota--County Court...... ............. 3,954 N/A N/A 354,003P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

. Loulslana--Clty Court and Parish Court, I 
and Now Orleans Traffic Court ......... 

Kentuc ky--Count y Court, Quarter I y Court, 
Po II ce Court, and Just I ce Courtb •••••• 

I owa--D I str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
South Carol I na--STATE TOTAL .............. . 

Famll y Court ........................... . 
Mag I strate Court ••••••••••••• I I ••••••• ,. 

o kl ahoma--D I str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Oregon--Mun tel pa J Court ' •••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D I strict Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court', ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court and Police Court' •••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••• 

Nebras I<a--Count y Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 

Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court ............................ .. 

Rhode !sland--Famlly Court •••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
District Court ........................ .. 
t~aglstrato5 Dlvlslona ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~istrict of Columbla--Superlor Court" ... .. 
North Oa I<ota--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

DIstrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3,87~i 

3,435 
2,874 
2,844 

2,770 
2,325 
2,299 
2,117 

1,552 
1,232 

936 

884 

N/A 387,983 335,452 N/A 85.5 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 425,445 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 285,710 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 375,343P 1,435P N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 1,435 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 375,343 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

40,343 fp 159,107P 173,984P 35,455P 102.9P 21.0P -4,877P -12.IP 
23,144 hp 121,539P 117,350P 27,433P _-=::.95"-.5::;,P,--...;2".,2,,,.5,,::-P _4:.L,.::;28;.:;9,:"P_-:I:;,8',:-5;,-P 
·==..t..!:2!::97fP,-....!.!:.~14::..::I""P--'-'-'-'-"'12:,::5':"P--=~"'4=-=5P:- 88.7P 31.9P 15P 55.2P 

N/A 387,555 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 358,188 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 15,783 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 3,594 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

--1.!W.l.~22~P_-.!.:15~1..." 5!!o:0~9P,.---'..:15"'0.", 0",07:-:.P_..:.1 ",I '7.'507;2,,-9p _~98,,-. :!:.9P_.,..,..,'7~. 7~P _",I '7.'5B:;::0,-P --:-;-;1-;:5.c.:8_P 
N/A 155,783P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 13,558 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/,\ 142,125 N/A . N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 597P Nf,\ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

41,059 195,081 191,325 44,814 98.1 23.0 3,755 9.1 
171 550 751 70 115.5 10.8 -101 -59.1 

____ ~.. 194,431 190,575 44,744 98.0 23.0 3.855 
833 3,502 171,337 177,132 3,807 99.9 2.1 205 

4fh 1 2 3 NC NC -1 
3,598fh 177,335 177,130 3,804 99.9 2.1 205 

827 N/A N/A 115,484 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 109,155 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 5,319 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

700 4,287 97,903 95,323 5,857 97.4 7.0 2,580 
545 N/A 3P 88,525 N/A NC N/A N/A 

N/A 3 5 N/A NC N/A N/A 

5.7 
NC 
5.7 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
50.2 

N/A 
N/A 

10,012.5 

12,411.1 
N/A 

13,197.7P 

N/A 
13,197.7 
5,104.9P 
5,229.5P 

5.IP 
18,307.3 
17,392.0 

745.5 
159.8 

9,758.5P 
12,544.7P 

1,108.5 
11,535.1 

74.5P 
22,058.0 

73.5 
21,994.5 
21,289.0 

0.1 
21,288.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

13,985.1 
0.5P 
0.5 

Count y Court wi th Increased N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Jurlsdlctlon l ......................... N/A N/A 30,825 N/A 

I~ulllcipal Court......................... N/A N/A 42,189 N/I\ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
County Justice Courtl................... N/A N/A 15,505 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Oelaware--FamllyCourta................... 582. 234P 1,512P 1,580P 255P 98.0P 15.5P 32P 13.7P-2II:.~ 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
Ne = Tho number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. ComputatIon of tho number was deemed InapproprIate If the divisor was less 

than 10. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the 

end pending figure for the 1975 court )ear. 

9Change In pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
d I spos It Ions. 

hF I gure Was computed. 

I Data are not camp I ete. 
Poata were not available for all courts In the sta·te. 
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Traffic disposition types (Ts!ble 
43). Th is table displays the 
'States' and courts that re-
ported traffic disposition types. 
There are data for 26 individual 
courts in 17 'states' (15 states, 
the District of COlumbia, and Puerto 
Rico). To aid in comparison, the 
'states' have been listed in popula­
tion order. This table displays to­
tal traffic dispositions as well as 
the following eight disposition 
types~ plea, violations bureau, 
bailor bond forfeiture, total 
conviction, trial conviction, 
acquittal, nolle prosequi, and 
dismi.sal. The disposition type 
total conviction includes pleas as 
well as other convictions by the 
courts. The violation,s bureau 
d ispos itions are cases where the 
disposition is rendered by a viola­
tions bureau; generally, these in­
volve just the payment of a fine. 

Because so few 'states' and 
courts reported data by disposition 
type for traffic cases and the dispo­
sition types may have overlapping 
definitions, conclusions are 
impossible; however, there are some 
interesting points that can be noted. 
The most commonly reported disposi-

tion type was dismissal, with 19 
courts reporting an average of 7.5 
percent of their traffic cases dis­
missed. (See Figure EE.) The next 
most commonly reported disposition 
type was plea, with 15 courts re­
porting an average of 45.6 percent 
of their traffic cases disposed after 
a plea of guilty or nolo contendere. 
Violations bureau and bailor bond 
forfeiture dispositions were each 
reported by nine courts, ~rith 

averages of 63.2 percent and 48.7 
percent of their traffic C~lses dis­
positions, respectively. Both of 
these disposition types are probably 
used in a fashion similar to pleas, 
making the averages similar to the 
average for pleas. As with criminal 
cases, the proportion of trllrfic 
cases having an acquittal disposi­
tion was low, with an average of 2.8 
percent of the dispositions in the 
seven courts reporting. 

In sunmary, th is Figure lrepre­
sents data on only some of the courts 
in about a third of the 'states'. 
The Figure does suggest, however, 
the conclusion that a majority of 
traffic cases do not go to trial or 
hearing. 

Pigure EE: Traffic disposition types as a percent of the nwaber of 
traffic dispositions in trial courts. 

Courts 
Percent of traffic dispositions 

Disposition type: 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average ~point 

Plea • 
Violations bureau. 
Bailor bond forfeiture. 
Total convic tion 
Trial conviction • 
Acquittal. 
Nolle prosequi • 
Dismissal. 

15 
9 
9 
7 
6 
7 
3 

19 

119 

6.3 
41.0 
1.5 
9.2 
1.2 
0.6 
0.7 
0.1 

87.9 
87.8 
86.8 
97.4 
9.6 
8.3 

12.3 
39.1 

45.6 
63.2 
48.7 
53.1 
3.6 
2.8 
5.0 
7.5 

39,,0 
59.8 
64.4 
68.3 
2.6 
2.5 
2.1 
4.1 
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Table 43: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting traffic disposition type data. Pleas, violations bureau, bailor bond forteitures, 
convictions, acquitted, 'lolle prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of traffic dispositions. 

state and court title 

Callfornla--Munlclpal Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Now York--Olstrlct Court and City Court' ••• 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• 

County Court at Law, and Constitutional 
County Court', •••••••••• II •• , II. II II •••• 

Municipal court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Just! co of the Peace Court' ••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--Dlstrlct Justice Court •••••••• 
Ohlo--STATE TOiAL ......................... .. 

Count y Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I~lchlgan--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
""un I c I pe I Court ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
County District Court .............. ., .... . 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Georyla--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 
Superior CourtC , ' ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

State Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlnnesota--STATE TOTAL .................... .. 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

WBshlngton--Dlstrlct Court and Justices of 
the Peace k •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Clty Court ........................... . 
Hawall--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columble--Sup~rlor Court8 ...... . 

North Oakoto--STATE TOTAL ................. .. 
County Court with Increased Jurlsdlctlonl. 
County Justice Court l ................... .. 

Vermont--D I str I ct Court .................... . 
Alaska--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

In 
ttlcusands 

21,522 
18,053 
1~,599 

11,802 
10,690 

9,113 

7,339 

4,984 

3,954 

3,611 
3,214 

.---..L.lli... 
8B4 
700 
645 

477 
___ 40_B_ 

Total 
trallic 

dispositions 
11,331,553 

927,376 
4,138,773 

66,69B 
3,246,633 

825,442 
1,098,190 
1,338,424 

153,517 
1,184,901 
1,419,82B 
1,277,551 

142,277 
2,836,791 

62,717 
2,774,074 

262,646 
13,372 

136,727 
112,547 
424,656 
354,003 

70,653 

N/A 

231,112 
425,682 
545,340 
95,323 
46,431 
30,826 
15,605 
37,006 
56,419 

Plea 
As 

percent 
of dls-

Number posed 
1,06B,989 9.4 

74B,0 17 BO.7 
54,602P NO 

54,602 
N/A 
N/A 

878,696 
525,309 
62,989 

462,320 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

BI,337 
3,634 

46,305 
31 ,398 

139,012 
98,634 
40,37B 

N/A 
169,787 
43,509 

tVA 
6,040 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

32,534 
N/A 

BI.9 
N/A 
N/A 

BO.O 
39.2 
41.0 
39.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

31.0 
27.2 
33.9 
27.9 
32.7 
27.9 
57.1 

N/A 

73.5 
10.2 

N/A 
6.3 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
87.9 

N/A 

Ballor bond 
ViolatIons bureau* _--,f",or",f",e",lt.:.;u"r."o_ 

As As 
percent percent 
of dls- of dls-

Number posed 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

2,029,OB6P NO 

N/A 
1,329,690 

699,396 
N/A 

620,696 
68,992 

551,704 
743,518 
644,061 

99,457 
2,367,364 

55,092 
2,312,272 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

211 ,857P 

211 ,857 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
41.0 
84.7 

N/A 
46.4 
44.9 
46.6 
52.4 
50.4 
69.9 
83.5 
87.8 
83.4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
Ne 
59.8 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

. Number posed 
8,752,169 77.2 

N/A N/A 
255,B27P NC 

N/A 
243,640 

12,IB7 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

150,803 
8,628 

69,639 
72,536 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

319,147 
N/A 

369,585 
411 ,353 

9,367 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
7.5 
1.5 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
57.4 
64.5 
50.9 
64.4 

N/A 

N/A 
tVA 

N/A 

N/A 
86.8 
75.4 
9.8 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Total convictIon 

NUmber 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

356,657 
5,764 

350,893 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

172,514 
N/A 

67,662 
N/A 

45,178 
30,031 
15,147 

N/A 
3B,524 

As 
percent 
of dls­

posod 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12.6 
9.2 

12.6 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

74.6 
N/A 

12.4 
N/A 

97.3 
97.4 
97. I 

N/A 
68.3 

Trial conviction 
As 

percent 
of dis­

posed Number 
N/A 
N/A 

210,089 

855 
130,051 
79,183 
36,393 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

2,727 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

I ,095 

N/A 
N/A 

5.1 

1.3 
4.0 
9.6 
3.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1.2 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1.9 

AcqUittal 

Number 
N/A 
N/A 

65,622 

487 
60,552 

4,5B3 
90,853 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

6,991 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,205 
776 
429 
N/A 
N/A 

As 
percent 
of dis­
posed 

N/A 
N/A 

1.6 

0.7 
1.9 
0.6 
8.3 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

3.0 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2.6 
2.5 
2.7 

N/A 
N/A 

total ctmvictions, trial 

Nolle prosegul 
, As 

Number 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

percent 
of dls-
posed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

--"'N/"'A--'-"N/A 

N/A Il/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

Il/A 

N/A 
N/A 

3,870 
II ,r,93 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
772 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

0.7 
12.3 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
2.1 

N/A 

Dismissal 

Number 

As 
percent 
of dis­

posed 
1,292,688 11.4 

166,239 
344,144 

9,503 
304,548 

30,093 
N/A 

44,349 
2,584 

41,765 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
17,881 

940 
9,440 
7 ,501 

42,204 
14,568 
27,636 

17.9 
8.3 

14.2 
9.4 
3.6 

N/A 
3.3 
1.7 
3.5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
6.8 
7.0 
6.9 
6.7 
9.9 
4. I 

39.1 

N/A N/A 

20,319 8.8 
• __ 6,'.:,1",80,-_:.::1.-=-5 

12,456 2.3 
3,063 3.2 

48 0.1 
19 0.1 
29 0.2 

607 1.6 
N/A N/A 

Nato: Footnotes that apply to tho data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertainIng to tho footnotos can be found In Part iI of this report, whore statistical profiles for all courts In 
each state are displayed. 

tVA = This case typo Is handlod by tho court, but the data are unavaIlable. 
NC = Tho number was not computed becauso at Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was doomed InapproprIate If tho divisor was loss than 10. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
cJudge Information. 
IData are not complete. 
~ddltlonal Information avallablo. 
POata wore not ava'iable for all courts In the state. 

·Vlolatlons bureau dispositions are cases where tho disposition Is rendered by a vlolat!ons buroau. Gen!Jrally these Involve Just tho ps)mont of a fine. In tho Texas Justlco at tho Pesell COlJrt 
theso are called pa~ont of fine disposItIons. 
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Juvenile caseflow (Tables 44-47) 

The fifth group of tables d is­
plays trial court juvenile statis-' 
tics, both published and unpublished. 
In each table, the 'states' have been 
arranged by population to aid compar­
ison between states of similar size. 

The juvenile tables have been 
div;i,ded into two subsets. The first 
subset consists of Table 44, which 
displays total juvenile case flow. 
In the second subset (Tables 45-47), 
total reported case £low is broken 
down into juvenile case categories. 
The reader should note that juvenile 
tra ffic caseload is not inc luded in 
Tables 44-47 but has been incorpo­
rated in the general section "Traffic 
Case flow" so as to enhance the 
clarity and comparability of the 
juvenile casel oad. S ta tes that re­
ported only total juvenile cases may 
ha,ve included juvenile traffic in 
that' total, however. 

As in the tables showing total, 
civil, criminal, and traffic case­
flow, several measures are presented 
to allow comparisons among 'states'. 
These include the total number of 
cases disposed during the year listed 
as a percent of the number of cases 
filed during the year; the total 
number of pending cases at the end 
of the year shown as a percentage of 
the number of cases filed; and the 
number and percent change in year­
end pending case figures as compared 

to beginning pending case figures. 
In addition, the second subset uses 
the measure of the number of cases 
filed per 100,000 population. 

Thirty of the states~ the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico indicated that they handle ju­
venile cases in their general juris­
diction courts, while 27 states 
handle juvenile cases in limited or 
special juriSdiction courts, When 
attempting comparisons of juvenile 
case flow from these tables, it is 
important that the similarity of 
court jurisdictions be verified by 
reference to each court's profile in 
Part II of this report and that the 
types of cases included in the case­
load be checked for similarity. 

Total juvenile case flow (Table 
44). Table 44 exhibits 1976 juve­
nile case flow for general and limit­
ed or special jurisdiction courts, 
and the total for all trial courts. 
In addition to casef10w figures, the 
measures mentioned earlier are 
inc luded. 

Table 44 and Figure FF indicate 
that the 'states' reporting data 
were keeping fairly current with 
juvenile caseflow, with almost half 
the 'states' disposing more cases 
than were filed. This may be indic­
ative of an express desire by the 
courts and other court-related 
agencies for timely disposition of 
juvenile matters. Courts of general 

Figure W: Number of 'states' with specified ranges of disposed cases as 
a percent of filed cases for juvenile caseflow in trial courts. 

Total juvenile case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 44) •••.•• 

Juvenile case categories: 
Delinquency (Table 45) •••••• 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46). 
Status offenses (Table 47) •.•• 
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Under 
70.0% 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Range in percent 

70.0 80.0 90.0 
to to to 

79.9% 89.9% 99.9% 

2 2 7 
0 3 6 
2 3 11 

1 1 11 
0 2 2 
0 0 6 

100.0% Te,tal 
and 'states' 
~ reporting 

11 22 
j 12 

14 30 

5 18 
10 14 

5 11 

i 

~ 

.... 



Table 44: General jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial c~urts juvenife caseflo~, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 

change in pending. 

------_ .. _._--

State 

stat. 
population 

In 
thousands 

Call fornla ................. . 
Now york •••••••••••• ••••• •• , 
Texas ••••••••••••••••• ••••• • 
Pennsylvania •••••••••••••••• 

1IIInoi 5 •••••••••••••• •••••• 

Ohio ••••••••••••• • •• •••••••• 

Michigan ••••••••••••••••••• • 

Florida ••••••••••••• •••••••• 
New Jersey_ ••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••••• 

North Carolina •••••••••••••• 

Indlana ••••••••••• cro ••••••••• 

Virginia •••••••••••••••••• •• 
Georgia •••••••••••••••• •••• • 

Missouri ••••••••••••• ••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••• •• 

Tennessee •••••••••••••• •• ••• 
Maryland •••••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••• 

Louisiana ••••••••••••••• •••• 
A I abama ............. , ~ ••••••• 

Wash 1 ngton •••••••••••••••••• 
Kontucky •••••••••••••••••• ,. 
Puerto R I co ••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut ••••••••••••••••• 
Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Carolina •••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma ••••••••••••••••• • •• 

Colorado ••••••••• t. l •••••• ••• 

(\!lsslsslppl ••• '1 ••••••••••••• 

Oregon •••••••••••••••••••• • • 

Kansas ••••••••••••• •••••••• • 
Arizona ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Arkansas ••••••••••••••••• •• • 
"'ust Virginia ••••••••••••••• 

Nebraska •••••••••••••• ••••• • 

Utah •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Mexlcu ••••••••••••••• • •• 

Maino ••••••••••••••••• •••••• 
Rhod. Is I and •••••••••••••••• 

Hawaii •••••••••••• •••••••••• 

Idaho •••••••••••••••• •••••• • 
New Hampslll re.@ •••••••••• • ~. 

Montana ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia ...... .. 
South Dakota ................ . 

North Dakota ••• .,., •••••••••• 

Nevada ............. to •••• •••••• 

Delaware ••••••••••••• •• ••••• 
Vermont •••••••••••••• •••• ••• 

AI aska ••••••••••••••• ••••••• 
WyomIng ••••••••••••••••• •••• 

21,522 
18,053 
12,599 
11,502 
11,193 
10,690 

9,113 
8,353 
7,339 
5,791 
5,462 

5,313 
5,052 
4,984 
4,787 
4,610 

4,234 
4,125 
3,954 
3,875 
3,653 

3,611 
3,436 
3,214 
3,102 
2,874 

2,844 
2,770 
2,575 
2,365 
2,326 

2,299 
2,249 
2,117 
1,832 
1,552 

1,232 
1,172 
1,071 

936 
884 

833 
827 
755 
700 
686 

645 
613 
582 
477 
408 
391 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
NH 

5,328 
5,920 

13,606 
19,226 

NH 
20,767 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

10,533 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

2,474 
NH 

N/A 

NH 

3,911 
8,795 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
7941 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
2,84f, 

NH 
NH 

2,7"18 

General Jurisdiction courts 

Filed 

107,917 
NH 

11,031 
37,084 
25,731 

189,342 

NH 
64,377 

NH 
NH 
NH 

12,981 
NH 
NH 

16,929 
N/A 

NH 
25,185 

N/A 
10,406' 

NH 

13,433 
• ~.;tI 

6,215 
NH 

5,672 

NH 
8,272 

22,838 
N/A 

13,470 

NH 
8,287 1 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
5,259 

NH 
NH 

7,363 

Disposed 

103,664 
NH 

11,411 
38,145 
26,529 

190,321 

61,365 
NH 
NH 
NH 

13,331 
NH 
NH 

18,443 
22,561 

NH 
27,751 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

5,830 
NH 

6,629 

NH 

6,803 
24,015 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
7,088 1 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
4,828 

NH 
NH 

6,865 

End 
pend I ng 

N/A 
NH 

4,948 
4,859 

12,808 
18,247 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

9,016 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

2,859 
NH 

N/A 

NH 

5,380 
7,618 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
938 1 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
3,279 

NH 
NH 

3,216 

As percent 
of filed 

End 

Disposed pending 

96. 1 N/A 
NH NH 
103.4 44.9 
102.9 13. I 
103. 1 49.8 
100.5 9.6 

NH 
95.3 
NH 
NH 
NH 

102.7 
NH 
NH 

108.9 
N/A 

NH 
110.2 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
93. 8 
NH 

116.9 

NH 
82.2 

105.2 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
85.5 1 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
91.8 
NH 

NH 
93.2 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
53.3 

N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
46.0 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
65.0 
33. 4 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
11.31 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
62.4 
NH 
NH 
44.5 

---------------------
1,844 

NH 
N/A 

1,967 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~H 

255 
N/A 
N/A 

7,927 
NH 

1,793 
7,391 
4,210 

1,001 
2,3431 

NH 
1,020 
1,510 

N/A 

7,513 
NH 

1,414 
8,254 
3,9721 

922 
N/A 

NH 
1,103 
1,133 

815 

2,258 
NH 

N/A 
1,104 

N/A 

186 
N/A 

NH 
172 
N/A 
N/A 

94.8 
NH 
78.9 

111.7 
NC 

92.1 
N/A 

NH 

108.1 
75.0 

N/A 

78.5 
NH 

N/A 
14.9 

N/A 

18.6 
N/A 

NH 
16.9 

N/A 
N/A 

Chango In 
pending 

Number Peroont 

N/A N/A 
NH NH 

-380 -7.1 
-1,061 -17.9 

-798 -5.9 
-979 -5.1 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

-1.~14 

N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

385 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
1,469 

-1,777 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
1441 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
431 

NH 
NH 

498 

414 
NH 

N/A 
-863 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
-83 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

-14.4 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
15.6 
NH 

N/A 

NH 
37.6 

-13.4 

N/A 
N/A 

NH' 
18.1 1 

NH 
N/A 

NH 

NH 
15.1 
NH 
NH 
17.9 

22.5 
ilH 

N/A 
-43. 9 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

~32.·5 

N/A 
N/A 

8egl nn I ng 
pend I ng 

NH 
11,396 

1,090 1 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

11,602 
N/A 

N/A 

1,397 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/I< 

NH 

1,692 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

1,127P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 

2,166 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Limited 

Filed 

NH 
48,872 

1,2961 

NH 

NH 

25,623 
NH 

84,484 
49,467 
22,757 

6,055 
111,675 
28,3621 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
3,047 

N/A 
5,075 1 

N/A 

NH 
26,043 

NH 
14,452 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
242 

N/A 
NH 

6,588 
NH 

5,254 

22,482 
NH 

4,517 
6,436 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 

9,823 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Note: I below• Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
Footnotes that app I y to the data on th I s tab lear. g ven 

this report, whero statistical profll.s for all courts In each stato aro displayed. 
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Jurisdiction courts 

Disposed 

NH 
61,174 

1,262 1 

NH 

NH 

22,935 
NH 

83,276 
N/A 

22,906 

5,775 
103,414 
27,727 1 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
2,494 

14,168 
4,409 1 

N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
14,800 

10,701 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

21,007 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

3,256P 

25,3971 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

5,498 
NH 

NH 
NH 

9,609 
NH 
NH 
NH 

End 
pend I ng 

NH 
12,057 

1,124 1 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

12,810 
N/A 
N/A 

1,677 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
1,344 

I~/A 

NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

1,088P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 

2,380 
NH 
NH 
NH 

As percent 
of fll.d 

End 
Disposed pend I ng 

NH 
125.2 
97.4 1 

NH 

NH 

89.5 
NH 
98.6 

N/A 
100.7 

95.4 
92.6 
97.8 1 

NH 
NH 

N/A 

81.9 
N/A 

86.9 1 

N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

102.4 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

NC 

NC 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 
97.8 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
24.7 
86.7 1 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
15.2 

N/A 

N/A 

27.7 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
9.3 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
t..c 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 
24.2 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Chang. In 
pend I ng 

All trial courts 

Beginning End 

Numb.r P.rcent _p",e",n",d",1 n"'9'--_'-F'-II"'."'d __ ....!:O"-I"-sp"'0"'s"'e"-d _--,p",e",nd"-l,,-n,,,9_ 

NH 
661 
34 1 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

1,208 
N/A 
N/A 

280 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

-348 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

-39P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 

214 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Nii 
5.8 
3.1 1 

NH 

NH 

N/A 
NH 
10.4 

N/A 
N/A 

20.0 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
-20.6 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
-3.5P 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 

N/A 
NH 

NH 
NH 
9.9 

NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
11,396 
6,418 1 

5,920 
13,606 
19,226 

N/A 
20,767 
11,602 

N/A 
N/A 

1,397P 

N/A 
N/A 

10,530 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
2,474 
1,692 

N/A 

N/A 
3,911 
8,795 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
794 1 

N/A 
N/A 

1,127P 

N/A 
2,848 

N/A 
N/A 

2,778 

1,844 
N/A 
N/A 

1,967 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,166 
255 
N/A 
N/A 

107,917 
48,872 
12,3271 

37,084 
25,731 

189,342 

25,623 
64,377 
84,484 
49,467 
22,757 

19,036 
111,675 
28,362 1 

16,929 
I;fA 

N/A 
28,232 

N/A 
15,481 1 

N/A 

13,433 
26,043 
6,215 

14,452 
5,672 

N/A 
8,272 

22,838 
N/A 

13,712 

N/A 
8,287 1 

6,588 
N/A 

5,254 

22,482 
5,259 
4,517 
6,436 
7,363 

7,927 
N/A 

1,793 
7,391 
4,2101 

1,001 
2,343 1 

9,823 
1,020 
1,510 

N/A 

103,664 
61,174 
12,673 1 

38,145 
26,529 

190,321 

22,935 
61,365 
83,276 

N/A 
22,906 

19,106 
103,414 
27,727 1 

18,443 
22,561 

N/A 
30,245 
14, 168P 
4,409 1p 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

5,830 
14,800 
6,629 

10,701 
6,803 

24,015 
N/A 
N/A 

21,007 
7,088 1 

N/A 
N/A 

3,256P 

25,397 1 

4,828 
tVA 
N/A 

6,865 

7,513 
5,498 
1,414 
8,254 
3,972 1 

922 
N/A 

9,609 
1,103 
1,133 

815 

N/A 
12,057 
6,072 1 

4,859 
12,808 
18,247 

N/A 
(I<) 

12,810 
N/A 
N/A 

1,677P 
N/A 

N/A 
9,016 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,859 
1,344 

N/A 

N/A 
5,380 
7,618 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
938 1 

N/A 
N/A 

1,088P 

N/A 
3,279 

N/A 
N/A 

3,276 

2,258 
N/A 
N/A 

1,104 
N/A 

186 

N/A 
2,380 

172 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A: This case type Is handled by th.,court, but the data are unavallabl •• 

Table 44, page 2 

As percent 
of filed 

End 

Change In 
pendl n9 

Disposed pending Number Percent 

96.1 
125.2 
102.81 

102.9 
103.1 
100.5 

89.5 
95.3 
98.6 

N/A 
100.7 

100.4 
92.6 
97.8 1 

108.9 
N/A 

N/A 

107.1 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
93.8 

102.4 
116.9 

N/A 
82.2 

105.2 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
85.51 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

NC 
91.8 

N/A 
N/A 

93.2 

94.8 
N/A 

78.9 
111.7 
NC 

92.1 
N/A 

97.8 
108.1 
75.0 

N/A 

N/A 

24.7 
49.3 1 

13.1 
49.8 

9.6 

N/A 
N/A 

15.2 
N/A 
N/A 

NC 
N/A 

N/A 
53.3 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
46.0 
9.3 

N/A 

N/A 
65.0 
33.4 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
11.31 

N/A 
N/A 

NC 

N/A 
62.4 

N/A 
N/A 

44.5 

28.5 
N/A 

N/A 
14.9 

N/A 

18.6 
N/A 

24.2 
16.9 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
661 

-346 1 

-1,061 
-798 
-979 

N/A 
N/A 

1,208 
N/A 
N/A 

280P 
N/A 
N/A 

-1,514 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
385 

-348 
N/A 

N/A 
1,469 

-1,177 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
1441 

N/A 
N/A 
-39P 

N/A 
431 
N/A 
N/A 
498 

414 
N/A 
N/A 

-863 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
214 
-83 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
5.8 

-5.4 1 

-17.9 
-5.9 
-5.1 

N/A 
N/A 

10.4 
N/A 
N/A 

20.0P 

N/A 

N/A 
-14.4 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
15.6 

-20.6 
N/A 

N/A 
37.6 

-13.4 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
18.1 1 

N/A 
N/A 

-3.5P 

N/A 

15.1 
N/A 
N/A 

17.9 

22.5 
N/A 
N/A 
-43.9 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
9.9 

-32.5 
N/A 
N/A 

NC = The number was not computed because of incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate if the dlvlslor was 
less than 10. 

NH :'Thls case type Is not handl.d In this court. 
-- = Not applicable. 

loat. aro not comp I ete. 
PData ware not ava! I ab I e for a I I COUI"ts I n the state • 
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jurisdiction in 11 'states' out of 
the 22 'states' reporting disposed 
of more juvenile cases than were 
filed in 1976, compared with courts 
of limited jurisdiction in only 3 
states of the 12 states reporting. 
In all trial courts together, 14 of 
the 30 'states' reporting disposed 
of more cases than were filed. 

The next measure displayed in 
Table 44 is the number of end 
pending cases as a percent of the 

number of filed cases. This ratio 
of pending to filed cases was quite 
low for all 'states' reporting data. 
Seven of the 15 'states' reporting 
at the general jurisdiction level, 5 
of the 6 states reporting at the 
limited jurisdiction level, and 11 
of the 19 'states' reporting for all 
trial courts had fewer than 30.0 
percent of the number of cases filed 
remaining pending at the end of the 
year. (See Figure GG.) 

Figure 00: Number of • states' with specified ranges of end pending cases as 
a percent of filed cases for juvenile caseflow in trial courts. 

Total juvenile caseflow: 
'State' total fo~ general jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 44) •••••• 

Juvenile case categories: 
Delinquency (Table 45) • • • • • • 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46). 
Status offenses (Table 47) • 

Figure HH displays the number of 
'states' in general jurisdiction, in 
limited jurisdiction, and in all 
trial courts for which change-1n­
pending cases was computed. In ad­
dition, it shows the number of 
'states' in which the courts had an 
increase or decrease in pending 
caseload. The number of states in 
which change (number and percent) in 
pending cases was computed was small 

Range in Eercent 

0.0 30.0 50.0 70.0 100.0 200.0% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 

29.9% 49.9% 69.9% 99.9% 199.9% over reEorting 

7 5 3 0 0 0 15 
5 0 0 1 0 0 6 

11 5 3 0 0 0 19 

6 2 1 0 0 0 9 
0 3 2 1 0 0 6 
3 1 0 1 0 0 5 

because of the lack of complete 
data; for those reporting, however, 
approximately the same number of 
states had an increase in pending as 
had a decrease. Of the 'states' 
reporting increases in pending, the 
largest increase was 37.6 percent. 
Because of the small number of states 
displayed, however, these numbers 
cannot be construed to represent a 
trend across the United States. 

Figure DB: Number of • states' with specified ranges of percent change in 
pending cases for juvenile caseflow in t~ial courts. 

Total juvenile case flow: 
'State' total for general jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for limited jurisdiction courts (Table 44) 
'State' total for all trial courts (Table 44). 

Juvenile case categories: 
Delinquency (Table 45) • • • • • • 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46). 
Status offenses (Table 47) •••• 
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Range in Eercent 

-50.0% -20.0% 0.0 20.0 50.0 100.0% Total 
to to to to to and 'states' 

-20.1% -0.1% 19.9% 49.9% 99.9% ~ reEorting 

2 6 4 2 0 0 14 
1 1 4 1 0 0 7 
3 7 7 3 0 0 20 

2 0 4 2 1 0 9 
0 5 0 1 0 0 6 
0 2 3 0 0 0 5 

-~---------~---------------------

'. 

Juvenile case categories (Tables 
45, 46, 47 ). Each table in thi13 
group compiles one of the following 
juvenile case categories: delin­
quency, de.pendency and nellect, and 
Itatus offenses. The tables list 
only the 'states' and courts that 
reported these case types in their 
data. There is a change in a 
juvenile case category title: 
"children in need of supervision," 
which was used in the 1975 annual 
report, becomes status offenses 1 a 
term more commonly used in the juve­
nile justice system. 

Some general comments can be 
made about Tables 45-47 and the mea­
sures used therein. First, these 
tables indicate that the more 
selective the case type, the lower 
the number of 'states' reporting 
such data. Second, it appears that 
most I states' were repor-ting only 
"filed" aild "d isposed" as case flow 
for delinquency, dependency al1d 
nellect, and status offenses. This 
does not give a complete picture of 
case flow in the courts, but does 
show case load added in the current 
year. Finally, reporting only a 
portion of case flow affects the use 
of comparative measures in Tables 
44-47. The ra te 0 f d ispos ition as a 
perc.ent of the number of cases filed 
and the number of cases filed per 

100,000 popUlation are the most com­
plete columns. The other columns 
cannot be completed without 
additional case flow data. 

Figures FF, GG, and HH indicate 
that in total juvenile case flow the 
'states' seemed to be handling all 
three juvenile categories quite well. 
Almost all 'states' reporting dis­
posed of at least 90.0 percent of the 
number of cases filed and had less 
than 60.0 percent of the number of 
cases filed remaining pending at the 
end of the year for each of the 
three juvenile categories. Many of 
the 'states' reporting data had 
decreases in the pending caseload, 
and the largest increase in pending 
was 70.0 percent (for delinquency). 

The minimum, maximum, average, 
and mid-point for the number of 
cases filed per 100,000 population 
in each of the categories are dis­
played in Figure II. The largest 
volume of juvenile cases is in the 
delinquency category, with an 
average of 510.9 per 100,000 popu­
lation for the 24 'states' reporting. 
Both dependency and nellect and 
Itatue offenses had much lower 
averages, with 67.4 per 100,000 for 
the 19 'states' reporting dependency 
and neglect data for all courts and 
99.3 for the 15 'states' reporting 
status offenses data for all courts. 

Figure IX: Number of juvenile cases filed in trial courts per 100,000 
population. 

'States' 

'State' 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid-Eoint 

totals for all 'states' reporting: ---
Delinquency (Table 45). ..... 24 74.7 1,687.8 510.9 439.0 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46) 20 7.7 172.1 64.4 58.9 
Status offenses (Table 47). 16 0.1 540.6 94.4 64.5 

'State' totals for all 'states' reporting filed data for 
all courts handling case category: 

Delinquency (Table 45). .. 24 74.7 1,687.8 510.9 439.0 
Dependency and neglect (Table 46) 19 12.5 172.1 67.4 65.3 
Status offense& (Table 47). 15 0.1 540.6 99.3 67.5 
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Table 45: Delinquency caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting delinquency caseflow. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and co"rt title 

Callfornla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
New York--Famfly Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Texas-STATE TOTAL •• : ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Juvenile Court ••••••• 
Count y Court at Law, Const I tut I ona I 

County Court, and Probate COurti ...... 
Mlchlgan--Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb ••••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--Juvenlle and 

Domestic Relations Court •••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

DIstrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juve" II e Court ••••• It ••••••••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••• 
Georyla--Juvenlle CourtC , I ••••••••••••••• 
Maryl and--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

C frcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MI nnesota--County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Lou I 5 lana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
District CourtC , I, Farnll y Court, and 

Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court and Parish Court l •••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--Juvenlle Court ••••••••••••••• 
South Carol I na--Faml I y Court •••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Co I orado--D I str I ct Court and 

Denver JuvenJ Ie Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Juvenlle Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode I s I and--Farnll y Court •••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
I daho--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

01 str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslona ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Harnpsh I re--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbla--Superior Courta .... . 
South Dakota--Clrcult COurt l ............. . 
North Darota--Dlstrict Court ............ .. 
Delaware--Famll y COurta ••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
popu I at I on 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 
12,599 

9,113 
8,353 

7,339 
5,791 

5,462 
4,984 
4,125 

3,954 
3,875 

3,214 
3,102 
2,844 
2,770 

2,575 
1,232 

936 
884 
833 

827 

700 
686 
645 
582 
408 

As percent 
of filed 

Beg I nn I ng End End 

_",pe",n:.:dc:.l:.:;ng"-_-,F..;Ic;I..::e"d_--=D.:..1 s",p",o",s",e::.d _-"p.::.en",d=-,I",n",s_ D I .posed pend I ng 

N/A 
5,923 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10,925f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,474 
1,314 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

I ,677 
1,538 

2fh 

1,536fh 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,618 
N/A 
N/A 

2,166 
N/A 

93,864 
27,324 
9,411 
8,280 

1,131 
21,074J 
38,613 

75,862 
45,331 
34,733 
10,598 
13,241 
17 ,850 
24,256 
22,276 

1,980 
N/A 

10,070 

5,501 
4,569 
6,215 

13,709 
N/A 

4,698 

5,909 
14,200 
4,993 
4,957 
7,490 

o 
7,490 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

6,236 
3,465 

499 
9,823 
1,223h 

89,995 
32,632 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
18,156J 
37,790 

74,752 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12,954 
17,173 
26,266 
24,740 

1,526 
11 ,462P 

3,951 P 

N/A 
3,951 
5,830 

14,021 
9,582 
3,482 

N/A 
17,550 

N/A 
4,513 
7,023 

1 
7,022 
4,573 
4,377 

196 
7,036 
3,337 

460 
9,609 

N/A 

N/A 
6,6169 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

12,035 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2,859 
1,002 

N/A 
2,952 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,121 
2,005 

1 
2,004 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
818 
N/A 
N/A 

2,380 
N/A 

95.9 

119.4 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
86.2 

97.9 

98.5 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

97.8 
96.2 

108.3 
111.1 
77.1 

N/A 
NC 

N/A 
86.5 
93.8 

102.3 
N/A 

74.1 

N/A 
123.6 
N/A 

91.0 
93.8 
NC 
93.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
112.8 
96.3 
92.2 
97.8 

N/A 

N/A 
24.2 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15.9 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

46.0 
7.3 

N/A 
62.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

42.8 
26.8 
NC 
26.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

13.1 
N/A 
N/A 

24.2 

N/A 

Change In 
pend I ng 

Number Percent 

N/A 
693 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1,110 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
385 

-312 
N/A 

1,216 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
444 
467 
-1 

468 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-800 
N/A 
N/A 
214 

N/A 

N/A 
11.7 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10.2 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

15.6 
-23.7 
N/A 

70.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
26.5 
30.4 
NC 

30.5 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-49.4 
N/A 

N/A 
9.9 

N/A 

F lied per 
100,000 

population 

436.1 
151 .. 4 
74.7 
65.7 

9.0 

1,033.7 
782.8 
599.8 
183.0 
242.4 
358.1 
588.0 
540.0 
48.0 

N/A 
259.9 

142.0 
117.9 
193.4 
441.9 
N/A 
169.6 

229.5 
1,152.6 

533.4 
560.7 
899.2 

0.0 
899.2 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
890.9 
505.1 
77.4 

1,687.8 
299.8 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statistical profiles for all courts In each state are dlsplayad. 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate If the divisor Was less 

than 10. 

"Court jur I sd I ct Ion. 
bpartlcul ar court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
9Change In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hF I gure was computed. 
'Data are not complete. 
jExplanatlon of data Included In the category. 
Poata were not avaIlable for all courts In the state. 
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Table 46: Dependency and neglect caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting dependency and neglect caseflow. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Callfornla--Superlor Court ............... . 
New Vor k- ... Famll y Court .................. .. 
Mlchlgan--Probate Court .................. . 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb ••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juven II e Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--Dlstrlct court ........... .. 
Georgla--Juveolle CourtC,1 ••••••••••••••• 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• \1. 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
M I nnesota--County Court ................. .. 

Loulslana--Clty Court and Parish Court l ••• 
Connect I cut--Juven I Ie Court ••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado--D I strl ct Court and 

Denver Juvenile Court ............... .. 

Utah--Juvenlle Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Famll y Court .............. .. 
Hawall--Clrcult Court .................... . 
I daho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ulstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag I strates D I v I 5 lana ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL ............... . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

DlstrJc~ of Col Umbla--Superlor Courta ... .. 
South Da kota-~ I rcu It Court I ........... , .. 
North Da I<Dta--O f str I ct Court •••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superlor Court .................. .. 

State 
popu I at I on 

In 
thousands 

21,522 
18,053 
9,113 
8,353 
5,791 

5,462 
4,984 
4,125 

3,954 

3,875 
3,102 
2,770 

2,575 

1,232 
936 
884 
833 

827 

700 
686 
645 

408 

As percent 
of filed 

Beg I nn I n9 End End 

-,p",e:!!n!!.d "I n;:;9L-__ .!.F.!.I.!.1 e:::d,---,D!.!I"s",po",s",e",d,----,p:::e::.:n!!.d!.!1 n",9L .0 I .posed pend I n9 

N/A 
3,625 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
378 
810 f 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
157 
306 

1 fh 

305 fh 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
225 t 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

14,053 
9,358 
4,549 

14,373 
1,079 

775 
304 

4,691 
3,889 
3,976 
2,909 
1,067 

N/A 

299P 

743 
1,869 

1,757 

1,622 
1,348 

153 
437 

1 
436 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
565 

86 
289 

76h 

13,669 
13,002 
4,779 

12,417 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5,301 
4,166 
3,979 
3,011 

968 
1,260P 

304P 

779 
1,574 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
160 
490 

1 
489 

436 
427 

9 
609 
N/A 
266 
N/A 

N/A 
3,3929 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
342 

1,105 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
150 
253 

1 
252 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
181 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

97.3 
138.9 
105.1 
86.4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

113.0 
107.1 
100.1 
103.5 
90.7 

N/A 

101.7P 
104.8 
84.2 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
104.6 
112.1 
NC 

112.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
107.8 
N/A 

92.0 
N/A 

N/A 
36.2 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
46.0 
59.1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
98.0 
57.9 
NC 
57.8 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

32.0 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Change In 
pendln9 Flied per 

100,000 
Number Percent popu I at I on 

N/A 
-233 
N/A 
N/A 
J:J/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
-36 
295 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-7 
-53 

o 
-53 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-44 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
-6.4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
-9.5 
36.4 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-4.5 
-17.3 

NC 
-17.4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
-19.6 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

65.3 
51.8 
49.9 

172.1 
18.6 
13.4 
5.2 

85.9 
78.0 
96.4 
70.5 
25.9 

N/A 

7.7P 

24.0 
67.5 

68.2 

131.7 
144.0 

17.3 
52.5 
0.1 

52.3 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

80.7 
12.5 
44.8 
18.6 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the data on this table are given below, Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, whero statlstl"al profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC = The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Compu'tatlon of the number Was deemed Inappropriate if the divisor waS 

less than 10. 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
fBeglnnlng pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending fl~ure fo, the 1975 court year. 
9Change I n pend I ng does not equa I the d I fterence between f II I ngs and d I spos I t Ions. 

hF I gure was computed. 
I Data are not comp I ete. 
"Additional Information available. 
Poata were not .vallable for all courts In the state. 
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Table 47: Status offenses caseflow for trial courts, 1976. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting status offenses caseflow. Disposed and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change In 
population of filed eend I n9 Filed per 

State and court title In 8eglnnlng End End 100,000 
thousands eend I n9 FII sd 01 seosed eend I n9 Dlseosed eend I n9 Number Percent eopulatlon 

New York--Famll y Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 18,053 1,848 12,190 15,540 2,0499 127.5 16.8 201 10.9 67.5 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ........................ 12,599 N/A 1,187 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 9.4 

District Court and Juvenile Court ••••••• N/A 1,022 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8.1 
County Court at La., Constitutional 

Count y Court, and Probatd Court' •••••• N/A 165 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1.3 
Florlda--Clrcult Courtb ••••••••• h ••••••••• 8,353 N/A 61 N/A 677.8 N/A N/A N/A 0.1 

.------
New Jersey--Juvenlle and 

Damest I c Re' at I cns Court •• I" •••••••••• 7,339 677 8,622 8,524 775 98.9 9.0 98 14.5 117.5 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ................ 5,791 N/A 3,057 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 52.8 

District Court •••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• N/A 2,044 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 35.3 
Ju ..... enlle Court. It It ••••••••••••••••••• t. N/A 1,013 N/A N/A N/A .N/A N/A N/A 17.5 

North Carollna--Dlstrlct court •••••••••••• 5,462 tl/A 4,825 4,651 N/A 96.4 N/A N/A N/A 88.3 

·Georyla--JUVeni Ie CourtC , , •••••••••••••••• 4,984 N/A 6,237 6,076 N/A 97.4 N/A N/A N/A 125.1 
Louisiana--Dlstrict Courtc,l, Famll y 

Court, and J uven 1 I e Court ••••••••••••• 3,875 N/A 854P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 22.0P 
Oklahoma-...(}Istrlct Court •• " ••••••••••••••• 2,770 1,365f 1,705 1,747 1,323 102.5 77.6 -42 -3.1 61.6 
Co I orado--D I str 1 ct Court and 

Denver Juvenile Court ................. 2,575 N/A 731 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 28.4 
Utah--Juvenlle Court ••••• " •••••••••••••••• 1,232 N/A 6,660 7,847 N/A 117.8 N/A N/A N/A 540.6 

Hawall--Gircult Court ••• '! ••••••••••••••••• 884 446 1,227 1,212 461 98.8 37.6 15 3.4 138.8 
Ne. Hampsh I re--STATE TOTAL ................ 827 N/A N/A 489 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A N/A 464 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Municipal Court •••••• " •••••••••••••••••• N/A N/A 25 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

District of Columbla--Superlor Courta ..... 700 124 590 609 105h 103.2 17.8 -19 -15.3 84.3 
South Dakota-~Ircult Court' .............. 686 N/A 659 635 N/A 96.4 N/A N/A N/A 96. I 
North Da kota--D Istrl ct Court •••••••••••••• 645 N/A 173 163 N/A 94.2 N/A N/A N/A 26.8 
Alas~--Superlor Court .................... 408 N/A 211h N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 51.7 

Note: Footnotes that appl y to the dat" on this table are given belo •• Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Part II of 
this report, where statl~tlcal profiles for all courts In each state are displayed. 

N/A = This caSe type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable • 

aCourt Jurisdiction. 
!>Particular court or reporting system Information. 
cJudge Information. 
f8eglnnlng pending flguro for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange In pending does not equal the difference betw.en filings and dispositions. 
hFlgure was computed. 
I Data are not camp I ete. 
POata were not ava t I abl e for all courts I n the state. 
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Special trial court caseflow (Tables 48-50) 

The sixth and final group of ta­
bles (Tables 48-50) in the trial 
court section display special trial 
court case flow. These tables have 
been created to provide the reader 
with data that do not appear else­
where in this report. To allow com­
parison, states have been listed by 
population. The reader must be 
cautious, however, when viewing the 
tables in this section. All limita­
tions that have been pointed out 
ear Her within th is trial court sec­
tion apply to these tables. Any 
comparisons or conclusions drawn 
from these data could be miRleading. 

Jury trials (Table 48). Table 
48 exhibits jury trial data for civ­
il, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and 
total cases. Only 'states' and 
courts that reported jury trial data 
are displayed in this table. 

There are 39 'states' (37 
states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico) that reported the 
number of jury trials for civil, 
criminal, or traffic cases, and, as 
well, the total number of disposi­
tions for civil, criminal, or traf-

fic categories for some courts. 
Juvenile jury trial and disposition 
data are also included in the table 
when provided. Using these data, 
calculations were made to display 
the number of jury trials as a 
percent of total dispositions. 

The data indicate that a rela­
tively low number of dispositions, 
espec ially in civil, traffic, and 
juvenile cases, were the result of 
jury trials. The mean for the pro­
portions of cases disposed by jury 
trial in the 55 courts reporting 
civil jury data reveals that 1.8 
percent of the civil dispositions 
were handled by jury trial, whereas 
the mean for criminal jury trials in 
51 courts reporting criminal jury 
data is 4.7 percent. (See Figure 
JJ.) The mean for traffic is 0.2 
percent for the 18 courts reporting 
traffic jury data, but cannot be 
considered as giving an accurate 
picture because of the lack of 
data. Indeed, because of the lack 
of state and court data for civil 
and criminal jury trials, the other 
figures cannot be considered as 
being representative of all states 
and courts. 

Pigure JJ: Jury trials as a percent of dispositions for civil, criminal, 
traffic, juvenile, and total caseflow. 

Courts 
reporting Minimum Maximum Average Mid.-point 

Case flow: 
Civil . · . 55 0.0 16.7 1.8 1.0 
Criminal · 51 0.0 15.1 4.7 4.4 
Traffic 18 0.004 0.9 0.2 0.1 
Juvenile · . . . 3 0.1 2.1 0.9 0.6 
Total 57 0.0 15.1 2.0 1.1 
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Table 48: Jury trials for civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total caseflow. 
States ranked by population. Courts reporting jury trial data. Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total dispositions. Jury trials as a percent oi 
disposJtions. 

Stato and court title 

Callfornla--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court 1,8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York--STATE TOTAL ...................................... . 
Supreme Court and County Court 1,8 • ••••••••••••••••• , ., •••• 
Civil Court of the City of No. Yorkl , I .................. .. 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court, Criminal District Court, Domestic 

Relations Court, and Juvonlle Courtl,B •••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at law, Constitutional 

Count y Court, and Probate Court I , 1 ,9 ••••••••• , ••••• , •••• 
Municipal Court' ,9 ........................................ . 
Justice of the Peace Court l ,I,9 ...... I .............. II .. .. 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Common Pleasl"B ..................... . 
1IIInols--Glrcult Court 1 , 7 •••• 1 •••••••••••• 1. t ••••••• , ••••••• 

Ohlo--STATE TOTAL .......................................... . 
Court of Common Pleasl.B •••••••••••• ~ .. ti" •••••••••••••••••• 
County Court'l ,B ••• I •••••• ~ ............. 'I ~"'W.l"""""" "" 
Municipal Courtl.B ••••••••••••••••• ~~"., ••••••• I •••••••••• 

Court of Clalrusa, I •••••••••••••• "'.~A'"I ••••••••••••• _ •••••• " 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 3~ ••• 'H •••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Courtl,9 •••••••••••••••••• .,~.'! ... & ••••••••• I.I;>I ••••• 

Recorder's Court of Detrolt9 •• II .... ".~ ••••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Common Pleas Court of Detroltl •• ~ ... n't ..... ,; .............. . 

District COurt l ,9 •••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 
Municipal CourtJ, 1 ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

FJorlda--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
Circuit Courtb, 1 ,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Cour·tb,I,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••• 
Superior Court (Law Division and Chancery Division) 

and County Court2 ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••• 
County DI;trlct COurtl,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--STATE TOTAL ............................... .. 
Superior Court k, I, 12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• District Court l , 12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I nd lana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court and Circuit Courtl • 7 •••••••••••••••••••• 0" 

Criminal Court of Marlon Count y7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court l ,7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court of Marlon Count y7 ......................... . 
Probate Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• '" '" 
Municipal Court ot Marlon Count yl,7 ...................... . 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court 1 ,B •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Goorgla--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 

Superior Courtc,I,I,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 
State Court 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult COurt l ,6 •••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tonnesseo--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court and CrimInal Court l •6 ...................... . 
Law and Equity courtb

1
1 ••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Clrcult Court ,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MI nnesota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District COurt3.12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court3, 12 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Municipal Court3,12 •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 

State 
popu latlon 

In 
thousands 

21 ,~22 

18.053 

12,599 

.~ 
11,193 
10,690 

9,113 

8,353 

7,339 

5,462 

5,313 

~ 
4.984 

4,787 
4,234 

4,125 
3,954 

Jury 
trial 

doflnltlon 

C 

A 
A 

C 

A 
A 
A 
A 

C 
C 
C 
C 

C 
C 
C 

C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

A 
A 
C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

Civil 
3,157 
3,131m 

26 
2,98B 
2,067 

921 
5,657 

4,OB8 

1,040 
NH 

529 
1,952m 

1,448 
1,998 
1,630m 

7m 

361 m 

o 
2,486 
1,224 

NH 
486 

773 

2,376 
2,314 

62 
3,415 

2,699 
716 

1,211 
602 
609 

X 
X 

NH 

NH 

39 
.3, 132m 

2,b 16P 

1,594 
1,022 

N/A 
N/A 

2,628 

2,532 
96 

1,206 
1,475 
1,015 

153 
307 

Jury trials 
Crl .. lna Traffic 

x X 
4,695 NH 

X X 
N/A NH 
N/A NH 

NH NH 

Total 
9,278 
7,826 
1,452 

N/A 
N/A 
921 

5,610 4,595(238") 16,130 

3,400 

1,137 
550 
523 

3,272 
1,147 
3,056 
2,049 

76 
931 

NH 
5,174 
i.806 

900 
NH 

2,399 
69 

5,550 
3,564 
1,986 
2,895 

2,895 
NH 

3,899 
3,899 

NH 

366 

X 

NH 
100 

2,601 
3,075 
2,406 

669 
o 

1,061 
N/A 

N/A 
NH 

1,970 
913 
472 
227 
214 

NH(238') 

590 
1,851 
2,154 

NH 

N/A 
998 

NH 
150 
848 

NH 

2,703 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

2,59B 
105 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

X(X*) 
X(X') 

NH 
X 

NH(4') 
NH 
39 
NH 

248 
33 

211 
4 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

595 
Nfl 

424 
171 

7,726 

2,767 
2,401 
3,206 
5,224 

N/A 
6,052 
3,679 

233 
2,140 

o 
9,463P 

3,030 
N/A 
486 

5.770 
177 

7,926 
5,878 
2,048 
6,310 

5,594 
716 

5,110 
4,501 

609 
2,640 
1,934 

366 
155 

176 
4,733 
5,935P 

4,033 
1,902 

N/A 
N/A 

96P 

N/A 
96 

3,176 
2,983 
1,467 

804 
692 

Civil 
X 

394,709 
X 

263,152 
113,287 
149,865 
446.776 

250,555 

72,9391 

NH 
123,282 
49,286 

144.890 
332,997 

71,152 
8,566 

252,945 
332 

470,262 
119,9·1B 

NH 
165,177 

169,106 
16,049 

457,646 1 

234,3951 

223,253 
350,570 

57,393 
293,177 
221,599 

9,391 

• .l12,208 
227,034 
166,710 

NH 
34,716 

NH 
5,759 

17,84n 
24 ,909 

145,454P 

75,534 
69,920 

N/A 
73,846 
51.862 
41.,))1 

4,541 
54,464 

107,131 
21,234 
72,689 
13,208 

Dispositions 
CrI.ln.1 Traffic 

X X 
52,242 

X 
37,662 
37,662 

NH 

NH 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

Total 
1,187,3961 

446,951 
740,4451 

296,576 
146,711 
149,865 

743,3\~ 4,138,773(11,411') 5,340.279 

77.370 

145.516 
360,950 
159,483 
74,343 
29,412 

324.341 
30,312 
25,608 

266,421 
NH 

311,204 
25,575 
17,829 

NH 

226,547 
39,253 

249,790 1 

63,867 1 

165.903 
29,466 

29,466 

49.396 
49,396 

111,890 
49,769 
2,423 

27,544 
25 
NH 

32.129 
42,250 

104,273 
40,222 
60,701 

3.350 
17,964 
30,296 

30,298 
NH 

33,073 
65,963 
8,634 

32,149 
25,200 

NH( 11,411') 

66,696 
3,246,633 

625,442 
NH 

2,229,623 
1,33B,424 

NH 
153,517 

1.164,907 
NH 

1,419,B2B 
NH 

6.4391 

Nfl 

1,277,551 
142,277 

Nfl 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

250,079( 19, 106') 
46,991( 13,331') 

NH 
116,663 

NH( 5, 775') 

NH 
86,425 

NH 
262,646 

13,372 
136,727 
112,547 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

424,656 
NH 

354,003 
70,653 

339,336 

285,153 1 

3,607,563 
1.106,207 

123,629 
2,403,925 
1,995,967 

101,464 
187,693 

1,706,273 
332 

2,207.806 
145,523 
24,323 1 

165,171 

1,675,206 
197,579 
707,436 1 

296,2621 

409,156 
380,036 

86,659 
293,177 
270,997 

58,769 
212,208 
608,109 
276,601 

2,423 
178,923 

5,800 
5,759 

136,403 
67,159 

512,373 1 

129,126 
267,346 
115,897 1 

91,810 
82,160 
77,619 
4,541 

87.537 
597,770 

29,668 
458,641 
109,061 

Jury trials 
as 

pt~rcont of dispositions 
Civil Crl.lnal Traffic Total 

X X X 0.6 
1.8 
0.2 

0.6 
X 
1.1 
1.6 
0.6 
1.3 

1.6 

1.4 
NH 
0.4 
4.0 
1.0 
0.6 
2.3 
0.1 
0.1 
0.0 
0.5 
1.0 

NH 
0.3 

0.5 
0.02 

0.5 
1.0 
0.03 
1.0 

4.7 
0.2 
0.5 
6.4 
0.3 
X 

NH 
X 

NH 
0.1 
0.2 
6.6 
1.6P 

2.1 
1.5 

N/A 
N/A 

5.1 
5.4 
2.1 
2.2 
1.4 
4.8 
0.2 
2.3 

9.0 NH 
X X 

N/A NH N/A 
N/A 

0.6 
N/A NH 
N/A NH 

0.6 0.1(2.1') 0.3 

4.4 

0.8 
0.2 
0.3 
4.4 

3.9 
0.9 
6.8 
0.3 
0.3 

NH 
1.7 
7.1 
5.0 

NH 

1.0 
0.2 
2.2 
5.6 
1.1 
9.8 

9.8 
NH 
7.9 
7.9 

Nfl 

15.1 
X 
0.0 

NH 
0.3 
6.2 
2.9 
6.0 
1.1 
0.0 
5.9 

N/A 

N/A 
NH 
6.0 
1.4 
5.5 
0.7 
0.8 

NH(2.1') 2.3 

0.9 1.0 
0.1 0.1 
0.3 0.3 

NH 4.2 
N/A N/A 

0.1 0.3 
NH 3.6 

0.1 0.1 
0.1 0.1 

NH 0.0 
0.2 NC 

NH 2.1 
N/A N/A 

NH 0.3 

0.2 0.3 
0.1 0.1 

NH 1.1 
NH 2.0 
NH 0.5 
NH 1.7 

NH 6.4 
NH 0.2 
NH 1.9 
NH 7.7 
NH 0.3 

X(X') 0.4 
X(X" 0.7 

NH 15.1 
X 0.1 

NH(O.l" 0.1 
NH 0.1 

0.04 0.1 
NH 7.0 

0.1 1.2P 
0.2 3.1 
0.2 0.7 
0.004 N/A 

NH N/A 
NH He 
NH N/A 
NH 2.1 
NH 3.6 
0.1 0.5 

NH 5.0 
0.1 0.2 
0.2 0.6 
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Alabama--Clrcult Court1,B ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--STATE TOTAL ••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court1,B ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal and Police Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Justices of the Peacek,I,9 ........... .. 

Puerto Rlc~-Superlor Court1, 10 ............................. . 
Connect I cut--STA TE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superlo," C()~lrt 1 ,B ••••••••••• II It II ••••••• II' ••••••••• II II. 
Court I.~f CO/lvnon Pleas 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

lowa--DI!Jt.ict COvrt l ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
South Carollna--!-Iaglstrate Court',6 ........................ . 
Oklllhoma--Dtst,'lct COurt 1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorlldo--County Court l ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Clrcult Court', II •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Kanslls--STA'rE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 

District COurt',7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• 
County Court'J 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~.~ ••••• 
City Court. Magistrate Court, and Common Pleas Court', ? ... 

Arl zona .... Superlor Courtl, 1, 8 ••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ut.h--STATE TOTAL .......................................... . 

District Court l ,? ........................................ . 
City COurt l ,7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Mexlco--STATE TOTAL .................................... . 
District Court' ,9 ••••••••••••••• , •••••••• "" •••• 1 ••••••••• 

MagIstrate courtb, I,? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--Clrcult COurt l ,8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I ro--Super I or Court5, '2 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• II 
District of Columbla--Superlor Courta ,2,9 .................. . 
South Dakota--Clrcult Courtl, 1,6 ••••••••••• , ............... .. 
North Dakota--D I str I ct Court 1,6 •••••••••••••• , ••••••••• , •••• 
Delawara--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• '" ••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court 1,6 •••••••••••••••• , •••••• '" • I" '" •••••••• 

Court of Common Pleasa, I, 10 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court 1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court l ,7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

AI aska--STATE TOTAL ........................................ . 
Super I or Court 1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court1, 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Courtl, 1,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3,653 
3,611 

3;2i4 
3,102 

2,874 

~ 
2, no 
2,575 
2,326 
2,299 

2,249 
1,232 

1,172 

884 
827 
700 
686 
645 
582 

477 

408 

__ 39_1_ 

A 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 
C 

A 
C 
C 

B 

B 

c 
C 

C 
H 
A 
C 
A 

c 
C 

A 
A 

A 
A 

N/A 
1,026 

993 
NH 
33 
NH 

583 
332 
251m 

384 
91 

1,203 
56 

1,156m 

1,552 
389 

1,162 
I 

54 1m 

286 
253 
33 
35P 

N/A 
35 

127 
202 
230m 

111m 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

86 
8yn 

~ 
63 
4Sm 

15 
60 

1.808 
X 

1,7n 
NH 
x 

627 
1021' 
102 

N/A 
1,022 

X 

246 
1,059 

N/A 
X 

I~/A 

N/A 
784 
477 
340 
137 

X 
352 

X 
229 
:l79 

1,167 
281 

X 
238 1 

1631 

75 
138 

130 
565 
118 
447 

79 

NH 
X 

NH 
193 

X 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

160 

X(38*) 

743 
NH 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
250 
NH 

250 
X 

NH 
X 

NH 

NIi 
36 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
16 

NH 
16 
NH 
NH 
NH 
~H 

N/A 
4,100 
2,745 

193 
1,162 

627 
434P 
434 
N/A 

1,566 
2,656 
2,636 
1,045 
2,217 

N/A 
1,127 

N/A 
N/A 

1,325 
1,013 

593 
420 
151P 

N/A 
151 
356 
581 

1,433 
392 
421 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
240 
91 

149 
628 
166 
462 
139 

7~,052 

79,911 1p 

79,911 1 

NH 
N/A 

51,868 
25,168 
26,700 

118,767 1 

87,272 
146,131 
46,392 
39,355 
72,294 
37,059 
6,966 

28,269 
52,369 
43,022 
22,638 
:a:J,384 
32,765P 
32,765 

N/A 
16,005 
16,494 
4,065 
4,565 

8,509 
5,265 
3,244 

20,426 
3,600 

16,826 
3,037P 

N/A 
3,037 
7,255 

25,451 
14,374P 
14,374 

N/A 
28,752 

100,007 
~, 100 

95,907 
182,199 

X 
53,717 
25,508 
14,909 

X 
6,867 

X 
X 

13,765 
26,684 
2,494 

2tl,I90 
4,573P 
4,573 

N/A 
1,683 
5,771 

32,418 
13,278 

989 
9,61)7 
4,022 
5,845 

16,853 
53 

16,800 
17,939 

898 
17,041 

I ,346 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 

NH 

285,710 
X 

182,717(6,803') 
142,611 

NH 
X 

192 

X 
NH 

425,682 
NH 

425,682 
N/A 

NH 
N/A 

NH 
95,323 

NH 
5 

NH 
NH 
NH 

37,006 
NH 

37,006 

NH 

NH 

100,503 
91,I13 1p 

91,1131 

N/A 
N/A 

28,752 
151,875 
29,268 

122,607 
586,676 
541,985 
389,368 
214,511 
54,264 

348,086 
44,118 

189,776 
114,192 
66,134 

495,388 
25,132 

470,256 
37,338P 

37,338 
N/A 

17,688 
22,268 

131,806 
17,843 

994 1 

18,176 
9,287 
8,889 

74,285 
3,653 

70,632 
2O,976P 

898 1 

20,078 
8,60 I 

N/A 
NC 

1.2 
NH 

N/A 
NH 

1.1 
1.3 
0.9 
0.3 
0.1 
0.8 
0.1 
2.9 
2.1 
1.0 

16.7 
0.004 
1.0 
0.7 
1.1 
0.2 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

0.8 
1.2 
5.7 
2.4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

0.4 
2.3 
0.02 

NC 
N/A 

0.5 
0.8 

7. I 
NC 
12. 2 

NH 
N/A 

2.2 
NC 

2.5 
N/A 

0.6 
X 

1.0 
7. I 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

5.7 
1.8 

13.6 
. O. 6 

NO 
7.7 

N/A 
13.6 
6.6 
3.6 
2. I 
X 

NC 
NC 

1.3 
0.8 

15. I 
0.8 
3. I 

13. I 
2.6 
5.9 

NH 
NC 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

0.1 
X 

X(O.6*) 

0.5 
NH 

N/A 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

NH 
O. I 

NH 
0.1 

NO 
NH 

N/A 
NH 
NH 

0.04 
NH 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 
0.04 

NH 
0.04 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N/A 
NC 

3.0 
N/A 
N/A 

2.2 
NC 

1.5 
N/A 

0.3 
0.5 
0.7 
0.5 
4. I 

N/A 
2.6 

N/A 
N/A 

2.0 
2.0 
2.4 
O. I 

NC 
N/A 
N/A 

2.0 
2.6 
1.1 
2.2 
4.21 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

0.3 
2.5 
0.2 

NC 
NC 

2.3 
1.6 

Note: Footnotes that apply to the delta on this table are given below. Explanatory Information pertaining to the footnotes can be found In Pdrt II of this roport, where statistical profiles for 011 courts 
In each state are dlspillyed~ 

N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NC .1:1 The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. Computation of the number was deomed Inappropriate If Tho dlvlsor was less than 10. 
NH :Ii: This case type Is not handled In thIs court. 
X .1:1 The data for this case type are known to be InclUded In the total but wore not available by category. 
- .1:1 Not applicable. 

"Court Jurisdiction. 
bpartlcular court or reporting system Inform~tlon. 
cJudgo Information. 
IData are not complete. 
kAddltlonal Information available. 
"'Categories for dispOSition typo or trial data. 
PDate wore not available for all courts In tho state. 

IA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition 
or complaint. 

2A civIl case Is counted when It Is placed on tho 
calendar (has reached Issue). 

5A civil case Is not counted In the same way "throughout tho state. 
6The criminal case unit of count Is the numbor of Informations or Indictments. 
7Tho criminal case unit of count Is the number of Informations, Indictments, 

or complaints. 
BTho criminal case unit of count Is tl'le numbor of dofendants on the 

Information, IndIctment, or complaint. 
10Tho crimInal caso unit of count Is tho number of charges. 
"The criminal case unit of count Is the ca$O number assigned to tho 

Information, Indlctmont or complaint at arralanment. 
12The criminal case unit of count Is not consistent statowldo. 

Jury trlol definitions: 

A • A trl.1 Is counted If tried to Judgment. 
S :a A jury tdal Is counted whon the jury Is Impanoled. 
C = A jury trial Is counted whon the Jury Is sworn. 
H = A trial Is not counted In the sarro way throughout the 

stl:lte. 
n A trial Is countod If the case Is conclUded by 

trial and judgment on tho verdict has been 
ronde red and f II ad. A II caseS not conc I uded 
by jury trial .are consIdered non-Jury trIals. 

,. The da1a displayed as traffic for 'tho Texas DistrIct Court, Indiana Juvenllo Court of ~1arlon County, and Oklahoma District COL~·· .Jru Juvonlle data. Thoso are tho only courts ro~ortln!J Jury trial data 
for Juvenllo cases. 
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Filings in trial courts, 1967-
1976 (Tables 49 and 50). The pur­
pose of displaying these tables is 
to show trend data in the trial 
courts for civil, criminal, juve­
nile, and total case filings from 
1967 to 1976. Traffic was not 
displayed because of the few 
, sta tes i reporting traffic t.rend 
data, but some states may have 
included this category in their 
criminal total. Only 'states' and 
courts that reported trend data are 
displayed. The reported data range 
from 5 years as a minimum to 10 
years as a maximum. Ten years was 
chosen because few states can 
provide trend data for a longer 
period. Because reporting systems 
have been improving at the state 
level, however, there has been a 
substantial increase in courts and 
states reporting trend data in the 
past 5 years. 

The trend data displayed indi­
cate a sizable increase in cases 
filed between 1972 and 1976 (the 
years for which most complete data 
are available). The percent in­
creases were 21 percent for total 
cases, 32 percent for civil cases, 
9 percent for criminal cases, and 33 
percent for juvenile cases. Some of 
the reasons for tnts increase can be 
identified as (1) population growth 
across the, United States (especially 
in the early 70's); (2) population 
shifts (urban vs. rural); (3) laws 
being created or changed (e.g., drug 
laws); (4) a major refinement in 
gathering statistics; (5) the 
emphasis placed on gathering and 
evaluating statistics by state court 
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administrative offices; and (6) 
increasing public awareness of the 
law and individual rights. 

The case filings for criminal 
cases appear to have been increasing 
more in the period 1974-1976 than in 
1972-1974; however, the opposite 
appears to be true for civil cases 
where the increase in case filings 
has decreased from over 16 percent 
for 1972-19'14 to 12 percent for 
1974-1976. Some of the possible 
reasons for this decrease can be 
identified as (1) recent tapering 
off in popUlation growth, (2) new 
programs being developed to reduce 
the number of cases filed (arbitra­
tion, etc.), (3) the redefining of 
working roles and attitudes of soci­
ety (minority recruitment), and (4) 
personal economic growth. These are 
not conclusive indicators, but they 
are variables that may influence the 
trend of trial court filings. In 
addition, all 'states' and their 
courts are not represented within 
this table; therefore, any cotlclu­
sions could be misleading. With 
'states' reporting more and more da­
ta, future analysis can be more ex­
tensive, and future national reports 
can be more conclusive. 

The purpose of Table 50 is to 
show the number and percent change 
in cases filed in the trial courts 
between the years 1967-1976. Only 
'states' and courts th&t appeared in 
Table 49 appear in this table. The 
'states' remain in popUlation order, 
and the data are broken down into 
total, civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. 
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Table 49: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, arid juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1967·1976. 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

State and court tit I e 

Total cases 

Callforn1a--STATE TOTAL ............................ . 

State 
popu I att on 

1 n thousands 

21,522 

Cases Filed 

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 

11,215,532 11,582,083 11,814,295 13,001,054 13,417,794 13,357,774 13,338,348 13,985,522 15,250,622 15,910,437 
Superior Court.................................... 446,500 467,560 493,631 507,163 527,488 522,256 532,563 562,248 602,470 667,122 
Justice Court..................................... 1,301,441 1,264,284 1,252,728 1,228,981 1,237,765 1,298,940 1,202,217 1,181,749 1,305,928 1,071,503 
Municipal Court.................................... 9,467,591 9,830,239 10,067,936 11,264,910 11,652,541 11,536,578 11,603,568 12,241,525 13,342,224 14,171,812 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Conroan Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 11,802 240,688 243,315 263,359 290,757 292,186 

~M~I~Ch~I~9~a~n-~~~lr=c~u~l=t~C~o=ur~t~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~. __ ~9~,~1713~ ______ ~~93~,~6~978 ______ ~9~7~'784~8~ ____ ~~978~,1~2~9 ______ ~10~5~.72~13~ ____ ~1~1~1.~7~1=7 ______ ~11=9~.~79~9~ ____ ~1~3~1~,3~8=7 ______ -=13~8~.~8~05~ ______ =15~3~,4~2=0~ ____ ~15~ 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL............................. 7,339 109.442 121.620 140,357 156,346 165,452 183,841 192,455 206,627 228,277 242,915 

Superior Court and County Court................... 58,376 64,711 66,628 70,576 76,782 84,571 87,196 84,934 94,731 96,557 
JUvenile and Domestic Relations Court............. 51,066 56,909 73,739 85,770 88,670 99,270 105,259 121,693 133,546 146,358 

NorthCarollna--STATETOTAL ......................... 5,462 1,198,174 1,250,749 1,350,029 1,404,980 1,333,321 
Superior Court.................................... 48,542 50,849 56,693 64,424 63,321 
District Court..... .................. ............. 1 ,149,632 1 ,199,900 1 ,293,336 1 ,340,556 1,270,000 

Vlr9Inl.-~lrcult Court............................. 5,052 68,130 69,604 73,614 79,400 83,154 85,581 88,751 98,249 104,582 105,819 
Missourl--Clrcult Court and Court of Corrmon Pleas... 4,787 97,065 9'4,145 100,093 110,825 109,483 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.............................. 4,234 63,588 70,841 78,052 84,397 81,995 81,272 88,644 101,382 109,869 112,811 

Circuit Court and Criminal Court.................. 47,206 54,397 59,650 63,528 60,571 58,009 61,567 69,958 76,058 76,966 
Law and Equity Court.............................. 2,567 2,387 3,058 3,022 3,130 3,794 4,590 5,182 4,242 4,847 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mary I and--STATE TOTAL ............................. .. 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................................... . 

Washlngton--STATE TOTAL ............................ . 
Super i or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal and Police Court ........................ . 
D I str I ct Court and Just I cas of the Peace ....... eo • 

Oklaholl1<"l--Dlstrlct COurt ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 
Co1orado--STATE TOTAL .............................. . 

District Court and Denver Superior, Juvenile, 
and Probate Courts .............................. . 

Water Court ••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4,125 

3,611 

2,770 
2,575 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL................................. 2,326 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--DIstrict Court.............................. 2,299 
Arfzona--Superlor Court............................. 2.249 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL............. ............. ..... 2,117 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah--Dlstrlct Court................................ 1,232 
Rhode I s I and--STATE TOTAL........................... 936 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................................... . 

Idaho-...fJlstrlct Court and Magistrates Division...... 833 
New Hampsnlre--Superlor Court....................... 827 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL........ ...... ............ ..... 582 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Court of COrTmon Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family Court .................................... .. 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

13,815 14,057 15,334 17,847 18,294 19,469 22,487 26,242 29,569 30,998 

75,400P 

75,400 

31,286P 

31,175 
111 

30,579 

45,133 
18,893 
16,988 
9,069 

183 

13,670 
8,282P 

4,629 
279 

3,374 

78,052P 

78,052 

32,316P 

32,185 
131 

30,102 

44,811 
18,262 
1'/,490 
8,904 

155 

14,597 
77,727 
5,011 

244 
3,418 

14,906 
54,148 

" 

89, 930P 95,264P 100,734P 875,353 909,845 1,019,005 1,125,426 1,287,753 
89,930 95,264 100,734 95,417 95,007 100,958 110,407 121,198 

84,810P 

84,810 

275,784 

33,791 P 

33,601 
190 

30,622 

49,582 
21,158 
18,921 
9,330 

173 

14,716 
90,035 

5,642 
288 

4,386 
15,685 
64 ,034 

824,653 
88,627 

418,224 
317,802 
321,925 
106,158P 

865 
105,293 
240,939 
37,725 

202 
203,012 
34,043 

50,957 
22,478 
19,438 
8,795 

246 

16,060 
94,429 
6,198 

350 
4,857 

15,977 
67,047 

870,648 
92,369 

441,488 
336,791 
324,986 
118,292P 

2,034 
116,258 
261,028 
39,790 

189 
221,049 

35,151 

52,110 
21,109 
21,326 
9,434 

241 
20,519 

128,730 
16,469 
99,400 
6,570 

354 
5,262 

17,662 
69,552 

779,936 814,838 918,047 1,015,019 1,166,555 
916,692 889,807 966,107 1,005,928 1,048,046 

95,413 100,135 111,477 116,640 121,811 
455,559 422,546 414,475 399,097 429,371 
365,720 367,126 440,155 490,191 496,864 
340,353 329,151 329,139 373,342 402,655 
221,423 243,594 271,608 315,957 319,397 

77 ,220 
14,063 

130,140 
406,533 

41,540 
175 

3G4,818 
37,309 
64 , 943 
56,607 
21,991 
24,532 

9,836 
248 

22,305 
75,644 
9,104 

66,540 

175,248 
18,401 

109,124 
8,649 

355 
5,260 

13,787 
81,073 

80,540 
3,287 

159,767 
429,297 
44,943 

223 
384,131 

36,947 
75,538 
60,768 
24,979 
25,824 

9,717 
248 

23,922 
84,125 

9,248 
74,877 

231,894 
19,917 

105,866 
8,289 

339 
6,436 

14,294 
76,508 

94,130 
1,767 

175,711 
500,745 
50,987 

148 
449,610 

39,534 
86,464 
65,617 
28,642 
28,055 
9,553 

367 

91,705 
9,092 

82,613 

241,417 
21 ,974 

109,210 
8,546 

452 
6,779 

17,113 
76,320 

116,593 
1,608 

197,756 
512,971 
55,052 

232 
457,687 

42,038 
90,575 
71,792 
32,795 
28,791 

9,842 
364 

28,672 
86,809 
10,207 
76,602 

250,210 
23,719 

135,746 
11,260 

386 
8,375 

21,206 
94,519 

119,207 
1,640 

198,550 
610,355 

56,889 
181 

553,285 
45,066 
84 , 774 
72,970 
33,013 
29,749 
9,967 

241 
28,601 
67,793 
10,010 
57,783 

262,419 
24,189 

139,289 
8,668 

408 
9,116 

21,957 
99,140 
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Table 49: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal. and luvenlle cases) In trial courts. 1967-1976 (continued) 

State and court title 

Civil cases 

state 
popu I atlan 

1 n thousands 

Cal Iforn I a--STATE TOTAL ......... , ................... 21,522 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••• I., 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court............................. 9.113 
New Jerse'/--STATE TOTAL............................. 7,339 

Superior Court and County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
County District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court ••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--STATE TOTAL......................... 5,462 
Superior Court ••••• _, •••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• ,_ 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of Cor~lIon Pleas... 4,787 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL.............................. 4,234 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL............................... 4,125 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL...... ..... .......... .... ... 3,102 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Corrmon Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court............................ 2,770 
Co I orado--STATE TOTAL............................... 2.575 

District Court and Denver Superior and Probate 
Courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Water Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Orsgon--Tax Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Dlstrlct Court ...•.•.•..•...............•...•. 
Rhode ISland--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampsh I re--Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DistrIct of Columbla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal cases 

Callfornla--STATE TOTAL ....................•........ 
Super I or Court •••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ..•.......••.......•..•.......••.•. 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Corrmon Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 
Ohlo--Court of Corrrnon Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,326 
2,299 
1,232 

936 
827 
700 
582 

21,522 

11.802 
10,690 
9,113 

1967 

715,824 P 

95,747 
620,077 
79,569 

255,682 
43,615 

190,967 
21,100 

46,091 
29,709 

2,567 
13,815 

25,198 
16,972 
8,226 

111 

11 ,677 

4,533 
2.987 

279 
1 ,267 

624,527 
46,328 
94,242 

483,957 

14,129 

1968 

744,469 
88,746 
83,011 

572,712 
82,510 

257,444 
47,687 

, 188,734 

21,023 

52,773 
36,329 

2,387 
14,057 

24,748 
17,288 
7,460 

131 

12,074 

4,528 
3,126 

244 
1,158 

638,968 
55,067 
90,115 

493,786 

15,338 

" 

1969 

706,570 
88,594 
71,963 

546,013 
82,292 

258,643 
46,430 

lEfJ,674 
31,539 

58,651 
40,259 
3,058 

15,334 
50,384P 

50,384 

25,755 
17 ,565 
8,190 

97,914 

190 
25,995 

12,133 

5,833 
4,085 

288 
I ,460 

687,937 
68,159 
89,573 

530,205 

15,837 

1970 

725.146 
95,627 
67,041 

562,478 
87,123 

298,757 
47,800 

'215,491 
35,466 

63,507 
42,638 
3,022 

17 ,847 
53,667P 
53,667 

29,017 
19,399 
9,618 

115,389 
14,980P 

865 
14,115 

202 
28,737 

12,741 

6,156 
4.105 

350 
1,701 

748,351 
71,422 
91,899 

585,030 

18,090 

Cases FII ad 

1971 

700,959 
104,214 
59,016 

537,729 
91,346 
321,547 

48,910 
237,548 
35,089 

60,113 
38,689 
3,130 

18,294 
57,985P 

57,985 

26,577 
18,22/ 
8,356 

120,892 
15,743P 

2,034 
13,709 

189 
29,826 
18,599 

12,868 

6,081 
4,081 

354 

1 ,646 

748,161 
76,386 
90,694 

581,081 

20.371 

1972 

718,510 
110,656 
60,049 

547,805 
100,772 
332,097 

52,430 
239,213 
40,454 

1%,988 
8,249 

148,739 
65,954 
61,168 
37,905 
3,794 

19,469 
277,593 

50,591 
227,002 

27,871 
19,822 
8,049 

130,189 
82,185 

54,127 
14,063 
13,995 

175 
31,649 
20,207 
26,141 
13,736 

168,126 
6,477 
4,638 

355 
1 ,484 

746,660 
65,487 
94,058 

587,115 
67,230 
24,155 
19,027 

1973 

785,661 
120.159 
65,152 

600,350 
111 ,417 
351,516 

58,366 
251,743 
41,407 

179,858 
8,490 

171 ,368 
63,259 
66,691 
39,614 

4,590 
22,487 

298,429 
52,601 

245,828 
28.107 
20,279 

7,828 
142,744 
76,689 

57,587 
3,287 

15,815 
223 

31.488 
21,594 
26,738 
15,064 

167 ,582 
7,915 
5,256 

339 
2,230 

742,193 
61,605 
97,518 

583,070 
62,078 
25,121 
19,970 

1974 

844,875 
137,849 
67,340 

639,686 
117,146 
366,923 

56,901 
260,664 

49,358 
213,889 

10,065 
203,824 

66,591 
74,799 
43,375 

5,182 
26,242 

345,253 
53,916 

291,337 
30,779 
23,170 
7,609 

156,342 
86,704 

65,681 
1,767 

19,256 
148 

33,491 

•• 
31,217 
16,829 

162,920 
8.006 
5,369 

452 
2,185 

742,109 
54.635 
98, q80 

589,3,'4 
67,047 
28,782 
21 ,659 
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1975 

937,832 
156,626 
69,134 

712,072 
127,229 
395,061 

63,231 
280,941 

50,889 
230,347 

10,919 
219,428 

74,314 
80,407 
46,596 
4,242 

29,569 
356,531 

57,330 
299,201 
48,904 
25,003 
23,901 

166,164 
106,115 

80,226 
1,608 

24,281 
232 

35,312 
26,029 
33,335 
17 ,398 

164,770 
10,673 
7,173 

386 
3,114 

774,966 
55,635 
97,344 

621,987 
78,141 
31,554 
26,191 

1976 

933.638 
167,746 
58,031 

707,861 
126,924 
420,668 

64,877 
293,917 

61,874 
235,584 

10,774 
224,810 

74,474 
83,202 
47,357 
4,847 

30,998 
394,970 

62,158 
332,812 
56,591 
25,793 
30.798 

168,834 
114,318 

82,035 
1,640 

30,643 
181 

37,811 
25,533 
29.026 
17,758 

159,597 
8,644 
4,882 

408 
3,354 

775 .• 479 
54 ,906 
83,863 

G36,710 
76,302 
30,527 
26,426 
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New Jersey--Super lor Court and County Court......... 7,339 
North Carollna--STATE TOTAL.............. ..... ...... 5,462 

Superior CourT .................................... . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Missourl--Circult Court a~,d Court of COlMlOn Pleas ••• 
Tennessee--Clrcult Court and Criminal Court ••••••••• 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL .............................. . 

4,787 
4,234 
4,125 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court............................ 2.770 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL............................... 2,575 

DIstrict Court and Denver Superior Court ........ .. 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--DI str I ct Court.............................. 2,299 
Utah--Dlstrlct Court............. ••••••••••••••••••• 1,232 
Rhode 151 and--o I str I ct Court........................ 936 
New Hampsh I re--Super I or Court....................... 827 
D.lawar.--STATE TOTAL............................... 582 

Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••• I •••• , ••••••••••••••• , •• 

Municipal Court of Wilmington ••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Juvenile cases 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Corrmon Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 11,802 
New Jersey--Juvenlle and Domestic Relations Court... 7,339 

------------------.-._--------

14,761 17,024 20,198 22,776 27,872 32,141 
1,041,186 

40,293 
1,000 ,893 

15,326 
17,497 18,068 19,401 20,890 21,882 20,104 

23,280P 24,974P 22,308P 133,469 
23,280 24,974 22,308 20,546 

112,923 
177,870 206,536 204,094 210,164 

91,178P 102,549P 126,502 
10,357 

91,178 102,549 116,145 
4,627 5,306 5,325 5,660 

1,920 2,098 
40,)99 

1,993 2,523 2,583 3,319 3,601 4,665 
10,822 11,594 11,875 11,702 12,785 15,513 

1,642 1,885 1,557 2,093 2,489 4,011 
2,107 2,260 2,926 3,156 3,616 3,776 
7,073 7,449 7,392 6,453 6,680 7,726 

24,770 
29,966 35,886 42,200 50,304 53,581 58,816 

28,830 28,033 31,500 31,680 
1,070,891 1,136,140 1,174,533 1,097,737 

42,359 46,628 53,505 52,547 
1,028,532 1,089,512 1,121,028 1,045,190 

14,449 16,341 17,760 18,080 
21,953 26,583 29,462 29,609 

129,902 142,575 167,402 186,737 
21;081 24,603 29,606 33,744 

108,821 117,972 137,796 152,993 
186,407 172,797 207,178 233,821 
153,627 167,590 188,044 182,241 

9,675 11,135 14,569 14,334 
143,952 156,455 173,475 167,907 

5,459 6,043 6,726 7,255 
2,328 •• 2,643 3,068 

48,139 51,396 43,267 28,757 
4,853 5,145 6,321 6,431 

15,634 15,606 18,133 18,302 
3,042 3,177 4,087 3,786 
4,116 4,594 5,261 5,762 
8,476 7,835 8,785 8,754 

27,094 35,120 39,882 37,084 
63,852 72,335 82,657 84,484 

15,785 16,437 17,161 18,751 16,929 
22,871 24,527 25,330 28,373 

~M~I~ss~o~u~r~I-~<~lr~c=u~l~t~C=o~u~rt~a~nd~C~o~ur~t~o~f~C~o~m~mo~n~P~I.~a~s~ •• ~.~~4.~7~ ____________________________________ ~ __________ ~----__ --~--~>------~~~------~~~--------~~~------~~~------~~~ 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL............................... 4,1?5 17,886 16,335 21,916 

Circuit Court ................................... .. 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver Juvenile Court .. 
New Hampshlre--Dlstrlct court and Municipal Court ••• 
District of Columbla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 

2,575 
827 
700 

1,847 

16,266 
1,620 

2,186 2,681 

16,623 20,441 
1,712 1,475 

2,741 2,912 

25,498 
24,280 21,325 22,439 23,471 

1,218 1,546 2,088 1,859 
12,736 13,278 17,314 21,798 
2,883 3,580 N/A 5,497 
7.665 7,847 7,772 7,756 

Note: The data displayed as total, civil, criminal, and Juvenile cases Include the same case categories as the grand total, total civil, total criminal, and total Juvenile figures on the court statistical 
profiles In Part II with the following exceptions: 

Total cases: 
Arizona Superior Court--the 1972 figure does not Include Juvenile data for five counties. 
Colorado Water Court--orlglnal filings only; no post judgment actions. 
Colorado County Court--does not Incl ude data for tho Denver County Court. 
De I aware Super I or Court--does not I nc I ude I nvol untary commitments. 
Delaware Chancery Court--Includes only othor cIvIl cases. 
Idaho D I str I ct Court and Mag lstrates D I v 151 on--does not I nc I ude appoa 15. 
Maryland Circuit Court--does not Include review of sentences data. 
Maryland District Court--the criminal case unIt of count used 15 the number of ,.;harges 

Instead of the number of defendants. 
North Carolina District Court--does not Include Juvenile data. 
Oklahoma District Court--does not Include criminal extraordinary writs. 
Oregon Circuit Court--does not Include adoption, probate, mental health, or juvenllo data. 
Oregon District Court--does not Include domestic relations, probate, or mental health data. 
Washington District Court and Justices of the Peaco--doos not Includs MUnicipal and Police 

Court cases that are processed by the 0 I str I ct Court. 
Washington ~unlclpal and Police Court--Includos Municipal and Police Court cases that are 

processed by the District ·cOurt. 

Juvenile cases: 
Maryland Circuit Court and District Court--Includes adult offenses against Juveniles cases. 

Blank space = Data were not provided In the 1976 source documents. 
N/A = This type of case Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

" 

Civil cases: 
California Superior Court--Includes only auto tort, non-auto tort, and other complaints. 
Colorado Water Court-original filings only; no post judgment actions. 
Colorado County Court--does not Includo data for the Denver County Court. 
Connecticut Superior Court--does not Include appeals. 
Connecticut Court of Common PJeas--does not Include clvll--geographlcal areas or small clalros cases. 
Del aware Super lor Court--does not Incl ude Invol untary corrmltmonts. 
Delaware Chancery Cour+--Incl udes only other civil cases. 
Oklahoma District Court--Includes civil and Juvenllo cases. 

Criminal cases: 
California Superior Court--Includes only felony cases. 
Colorado County Court--does not Include data for the Denver County Court. 
Kansas District Court--Includes criminal and traffic cases. 
Maryland Circuit Court--does not Include review of sentences or adult offenses against Juveniles cases. 
Maryland District Court--does not Include adult offenses against Juveniles cases. The crimInal case 

unit of count used Is the number of charges Instead of the number of defendants. 
North Carolina District Court--Includes criminal and traffic cases. 
Oklahoma District Court--Includes criminal and traffic cases; does not Include criminal 

Poata were not available for all courts In the state. 
"The miSSing data for Utah In 1974 was the result of a change from fiscal to calendar year reporting • 

25,296 
3,077 

22,838 
N/A 

7,391 
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Table 50: Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year for trial courts, 1967·1976. 

I-> 
\JJ 
O"l 

Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

state 
population 

State and court- tit I e I n thousands 1967 to 1966 
Total cases 

Call forn la--STATE TOTAL ............................ . 
Superior Court ••••••••••.••••••••••.•••.•••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• :. ••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--Court of CollYJlon Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 
M I ch 19an--C I rcu I t Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOc .L ............................ . 
Super I or Court and County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court ••••••••••••• 

North Carollna--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 
Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Virglnla--Circult Court •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Mlssouri--Clrcult Court and Court of Corrvnon Pleas ••• 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court and Criminal Court •••••••••••••.•••• 
law and Equity Court •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
Chancery Court .................................... . 

I~ary I and--STATE TOTAL ............................. .. 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................................... . 

Wash I ngton--!3TATE TOTAL ............................. . 
Superior Court •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
r~uniclpal and Police Court •••••••••••••.•.•••••••• 
District Court and Justices of the Peace ........ .. 

Ok I ahoma--D I str I ct Court .......................... .. 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL .............................. . 

District Court and Denver Suporl<lr, Juvenile, 
and Probate Courts •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Water Court •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ar I zona--Super lor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ............................. .. 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Court of Common Picas •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

Ut.h--DIstrlct Court ............................... . 
Rhode I s I and--STATE TOTAL .......................... . 

Super lor Court •••.••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho--Dlstrlct Court and Magistrates DivisIon ...... 
New Hampsh I re--Superl or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

21,522 

11,802 
9,113 
7,339 

5,462 

5,052 
4,787 
4,234 

4,125 

3,611 

2,770 
2,575 

2,326 

2,299 
2,249 
2,117 

1,232 
936 

833 
827 

366,551 ( 3.3%) 
21,060 ( 4.7%) 

-17,157 (-1.3%) 
362,648 ( 3.8%) 

4,150 ( 4.4%) 
12,178 (11.1%) 
6,335 (10.9%) 
5,843 (11.4%) 

1,4)'4 ( 2.2%) 

7,253 (11.4%) 
7,191 (15.2%) 
-180 (-7.0%) 

242 ( 1.8%) 

2,652P( 3.5%) 
2,652 ( 3.5%) 

1,030P( 3.3%) 
1,010 ( 3.2%) 

20 (18.0%) 

-477 (-1.6%) 

-322 (-0.7%) 
-631 (-3.3%) 

502 ( 3.0%) 
-165 (-1.8%) 

-28(-15.3%) 

9Z) ( 6.8%) 

1968 to 1969 

232,212 ( 2.0%) 
26,071 ( 5.6%) 

-31,556 (-2.5%) 
237,697 ( 2.4%) 

281 ( 0.3%) 
18,747 (15.4%) 
1,917 ( 3.0%) 

16,830 (29.6%) 

4,010 ( 5.8%) 

7,211 (10.2%) 
5,263 ( 9.7%) 

671 (28.1%) 
1,277 ( 9.1%) 

6,758P( 8.7%) 
6,758 ( 8.7%) 

1,475P( 4.6%) 
1,416 ( 4.4%) 

59 (45.0%) 

520 ( 1.7%) 

4,771 (10.6%) 
2,896 (15.9%) 
1,431 ( 8.2%) 

426 ( 4.8%) 
18 (11.6%) 

119 ( 0.8%) 

1969 to 1970 

1,186,859 (10.0%) 
13,532 ( 2.7%) 

-23,747 (-1.9%) 
1,196,974 (11.9%) 

7,084 ( 7.2%) 
15,979 (11.4%) 
3,948 ( 5.9%) 

12,031 (16.3%) 

5,786 7.9%) 

6,345 ( 8.1%) 
3,868 ( 6.5%) 

-36 (-1.2%) 
2,513 (16.4%) 
5,334P( 5.9%) 
5,334 ( 5.9%) 

NC ( N~) 

3,817 ( 4.5%) 

46,141 (16.7%) 

HC ( NC) 
4,124 (12.3%) 

12 ( 6.3%) 

3,421 (11.2%) 

1,375 ( 2.8%) 
1,320 ( 6.2%) 

517 ( 2.7%) 
-535 (-5.7%) 

73 (42.2%) 

1,344 ( 9.1%) 

Number and percent change In cases filed 

1970 to 1971 

416,740 ( 3.2%) 
20,325 ( 4.0%) 
8,784 ( 0.7%) 

387,631 ( 3.4%) 

6,504 ( 6.2%) 
9,106 ( 5.8%) 
6,206 ( 8.8%) 
2,900 ( 3.4%) 

3,754 ( 4.7%) 

-2,402 (-2.8%) 
-2,957 (-4.7%) 

108 ( 3.6%) 
447 ( 2.5%) 

5,470P( 5.7%) 
5,470 ( 5.7%) 

45,995 5.6%) 
3,742 ( 4.2%) 

23,264 ( 5.6%) 
18,989 ( 6.0%) 
3,061 ( 1.0%) 

12,134P( 11.4%) 

1, 169( 135.1%) 
10,965 (10.4%) 
20,089 ( 8.3%) 
2,065 ( 5.5%) 

-13 (-6.4%) 
18,037 ( 8.9%) 

1,108 ( 3.3%) 

1,153 ( 2.3%) 
-1,369 (-6.1%) 

1,888 ( 9.7%) 
639 ( 7.3%) 
-5 (-2.0%) 

409 ( 2.5%) 

1971 to 1972 

-60,020 (-0.4%) 
-5,232 (-1.0%) 
61,175 ( 4.9%) 

-115,963 (-1.0%) 

8,082 ( 7.2%) 
18,389 '(11.1%) 
7,789 (10.1%) 

10,600 (12.0%) 

2,427 ( 2.9%) 

-723 (-0.9%) 
-2,562 (-4.2%) 

664 (21.2%) 
1,175 ( 6.4%) 

HC ( NC) 
-5,317 (-5.3%) 

46,044 ( 5.3%) 
3,044 ( 3.3%) 

14,071 ( 3.2%) 
28,929 ( 8.6%) 
15,367 ( 4.7%) 

NC ( NC) 

12,029(591.4%) 
13,882 (11.9%) 

145,505 (55.7%) 
1,750 ( 4.4%) 

-14 (-7.4%) 
143,769 (65.0%) 

2,156 ( 6.1%) 

4,497 ( 8.6%) 
882 ( 4.2%) 

3,206 (15.0%) 
402 ( 4.3%) 

7 ( 2.9%) 
1,786 ( 8.7%) 

46,518 (36.1%) 
1,932 (11.7%) 

1972 to 1973 

-19,426 (-0.1%) 
10,307 ( 2.0%) 

-96,723 (-7.4%) 
66,990 ( 0.6%) 

2,627 ( 1.1%) 
11 ,588 ( 9.7%) 
8,614 ( 4.7%) 
2,625 ( 3.1%) 
5,989 ( 6.0%) 

52,575 ( 4.4%) 
2,307 ( 4.8%) 

50,268 ( 4.4%) 
3,170 ( 3.7%) 

-2,920 (-3.0%) 
",372 ( 9.1%) 
3,558 ( 6.1%) 

796 (21.0$) 
3,018 (15.5%) 

34,492 ( 3.9%) 
-410 (-0.4%) 

34,902 ( 4.5%) 
-26,885 (-2.9%) 

4,722 ( 4.9%) 
-33,013 (-7.2%) 

1,406 ( 0.4%) 
-11,202 (-3.3%) 

22,171 (10.0%) 

3,320 ( 4.3%) 
-10,776(-76.6%) 
29,627 (22.8%) 
22,764 ( 5.6%) 
3,403 ( 8.2%) 

48 (27.4%) 
19,313 ( 5.3%) 

-362 (-1.0%) 
NC ( NC) 

4,161 ( 7.4%) 
2,988 (13.6%) 
1,292 ( 5.3%) 
-119 (-1.2%) 

( 0.0%) 
1,617 ( 7.2%) 
8,481 (11.2%) 

144 ( 1,6%) 
8,337 (12.5%) 

56,646 (32.3%) 
1,516 ( 8.2%) 

1973 to 1974 

647,174 ( 4.9%) 
29,685 ( 5.6%) 

-20,468 (-1.7%) 
637,957 ( 5.5%) 

20,044 ( 8. 2%) 
7,418 ( 5.6%) 

14,172 ( 7.4%) 
-2,262 (-2.6%) 
16,434 (15.6%) 
99,280 ( 7.9%) 

5,844 (11.5%) 
93,436 ( 7.8%) 
9,498 (10.7%) 
5,948 ( 6.3%) 

12,738 (14.4%) 
8,391 (13.6%) 

592 (12,9%) 
3,755 (16.7%) 

109,160 (12.0%) 
5,951 ( 6.3%) 

103,209 (12.7%) 
76,300 ( 8.6%) 
11,342 (11.3%) 
-8,071 (-1.9%) 
73,029 (19.9%) 

-12 (-0.0%) 
28,014 (11.5%) 

13,590 (16.9%) 
-1,520(-46.2%) 
15,944 (10.0%) 
71,448 (16.6%) 
6,044 (13.4%) 

-75 (-33.6%) 
65,479 (17.0%) 

2,587 ( 7.0%) 
10,926 (14.5%) 
5,849 ( 9.6%) 
3,663 (14.7$) 
2,231 ( 8.6%) 
-164 (-1.7%) 

I i9 (48.0%) .. 
7,580 ( 9.0%) 
-156 (-1.7%) 

7,736 (10.3%) 
9,523 ( 4. 1%) 
2,057 (/0.3%) 

1974 to 1975 

1,265,100 ( 9.0%) 
40,222 ( 7.2%) 

124,179 (10.5%) 
1,100,699 ( 9.0%) 

27,398 (10.4%) 
14,615 (10.5%) 
21,650 (10.5%) 

9,797 (11.5%) 
11,853 ( 9.7~) 

54,951 ( 4.1%) 
7,731 (13.6%) 

47,220 ( 3.7%) 
6,333 ( 6.4%) 

10,732 (10.7%) 
8,487 ( 8.4%) 
6,100 ( 8. 7%) 

-940(-18.1%) 
3,327 (12.7%) 

106,421 (10.4%) 
9,449 ( 9.4%) 

96,972 (10.6%) 
39,821 ( 4.1%) 
5,163 ( 4.o~) 

-15,378 (-3.7%) 
50,036 (11.4%) 
44,203 (13.4%) 
44,349 (16.3%) 

22,463 (23.9%) 
-159 (-9.0%) 

22,045 (12.5%) 
12,226 ( 2.4%) 
4,065 ( 8.0%) 

84 (56.8%) 
8,077 ( 1.8%) 
2,504 ( 6.3%) 
4,111 ( 4.8%) 
5,175 ( 7.8%) 
4,153 (14.5%) 

736 ( 2.6%) 
289 ( 3.0%) 
-3 (-0.8%) 

•• 
-4,896 (-5.3%) 

1,115 (12.3%) 
-6,011 (-7.3%) 
8,793 ( 3.6%) 
1,745 ( 7.9%) 

1975 to 1976 

659,815 ( 4.3%) 
64,652 (10.7%) 

-234,425 (-18.0%) 
829,588 ( 6.2%) 

1,429 ( 0.5%) 
-7Q (1·0.0%) 

14,638 ( 6.4%) 
1.826 ( I.g~) 

1~,·al1 ( S.6%J 
-7f.6:·~ 1·.5.1%) 
-I, \03 (-1.7%) 

-70,556 (-5.3%) 
2,237 ( 2.1%) 

-1,342 (-1.2%) 
2,942 ( 2.7%) 

908 ( 1.2%) 
605 (14.3%) 

1,429 (4. B%) 
162,327 (14.4%) 
10,791 ( 9.8%) 

151,536 (14.9%) 
42,118 ( 4.2%) 
5,171 ( 4.4%) 

30,274 ( 7.6%)' 
6,673 1.4%) 

29,313 7.9%) 
3,440 1.1%) 

2,614 ( 2.2%) 
32 ( 2.0%) 

794 ( 0.4%) 
9),384 (19.0%) 

1,837 ( 3.3%) 
-51 (-22.0%) 

95,598 (20.9%) 
3,028 ( 7.2%) 

-5,801 (-6.4%) 
1,178 ( 1.6%) 

218 ( 0.7%) 
958 ( 3.3%) 
125 ( 1.3%) 

-123(-33.8%) 
-71 (-0.2%) 

-19,016(-21.9%) 
-197 (-1.9%) 

-18,819(-24.6%) 
12,209 ( 4.9%) 

470 ( 2.0%) 
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Delaware--STATE TOTAL •••••• 1 •••••••• II II "' II •••••••• 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Court of Chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Family Court •• '" "' I. I •• II II II •••• II 11.1 •••••••••• 

Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil casos 

Cal Ifornla--STATE TOTAL." "".""""""." "". 
Super I or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••• 1.1 II II ••• II II ••• II II •• II II II. 

Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
M I ch 'gan--C I reu I t Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL"""""""""""""". 

Super I or Court and County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
County District Court ........................... .. 
Juvenile and Oomestlc Relations Court ••••••••••••• 

North Carol I n.--STATE TOTAL .................. " ... .. 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of Common Pleas ... 
Tennessea--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mary I and--STA TE TOTAL ........... ,."" ............. . 
Circuit COurt •• I •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 

Super I or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL., ... , ....................... " 

DIstrict Court, and Donver Superior and Probate 
Courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Water Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oregon--Tax Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D I str I ct Court, ••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--olstrlct Court ..... " ............... , ... , ... .. 
Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court ...................... .. 
New Hampsh I re--Supor lor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Oelaware--STATE TOTAL ............................. .. 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 ••••• 

Court of Chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal casos 

Ca II forn I a--STATE TOTAL, .......... , ....... , .... , ... . 
Super I or Court •••••••••••• 0" •• ••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Common Pleas ......... ~ ••••••• 
Ohlo--CoUl1" of Collmon Pleas ....................... .. 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court ................ " ......... .. 
New Jersey--Superlor Court and County Court ••••••••• 

North Carollna--STATE TOTAL" .................... ,,' 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................................... . 

582 

21,522 

9,113 
7,339 

5,462 

4,787 
4,234 

4,125 

3,102 

2,770 
2,575 

2.326 
2,299 
1,232 

936 
827 
700 
582 

21,522 

11,802 
10,690 
9,113 
7,339 
5,462 

NC ( NC) 
382 ( 8.3%) 
-35(-12.5%) 

44 ( 1.3%) 

NC ( NC) 

-12,736(-13.3%) 
-47,365 (-7.6%) 

2,941 ( 3,7%) 
1,762 ( 0.7%) 
4,072 ( 9.3%) 

-2,233 (-1.2%) 
-77 (-0.4%) 

6,682 (14.5%) 
6,620 (22.3%) 
-180 (-7.0%) 

242 ( 1.8%) 

-450 H.8%) 
316 ( 1.9%) 

-766 (-9.3%) 

20 (18.0%) 

397 ( 3.4%) 

-5 (-0,1%) 
139 ( 4.6%) 
-35<-12,5%) 

-109 (-8.6%) 

14,441 ( 2.3%) 
8,739 (18.9%) 

-4,127 (-4.4%) 
9,829 ( 2.0%) 

1,209 ( 8.6%) 

2,263 (15,3%) 

12,308 (15.8%) 
631 (12.6%) 

44 (18.0%) 
968 (28.3%) 
779 ( 5.2%) 

9,886 (18.3%) 

-37,899 (-5.1%) 
-152 (-0.2%) 

-11,048(-13.3%) 
-26,699 (-4,7%) 

-218 (-0.3%) 
1,199 ( 0.5%) 

-1,257 (-2.6%) 
-8,060 (-4,3%) 
10,516 (50,0%) 

5,878 (11.1%) 
3,930 (10,8%) 

671 (28.1%) 
1,277 ( 9.1%) 

1,007 ( 4.1%) 
277 ( 1.6%) 
730 ( 9.8%) 

59 (45.0%) 

59 ( 0.5%) 

1,305 (28.8%) 
959 (30,7%) 

44 (18.0%) 
302 (26.1%) 

48,969 ( 7.7%) 
13,092 (23.8%) 

-542 (-0.6%) 
36,419 ( 7.4%) 

499 ( 3.3%) 
3,174 (18.6%) 

" 

4,394 ( 4.9%) 
556 ( 9.9%) 

62 (21.5%) 
471 (10.7%) 
292 ( 1.9%) 

3.013 ( 4.7%) 

18,576 ( 2.6%) 
7,033 ( 7.9%) 

-4,922 (-6.8%) 
16,465 ( 3.0%) 
4,831 ( 5.9%) 

40,114 (15.5%) 
1,370 ( 3,0%) 

34,817 (19.3%) 
3,927 (12.5%) 

4,856 ( 8.3%) 
2,379 ( 5.9%) 

-36 <-1.2%) 
2,513 (16.4%) 
3,283P( 6.5%) 
3,283 ( 6.5%) 

3,262 (12.7%) 
1,834 (10.4%) 
1,428 (17.4%) 

17,475 (17.8%) 

12 ( 6.3%) 
2,742 (10.5%) 

608 ( 5.0%) 

323 ( 5.5%) 
20 ( 0.5%) 
62 (21,5%) 

241 (16.5%) 

60,414 ( 8.8%) 
3,263 ( 4.8%) 
2,326 ( 2.6%) 

54,825 (10.3%) 

2,253 (14.2%) 
2,578 (12.8%) 

4,971 ( 5.3%) 
372 ( 6.0%) 

( 1.1%) 
405 ( 8. 3%) 

1,685 (10.5%) 
2,505 ( 3.7%) 

-24,187 (-3.3%) 
8,587 ( 9,0%) 

-8,025H2.0%) 
-24,749 (-4.4%) 

4,223 ( 4.8%) 
22,790 ( 7.6%) 

1,110 ( 2.3%) 
22,057 (10.2%) 

-377 (-1.1%) 

-3,394 (-5.3%) 
-3,949 (-9.3%) 

108 ( 3.6%) 
447 ( 2.5%) 

4,318P( 8.0%) 
4,318 ( 8.0%) 

-2,440 (-8.4%) 
-1,175 (-/;.1%) 
-1,262(-13,1%) 
5.503 ( 4.8%) 

763P( 5.1%) 

1,169(135,1%) 
-406 (-2.9%) 
-13 (-6.4%) 

1,089 ( 3,8%) 

127 \ 1.0%) 

-75 (-1.2%) 
-24 (-0.6%) 

4 ( 1.1%) 
-55 (-3.2%) 

-190 (-0.0%) 
4,964 ( 7.0%) 

-1,205 (-1.3%) 
-3,949 (-0,7%) 

9,724 ( 9.8%) 
2,079 (31.6%) 

I ( 0.3%) 
-2 (-0.0%) 

-3,875(-21.9%) 
11,521 (16.6%) 

17,551 ( 2,5%) 
6,442 ( 6.2%) 
1,033 ( 1.8%) 

10,076 ( 1.9%) 
9,426 (10.3%) 

10,550 ( 3.3%) 
3,520 ( 7,2%) 
1,665 ( 0.7%) 
5,365 (15.3%) 

1,055 ( 1,8%) 
-784 (-2.0%) 

664 (21.2%) 
1,175 ( 6.4%) 

NC ( NC) 
-7,394(-12.8%) 

1,294 ( 4.9%) 
1,601 ( 8,8%) 
-307 (-3.7%) 

9,297 ( 7.7%) 
NC ( NC) 

12,029(591.4%) 
286 ( 2.1%) 
-14 (-7.4%) 

1,823 ( 6.1%) 
1,608 ( 8.6%) 

868 ( 6.7%) 

396 ( 6.5%) 
557 (13.6%) 

1 ( 0.3%) 
-162 (-9.8%) 

-1,501 (-0.2%) 
-10,899<-14.3%) 

3,364 ( 3.7%) 
6,034 ( 1.0%) 

2,281 (12,6%) -1,344 (-6.6%) 
5,096 (22.4%) 4,269 (15.3%) 

-3,258 (-3.0%) 
-360 (-4.2%) 
-16 <-4.5%) 

1,176 (22.4%) 
507 ( 3.7%) 

-4,565 (-5.6%) 

67,151 ( 9.3%) 
9,503 ( 8,6%) 
5,103 ( 8. 5%) 

52,545 ( 9.6%) 
10,645 (10.6%) 
19,419 ( 5.8%) 
5,936 (11.3%) 

12,530 ( 5,2%) 
953 ( 2.4%) 

22,870 (14,6%) 
241 ( 2.9%) 

22,629 (15.2%) 
-2,659 (-4.1%) 

5,523 ( 9.0%) 
1,709 ( 4.5%) 

796 (21.0%) 
3,018 (15.5%) 

20,836 ( 7.5%) 
2,010 ( 4.0%) 

18,826 ( 8.3%) 
236 ( 0.8%) 
457 ( 2.3%) 

-221 (-2.7%) 
12,555 ( 9.6%) 
-5,496 (-6.7%) 

3,460 ( 6.4%) 
-10,776(-76.6%) 

1,820 (13.0%) 
48 (27.4%) 

-161 (-0.5%) 
1,387 ( 6.9%) 

597 ( 2.3%) 
1,328 ( 9.7%) 
-544 (-0.3%) 

1,438 (22,2%) 
618 (13.3%) 
-16 (-4.5%) 
836 (56.3%) 

4,467 (-0.6%) 
-3,882 (-5.9%) 

3,460 ( 3.7%) 
-4,045 (-0.7%) 
-5,152 (-7.7%) 

966 ( 4.0%) 
943 ( 5.0%) 

-3,311 <-10.3~) 
29,705 ( 2.9%) 

2,066 ( 5.1%) 
27,639 ( 2.8%) 

3,344 ( 3.2%) 
257 ( 3.1%) 
113 (33.3%) 
343 ( 5.3%) 

2,819 (19,7%) 
-188 (-0.2%) 

59,214 ( 7.5%) 
17,690 (14.7%) 
2,188 ( 3.4%) 

39,336 ( 6.6%) 
5,729 ( 5.1%) 

15,407 ( 4.4%) 
-1,465 (-2.5%) 

8,921 ( 3.5%) 
7,951 (19.2%) 

34,031 (18.9%) 
1,575 (18,6%) 

32,456 (18.9%) 
3,332 ( 5.3%) 
8,108 (12.2%) 
3,761 ( 9.5%) 

592 (12.9%) 
3,755 (16,7%) 

46,824 (15.7%) 
1,315 ( 2.5%) 

45,509 (18,5%) 
2,672 ( 9.5%) 
2,891 (14,3%) 

-219 (-2.8%) 
13,598 ( 9.5%) 
10,015 (13.1%) 

8,094 (14.1%) 
-1, 520( -46. 2%) 
3,441 (21.8%) 

-75(-33.6%) 
2,003 ( 6.4%) 

N/A 
4,479 (16.8%) 
1,765 (11.7%) 

-4,662 (-2.8%) 
91 ( 1.1%) 

113 ( 2.1%) 
113 <33.3%) 

-135 (-5.8%) 

26,536 (24.3%) 
2,714 (31.8%) 

-66(-14.6%) 
1,596 (23.5%) 
4,093 (23.9%) 

18,199 (23.8%) 

92,957 (11.0%) 
18,777 (13.6%) 

1,794 ( 2.7%) 
72,386 (11.3%) 
10,083 ( 8.6%) 
28,138 ( 7,7%) 

6,330 (11.1%) 
20,277 ( 7.8%) 

1,531 ( 3.1%) 
16,458 ( 7.7%) 

854 ( 8. 5%) 
15,604 ( 7.7%) 
7,723 (11.6%) 
5,608 ( 7.5%) 
3,221 ( 7.4%) 

-940(-18.1%) 
3,327 (12.7%) 

11,278 ( 3.3%) 
3,414 ( 6.3%) 
7,864 ( 2.7%) 

18,125 (58.9%) 
1,833 ( 7.9%) 

16,292(214.1%) 
9,822 ( 6.3%) 

19,411 (22,4%) 

14,545 (22.1%) 
-159 (-9,0%) 

5,025 (26.1%) 
84 (56.8%) 

1,821 ( 5.4%) 
N/A 

2,118 ( 6.8~) 
569 ( 3.4%) 

1,850 ( 1.1%) 
2,667 <33.3%) 
1,804 (33.6%) 

-66<-14.6%) 
929 (42.5%) 

3,543 ( 2.6%) 
-2,592(-23,0%) 

22 ( 5.7%) 
741 ( 8.8%) 
751 ( 3,5%) 

4,621 ( 4.9%) 

-4,194 (-0.4%) 
11,120 ( 7.1%) 

-II,103HG.l%) 
-4,211 (-0.6%) 

-305 (-0.2%) 
25,607 ( 6.5%) 

1,646 ( 2,6%) 
12,976 ( 4.6%) 
10,985 (21.6%) 
5,237 ( 2,3%) 
-145 H.3%) 

5,382 ( 2.5%) 
160 ( 0.2%) 

2,795 ( 3.5%) 
761 ( 1,6%) 
605 (14.3%) 

1,429 ( 4.8%) 
38,439 (10.8%) 

4,828 ( 8.4%) 
33,611 (11.2%) 

7,687 (15.7%) 
790 ( 3.2%) 

6,897 (28.9%) 
2,670 ( 1.6%) 
8,203 ( 7.7%) 

1,809 ( 2.3%) 
32 ( 2.0%) 

6,362 (26.2%) 
-51 (-22.0%) 

2,499 ( 7,1%) 
-496 (-1.9%) 

-4,309(-12.9%) 
360 ( 2. i%) 

-5.173 (-3.1%) 
-2,02Q(-19.0%) 
-2,291(-31,9%) 

22 ( 5.7%) 
240 ( 7.7%) 

-84 (-0,0%) 32,857 ( 4.4%) 513 ( 0.1%) 
-6,970<-11.3%) i,OOO ( 1.8%) -729 <-1.3%) 

562 ( 0.6%) -736 (-0.8%) -13,481(-13.8%) 
6,324 (1.1%) 32,593 (5.5%) 14,723 ( 2.4%) 
4,969 ( 8.0%) 11,094 (16.5%) -1,839 (-2.4%) 
3,661 (14.6%) 2,772 (9.6%) -1,027 (-3.3%) 
1,689 ( 8.5%) 4,532 (20.9%) 235 ( 0.9%) 
-797 (-2.8%) 3,467 (12.4%) 180 ( 0,6%) 

65,249 ( 6.1%) 38,393 (3,4%) -76,796 (-6.5%) 
4,269 (10.1%) 6,877 (14.7%) -958 <-1.8%) 

60,980 ( 5.9%) 31,516 (2.9%) -75.838 (-6.8%) 
Footnotes are at the ond of tho tab t e • 
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Tabl. 50, page 3 ~ Table 50. Number and percent change In filed cases (total, civil, criminal, Juvenile) year to year for trIal courts, 1967-1976. 

Stat. 
popul at Ion 

stat. and court tltl. In thousands 1967 to 1968 

Crimina I cases 

Missourl--Circult Court and Court of Corrmon Pleas ••• 
Tennessee--Clrcult Court and Criminal Court ••••••••• 
Mary land--STATE TOTAL .............................. . 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4,787 
4,2~ 

4,125 
571 ( 3.3%) 

1968 to 1969 

1,333 ( 7.4%) 

1969 to 1970 

1,469 ( 7.7%) 
1,694P( 7.3%) 
1,694 ( 7.3%) 

N umber and percent change I n cases f II ad 

1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 

992 (4.7$) -1,778 (-8.1%) 
-2,666P(-10.7%) NC ( NC) 
-2,666(-10.7%) -1,762 (-7.9%) 

1972 to 1973 1973 to 1974 1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 

-677 (-5.7%) 1,692 (13.1%) 1,419 ( 6.7%) 320 ( 1.8%) 
1,849 (9.2%) 4,630 (21.1%) 2,879 (10.6%) 147 ( 0.5%) 

-3,567 (-2.7%) 12,673 ( 9.6%) 24,827 (17.4%) 19,335 (11.6%) 
535 (2.6%) 3,522 (16.7%) 5,003 (20.3%) 4,138 <14.0%) 

-4,102 (-3.6%) 9,151 ( 6.4%) 19,624 (16.8%) 15,197 (11.0%) 

~O~k~I.~h=~~-_~~ls~t~r~lc~t~C~o=u~r~t~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~~2L'7~7~0~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=H~,~6=6~6~(~1~6~.~I%~)~~~~~,~4~U~(~-~I.~2~%~)~~6L,0~7~0~(~3=.~~~)~"~,7~~I\.") -13,610 ~~") ~,~1 (I~.) 2~843 (IL9V 
Colorado--STATE TOTAL ............................... 2,575 11,37IP(12.5%) NC ( NC) 27,125 (21.4%) 13,963 ( 9.1%) 20,454 (12.2%) -5,603 (-3.1%) 

District Court and D.nv.r Sup.rlor Court.......... -682 (-6,6%) 1,460 (15.1%) 3,434 (30.8%) -235 (-1.6%) 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--D I str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,299 
1,232 

936 
530 (26.6%) 

679 (14.7%) 

60 ( 2.4%) 736 (26.5%) 

11,371 <12.5%) 
19 ( 0.4%) 

13,596 (13.3%) 
335 ( 6.3%) 
178 ( 9.3%) 

282 6.5%) 1,064 (29.5%) 

27,807 (23.9%) 12,503 ( 6.7%) 17,020 (10.9%) -5,568 (-3.2%) 
-201 (-3.6%) 584 <10.7%) 683 (11.3%) 529 ( 7.9%) 
230 (11.0%) N/A N/A 425 (16.1%) 

7,740 (19.2%) 3,257 ( 6.8%) -8,129(-15.8%) -14,510(-33.5%) 
188 (4.0%) 292 ( 6.0%) 1,176 (22.9%) 110 ( 1.7%) 

3,424 (4.6%) 16,262 (20.9%) 10,782 (11.4%) 11,608 (11.1%) 
New Hampshlro--Suporlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Cc.lumbla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

827 
700 
582 772 ( 7.1%) 281 ( 2.4%) -173 (-1.5%) 1,083 (9.31<> 2,728 (21.3%) 121 ( 0.8%) -28 (-0.2%) 2,527 (16.2%) 169 ( 0.9%) 

Sup~r I or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Ploas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

243 (14.8%) -328(-17.4%) 536 (34.4%) 396 (18.9%) 1,522 (61.1%) -969(-24.2%) 135 ( 4.4%) 910 (28.6%) -301 (-7.4%) 
153 ( 7.3%) 666 (29.5%) 230 ( 7.9%) 460 t1 •.• t,~) 160 ( 4.4%) 340 ( 9.0%) 476 (11.6%) 667 (14.5%) 501 ( 9.5%) 

~M~u~n~l~c~lp~a~I~C~o~u~rt~o~I~W~I~I~m~ln~g~to~n~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ __ ~~~~~3~7~6~(~5~.3~%~)~~~-~5~7~(-~0~.~8%~)~~ ___ -~9~3~9~(-~1=2~.7~%~)~ ____ 227 ( 3.5%)~~I,~0~46~(~1~5.~7~%~)~~_7~5~0~(~9~.~7%~)~~~-~64~1~(-~7~.~6~%~)~~ __ 9~5~0~(~12~.~1$~)~~~~-3~1~(~-0~.~4~%~) 

Juven I Ie CaSt)5 

P.nnsylvanla--Court 01 Convnon PI.as................. 11,802 2,324 (9.4%) 8,026 (29.6%) 4,762 (13.6%) -2,798 (-7.0%) 
N.w J.rs.y--Juv.nll. and Dom.stlc R.latlons Court ... 7,339 5,920 (19.8%) 6,314 (17.6$) 8,104 (19.2%) 3,277 (6.5%) 5,235 (9.8$) 5,036 (8.6%) 8,483 (13.3%) 10,322 (14.3%) 1,827 ( 2.2%) 
Missourl--Circult Court and Court of Common Ple.s... 4,787 652 ( 4.1%) 724 ( 4.4%) 1,590 (9.3%) -1,622 (-9.7%) 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL............................... 4,125 449 ( 2.5%) 3,581 <19.5%) 3,582 (16.3%) -2,627(-10.3%) 1,656 ( 7.2%) 803 ( 3.3%) 3,043 (12.0%) 

Circuit Court..................................... 357 ( 2.2%) 3,818 (23.0%) 3,839 (18.8%) -2,955(-12.2%) 1,114 ( 5.2%) 1,032 ( 4.6%) 1,825 ( 7.8%) 
District Court.................................... 92 ( 5.7%) -237(-13.8%) -257(-17.4%) 328 (26.9%) 542 (35.1%) -229(-11.0%) 1,218 (65.5%) 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and D.nvor Juvenll. Court.. 2,575 542 (4.3%) 4,036 (30.4%) 4,464 (25.9%) 1,040 ( 4.8%) 
N.w Hampshlr.-~lstrlctCourtand MUnicipal Court.... 827 339 (18.4%) 495 (22.6%) 60 ( 2.2%) 171 ( 6.2%) -29 (-1.0%) 697 (24.2%) N/A N/A N/A 
District 01 Columbla--Sup.rlor Court................ 700 182 ( 2.4%) -75 (-1.0%) -16 (-0.2%) -365 (-4.7%) 
Note: The data displayed as total, civil. criminal. and Juvenllo casos Include the same case categories as the grand total, total civil, total criminal, and total Juvenile fl911res on the court statistical profiles 

In Part Ilwlth the 101 lowing .xc.ptlons: 

Total cases: 
Arizona Superior Gourt--the 1972 figure does not Include Juvenile data for five counties. 
Colorado Water Court--orlglnal filings only; no postJudgmont actions. 
Colorado County Court--does not Include data for the Denver County Court. 
001 aware Superior Court--does not Include Involuntary COIMlttmonts. 
Delaware Chancery Court--Includes only other civil cases. 
Idaho District Court and MagIstrates Dlvlslon--does not Includo appeals. 
Maryland Circuit Court--does nC?t Include revIew of sentences data. 
Maryland DistrIct Court--the crlml,,~J case unit of count used Is the number of charges 

I nstead of the of defendants. 
North Carol I na 0 Istr Ict Court--does not I ncl ude Juvenile data. 
Oklahoma District Court--doos not Include criminal extraordinary writs. 
Oregon CI reu It Court--does not I ncl ude adoption, probate. menta I health. or Juvenile data. 
Oregon DistrIct Court--does not Include dcrnostlc rolatlons. probate, or mental health data. 
Washington District Court and Justices of the Peaca--does not Include Municipal and 

Po II ce Court cases that are processed by the D I str I ct Court. 
WashIngton Municipal and Police Court--Includes Municipal and PolIce Court cases that are 

proc.ssod by the 0 I str I ct Court. 

Juvonllo casos: 
Maryland Circuit Court and DistrIct Court--Includos adult offenses against JuvenIles cases. 

Blank space ::z Data were not provided In the 1976 source documents. 
N/A = ThIs type of case Is handled by the court, but the data are unavaIlable. 

" 

Civil casos: 
CalifornIa Superior Court--Includes only auto tort. non-auto tort. and other complaInts. 
Colorado I~ater Court--orlglnal filings only; no postJudgment actions. 
Colorado County Court--does not Include data for tho Denver County Court. 
Connecticut Superior Court--does not Includo appoals. 
Connecticut Court of CoflYl1on Pleas--does not Include clvll--geographlcal areas or small claims cases. 
Del aware Superior Court--does not Incl ude Invol untary commitments. 
Delaware Chancery Court--Includos only othor civil cases. 
Oklahoma Ol!>trlct Court--Includes civil and Juvo'i1110 caseS. 

Criminal casos: 
California Superior Court--Includos only folony cases. 
Colorado County Court--does not include data for the Donvor County Court. 
Kansas District Court ... -Includes criminal and traffic cases. 
Maryland Circuit Court--does not Include revlow of sentences or adult offenses against Juveniles casas. 
Maryland District Court--doos not Incl ude adult offenses against JuvenIles cases. Tho criminal case 

unit of count used Is tho number of charges Instoad of the number of defendants. 
North Carolina DistrIct Court--Includes criminal and traffic cases. 
Oklahoma DIstrict Court--Includes criminal and traffic caROS; docs not InclUde criminal extraordinary writs. 

POata were not available for all courts In the state. Only courts with data are Included In this number. 
"*The missing data for Utah In 1974 was the result of a t;hanyo frOO'! fiscal to calendar year reportIng. 

_J 
J 
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General conclusions 

A number of fac tors relating to 
these data, other than those already 
discussed, should be emphasized. In 
1976, there was a substantial in­
crease in the number of states re­
porting data and in the number of 
courts displayed. Th is resul ted 
from the add ition of Puerto Rico and 
the limited jurisdiction courts to 
the report, and meant a 1Ilajor in­
crease in the quantity ,.,f data to be 
compiled and analyzed. 

With this vast amount of data, 
questions of reliability and validi­
ty arise. Murphy's Law can be ap­
plied to statistics and, in this 
case, addresses reliability and va­
lid ity questions. "Any error that 
can creep into calculation will--and 
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will always be in the direction that 
causes the most damage to the cal­
culation," and "in any collection of 
data, the figures that are obviously 
correct will contain errors." The 
above is not meant to be hU'Forous, 
but to emphasize the fact that, When 
dealing with large amounts of data, 
such as for the trial courts, even 
though various controls to correct 
any errors ari') implemented, the 
poss,ibility of error remains. 

One final point is that there is 
much room for improvement. More da­
ta'a~d more complete data are needed 
to make comparisons that can lead to 
accurate conc1usi~ns. Many courts, 
court administrators, and judges 
will benefit through the achievement 
of these goa Is. 

- -'--~--- ----------

I Preceding page blank 
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Part II 
State court statistical 
profiles 

The following section begins 
with .blank prototypes of the three 
different types of tables that make 
up the profile of the court system 
of each 'state'. The first proto­
type is a diagram depicting the or­
ganizetion of the courts within a 
'state', including number of judges 
and number of courts, their juris­
dictions and routes of appeal. The 
second and third p:oototype tables 
provide the reader with al1'-outline 
of the case categories' into which 
actual data from appellate and trial 
courts have been classified. 

Following the blank prototypes 
are the 'state' statistical profiles 
which contain the actual court case­
load statistics. 'State' profiles 
are arranged in alphabetical order 
by 'state' name with the organization 
chart for the 'state' court system 
presented first, followed by the 
statistical profiles for the court(s) 
of last resort, intermediate appel­
late court(s) (if any), general ju­
risdiction court(s), and limited or 
special jurisdiction court(s) (if 
any). 

The statistical profile for each 
court is the basic source document 
used in compiling the summary tables 
in Part I. Along with the name of 
the court, the level of the court, 
the number of court divisions, the 
number of judges, and the time span 
covered by the data, each profile 
shows the actual case flow data re­
ported by that court. Data are 
classified into the general cate­
gories chosen by the NCSP as being 
most representative of the kinds of 
data reported by the states. For 
example, a divorce action or a re­
ciprocal support case reported by a 
trial court is displayed under the 
general heading of doaestic re1a­
tiona for civil caseflow. NCSP 
classifications are ~hown in the 
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prototypes and appear in boldface on 
the statistical profiles. 

Footnotes are used in these sta­
tistical profiles to explain any 
peculiarities regarding the data as 
reported by each court and to qual­
ify data, as necessary, when trans­
ferred from the statistical profiles 
to the summary tables in Part I. 
Standard footnote headings, as in­
dicated'on the prototypes, have been 
adopted for use in this report and 
will continue to be used in the an­
nual report series. These standard 
headings give the subject matter of 
the footnote; if further explanation 
is needed, informational statements 
are provides on the profiles under 
the standard footnote heading. Only 
the standard footnote headings are 
displayed on the summary tables in 
Part I. For example, on Tables 17 
and 19, the total pending cases for 
the Alaska Superior Court are foot­
noted (i). The standard footnote 
heading for footnote (i) is "Data 
are not complete". In the statisti­
cal profile for the Alaska Superior 
Court, the explanation under foot­
note (i) indicates that juvenile 
cases are not included in the grand 
total pending figures. 

In addition to the 14 standard 
footnotes used on the statistical 
profiles, 3 additional standard 
footnotes have been used in Part I 
for summary tables. These are foot­
note (p) indicating that data were 
not available for all courts, foot­
note (r) indicating that the total 
includes traffic cases other than 
parking, and footnote (s) indicating 
that the total includes traffic 
(DWI/DUI, parking, other traffic 
violations) data. 

In Part II the source of data is 
indicated at the bottom of each state 
court profile. A complete listing 
of sources is included in Appendix A. 

\: 



State court system, 1976 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
Number of justices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive 
- Kinds of appeals 
- Discretionary review 

AI' 

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT (Number of courts) 
Number of judges 

Jurisdiction: 
-Original 
- Exclusive 

A~ 

GENERAL JURISDICTION COURTS (Number e,f courts) 
Number of judges 

Jurisdiction: 
-Civil 
-Criminal 
-Juvenile 
Appeals heard 
Jury trial/no jury trial 

A~ 

LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICTION COURTS 
(Number of courts) 
Number of judges 

Jurisdiction: 
-Civil 
-Criminal 
-Juvenile 
Jury trial/no jury trial 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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STATE NAME. COURT NAME 
Court of last resort or intermediate appellate court 

Number of court divisions, Number of judges 
Time period covered 

=-~=-=-====~~~~=-=-========~~--=--=------~~----~B~e~B~in=n~i~n~g--~==~----==~~==----~~==~--==~~------====~E~ 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administrative agency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 

Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Original jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matter •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil .................................................... .. 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t. ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Postconviction remedy •••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Admtnistrative agency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hanner of disposition 
Opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Disposition of appeals 
Ner.1orandum decision ••••••••• I I ••••• 

Order (decision without opini61l) •••• 
Dismissed/withdrawn/settled ••••••••• 

Affirmed ...................... . 
f1od1fied ..................... .. 
Reversed 

Transferred ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Reversed and remanded •••••••••• 
Remanded ....................... 

Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Notice of appeal 
to ready for 

hearing 

Time interval n 
Ready for hearing 

to under 
advisement (sub­
mission or oral 

argument 

(months/daysL 

Under advisement 
(submission or 

oral argument) to 
decision 

Notice of appeal 
to decision 

Age of pending cases (days) 
Not ready for hearing 

Awaiting court 
reporter t S transcript 

Awaiting Awaiting 
appellant I s brief respondent t s brief 

Under advisement 
(Submitted or or-al­

Ready for hearing argument comp~et3:~l. 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••• 

0-60 

~ 
61-120 

~ 

OVer Over Over OVer Over 
120 0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-90 91-180 180 0-90 91-180 180 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

.Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space :::I Hot enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A .,. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .,. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- -.. Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
eeases not included in the total to aVoid double counting. 
fBeginning pending figure f0r the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFigure was computed. 
iOata are not complete. 
jExplanation of data included in the category. 
kAdditional information. 
lSpecial source or revision in data. 
mCategories for dispOSition ·type or trial data. 
nTime interval or age of pending data. 
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age of 
pending 
_cases 



STATE NAME. COURT NAME 
Court of general jurilidiction or court of limited jurisdiction 

Number of circuits on districts, Number of judges 
Time period covered 

Civild : 
Low ............. • ................ • ........ • .................. •• 
Auto tort .•. ,.,. ~ . ! ! ••••• ! ! ~ •••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• ! • ! 

Non-auto tort ..........••••.......•••.•..•.•••.......••.......• 
Unclassified tort .•••.........•........•..••...•••••.....••..•. 
Contract •••••••..••.•• ~ ••••••••.••••••.•.•••••••...•••••••••••• 
Small claims •.... l.' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rightB ................................................ . 
Equity ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations .....•.................•......•.•.•.....••... 
Probate •..•..... 0 ••••• 0 0 0 •• 0.0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••• ••• 0 ••••• ••• 

Kental health ....... 0 •••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 0 •• 

Administrative •.................. o •••••••••••• o •••••••• 0.' 0 •••• 
Other civil ....•......... 0 ••••••• 0 0 0 •• 0 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Appeals ...• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• •• 0 •••••• ••• 

Extraordinary writs ............•.......... 0 ••••••••••• • •• •••••• 

Total civil •.....•..•.•...•...•... ·. 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Felony .0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 
0

• 

Misdemeanor ..........•....•.••....... 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Felony /misdemeanor .,. 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 

Ordinance violations 0" 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 

Felony preliminary ............................................ . 
Other criminal .... 0 •••••• 0.0 •••••••• 0.' ••••••• 0 ••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 0 • 

Appeals ....................................................... . 
Extraordinary writs .0' 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 •••• 0.' 

Total criminal .......•.. 000 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 
0 
••• 

Traffic: 
DWl/OUl ....................................................... . 
Parking .0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0.0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 00 •••• 

Other traffic violations .. ~ ... 00 •••• 0 ••• 0 0 •••••• 0 0 0 ••••• , 0 ••••• 

Total traffic •... 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 00. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
00 

••• 
0 

Juvenile: 

Beginning 
pending 

Delinquency ....... 0 ••• 0 0 0 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••• 0 0 0 

Dependency and neglect ...•. 00.0 ••••• 0 •••• 0.0 ••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 

Status offenses ..... 0 •••• 0 •••••••• 0 •• " ••• 0 ••••• 00.0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 • 

O.ther juvenile 0" 0 0 0 ••• 0 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 0 0 ••• 0 • 0 • 0 0 •••••• 0 0 0 ••••••• 0 

Total juvenile . ~ .. 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 0 0 •••• 

Grand total ....•.. 0.00 ••• 0 ••••• 0.0 •• 0 ••• 0.0 •••••••••••• 0 0 • 0.' 0 ••• 

Civil .0 ..•.. 
C~iminal •••• 
Traffic ••••• 
Juvenile •... 

Total .... , ... 

Triald 

!!!!.!:l. Non- jury Total 
Civil dispositions 

Uncontested/default .••. 0 0 ••• 

Dismibsed/withdrawn/settled . 
Transferred .......•. 0 0 o ••• 0 0 

Arbitration ..•••......•. 0 ••• 

Filed 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea .................. . 
Trial conviction 00 ••••••••• 0 •• 

Bail forfeiture ... 0 0.0.00 •••• • 

Total conviction 0 •••• 0 ••• 0.0 •• 

Acquittal : ~ •.... 0 ••••• 0 ••• •••• 

Dismissed/nolle prosequi. ..... 0 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty plea ................... . 
Trial conviction. 0 ••••• 0 •••• ••• 

Bail forfeiture 0 w •••••• 0.0. ~'" 

Total conviction •.•.....•...... 
Acquittal ..... 000 •••• 000 ••••••• 

Dismissed/nolle prosequi •.... 0. 
Parking fines ...•. 0.0 ••• 0 00 •••• 

Time interval (days) 

Age at disposit;ion: ~ ~ 

Age of pending cases (days) 
0-90 91-180 181-360 361-720 Over 720 Average age 

Civil ....................... . ~~~~ 
Criminal .................... • 
Traffic .. , ................. .. 
Juvenile .0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 ••• 

Civil ............... • •• ••• • 
Criminal .0 .••..••••••• 00 ••• 

Traffic ........ ••••••••••• • 
Juvenile .•.. 0.0 t. 0 ••••• 0. o. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
dease definition or unit of count: 

Civil definition. 
Criminal case unit of count. 
Jury trial definition. 
Non- jury trial definition. 

fBeginning pending figure for tha 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFlgure was computed. 
iData are not complete. 
jExplanation of data included in the category. 
kAddltional information. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data. 
mDisposition type or trial data. 
nTime interval or age of pending cases data. 

Source: 

for the 1975 court year. 

~ of pending cases 

'. 

Alabama court system, 1976 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in law cases under $10,000 
from administrative agencies 

(except Public Service Commission). 
Workmen's compensation and domestic 
rfillations appeal& , 

Law under $10,000. 

~ ~ 

COUNTY COURT (80) 
Jurisdiction varies: 
· Civil actions (maximum from $100 

to $10,000). Some handle equity. 
· Misdemeanors and traffic. 
• Some handle juvenile. 
Jury trials In a few counties. 

JUVENILE COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Custody, i.e. guardianship of children 
under 16. 
DelinQuency, dependency, neglect 
supervIsion tor children under 16. 
Discretion to hear cases for children 16 
to 18 years. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (329) 
~ 220 recorders and "" 120 mayors 
Jurisdiction: 
· City ordinance violations 

misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
No jury trials. 

t lodl,,'" ,,"to 0' .",,1. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals of title to or posseSSion of land, 

civil laW over $10,000, and equity cases. 
. Certiorari review of Court of Civil 

Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals. 

Title to or 
possession of 
land, law over 
$10,000, equity. 

- j~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (38) 
102 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $50, equity, actions 

of libel, slander, and ejectment . 
. Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

0 
J --
~ -

-.. 
~ -

-.. 
----
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COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases. 

criiinal 

PROBATE COURT (68) 
68 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, guardianship, executorship. 
Equity in administration of estates 
(counties greater than 4,000 
population). 

- Juvenile. jurisdiction if no juvenile 
cour!. 

FAMIL Y COURT 
OF JEFFERSON COUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
· Custody and guardianship for children 

under 16. 
· Delinquency, dependency, neglect 

supervision for children under 16. ' 
Discretion to hear cases for children 
16 to 18 years. 

COUNTY JUSTICE COURT, 
MORGAN COUNTY 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil actions under $300. 
· Misdemeanors. Felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

.j 
II 
11 
:1 

:\ 

" '\ 1 



ALABAMA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 7, 1975 to September 30, 1976 

=-----------------=-... '------------~~------------------~Be~g~i~n~n~i~ng~------------------------------------------------~~ 
Filed Disposed 

~~. "~. 
Cases: 

Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................................................................ .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Petitions for writ of mandamus/prohibitionk .............................. .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for writ of certiorari ................................................... .. 
Petitions for writs of certiorari for preliminary 

examination ........................................................................................... .. 
Total ............................................................................................................ .. 

Total other cases ................................................................. . 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Requests for advisory opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous matters ••••••••• 0 ••••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 0" •••••••••••••• 0 •••••• , •• 0 ••••• , •••• 

o 
--0 

o 

o 

o 
o 

--0 

o 

o 
o 

__ 0 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••• 0.................. 0 

Hanner of dispositionm 

243j 
----zti3j 

28j 

38 

201 
229j 

'"267j 

510j 

9 
39 
~ 

48 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••• 0" 0 •••••••• 285 
Transferred or dismissed by a~reement •••••••••• 4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

j£xplanation of data included in the category: 

243 
243 

28 

38 

201 
229 

'"267 

510 

9 
39 
~ 

48 

Filed cases as displayed are "cases submitted," indicating the number of cases ready for adjudication. There were 378 appeals and 

o 
--0 

o 

o 
o 

--0 

o 

o 
o 

__ 0 

extraordinary writs docketed and 217 petitions for certiorari docketed. These 595 "cases dncketed" indicate the total number of cases 
entering the system, but only 510 cases w€:C'e submitted to the court. 

kAddltional information: 
Petitions for writ of mandamus/prohibition include 24 petitions for mandamus disposed with no writtem opinion. 

mCategories for disj"J!)sition type or trial data: 
Nanner of dispo.\;ition categories are for appeals, petitions for writs of certiorari, and petitions for writ of mandamus/prohibition with 

"\Jritten opinion. 

Source: Statistics are from unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

ALABAI'.A COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 7, 1975 to September 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

C~~es : 
Appeals: 

Civila : 
Cases ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••• o' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 0 

o 
--0 

o 

Manner of disposition 
Cases decided •••• 0 ••• 0 186 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be hand) ed by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jurisdiction in civil appeal cases only. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

186 
"l66 

186 

Filed caseS include only those completed cases submitted to a judge either on oral argument or submitted on brief. 

o 
--0 

o 

Source: Statistics are from unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Court of Civil Appeals except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
Intel1lediate appellate court 

5 judges 
October 7. 1975 to September 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminala •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0" 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Total appealsj ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proc~edings ••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 0 • 0 •••••••• 

Requests to appeal •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• t' ••••••••••••• o. 

Total cases ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

8eginning 
pending 

523 f j 
52'3f 

523 f 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion .......... 396 

.Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

1,08~ 
1,08 

1,084 

Blank space'"" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may, not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jurisdiction in criminal appeal cases only. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pendi~g does not equal the difference between f1.1ings and dispositions. 
iDnta are not complete: 

Total cases disposed do not include petitions disposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of the court. 
jExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

Beginning pending is the number of cases brought forward from the 1974-75 term. It includes cases pending on certiorari in the Supreme 
~~~~~)~f Alabama and the Supreme Court of the United States and those in which appeals have not been perfected (all necessary documents 

End pending is the number of cases carried forward to the 1976-77 term. There were no submitted cas,es carried over to the 1976-77 term. 
Total appeals include requests to appeal as well as appeals. 
Requests to appeal are reported as appeals. 

Source: Statistics ar~ from unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Court of Criminal Appeals except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

ALABAMA C1RCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

38 circuits, 102 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild, 
Law: 

Original civil ............................................. .. 
Auto tort: 

Notor vehicl'e. •••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 0 •••• 

Equity ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations ••••••• 0 ••••••••••• , 0" ••••••••••••• t •••••••• 

Appeals ••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

Total civil ..................................................... 46,052 fh 

Criminald , 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Indictments ••• t .0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hisc.ellaneous ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Appeals •••••••••••••••• o. 0 •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Triald 

X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

10,553fh 

56,605 fh 

Filed 

25,123 

6,966 
5,106 

39,096 

~ 

78,016 

18,454 
1,139 

19,593 

~ 

25,466 

103,482 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

__X_ X 

75,052 49,016 

X X 
X X 
X X 

__X_ __X_ 

25,451 10,568 

100,503 59,584 

.:!!!!l. 
Civil ....... X 

Non-jury 

X 

Total 
28,764 

2,716 
31,480 

Civil dispositions 
Dismissed/settled ......... 45,394 

Criminal dispositions 

Dismissal/nolle prosequi... 7,513 
Criminal .... 1,808 908 Guilty plea ................ 15,136 

Total........ X X 

Boldface headings indicate the tlassifications used by the NCSP. 
X .. The data for this case type Gre known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complt:iinto 
The criminal case unit i,.!f count is the number of defendants on the' indictment. 
A trial is counted if tried to completion. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was computed .. from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Source: Statistics are from unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts except that totals have been computed 
where necessary_, 
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ALABAIIA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

80 courts 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court. 

ALABAMA JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for Cilses handled in the Juvenile Court. 

ALABAMA PROBATE CGURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

68 courts. 68" judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court. 

FAIULY COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY. ALABAMA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court. 

ALABAMA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

329 courts; ~ 220 recorder.,'j, ~ 120 mayors 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court. 

COUNTY JUSTICE COURT, MORGAN COUNTY. ALABAMA 
Court of limited juriGdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court. 
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Alaska court system, 1976 

DISTRICT COURT (4) 
27.8 full-tl~e 'equivalent judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000, auto tort 
under $15,000, small claims. 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

, Indicates rotlte, ot appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
, Appeals as a matter of right from final 

judgments. 
, Discretionary review of any order or 

decision not appealable. 
, Criminal cases appealed by state only 

for testing sufficiency of Indictment or 
leniency of sentence. 

, Sentence review. 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
19 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
,Original jurisdiction In all civil. Exclusive 

jurisdiction in domestic relations, 
probate, guardianship, and civil 
commitments. 

,Original jurisdiction In all criminal. 
, Exclusive jurisdiction In juvenile. 
Appeals on recl)rd unless trial de novo Is 

granted. 
Jury trials. 

~ . 

MAGISTRATES COURT (56) 

151 

56 part,time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
fl;!lony preliminaries. 

No jury trial. 

,'. 

" 
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ALASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 19~.~. 

Cases: 
Appeals, 

elv!J and cross appeals ..................•.....•..........••. 
Crilrlnal •••.•.•...•..•.•••....•.••••..••.•••...•.••.••....••• 
Juvc!.nilc .••..••..•••.•.••••••.•.•.•..•..••••••••.•..•..•••.•• 

TotJ.l appeals •••.••...•.•......•..•••••.••.•••.•...•.•.•....•. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........•................................ 
Requests tu ap?cal: 

Petitions for review ..•...•.............•.••......•........ 
Sentence review: 

Sentent::c appeal ••••.•••..•....••••••..••.•••..•••••••••..•• 
Total other C;,ases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total Caties •..• & t, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hanner of disposition 
Written opinion.... 133 
Nandate opinion.... 13 
Order of court •..•. 2 
Dismissed .......... 135 
Review denied •••.•• 52 

Ucalnning 
pending 

16 

17 
--yj 

258 

Time intervaln (median months/days) 

Filed 

214 
113 

7 
-wi 

16 

86 

32 
----r34 

468 

Bringing an appeal to issue ••••..••.• 10 months 24 days 
Disposing an appeal by opinion ...•.•. 4 months 11 days 

Ho::'.ifacc headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Figure was revised by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial ciata: 
Uisposition of appeals categories .'lte for civil appeals, criminal appeals, and petitions for review. 

Disposed 

141 
58 

9 
----zos 

12 

82 

33 
---w-

335 

Disposition of appeal:;m 
Affirmed ............... 47 
Reversed and remanded ., 40m 
Affirmed in part/ 

reversed in part ••.••• 14 
l{ev{,:csed .••••.•••.••..• 6 
Remanded •.•.••.•..•••• 0 2 

End 
pending 

220 
126 

4 
"35li 

20 

16 
--;;r 

391 

Reversed nnd remanded criminal disposition figure does not reflect actual reversals of criminal convictions. Five of the reversed cases are 
petltions for review of appeals brought by the State of Alaska in criminal matters. 

"Time int~rval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are for regula;: civil and criminal appeals. "The time ped.od for bringing an appeal to issue begins with the date of the 

filing of an appeal in the clerk1s office and ends at the time the appeal is heard or aSSigned on briefs. The time period for disposing an 
appeal by opinion is computed by starting from the date the case is heard or assigned on the briefs and ending with the date of publication 
of the opinion. 

Source: Administr.ative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977); and memo from clerk to 
justices of Supreme Court entitled "Supreme Court Activity 1976." Statistics are from the annual report and clerkts memo except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the clerk of the court. 

Civild : 
Unclassified tort: 

ALASKA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 districts J 19 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil damage .•..•••••..••.••..••..•........•.....•.•••..••••• X 
Contract: 

Debts, contracts, and notes .••••...•..••••.•.•...•••. ~ .. -1" •••• X 
Property rights: 

Housing, real estate ••.••..•..••••••.•.•..••....•••.•... , •.•. X 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce .•.•..••.•.•.••.•..••....••..••....•..•.••••••..•.•••• X 
Reciprocal support •••.....•.•.••..•..•..••..•.•.. ~........... X 
Other ••••.... 0 ....................................... 1........ X 
Adoption..................................................... X 

Total......................................................... X 
Probate: 

Estates •.•••...•.•..•.••.•.•....•..•••.•.•..•• ~.............. X 
Cuardianship .••.• 0........................................... X 
Proba te waiver •••.••.••••.•..••••••...•...• q • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X 
Protective ••.••...••.•.•••.•.•..•.•.•.••••..••••....•••...... X 
Other........................................................ X 

Total......................................................... X 
Mental health: 

Sanity....................................................... X 
Administrative: 

Administrative review........................................ X 
Other civil: 

Filed 

870 

1,190 

450 

4,190 
1,058 

288 
622 

6,158 

547 
18 
90 

125 
19 

799 

203 

96 

Other ........................................................ _X_ ~ 

Total civil ..................................................... 7, 382h 10,749 
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Disposed End 
Pending 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X Yo 
X X 

X X 

X X 

__ X_ __ X _ 

8,604 9,527 

(Continued on next page) 

\ 
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Alaska Superior Coure (continued) 

Criminald : 
Felony ......................................................... 531 
Hlsdemeanor ..................................................... X 
Other criminal: 

Probation revocation 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other ....................................................... . 
Total •••••••.•.•.•.•••••.••••..•••.••.•••••••••••.•.•••••••••• 

Appeals: 
From District Court .•••.•••••••.••••.••••••.••.•.•••..•. 0 •• 0. 

To Supreme Court •••.•••.•••..•••.••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••.•••••••..••.••••••. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••.•••. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Dependency •..•••••.•.•.•.•.••••.••.•.••.•••.•.•••••.••••..••• 

Status offenses: 
Child in need of supervision .••••..•.•••• 0 ................... . 

Total juvenile ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

~ 
Civilm .............. 48 
Criminal (felony) ... 118 
Total ............... 166 

Triald 
Non-jury 

243 
18 

261 

Total 
~ 

136 
427 

Time interval (days) 
Age at dispositionn : Average Median 

Domestic relations 0" 202 80 
Probate .............. 361 71 
Other civil .......... 474 275 
Felony ............... 155 102 
All other criminal ... 163 72 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

_X_ 

564f 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

7,946£1 

Civil dispositionsm 
Default .......... 437 
Ilithdrawn ........ 714 
Judgment .•••••.•. 315 
Dismissed •••••••• 511 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

782 
33 

57 
34 
91 

50 
35 

---.!!l 
991 

1,510 

13,250 

898 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

1,077 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

1,133 

10,814 

Criminal (fel.ony) dispositions 
Guilty plea .............. 429 
Trial conviction •••....•. 100 
Total cor.viction .••.••.•• 561 
Acquitted .•.•.•••••.•.•.. 31 
Dismissed ................ 244 
Histrial with dismissal •• 3 

Age of pending casesn 12/31/76 

Domestic relations • 
Probate ••....•....• 
Other civil •.••••.• 
Felony .••••..•.•... 
All other criminal . 

Average 
257 
834 
358 
313 
365 

X "" The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of CO ... "ilC is the number of indictments. Some occur after preliminary hearings in District Court. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
SChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

(days) 
Median 
2ii7 

568 
285 
195 
329 

415 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

__ X _ 

480g 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

10,007i 

The juvenile filing figure for each category was derived from the percent of formal petitions for each category multiplied by the total 
number of formal petitions. 

iOata are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures do not include juvenile cases. 

ntcategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil jury trial and civil dispOSition data are for civil damages; debts, contracts, and notesj hOUSing, real estate; administrative 

review; and other civil cases. Civil non-jury trials also include domestic relations (divorce, reciprocal support, other) cases. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Age at disposition and age of pending data represent those categories listed in the annual report. 
These categories include the following case types: 

All other criminal--mtsdemeanors, probation revocation, other appeals from District Court, and appeals to Supreme Court. 
Domestic relations--divorce, reciprocal support, and other. 
Probate--estates, guardianship, probate waivl'.r, protective, other, adoption, and sanity. 
Other civil--civil damage; debts, contracts, and notes; housing, real estate; administrative review; and other. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System! 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: t977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 27.8 full-time equivalent judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Unclassified tort: 

Civil damage ••••.•.•.••••.••.••••..•.••..••.•••.•.•••.••..•.• 
Contract: 

Debt, contract, and notes ., .••..•••••.•.••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Small claims .....•...•.......•............••..••..•.....•...... 
Other civil: 

Other •.•.•••.•..•...•.••.•.••.•••.••..•.•.••••••.•.•••.••.••• 

Total civil ..................................................... . 

Hisdemeanor ••...•.•••...•.••..••••.•.••...•.••.••.••..•••••.••. 
Felony preliminary ............................................. . 
Other criminal .••..•.•..•.••..•.•...•.....••••....••.•..••.••.. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Triald 

~ Non-jury Total 
Civil: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

X 
2,490h 

__ x_ 

5,076h 

4,605 
476 

-..lli. 
5,352 

14,156 

24,584 

Filed 

461 

2,406 
4,985 

~ 

8,652 

18,452 
1,449 
1,434 

21,335 

59,002 

88,989 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X X 

X X 
3,747 3,728 

__X_ __ X_ 

6,784 6,944 

17.,041 6,046& 
1,359 573g 

~ -..ill& 

19,666 7,030g 

56,419 16,794& 

82,869 30,768g 

Criminal dis posi tions 

Small claims NH 585 585 

Civil dispositions m 

Default .•.•••.••. 1,101 
Withdrawn ••••.•.. 1,138 Misdemeanor 

Felony 
preliminary 

All other civil •• 15 
Total ............. 15 

Criminal: 
Misdemeanor ...... 447 

Traffic ............ NH 
Total ............... 462 

202 217 
787 802 

491 938 
1,494 1,494 
2,772 3,234 

Judgment ..••• I .,. 244 
DismIssal........ 249 

G~ilty/no contest plea .... to to 11,463 
Trial conviction •.•.•••••.•.•• 612 
Total conviction •••••••.••.••• 12,075 
Acquittal ••••••••••••••••••••• 285 
Dismissal •••••••• ~............ 3,567 
Reduced to misdemeanor ••••.••• 
Moved to Superior Court ••.•••• 

653 
154 
543 

Time interval (days) Age of pending cases 12/31/76 (days) 
Traffic dispo!>i tions 

Trial conviction 1,095 
Total conviction .••.•• 38,524 

Age at disposition: Average Median 
Small claims ••••••••• 196 83 
All other civil...... 282 151 
Misdcmeanorn •••••.•.• 48 17 
Felony preliminary to. 47 18 
Other criminal ••••••• 69 22 
Traffic.............. 189 172 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NH = This classification is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not avatlable by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition o~ unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

CChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

mCategories for dispOSition type or trial data: 
Civil dispOSitions do not i.~clude disposition of small claims cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending uata: 

Small claims ••••••• 
All other civil •••• 
Misdemeanor •••••••• 
Other criminal ••.•. 
Felony prelimina ry • 

Misdemeanor age at dispOSition is measured from first appearance to dismissal, acquittal, or sentencing. 

Average Hedian 
289 272 
281 263 
232 119 
Z91 293 
182 166 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System! 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977). Statistics {.Ire from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALASKA MAGISTRATES COURT 
Cqurt of limited jurisdiction 

S6 courts, 56 part-time magistrates 
January l~ 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••.••••• 
Felony preliminary •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••.•••.•• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total •••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••.••••••.••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A'" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint, 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed Disposed 

302 193 

1,372 

........E 
1,560 1,439 

680 715 

2,542 2,347 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1976 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Arizona court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in all actions in the 

r--------------_____ -~.. state's court system except those arising in 
~ justice and police courts. 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses with fine less 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

+ I Indicates route of appeal. 
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- Exclusive jurisdiction in cases between counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All actions and proceedings originating in or 

permitted by law to be appealed from the Superior 
Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
70 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions over $500. 

Exclusive probate and domestic relations 
jurisdiction. 

- Original jurisdiction in felony, misdemeanor. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

CITY MAGISTRATES (70) 
90 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses with fine less 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 

Jury trials. 

'''-'--------~ 

• 

ARIZONA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justiceo 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil .....••.....•••...........•....................•......... 
Criminal .••••....•.••..•• " .••.•.•.••..•.•.•••.•.•.••...••.•.• 
Delayed appeals ••.•.•••.• MO •••• ., ............................ .. 

To tal appealsj ..•......•.•. , ••... 'O ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special act10nsj ............•.•................•.......•... ~ 
Bar matters .••••••••.•••.•.•...•••.•..•...••..••.••...••.•. 
Petitions for reviewj •••.•••.•.••••..••••.•.•.••.•....••••• 

Total •..•••• , ...................................... " ..•••.•• • 
Requests to appeal ........................................... . 

Total other cases •.•....•.•..••.•••....•..••.•..•..•••••..•.•. 

Total cases •••.••••....•..•..•...••.•••..•••..•.•..•..•.• ~ •••• ~. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Beginning 
pending 

15 
201 

o -m 

o 
21 
3 

6s f 

89 

--s9 

305 

Hiscellaneous ••......••..••..•..•.••••..•....•.•.•••••.....•• __ 0 

Total other proceedings •••...••.....••••...•••••••.•••.• ~ .••.••• 

Nanner of disposition 
Written opinion ••...•.••.......•••.. 185 
Nemol'andum • y." •• • ••••• ••••••••• • .... 84 
Terminated without written 

opi.nion ............................ 774 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

35 
109 

7 
"ZIT 

21 
170 

29 
592 
812 

-sIT 

1,023 

-..iQ 

40 

Disposition of appeals 
Afflrmed ..................... .. 
Reversed .•••••.••.•.•...••.••. 
Peversed and remanded .•.•••. r. 
Remanded ••••.•.•.•••..•.••.•••• 
Df.smissedm ••••••.•.....•.•.••.• 

Blank space l:I: Not enough inf()rmation is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

:Beginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figun- for the 1975 court year. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals (civil, criminal, and delayed) include cases transferred in from the Arizona Court of Appeals. 
-rSpecial actions include mandamus, probibition, and quo warranto cases. 

Disposed 

26 
ISS 

4 
---r85 

19 
171 

26 
603 
819 

1iT9 

1,004 

---.12. 

163 
43 
33 
28 

776 

39 

End 
pending 

24 
215 

3 
-viZ 

2 
20 

6 
54 
32 

--sz 

3~<i 

__ 1 

Petitions for review are requests for review of Court of Appeals cases (or pore.ions thereof) that are heard as a matter of right. They are 
not necessarily prOCessed as a regular appeal. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Dismissed includes sp(.cial actions declined and petitions for review. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual L'eport 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been, made during Verification by the office of the 
administrative direc~~~: __ =-~~ __ =-______ =__============-__ =-========~_==== ______________ =-____ =_==== __ == __ _= 

" 
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ARIZONA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 12 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 

Cases ~ 
Appeals: 

Civil •••• "." ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• to ••••••• 

Delayed appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lndustrlal Gommission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Total appealsj ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpusj ............................................. . 
Special actionsJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••• 
Petitions for r~view ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 0 •••••••••• 

Total •• ., .................................................... . 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pe.nding 

473 
633 

7 
102 

5 
1,220 

1,254 

Manner of disposition 

1976 

Filedj 

599 
1,000 

° 243 
9 

1,851 

2 
160 

4 
166 

-m-

2,017 

Written opinion ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 449 
Memorandum •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 619 
Terminated without opinion •••••• 0 ••••• 647 

Holdface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category may Ot may not be handled by the court. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Appeals filed (civil and criminal) are net figures after appeals transferred in are added. 
Appeals disposed (civil and criminal) include appeals transferred out and appeals disposed by th~ ~ourt. 
Habeas corpus appeals are counted as civil appeals by Division 2 of the Court of Appeals. 
Special. ~1ctions include mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto cases. 

Disposedj End 
pending 

482 590 
978 655 

7 ° 217 128 
13 1 

1,697 1,374 

2 2 
173 19 

4 ° 179 21 

---r79 -zr 

1,876 1,395 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have be.en computed where necessary. 

ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 counties J 70 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

-~---.,~,----~---~=~---------.-----=~ Beginning Filedj Dispos,.dj End 

Civild : 
l...aw~ 

Civili 
Domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptioni •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support i •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• ~. " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Probatei •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental healthi •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• , •••••••• : ••••••••••• 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••• ~ I ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 

pending 

29,723 

9,797 
1,415 f 

5,046 f 
16 258fi 

6: 743fi 
1,340f 

-ill.. 
54,064 f 

Felony........................................................... 4,678 
Kisdemeanorj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0..... 1,204 
Appeals........................................................ -ill.. 

Total criminal 5,882f 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenilei ••••••••••• ,:. ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 794 

Grand total ••• 0 •• ~ .. ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 60,740f 

~ 
Civllm •••••••••• 541 
Criminal ........ 784 

Total ............ 1,325 

Trillld 
Non-jury 

2,713 
871 

3,584 

~ 
3,254 
1,655 
4,909 

Civil dispositionnm 

Default judgment ......... 5,548 
Dismissed/nonprosecution • 5,871 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 364 
Otherwise no trial •••• o •• 14,101 

158 

28,992 

22,025 
1,638 
2,389 

26,052 
7,130 

400 
-iiL 

62,574 

10,556 
3,357 

-iiL 
13,913 

8,287 

84,774 

pending 

29,138 29,577 

23,231 8,591 
1,440 1,506g 

1,900 6,176g 

26,571 16,273gi 

6,013 7,2728i 

411 1,326g 

-ill.. -ill.. 
62,133 54,II48g 

1(},334 4,900 
3,431 1,130 

_.i.1L -ill.. 
13,765 6,030 

7,088 938g 

82,986 61,4168 

Cr1.m1nal dispositions 
Plea........... ........ 7,031 
Dismissed............. 4,992 

(conti niled on next page) 

Arizona Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or nnit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal (',ase unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictme~t. 
A jury trial is counted when the voir dire examination of the panel begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difterence between filings and dispositions: 

This discrepancy is due to missing data. See (i). 
iOata are not complete: 

Adoption pending figures do not include data for Cochise and Haricopa Counties. 
Mental health data do not include data for Haricopa County. 
Reciprocal support pending figures do not include data from Cochise County. 
Probate pending !igures do not include Cochise and Maricopa Counties. 
Juvenile pending data do not include Ha.ricopa, Cochise, Navajo, Pima, Yuma, or Yavapai Counties. 
Juvenile figures include no filing or disposition data from Pima County and only partial filing and disposition data for Naricopa County. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include cases transferred in. 
Dispositions include cases transferred out. 
Civil cases include prayer under $1,000, auto tort, non-auto tort, contract, eminent domain, unclassified civil, and appeal cases. 
Appeals (civil) are reported in the law category. 
Misdemeanor cases include lower court appeals and nonfelony cases. 
Appeals (criminal) are reported in the misdemeanor category. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials and disposition types do not include data for probate, adoption, reciprocal support, or mental health. 

Sourcet Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977); and Administrative Office OIf the 
Courts, The Ari~ona Courts, 1977 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1978). Statistics are from the reports except that totals 
have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the administrative director. 

ARIZONA JUSTICES OF THE PEACEi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

84 courts, 84 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild : 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• • o! ••••••••••••••••• 

r.'<elony preliminary •••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••• 0 •• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total i •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

31,915 

16,782 
14,058 

30,840 

212,435 

275,190 

X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is cL'unted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on ':he information, indictmp.:~t) or complaint. 

iOata are not complete: 
There were incomplete data for Haricopa, Pinal, Yuma, Navajo, Apache, Gila, Graham, and Greenlee Counties. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

26,363 N/A 

X N/A 

....!i..Q2.!!. ~ 

X N/A 

X N/A 

250,570 N/A 

Source~ Administrative Office of the Courts, The Arizona Courts Summary Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ARIZONA CITY MAGISTRATES 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

70 courts. 90 magistrates 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There. were no data available for cases handled in the City Hagistrate Court for 1976. Data collection for these courts began in 1978. 
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Arkansas court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases from Circuit, 

Chancery, and Probate Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURT (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases over $100. 
- Original Jurisdiction in criminal. 

COURT OF 

- Juvenile. 
Hears appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COMMON PLEAS (13) 
County judges serve 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Contracts and other civil matters under 
$1,000 not involving title to property. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (91) 
95 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Contract under $300. 

Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100. 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 

POLICE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $300. 
- Misdemeanors and city ordinance 
·"(olatlons. 

No jury trial. L-____________ .~ _____ ,. ___ 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

-

-

-

t 
CHANCERY AND 
PROBATE COURT (18) 
26 judges 
Jurisdiction: , 

. - Courts of equity (land disputes, 
domestic relations, etc.). Hears probate 
matters and adoptions. 

No jury trial. 

COUNTY COURT (75) 
75 judges, 
42 juvenile referees 

_ Jurisdiction: 
.... _.---""" . Original jurisdiction in county taxes, 

county expenditures, and claims agaiast 
county. Bastardy proceedings. 

---

- Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (9) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract under $300. 

Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100. 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 
Six-man jury trial. 

CITY COURT (80) 
80 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

.... -.. ---.. - Civil cases under $300. 
- . Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

violations. 
No jury trial. 
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ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 

l.aw .0 ...................................................... . 

Equity .................................................... . 
Probate .•••.••..••...••..•...••....•.••...•••..•.•.•....... 

Total .....••..••.•..•.•••.•.••....•.•••....•••••.....•••.••• 
Criminal: 

Postconviction ••...•••..••..••..•.•..•..••.•.•...•....•.••. 
Capital ................................................... . 
Other felony ..••..•...••.•••.••..•.••••.•.•.•.•••.•.•.•••.. 
Hisdemeanor .••..•••...•...••.••.•.••...••••.•..•••..•.••••. 

Total .•.•...•..•••••.....••.••.••••..•...••••.•...•...••...• 
Total appeals .•.•.••.•.•..••.••••..••..••.•.•..••.••.•.•.•...• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus--felony ...•...••••••.....••..•••.••.... , ... *;0 

Handamus ••..•.•••••..•....•••......•...•....•....... ,0::" ... . 
PL"ohibition •.•••..•...•.•..••.......••.........•.•....•..•. 
Postconviction .•...•••.••.•.•.....•...•.•..••..••... , ••..•. 
Wri ts of certiorari ......••... ~'" .••.•.•••.•.•..••...••... 
Other petitions ••...•.•.••....•.••.•. ;; •..•.... ~ .... ...•.•... 

Total .•.•••...•.....•........•..•.•.•••.•••..........••••..• 
Requests to appeal ......•..•.....•.••....••.....•.•.......... 

Total other cases .....•.•.••.••••..•••.•......•...••..•.....•• 

Total cases •......•..•..•...••.•.••......•...•.••..•..•.....•.•. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .•.•••.•.••..••••.•.•..••..••.•.••..•...•..•. 
Other matters: 

Notions (excluding extension of time) . ~ •••..•••...••••..••..• 
Hotions for extension of time .•.••.•.•••.•..•.•....•..••.•... 

Total .•.......•.•.•.•...••.•. , ..••.•....•....•..•..••....•..•. 

Total other proceedings .••.••.... , ••....•...•..•.•.............• 

Hanner o·~,,:r~tisposition 
Written opinion.......... Sal 
Per curiam •••••..••.•..•. 43 

8e~ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-'N!A 

N/A 
~/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Time intervals (average days) 
.9...!.:!!! Criminal 

Record fil tng to 
submission........ 152.09 

Submission to 
decision .......... ~ 

Record filing to 
decision .......... 180.63 

126.52 

19.40 

145.92 

Filed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

If!A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Disposed 

193 
137 

20 
350 

19 
11 

162 
9 

201 
--:ill 

3 
10 
9 

19 
15 
6 

62 

--62 

613 

124 

300 
1,102 
1,402 

1,526 

Disposition of appeals 
Afflrmed 
Reversed ................................... 
Reversed and remanded •..•.................• 
Remanded •.•••.•...•........•....•.•.......• 
Dismissed without opinion ....•............. 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part ..•.....• 
Reversed and dismissed •... , ••.•..•••...•... 
Affirmed as modified or on condition, •..... 
Dismissed with opinion • ~ ..• , •....••........ 
Affirmed in part ......................... .. 
Reversed with directions .•.... , .....•....•. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space Q Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

331 
4b 
64 

44 
22 
21 
10 
7 
2 
1 

End 
pendins 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

/fTA 

N/A 
N/t. 
N/A 
N/t. 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

If!A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). StatIstics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of generlll jurisdiction 
19 circuits, 29 judges 

January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

CivUd : ' 
Lawj .......................................................... . 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ............ •••••••••••• .. ••••••• .. •••••••••••••• .. .. 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Capital .................................................... .. 
l~elony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kisdemeanorj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminalj .................................................. 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 

Beginning 
pending 

14,586f 

---1.i2..... 
14,586f 

100f 
5,109 f 

5,209 f 

~f 

7,675f 

22,261 f 

~.f pending cases 
Less than 

Civil .......................... .. 
Criminal: 

Capital ...................... .. 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hisdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••••• " •••• 

Boldface headinns indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dease definition or unit of count: 

....L~ 
10,773 

45 
3,473 
2,571 
6,089 

". ,;.. A civil case is counted ",'ith the filing of a petition or complaint. 
. The criminal case U;iLt \.if count is the number of informations or indictments. 

Filed Disposed 

20,2(;0 18,708 

---1.i2..... ---1.i2..... 
20,200 18,708 

99 129 
7,659 7,513 
7,758 7,642 
5,055 4,088 

12,813 11,730 

33,013 30,438 

to 2 z:ears Over 2 x:ears 
3,190 2,115 

10 15 
1,008 774 

466 396 
J,'48ii l,T85 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Law includes appeals (trial de novo) that could not be separated fr-:::n U'.o! total. 
Hisdemeanor cases are generally appeals (trial de novo) from lower courts. 
Criminal data include a nominal number of juvenile cases and juvenile appeals. 

End 
pending 

16,078 

---1.i2..... 
16,078 

70 
5,255 
5,325 

~ 

8,758 

24,836 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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• 

ARKANt1AS CHANCERY ANO PROBATE COURT 
Co4J:t nf r.~neral 7,'Urj~diction 
Ib cl.a.n..:.ery circUl.ts, 26 ju~es 

January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Equity ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal::; IN •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• , ••••••••• oj •••• 

Reciprocals OUT •••• , ~., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption .................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o •••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Hiscellaneous probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hental health: 
Alcoholics and mental •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

7,369 f 

12,893f 

1,670 f 
Of 

N/A 
14,563fi 

13,393 f 

N/A 
N/A 

13,393ft 

35,325fi 

Age of pend ing cases 

Less than 

Civil: 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••• 
Reciprocals IN ••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocals OUT •••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi 1. ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

1 year 

3,400 
7,551 
1,011 

o 
11,962 

N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data arc unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

5,900 

21,871 
1,338 

640 
1,538 

25,387 

4,281 
1,662 
1,176 
7,119 

~ 

39,716 

39,716 

to 2 years 

1,877 
2,866 

469 
o 

5;2IT 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fSeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
iDnta are not complete: 

Domestic relations pending and disposed totals do not include adoptions. 
Probate pending and disposed totals do not include guardianship and miscellaneous probate. 

Disposed End 
pending 

5,328 7,941 

21,014 13,750 
1,000 2,008 

MO 0 
N/A 

22,654i 
N/A 

15,758i 

3,704 13,970 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

3,704i 13,970i 

.....Jili.... .....Jili.... 
31,686i 37,669i 

31,686i 37,669i 

Over 
2 years 

2,664 
3,333 

528 
0 

6,525 

Total civil nnd grand total pending and disposed do not include adopt.tons, guardianship, alcoholics and mental, and miscellaneous probate. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except thu.t totals have been computed where necessary. 

Total ct"!.l 

ARKANSAS COURT OF COffMON PLEAS 
(Jourt of limited jurisdiction 
13 courts, county judges serve 

January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

...... ~ ................. ~ ............................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Grand total ."O:. ••••••••••• ~ •••••••• '~"'fi\\ •• '" •.••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Filed Disposod 

241 N/A 

241 N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

------------------------~~------------------------------------------------------------------
Boldface hMdings i"d~~~tc tho classiHcations used by the NCSP. 
N/A .. This cas€! typ.e iu han'·Ued by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case 1s counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Executive Secretal,"Y, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual rep9t't except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

----------------------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------------~-,~ 
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ARKANSAS COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

75 courts; 75 judges, 42 juvenile referees 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild , 
Domestic relations: 

Bastardy ••.•.•••.••••.•.•••••••.••••.••.••••••••••••••••.•.• 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Juvenile: 

'rotal juvenile •......................•... , ..... , ..••...•...•.•• 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand "'tal ................ ,.................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A .,. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

desse definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

-2.QQ 

300 

6,588 

6,888 

Disposed End 
•. _Eending 

_ N/A -.Jl!~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Departlilent, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

91 courts, 95 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Total (.".ivil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald , 
Misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal ................................................. .. 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated ...•......•..•.........••....••..•.. 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving Lraffic .............................................. . 
OCher traffic .•...•....•....•...•••.........••....••......... 

Total .................................... , ................... . 

Total traffic ....... ~ ~ •.....•...•.•..•..... , .••..•.•.••.•...•... 

Grand total i ..••.•••.••••...••...••..•••...••••..••.•...•.•..•... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

15,255 

99,254 

99,254 

23,236 

225,160 
143,028 
368,188 

391,424 

505,933 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
iData are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A ~jj~A 

There were no data for Drew County. Only 6-month totals were available and are included for Newton, Fulton, Le-2, Desha, Hontgomery, 
Franklin, Randolph, and Benton Counties. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report, 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 
from the annual report except that totals h~ve been computed where necessary. 
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Statistics are 

( 

• 

ARKANSAS CITY COURT AND POLICE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

80 city courts, 2 police courts; 82 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Total civil 

Criminald , 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ....... , ............................................. . 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI: 
Driving while intoxicated •..•.........•.•••.••........•.••... 

Other traffic violations: 
Hoving traffic ....•..........••..••..••...•..•.•.....•....•.. 
Other traff1c ...•...•..............•.•.••..•.......•••..•.... 

Total., ...••. , .•..••.•.•..•...•...•...•.•.•....• ~""" .•..••.. 

Total traffic 

Grand total i •..••...•.••.•..• ~ I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate U::·:J classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pen·Hng 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data nre unavailable. 

dense definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

196 

3,520 

3,520 

2,279 

10,628 
5,155 

15,783 

18,062 

21,778 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
iData are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

There were no reports for the cities of Alma, Ashdown, Barling, Buckner, FarcJyce, Foreman, Fouke, Hunnoke, ~Iansfield, Hineral Springs, 
Prescott, Rison, SWifton, Thornton, and Wilmot. Only 6-month totals were available for the courts of Biscoe, Bradley, Calico Rock, 
Carlisle, Glenwood, Gould, Gurdon, Judsonia, Lincoln, Lonoke, Hountainburg, Palestine, Portia, Rose Bud, Strong, Bnd Sulfur Springs. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Twelfth Annual Report', 1976 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics 
are from the annual repot't except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ARKANSAS JUSTiCE OF TIlE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

9 courts, 9 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Total civil 

Criminald , 
Misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal 

'.l'r"ffic: 
llWi/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated ..•..••...••.•....•. II ••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Noving traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic •.....••.•..•...•.••....•.•. .> ••• ~ ••••••• ~ ••••••• 

Total ••....•..•.•..•.•......•.•••••..•... ..• ~ ~ .. .•.•..•..•...• 

Total traffic 

Grand total ..••..•••..•...•..•.••..••...•..•......••••.•••.... I I • 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~/A 

Boldface h-,\~ildings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - Thi.s case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCnse tlefinit!on or unit of count: , 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

233 

~ 

603 

309 

3,188 
406 

...hl2i 
3,903 

4,739 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/t. N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department. Tt.!elfth Annual Report, 1976 Judiciol Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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California court system, 1976 

t 

Judgment of 
death. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (84) 
425 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000, small claims under 

$500. 
• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 

preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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~-------------------------SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Direct appeals of judgment of death. 
• All other appeals are discretionary. 

COURT OF APPEAL (5) 
56 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from Superior Court except in judgment 

of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
520 judges 

Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
• Primarily handles civil actions over $5,000, equity, 
domestic relations. Exclusive jurisdiction over 
probate. 

• Primarily h<lndles felonies. 
• Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals de novo of small claims cases in municipal 
courts and civil cases in justice courts. 

Appeals on record of other municipal court cases 
and criminal cases from justice courts. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (175) 
175 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law under $1,000, small 

claims under 8500. 

t 

• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 
prellmmaries. 

Jury trials. 

" 

", 

CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal: 

Direct appealsj ••.••.••..•••••.•••••••••••••..•..•.•.••..•• 
Other criminal •••.••••.••••••••••...•••.••.•..•.•••••••.••. 

Total criminal .....•.•...•......•••......•.......•.......... 
Total appeals .••••..••.•.•.••.••.•..•..•.•.....••••••..••.•.•• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Civil ..................................................... . 
Criminal ..•••.•.••.•...•..••.••••..••••••••••••••••.••••..• 
Attorney disciplinary proceedings .•• , •.••.•.•...•..••.•.•.• 

Total ••.•...•••••..•.•.••.•..••.••.•..•.•........•..•.• ~ ...• 
Requests to appealj: 

Civil appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal appeals ••••.••••...•.•••..••••.••••••••.•...••.••• 
Civil original proceedings .••.•••.•...•..•.•.••••..••••••.• 
Criminal original proceedings ..•.•••...•..•.••....••••.••.. 

Total .••••••.•••••.•..•.••.••.•..••.•......••••.••.••...•.•• 
Total other cases ••.•••.•..•...••..••••.•..•••.••.••.••••...•• 

Total cases .•........•.....••.•....•....•....••......• ~ ...•..••. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .•....••.••..•••.•.•••..•.••.•.•.••.•.....••••.•.••.. 

Total •....•..•..•.•..•..•.••••...••...•••.••...••.•.••........ 
Other matters: 

Transfers and retransfers ..••.•..••..••.•.....•.•...•......•• 
Orders/writs to show cause •.•.•.••.•••.•.••••.••.•....••••..• 
Hotions decided •.•••.••.••...•••••..••.•..••..•.••..••.••••.. 
Hiscellaneous ..•....•.••••.•••...••.•....•••••..••.••.•••.•.. 
Executive clemency applications ...••.•......••.•.•.••.•...••• 

Total .••.•...••..•...•.•.•.•...•.•.•.......•.•.•.•.•..•..•..•. 

Total other proceedings •••.••.•.••...••.••.•.•••...••••.•..•..•• 

Hanner of disposition 

'~ritten opinion .......••••.•..•.•... 191 

Boldface headings indicate the classificat:ions used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

...E.!J:.... 
N/A 

N/A :ell This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

X (l53)e 84 

21 0 
X ( 35)e 34 
X ( 35)e 34 

21 (188)e 118 

197 ( 32)e 185 
592 ( 9)e 629 

97 97 
886 ( 41)e 911 

1,233 1,233 ( X )e 
1,077 1,077 ( X )e 

314 314 ( X )e 
270 270 ( X )e 

2,894 2,665 (229)ek 
3,740 ( 41)e 3,576 (229)e 

3,801 (229)e 3,694 (229)e 

N/A 60 
N/A 24 
N/A 84 

N/A 252 
N/A 61 
N/A 124 
N/A 1,650 
N/A 38 
N/A 2,125 

N/A 2,209 

Disposition of appeals (criminal) 
Affirmed ........................ .. 
Affirmed with modifications ....••. 
Reversed 

8 
5 
o 

Reversed and remanded •.••..••.•..• 16 

X = The data for this case type are known to be i.ncluded in the total but were not available by category. 

CCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N!A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

...E.!J:.... 
N/A 

Petitions for hearings granted are not counted as a disposed petition until the reij.Jlting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted 
fo(' the appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
lHrect criminal appeals are capital (death penalty) cases only. 
Requests to appeal are petitions for hearing cases previously decided by the Courts of Appeal. 

kAdditional information: 
Total requests to appeal disposed is not the sum of the dispositions for the reported case categories. Each individual case category 

disposition value includes some portion of the 229 granted petitions. These 229 granted petitions are not included in the requests 
to appeal disposed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (San 
Francisco, California: 1977), and unpublished data provided by AOC. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA COURTS OF APPEAL 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 divisions, 56 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals! 

Civil ................................................... .. 
Criminal •.•..••..••••..•.•••.••••.•••.••••...•.••..•...•.• 

Total appeals ••....••..•.•.•.••.........•.•.....•.•••...••. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Civil ................................................. .. 
Criminal •..•••....••.•••••.•....•••.•.•....•..•••...••.. 

Total .••••••••......•••..•. , .•••.•...•••.•...•....•...•.. 
Total other cases ••.•.•••.•.•.••••.••.•..••••.•.•.....•••.. 

To tal cases •....••.••.•....•...••••••.•••.•••••...••.•••...•• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests •.•.•..••...••...•..••.•.••••.•.•.••••..•. 
Other matters: 

Hotions to dismiss on clerkls certification ................ . 
Hotions ...••..•..•.....•..•....••••..•••.•....•.•.•. ." ~ .. !. 

Orders (miscellaneous) .•....•••...••..•...••.•....•.•..... 
Total •••...••.•..•..•..•.•.•......•••.....••.•...•••.....•. 

Total other proceedings .•.•..• , •.•......••...•...•..•.•••••.• 

Hanner of disposition 
Written opinion •....•..•• 5,943 

Beginning 
pending 

2,579 
2,096 
4,675 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

4,675 i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.....E.!..!.. 
N/A 

Holdface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are ~navailable. 

Filed Disposed 

3,183 X 

~ X 
6,462 7,558 

2,842 X 
1,008 X 
3,850 ...1..ill. 
1,850 3,799 

10,312 11,357 

N/· 1,363 

4~' MIA 
NIh. 736 
ilIA 5,456 

_ N/A ~ 

485 i 7,5551 

Disposition df appeals (~riminal}m 
Affirmed •...•.....•..•.•.•...•.•. 1,979 
Affirmed with modifications...... 217 
Reversed ...•...........••...•..•. 12 
Reversed and remanded ..••........ 143 

X = The. data for this case type are known to be included in tho:! total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
~~igures are as reported in the annual report. 

iOata are not complete: 

End 
pending 

2,555 

~ 
4,544g 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

4,5441 

lilA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.....E.!..!.. 
N/A 

Total cases pending do not include original proceedings. d for the other catel'ories. 
Total other proceedings filed are only for motions to dismiss on clerkls cert~fication. Filings ate not reporte 0 

Total other proceedings disposed do not include disposition of motions to dismiss on clerk's certlficatlon. 
mCategories for disposition type. or trial data: 

Disposition of appeals data inc.lude only criminal appeals terminated by written opinion. 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council Ind State Court Administrator (sa~ have 
FranCiSCO, California: 1977), and unpublished data provided by AOC. Statlstics are from the annual report except that tota s 
been computed where necessary. 
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J 

CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

58 courts. 520 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Auto tort ...................................................... 
Non-auto tort •••••.••.•.•.••..•.••..•..••.••..•••.••..••.••..•. 
Property rights: 

Eminent domain (parcels) •.••.•••.•••••.•••••••.••••••••.•...• 
Domestic relations: 

Family lawj .••.•.•.••..•.•••.••..•.••.•.••..••...•.••.•••••.• 
Probate: 

Probate and guardianship .•••.••••••.••.••...••..••..•.••.•..• 
Mental health ••.••..•..••.•.••••.•••.••..•..•••..•..••.•.•.•.•• 
Other civil: 

Other complaints •••..•.•.•..••..•••••.••••••••••.•••...•..••• 
Other petitions ••••••••..•..••.••.••..•.....•••.••.•.•....•.• 

Total ••..•. 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 

Appeals from lower courts ••.••.••••••..••••.•••••..•..••...•. 
Extraordinary ~rits: 

Habeas corpus ••.•.••.•••.•......••••.••..•...•...•••••..••.•• 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald : 

Felony: 
Criminal ..••...•••••..•••..•..••.•.....•••...••.•••••..•...•• 

Appeals .•.......•••.•••••••..•.••..•.••..••••••.......•..••.••. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Delinquency .................................................... 
Dependency and neglect •.••.....••.••.••..•...•..••..•••.•...•.. 

Total Juvenile .................................................. 

Grand total 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

...li1A.. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

52,574 
27,767 

3,622 

168,887 

62,590 
6,514 

87,405 
74,369 

161,774 

9,0921 

~ 

501,775 

54,906 
~1 

57,430 

93,864 

~ 

107,917 

. .................................................... . N/A 667,122 

Disposed 

40,1381 
20,0231 

3,2411 

146,1791 

61,9681 
6,108 

50,3301 
56,7221 

107,0521 

8,4781 

~ 

401,496 

50,094 
~1 

52,242 

89,995 

~ 

103,664 

557,402 

Civilm •••••••••••••••••• 
Civil appeals .•.••...•.• 
Criminal ......•.•••••... 
Criminal appeals .•.•...• 

Total ...•..••.•••.••..••• 

~ 
3,131 1 

o 
4,695 

o 
7,826 

Tr1ald 

Non-jury 

240,4451 
9,0881 
3,793 
2,5241 

255,850 

Total 
243,5761 

9,0881 
8,488 
2,5241 

263,676 

Civil dispositionsm 
Dismissal for lack of prosecution ••...•... 
Other dismissals and transfers •...••..•••. 
Summary judgments •....•••..•.•...•.•••.•.• 
Others before trial ..•.•..••..••.•••.••.•• 

Criminal disposi tions 
Guilty plea ............... 34,958 
Trial conviction •...•..•.. 6,722 
Dismissals................ 6,1361 
Trunsfers ................. 525 

Holdface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A == This case type is handled by the court, but the data nre unavailable. 

dCnse definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted whl!n the jury Is SWorn. 

. A nan-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduct.ion of any evidence occurs. 
JExplnnation of dat.a included in the category: 

Family law includes annulment, divorce, and separate maintenance cases. 
lSpecial source or revision in data: 

Figures are as revised by the administrative office of the courts. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trials include mental health hearings; do not include juvenile, habeas carpus, or appeal hearings. 
Civil disposition types do not include data for habeas corpus or appeal hearings. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

ilIA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

...li1A.. 
N/A 

N/A 

...li1A.. 
N/A 

N/A 

...li1A.. 
N/A 

N/A 

7,2281 
106,7131 

1,314 
21,9151 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (San Francisco, 
California: 1977), and unpubl.tshed data provided by AOC. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed 
where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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CALIFORNIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

175 courts, 175 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

End Beginning Filed 
____ ~--------~ __ ----------------.-------------------------Epe~n~4~i~n~g----------________________________ ~ ______________ ~~~~ 
Civild , 

Disposed 
pending 

Small cla1ms 
Other civil ••••••• ,. ....... J<~.~ .......... r ••••• t •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

~rimillald: 
Hisdeme.anor: 
Grou~ A misdeme<\.nor •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group U misdemeanor ••••••••• I , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total, .•••• 0· •••• '" ••••••••••••• .i. Olto •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordinance vi'f lations: 
Nun-traffic 1nfraction~ ••••• • _1_ ••••••• "' •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Feloay prel:f:.!linary • -=- ............................................. . 

Total criminal 

T.t'aff.tc; 
Parking: 

•••• ~ r •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Illegal parking ............................................ .. 
Other traffic violations: 

Group C misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group D misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •• 
Traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic! 

Grand total i ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
Nih 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

44,219 
13,812 

58,Oll 

36,417 
32,975 
69,392 

4,048 

~ 

83,863 

271,356 

32,509 
40,777 

584,967 
658,253 

929,609 

1,071,503 

X 
____ X ___ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
____ X ___ 

X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

____ X_ 

X 

740,445il 

~ 
26 

1,4261 
1,4521 

Triald 
Non-jury Criminal and traffic dispositionsm 

Civil .................... .. 
Criminal and trafficm •••••• 

Total ........................ . 

X 
X 

63,7381 

X 
X 

65,1901 

Convicted or bound over after guilty plea ........... 135,399 
Bail forfeiture ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 442,953 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A "" This case type is handled by the c.ourt, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury selection begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not complete: 
Traffic and grand total dispositions do not include illegal parking cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: . 
Figures are as revised by the administrative office of the courts. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Criminal ang g·!!fU.~ dispos-f,ti,ons and crimlr.nl ijnd traffic tt'iala aro for all criminal and tI'affJ.e eategorhH:i ·ekcept illegal parking. 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (San 
Francisco, California: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.l!.~ 

N/A 

N/A 

I 

I.! 

1 
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CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

84 courts, 425 judges 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

Civild , 
Small claims .................................................... . 
Other civil .................................................... . 

N/A 

~ 
390,423 
317,438 

298,112 
239,796 

N/A 
_ N/A 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor: 
Group A misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group B misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violations: 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

707,861 

315,831 
200,631 
516,462 

537,908 

286,299 
191,800 
478,099 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A Non-traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony preliminary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

25,250 
94,998 

21,564 
80,149 ~ 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Illegal parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Group C misde:neanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group 0 misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

636,710 

H, !t03,381 

247,664 
147,540 

4,028,656 

579,812 

7,226,615 

199,244 
281,858 

3,623,836 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c ............................ . ~ 4,423,860 .- 4,104,938 ~ 

Total traffic ................................................... . 

Grand total ...................................................... . 

Triald 

Civil' 
Contested •••••••••••••••••••••••• 118,381 
Uncontested •••••••••••••••••••••• 179,883 

Total ............................. 298,264 

Criminal: 
Contested........................ 14,497 
Unc:.ontes ted .~ •••••••••••••••••••• , 45,991 

Total............................. 60,488 

Traffic, 
Contested ......................... 81,361 
Uncontested •••••••••••••••••• ~... 83,870 

Total ............................. 165,231 
Total: 

Contested ........................ 214,239 
Uncontested •••••••• 1 ••••••••••••• 309,744 

Total ............................... 523,983 

Boldfac~ headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unlt of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

12,827,241 11,331,553 

14,171,812 12,449,273 

Civil dispositions 
Dismissed before trial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 239,6441 
Judgments by clerk and summary judgments ............ 113,6721 

Criminal dis posi tions 

Guilty pleas ........................................ 311,804 
Dismissed before trial/hearing •••••••••••••••••••••• 119,0021 

Bail forfeitures ••••••••• ••• •••••• ••••••• ••••••••••• 54,849 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas .................................... .. 
Bail forfeitures .................................. . 
Dismissed before trial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,068,989 
8,752,169 
1,292,688 

229,660 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

N/A 

N/A 

A trial is counted when commenced. A jury trial is commenced once jury selection begins; a non-jury trial at the point when an opening 
statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal dispositions have becn revised by the administrative office of the courts during verification of the data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1977 Annual Report of the Judicial Council and State Court Administrator (San 
Francisco, California: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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'" Colorado court system, 1976 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
94 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, civil, probate, 
and mental health except in Denver. 

- Criminal. 
- Juvenile except in Denver. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 
Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases involving 
constitutionality of statute, municipal charter 
provision, or ordinance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and Election Code. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Commission, and Banking Board. 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 

probate matters and in the 
adjudication of the mental health 
hearings. 

Constitutionality of 
statute, ordinance, or 
municipal charter provision. 

DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption, 
parentage, and support. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 
matters. 

~~~~~==~~-----WATER COURT (7) 
7 District judges serv€! 
Jurisdiction: 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
1 judge 

- Determination of water rights, 
uses and administration of water, 
and all other water matters. 

~.,,--------------.----

Court of 
record. 

---

-.. 
COUNTY COURT (63) 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $500 except 

titles to or boundary of real 
property. 

- Misdemeanors, felony 
preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 
Court not 
of re.cord. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters over $500 and under 
$5,000, small claims. 

Appeals on record from Denver County 
Courts. 

Jury trials. 

t 
Denver Court Only. 

-.. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. . MuniCipal ordinance violations and traffic. 
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COLORADO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal •••••.•••.••.•..•.•••.••.••.••.••••••..••••..••••.••• 
Other appeals: 

Statutory review •••••..•..••..•.••..••••.•••••••••••.•••.•• 
Reopened cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail reduction ..••...••..••....•..•••....••..••...••...•... 

Total •••••••.•.••••••.•••..•••••••••..•.•.•••.•••••••••.•.•• 
Total appeals •••••.•••••.••..•••.•••••.••.•.•.•.•••...••...••. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original proceedings •..••••••••.•.••.•••..••...••..••...••• 
Habeas corpus .•••••.••..•••.•••••.•••..••.•.•.•••.••..••••• 
Interlocutories .•.••.•••..••••...••..••....•••••••...•.•... 
Interrogatories ••..•.••.•••...••••.•••.•.•••.••••••.....••. 

Total •.••.••••.•..•.••.••••.•.•••.••...•.•.•.•.•••.••••.•••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Petition in certiorari .....••••.•••••.••... ~ ••.••...••••••• 
Total other cases •..••..•..••..••••••.•...•.••...••••.••...•.. 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
-X-

366 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

76 
75' 

o 
1 
o 
1 

'l5z' 

188 
19 
16 

2 
225 

274 
'lj"§'g 

651 

Written opinion .....••.••.•..•.•.. 293 
lIithout opinion ................... 377 
Transferred to Court of Appeals •• , 4 

Boldface headings indicate the classification9 used by the NCSP. 
X "" The data for this case type are known to. be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X -x- -X-

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X -x- -X-

674 343 

~:~"---------------

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado: 1976). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

10 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ........................................................ X 
Criminal .•••••••....••.••••••••.•.••..•.•...••..••...•..•..•• X 
Agency appeals: 

Industrial commission...................................... X 
Total appeals ................................................. -m 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal ••.•..••....•••.••••••••••.•.•••••..•.•.•.• 

Total other cases .•••..•••.•.••••.••.•.••••••..•.•.•••••••••.• 

Total cases 592 

Hanner of dispOSition 

Filed 

569J 
261 

85 
"9I5 

915 

Written opinion ................... 5991 
Without opinion ................... 193 
Transferred to Supreme Court ••.••. 81 

Hold face headings indica'.e the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enouv.ll information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X .. The data for th!':. case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Civil appeals filed include one reopened case. 

ISpecial source 0: revision in data: 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 

X X 
---sJj1. filii 

833 674 

Fir~~;~ are £IS revised by the office of the state court administrator because one opinion for fiscal year 1976 was withdrawn in fiscal year 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, ~nnual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado). 
Statistics are from the annual report exct!pt that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during 
verification by the office of the state court administrator. 
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COLORADO DISTRICT COURT, 
DENVER SUPERIOR COURT. DENVER JUVENILE COURT. 

AND DENVER PROBATE COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

22 districts. 99 judgesC 

July I. 1975 to June 30. 197.1 

CivUd : 
J.,aw: 

Honey demands ...................................... 1.' ••••••••• 

Auto tort: 
Negligenc~--motor vehicle ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-auto tort: 
Personal injury ..... other ••••••••• ~.) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Unclassified tort: 
Property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wrongful death .............................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Real and personal property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 ••• 

Domestic relations: 
Dissolution of marriage •••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Legal separation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Invalidity of marriage 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• , 

Child eus tody "", .. ,"""""""""", .. ,""""""',' 
Reciprocal nonsupport interstate •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Reciprocal nonsupport intrastate •••••• 0 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Miscellaneous ••• 0" •••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••• , •••• 0 •••••••••••• 0. 

Total ••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••• 

Probate: 
Intestates ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Testates •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~., ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estates •••• 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Guardianships .0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Conservatorships 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••• o ••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 0 ••• 

Hiscellaneous 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 • 0 •• 

Total • ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.' • 0 •••••••••••••••• 0.0 ••••• o. 
Mental health: 

Short-term treatment ••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0'0 •••••••••••••••••••• • 

Uevelopmentally disabled admissions 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Petition for evaluation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Long-term treatment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 
Involuntary commitment of alcohu1.ic •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• o. 
Other •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0. 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0. 

Total ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Administrative: 
Administrative review nnd local government ••• o. 0 •••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
County court appeals ............... 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

24,588 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

18,722 f 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
731f 

X 

x 
Extraordinary writs: 

Hiscellaneousj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0.0. 0 •• 0...... __ X_ 

Total eivUk 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminalj 
Other criminal: 

Non-offensej •• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 0 

Appeals: 
Hunictpal and County Court appeals •••••••••••••••••••••• o ••• 

Total criminalk 

Juvenile: 
D.f:linquency •••• 0 ................... 00. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglect ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 

Status offenses: 
Child in need of supervision ••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Relinquishments •••••••••••• 000 •• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0., ..... .. 

Ado ptionsj ............................ " ............ , .... ,,' 
Paternity ana supportj ••••••••••••••••• 0.00 ••••••• 0.0 ••••••• 

Hiscellaneous •••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Total 0 ••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 

Total juvenilek 

Grand total k ••••••• 0. e •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

73,424 

x 

X 

__ X_ 

10,031 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

a,795 

Filed 

14,986 

751 

929 

1,439 
131 

1,570 

5,269 

23,028 
481 
165 
229 

5,497 
791 
170 

30,361 

1,399 
3,152 

331 
222 
549 
362 

6,015 

483 
60 

890 
23 
91 

127 
1,674 

463 

58 

2J!.!L 
65,893 

10,972 

347 

~ 

11,641 

5,909 
1,757 

731 

456 
2,348 
4,401 

803 
8,008 

16,405 

93,939 

Post judgment 
actions filed 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

7,619 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
282 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
249 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

16,142 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

2,693 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X _ 

6,433 

25,268 

Disposed 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

44,728 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

5,966 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,847 

X 

X 

__ X _ 

89,934 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

13,760 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

24,015 

127,709 

End 
pending 

x 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

17,840 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

19,053 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
807 

X 

X 

__X _ 

65,525 

X 

X 

__X_ 

10,605 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X __ x _ 

7,6hi 

83,748 

(continued on next page) 
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Colorado District Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Five of these 99 judges serve in the Denver Superior, Juvenile, and Probate Courts. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

fSeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending fiuure for the 1975 court year: 
These figures have changed because of the inclusion of Denver Probate Court pending figures, which had not previously been reported. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Miscellaneous includes habeas corpus and other remedial writs, injunctions, etc. 
Criminal includes felonies as well as cases filed as felonies but reduced to misdemeanors. 
Non-offense cases include extraditions, revocations, parole. and release frOID commitment hearings. 
Adoptions and paternity and support are included in the juvenile figures because pendings and disposittons could not be separated from other 

Juven:f.l.e data. 
kAdditional information: 

Total civil category includes 29,383 beginning pending cases, 7,992 post judgment actions filed, 37.393 disposed, and 27,625 pending at the 
end that were not previously displayed in this table. These relate to the 27,843 cases filed in the law, auto tort, non-auto tort, 
Wlclastilfied tort, property rights, administrative, appeals, and extraordinary writs categories. 

Total filings as displayed on the Part I t:able include post judgment actions filed. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORADO WATER COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 7 district judges serve 
July 1. 1975 to June 30. 1976 

~=--------==--=---------------------=----------------~B~e~g~in~n~i~n~g---=--~----------~v~o~;~t~j~ud~g--m--e--n~t--~----------------~~~-E~ndl--

pendi ng Filed ac.tions f~:,1"'e::.:d'-___ D_i_sp_o_s_e_d ____ ..Jpt:.:e::.n:::d=-i:!Jng"--

CivUd : 
Property rights: 

l4ater adjudications ••••••• 0" 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Diligence findings •••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Review petitions •••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Otherj ""',","',', .. ""","',",', .. ,',',, .. ,"""",' 
Total •••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••• & 0 0 ••••• 00 ••••• 000.0 ••••••••• 0 •• 

Total civil 

X 
X 
X 
X 

5,672 

5,672 

Cirand total •••• 0 ••••••• 0. 0 eo ••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •• 0...... 5,672 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

1,1,41 
171 

2 
26 

1,640 

1,640 

1,640 

165 
36 
o 
3 
~ 

204 

204 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but \>lere not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since District Cou:'t judges serve. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

jexplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" includes cases involving springs, waste waters, etc. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

3,752 

3,752 

3,752 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

175 

X 
X 
X 
X 

3,764 

3,764 

3,764 

~ 
, . ....,....."""""~-:~~:-; ... 



Total civil 

COLORADO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

63 counties, 106 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

8,955 

Hisdeme.'lnor •••.•.•..•.•••••.••.•••..•.•..••..••••..•••.••••.••• 
Pelony preliminary! ........•....•..•........•.••......•........ 

11,509 
___ 0 

Total criminal ...•••••.••.......••.•........•••....••••.•....•.• 11 ,509 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ........................................... ~ .•..••.. 37,613 

Grand total .•••••••.••...•.•••••••.••••••••••...•••.•....•.•••••. 58,077 

Jury triald 

Civil ...................... 56 
Criminal ................... 246 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••••• 743 

Total ....................... 1,045 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dense definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

47,617 

25,742 
Jh1lQ 

41,862 

142,420 

231,899 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is thr& number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

iOata are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

46,392 10,180 

25,508 11,743 
Jh1lQ ___ 0 

41,628 11,743 

142,611 37,422 

230,631 59,345 

r~elony advisements (no complaints lodged) data were not available for Denver County. Data for other felony preliminaries were available and 
included for. Denver County. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 (D.,:!Over, Colorado). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

197 courts, 174 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Hunicipal Court for fiscal year 1975-76. 
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• 
_G ____ ~~~::~> '·,·"' ....... :''?'·~-<-· .... r .... ' .... , ..... ~~=~ ______________ , 

Connecticut court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from appellate session of Superior Court 

upon certification. 
• Appeals as a matter of right from decisions of 

Superior and Common Pleas Courts (exceRt 
zoning which must be certified by two justices). 

SUPERIOR COURT (9) 
45 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law and equity over $7,500 (exclusive over 

$15,000), divorce. 
- Criminal (exclusive Jurisdiction if sentence 

greater than 5 years). 
Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 
Appeals on record from Juvenile Court. 

Appellate session hears appeals from Court of 
Common Pleas. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (19) 
61 judges 
Jurisdiction: ..,.-1--------------1- Civil law and equity under $15,000. 

JUVENILE COURT (3) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in matters of juvenile 
delinquency, dependency and neglect. 

~-----------,.------------~ 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

- Criminal cases with possible fine less than 
$1,000 and/or sentence less than 1 year. 

Jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (129) 
129 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil jurisdiction in probate matters. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

6 justices 
October 1975 to September 1976 

Cases: 
Appear .. 

Civil: 
Contracts ..•..••••••.•••.••...•••••..••..••..••.•...••.••.• 
Equi ty .................................................... . 
Negligence ••••••••.•••..••....•.•••.•.••••••••...•.••••••.. 
Other torts •••••.•••..••...••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• 

Construction of wills .•..•.•..•..••...••..••.......•.•.•... 
Total ...•.•.•....••.••.•.••.••.... 0.1 •••••••••••••• I •• I ••••• 

Criminal •••••••••.•••.••...••••••••..••••••••••.••••••••••.•• 
Agency appeals •••••••••.••.•.•••••.•••.•••••••..••••••••.•••• 
Other appeals: 

Miscellaneous .••........•.•......•• I ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 o •••••• 

Total appeals .. o ••••••••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••• •• 

Other cases: 
Orig1nal proceedings .•••......•..••.. 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 

Requests to ap~al: 
Petitions fo1' certification .....•.•..•. 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ...•....•..........•..•.•.....•....• , .•.•.... 

Total cases •....•....•...•....... I •••• 0 I "' o •••••••••• , •• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ••..•..•....••..........•.•........•.•.....••.•.•..... 
Reservations ••...••... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. I •••••••• I 

Total ..•..•...•. 0" 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 1.1 •••••••• 

Total other procl:!etiings 

Beginning 
pending 

'N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N1A 

N/A 
N1A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

..ll.!..!!... 
N/A 

Disposition of appeals 

FUed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N1A 

N/A 
N1A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

..ll.!..!!... 
N/A 

Affirmed .......................... 138 
Reversed .. 0 •••••• I I 0 ••••••••• I ••• I 22 
Reverseu and remanded .........••.. 32 

Holdface headings indicate the 1!1assifications used by the NCSP. 
Hlank space - Not enough int'ormation is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed End 
pending 

13 N/A 
17 N/A 
28 N/A 

7 N/A 
2 N/A 

t.7 N/A 
44 N/A 
34 N/A 

47 N/A 
---m- N1A 

49 N/A 
~ N1A 

241 N/A 

386 N/A 
3 N/A 
~ ..ll.!..!!... 

389 N/A 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, ,Iudicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 courts. 45 judges 
1975 to 1976b 

Civlld : 
Auto tort: 

Vehicular torts I I •••••• I I •••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 0 •••••••• O. I •••••••• 0 

Non-auto tort: 
Torts, other than vehicular •.•.•••. I I •• "" ~. I. I. ~ ••••• 0" I I I •• 

Contract •..• I ••••• I • I 0 • I • I ••••••• I •••• I ••••••••••• I 0 •• 0 ••• I ••• I 

Property right.: 
Property, such as foreclosure ...... 0" •• I. I ...... 0 ••••••••• I •••• 

Eminent domain ........ I 0 ••••••••• I ............ 0 ................... . 

Total. 0 .............. 1 •••••••• 0 •••• I 0 .......... 1.0 ...... I ••• 0 .... . 

Domestic relations: 
Family docket ... I ..... I I ••••• I ......... I •••••• I •••••••••• "'" 0" I. 

Probate: 
Wills. estates. etc. II •• I •••• "' ~ •••• 0 ••••••••• 1 •••• 0 •• I •••••• 

Ad.inistrative: 
Administrative appeals 1 •••• 0 ... 0 •••••• 0 I ••• I .......... 0 •• I ...... . 

Other civil: 
Miscellaneous. including injunctive relief .1 ....... 110 ••••••• 

Appeals: 
Appellate sesslonj •.••.. I I ....... 0 ........... I 0 0 .... 1 ••••••••• 0 I 0 

Total civil 

Criudnald : 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal categoriesj . 0 i .................... I I ••••• O. I I .......... . 

Appeals •. I ••••• 1 .......... 0 I ..... I ••• I I 1.0. 0 I ........... I ....... , •• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Jua 
Ci1lil ..................... 332 
Criminal 10 ....... -II •••• .... 0. 102 

Total ...................... 434 

Triald 
Non-jury 

1,515 
31 

1,546 

Beginning 
pending 

7,417 

4,641 
3,227 

i ,269 
375 

1,644 

13,347£ 

271 

678 

1,604 

132 

3,370 

36,331£ 

~ 
1,847 

133 
1,980 

Time interval (average months) 
Civil: 

FUed Disposed 

3,062 2,908 

1,899 1,531 
1,745 1,459 

1,896 1,653 
230 256 

2,126 1,909 

15,453 15,555 

186 179 

227 414 

1,095 1,040 

-ill --1Z1 
26,004 25,168 

4,5551 4,1001 

---..UL ---..UL 
4,555 1,,100 

30,559 29,268 

Criminal dispositions 
Guil ty plea .................... . 
Trial conviction ................. . 
Total conviction .•.•.•..... 0 •••• 

Acquitted """."""""".". 
l)ismissed, quashed .............. . 
Nolled. withdrawn, transfer 10. I. 

Return day to disposition .•• I ............... I I ••• 0 •••••••••••• 16.1 
Date claimed for trial list to jury trial ........ " ...... " .. 32.0 
bate claimed for trial list to non·'jury trial .... " .. " .. " .. 23.9 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

3,148 
78 

3,226 
55 

100 
719 

End 
pending 

7,571 

5,009 
3,511 

l,j12 
349 

1,861 

13,245 

278 

491 

1,659 

33,797 

3,848g1 

---..UL 
3,848g 

37,645& 

Th~9~!~il data are for the period September 1, 1975 to August 31, 1976. The criminal data are for the fiscal year July 1, 1975 to June 30, 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing -of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 
The number of pending cases was adjusted by the offiCi! of the chief court administrator to reflect transfers and otht1r related year-end 

input. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported. 
jExplanatlon of data included in the category: 

Appellate session appealtl are both civil and criminal. 
Criminal categories are felonies and misdemeanors. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Data were obtained from unpublished report. 

Source: Chi~f Court Administ.t:3cor. Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977). 
Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions 
and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the Executive Secretary. 
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CONNECTICUT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

19 courts J 61 judges 
1975 to 1976b 

Beginning 
pending 

Small claims ................................................... III A 
Domestic relations: 

Family docket •••••.•••••....••.•••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Nonfamily docket ••••••••.•.•.•••.•.•..••••••••.•.•••..•.••.•• 
Civil--geographical areas .........••.•.........•••......••.•• 

Total .................................... ·· .•. ·•·······••····· . 

20 

28,072 
14,588 
42,660 

Total civil ..................................................... 42,680i 

Crlminald ; 
Kisdemeanor: 

Criminal..................................................... 19,772 

Total criminal .......•.••............•............•.....•....... 19,772 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ...••...................•..•.• ~ ......•..•...... , •.. 17,730 

Grand total.... ...•• ••.•.. ... .•. ••... ......•.•..•..•..•.•• ....•.• 80,182 i 

:!.!!EX. 

-------------
Triald 

~lon-jury 

Filed 

94,595 

30,790 
14,737 
45,527 

140,130 

91,191 

227,2(\/ 

458,528 

Disposed 

N/A 

26,699 
24,925 
51,624 

51,625i 

95,907 

95,907 

225,446 

372,978i 

Time interval (average months) 

End 
pending 

N/A 

'<7 

32,163 
4,400 

36,563 

36,590i 

15,263& 

15,263& 

17,454g 

69,3078i 

Civilm ....................... 251 ! ,086 
Total 

1,337 
Return day to disposition .........••.••........•..• 14.5 
Date claimed for trial list to jury trial .....•.•.. 16.3 
Date claimed for trial list to non-jury trial ...... 22.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP~ 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The civil data are for the period September 1, 1975 to August 31, 1976. The criminal data are for fiscal year July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976. 

dease defininition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or compla1.nt. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury erial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the al\nual report. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil and grand total pending and disposed do not include small claims cases. Small claims data are included in the filing figures. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial data are only foJ:' family docket and non family docket cases. 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are only for family docket and non family dock~l cases. 

Source: Chief Court Adminis ,rator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977). 
Statistics are f~;'ll the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdictIon 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Domestic relations: 

Beginning 
pending 

Adoptions and terminations ...•..•.•..•.•..••..•.•••...••..•.. N/A 
Marriages ..••..••..••...••••..•••..••....•....••....•••...••• N/ A 

Total ........................................... ·••••••••••••• N/A 
Probate: 

Decedent I S estate •••...•.....•....••.••••..•••....•••..•••... 
Guardianship ...•...••..•.••....•...••...••....••....•••...••• 
Trustees ....•... I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..•.•.••...••...•....•.....•••..•....••....••••...••....• 
Mental health: 

Commi tmen ts .•..••..••.••..•••.••••..•••...•.....••.•..•.••... 
Conservators ..••.....•....•••...••...••....•••...••....••.... 

Total ...•••...•••..•...•.•....•.....••.....•...•.•...•••...••• 

Total civil ...••...•••....••....•.. e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ....••.•.•.•....••....•......•..•••....••.....••...••. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/.\ 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!!.!!... 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count! 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaInt. 

Filed 

2,334 
773 

3,107 

33,770 
2,087 
6,419 

42,276 

1,808 
4,023 

...Mll 
51,214 

51,214 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
ilIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!!.!!... 
N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!!.!!... 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1977). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CONNECTICUT JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 6 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ......•....•......•....•••.....••...•....••.....•... 
Dependency and neglect ••.•..••......•...••..••.•..•.•••...•••.. 

Total juvenile ............•.....••....•....••...••...••••...•••. 

Grand total ....•........•••....•....•.•...••....•....••......•..• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

1,692 

Filed 

13,709 
---.ill. 
14,452 

14,452 

Disposed 

14,021 
-E 
14,800 

14,800 

S0l!rce: Chief Court Admin1.strator J Judicial Department, Report of the Juvenile Court 1976 (Hartford, Connecticut: 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1977). 
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End 
pending 

1,002 
~ 

1,344 

1,344 

Statistics are from 



('-, 
Delaware court system, 1976 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all equity 
cases. Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial matters, 
contractual matters, guardianships, 
trusts, estates. 

No jury trials. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (3) 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. 
- Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside 
Wilmington. 

No jury trials In New Castle. 
Jury trials in Kent and'Sussex. 

JUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE COURT (15) 
53 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1 ,500. 

- Minor misdemeanors, motor vehicle cases 
(except felonies). Committing magistrate. 
No criminal jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

Jury trials in landlord/tenant cases only. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil (except equity) jurisdiction. 
Exclusive jurisdiction over adoptions and 
termination of parental rights and 
involuntary commitments of mentally ill. 
Divorces. 

- Original criminal jurisdiction. Exclusive 
felony jurisdiction. 

Appeals on record from Court of Common 
Pleas and administrative agencies. 

Appeals de novo from other counties. 
Jury trials. 

- .. --

. -- -

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
17 aldermen 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor civil actions in some cour';' 
- Minor misdemeanors. Municip"" 

o.rdinance violations. Committing 
magistrate in some courts, Traffic 
offenses, parking violalions. 

No jury trials. 
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Non-support 
Separate maintenance 

FAMILY COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Support, divorce, annulment, separate 
maintenance, custody. 

- Child corruption, intrafamily crimes 
(excluding felonies). 

- Dependency and neglect, deliquency. 
Juvenile traffic violations. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
OF WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanor, traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, preliminary 
hearings in Wilmington only. 

No jury trials. 

1 
'j 
1 

DELAWARE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

3 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
'Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals j •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original pr1.'ceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
RequestB to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,' •••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

jE?,planation of data included in the category: 

Beginning 
pending 

139 
94 

2'33 

(j) 

-.ill 
(j) 

233 

All matters reported by the court are classified as civil or criminal appeals. 

1976 

Filed 

219 
116 -m 

(j) 

-.ill. 
(J) 

335 

Disposed 

172 
110 

"282 

(j) 
(i) 

C1i 

282 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976, 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary 
Data are reported quarterly; calendar year 1976 was computed frOID the two fiscal year reports. 

(Wilmington, Delaware: 

DELAWARE SUPERIOR COURT" 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties. 11 judges 
July 1, 1975 'to June 30, 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Complaints ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Hortgages and mechanic I s liens ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 0" 

Adoption and termination •••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 o ••••••••••••• , 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous •••••••• 0" ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 

Involuntary commitments .;; .................................... 0 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crimina1d : 
Felony /misdemeanor: 

Crimina1j •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Criminal 
Total 
""2'(i'9r1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

x 

1, il21 
1761 

1,288 

x 
01 

_X_ 

3,963 

1,593 

5,556 

Filed 

1,927 

636 

1,370. 
395 

1,765 

554 
531 

~ 

4,935 

3,7861 

-ill... 
3,786 

8,721 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea ••••••••••••••• o •••••••••••• ,.o •• 
Trial conviction ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Disposed 

1,370 

572 

2,390· 
407 

2,797 

493 
331 

~ 

5,265 

4,022 

-ill... 
4,022 

9,287 

2,294 
327 

91 
72 

1,148 

Uivorces filed and disposed are for a 5-month period only (July 1975 through November 1975). Jurisdiction for these cases was 
transferred to Family Court beginning December 1975. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

186 
100 

--z86 

(j) 

--+* (j 
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1976, 1977). 

End 
pending 

x 

x 

921 

1641 
256 

X 
201 

_X_ 

3,633 

1,3571 

-ill... 
1,357 

4,990 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, transfer, appeal, or reinstatement. A defendant 
with a consecutively numbered series of informations, appeals, or transfers filed on the same day would be counted as one defendant. 

A jury trial is CO:,I ':tced when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when ~m opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iOata are not complete: 
Criminal trial figures are for a 6-month perJod only (January 1 through June 3D, 1976). Figures for the previous 6 months are 

unavailable. 
jExplanation of data included in the catf!gory: 

Criminal cases include appeals that are tried de novo. 
lSp(;cial source or revision in data: 

•. Figure was corrected by the administr.ati"e office of the courts during an audit for preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware 
Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of .the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except th,'lt totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during 
verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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DELAWARE COURT OF CHANCERY 
Court of general jurisdicticm 

3 counties, 3 chancellors 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Probate: 
Estates .••..••.•••..•.•..•.•.•••.•.•.•.••••••••••••.••.•••.•• 
Guardians for minors .••••••••.••.•••••.•••••••••••.••••.•••.• 
Guardian· for infirm .•••.•.•••• ., •....•.••••••••.•.•••••••..•• 
Trusts ..••••.•••.•.•.•••.••.•.••..••.•.•••••..•.••.••••.••.•• 
Other matters ••.••..••..•.•.•.•.••••••..•.•...••••.•.••••.••• 

Total ......•...••••.•..•.•...•.. ! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health: 

Trustees for mentally ill ...•.....•..•....•.....•.....•....•• 
Other civil: 

Cascsj ............................ "" ••.•.•.•.•••..•.•.••.•.•.• 

Total civil 

Grand to tal .••.•.•..••••••.•..•.••.•.• <I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dense definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

3,147 
1,009 

519 
1,869 

262 
6,806 

151 

7,587 

7,587 

A civil ca~e is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
jExpl.:mation of data included in the category: 

Filed 

" ,634 
190 
129 
158 
1331 

2,244 

12 

~ 

2,664 

2,664 

Disposed 

1,8461 
134 

51 
155 
1011 

2,287 

389 

2,679 

2,679 

End 
pending 

2,935 
1,065 

597 
1,872 

2941 
6,763 

160 

649 

7,572 

7,572 

Ca&~s include corporate cases, e.qllity, real property disputes (boundaries and title), commercial matters, contractual matt.et's, Delaware's 
"Sl!nshine Law," etc. Corporate matters take up the bulk of time. 

ISpecial S,:'lurce or revision in data: 
Figure ,,"''1S corrected by the administrative offic~ of the courts during an audit for preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware 
~. 

Source: Director, t..!iminlstrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are frOID the ani11181 report except t.hat totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 

DELAWARE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 5 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Begindning Filed Disposed End pen in~~ ________________________________________________ ~p~e~n~d~in~gL-

Auto tort •.••••••.•••.•.•••••.•..••.•..•••.••.•••••••.•••..•.•• 
Othe~ civil ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Hisdemeanor: 

x 
_X_ 

2,056 

Criminal ..................................................... -ill 

Total criminal ............ ,"- ................................... . ~27 

Grand total ...................................................... . 2,883 

Jury trialad 

Criminal 

Boldface headings indicate th~ classifications used by the NCSP. 

75 

334 
3,020 

3,354 

5,762 

5,762 

9,116 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by catego .... y. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

x 
_X_ 

3,244 

5,645 

5,645 

8,889 

Jury trials are not handled in the New Castle County Court of Common Pleas; jury trials are held in Kent and Sussex Counties. 
d demand is made in Nev. Castle County, the i!ase i.s transferred to the Superior Court. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal cast! unit of count is the nunttler of charges. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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1976). 

x 
_X_ 

2,166 

3,110 

If a jury 

Statistics 

""======-,~---------------,--------~---.-------
'. 

• 

DELAWARE FAMILY COURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts. 11 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Fleginning Filed Disposed End 
____ ~----------------------------------------------------.~p~e~nd~i~n~gL---._------__ ~ ________________ ~ _________________ ~ 

Civild : 
Do.est1c relations: 

Divorce and annulmentsB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Adultsj ..................................................... . 

Total civil 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic--juvenile •••••••..••.••••••••••.••••••••.•••.•.••..•• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••••.•.•••.•••..••••.....•••••.•..••••••••••.•••• 

Total juvenile 

GraI"d total •.••.•.••••.. ~ •••• , ..•••..•••.• ~ ••.•••.•.•••••..•..••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

1,735 

1,789 

234 

234 

2,166 

2,166 

4,189 

1,899 

8,6231 

10,522 

~ 

1,612 

~l 

9,8231 

21,957 

984 

~l 

9,632 

~ 

1,580 

~l 

9,6091 

20,821 

969 

2,679 

266 

266 

2,380 

2,380 

5,325 

Divorce and annulment cases were transferred to the jurisdiction of the Family Court after November 1975; therefore, these figures reflect 
filings beginning December 1, 1975. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with t:he filing of a petition or complaint. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The beginning pending figure for divorce and annulments is the number pending on December 1, 1975. 
The adults category includes both civil and criminal cases. In New Castle County, adult criminal informations represented 16.7% of the 

total adult civil and criminal actions handled by that court. Civil and criminal breakdowns were not available for t.he other two courts. 
ISpecia1. source or reVision in data: 

Other civil and delinquency filed and disposed figures were corrected by the administrative office of the courts during an audit for 
preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

IIUNICIPAL COURT OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 3 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Criminalj .•..•••....•.•.•••.••..•••.•.••.•••.•.•....•..••.••• ~ 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic w ............ ~ ..................................... . 
Grand to tal •..•••••••..•••.••••..••..•••••••••••....••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

8,754 

485 12,265 

1,163 21,019 

Criminal cases include misdemeanor cases, ordinance violations, and preliminary hearings. 

Disposed 

~ 

8,979 

12,235 

21,214 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington. Delaware: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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End 
pending 

~ 

453 

515 

968 

1976). Statistics 

• 
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Small claims: 

DELAWARE ALDERIIAN' S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 17 aldermen 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ~ 

Total civil N/A 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

IOata are not complete: 

Filed 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

~i 

342i 

~i 

1,I05i 

1I,497i 

13,503i 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed figures are minimums because breakdowns in some courts are unavailable. In addition, the disposed column does not sum to the grand 
total figure because of the lack of breakdown in some courts. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been mad~ during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 

DELAWARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court oi"limited jurisdiction 

15 courts .. '!;3 j~tices of the peace 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Total civil 

Crimina1d : 
MisdemeaLlor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony preliminary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Fishl game ................................................... . 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Beginning 
pending 

3,988 

x 
x 

x 
x 

_X_ 

X 

x 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,554 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

13,841 

16,325j 
1,186 

1,536 
3,471 

2.t.Q.Ql 

22,518 

62,781 

99,140 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civ1.l case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Preliminary hearings were held in 2,170 of the misdemeanor cases. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

13,001 4,ij28 

x x 
x x 

x x 
x x 

__ x_ _x_ 

x x 

x X 

98,3881 5,3061 

Figure was corrected by the administrative office of the courts during an audit for preparation of the 1977 Annual Report of the Delaware 
Judiciary. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1976). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 
the administrative office of the courts. 
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District of Columbia court system, 1976 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Appeals from the Superior Court and 

certain District of Columbia agencies. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
health, Intrafamily and neglect, 
probate. 

· Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 
ordinance violations. 

· Family: juvenile. 
Jury trials. 
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DISTInCT OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

, judges 
January If'! 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Agency appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••• 

Total appea1sj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other case.s: 
Original proceedings: 

Disclpli nary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests t,o appeal ........................................... . 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Procedural motions 
Substantive motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

l,l03fh 

o 
o 

__ 0 

o 

Filed 

346 
826 
170 

1,342 

L,369 

5,628 
1,737 

2..365 

7,365 

Time interval (average days) 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 
X X 

--r;T97 T,248h 

27 0 
---.ill ---.ill 

27 0 

1,224 l,248h 

5,628 0 
1,737 0 

...l...ill. __ 0 

7,365 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opinion............. 307 
Judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 373 
By order •••••••••••••••••••• 517 

Notice of appeal to filing of record .0................................... 82 
Filing of record until briefing is completed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 122 
Completed briefing to argument ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 101 
Argument to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 127 
Notice of appeal to decision.............................................. 432 

Boldface he.adings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X :z The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure WilS computed: 

Pending figure was estimated froln bar graphs presented in annual report. 
jE,xplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals include appeals and petitions for review. 

Source; Joint Committee and Executive Officer, 1976 Annual Report (Washington, D. C.). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SUPERIOR COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 44 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Civil jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil non-jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Landlord and tenant ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Divorce ....................................................... . 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Paternity • 0 ~ .......... 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Support •••••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Reciprocal support •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••• 

Intrafamily ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate; 

Decedents' estates •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Hinors I estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Total ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
judicial petitions ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adainistrative: 
Civil tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal tax .......................... ~ •••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••• 

Other ci viI: 
Auditor~aster division ...................... 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 

Beginning 
pending 

3,113 
574 

3,687 
1,955 

444 

3,963 
168 
359 
584 
975 
482f 

6,531 f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

70 

103 
28 

131 

296 

Habeas corpus •••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 2_5 

Total civil .......................................... :- ......... . 13,139fi 

188 

Filed 

3,657 
1,780 
5,437 

38,044 

114,408 

3,990 
388 
406 
242 
887 
818 

6,731 

2,416 
152 

2,568 

760 

68 
56Zk 
630 

1,475 

___ 6 

170,059 

Disposed End 
pending 

2,840 3,930 
1,225 1,129 
4,065 5,059 

37,936 2,063 

114,564 288 

3,122 4,831 
346 210 
370 395 
150 676 
983 879 
795 505 

5,766 7,496 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

726 104 

53 118 
68 522 

121 640 

1,438 333 

___ 5 __ 2_6 

164,621i 16,009i 

(continued on next page) 
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District of Columbia Superior Court (continued) 

Criminald : 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,008 
KisdCDle8nor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.0... 3,299 
Ordinance violations: 

Major triable District of Columbia cases ••••••••• 0 ... 0....... 12 
Other District of Columbia cases ••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 .. 0........ 225 

total.......................................................... 237 
Felony preliminary: 

Preliminary hearings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 243 
Extraordinary wri ts: 

Special operationsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• __ 4_5 

Total criminal 5,832 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 0 

Major triable traffic ......................................... 1,209 
Other traffic................................................ 3,078 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total traffic ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ....... ~. , ! I •••••••••••••• 4,287 

..Juvenile: 
Delinquency ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 , 61 B 
Dependency and neglect: 

Neglect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 225f 
Status offenses: 

Person in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~j 

Total juvenile.................................................. l,967 f 

Grand total 25,225fi 

Tda1d 

4,22i! 
14,4ZY 

117 
3,060 
3,177 

8,073 

~ 

31,956 

4,297 
93,606 
97,903 

97,903 

6,236 

565 

~ 

7,391 

307,309 

Civllm ••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••• 
Traffic •••••••• 

~ 
230 

1,167 
36 

1,433 

Non-jury 
164 
742 
905 

Total 
394 

1,909 
941 

3,244 

Civil dispositionsm 

Settled out of court •••••• 0 o. 
Dismissed before trial I •••••• 

Removed from calendar .0 •••••• 
Settled at pretrial or 

1,745 
690 
199 

Total ••••••••••• 1,811 

Traffic dispositions 
Guil ty plea ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi ........... 0 

No paper ................. . 
Transfer rule 105 ••••••• 
Absconded ••••• o ••••••••• 

Security forfeit •••••••• 
Otherm 

00 •• 0 ••••••••••••• 

6,040 
3,063 

11,693 
3,852 

11 
1,999 
9,367 

58,357 

trial conference •••••••••••• 
Summary judgment ••••••••••••• 
Settlement ••••••••••••••••• 0. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

585 
37 
71 

4,759 1,476 
14,305 3,221g 

95 34 
3,073 2488 
3,168 282g 

8,139 177 

_ 2,047 __ 4_8 

32,418 5,2048 

4,,052 1,454 
91,271 5,413 
95,323 ~ 

95,323 6,867 

7,036 818 

609 181 

~ _ . ..lQ2.h 

8,254 1,104 

300,616i 29,184i 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea ••••••••••• 6,789 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 1,511 
Nolle prosequi........ 5,888 
No paper •••••••••••••• 6,393 
Transfer rule 105 ••••• 427 
Absconded .... t r........ 2,112 
Mental oboervation ..... 149 
Security forfeit •••••• 571 

Superj,or Court data are displayed according to case types, not court divisions as they exist; in the Superior Court. 
Civil Division handles civil jury, civil non-jury, small claims, and landlord and tenant cases. Family Division handles divorce, adoption, 
paternity, support, reciprocal support, intrafamily, judicial petitions, habeas corpus, delinquency, neglect, and person in need of 
supervision cases. Probate Division handles decedents' estates and minors' estates cases. Tax Division handles civil tax and criminal 
tax cases. Criminal Division handles all criminal and tr.9.ffic cases. 

dense definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 co\trt year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

End pending figure was computed from beginning pending, filed, and disposed data. 
iData are not complete; 

Total civil and grand total pending and disposed do not include estate cases. Estate caseS are included in the filing figures. 
jExplanation of data included in the category; 

Special operations include fugitive from justice complaints, writs of habeas corpus, out of state witnesses, and show cause of contempt 
proceedings. 

Persons in need of supervision beginning pendtng figure is the end pending figure for 1975. 
kAdditional information: 

The 562 criminal tax C8.ses filed indicate the number of charges brought against 51 individuals and organizations. 
mCategories for dispositions type or trial data; 

Civil trials and civil dispositions are for law cases only. 
Other traffic dispositions are defendants whose cases are in the traffic summons stage in accordance with procedures outlined in the Traffic 

Violation Notice Systems. 

Source: Joint Committee and Executive Officer, 1976 Annual Report (Washington, D.C.). Statistics are from the annual report except: that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

189 



Constitutional question. 
Death penalty. 
Bond validation. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. Traffic. 
No jury trials. 

Florida court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs of certiorari 

from lower courts, agencies, and commissions. 
- Direct appeals on constitutional questions, death 

penalty, bond validation, and cases of great 
public interest. 

DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL (4) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs of certiorari 
from Circuit Courts, agencies, and commissions. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
273judgss 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions at law over $2,500. Domestic relations, 

probate, guardianship, mental health, equity. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (67) 
164 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions at law under $2,500, small claims. 
- Miso'emeanors, ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. L-___________ • ____________ ~ 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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FLORIDA SUPRE!IE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Total appeals .••••••.••••.•••••••.•.••• I •••••••••••••••••••• , • 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••• ~ I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manc!amus •• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition .••.•••••••.•••.••..•.•••••.•••••••••••••••. I ••• 

Florida Bar (disciplinary) ................................ . 
Certified questions •• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Board of bar examiners ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Total ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Writs of certiorari from: 
District Court of Appeal ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :. •• 
Industrial Relations Commission ••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Public Service Commission ••••••••.•••••••.••••••••.•••••• 
Other •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cas~s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••.•••••• 

Other proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

-X-

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

1,159 

Filed 

288 
76 
28 
97 
15 
54 
69 

627 

1,089 
10 

179 
22 

2 
1,302 
1,929 

2,214 

Rehearing requests •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -2Qi 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• I ••••••••••• SOb 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion.............. 274 
Per curiam •••••••• 1 ••••••••• 1 141 
Disposition by order II ••••••• 1,975 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by I,~ategory. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

----------,---

Disposed End 
pending 

278 -X-

281 X 
78 X 
22 X 

107 X 
II X 
60 X 
67 X 

626 X 

1,225 X 
10 X 

210 X 
38 X 

3 X 
1,486 X 
2,112 -X-

2,390 983 

~ -ill 
435 133 

Source: State Court Administrator. Judicial System Statistical Report 1976 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the annual report 
except tha.t totals have been computed where necessary. 
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FLORIDA DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 districts, 20 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 

Cases! 
Appeals ....................................................... . 

Total appeals •.•..•..•.•.....•.•..•.....••••.••••.••••.••••..• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings; 

Other original writs .•.••.••..•.•.•... , .•...••••••.....•..• 
Otherj .................................................... . 

Total .•••••..•.••.........••.•••••••.•..•••.••.......•..•.•• 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiora:ri ••••••••••.•••.•.•••••••••••••••••.•..••••••••••• 
Total other cases ..•.••.•.••.•.•••....•...•.•••..••••••....•.. 

To tal cascs ..•...•.......•••••••••.............•••.•••••••...... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••...•••.........•••••..•.•.•.• 0 ••••••••••• 0. 

Total other proceed:~\c:J'" '. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
-X-

X 
x, 
X 

X 
-X-

5,ll8h 

Hanner of disposition 

1976 

Filed 

7,931 
7,931 

612 
54 

666 

532 
1,198 

9,129 

1,381 

1,381 

Written opinion .0 ................... 1,311 
Per curiam .•.••.•.•••.••..•••.•••.•. 3,823 
Voluntary dismissal (appeal) ......... 1,256 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 
Heginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

jr:xplnnation of data included in the category: 
"Other" category includes reinstated appeals and certified questions. 

Disposed End 
pending 

7,392 X 
7,392 -X-

484 X 
19 X 

503 X 

285 X 
-m -X-

8,180 6,067 

1,366 ~ 

1,366 384 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report 1976 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

FLORIDA CIRCUIT COURTb 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 273 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Auto tortj 
Non-auto tort: 

All other negligencej ...............•.••.•...........•.....•. 
Nedical malpracticej ........................................ . 
Hedical malpractice cases litigated in courtj .••...•.....•..• 

Total •.••...•.•.••.....•.......•.••••..•••...........•.••••••. 
Unclassified tort: 

Negl1gencej ................................................. . 
CQntract: 

Contracts and indebtedness •.•..•••..•••..•...•..•••.••.•...•• 
Property rights: 

Eminent domain ......•...•••.•.•••.•.......• 0.0 ••••••••••••••• 

Landlord and tenant ...•........•••••••••....•....•••.•••..•.• 
Hortgage foreclosuresj •.......• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Real property ............................................... . 
Replevin--liens--foreclosuresj •..•...•.•..••.•.•••••.... 0 •••• 

Total ....•...•.••.••.•.••••••••......•• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Dissolution and annulment ••.••.......••.•.• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0" 

Support" and custodyj : ~ ...• 1 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement: Support Actj ... o •••••••••••••• 

Adoptionj .. 00 ............................................... . 

Total ..... 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Probstej ................................................... .. 
Guardianship •••.••••.••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••• D ••••••••••• 

Trustsj .•••..•....••..•.••.••.•...•...•.•••.••••..•.....•.••• 
Other probatej .............................................. . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Hental health: 

Henta! healthj ............................................. .. 
Baker Act and Hyers Actj .................................... . 

Total 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Administrative: 
Bond val1dationj .... , ...................................... .. 
Tax litigationj ............................................. . 

Total •••.••••...•••••.••••••••••...••••••••..•• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Otber civil: 
Other complaintsj ••.•••.•..•.•.••.••••••••..••.•••• 0 ••••••••• 

Other petitionsj •••••••••.•..•..•••••• " ••.•••....••.••••.••.. 
Other civllj ................................................ . 

Total •••••••••••.••.•.. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Appeals ...................................................... .. 
Bxtraordinary writs: 

Habeas corpusj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••...•.•••••••••••..... 

Total civil 

Beginning Filedj 
pending 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

1,261 

__ X_ 

229,856 

192 

9,629 

3,344 
408 

99 
3,851 

12,616 

28,324 

1,741 
158 

8,332 
9,672 
1,072 

20,975 

75,681 
9,663 
7,677 
2,968 

95,989 

30,423 
4,048 
1,013 
1,292 

36,776 

5,982 
4,909 

10,891 

57 
102 
159 

4,702 
2,569 

15,395 
22,666 

833 

~ 

243,129 

Disposedj End 
pendingk 

7,728 N/A 

2,783 N/A 
207 N/A 

51 N/A 
3,041 N/A 

10,862 N/A 

26,638 N/A 

918 N/A 
160 N/A 

8,185 N/A 
9,151 N/A 

966 N/A 
19,380 N/A 

78,334 N/A 
6,885 N/A 
6,439 N/A 
2,384 N/A 

94,042 N/A 

34,185 N/A 
2,192 N/A 

643 N/A 
1,237 N/A 

38,257 N/A 

6,642 N/A 
5,100 N/A 

11,742 N/A 

62 N/A 
60 N/A 

122 N/A 

3,904 N/A 
2,282 N/A 

15,580 N/A 
21,766 N/A 

474i N/A 

~ --1Y...L 
234,395i N/A 

(Continued on next page) 
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Florida Circuit Court (continued) 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal categories •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .....•.••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Dependencyj ••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Dependency change or modificationj •••••.••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Terminate dependencyj •••.•• , 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••• 00 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

StatuB offenses: 
Children in need of supervisionj ••.•••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Violation of or modify probationj •••••••.••••••••.••••• D $~'" 
Violation of or modify supervisionj ••••• ~ ••••••••.•• , ••••.•.• 
Terminate probationj 0 ••••••• 0 ••• o. 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Terminate supervisionj ••.•••••• , •• 0 •••• I ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other (January to June) •••..••.• ,.~ ............ _ ............... . 
Other (July to December) •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Total ••••••••.••.••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Total juvenile •......•.••..•••...••••••.••.•.•.•••••••••••..•••• 

52,097 
--ill 

52,242 

X 

X 
X 
X 
j( 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
x 
X 

__ X_ 

20,767 

Grand total ••••••••.•••••• 0 ........................ 0.' .... , 0..... 302,665 

Jury trialdk 

Civil 
CrimiD!!:.t ••••••••• 0" o. 

Total ••.• , ••••••••• , ••• 

2,314 
3,564 
5,878 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea 
Total convicted •••..••..•• o. 
Acqui t ted/ dismissed ....... .. 

31,422 
34,131 

3,813 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were 
- • Not applicable, 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

65,799 

--.liZ. 
66,166 

38,613 

13,308 
921 
144 

14,373 

1,459 
78 

2,180 
852 
974 

5,839 
~ 

64,377 

373,672 

Civil dispositions 

63,656 
__ 3_1i 

63,887i 

37,790 

11,398 
876 
143 

12,417 

61 

1,372 
83 

2,163 
843 
912 

5,724 
.2.!....Q1Z. 

61,365 

359,647i 

Final judgment/ order ...... 129,445 
Dismissed/settled 

out of court ............. 0 64,969 

Time intervaln (average weeks) 
Ci vi! Cr1m1oal 

Filing to termination: 
JI1ry trial ....... ., .... 61.9 27.6 
Non-jury trial/hear!ng • 23.6 28.7 
No trial/hearing ....... 46.6 20.2 
Guilty plea ••••••••• ~.. 22.0 
No plea ................ 18.6 

not available by category. 

N/A 
--1Y...L 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--1Y...L 

6.5 
5.4 

N/A 

N/A 

Two different reporting systems were used during 1976, one between January and June and another between July and December. The first system 
counted supplemenl:,al filings and dispositions in addition to original filings and dispositions. The second system counted only original 
filings and dispositions. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the paint when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not complete: 
Appeals disposed are for January to June only. Appeals filed are for the entire year. 

jExplanation of data j ncluded in the category: 
Filed and disposed include (\riginal and supplemental cases for. January to June, Only original cases were counted for July to December. 
Auto tort and all other negligenlZe data were collected for January to June. Medical malprap.tice, medical malpractice litigated in court, 

and negligence data were collected for July to December. 
Mortgage foreclosures, replevin--liens--foreclosures, adoption, bond violation, tax litigation, and habeas corpus data are for January to 

June only. Data for July to December are contained in the all-inclusive "other" category classified as other civjl. 
Support and custody case data were collected for January to June and URESA case data were collected for July to December. 
Trusts and other probate are listed by category for January to June only. These cases are included in the probate category for July to 

December. 
Mental health data were collected for January to June. Baker Act (relating to mental health) and Myers Act (relating to alcoholism) cases 

were collected for July to December. 
Other complaints and other petitions data are for January to June. Other civil data are for July to ~,'I!cember. 
Dependency termination and change or modification cases were separated from other dependency cases fO't the January to Jun~ period only. 

These cases Were counted as dependency for July to December. 
Children in need of supervision, violation of or modify probation, Violation of or modify supervision, terminate probation, and terminate 

supervision data are for January to June only. Data for July to December are contained in the all inclusive "other" category classified 
as other juvenile. 

kAdd1tional information: 
. End pending figures were not computed because the change in reporting systems made it inappropriate. 

Non-jury trials were not collected for July to December. 'l1i.ere were 17,874 civil and 648 criminal non-jury trials from January through 
June. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are for January to June only. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report, 1976 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished sources except that totals have been computed where nece~sary. 
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FLORIDA COUNTY COURTb 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 couoties, 164 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filedj Disposed j End ______________________________________________________ ~p~en~d~i~n2g ______________________________________________ ~pendingk 

Civild : 
Law: 

Summary procedurej •••••••••• I •••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civilj ••••••••••••••••••••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor .1 ••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordinance violations: 
Municipal ordinance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County ordinance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l"elooy preliminsryj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••• -.. •••••••••••. " ••• 00000 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

130,325 
25,294 

155,619 

155,619 

124,287 

2,792 
4,422 
7,214 
~ 

146,848 

302,467 

Jury trial dk Civil dispositions 
Civil •••••••••••• 
Crilllinsl ••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••• 

62 
1,986 
2,048 

Final judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 105,221 
Dismissal/settled out of court •••• 113,454 

Time intervaln (average weeks) 
Civil Criminal 

Filing to termination: 
Jury trial •••••••••• 53.3 15.4 
Non-jury trial.. •••• 16.6 13.5 
No trial •••••••••••• 29.8 9.2 
Guilty pleas •••••••• 7.5 
No pleas •••••••••••• 11.2 

Boldface headings indicate the ciassifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

bparticular court or recording system information: 

180,651 
41,S82 

222,233 

222,233 

184,557 
38,696 

223,253 

223,253 

177,628 

8,420 
5,794 

14,214j 
22,031 

152,581 

7,209 
5,310 

12,519. 
20,803J 

213,873 185,9D3 

436,106 409,156 

Criminal dispositions 
MisdemelJ.uor and ordinance violations: 

Plea •••• 00 •••• 0 •••••• 00 •••••••••• 

'rotal conviction ••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted/dismissed •••••••••••••• 

Felony preliminarym: 
Charge reduced ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bound over after hearing ••••••••• 
Bound over hearing waived ...... .. 
Jurisdiction terminated .0 •••••••• 

N/A 
N/A 

...Ji!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

91,133 
98,606 
23,772 

16,744 
54 

840 
2,067 
1,068 

Two different reporting systems were used during 1976, one for January to June and one for July tr,. December. The first system counted 
supplemental filings and dispositions in addition to original filings and dispositions. The second system counted only original filings 
and dispositions. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A cly1l case is counted with the filing of a petition c( complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of dp:endants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 0 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed and disposed include original and supplemental cases for January to June. Only original cases were counted for July to December. 
Summary procedure cases are those involving $0 to $1,500 in damages. 
Other civil cases are those involving $1,500 to $2,500 and nonmonetary civil cases. 
Felony preliminaries were counted only for January to June. These cases were no longer counted by the County Court after July 1, 1976. 

kAdditional information: 
End pending figures were not computed because the change in raporting systems made it inappropriate. 
Non-jury trials were not counted for July to December. For thu period January to June, there were 16,460 civil non-jury trials and /f,153 

criminal non-jury trials. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Felony preliminary dispositions are for January to June only. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Time interval data are fnr January to June only. 

Source: State Cou"rt Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report, 1976 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished sources except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

FLORIDA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Courts during 1976. These courts were phased out over a 3-year period nnd were 
eliminated as of January 3, 1977. 

194 

-------.---------------

Capital felonies. 
Constitutional issue. 
Title to land, 
wills, equity, divorce. 

COUNTY 
COURT (4) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors. 
Jury trials. 

t 
JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT 
::::::1700 judgeships 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contracts, tort, or 
conversion under $200. 

- Issue warrants and act as 
Court of Inquiry. 

.. -

. , 

Georgia court system, 1976 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- .Appellate jUrisdiction over cases of constitutional 
Issue, tille to land, validity of and construction 
of wi!ls,. habeas c~rpus, extraordinary remedies, 
c,?nvlctlons of capital felonies, equity, divorce, 
alimony. 

- Certified questions and certiorari from Court of 
Appeals. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS (3} 
9 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower courts in cases 
in which the Supreme Court has no exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction. , . 

SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive divorce, title to land, and equity 
jUrisdiction. Law. 

- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. Misde­
meanors, felony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile (if no juvenile court). 
Jury trials. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (35) 

STATE COURT (64) 
74 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil law cases. 

35 judges, Superior Court 
judges serve in counties 
with no juvenile court. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Dependent, rieglected, 
delinquent juveniles. 

t 
SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (49) 
49 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500 
(varies to $1,000). 

- Committing magistrate, 
issues criminal warrants. 

Jury trials. 

- Misdemeanors, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t 
MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT (2) 
2 magistrates 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and landlord­
tenant under $1 ,000 in 
Clarke County. 

- Felony preliminaries, 
misdemeanor guilty 
pleas. 

Jury trials in Clarke 
County. 

PROBATE COURT (159) 
NQ jury trials in Glynn 
County. 

159 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (4) 
11 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and landlord­
tenant cases (amount 
varies). 

- Misdemeanors and 
preliminary hearings in 
2 courts. 

Jury trials in civil cases. 

I ~ 

- Exclusive jUrisdiction in probate of wills 
administration of estates, appointment ~f 
guardians, issuance of lunacy commis­
sions, and issuance of marriage licenses. 

RECORDER'S COURT, MAYOR'S COURT 
CRIMINAL COURT, MUNICIPAL COURT, ' 
CITY COUNCIL COURT, POLICE COURT (::::::410) - Traffic in some counties. 

- Truancy in some counties. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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Juri::;diction: 
- Ordinance violations, traffic, felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 



GEORGIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................... •• 

Total appeals ••••.•.....•......••••••••.•.•....••..•.•••••••.• 

Other cases: 
RequestB to appeal: 

Applications for certiorari ........••••••.•••......•••••••. 
Applications (habeas corpus) .............................. . 
Applications for interlocutory appeal ••......•.•••.•••••••. 

Total .•••.•••••••..••........•.•••.•.•••.•..•...••.•..•..... 
Total other cases ••••.•..•••.......•.••••••..•.•...•.••••••.•• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pendingj 

217 
102 

:IT9 

58 
27 

1 
86 

---s6 

405 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••.••....• 
Orders ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ••••...••.••••.••.• 
Withdrawal ................ . 
Dismissed ••••••.•.••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

gChange in pending does not equal tt.e difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the IInpublished data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

801 
257 

65 
43 
12 

Filed 

591 
242 

---s33 

348 
161 

91 
600 

-wo 

1,433 

Disposed 

582 
280 

!i62 

316 
144 
82 

542 
--m 

1,404 

End 
pendingj 

1919 
79& 

---zw: 

90 
42& 

9& 
141g 

!iji1l 

411& 

Pending case figures includl! clppeals that had been docketed, but were not ready for decision (they were not yet argued or submitted), as 
well as appeals tt.ac were ready for decision. There were 154 civil and 71 criminal beginning pending appeals and 124 civil and 51 
criminal end penHng appeals that were docketed but not ready for decision. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

GEORGIA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
.January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal •••••••...•.••••.••.....•••••••.....••••......••••••• 
Agency appeals .............................................. . 

Total appeals •••• 0 •••••••• 0 • 0 ••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Application in interlocutory matter .0 ••••••••••••• 0.0 •••••• 

Total other cases •••••..••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 00 •••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

o 
--0 

N/A 

Filed 

943 
572 

76 
1,530 

224 
224 

1,754 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

(61)ek 1,591 NTA 

163 (61)e 0 
163 (61)e --0 

(61)e 1,754 (61)e N/A 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals Time interval (average days)n 

Opinion .. " .............. 1,336 Affirmed ................ .. 
Reversed •••••••.•... 0 •• 0 •• 

Remanded. 0 ••• 0 •••••• 000 ••• 

Dismissed with opinion •••. 
Affirmed in part ........ .. 
Withdrawn ............... .. 

Boldface headings indicate. the classifications used by the NCSP. 

856 
242 

40 
161 

37 
255 

Mean 
Submission to decision 0 •••••••••• 0. 30-4'5days 

Blank space. Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A· This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the tot.:sl to avoid double counting: 
Applications in interlocutory matters granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed and a filing is not counted for the 

appeal. The granted applications are the numbers appearing in parentheses" 
kAdditional information: 

Total appeals filed is not the sum of the filings for the reported case categories. The filings by cagetory each include some portion of 
the 61 granted applications for interlocutory matters. These 61 granted applications are not included in the total appeals filed. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
There is a constitutional provision that a case must be decided by the Court of Appeals either the first or second term after submission. 

There are three terms a year. This provision accounts for the low average time from submission to deciE,ion. 

Source: Unpublished data prOVided by the clerk of the Court of Appeals. 
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GEORGIA SUPERIOR COURTCi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

42 circuits, 88 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginnin~ 
pending 

Doaestic relations ............... 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0. x 
Other civil: 

Civil general 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• __ X_ 

Total civil 50,903h 

Criminald : 
Felony ........................................................ . X 

__ X_ Misdemeanor ....••••••.......••••••.....•••••• 0 • 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Civil dispositionsk 

Judgment: 
Doaestic relations ••• 
Other civil ••• 0 •• 0 ••• 

Total .••••.••• 0 0 0 0 •••• 

Dismissal: 
Domestic relations ••• 
Other civil ••... 0 •• 00 

Total ................ . 

X 

X 

69,535hj 

Civil: 
Domestic relations .••••••• 0.0 ••• 0... 215 
Other civil ......................... 1,379 

Total ................................ 1,594 
Criminal: 

Felony .............................. 2,076 
Misdemeanor •••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 • 330 

Total ................................ 2,406 
Traffic ............................... 33 

Total ~ 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 4,033 

37,478 
15,850 
53,328 

7,387 
13,059 
20,446 

Criminal dispositionsk 

Pleas: 
Felony .0 •••••••••••• 0 •• 

Misdemeanor ••.......••• 
Total .................. . 

Bond: 
Misdemeanor ••..•.•••••• 

Dismissal: 
Felony .0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 

Misdemeanor •• , 0 0 ••• 0 • 0 0 

Total .................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

48,902 

38,231 

87,133 

24,850 

~ 

42,962 

13,517 

143,612 

Triald 
Non-jury 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

780 
458 

1,238 
111 

N/A 

15,494 

...1..lli. 
22,828 

3,376 

4,766 

2tlli 
10,057 

Total 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,856 
788 

3,644 
144 

N/A 

X lit The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 

Disposedi 

45,080 

30,454 

75,534 

23,263 
16,959 

40,222 

13,372 

129,128 

Traffic dispositions 

Pleas .•• 0 ....... 0 0 •••••••• 

Bond •••••.•••••..•..••••• 
Dismissal ••••••• 0 •••••••• 

End 
pendingi 

X 

__ X_ 

62,502 

X 
__ X_ 

X 

X 

84,019j 

3,634 
8,628 

940 

Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without Juvenile Courts. These cases are included on the Juvenile Court 
statistical profile. 

dCase definition or unit o~ ,·.'u.~t: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit· of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or accusation. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

insta are not complete: 
Beginning pending figure repreoents only cases filed between July 1, 1970~ and June 30, 1975, that were not disposed prior to July 1, 1975. 
End pending and disposed figures represent only cases filed between July 1, 1970, and June 30, 1976, that were disposed or still pending in 

1976. 
kAdditional information: 

Trial, judgment, and dismissal categories do not equal total dispOSitions for civil and criminal cases bec(tuse specif.ic types of 
dispositions for some cases were unknown. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Third Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia); and unpublished data prtlvided by the administrative office 
of the courts. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have blen computed where necessary, and 
revisions have been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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GEORGIA STATE GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

64 courts, 74 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 3D, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civil ...................................................... N/A 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor 

.......... ~ ...................................... . 
Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................... N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Civil ••••••••••••••• 
Criminal I ••••••••••• 

Traffic II ••••••••••• 

~ 
1,022 

669 
211 

1,902 

Tr1ald 

NOn-j,rl. Total 
NTA 

Civil dispositionsk 
Judgment ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

87,472 

68,443 

68,443 

147,204 

303,119 

50,361 
18,408 

Diapose9, End 
pending 

69,920 N/A 

60,701 ---.lY.L 
60,701 N/A 

136,727 N/A 

267,348 N/A 

Plea. ~~~~~~. ~:~~~~:::~ns 31,977 
Bond.................... 8,278 
Dismissal............... 12,792 

N A 
6,985 

11,132 
N/A 

7,654 
11,343 

N/A 
Traffic dispositions 

Plea... ••••••••••••••••• 46,305 
Bond •••••••••••••••••••• 69,639 
Dismissal............... 9,440 

Bjldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP 
N A ... This case tJpe is handled by the court, but the data are ~navailable. 
dCase definition or unit of ,~ount: 

~ civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
e criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 

A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. on the indictment or accusation. 
k A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 
Additional information: 

Since data specifying the type of disposition of civil cases 
does not equal the number of total civil dispositions. were not complete, the number of civil jury trials, judgments, and dismissals 

Source: 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Third Annual Report (Atlanta Ge . 
report and unpublished data except that totals have been com ute/ wh Or~ia), and unpublished data. Statistics are from the annual 
the administrative office of the courts. p ere necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by 

Civil; 

GEORGIA PROBATE GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

159 counties, 159 judges 
July I, 1975 to ';une 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Probate ..................................................... 
~ 

N/A 
Total civil .................................................. 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor ................................................. 

Total criminal ............................................... 
Traffic: 

Total traffic 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !> 

Grand total ................................................... 
Triald 

Non-jury 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Criminal dispositions Criminal •••••••• 
'lraffic ••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••• 

.:!.!!!x. 
o 
4 
4 

42 
1,108 
1,150 

~ 
42 

1,112 
1,154 

Plea ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bond ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• 

:;;!dfa~i headings indicate the clasSifications used by the NCSP 
... s case type is handled t:;y the court, but the data are ~navailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

---.lY.L 
N/A 

-1..lli 
3,327 

113,645 

116,972i 

1,187 
1,816 

305 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. defendants on the indictment or accusatif"!l. 

i A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 
Data are not complete: 

Grand total filed and disposed figures do not include civil cases. 
Source: Administrative Office of the Courts Third A 

report and unpublished data except ~hat tot ~nu:! Rebort (Atlanta, Georgia); and unpublished 
a s ve een computed where necessary. 
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Disposed 

---.lY.L 
N/A 

~ 

3,350 

112,547 

115,897i 

~ !'! .... spositions 
Plea •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bond " •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••• 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

31,398 
72,536 
7,501 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

data. Statistics are from the annual 

" 

.,' 

1 
.j 
:1 
1 

GEORGIA JUVENILE GOURrci 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
15 courts, 35c judges 

July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ••••••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency and neglect: 

Deprived ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~tatU8 offenses: 

Unruly •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Other juvenile: . 

Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile 

Beginning 
pending 

.JYL 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

--.hill 
2,122 

17,850 

3,889 

6,237 

~ 

28,362 

30,484 

Disposedj 

~ 

1,964 

17,173 

4,166 

6,076 

~ 

27,727 

29,691 

End 
pending 

.JYL 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

.JYL 
N/A 

N/A 

Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without a separate Juvenile Court. Those cases are included in the Juvenile 
Court totals. 

iDnta are not complete: 
Data were not available for the Easterl. Rome, Bnd Western Judicial Circuits. 

jExplanation of data included in the catego t: 
Filed and disposed figures are cases in which formal petitions were filed and heard by Superior, State, or Juvenile Court judges. 

Source: The Administrative Office of the Courts, Third Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia). St~tlstics are from the annual repo;t except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA COUNTY GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courts 
July I, 1975 to June 3a, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for fiscal year 1976. 

GEORGIA HUNICIP AL GOURT 
Court of limited ~.'risdicticn 

4 courts, 11 jl~ldges 
July I, 1975 to JIlli' 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled :111 the Munh .. ' "'al Court for fis~;al yef" 1976. 

GEORGIA SMALL CLAIMS GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdic tion 

49 courts, 49 judges 
.July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

-------------------

There were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for fiscal year 1976. 

GEORGIA MAGISTRATE'S GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2. court8, 2 magistrates 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Magistrate's Court for fiscal year 1976. 

GEORGIA JUSTICE OF TIll! PEACE GOURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

~ 1700 judgeships 
.July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for fiscal year 1976. 

GEORGIA RECORDER'S GOURT, MAYOR'S GOURT, HUfllCIPAL GOURT, 
CITY COUNCIL GOURT, POLICE GOURT, CRIHINAL COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
"X,,410 courts 

July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Recorder's Court, Mayor's Court. Municipal Court, City Council Court, Police Court. 
or Criminal Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Hawaii court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justlcos 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from lower courts. 

LAND COURT t 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
. Matters involving legal title to fee simple 

land and easements. 

CIRCUIT COURT (4) * 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil matters over $500, 

domestic relations, probate. 
· Felonies, misdemeanor jury trials. 
· Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

TAX APPEAL COURT t 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
. Disputes between tax assessor and 
taxpayer. 

DISTRICT COURT (4) * 
16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $5,000, small claims. 
• Misdemeanors, traffic and other 

violalions, felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

t The Land Court. and Tax Appeal Court hear special cases, but are considered general jurisdiction courts for this report 
because clrcu',t judges serve. * The Circuit Court and District Court are both courts of record. District Courts hear high volume cases. 
Clrcuif Courts hear all jury trials. For our purposes, the Circuit Courts are considered courts of general jurisdiction 
since they handle felony cases. 
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HAWAII SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

!i justices 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.• <0. 

9ther appeals ..••.••••.••.•..•••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••..••• 
Total appeals ••..••••••••..•••••..•••.••.•..••••••••..•••.••.• 

Other cases!: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus .•••.••••..•••..•••.. I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ............................................... . 
Other .................................................... .. 

Total .•••.••••.•••..••...•••...••••••••.••••..••••..••••.•••• 
Requests to appeal ...•••••••••.••••.••••.••••••.•••••••••.••• 

Total other caseS •...•.•.•••...•••.••••..••••..••••..••••.•••• 

Total cases •••••.••••..•••••••.•.••••.•••••..••••••••.••••.•••.• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests •••..••••.•.•••..•••.•••..••••..•••....•••..• 
Other matters: 

Notions •••••••.••.••.••••.•••••.•••..•••..••••..•••...••••..• 

Total otlter proceedings ••••..•••...••..•••..••••..••••••••••.••• 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion •••••••• 731 
Memorandum opinion •••.. 221 
Dismissal/withdrawal ... 65 
Other .................. 360 

Beginning 
pending 

143 
62 
13 -m 

1 
o 
2 
3 
o 

--3 

221 

__ 5 

Time periods (average months) 

Appeal filed to regular opinion filed •••••••••• 
Appeal filed to memorandum opinion filed .••••.. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Data were supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Data displayed are for those cases disposed of by opinion. 

~ 
21.8 
17.8 

Filed 

150 
99 
4 

'253 

3 
12 
o 

---rr 

265 

15 

~ 

375 

Disposed 

97 
50 

8 
15'5 

2 
5 
4 

11 
o 

--II 

166 

15 

~ 

354 

Disposition of casesm 

Affirmed (including reversed in part 

End 
pending 

196 
111 

9 ---m-

1 
2 
1 
4 
o 

--4 

320 

~ 

28 

and modified and affirmed) ......... 52 
Reversed (including remands) •••••... 27 
Motion.............................. 5 
Petition for rehearing 

Criminall 

16.5 
16.1 

Otherl 

26.1 
o 

1 

Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977) and; unpublished data provided 
by the clerk of court. Source of case data is included in the annual report. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished dal:a 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and addltional data have been supplied during verification by the clerk of co·~rt. 
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HAWAII CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 circuits, 22 judges 
.July I, 1975 to June 30. 1976 

Auto tort 
Non-auto tort •.•...•••.•....•.•••••••....••.•••.•...•....•.••.• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.•....••.•••••••••• • •••••••• 
'raperty rights: 

Condemnation •••••••••••.••••.•••.•..••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Landj ....................................................... . 
Mechanics' and materialmon' s lien ..•••.••••.••.••••••.••••••• 

Total •..•.••.•••.•.••..••.••••..•.•...•.•....•••••.•••••••.••• 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce ...................................................... . 
Annulment •••.••••.••••••.•.•• I ••••• "" I ••••••••••••••• 1.1 •••• 

Separation and separate maintenance. I I ••••• I I I I I I •• I ••• ~ ~ •••• 

Uniform reciprocal enforcement . "'" I 1.1.1 •• "' I •• I •• I I I I I •••• I I 

Adoption I ••• I. I I I ••• I •• 1.1. I I •• I I I I ••• I. I I 1.1. I I I 1.1 ••••• I ••• 

Paternity/parentlll proceedings II. I. I 1.10 I II "" "' II I.' I I 0 II I 0 I 

Miscellut:lt:ous filmilyj I I ••• O. I •• 0 I ••• 1.1. I I. "" I I. I I ••• I ••• "'" 

Adult I s referrals I I. I. I •• I I I. I I ••• 1.1. I 1.1 •• I I ••• I I 0 I I •• I •• I. 

Supplemental proceedings I •• I I. I "' I I. I. I ••• I I •• I I I I I I 0 1.1. I I I. 

'rota1j ...................................................... .. 
Probate: 

Regular probate .••• I I I I "'" I. I 0 I I I •••••• I I •• I •• I I ••• I I "' 0 I. 0" 

Small estate over $700 ••...•. I ••• I •• I ••• I ••• I •••• I •••••• I. "'" 

Small estate under $700 •.•••• I ••••• I., I I •••••••••••• I. ~ ••• "" 
Guardianship proceedings •••.•.••. I •• I I I. I I ••• "" •••• , 1.1 •• I •• 

TotaU ...................................................... .. 
Other civil: 

Naturali~:atlon • I •••••••• I •••••••• I •• I I I 1.1 •••••• I ••• I ••• I •• I. 

Other ci,ril action, ••••••.•..• "" I ....... 0" I I I •••• I. I I •• I •• I. 

Other special proceedings . I ••••••• "" I ••••• I I I I I., I I I I ••• I I 0 0 

Supplemental proceedingsj ...... I ••••••••• I. I •••• I I •• I ••••• "'" 

District Court transfersj. I I ••• I ••••• I ••• I I •••• I. I •••••• I I •••• 

Total .... I I •••••• I ••• I ••• I •••••••• I. I •••••• I I ••••••• 0 I I I I •••• I 

Total civil .................................................... .. 

Criminald : 

~~!~:!~a~~~i' : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Other criminal: 

Criminal actions in Family Court .•• I. I. 0 ••• I I I I ••••••••• 0" I. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Beginning 
pending 

1,404 
813 

1,494 

135 
9 

87 
231 

2,494 
27 

101 
340 
420 
130 
286 
276 

1,620 
5,694 

2,181 
471 
256 

3,959 
6,867 

94 
1,599 

308 
658 

94 
..2.lli 
19,256 

1,329 
454 

Juvenile traffic............................................. -ill 

Total traffic 

,Juvenile: 
Delinquency: 

Law violation 0 ••••••• I ••••••• I I. I ••••••••• I •••••••••••• I. I. I. 

Dependency and neglect: 
Needing services I 1.1 ••••••••••••••••• I. I "' • I ••• I I •• "" I •••••• 

Status offenses: 
Needing protective supervision ~ •. 10 ••• 1 1 ••••• 10 I ••• "' I ••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Other .•.•.•....•.•.••.•..•. I. I •••• I. I I •••••• I •••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Supplemental proceedings ••...•• I ••••• I ••••••••••••• O. 0 O. I., I. 

Total ....•...•. I O. 0 I •••••• 0 I •• I 0 I I O. I. I I I I •••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile .... I •••• I •••••••••• I ••••• "" I ••• I ••• 0 I. "' I.' I I ••• 

Grand total 

Civil 
Criminal .1. I. I I ••••• 

Total •.•.. I •••••••••• 

~ 
127 
229 
356 

Triald 
Non-jury 

198 
83 

281 

Criminal dispositions 
Plea ................... 6531 
Dismiss.l .............. 92 
Nolle prosequi ......... 4861 

Total 
325 

312 
637 

171 

1,677 

157 

446 

65 
433 
~ 

2,778 

24,008 

202 

Filed 

816 
482 

1,513 

68 
o 

204 
272 

5,507 
38 

116 
734 
749 
256 
528 
661 

1,687 
10,276 

938 
443 
333 
427 

2,141 

187 
1,239 

270 
718 

86 
2,500 

18,000 

1,551 
437 

40 

2,028 

650 

650 

4,957 

153 

1,227 

155 
871 

~ 

7,363 

28,041 

Disposed 

844 
398 

1,229 

70 
0 

160 
230 

5,409 
43 

125 
691 
760 

88 
280 
653 

1,546 
9,595 

807 
475 
336 
364 

t,982 

98 
858 
157 
55t 

63 
...!..ill 
16,005 

1,258 
380 

__ 4_5 

1,683 

~ 

751 

4,513 

160 

1,212 

125 
855 
~ 

6,865 

25,304 

Civil dispositions 
Contested hearing •••... I. I I ••••••• 1,221 
Uncontested hearing '" 0 11 •• 0 ••••••• 6,889 
Dismiss'al • I I •••••••••••••••• I. I ••• 1,741 
No service •••• I. I. I ••••••••••• I I.. 52 
No answer ••••••• I •• I ••••••••• 0 I • •• 600 
No statement of readiness 68 

Traffic (juvenile) dispositions 
Contes ted hearing •• I •••••••• I • • • • • • • • 8 
Uncontested hearing I ....... I .. I I..... 333 

End 
pending 

1,376 
897 

1,778 

133 
9 

131 
273 

2,592 
22 
92 

383 
409 
298 
534 
284 

1,761 
6,375 

2,312 
439 
253 

4,022 
7,026 

183 
1,980 

421 
825 
117 
~ 

21,251 

1,622 
511 

__ 1_5 

2,148 

--Z.Q 

70 

2,121 

150 

461 

95 
449 

~ 

3,276 

26,745 

(continued on next page) 
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Hawaii Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening ''itatement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Land cases handled by the Land Court are not included. 
Miscellaneous family contains mental health cases. 
Probate data include some mental health cases. 
Supplemental proceedings in the other civil category include supplemental proceedings on criminal as well as civil cases. 
District Court transfers are cases initiated in the District Court that demand a jury trial. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Data breakdown for felony and misdelleanor cases and for (;.ilses disposed by nolle prosequi or plea were obtained by letter from the 

administrative office of the courts. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the 
administrative office of the courts. 

Civlld : 
Property rights 

HAWAII LAND COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 
2 first circuit judges serve 

.July 1. 1975 to June ~Q, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civil ...................................... -............... 76 

Grand total •••• I • I • I ••••••• I •• I • I ••••• I ••• I I •••• I • D ••••••••• I • I I • 76 

Boldface headings indicate the clasaifications used by the NCSP. 

aeourt jurisdiction: 

Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

~ ~ 

46 87 

57 46 87 

Data for the Land Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. The Circuit Court also handles some 
land cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Administrative Director of ehe Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977). Statistics are· from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

HAWAII TAX APPEAL CQURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

2 first circuit judges verve 
July 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

AdIIinistratlve • I •••••••••••••••••••••••• I I •••• I •••••••••• I I.... -.!!J... 
Total civil 

Grand total •• 0" I. I ••• I I ••• I •• I. I ••••• ' •••• 1 ••••••••• 0 I. I •••• I •• I 

Boldface headings indicate the clasaifications used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

47 

47 

Filed 

__ 4_1 

41 

41 

Disposed 

~ 

58 

58 

Data for the Tax Appeal Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

-1Q 

30 

30 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawai1.! Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that tol:als have been computed where necessary. 
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HAWAII DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 16 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civild , 
Unclassified tort: 

Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 787 
Contract: 

Assumpsit.................................................... 3,333 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 472 
Property rights: 

Summary possession ••••.•..••••..•.••.•.••••••••••••••••.••••• 570 
Administrative: 

Nonpayment of taxes •••••••••.••••••.••.••••••.•••••••••••.••• 275 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 5_6 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor 
Ordinance violations .•.•••....•.....•........•...•...•.••••.••. 
Felony prelIminary .....•..•.....••..••••...••••••••••••.•••...• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving arrest and citation •••••••.••••..•..•.••.••••••••.•••• 
Nonmoving •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Non- ur triald 
Civil ..................... 646 

<' 

Criminal dispositions 
Misdemeanor and ordinance violations: 

1I0lle prosequi •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total conviction •....••..•.••.•.•.••.•••.. 
Discharge/ dismissal ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Stricken .••.•.•.•.•..••••....•........•••. 
Bail forfeiture •..•..•.•..•••..•••••....•. 
Transfer for jury trial •.............••... 

Felony preliminary: 
Stricken or discharged •••.• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••• 

Committed to grand jury .0. ~ .... 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 

Committed to Circuit Court •.••••.•.••• 0 ••• 

1,934 
9,569 
4,904 
1,420 

22,331 
394 

231 
312 
195 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 

5,493 

X 
399 

__ X_ 

4,101 

572 

26,210 
11,,678 
40,888 

41,460 

51,054 

813 638 

8,597 8,170 
1,388 1,393 

644 547 

59 82 
-ill -----.ill. 

11,633 10,953 

X 15,671 
25,070 24,881 

__X_ ~ 

42,088 41,290 

354,886 354,765 

145,819 142,607 
48,612 47,968 

194,431 190,575 

549,317 545,340 

603,038 597,583 

Civil dispositions 
Discontinuance/ dismissed ••.•••••••.•• 0. 3,188 
Default/confession ..•.... 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 7,119 

Traffic dispositions 
Nolle prosequi 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total conviction ... 0.' 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 

Discharge/ dismissal •.•.•.•.....• 0 •••• 

Stricken ••••••••••••••••••••••••..••• 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••••••••••••••• 
'fransfer for jury trial ••••••••••••.• 

3,870 
67,662 
12,456 
49,986 

411,353 
13 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the individual offense on the information or complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

End 
pending 

962 

3,760 
467 

667 

252 

~ 

6,173 

X 
588 

_X _ 

4,899 

693 

29,422 
15,322 
44,744 

45,437 

56,509 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1975-1976 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Idaho CIOUrt system, 1976 

t 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims against 
. state (advisory opinions). 

- Appeals from interim orders and final 
judgments in District Court. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil, personal injury and 
other tort, contracts, domestic 
relations, and habeas corpus. 

- Original criminal, felony, post-
conviction review. 

- Appeals from magistrates and state 
agencies and boards. 

Appeals de novo, 
Jury trials. 

MAGISTRATES DIVISION OF 
DISTRICT COURT (7) 
66 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions to $5,000, forcible entry 

and detainer; liens to $1,000 on 
real and personal property; probate 
and administration of decedent 
estates; and small claims to $500. 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries, 
arrest warrants; and searches and 
seizures. 

- Juvenile. 
Jury trials except in small claims. 

Indicates route of appeal. 
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IDAHO SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices _ 
January I. 1976 to December 31, 

Gilsca: 
Appeals: 

Ch-U: 
Auto negligence •••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other negligence .•.••.••••.•..•.••..•.••.•• I •••••••• " ••••••• 

Tax appeals •.•••••.••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations .•••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

YRA and CPAjk ............................................. . 
Environment/zoning ••..••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other '" 1.1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 

Total •...•...•••..••••.•.••••••..•....•..••.•.••.•.••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Judgments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction relief •.•...... 1 ..................................... . 

Other .................................................................................... . 
Total ................................................................. . 

Agency appeals: 
Workmen I s compensation ............................................... .. 
Public utility commission ............................................. . 

Total ...................................................................... . 
Other: 

Habeas corpus appeals ................................................. . 
Total appeals ......................................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ................................................... .. 
Handamus .............................................................. . 
Prohibition ....................... ~ ............................ . 
Uisciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ................................................................. . 

Total ............................................................... . 
Requests to appeal ................................................. . 

Total other cases ................................................... . 

Total cas~s .................................................................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ........................... ~ ........................... . 
Other matters: 

Extension of time ................................................... . 
Motion to dismiss ..................................................... .. 
Other ....................................................................... . 

Total .................................. " ......... " ............................. . 

Total other proceedings " ......................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

llf 
10 
8f 

18 
2f 
4 

134f 
187f 

66 f 
8f 
7 

81 

20 
10 
30 

14 
3T2 

o 
1 
2 
o 
o 
3 

--3 

315 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

1976 

2 
2 
7 

11 
o 
1 

138 
161 

68 
3 

11 
82 

2 
10 
8 
5 

12 
37 

~ 

332 

11 

426 
106 
280 

--ill. 
823 

Written majority opinion............... 136 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
~lank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
:;1 A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

faeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes cases added and transferred. 

End Disposed pending 

7 6 
8 4 
5 10 

13 16 
1 
2 3 

86 18ij 
122 226 

53 81 
5 6 
4 14 

62 101 

28 35 
4 9 

32 44 

12 8 
----wi 379 

1 1 
7 4 
8 2 
1 4 
4 8 

21 19 

-zr --1-9 

249 398 

11 N/A 

418 N/A 
103 N/A 
262 N/A 

-ill. ~ 

794 N/A 

'iRA cases are juvenile delinquency cases filed under the Youth Rehabilitation Act. CPA cases involve dependent or neglected children 
petitions filed under the Child Protection Act. 

kAdditional information: . 
Juvenile cases are considered civil proceedings in Idaho. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Courts 1976 Annual Repo!! (Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed whe;:c necessary. 
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IDAHO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 25 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Unc1asaified tort: 

Personal injury/property damage .............................. . 
Sull c1aiu .................................................. . 
DoIIestic relations: 

Domestic relations ............................................ . 
Support proceedings .......................................... . 
Adoption ..................................................... . 

Total ......................................................... . 
Probate: 

Informal estate ............................................... . 
Formal estate ................................................. . 
Guardianship of minors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
!lenta1 health: 

Guardi.a.nship of incapacitated ................................ . 
Other ci vi!: 

Other complaints and petitions •.••••••.••••••••••.•••.••••••• 
All other special bearings ................................... . 

Total •••••• I ................................................... . 

Appeals: 
Civil appeal •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SpeCial proceeding appea,lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
btraordinary writa: 

Habeas corpus ................................................. .. 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criuna1d: 

Felony: 
Felony--drug ................................................. . 
Felony--driving while intoxicated ............................ . 
Other felony ................................................... . 

Total ••••••••• " ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
IUsdeaeanor: 

Misdemeanor--drug ............................................ . 
Other misdemeanor ............................................ , 

Total ......................................................... . 
Appeals ••••••.•• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 
••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• a ••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI. 

M!sdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ....................... . 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic .................................................... .. 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juveule: 

Delinquency: 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other .............................. . 

Dependency and neglect: 
Child Protection Act ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile .................................. ~ ................ . 
Grand total ...................................................... 

Civil: 

Beginning 
pending 

1,076fh 
14fh 

1,508fh 
556fh 

9fh 
2,073fh 

57fh 
8fh 
4fh 

69fh 

2fh 

3,627fh 
37fh 

3,664fh 

92fh 
17fh 

109fh 

---1!!fh 

7,035fh 

11lfh 
44fh 

597fh 
752fh 

45fh 
41fh 
8Gfh 

~fh 

880fh 

6fh 

__ 4fh 

10fh 

2fh 

__ lfh 

3fh 

7.928fh 

.!E!!!d 

Civil .................. . 
Appeal ................. . 

Total ••••••••••• \' •••••••• 
Crill1na1: 

3,138 
37 

3,175 

Felony.................. 303 
Kiade.eaODl' "';'i! ':'......... 65 
Appeals ................. 10 

Total.................... 378 
Traffic: 

MlsdQmeanor--DWI •••.•••• 3 
Juvetd.le ••••••••••••••.••• 1 

Total ...................... 3,557 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 

dense definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

934 
20 

4,210 
785 

4 
4,999 

16 
7 
2 

25 

3,386 
55 

3,441 

118 
34 

152 

~ 

9,719 

446 
174 

2,000 
2,620 

416 
278 
694 

-~ 
3,379 

20 

__ 1 

21 

o 
___ 1 

13,120 

Disposed 

778 
19 

3,409 
682 

11 
4,102 

63 
10 
4 

77 

3,172 
61 

3,223 

86 
26 

112 

----.ill 
8,436 

410 
148 

1,893 
2,451 

418 
288 
706 

__ 4_9 

3,206 

24 

__ 2 

26 

__ 1 

11,670 

End 
pending 

1,232 
15 

2,309 
659 

2 
2,970 

10 
5 
2 

17 

3,841 
31 

3,872 

124 
25 

149 

-~ 
8,318 

147 
70 

704 
921 

43 
31 
74 

~ 

1,053 

__ 3 

__ 1 

9,378 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A trial is counted when it has officially begun (the jury 1s sworn at' there is an opening statement or the introduction, of any evidence). 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal. the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Special proceeding appeals may include some juvenile appeals. 
'hFigures were computed: 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filine. dispOSition, and end pending data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Court. 1976 Annual Rer.ort (Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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IDAIIO MAGISTRATES DIVISION" OF DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 districts, 66 judges 
January I, 1916 to December 31, 1976 

Child: 
Unclassified tort: 

Personal :!.njury/property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dc:aestic relatioDB: 

Domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Probate: 

Informal estate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Formal es ta te .............................................. .. 
Guardianship of minors ........................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Hental health: 
Guardianship of incapacitated ........................................ . 

Other civil: 
Other complaints and petitions ..................................... . 
All other special hearings ............................................... .. 

Total ................... ~ ..................................................................... . 
Extraordinary writs: ' 

Habeas corpus .............................................................................. .. 

Total civil 

KisdclI.eanor: 
MLsdemeanor--drug ................................................................. . 
ether misdemeanor .......................................................................... . 

Total ......................................................................................... . 
Felony preliminary: 

FelonY--drug ............................................................................... .. 
Felony--driving while intoxicated ................................................ . 
Other felony .......................................................................... .. 

Total ....................................................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUI: 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated .................................. .. 
Juvenile--driving while intoxicated ...................................... . 

Total ............................................................................................. .. 
Other traffic 'v"~ JlatioDs: 

Traffic .................................................... .. 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act--drug ........... ~ .................................... . 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other ................................................. . 

Total ................................................................................ ,.. .......... .. 
Deeend'=-.Dcy and neglect: 

Child Protection Act ...................... <, ...................................... . 

Total juveI";Ue 

Gran· .. tu::~l .................................................................................. .. 

Beginning 
pending 

315fh 
l,740fh 

2 112fh 
, 639fh 
207fh 

2,958fh 

1 400fh 
l'150fh 

'141 fh 
2,691 fh 

159fh 

4 703fh 
'176fh 

4,879fh 

6fh 

12,748fh 

220fh 
3 072fh 
3:292fh 

71 fh 
41fh 

l,079fh 
--hillfh 

4,483fh 

1 080fh 
, Ofh 

l,080fh 

..l22!!fh 

4,678fh 

61fh 
1 475fh 
1:536fh 

~fh 

l,841fh 

23, 750fh 

Triald 

Filed 

550 
10,130 

4,049 
1,610 

974 
6,633 

2,591 
1,231 

197 
4,019 

201 

8,300 
685 

8,985 

1,300 
20,945 
22,245 

679 
. 236 

3,951 
~ 

27,111 

6,614 
3 

6,617 

177,336 

183,953 

212 
7,278 
7,490 

~ 

7,926 

249,516 

Civil ...... ............ ....... 12,851 
Criminal 

Misdemeanor ....................... .. 
Felony preliminary ............ . 

Total .................................... . 
Traffic: 

Traffic ............................ . 
Misdemeanor--DWI ............... .. 
J\'1venile--OWI ...................... .. 

Total ................................. .. 
Juvenile .................... .. 

Total ........................................ .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aeourt jurisdiction: 

1,800 
155 

1,955 

3,684 
648 

1 
4,333 
3,471 

22,610 

Disposed 

428 
9,670 

4,496 
1,316 

941 
6,753 

2,108 
1,160 

150 
3,418 

165 

7,188 
597 

7,765 

1,334 
20,189 
21,523 

668 
244 

3,719 

~ 

26,154 

6,521 
2 

6,523 

209 
6,813 
7,022 

489 
---~ 

7,511 

245,545 

The Magistrates Division is a division of the Distril.!t Court and its data are included in the general jurisdiction summary tables. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil elise is counted with the f11ing of a petition or complaint. 
The c~imlnal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

437 
2,200 

1,665 
933 
240 

2,838 

1,883 
1,221 

188 
3,292 

195 

5,815 
264 

6,079 

186 
3,828 
4,014 

82 
33 

1,311 
-.!.tlli 

5,440 

1,173 
1 

1,174 

3,804 

4,978 

64 
1,940 
2,004 

27,721 

A tri,nl is counted when it is officially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence). 
fBeginnine pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beg1nning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Source: Admirtistrative Office of the Courts, lcl~ho Courts 1976 Annual Report (Soise, Idaho). Statistics arc from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed whet'~ necessary. 
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Death sentenc 
Other appeals 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

• 

Illinois court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Discretional original jurisdiction in 
revenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

- Appeals as a matter of right from 
Circuit Court when death sentence -- imposed and from Appellate Court when - federal or state constitutional question 
arises for the first time or on certificate 
by the Appellate Court. 

-Other appeals from Circuit and Appellate 
Court as provided by Supreme Court 
rule. 

• Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

. ~ 

APPELLATE COURT (5 DISTRICTS) 
34 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

e. · Appeals as a matter of right except 
provided by rule. in cases appefllable directly to 

the Supreme Court or from jUdgments 
of acquittal in criminal cases. 

• Direct review of administrative actions 
as provided by law. 

~ ~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
603 circuit and associate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All justiciable matters except where the 

Supreme Court has original and ex· 
clusive jurisdiction or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretionary 
original jurisdiction. 

· Review of administrative action as 
provided by law. 

-
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I-I ""=1~~'~""~."~"_,,,,,,.,, __ ,,,,~» ___ .. ~_~_,,_~. __ --.-.,,,--~----_,, __________ ,,_,, __ ._,, ___ ''''" 

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed ••...••••••.•.•••••• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[rule 302(b)J allowed ................................... . 
Statute held invalid ..• I ••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 

Certificate of importance ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.• 
Total ....••••......••••. ~ ....••.•••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed .•••..•.••••••.•...• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[rule 302 (b)J allowed .................................. , 
Statute held invalid •.....•• I •••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Death penalty [rule 603J ........... : ..................... .. 

Total ..••....•..•.•.•••...•••••.....•••••..•••.••••••..••• '" 
Agency appeals: 

Industrial Commissiona ..•.•.....••.•......••.•• I .••••••• I I I. 

Total appeals ......••. I I ••••••••••••••••• I ••• I •••••••••••••• I. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Civil: 

Beginning 
pending 

59 

23 
15 

1 
98 

36 

0 
7 
1 

44 

39 
liIT 

Original action motions.................................. 0 
Original action motions allowed ••• I........... ........... 4 
Hiscellaneous •...•. I ••••••••••••••••• I. •••••••••••••••••• 0 

Total civil ................. ".............................. 4 
Criminal: 

Original action motions ....•••••.••.. ; •••....•..••••..••• 
Original action motions allowed ....••.•......••..•.•••••• 
Hiscellaneous •...•.•••.•.••.•••...•.• ~ •..•..••••.. e •••••• 

Total criminal ..•.•.•..•...•.•••...•.•.•.•...•.••......••• 
Attorney disciplinary ...•.••..•..•...•••....•• t, ~.".: ••••••• 

Total •.....•.......•.•....•.•••.•....••.•.•...•.•.•••.••.••. 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil: 
Petition of leave to appeal ••.•.....••..•..••.•••...•.••. 
Petition for public interest [rule 302(b) J motion ........ 

Total civil •.........•.......••....•••.....••••••.•..••••• 
Criminal: 

Petition for leave to appeal .••.•.•.•••..•.•.••.•...••.•• 
Petition for public interest [rule 302(b) J motion .... "". 

Total criminal .................................... ~ •.••.•.• 
Total •••.....•.•. I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••.......••••..•.......•.•.••.•..••....••.••• 

Total cases ....••.•...•..••..•...••.••.•••.••.••.••••...•.•.•..• 

Other proceedings: 
Other mat ters: 

Petitions for rehearing .••.••••..•.•.•.•.••.•••..••••......•• 

1 
2 
o 
3 
5 

12 

61 
o 

61 

86 
o 

86 
147 

159 

340 

Total other proceedings .....••.•..•••••.•••.•••.•.••••.•...•.••. N/ A 

Hanner of disposition 
Written opinion •.•••••...... 236 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aC~urt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

7l)e 

36)e 
9 
3 

12 (107)e 

86)e 

6)e 
16 
0 

16 92)e 

41 
69 (199)" 

45 
ll)e 

4 
49 l1)e 

16 
2)e 

11 
27 2)e 
11 
67 13)e 

392 
56 

448 

388 
6 

394 
842 
929 ( 13)e 

998 (212)e 

~ 

NtA 

Disposed End 
pending 

80 50 

37 22 
14 10 

2 2 
133 84 

68 54 

3 3 
12 11 
0 1 

83 69 

46 34 
-26-2--- lii7 

32 ll)e 2 
a 7 
4 0 

44 l1)e 9 

13 2)e 2 
3 1 

11 0 
27 2)e 3 
10 6 
81 13)e 18 

317 ( 71)e 65 
20 ( 36)e 0 

337 (107)e 65 

307 ( 86)e 81 
0 ( 6)e 0 

307 ( 92)e 81 
644 (199)e 146 
725 (212)e --m 

987 (212)e 351 

_7_6 ___ NtA 

76 NtA 

Appeals from administrative agencies'w!li not be handled by the Supreme Court after January 1,1979. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double cO'Jnting: 

Petitions for leave to appeal, rule 302(b) motions, or original action motions are counted as requests to appeal or original proceedings 
filings; when denied, a disposition is counted; when granted, the case becomes an appeal or original proceeding, but a new filing is not 
counted. When the appeal or original proceeding is concluded, a disposition is counted. The granted petitions and motions are the 
numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Unpublished statistical report provided by the Clerk of the Supreme Court and by the administrative office of the Illinois courts. 
Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Cases: 
Appeals: 

ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 34 judges 
.January I, 1976 to Dt!cember 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

l,803f 
2,270 
4,073f Total appeals .••••••••••••••.•••••.•••.•..••.••.••..•.•••••••• 

Total cases , .................... , ............................... . 4,073f 

Filed 

1,858 
2,115 
3,973 

3,973 

Manner of dispos! tion 
DispOSition of appeals 

Full opinion ................ .. 
By rule 23 order ••••.••.•••.•. 
Without opinion or 

1,952 
1,008 

Affirmed ............... . 1,895 
670 
254 

52 
89 

rule 23 order •••.••..•.•••••• 975 

Reversed .•• ~ ...••.•..... 
Affirmed in part .....••. 
Dismissed •..•.....•..... 
Hodified .............. .. 

Time interval (months) 

Number 
Under 

of cases 

6 6 to 12 to 1'1 1'1 to 
~ ~ years years Date of filing to date of disposition: 

Civil ......................................... 406 457 533 190 Criminal ...................................... 352 63J 878 263 Date briefs filed to date of disposition: 
Civil ••••••••• f. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 795 515 170 76 Criminal ...................................... 1,288 563 152 65 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court 
This differenc.·(,! 1n the pending figure is due to an adjustment during an inventory of cases. year: 

Disposed 

1,678 
2,257 
3,935 

3,935 

2 to 3 
~ 

77 
112 

Source: 
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Over 
3 

years 

15 
17 

1 
0 

End 
pending 

1,983 
2,128 
4,111 

4, III 

Statistics are 



I 

Ii 
i 
I 

I 
ILLINOIS CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 circuits, 603 circuit and associate judges 

January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild , 
Law: 

Law $15,000 and under •••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Law over $15,000 .•••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .....•...•.... ··.······••····•·····•••····••···•••··•··• . 
Small claims .....••............•••...•••.•..•.....•....••.•.•.• 
Equity, 

Chancery .••.••..•••.•.••.•• ··•••·•••••••·••••·•·•••••••••··• • 
Property rights: 

Eminent domain ..••••..•.•.••..•••.••••••••••.•••••••.••••.••• 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce ..•••....••.•. • •• •••·••••••·••••••• .. •·••••••·••••·••• • 
Family ..................... • •• ••• ...... •• .... • .. •••• .. • .. • .. • 

Total .•........•...•........ ··••·•···••····•··•·••••··••·•··· . 
Probate •.•...••...••••. ··••····•······•··•···•····•••········• • 
Mental health ..........••.....••....•....••...••••••.•••....••• 
AdmiD~cftrative: 

Tax •...••....••....•.••...••.•..•.......•....•.•..•••....•..• 
Municipal corporations ...•....•.•.....•......••..•••...•....• 

Total ..........••.....•.. ··.·•···•••·····••···••·····•···•··· • 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous remedies .........••......•...••...••...•...•••• 

Total civil ................... ~ ................................ . 

Felony •.•.•.....•..• " ... II •• ~r, ............. ••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanors j •. 10 •••• ~. 6 •• • .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conservation violations ................ " •...••...•••...••...•.. 

Total .•....•.....•........•.• ~ ••.••....•.•..........••...•. ..•• 
Ordinance violations ..••....•••..••.....•....••••..•...•... to ••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic, 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Beginning 
pending 

61,400h 
61,293h 

122,693h 
37,638h 

30,489h 

1,441h 

32,929h 
14 ,560h 
47,489h 

N/A 
1,424h 

96,848h 
421h 

97,269h 

~h 

344,005 i 

19,278h 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

19,278i 

N/A 

Total juvenile .................................................. 13,606h 

Grand total ....................................................... 

~ 
Civil (law)" ........ 1,448 
Criminal {felony)m .. 1,147 

Total ................ 2,595 

Triald 

Non-Jury 

N/A 
1,420 

N/A 

Total 

N/A 
2,567 

N/A 

376,889 i 

Filedj Disposed 

124,822 116,837 
33,718 28,053 

158,540 144,890 
185,811 184,161 

20,650 16,802 

785 856 

69,634 65,359 
20,807 16,499 
90,441 81,858 
33,533 29,003 

8,515 8,466 

128,906 104,080 
219 179 

129,125 104,259 

~ ---h!l2. 
633,246 575,465 

30,645 29,412 

420,388 342,097 
7,157 6,826 

427,545 348,923 

~ ~ 

520,112 437,221 

2,305,483 2,229,623 

.----
25,731 26,529 

3,484,572 3,268,838 

Criminal dispositions (felo!!Z)-

Guilty plea ......................... 
Trial conviction ...•••....••....••.. 
Total convicted •••••••.•••••••••••.• 
Acquitted ........................... 
Dismissed ............................ 

Time interval (average months) 

Date of filing to date of verdict: 
Law--jury ......................... 30.7 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A &2 This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: . 

End 
pendingk 

69,385 
66,958 

136,343 
39,288 

34,337 

1,370 

37,204 
18,868 
56,072 

N/A 
1,473 

121,674 
461 

122,135 

-hill 
397,256i 

20,511 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

20,511i 

N/A 

12,808 

430,575i 

17,032 
1,577 

18,609 
990 

13,996 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. Each defendant is counted for criminal trials and 

criminal dispositions. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending cases were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

iOata are not complete: 
Civil total pendings do not include pending cases for probate. 
Criminal total pendings do not include pending cases for misdemeanor and ordinance violations. 
Grand total pendings do not include pending cases for probate, misdemeanor. ordinance violations. and traffic. 

jExplanation of data in the category: 
Filed includes c::ases that have been trl:nsferred in and t~anHferred out of the court's jurisdiction. Cases transferred in are added to the 

orlginal fl1ings, while cases transferred out are subtracted. Post judgment and posttermination matters are not included. 
Hisdemeanor cases include ordinance and conservation violations in the Circuit Court of Cook County. 

kAdditional information: 
The end pending figures for the 1976 court year reflect an accurate inventory count for those counties reporting. There are incomplete 

pending data for all case categories except law. because some counties are delinquent in reporting their pending figures. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil jury trials are for law cases only. 
Criminal trials and criminal dispositions arC!. for felovy cases only. Each defendant is counted for trials and disposition types. 

Source: Administt'ative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois). Statistics are 
from th~ annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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J 
Civil if amount is 
greater than $50 
Criminal if sentence is ,rna,eeT" 10 YO"'. 

SUPERIOR COURT (31) 
81 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- U:lW, equity. 
- Felonies, preliminary hearings, 
some minor criminal. 

- Juvenile in some counties. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT 
(60) 
60 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort under 
$3.000, possessory 
actions between landlord 
and tenant where rent 
does not exceed $500 
per month, small claims. 

- Misdemeanor, traffic,local 
ordinance violations, 
criminal with line under 
$1,000 or sentence less 
than 1 year. 
Jury trials. 

CITY COURT (:::::::81) 
81 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil action under $500 

(varies to $2,500). 
• Misdemeanors with fine L.­

less than $500 and r­
sentence less than 6 
months. City ordinance 
violations. 

Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Indiana court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Final appellate jurisdiction. Criminal appeals with 
minimum penalty greater than 1'0 years. Civil appeals 
il amount in controversy is greater than $50. 

- Constitutionality 01 stata or lederal statute and 
habeas corpus appeals, ariSing out 01 criminal. 
extradition. or mental health proceedings. 

I 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals not heard by 

Supreme Court. 
- Revie,,"<s final decisions 6f administrative 

agencies. 

CIRCUIT COURT (88) 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law, eqUity. 
- Domestic relations and probate 

(except Marion and Lake 
Counties). Small claims in 
some counties. 

- Felonies, preliminary hearings, 
some minor criminal. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

CRIMINAL COURT OF 
MARION COUNTY 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
- Misdemeanors. traffic. 
Appeals on record. 
Jury trials. 

Civil 

JUVENILE COURT 
OF MARION 
COUNTY 

PROBATE COURT (2) MUNICIPAL 
COURT OF 
MARION 
COUNTY 1 judge 

Jurisdiction: 
- Paternity. 
- Criminal misdemeanors 
committed against juveniles 
by adults. 

- Exclusive orginal jurisdiction 
in all juvenile matters. 

t 
TOWN COURT (:::::::25) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- OrdInance violations, 

misdemeanors with fine 
less than $500 and/or 
sentence less than 6 
months. 

Jury trials. 
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2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Marion and St. Joseph Counties . 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in probate, 

adoptions, and guardianship. 
- Juvenile. 
Jury trials in probate. 

J 
JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT (2) 

15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law cases under 
$10,000. Landlord and 
tenant. 

- Misdemeanors, 
ordinance violations, 
and traffic with fine 
less than $1,000 
and/or sentence less 
than 1 year. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

10...- Surety ~' peace 

SMALL CLAIMS I 

COURT OF MARION ! 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

CiVil actIons unaer 
$500. 

I.- COUNTY (8) 

- Felony preliminaries. 
Misdemeanors with 
line less than $25. 

No jury trials. 

8 judges 
Jurisdiction' 
. Givil conrract, tort, 
possession of property, 
and landlord and tenant, 
under $1,500. 

. Surety of the peace 
proceedings. 

No jury trials. 

I.j 
tl 



INDIANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 

CaBes~ 

Appeals: 
Direct appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil petitions to transfer after granted ••• 0.0.0000 •••• 0 ••••• 

Criminal petitions to transfer after granted ••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original actions ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary cases •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Writs ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requeuts to appeal: 
Civil petitions to transfer ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Criminal petitions to transfer denied ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Petitions for eKtension of time •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special judge matters •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hearing officers in disciplinary matters ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
o 

X 

o 
X 
X 

-X-

80h 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!iL 
N/A 

Hanner of disposition 

1976 

Hajority opinion .............. 165k 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 6 

Boldface headings indicate the claasifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A I: This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

x 
X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
38 
X 

151 
X 
X 

-X-

430 

N/A 
N/A 

..JY.L 
N/A 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hHgure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

kAdditional information: 
There were 25 concurring opinions and 25 dissenting opinions. 

Disposed 

137 
7 
7 

I5T 

11 
9 

38 
58 

151 
70 

221 ----m 

430 

464· 
191 

21 

676 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
o 

X 

o 
X 
X 

-X-

80 

N/A 
N/A 

.JY..L 
N/A 

Source: Division of Stal:e Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 districts ~ 9 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil........................................................ X 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••• 0................................ X 
Other appeals: 

EKpedited cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0........... X 
Total appeals ................................................. -m 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases...................................................... 499 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Notions to dismiss/affirm ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !...... 20 
Chief judge matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total......................................................... ---.lQ. 

Total ather proceedings ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 20 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion' (majority) •••••••••••• 639 
Opinion (other) ............... 97 
Order ...... ................... 14 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

317 
417 

43 
---yr; 

777 

.170 
2 ,r~94 

l..Q.~ 

3,0114 

Blank space J:I Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by thl\ court. 
X ... The data for this case type ar.e known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed cases are "fully briefed cases" forwarded to the court by the clerk's office. 

Disposed 

X 
X 

653 

147 
2,894 
3,041 

3,041 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

623 

43 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report' 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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INDIANA SUPERIOR COURT AND CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of genoral jurisdiction 

31 counties, 81 judge.; 88 circuits, 88 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: . 
Saall claims !County Court function)k ••••••••••• , ••••••• I •••••• 

no.e8tic relations: 
Dissolution ••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed dissolutions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pi:obate: 

Beginning 
pending 

253 

X 
X 
X 

Probate/adoption............................................. X 
Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total......................................................... X 
Other civil: 

Civil ........................................................ X 
Redocketed civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Plenary proceedingsk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 168 
Redocketed civil (County Court function)k .................... 0 
Venued in •• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ X_ 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald : 
Kiadelleanor: 

Criminal (County Court function)k •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed crim,inal (County Court function)k ••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony /miade.eanor: 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FelojlY prelimiuary: 

Other (County Court function}jk ••••• t ••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

Other criminal: . 
Otherj ...................................................... . 

Total criminal •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Nonfelony traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nonfelony traffic (County Court function)k ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J. 

:!.'!Ex. 
Civil .................. 756 
Criminal.... ........... 846 
Otherm •••••••••••••• I • • 332 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 1,934 

Triald 
Non-jury 

15,735 
5,571 

83,726 
105,032 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

X 

4,395 
93 

4,488 

X 
X 
X 

186 

__ X_ 

X 

X 
~ 

X 

X 

231,492 

Total 

16,491 
6,417 

84,058 
106,966 

Filed 

17,407 

44,223 
21,782 
66,005 

18,190 
3,665 

21,855 

44,073 
15,846 

45 
4,405 
4,288 

68,657 

173,924 

13,236 
5 

13,241 

14,275 
1,647 

15,922 

2,001 

12,331 

43,495 

74 
48,263 

48,337 

12,981 

278,737 

Settled 
Default 

Disposed 

11,833 

46,826 
19,931 
66,757 

16,200 
3,775 

19,975 

56,606 
ii,411 

39 
2,089 

70,145 

168,710 

17,452 
72 

17,524 

18,481 
1,288 

19,769 

927 

~ 

49,769 

322 
46,669 

46,991 

13,331 

278,801 

Civil dispositions 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

~38~ 
2,069g 

__ X_ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
~g 

X 

X 

232,134g 

17 ,026 
18,307 

Criminal 8!!d traffic dispositions 
Plea ........................... 31,516 
Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 20,582 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count; 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the munber I")f informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. . 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and disposition~: 
Figures are 8S added up from the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have no't been specifically listed. These include probable causa hearings, 

petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, waiver hearings, and informal juvenile hearings. It. was determined from 
the data that many of these Were probable cause cases when handled as a County Court function. The "other" category cases are listed as 
other crialnal for the regular functions of the co~:(lt. 

kAdditional information: 
Cases in this category are considered a County Court function (cases usually handled in the County Courts) of the Superior Court and Circuit 

Court. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

"Other" trials include data for trials in oaal1 claims, dOJr.e8tic relations, probate. traffic, juvenile. and other cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CRIHINAI. COURT OF HARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 4 judge. 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Criminald : 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal ••• I •••••••• I ••••••• ,. I ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Redocketed criminal ••.. t ••••••••• , t •••••••••• , •••••••• I •••••• 

Venued in .................................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

351 
5 

Total ......................................................... ~ 

Total c.riminal •..••.•....••..••.•...•••.•.••.•••••.••••••••.•..• 

Grand total •.••••.••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• ,>. 

Triald 

~ NOn-,ury~ 
Criminal ................. 36-6-- 16 533 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

356 

356 

Filed 

1,948 
113 
333 

2,394 

2,394 

2,394 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

SChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions! 
Figures are as added up from the annual report. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

2,348 173g 

75 358 

2,423 ~ 
2,423 208g 

2,423 208g 

CriaiDaI disEositions 

Plea 1,.11 ••• II. "' I •• ' 766 
Dismissed ............ 436 

Source: Division of State Court Administrator, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, ~ndiana). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

INDIANA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

60 courts, 60 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Small claills ••••..••••••••••••••.•.••.•••••••••••.••••••.•••••• 
Other civil: 

Plenary proceedings •••.•••.•••••.•.••••••.••.•••.••.•••••.••• 
Redocketed civil ••.••.•••.••.••. , ••• , ••••••.•••••.•••.• " •••• 

TQtal , •.••.•..•.•••.•• 0 ••••••••••••• , ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Misdelleanor: 
Criminal •••. o ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Redocketed criminal •••.•.••.•.•••.• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••.•.••.••••.••.•..••.••••.•.. , •••••••.•. 0 ••••••••••••••• 

,elony preliminary; 
OtherJ •••.•••.•.•.•.••••..•••• ~ •..••••••••..•••••.•..••••••• 0 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations:: 

Nonfelony traffic •.•••.••••.•..•..•••.••.•...•••..••••.•••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

~ 
Triald 

Non~jury ~ 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
X 

_ X_ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

_ X_ 

X 

_X_ 

X 

2,385k 

Disposed 
End 

pending Filed 

40,758 28,980 X 

3,697 1,780 X 
7,496 3,956 X 

~ ~ _X _ 

51,951 34,716 X 

31,582 23,281 X 
233 434 X 

31,815 23,715 X 

--.i..ill. ~ _X _ 

36,167 27,544 X 

130,149 116,663 _X_ 

130,149 116,663 X 

218,267 178,923 42,444
g 

Criminal and traffic disEositions 
Civil .................... )1 7,926 

3,944 
10,398 
22,268 

7,937 
4,025 

Civil dispositions 
Settled....... ....... 6,842 
Default .••••••••..••• 12,658 

Plea ........................... 57,685 
Criminal ................. 81 Traffic Violations Bureau •• to •• 68,981 
Otherm •••.•••.•.•..•. ,... 63 

Total ..................... 155 
10,461 
22,423 

Boldface ~eadings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of COl\nt is the number of informations J indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figure is 8S added up from the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" category includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have not been specifically listed. These include probable cause 

hearings, petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, and waiver hearings, It was determined from the data that many 
these were probable cause cases in the County Courts. 

kAdditional information: 
The beginning pending figure is low because a majority of the County Courts began handling operation on January I, 1976. 

ItlCategories fOl' disposition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials in smal,J. claills. traffic. and felony preliminary cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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JUVENILE COURT OF HARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed 
pending 

Criminald : 
Kisdemeanor:: . 

Cr1minalj .................................................. .. 
__ 6 

Total criminal ..•••.•••••• , •.•.••••••. t •••••••••••••••• • •• •••• t. 

Juvenile: 
Other juvenile: 

Juvenile ••.•.•••••••.••.••.••••••• t •• t, ••• ••••••••••••••••••• 

Otherj ..................................................... .. 
Total ..••••••••• , ••••...••.•••.•••••••.•.••.....••.•.••••••••• 

Total juvenile .••.••..•••••••••.•.•••.•••.•••.••...••••.••.••.•. 

Grand total •••••.••••.. , •••••••.•.•.••.•.•...•••••••..•••••••.••.• 

Crimi""l ................ . 
Juven1..~e ••••••• I ••••••••• 

Total ..••• ~I •••••••• , ••••• 

1,287 
110 

1.397 

1,397 

1,403 

~ 
o 
4 
4 

Triald 
Non-jury 

10 
4,316 
4,326 

~ 
42 

5,968 
87 

6.055 

6,055 

6,097 

~ 
10 

4,320 
4,330 

Boldface headings indicate tit\! classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal cases are misdemeanors committed against juveniles by adults. 
Other cases are informal juvenile hearings. 

• Disposed 
End 

pending 

~ ~ 

25 23 

5,714 1,541 
61 136 

5,775 1,677 

5,775 1,677 

5,800 1,700 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). 
except that totals Itave been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

INDIANA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Probate: 

Probate/adoption ••••••••.••.•.••.•.••.•••.•••.••.•..• I ••••••• 
Guardianship •..•..•..•••••.••••.••. , ••.•• t •••••••• ••••••••••• 

Total ..•..•.•.•.• t •••••••• • •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil ••.•.•.•••••.•••.•..•.•••.••.•••••••.•••..•••• , ••.• : 

Total civil •••.••••.••••.•••••••.•••••••• t •••••••••••••• ••••••• 0 

Grand to tal ••••.••••••.•.•••••.••••. 0 ......................... 0 I •• 

Civil 
~ 

3 

Triald 
Non-jury 

3,677 

Boldface headings indicato. the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 
3,680 

396 

4,091 
4,771 
8,862 

~ 
10,541 

10,541 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A triAl is counted if tried to verdict Ot; decision. 

8Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as added up from the annual report. 

Filed 

408 

3,687 
822 

4,509 
1,827 
6,744 

6,744 

Civil dispositions 
Settled ............ .. 
Default •••••.•••••••• 

Disposed 

368 

3,722 
641 

4,363 

133 
215 

1,028 
5,759 

5,759 

End 
pending 

435
g 

4,275
g 

4,838g 

9,113
g 

1 8648 

11:4128 

11,4128 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indian~). 
exc!!pt that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 11 full-time and 4 part-time judges 
January I, 1976 to December ,11, 1976 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocke ted ci vi! •.••••.•••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Venued in 1'1 ••••• eo I, 0'0" I •••• ' ••••••• I.' I ••• II ••• II •••• II ••• 

Total ••.•••.•.•.•.••..•..••..••••••..••••••.•••.••.•••.•...••. 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal ••••••••• I ••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Nonfelony traffic •••.••••.•• I." ••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

~ 
Civil •••• •••••••••••••••• 39 
Cr:lminal ••••••••••••••••• 100 
Trl1ffic •••••••••••••••••• 39 

Tot;.l ••••••••••••••••••••• 178 

Triald 
Non-jury 

6,075 
11,946 
24,062 
42,083 

~ 
6,114 

12,046 
24,101 
42,261 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning Filed pending 

5,616 8,249 
3,181 6,701 

7 

..J..2.2Z. 14,957 

8,797 14,957 

13,918 35,595 

13,918 35,595 

46,150 96,310 

46,150 96,310 

68,865 146,862 

Civil dispositions 
So.ttled •••••••••••••• 306 
Default •••••••••••••• 5,906 
Dismissed •• ••••• ••••• 4,017 
Venued out ••.•••••••• 83 
Other •••••••••••••••• 1,423 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal csse unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. 

Disposed End 
pending 

10,058 3,800g 

7,791 2,091 h 

~ ~g 

17,849 5,8918 

~ 23.573
g 

32,129 2J,5i'3
g 

86,425 76,996g 

86,425 76,996g 

.136,403 106,460g 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 
Plea ........................... 59,399 
Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 8,361 
Dismissed •••••• t............... 12.865 
Other ••.••.•••••..• , •.•••••• ,.. 1.782 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1976 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA CITY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

81 courts, 81 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the City Court for 1976. 

INDIANA TOWN COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

25 courts, 25 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

'. 

There were no data for cases handled in the Town Court for 1976. 

INDIANA JUSTICB OF TIlE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1976. 

SIIALL CLAIMS COURT OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the 8m' . Claims Court for 1976. 
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I Iowa court system, 1976 

DISTRICT COLIRT (8) 
16 district assocIate judges 
14 regular full·time magistrates 
8 substitute full·tlme magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $3,000 or less, small claims 
$1,000 or less. Forcible entry and 
detainer except title to property. 

• Misdemeanors, indictable misdemeanors, 
non·lndlctable misdemeanors, including 
traffic and ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

- Juvenile. 
Slx'person jury trials in Simple 
misdemeanor (non·indictable) cases. 

No jury trials In small claims. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as of right in all cases from District 

Court except real estate under $1,000 or 
decisions on smail claims appeals, 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· General and original civil, probate. 
• General and original criminal. 
· Juvenile. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials, 

219 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
191 part-time ma9istrate positions 
Jurisdiction: 
• Small claims $1,000 or less. Forcible entry and 
detainer except title to property. 

• Non·indictable misdemeanor including traffic 
and ordinance violations (fine less than 
$100 or sentence less than 30 days). 
Preliminary examinatIons . 

No jury trial in small claims. 
Jury trial in criminal cases. 
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Cases: 

IOWA SUPREIIll COURT 
Court of lust resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeals: 
Civilj ....................................................... 662 
Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 337 
Other: 

Filed 

547 
408 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -ill -ill 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 999 955 

Other cases: 
Original pr:oceedings 4 ••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

RequestB to appeal •••••••••• I ••• I •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

Total othE'.r cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ........ I •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions and orders ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• , •••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Signed writtun opinion ••••••••• 317 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••••• 70 
Affirmed without opinion....... 7 

Time interval 

Notice of appeal to readiness •••••••••• 
Readiness to submission •••••••••••••••• 
Submission to filing of decision ••••••• 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••••• -1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- =- Not applicable. 

31 
190 

---m 

999 1,176 

2,281 

2,281 

(average months) 
~ Priority civiln 

8.6 8.6 
17.8 2.1 
2.4 1.9 

2ii:B 1"2."6 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

625 756 
446 322 

8 ~ 1,079 1,078 

(j) (j) 

-i.ll 
(j) 

-ill 
(j) 

1,079 l,078
g 

2,281 

2,281 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ......................... 254 
Reversed ••• I ••••••••• , ••••••• ~ •• I 87 
Mixed •••••••••••••••••••• 1; ••••••• 35 
Dismissal or withdrawal .......... 474 
Transferred ....................... 69 

Consolidated ..................... 28 

~ .£!. 
9.5 9.1 
2.0 7.0 
1.8 2.0 

TI:J T8.T 

Civil appeals disposed and pending figures include direct civil appeals, original proceedings. and requests to appeal ariSing out of civil 
cases. Disciplinary cases are included in civil appeals under filed and pending. 

Criminal appeals disposed and pending figures include both direct criminal appeals and original proceedings arising out of criminal cases. 
nTime interval or age of pending data; 

Priority civil includes postconviction relief and contested child custody cases. 

Source: Clerk of the Supreme Court, Iowa Supreme Court Statistical Report For the Year 1977, Iowa Judiciary (Des Moines, Iowa); and Court 
Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1976 Annual Statistical Report (Des Moines, Iowa: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
reports except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the 
clerk of the Supreme Court. 

IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 diatrictsC 

January 1, 1976 to Decellber 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Small claias: 

Small claims (associate judges and regular magistrates) •••••• 
Small claims (substitute and part-time magistrates) ••••••• ". 
Small elate.", (disposed by clerk) , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Totall ....................................................... . 
Probate: 

Estatek •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardiansh ik Bnd conservatorshipk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusteeship ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••• , ••• ,., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Regular civil (district .iudges) •••••••••• ' •• ' •••••••••••••••• 
Regular civil (associate judges, substitute and 

regular magistrates) •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

974 
570h 
X 

12,9R2f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
31.,164 f 

47,146 t 
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Filed 

5,752 
12,220 

X 
62,416 

18,594 
3,630 

672 
22,896 

39,719 

384 
40,103 

125,415 

Disposed 

5,911 
12,265 
46,037 
64,213 

16,950 
N/A 
N/A . 

16,950' 

37,242 

366 
37,608 

118,771 i 

El"d 
pending 

815 
525 
X 

11,185 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
36.659 

47,844 i 

(continued on next t',,-ge) , 

", 

Iowa District Court (continued) 

Crimin..l d: 
Felony: 

Regular c riminaljk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor: 

Regular criminaljk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nonindictable statek 

I •••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• • 
Felony preliminary' 

Preliminary examinationj (associate judges and regular 
magistL'utes) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Preliminary e~aminat:ion (substi tute and pert-time 
magistrates) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• • 
Ordinance violations: 

Nonindictable ordinancek 

Total criminalk •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Nonindictable statek • I •••••••••• " ••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nonindic table ordinancek •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Other juvenile: 

Juvenile (district judges) ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juv.enile (associate judges and regular magistrates) •••• I ••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• • •• •••••••••••• .. • • 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

9,964f j 

(J) 
X 
X 

l,650f 

l,059fh 
2,709 

__ X_ 

X 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

X 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••• I........ .......... .................. 133,4241 

Triald 

!!.!!IT Non-jury ~ 
Civil •••••• 384 14,857 15,241 
Criminal ••• 1,022 23,780 24,802 
Traffic •••• 160 8,506 8,666 

Total •••••••• 1,566 47,143 48,709 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

18,015 16,534 

8,143 8,130 
X 44,762 
X 52,892 

7,285 7,258 

12,695 12,332 
19,980 19,590 

__ X_ 93.183 

X 182,199 

X 147,127 
X 138,583 

__ X _ 285.710 

X 285,710 

3,134 Z,797 
2,538 3,832 

_5.672 ~ 

5,672 6,629 

587,921 593,309 i 

Age of E;endin!iS cases 12/31/76 
Over 1 l::ear Under 1 ~ear 

Regular ci vil ••••• 16,564 20,095 
Regular criminb:l •• 2,665 8,793 

N/A - Thia case type is handled by the court, but the data arc unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

l1,458j 

(J) 
X 
X 

1,677 

1,422 
3,099 

__ X_ 

X 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

X 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

123,047i 

cJudg:t~ni~~~~~;0~~se9 handled by 89 district and 16 district assod.ate judges, 14 regular full-time, 8 substitlUte full-time, and 191 part-time 
magistrs te3. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial (contected) is counted when the first \·,itness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending· figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 
The disparit:' between these figures is due to inventory corrections. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure wa'3 computed frolll filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

iData are not complete; 
Probate. total civil, and grand total disposed figures do not include guardianship an~ conservatorship, or trusteeship. 
Total civil pending does not include probate data. 
Grand total pending docs not include probate or. juvenile data. 

jExp.lanr..d.on of data included in the category: 
Small claims total includes cases handled by the clerk. The cases are not listed as filed or pending in the "by clerk" category because the 

cases are filed as regular cases and not as cases to be specifically disposed by the clerk. 
Regulal' c.r1tninal cases handled by the: district judges include felanies and appeals. 
Pelony f,)~ditlg 1s the total for all regular cl"""lminal categories (felony, appeal, indictable misdemeanor). 
tUsdemeat."')r (regular criminal) pending cases art! included in the felony (regular criminal) data. 

kAddtional information: 
Estate, guardianship and conservatorship, trusteeship, and regular criminal (felony) ,ar.e handled by district judges only. 
Nonindictsble at:.lte and nonindictable ordinance calH!s are handled by district associate judges, regular full-time, sub2titute full-time, and 

part-time magistrates. 
In nddition to the tot·al crimimU datn, there were 238 search warrants and 30 miscellaneous actions handled by district associate and regular 

full-time [f.agistrates, and 840 search warrar,ts and 73 miscellaneous action:a handled by substitute full-time and part-time magistrates. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department. 1976 Annual Statistical Report, Iowa Judiciary (Des Maines, IO\la~ 1977). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals ha.ve been computed where necessary~ 
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Kansas court system, 1976 

PROBATE COURT (105) 
105 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Probate wills, sellie estates, 

guardianship, committing the insane, 
and habeas corpus cases. 

JUVENILE COURT (105) 
101 probate judges serve plus 4 

separate juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 

miscreant, wayward, truant, dependent 
and neglected children, as well as 
juvenile traffiC offenders. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Final appellate jurisdiction in civil matters 

over $500' and in all criminal matters. 
· Original jurisdiction In injunctions, quo warranto, 

and mandamus. 

DISTRIC1< COURT (29) 
63 judges 
Jurisdjction:~ .... .. 
· Unlimited original civil jurisdiction except in 

certain probate cases. 
· Unlimited original criminal jurisdiction except in 

city vrdinance violation cases. . 
· No juvenile jurisdiction. 
· Appellate !'Jrisdiction from lower courts. 

- -.. -

-- -

· Misdemeanors, city ordinance violations, 
including traffic (less than $499 fine .---or 1 year imprisonment). -.,. 

No jury trials. 

---
t Indicates route of appeal. 
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COUNTY COURT (93) 
Probate judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil under $1,000. 
· Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fi ne or 1 year 
imprisonment). 

Jury trials in most counties. 

CITYCOURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil under $3,000. 
· Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 
1 year imprisonment). 

Jury trials. 

MAGISTRATES COURT (5) 
5 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil under $3,000. 
· Felony pre!iminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 
1 year imprisonment). 

Jury trials. 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil under $3,000. 
· Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 1 
year imprisonment). 

Jury trials. 

", 

• 

KANSAS SUPRI!IIE COURT 
Court of las t resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1975 to June 3D, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal, .................................................. .. 

Total appeals ." ••.••••••.•.•••..• "",, ••.•.•••••.•.••..•••••.••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ......................... " •• ""." •••• """ ••• " •• "" •••• ,, 
Disciplinary cases " •.•.••.•. " •. "" •• " ••• " .•• "." ..•••....••.. 
Quo warranto .•.•.••••....•....•••••••..•••••..•.•....•••..• 
Error coram nobis •••.•.•••.•.••••.•.••••••..••••...•••..••• 

Total •...••••..•••••.....•••....•••••..•••••.•••••.••.•••.•• 
Requests to appeal •••.•.•••••••..••••••.••• : ..••••••...•••..• 

Total other cases .•••••••.••••...••••••..••••.••••••.•..••.... 

Total cases •••••.•••••••.•••••.••••••....••••...•..••..•••...•.• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Application for intermediate 
relief (rules 5, IS, 16, and 17) 

Total other proceedings '. '<r ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Appeals terminated by opinion •••• 276 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Sf 

--Sf 

__ Of 

Of 

Time intervals (average months) 
Notice of appeal to docketing ..••...••••..••...••....•• 
Docketing to readiness .••.•.•••.••...••..•.••..•••...•• 
Readiness to decision ••••..•••.•••••.••..••••..••...••• 
Docketing to decision •••...••.••••..••...••..••••.•••.. 
Notice of appeal to decision •..••...••••.••••..••..•.•• 
Docketing to submission .••.••.••••.••••.••••..••...••.. 
Age of pending cases from date of notice of appeal •••.. 
Age of pending cases from date of docketing cases •...•• 

Filed 

254 
152 

4ii6 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
32 

~ 

43S 

Disposed 

IS6 
l1S 

--w; 

11 
13 
10 

1 
1 

36 

~ 

340 

~ 

42 

DispOSition of appeals 
Affirmed .............. 190 
Reversed •••..•••..•••. 65 
Reversed in part •••..• 16 
Dismissed ............. 33 

Civil 
5.6 
4.4 
7.1 

11.6 
17.1 
9.9 

10.4 
4.S 

~ 
7.7 
4.1 
4.s 
8.S 

16.5 
7.5 

13.9 
4.1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Biank space'" Not enough information is known. The category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

Source: Judicial Council, Kansas J:,-dicial Council Bulletin 1976, 50th Annual Report (Topeka, Kansas: December 1976). Statlstl~tl 
are from the annual rep{i,r~ except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

End 
pending 

223 
110 

333 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

4 

--4 

337 

__ 0 

° 



KANSAS DISTRlC! COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 districts, 63 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civile!, 
Auto tort II .................... 11 ••• 1. I ••••••• II II •••••••••••••• 1 

Non-auto tort ................................................ . 
Contract ............. 0 ••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Foreclosure ............. " .•...•.•....•.•••.•••...••..••••••.. 
Real property ................................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Domestic. relations: 

Divorce ...... " •••. ~ .......................................... . 
Separate maintenanee ..••••..••••.••••....• 0 0" 0 0 o. 0 o. 0 0" 0 o. 
Annulment 0 ••• 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 • 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 •••••••••••••• 0 • 0 ••••••• 0 •••• , 

Reciprocal IN ••......•.•...• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Reciprocal OUT •...•••••.•.•...••••.•••••.• 0 ••••••••• 0 • 0 ••••• 

Other domestic relations .0 ...•.•...............•............ 
Total •••..••.•.••••..•• 0 •••••• 0 ...... 0 ........................ . 

Other ~ivil' 
Other regular civil ••.• "' .•.•.••.•...••..•••.•.• ~ ..•.•• ,. 0 ••• 

Appeals •••••••••••• " ......................................... .. 
Extraordinary writs: . 

K.S.A. 60-1507 ............................................ . 
InjunctiQn, quo warranto, mandamus •••••••• 0 •••• 0.0 •••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total civil 

Criminald , 
Felony: 

Crime against person .0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 -i' 0 -., •• 0 ••••••• II .... 

Crime against property .0 ••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 •• ~ ... 0 •••••• 0 ••••• 

Other felony 0 0 ................ 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Total.o .................. o ••••• o.o ••••••••• o ••• o •••••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor ................ 0 ••••• 0 ............ 0 •• ~ •••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Driving while intoxicated ••...••••..••••.••...•• 0 0 •••••• 0.0. 

Other traffic .....•.. o. 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••• o. 0 0 •••••••••••• o. 
Other offenses ••.•• 0. o. 0 ••••• ,. •••••••••••••• ,. ••••••••••••••• 

Total .0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0 0 0 •••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
OWl/OUI, 

Driving while intoxicated .••.•.•••••.••..••.•.••..• 0 •••••••• 

Other traffic violations: 
Traffic ................................................... .. 

Total traffic •••.••••.. 0 ••• 0 .............. 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 0 0.0 •••••• 

Grand total 

Contested trial d 
:!!!!:lc Non-jury 

Civil .................. 3891 8 941 1 
Criminal and traffic ••• 738 '693 

Total ................... 1,127 9,634 

Total 

9,330 
1,431 

10,761 

Time interval (months) 

Beginning 
pending 

1,497 f 
l,480f 
3,734 f 

540f 
612f 

1,152f 

7,309 f 
35,2 f 
11lf 
392 f 
112f 
19!f 

8,467 f 

l,982 f 
(j) 

28 f 
262f 
~f 

18,602f 

388f 
701 f 
328 f 

1,417 
50 f 

110f 
142f 
183f 

-illf 

1,902f 

20,550 f 

Filed 

1,260 
1,533 
6,375 

1,012 
1,208 
2,220 

18,545 
502 
438 

1,301 
1,210 

603 
22,599 

3,412 
(j) 

53 
359 
~ 

n,811 

1,212 
3,163 
1,139 
5,514 

)46 

315 
451 
600 
~ 

7,026 

88 

---'i! 
229 

45,066 

Disposed 

1,325 
1,332 
6,033 

1,027 
1,224 
2,251 

18,817 
589 
459 

1,143 
1,203 

538 
22,749 

2,928 
(j) 

37,059 

1,250 
3,088 
1,089 
5,427 

144 

303 
424 
569 

.-Llli 
6,867 

67 

----ill 
192 

44,118 

Criminal and traffiC dispositions 

Pleas of guilty .••.••••••.•••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 

Trial convictions .••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Acquitted .............................. . 
Dismissedm •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

End 
pending 

1,432 
1,681 
4,076 

525 
596 

J, ,121 

7,037 
265 
90 

550 
119 
256 

8,317 

2,466 
(j) 

19 
242 

-ill 
19,354 

350 
716 
378 

1,504 
52 

122 
169 
214 
~ 

2,061 

38 

~ 

83 

21,498 

3,838 
1,096 

335 
1,790 

Age of cases at disposition: 
Under 6 month ....•.•••..•• 0 

6 to 12 months •..• o •••• 0 •• 0. 

Over 12 months •... 0 0.0 •••••• 

Contested civil Contested criminal and traffic 

5,711 
1,854 
1,705 

1,278 
129 
24 

Age of pending cases 

Under 12 months • 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 

12 to 24 months •••••••••.••• o. 0" 
Over 24 months ••••••••• o. 0 o. 0 •••• 

17,670 
2,806 
1,022 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the filing of a. petition or complaint. Appeals are filed in categories according to the nature of the case. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 
A non-jury trial is counted if the case is contented (an attorney appears in opposition). 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals are listed in categories according to the nature of the suit. 
ISpecial source or revision in data: 

Figure is as revised by the office of the judicial administrator. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Dismissed criminal dispositions include dismissals, other uncontested matters, and appeals from lower courts. 

Source: Judicial Council, Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin 1976, 50th Annual Report (Topeka, Kansas: 1976); and Office of Judicial 
Administrator, Statistical Report on the District Courts 1976 (Topeka, Kansas'. 1976). Statistics are from the annual reports except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made durir.g verification by the office of the judiCial 
administrator. 
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I 

Civile! 
Law; 

Civil 

Total civil 

KANSAS CITY COURT, IIAGISTRATES COURT, AND COMMON PLI!AS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 17 judSI!II 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Total criminal ••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• x x 

Traffic: 

Total traffic x x 

Grand total 

Disposed 

28,269 

28,269 

x 

x 

114,192 

:!!!!:lc 
Civil ................ 1 

Triald 
Non-jury 

2,761 
X 

~ 
2,762 
2,648 
5,410 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 
Pleas of guilty ••••• 0........... 73,877 

Criminal and traffic. X Trial conVicted • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2,263 
Total ••••••••• 0 ••••• o. X X Trial acquitted .. "............. 385 

Dismissed •••.•••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 • 6,506 
Bound over to District Court .••• 2,892 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications u&ed by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when t[le jury is impaneled. 
A non-jury trial is counted if' the case 1s contested (an attorney appears in opposition). 

hFigure was computed: 
Filed figure was computed from pending and disposed data. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Beginning pending figures were obtained from the 1975 Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin • 

Source: Judicial Council, Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin 1975, 49th Annual Report; 1976. 50th Annual Report (Topeka, Kansas: 
1976). Statistics are from the annual reports except that totalR have been computed where necessary. 

Clvild , 
Law, 

KANSAS COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

93 counties: probate judges serve 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ........................................................ ~ 

Total civil •••••• 0 I ••••••••• , •••• 0 •••••••••• o. 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Total criminal ..• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 • X 

Traffic: 

Total traffic •.•••••..••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••• o. X 

Filed 

X 

X 

Grand total ...................................................... 10,1731 190,127h 

-------------------

Disposed 

~ 

6,966 

X 

X 

189,776 

Triald Criminal and traffic dispositions 

~ 
Civil ................ 1,162 
Criminal and traffic. X 

Total •• 0 .......... 0... X 

Non-jury 
1 
X 
X 

Total 
1,163 
3,112 
4,275 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Pleas of guilty ................. 168,875 
Trial convicted • 0............... 2.830 
Trial acquitted •• 0.............. 282 
Dismissed •••••••••••.•• 0........ 9,224 
Bound over to District Court..... 1,599 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase ,definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of P.. petition or complaint. 
The criminal caSe unit of count 1s the number of informations, indictments, or compla1nts. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury 1~ impaneled. 
A non- jury trial is counted if the case is contested (an attorney appears in opposition). 

hFigure was computed: 
Filed figure was computed from pending and disposed data. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Beginning pending figures were obtained from the 1975 Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin. 

Source: Judicial Council, Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin 1975, 49th Annual Report; ,1976, 50th Annual Report (Topeka, Kansas: 
Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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End 
pending 

-2..ill 

1975, 

5,457 

X 

X 

9,734 

End 
pending 

~ 

2,803 

X 

X 

10,524 

1975, 1976). 
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KANSAS PROBATE COURT AND JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

109 courts, 109 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild, 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Probate: 

Estates ••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship, conservatorship •••••..••.••.•.••••.•••••••..••• 
Trusts under supervision ...•••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••.•••• 
Care and treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Determination of descent ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous •••.••.•.•...•........•••.•••••••...••••.••••••• 
Foreign transcripts ••......••.••••••.••••.•.••••.••••••••.••• 

Total .•.••..••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••.••••••••••.••••••• 
Extraordinary writs: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

8,175 f 

8.412 f 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

16,587 fi 

Habeas corpus hearings .•..•..••.•••.•••••••••....•.•••••••••. NI A 
Orders in absence of District Court judge •••.•• .• ~........... N/A 

Total ......................................................... --1i.I..!.. 

Total c1vil 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••.•••..••...••.. ~ ~.......................... NI A 

Grand total ........................... ............. ................ 16,587fi 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
HI A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

N/A 

5,747 
1,796 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7.5431 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

7.5431 

N/A 

7.5431 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
iDsta are not complete: 

Disposed 

2,432 

5,287 
1.184 
1.954 
3.347 
2.680 
1.234 
1.890 

17.576 

20 
582 
~ 

20.610 

21,007 

41,617 

Probate, total civil, and grand total pending and filed figures include only estates and guardianship, conservatorship cases. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

8,635 
9,024 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

17 ,659 i 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

17 .6591 

N/A 

17,6591 

Source: Judicial Council, K~nsas Judicial Council Bulletin 1976. 50th Annual Report (Topeka, Kansas: December 1976). Statistics are fran the 
annual report except that totals hav~ been computed where necessary. 

XANSAS MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data Ilvailable for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiacal year 1976. 
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Judgment of death. 
Ufe imprisonment or 
sentence greater than 
20 years. 

t 
QUARTERLY COURT (120) 
County judges serve 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. 

Kentucky cour~ system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Direct appeals on judgmen"1 of death, life 
imprisonment, or imprisonrnent for over 20 years. 

- Motions to transfer from Court of Appeals for 
causes of great and immediate importance. 

- Discretionary review of Court of Appeals decisions. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS 
14 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right on judgments of 
the Circuit Court. 

- Review of administrative agency decisions. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
87 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All justiciable causes not vested in some other court. 
- Civil actions over $500. 
- Original criminal. 

Appeals on the record. 
Jury trials. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (120) 
120judQes 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate jurisdiction. 

- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than Criminal 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than $500, 

sentence less than 1 year. $500, sentence less than 1 year. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
Civil 

POLICE COURT (344) 
344 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 

$5QO, sente.nce .Iess than 1 year: ~unicipal 
ordinance Violations. Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (142) 
142 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanor and traffic with fine less than $500, 

sentence less than 1 year. 



KENTUCKY SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Total appeals ....••.......•.•.•.•••.......•..•..•..••....•..• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original actions •....•.•.•....••..•...•.....•....••......• 
Actions for injunctive relief ••.•..•.••.....••....••...•.. 

Total .••.•......••....•.•.•.•.•.. I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Motion for appeal •••••.•.•••••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Motion for transfer ••.•.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion for discretionary review ••...•••....••.•...••...••. 

Total ....••.•......•....••.....••••...•••...• " .•....•....•• 
Total other cases ...••.....•.....•.•..•.•...••.••..••..•....• 

Total cases ..••...••....•...•...•...•••..•••.•..••••...•••.•••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing ......•.......•....•••...•.••....••.. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

Total other proceedings •....••.....•.•.•...••....••......•....• Nt A 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion ................... 750 
Order ••••••••••••••••••••• 314 
Transfer ..•••.•.. -......... 153 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

--X-

X 
14 
X 

11 
7 
3 

21 
--X-

833 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Total cases disposed include 153 cases transferred to the Court of Appeals. 

-End, 
Disposed 

per-ding 

--X- ~ 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

--X- NTA 

1,217 j N/A 

~ N/A 

130 N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been compute~ where necessary. 

Cases: 

KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALSk 
Intermediate appellate court 

14 judges 
July I, 1976 to Dec ... ber 31, 1976k 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeals: 
Total appeals ..•.••..•.....••.....•.•...••....•.•..••.....••• --0 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original actions ...••.•....•....•••....••..•.••.•.••.••..• 0 
Actions for injunctlve reliefa •.••••.....••..•.• ~......... a 

Total .•.....••....•••...••.•.•..•...•.••...•.•.....••...•.. 0 
Requests to appeal .....•.....•.•...••....•••••..•••....•..•. 

Total other cases •..........•.•...•••....•••....••••.....•... --0 

Total cases ..•....•....•.•.....•....••••.•.••..••.••..•.•••.•. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing..................................... __ 0 

Total other proceedings .....•....•••...•.•....••...••..•.•••... o 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion •••••••••••••••••••• 38 
Order •••••••••••••••••••••• 3~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

--X-

X 
Oa 

X 

--X-

615 

__ 0 

o 

Blank space'" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor m.!ly not be handled by the court. 
X "" The data for this case type are known to be it:cluded in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Disposed 

--X-

X 
Oa 

X 

--X-

o 

End 
pending 

--X-

X 
X 
X 

X 

__ 0 

o 

Jurisdiction regarding ".actions for injunctive relief" was retained by the Supreme Court until February 1, 1977. The Court of Appeals 
obtained jurisdiction on that date. 

kAdditional information: 
The Court of Appeals became operational in August 1976. Appeals were docketed beginning on July 1, 1976. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report. 
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KENTUCKY CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

56 diatricts, 87 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Clvild: 

Beginning 
pending 

Tetal civil •• ••••• •••• ••••••••••• ••••••• ••••••• •••••• ••••••••••• 71,720f 

Criminald : 
.elony /aiade.eanar: 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,208 
Extraordinary vrits: 

Prisoner petitions •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• ~........... --.lQ. 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

8,228f 

79,948f 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

59,497 

11,013 

11,202 

70,699 

Disposed 

55,.110 

11,589 

-----ill 
11,740 

66,850 

End 
pending 

76,1048 

9,094& 

58 

9,152g 

85,256g 

The criminal case unit of count is in general the number of infor.mations or indictments. Counts were made for both the number of 
informations or indictments and the number of defendants, with more data being available for the information or indictment unit of count. 
Estimates for those counties miSSing information or indictment data were taken to be the number of defendants. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Discrepancy for criminal cases results from estimation procedures used to arrive at some criminal figures. 
iData are not complete: 

The follOWing counties were not included in the state totals because their caseload reports were not received in time by the administrative 
office of the courts: Breathitt, carroll, Case\', Johnson, Knott, Lincoln, Montgomery, Rockcastle, Scott, Whitley, and Woodford. 

jExplanation of data inc.luded in the category: . 
Criminal cases include felony, misdemeanor, and civil and criminal appeal cases. 

Source: AdministrativG Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

KENTUCKY COUNTY COURT, QUARTERLY COURT, POLICE COURT, AND JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

120 county courts, 120 judges; 120 quarterly courts, county judges serve; 
344 police courts, 344 judges; 142 justice courts, 142 judges 

January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Clvild: 
Law; 

Civil 
Probate 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violations: 

Criminal/city ordinance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pelany preliminary ••••.•••••••.••.••••••.••••.•••••••.•••••.••• 

Total criminal 

traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Serious traffic •••.••••••••••.••.••.••• i,~' .. ~ •••• , .. I> ••••••••••• 

Other traffiC •••••••.•..•••••.•••••. r., •••••• ~~ ..... /I~ •• ~ ••••••• 
Total •••• ~ ••••••••••••••.••..••..•••..• ~ ~ ~ ~ •.•••.•••••..•••••. 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ••.••.••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••..••.•...••• 

Grand total ••.••••••••••.••.••••••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Filedb 

42,658 
20,097 

62,755 

leS,~75 
:LI ,[,:81 

209,356 

73,425 
353,021 
426,446 

426,446 

26,043 

724,600 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Lower court data were not reported and not previously estimated in Adair, Allen, Anderson, Ballard, Bell, Bourbon, Boyd, Bracken, Breathitt, 
Bu11itt, Caldwell, Campbell, Carlisle, Carroll, Casey, Clark, Clay, Crittenden, Cumberland, Davies, Edmonson, Elliott, Estill, Fayette, 
Floyd, Franklin, Fulton, Gallatin, Garrard, Graves, Grayson, Greenup, Hancock, Harlan, Harrison, Hart, Henderson, Henry, Hickman, 
Hopkins, Jackson, Jessamine, Johnson, Kenton, Knott, Knox, Laurel, Lawrence, Lee, Leslie, Letcher, Lewis, Lincoln, McCreary, McLean, 
Madison, Marion, Harshall, Mason, Menifee, Marcer, Metcalfe, Monroe, M'Jrgan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Nicholas, Owen, Perry, Pike, Powell, 
Robertson, Rockcastle, Scott, Taylor, Todd, Trigg. Union, Wayne, Webster, Whitley, Wolfe, and Woodford counties. The projected caseload 
for each case category was Bubstituted for actually reported figures in these counties. 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
Tue criminal case unit of count is the number of defendan\~s on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Source: AdminiGtrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1976 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Louisiana court system, 1976 

Criminal 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals In criminal cases with fines greater than 

$500, sentence greater than 6 months; civil cases; 
and constitutionality of ordinance or statute. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
29 judges 

Fine greater than $500. 
Sentence greater than 6 months. 

Jurisdiction: 
. Civil appeals only. Appeals from 

Family/Juvenile Court. 

'~ ... +~h---+~.w..:_CiVil--... 
Civil 

Juvinlle JUVENILE COURT (3) 
7 judges 

EAST BATON ROUGE 
FAMILY COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
-In Caddo, Jefferson, and 
Orleans Parishes. 

- Desertion, non-support, adoption. 

i 
Criminal . 

DISTRICT COURT (35) 
139 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original civil jurisdiction. 

Exclusive real property, election, 
probate, civil rights, and receiver· 
ship jurisdiction. 

. Original criminal jurisdiction. 
Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

2judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Adoption, non·support, desertion, 
separation, divorce. 

- Adult crimes against juvenile not 
punishable by death or hard labor . 

- Neglect, delinquency. 

Civil less than $100. 
Fine less than $500. 

- Adult crimes against juveniles not 
punishable by death or hard labor. 

- Neglect, delinquency. 

Civil greater than $100. 

ndicates route of appeal. 

CITY COURT (49) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil varies from less than $100 to 

less than $2,000. 
• Criminal not punishable by hard 

labor. Preliminary hearings. 
· Juvenile if no juvenile or family 

court. 
No jury trials. 

PARISH COURT OF 
JEFFERSON PARISH (2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1 ,000. 
- Criminal not punishable by 
hard labor. 

No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT (461) 
461'justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
:Civil actions under $300. 
· Committing magistrate in non· 

capital cases. 
No jury trials. 
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Sentence less than 6 months. 

TRAFFIC COURT 
OF NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Municipal ordinance, traffic 

violations. 
No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· City ordinance violations except 

traffic. 
No jury trials. 

MAYOR'S COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordinance violations. 
No jury trials. 

" 

LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last rcsort 

7 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal ............................... •••••• .. •••• .... • .. • .. 

Total appeala ••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••.•••••••..•••••.•• 

Other cases: 
Original proceediogs: 

Writs •••.••••••.•••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••.••••..••• 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 
Other •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• · ••• ••••••••••••••••• • 

Total .••••••.••••••. •.••••..•••••••.••••••.••••..••••••• ~ ••• 
Requests t~ appeal ...•.••.••••••.••••••.••••.••••••....••• e , • 

Total other cases •. , ••••.•••..••••••.•••••••.••••••.••• I •••••• 

Total cases •••••.••..•••• , ••.••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

Other proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

"""N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

"""N/A 

N/A 

Rehearing requests ..•••..•••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••.•••.• ~ 

Total other proceedings ••.••••.•••••••.•.•••••••.••••.•••.••••.• N/A 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion ...................... 513 
Per curiam without opinion... 61 
Appeals dismissed •••••••••••• 13 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A '. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed 

8 
453 

-m 

1,278 
22 

1 
1,301 
(k) 

1,301 

1,762 

Disposed 

7 
337 

--""Jii4 

1,233k 
8j 
1 

1,242 
(k) 

1,242 

1,586 

---lli 
236 

Disciplinary case dispositions were assumed to be equal to the number of reported opinions rendered on disciplinary cal:ies. 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 1,233 writs disposed, 145 were reported as opinions written after the granting of the writ and argument of the case. 

-rnd 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

"""N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

"""N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Re ort with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana); and Office of 
the Clerk, Supreme Court of LOUisiana, Annual Statistical Resume New Orleans, Louisiana. Statistics are from the annual reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, fmil ,additions have been made during verification by the clerk of court. 
Unpublished data were obtained through telephone calls, to the office of the clerk. 

--------------------------------------------------,~""~~.--~---------------------------------------------------------
LOUI~tMlA OOURTS OF APPEAL8 
IDtemt~iate appellate court 

4 cirCuits, 29 judges 
January 1, 1976 to De~ember 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Total appeals •..••..•••..••••••• .... C I .......................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Writs ....................................................... . 
Itcquests to appeal •••.••••.•••.•.•.•••..•...••..•••.••...••.• 

Total other CDses ••..••.••••.•••.•••••••..••••••.••••••.•.••.. 

Total cases ........................................................ . 

Other proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
--X-

x 
X 

--X-

760fh 

Rehearing requests ..................................................... NtA 

Total other proceedings ......................................... N/ A 

Manner of disposition 
Judgments rendered .............. . 
Cases dismissed ................ . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

1,947 
1,947 

242 

242 

2,189 

.Ji!.!... 
N/A 

1,627 
175 

Blank spece • Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not a.vailable by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court hears civil appeals only. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed; 

The writs disposed figure was computed by adding writs refused and writs granted. 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, dispOSition, and end pending data. 

Disposed 
End 

pi:!nding 

1,802 X 
1,802 --X-

229h X 

"""""ill' --X-

2,031 918 

~ N/A 

896 N/A 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been cOIilPu,t.e_d __ wh_e_r_e __ ne_c_e_s_sa_r..;,y_. _____________________________________ _ 
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LOUISIANA DISTRICT COURTi, FAMILY COURT, AND JUVENILE COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

35 districts, 139c judges; I court, 2 judges; 3 courts, 7 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Auto tort •.•..••.••..•...••... · .• ·••··•·•·•••·•·•••••···•••••· 
Non-auto tort: 

Other tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••·••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Property rights ••..•.••..••••.•..••• , .••••••••••.•••.••.•••.•• 
Do.eatic relations: 

Domestic ••.•••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t.· ... · 
Adainistrative: 

Workmen I B compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Succession •••..••.•.•••.••.•••.•••.•••.•.•••.••••.••••..••.. 

Total .•.•••..••....••••••••. · •.• •·••·•·•••••••••·•••·••••••• • 
Other civil •••.••••••..••••.•• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals ••.•...•••.••.•...••••••••••..•.••• • •• ••••••••••••••·• • 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald , 
Felony: 

Criminal categories ••..••.•••..••••.•••.••••••••..••••• ••••• 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal categories •••.••••.•.••.•..•...••••..••.•.•••• ••.•• 

Total criminal ..•••.••...•.••••••.•.••.•••.••.•.••.•••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••.••..•...•..••.••••••••••..• ;, ..•.•.•••••••...••• 
Status offenses: 

Child in need ••.•...•..•..•.•••••••...•••..••• ! ••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile .•.•••••..•••...•...•.•••.••••.•••.••••.•••••••• 

Total juvenile ................ I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
NtA 

NtA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NtA 

.JilL 
NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

8,616 

5,280 
26,779 

1,758 

26,605 

4,307 
9,442 

13,749 
15,559 
__ 6_5 

100,868k 

14,721 

5,501 

854 

--2..£!. 
IO,406k 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NtA 
N/A 
N/A 

.JilL 
N/A 

NtA 

.JilL 
N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

..JY..!!.. 
N/A 

.End 
pending 

N/A 

NtA 
N/A 
NtA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

..JY..!!.. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NtA 

------------------------
Grand totali •.•••.•. I •••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 163,571 

Time interval (median days) 

Filing to disposition: Cases tried 
Civil ••••••• ........ 52 -
Criminal: 
Felony.............. 114 
Misdemeanor ••.•••••. 65 

Cases set for trial 
but not I.:ried 

85 

97 
53 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

Cases disposed 
without being 
set for trial 

31 

66 
20 

Nine of the 139 District Court judges are in the 5 parishes that submitted no reports. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Total for 
all cases 
--40--

84 
26 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
iData are not complete: 

Of the 64 parishes, no data were submitted for St. Hary, Ascension, Assumption, Plaquemines, and Terrebonne Parishes. 
kAdditional information: 

Total civil and total juvenile filings a8 reported do not equal the sum of the filings by category. 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
frOID. the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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LOUISIANA CITY COURTi AND PARISH COURTi, NEW ORLEANS HUNICIPAL AND TRAFFIC COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

.53 courta. 65 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild , 
Law: 

Civil 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••• t •••••• " •••••• 

Ordinance violations ••••• , ..................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic, 
Other traffic violations~ 

State cases .••.••.••.•••••.•••.•.••.••..••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance cases ••••••••••••.••••••.••••.••• 'J ••••••••••••••••• 

State cases--juvenile ••••••••••.•••••.••• , ••••• , •••.••••••••• 
Ordinance cases--juvenile I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total. I I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other traffic ••••••••.•.••••••.•••.•.•• I •••••••••••••••••• 

Juven1.le: 
Delinquency •••.•.•••••••.•.•••.•••••••••••••.••.•.••••••••••••• 
Dependency and neglect: 

Neglect .•.•.•.• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Special proceedings ••••.••••••••.• , •••.••••• I •••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ••.••.••.•••••.•••••••.••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••.•.••.••.•••.••.•.•••••••••••••••..••.•••••.. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

.JilL 
N/A 

N/A 
..JY..!!.. 

N/A 

NtA 
N/A 
NtA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

N/A 

N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

59,537 

59,537 

21,027 
..-2hW. 
112,158 

1.26,205 
254,839 

4,175 
2,764 

387 ,9~ 

387,983 

4,569 

299 

5,075 

564,753 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations J indictments, or complaints. 
iOata are not complete: 

Data were not available for Oakdale and Plaquemi"nes. 

Disposed 

35,081 

35,081 

20,736 
72,256 

92,992 

121,172 
209,504 

3,672 
1,114 

335,462 

335,462 

3,951 

304 

4,409 

467,944 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1976 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statisttcs are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OF l'III! PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

461 courts t 461 justices of the peace 
.January I, 1976 to Dece.ber 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1976. 

LOUISIANA MAYOR'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayor's Court for 1976. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
.JilL 

N/A 

N/A 
NtA 
N/A 
NtA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

_.NlA_ 

NtA 

NtA 



Maine court system, 1976 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2D,000" divorce, 

annulment, separation, quiet title, 
small claims. 

- Misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity concurrent 

with Superior Court. 
· Hears final appeals from lower courts 

and appellate review of criminal 
sentencing. 

SUPERIOR COURT. (16) 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Original jurisdiction In civil. 

Equity matters relating to estates. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
· Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 
Jury trials. 

234 

PROQATE COURT (16) 
16 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, testamentary or administration, 
settlement of estates. Guardianship. 
Adoptions, change of name, and actions 
for separation. 

" 

',I 
n 
f 
" 

;"11 

,.' 

MAINE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of last re.uort 

6c justices 
JanQary 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 

121 143 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... . 
115 136 Criminal ••..•••••• .;. .••••••..•••••••••••••••.•.•••.••••••.••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•.••••• I ••••••• I •••• 

119 
127 --m 

145 
124 -m ---z3'6 279 

Other cases: 
OrIgInal proceedings: 

Solemn occasion opinlonsj •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Requests for certificate of probable causej ••.•••••..••••. 0 
Sentence review: 

Appeals in the appel1ate division......................... 33 
Total other cases •••••••••..••••••••••••.•••.•••• •.•••.•.•• --:i'3" 

Total cases 279 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion................ 155 
Per curiam opinions •••••••••••• 11 
Solemn occasion o,inions ••••••. 2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by t.he NCSP. 

cJudge information: 
One "active retired" justice serves in addition to the six justices. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: . 

57 
-r;s 

334 299 

Dispc.,ition of appeals 
Sustained................ 34 
Denied ................... 113 
Remanded ................. 19 
Dismissed •••••••••••..•.. 68 

Solemn occasion opinions are requests from the legislature or go".rernor for advisory opinions. 

314 

A request for a certificate of probable cause can be filed after denial of a petition for postconvictlon relief, and if granted, results in 
a regular appeal. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977 (Auburn, Maine: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the clerk of the court. 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony/alsaeaeanor: 

MAINE SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 counties, 14 judges 
.January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

8,188h 

Indictments ••••••••••.••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••..••••••••• X 
Transfers ••••••••••••.••.•••••.•••.••••.••• ,................. X 

Filed 

5,851 

X 
X 

Total •••••••••.•••.••••••••••.••.••••..•••••••••.•••••••••.••. 3, 844h ~ 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••• '!. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,533 

Grand total 12,384 

Disposed 

5,024 

2,675 
3,664 

...hill. 
6,339 

11,363 

Triald Time intervals (average days) 
Civil 477 
Criminal ••••• 604 

Total •••••.••• 1,081 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Civil: 
Pretrial memo to pretrial conference ....•...••••....••..••.•••.. 
Pretrial conference to disposition for all cases disposed •••.•.. 
Pretrial conference to disposition for cases disposed by trail •.. 

Criminal: 
-Days to disposition for indictment ••••••.•.•••.•••.•••••..•••••• 
Days to disposition for transfer ••.••••.•.••••••....•••..•••..•• 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. indictments. or complQ.int~. 
A trial is counted by the state when it has officially begun. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was calculated from data available for If27S. 
End pending fl.Jure was calculated .trom filed, disposed. and ~.;J:8:l'trtil\g pending data. 

End 
pending 

9,015h 

x 
X 

4,03Sh 

4,038h 

13,05311 

101.3 
140.0 
138.0 

76.2 
79.4 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977 (Auburn, Maijle: 1977); and "Summary of clerk's monthly report to the chief 
justice for the year ending December 31, 1974" (unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 
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MAUlE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

13 courts» 20 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 3D, 1976 

Law: 

Beglnnin~ 
pending 

Disclosure................................................... N/A 
Other........................................................ N/A 

Total........................................................ N/A 
Small claims •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••. N I A 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce ••••.••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••• ~ ••••.• ,. •••••• 0' •••• 

Reciprocal •••.•••.•••.••••••••••.•••. . ••••••.•••••••••.••••. 
Total •••.•...••• ~ ........••...• , .••. • •....••••••.•.•••...• 

Mental health .......................... ., .................... .. 

NiA 
N/A 
N/A 

..JYL 
Total civil.... .................................................. N/A 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

'l'etal traffic N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile.................................................. N/A 

(,rand total ...................................................... N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A z This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

5,951 
12,449 
18",;)0 
12,511 

7,31:3 
41 

7,3t4 
~ 

38,693 

x 

4,517 

117,845 

X -= The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fi t g of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, iJ'!dictments, or complaints. 

kAdditional .information: 

._, 
End 

Oisposedk 
pendingk 

Il/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

..JYL ..JYL 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Data for pending and disposed categories can:lot be accurately reported by the District Courts at this time. A new reporting system is being 
developed and data for the ~eginning pending, disposed, and end j)ending categories should be available at a later date. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977 (Aupurn, Maine: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been compur.ed where necessary. 

MAINE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 16 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 
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Juvenile 
in Montgomery 
County 

Maryland court system, 1976 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court of Special Appeals. 
- Uniform Certification of Questions of Law Act. 

I 
Certiorari 

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: of District 

Court appeals - Exclusive initial appellate jurisdiction over any 
reviewable judgment of a Circuit Court or 
Orphans' Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
85 judges 
JurisrJiction: 
- Civil actions over $2,500. Probate in Montgomery 

and Harford. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater than $2,500, 
sentence greater than 3 years). 

- Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT 
80 judges and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, landlord and tenant. 
- Felony theft if value is under $500, misdemeanors 
ordinance violations (fine less than $2,500, ' 
sentence less than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile (in Montgomery County). 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

.... _1------ de novo 
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ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
69 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over administration 
of estates of decedents and minors, 
orphans, wards, and guardians. Handled 
by '~ircuit Court in Montgomery and 
Harford. 
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MARYLAND COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

1 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal •• ~ ................................................................................. .. 

Total appeals ....................................................................... . 

Other cascs: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary .............................................. . 
Requests to appeal: 

Applications for certiorari: 
Civil ................................................... . 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

o 
o 
o 

--0 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Bar examination review ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar admittance review •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

o 
o 
o 

--0 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

134h 149h 6 
41h 37h 8 

-m ---rB6 ----r4 

18 18 0 

230 230 0 
234 234 0 
464 464 0 

-482 Iiil2 --0 

657 668 14 

32 32 0 
45 45 0 
77 77 0 

---rr ---rr ---0 

Disposition of appeals 
Reported written opiTiion •• 0........ ........... 125 Affirmed ............................... 69 
Unreported written ~. pinion • 0 ........... 0...... 3 
Per curiam • 0 •••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0' ••• 0 • • • • 7 

Time interval (average months) 

Reversed ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •• 

Dismissed •••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Transferred out ••••• 0" • 0 0 ••••••• 0 ••••• 

Affirmed in part, reversed in part ••••• 
Modified and affirmed •• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 •••••• 

Disposition in lower court to docketing ••••••••• 0 •••• 6.2 
Docketing to argument ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.' 2.2 
Argument to decision •• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••• 1.1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

hFigure was computed: 
Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal appeal beginning pending figures 'kcre obtained from the 1974-75 annual report. 

55 
19 

5 
25 
5 
6 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75, 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

238 

MARYLAND COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS 
Intemediate appellate court 

12 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity ................................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Criminal ••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 0.0 ••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 

Total appeals 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 0 • 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 

Other cases: " 
Orisinal proceedings •••• 0" ••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 •• , •••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Application for leave to appeal: 

Postconviction ••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 •• o ••• 0 0 

Defective delinquent •••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0.0 

Total •• 0 ••• o. 0 ••••• 0 0" 0 0 ••• 0 o. 0 ••••• 0 0" 0 ••• 0 0" 0 •••••••••• 

Total other cases 0 ••• 0 0 ••••••• o. ~ ~ 0 0 •••••• o. 0 0 •• l' ." 0 ••••• 0 ••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
761 

1111 
---rsr 

o 
o 
o 

--0 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••• 0 ... 0 ..... 0 ........... 0............. 187 

Manner of disposition 
Reported written opinion •••••••••••••••• 0 •••• o. ·305 
Unreported written opinion ••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0', 633 

Filed Disposed 

368 X 
254 X 
622 607h 

762 727h 
1,384 1,334 

122 122 
35 35 

157 157 
---m- ---m-

1,541 1,491 

Disposition of appeals. 

Per curiam ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 •• ~ ) •••• 0 • • •• 632 

Affirmed 
Reversed 
Affirmed 
Remanded 
Modified 

in pa1."t, reversed in part eo ••• 

aild a.t" f lrmed •••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Transferred !. •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Dismissed ••.•••••••••••• 0 • L 0 •••••••••••• 

Time interval (average months) 

Disposition in lower court to docketing .0 •• 00 ••••••• 2.2 
Docketing to argument ••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4.2 
Argument to decision ••••••• 0 •• 00 ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0. 1.2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used "by the NCSP. 
Blank space· Not enough inforr ation is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case tyP! are kno1o.TQ to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 
Civil and criminal appeal dispositions were computed from available data. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Civil and criminal appeal beginning pending figures were obtained from the 1974-75 annual report. 

702 
138 

45 
19 

9 
73 

347 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
91 

• 146 
----zj] 

0 
0 
0 

--0 

237 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974 ... 75, 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual reports 
except tha~ totals have been ccmputed where necessary. 
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MARYLAND CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 courts t 85 judges 
.July I, 1975 to .June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Confessed judgments •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

vther law •..•••.....•••. ··········•·••····•··•·•••··•··••·••· 
Total ....•..•... ············••••·•·••···••••·•····••••······· • 

Auto tort .••••....•.••.........•..••••..•. 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Non.-auco tort ••••••••••.•..•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contrac;t .••••...•••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Condemnation •••••••••••••••.••.••••.•••.••••••••••••••••.•.•• 
Foreclosure ..••••••.•....•••••••.. 0 •••••••••• 0 •• 

0 
••••• 

0 
•••••• 

Total •.• o ••• o • 0 •••••• 0 ••••• 0. 0 0 00 •••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0.0 •••• 0.0 ••• 

Hquity: 
Other equity .• 0 ••• 0 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• ••••• 

Domestic relations:. 
Divorce. nullity, maintenance 0 •••• 00.0000.0 •••• 0 •••••••• 00 ••• 

Adoption 00, 0 ••••••• 00000 •••• 0 0 ••• 0 •••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• 

Paternity ............•••..•.•••••.....•.•..••....••••...•.•.• 
Total ..•... 0 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 00.

0 
••••• 

Probate: 
Petition for guardianship ....•. 0 o •• 0 ..••••••... · •. ····0 ...••• 

AdII.inistrative: 
Administrative agency appeals .•.•••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

0 
••••• 

Appeals: 
District Court •.......•.••.. 0 ••••••••••••••• •••••••• 0 •••••• •• 

Extraordinary writs: 
Habeas corpus ...•••......•••.......••... 0 •••••••• •• 0 • 0 ••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald : 
Felony /Ilisdemeanor: 

Desertion and nonsupport •....•.• 0 •••••••••••••••• • 0 •••••••• 
0

• 

Other criminal ••.•.....••.•..•...•••••...•••.......•....••••• 
Adult offenses against juveniles •...••.•...•• 0 •••••••••••• 

0 
•• 

Total ............ 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal., 
Motor vehicle ..... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Criminal .0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• • 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• ••• 

Review of sentences .•..... 0 •••••••••••• 0. 0 •••• , •••••••••••••• 

Total .....•.....•... 0 ••••••• 0 •••• o. 0.0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••• • 

Extraordinary writs: 
Pas tconvic tion •..••..... 0 •• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••.•.•.••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• ••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ..••.••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglect: . 
Child in need of assistance/child in need r' ,._rvision •...• 

Total juvenile .........••••...••....•••• 0 •••••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Grand total ...•.•.... 0 •••••••••••••••• ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!!!!!l. 
Civil ....... 1,206 
Criminal .... I, 970 

Total ........ 3,176 

Triald 
Non-jury 

16,580 
15,209 
31,789 

~ 
17,786 
17,179 
34,965 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

..JilJ_ 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings .indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ,. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

1,354 
1,512 
2,866 
5,914 
2,282 
4,615 

418 
2,063 
2,481 

8,231 

24,015 
1,802 
6,784 

32,601 

539 

1,333 

-768 

.~ 

62,158 

2,703 
25,705 

III 
28,519 

2,065 
2,742 

478 
5,285 

~ 

34,333 

22,276 

~ 

25,185 

121,676 

Disposed 

1,369 
1,806 
3,175 
6,811 
3,025 
4,250 

429 
1,683 
2,112 

6,258 

19,749 
1,685 
4,664 

26,098 

545 

1,032 

677 

~ 

54,464 

1,955 
25,803 

98 
27,856 

1,950 
2,784 

483 
5,217 

~ 

33,491 

24,740 

-.l.Q!!. 
27,751 

115, : 

Time interval (average days) 

Filing to trial or hearing: 
Law .. " ................ 534 
Equity ................... 192 
Criminal ............... 110 
Juvenile ••.•..••.••• ~ . • 60 

The criminal ca~~ unit of count is the number of infortnations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any eVidence occurs. 

End . 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics B.re from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where neces"sary. • 
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MARYLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 d1s~ricts, 80 judges and chief judge 
.July I, 1975 to .June 30, l!!76 

Law: 
Contract and tort cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Landlord and tenant ••••••••••••••••••• fo •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil ................................................... . 

Total civil 

lI:ladeaeanor: 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••• '" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Adult offenses against juveniles •••••••••• 0" •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 

Juvenilelt: 
Delinquency •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 0 •• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Child in need of assistance/child in need of supervision ••.•• 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••.••.••••••••• 

Begiilning 
pending 

N/:' 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NTA 

Grand total ••.•••••••• 0 •... 0 .....•..••..•.••........•...•.. 0..... N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A • This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the f1.).ing of a petitien at" complaint. 

Filed 

89,781 

234,247 
~ 

33l,812 

110,576 
30 

~ 

l!O,606 

677,673 

1,980 

1,067 

~ 

1,124,138 

The criminal case unit of count :\'1 the number of defendants on the information,· indfctment, or complaint. 
1 Da ta are no t comple te:· 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
25 

~i 

25 i 

NTA 

1,526 

968 

2,494 

2,519i 

HiadeJIeanor and total criminal disposed do not include dispositions Qf cases that Maryland calls "criminal." 
Grand total disposed does not include civil .. or traffic dispOSitions, or dispositions of cases that Maryland calls "criminal." 

kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Nit. 

N/A 

Juvenile caaes are handled by the District Court in Montgomery County only. Juvenile cases are handled by the Circui t Court in all other 
counties and in Baltimore City. 

Saurce: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Annapolis. Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

IlARYLANO ORPHANS' COURT 
Court o~ limited jurisdiction 

22 counties, 69 judgftS 
.July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases hand}.ed in the Orphans I Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Massachusetts court system, 1976 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: . 
- Final appellate jurisdiction In civil and criminal 

matters. 
- Criminal appeals of death or life imprisonment 

sentence. 

~--------------------11·t~ 
APPEALS COURT 

Death or 
'1lfe imprisonment. -

, 

6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal (except death or life Imprisonment), 

law, equity, and administrative appeals. 

-
SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. , 

Criminal , 
DISTRICT COURT (72) 
67 full-time, 16 part-time, 

81 special judges 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT 
10 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
- Felonies (sentence less than five 

years). Misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile if no juvenile court. 
Civil appeals are heard by this court's 

appellate division. 
No jury trials in original cases. Court 
may have six-man jury trial on civil 
appeal of its own case. --------

Jurisdiction: 
- General civil, landlord-tenant. 
• Felonies (fine less than $5,000, sentence 
less than 5 years). Misdemeanors. 

- Civil appeals are heard by this court's 
appellate division. 

Jury tria/3 in criminal. 

JUVENILE COURT (4) 

HOUSING COURT (2) 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Matters (civil and criminal) relating 

to health, safety, or welfare of 
occupant in place of human 
habitation. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

4 full-time, 2 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All juvenile matters. 

LAND COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
- Land registration and confirmation. 

L-_________ .. ~.~1 
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COURT OF PROBATE 
AND INSOLVENCY (14) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, probate of wills, 
administration of estates, guardianship, 
adoption. Equity jurisdiction in such 
cases. 

'. 

I!ASSACHUSETTS SUPRI!II!! JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

I':ases: 
.\ppeals: 

Full court appeals: 

fteginn1ng 
pending 

Civil ...................................................... N/A 
Criminal................................................... N/A 
Cases dismissed ••.••••.••••••••••••.••••.•.••••••.••••••••. 

Total full court appeals ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••..•••• 
Single justice appealsa, 

Civil (appeala from Appellate Tax Board) ................. .. 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total single JUBtice appeals ••.••••••••••••.••••••.••••.••.• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••..•.•. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings, 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

Single justice original proceedings a ....................... N/ A 
Requests to appeal ••••••.••••.••.•••••••••••.•••••••.••.•.•• 

Total other cases •••.•.••.••••••.•••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• NTA 

Total cases ••••••.••••.•••••.••••••.••.••••.••.•.•.•••••••••.••• N/ A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Single justice mattersa: 
Other civil ................................. , ............. . 
Other criminal ............................................. . 

N/A 
N/A 

Total ••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••.•••••••.•.••••.•.••.••••.••• ...Ji& 
Total other proceedings ••.••••.••••.•••••• , ••.••.•.• , .••••••.••. N/A 

Manner of disposition 
(Full court appeals) 

Written opinion.................. 255 
Rescript opinion ................. 42 

Time interval (average days) 
Entry to consideration .•.•.••.••.•..•... 
Consideration to decision •.•..•.•..•.... 
Entry to decision ••.•.•.•.•••.•.••••.••• 

Filed 

X 
X 

366 

34 
155 
189 

555 

108 

lOii' 

663j 

301 
113 
~ 

414 

139.5 
90.7 

230.2 

Disposed 

204h 
93 
15 

312 

34 
155 
189 

50! 

108 

"'"'T6ii' 

609j 

301 
113 

~ 

414 

Disposition of full court appeals 
Affirmed .................... 168 
Reversed , .•..•..•• ,......... 76 
Remanded ., .... , .••.•..•.••. , 1 
Modified and affirmed ....... 9 
No decision in lower court ., 36 
Dismissed ................... 21 

Boldface headings indicate the classific:ations used by the NCSP • 
Blank space· Not enough information is known. (The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

...Ji& 
N/A 

Mss!3achusetts Supreme Judicial Court justices sit (on a rotational baSis) in "single justice sessions." An unknown number of these cases 
are referred to the full court for final disposition and may be double counted. 

hFigure was computed: 

Civil appeals disposed was computed by subtracting the number of criminal cases from the total number of cases decided by opinion. jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Total appeals filed and disposed contain both full court and Single justice session cases. As explained in footnote a, there may be some double counting in this total. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Nassachusetts). Source of case (by county) 
data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS APPEALS COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

, judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeals: 
Civil ........................................................ N/A 
Criminal ..................................................... N/ A 
Unspecified cases dismissed without a decision 

on the merits ..•••••.....••.•.••.••••••....••.••.••..••..•.• 
Total appealsk ................................................ NTA 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ..•.•••.•..•.••......•••.....••....•••... 
Requests to appeal •.•••••...•••••••.•..•••••.••••••.•••.•••.. 

Total other cases •.•...••.•••.....•••.••..••••.....••.•.••.••• 

Total cases •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Petitions for interlocutory relief .•••..•...•.•...••.••.••••• 

Total other proceedings .••••••..••••...••••.•..••••.•.•••••..••• 

Filed 

x 
X 

605 

2,268 

2,268 

Disposed 

240 
62 

217 
5T9 

519 

2,268 

2,268 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Full opinion ..................... 152 
Rescript opinions ., ~""""""" 134 

Dis posi tion of appeals 

Affirmed....................... 199 
Reversed ...•••••••.••••.••••••• 77 

"fj,me interval (average days) 

Entry to consideration •.•••••••• 245.3 
Consideration to decision .•••••• 111.7 

Modified and af fi rmed .......... 10 Entry to deciEion ............... 357.0 
Dismissed ...................... 207 
No decision in lower court ••••. 2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space =- Not enough information is known~ This case type mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A co This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = No t applicable. 

kAdditionnl information: 
There were in addition 214 cases entered directly into Appeals Court but not considered by the court. Of these, 155 were transferred "quo 

sponte" to the Supreme Judicial Court, and 59 applications for direct appellate review were allowed. 

Source: Executive Se';.lretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Hassachusetts). 
report excePf that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual 

MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 courts, 46 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild , 
Other civil: 

Jury cases 00 •••• 0 •••• 0 0 •••• 0 0.0 ••• 0 0 0 •• 00 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Non-jury cases ••.....••..••••...••...•••..•.••....•.... 0 ••••• 

Total ••....••.••..••...••...••.••.••••..•••..•• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..••.•..•••.•...•...••....•.•..••.•..•••..•.••...•... 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Indictmentj .....•....•.. . ~ .••.•..••...••.••••••..••••.••••..•• 
Appeals: 

Appeals .••..•.•....••..••••.••••...•••..••••.•••....••••.•••• 
Sentence review ••• \, '. ~ ••...••..••.••...•...•••..••••..•.••.••• 

Total .•••..••••...•••..• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••..•....••..•••....••...•••..•••..•••...••...••• 

Grand total 

Triald 

Felony ................. 2,013 
Criminal appeals ..•••.••• 1,425 

'!.:otal criminal .• o •••••••• o 3,438 

~oldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dease definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pendins 

52,972 
40,319 
93,291 

93,291 

21,935 

20,781 
431 

..1.!...lli 
43,147 

136,438 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Filed 

15,139 
15,946 
31,085 

31,085 

19,016 

17,782 
710 

-.!!oj.2! 
37,508 

68,593 

Disposed 

20,599 
12,762 
33,361 

33,361 

17,057 

16,218 
529 

~ 

33,804 

67,165 

Ape of pending cases (months) 

Civil jury cases: 
Under 12 months 12,053 
OVer 12 months ......... 30,914 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the intrpduction of any evidence occurs. 
jExplanati.on of data included in the category: 

End 
pending 

47,512 
43,503 

~ 

91,015 

23,894 

22,345 
612j 

22,957 

46,851 

137,866 

Indictments consist mostly of felonies (sentence 2 1/2 years or more) although some serious misdemeanors may be included DS indictments. 
The 612 sentence review cases shown as pending on June 3D, 1976, include 323 cases that have, at the request of the appellants, been removed 

from the hearing list until the appellant IDoves to restore thereto. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

72 courts; 67 full-time, 16 part-tir.te. 
and 81 speCial judges 

July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Law: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil coruplaints ............................................. II/A 
Supplementary process •••.•..•••.••.••.•••.•...•••••.•••..••.• NI A 

Total ......................................................... N/A 
Small claims ................................................... N/ A 
Domestic relations: 

Neglect of family, nonsupport •••.•..••..••.•••.••.•••.••.•••. NI A 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act •....••..•• 0.... N/A 

Total......................................................... N/A 
Hental health: 

COlRIRitments of mentally ill .................... ,............. N/A 
Ada.inistrative: 

Petitions for compensation of victims of violent crimes •• o... N/A 
Appeals: 

Appellate Division........................................... ~ 

Total civil ..................................................... 
CrilUinald , 

Hisdemeanor: 
Criminal complaints (except motor vehicle) j •••••••••••••••• ~. 

Appeals: 
'Criminal appeals ••.•••••..•••••.•••.••.••••••..••..•••.••.••. 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Operating under influence of intoxicating liquor .• 0 •••••••••• 

Operating under influence of drugs ..•..••..••••••.••.....••.. 
Total .••.••••••..••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Parking: 
Criminal parking •••.••.••.••..••.•••.••.••..•...•.••..••.•••. 

Other traffic violations: 
Operating 80 as to endanger •••••••...•...•..• I ••••••••••••••• 

All other motor vehicle complaints ••..•...•..•...•.•••.•.•••. 
Total ••••.••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Delinquency: 
Juvenile drug complaints 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All other juvenile complaints ..•.•••.•..•••.•..••••••.•••••.. 
Total •..••.••..••..•..•...•.. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Neglected children .••.•••.••.•••••..••.••.••...•••••••••••.•• 

Status offenses: 
Child in need of supervision petitions •..•..••••••••••••.•••. 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

Gl'and total . .................................................... . 

Non-jury trial d 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

80,523 
3.3,920 

114,443 
116,737 

3,271 
3,097 
6,368 

1,899 

333 

~ 

239,885 

187,051 

15,660 

202,711 

17,735 
259 

17,994 

560,052 

12,258 
475,651 

~ 

1,065,955 

1.193 
33,540 
34,733 

715 

~ 

37,552 

1,546,103 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

II/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Time interval (average months) 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

_I!JL 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Civil 12,351 Hearing to rendering an opinion on appeals •.• 5.5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A "" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCnse definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the poInt when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Ct.'iminal complaints include Bome felony cases. A maximum 5-year sentence may be given in these felony cases. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetta). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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BOSTON IIUNICIPAL COURT, MASSACHUSETTS 
Court of lillited jurisdiction 

I court, 10 judEes 
July I, 1975 tn June 30, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil business ••••...••••••.••• ••·••••••••••••••••••••••·•••• 
Transferred from Superior Court .•..•••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Total •.•• ~ .••••.••.. 0 ••••••••••• •• •• •••• •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Small claims: 
Small claims •••.•••••••.••....•.•••.••••••••.••.••••. '" ••••••. 
Supplementary process ........................................ . 

Total .................... • ••• •••••••·••••••·••••••••••••••••·• • 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

'N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Domestic relations: 
Reciprocal support ........................................... N/ A 

Appeals: 
Appellate Division........................................... N/A 

Total civil •..••.••..•...••.•. ••·.•··••···•••••··••••••••·•••••• 

Crillinal d: 
Kisdcllcanor: 

Domes tic relations •••....••.••..•••••••.••••••••.•••••.•••••• 
Other criminal casesj ••••••••••••••••.••..•••••.•••••.•.•.••• 

Total .••••••••••.••••••••.••• I •..••• I •.. I .•• I ••. I •• I ••••. I ••• I 

Total criminalk I •••• I •.••• I •••••..• I I I I .. "' I I ••.•• I I I I I ••• "' I I.' 

l'raffic: 
Parking ., II "" "' •••••.•••• I I I •••.• I 1 ••••• 1. I I •.• I •••••••• II •••• 
Other traffic violationsk •. I ••.•• I ••.•• I I ••••••• I ••.• I • I • I ••••• 

Total traffic I ..• I •• I •••.. I •• I ••• I I. I.' "" I ••••••• I •• "" I I. I I •• I 

Grand total .•. I I ••.... I I I I ••••• I •••. I ••••••.• I •• I •.. I I I I •••. I •• I I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSPI 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~, 

N/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted witt- th~ filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

Filed 

26,598 
630 

27,228 

2,073 
1,550 
3,623 

190 

__ 3_8 

31,079 

110 
9,799 

~ 

9,909 

401,068 

..-!.hl2!. 
414,259 

455,247 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

OI/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other criminal cases" include the more serious offenses. 

included. 

Some felonies with a fine less than $5,000 and/or sentence less th~n 5 years are 

kAdditionnl information: 
Of the 23,100 other criminal cases and other traffic ~"j.olations complaints 

available for cases filed prior to but d!spos.ed a:ft'''.:.L' July 1, 1975. 
filed in fiscal yenr 1975-76, 15,674 were disposed. Da ta were no t 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Mas~achusetts). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HOUSING COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courtsb• 2 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

ChUd: 
Small claims •• I I I • I • I I •• I ••• I •.••.• I • I •• I I • I ••• I •••.• I .• , I • , • I • 
Property rights: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Summary process ,. I , . '.' ••.••..••••.• I ••• I • I •• I .•••••• I •..•••• I 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Kisdemeanor: 
Criminal ••• I •••• ' •• I I ••••.• I .••• I •••.•.••.•.••..••..•• " ••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

H..;ldface headings indicate the classifj,cations used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A .. This case type is handled by tho court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting syst.em information: 
The two courts are in Boston und Hampden. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is 'counted with the filing of a pe!tition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit ox count is the number clf complaints. 

Filed 

2,004 

1,684 
3,802 

~ 
7,490 

2z..ill. 
5,198 

12,688 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
M/A 

N/A 

.J!f.L 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except thllt totals have been comput:ed where necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 

ChUd : 
Property rights: 

Land registration ••••••••.••••••• I •.•••.••.••..•••.•••••• I ••• 
Subsequent petitions •••••••.••••••.•••..••.. I. ~ ••••.•••• I •• I. 

Land confirmation I •..•••• I •.••••••.•• I ..••.•••.•••.••.••.•••• 
Tax liens •••••••••••••.• I ••••.•••..•..•••.••••.•••.••.••••••. 
Equity nnd miscellaneous ••••••••••.••.•.•.•••.•••.•• I .••.••.. 

Total •.••••••...••• I •.••••••••••.•• ' •••••• I .•••.•••••••.•••.•• 

Totnl civil 

Begl,niling 
pending 

1,840h 
88h 

N/A 
2,779h 
4,195h 
8,902 i 

8,902i 

Grand total .• I •••••• I ••• I........................................ 8,902i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

hFigure was computed: 

1976 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, dispOSition, and end pending data. 
iData are not complete: 

Filed 

340 
1,581 

50 
1,292., 
4,436 
7,699 

7,699 

7,699 

Property rights, total civil, and grand total pending figures do not include land confirmation cases. 

Disposed End 
pending 

318 1,862 
1,560 109 

40 N/A 
1,015 3,056 
2,602 6,029 
5,535. l1,056i 

5,535 l1,056i 

5,535 l1,056i 

Source: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 27 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

End 
Disposedk 

pending 
Begl.nning Filed 

_________ "" .. ~-----------------------------------~p~e~n~d~in~gL-----------------____________ , ___________________ ~~~ 

Domestic relatiar s: 
Divorce .•••..••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••.•••••.••••.••...••••• 
Separate supfj)rt and maintenance •••••••..•••••..••••••••••••. 
Desertions e ad living apart .•••...•••.••••• I ••••••••••••••••• 
Custody of .ninors •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••..• 
Adoptions .................................................... . 
Irrevocable breakdown 208 §§ 1A and 1B ....................... . 
Contempt petitions .•.••••.••••...••.••••.•••••.•••.••••••••.. 

Total ••...•••..•••.•. , •••.••••.••••..••••••••••••••••••..•. '.' 
PI'abate: 

Wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administrations .............................................. . 
Trusteeships .•••.••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianships (minor) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship. (mentally ill) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounts and distributions .•••.••••..••••.••••••••.•••••••••. 
Partitions •••..•••••.••••••••.••••.•••••••••..•••.••••.•••••• 
Real estate sales ••••••••..•••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Equitable relief •• Co ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••..•• (;. ••••.••••.••••.••••.•••.•••..•••.•.• , •.• 

Total civil 

Grand total ••••••.••••.•••••.•••..••••••••.••••••••.••.••••.••••. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

kAdditional information: 

23,483 
4,966 

71 
303 

3,296 
1,203 
6,193 

39,515 

14,158 
JI,879 

1,078 
1,417 
1,018 

26,590 
310 

:l,918 
1,459 

61,847 

101,362 

101,362 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 'II/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
~/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

• N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Complete disposition data were not available. The number of petitions or complAints bllowed or dismissed was, however, given for some 
categories. 

Source: E:r.-ecutive Secretary. 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judicial Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that tctals have been computed where necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 cout'ts, 4 full-tille and 2 part-time; judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Kisderaeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

Adults ....................................................... ~ 

Total criminal 

Juveniled~ 
Delinquency: 

Juvenile criminal ..•..•••••••.••..•••..••..•••.•••.•••..••••. 
Delinquent •••••.•••••••••••••••.••••.•••.•••..•••••••.•••.••• 
Appellate--delinquency ...................................... . 

Total •.••.•••••.•.••••••••.••••••.•••.••••.••••.••.••••..••.•• 
Dependency and neglect: 

Child in need of care and protection ••..•••.•••..•••.••••••.. 
Appellate--care and protection .••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••.••• 

Total ••••..•••••..••..•••..••••••..••..•..•••.. I •••••••••••••• 
Status offenses: 

Child in need of supervision •••.••.••••..•••••••••...•••.••.• 
Appellate--child in need of supervision ••••••••••••.••.•••..• 

Total ••••..• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ••••••••..••..••..••.•••.••••.•••••...••••.••••.•• 

Grand total ••..•••••••.••.••••••••.••..•• ~ ••••.••••••.••••.•••••• , 
Boldface heat:ings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal and juvenile case':;unit of count is the number of complaints. 

Filed 

__ 5_1 

51 

208 
10,385 

5 
10,598 

294 
10 

304 

1,012 
1 

..l.Q!1 

11,9\5 

!l.,966 

Disposed 

~ 

N/;' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
r;iA 

N/A 

N/A 

Sourt::e: Executive Secretary, 20th Annual Report to the Supreme Judiciul Court 1975-76 (Boston, Massachusetts). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necef:lsary. 
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COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge serves 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over claims 
and demands against State. 

No jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT 
(86) 
185 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive civil litigation 

under $10,000 excluding 
equity. Small claims under 
$30(1-

- Misde':'1eanors, ordinance 
violations with sentence 
less th.::n 1 year, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

tlndicates r~uto of appeal. 

Michigan court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Hears cases that are appealed to it from 
all courts. 

-
COURT OF APPEALS (3 PANELS) 
18 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from Circuit Court 
and Recorder's Court of Detroit. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (48) 
138 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive domestic relations, equity, and general 

civil over $10,000. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction except where there 
are special criminal courts. 

Appeals de novo or on record. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT 
(83) 
103 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction 
over cases pertaining to 
wills, estates, and other 
related matters. 

- Exclusive delinquency, 
dependency, and neglect 
jurisdiction. 

Jury trials in juvenile. 
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COMMON PLEAS 
COURT OF DETROIT 
rnudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive civil actions 

under $5,000 in Detroit. 
Civil actions under 
$10,000. Small claims 
under $300. Landlord and 
tenant. 

- Criminal arraignments in 
Wayne County. 

Jury trials. 

t 
RECORDER'S COURT 
OF DETROIT 
23 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
-All criminal within Detroit. 
Felony, misdemeanor, 
municipal ordinance 
violations, and traffic. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (24) 
36 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil, landlord and tenant 

under $1,500. Some 
courts handle small 
claims. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, 
and ordinance violations 
with fine less than $500 
and sentence less than 3 
months. 

Jury trials. 



MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

., justices 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appealsk ................................................ . 

Other cases; 
Original proceedings ....•....•....••...•.....•...•....•...... 
Requests to appeal: 
Applies tions ................................................ . 

Total other cases ......•....•.•........•••.•..•..••...••...•.. 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

143 
143 

(k) 

253 
--m 

396 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••••••.••••••• 159 
Order without op:J:nio'O •••••••••• 72 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used ~Y the NCSP. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed 

(k) 

975 
-m 

1,045 

Disposed 

87 
-s7 

(k) 

834 --m-

921 

End~ 
pending 

(k) 

520 

Appeals filed are the number granted (70) from the total 1,045 cases filed in 1976. The denied appeals appear as requests to appeal. 
kAdditional information: 

Court indicates that "approximately 99 percent of all appeals to the Michigan Suprf!me Court are discretionary. Appeals of right exist 
only for certain State Bar Grievance Board cases and for judicial disciplinary cases. The fe\V' appeals of right are accounted for in 
this report as if they were applications for discretionary appeals." 

There is approximately one case per month, on an average, that is handled as an original proceediug, according to the information 
obtained from the clerk's office. 

Source: Unpublished document entitled "Status Report, Part I: Number of Cases in Each Stage," provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 
Document gives calendar year data for 1974, 1975, and 1976. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been 
computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 panels. 18 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December Jl. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ...••••.....••...••..••..••...••...•••..••.......•... 

Total appeals .•. ~ .•...•••.. , •........•...•....•..••...•....... 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ...•........• o •••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••• o •••••• 

Handamus ..••.. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Superintending control •..••.••...•....••.••••..•......• 0 ••• 

Total •..•..•.....•........••...•.•• o ••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

RequestR to appeal: 
Civil application ......................................... . 
Civil application (delayed) ............................... . 
Criminal application ..•.•...•...•... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal application (delayed) ............................ . 
Total ....•...•..••... o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases .... 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Beginning 
pending 

1,139 
2,396 
3,535 

3 
9 

18 
30 

159 
61 
80 

262 
562 

-m 

Filed 

1,096 

hl.!.!. 
3,007 

11 
83 

118 
212 

666 
61 

229 
369 

1,325 
1,537 

Disposed 

) ,DOl 
2,208 
3,209 

10 
74 

105 
189 

558 
50 

228 
350 

1,186 
1,375 

End 
pending 

1,234 
2,099 
3,333 

4 
18 
31 
53 

267 
72 
81 

281 
701 

-m 
------------------------- .~-.--~--

Total cases •..• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing •.•.•• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Motions for rehearing of opinion ••..• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 

Total .•...•.... o •••••••••••••••••••••• f' 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0" 

Other matters: 
Hotion to dismiss or affirm •.••...••..•...•.......•..••..••.. 
Miscellaneous motions ...••.•••..••......••.......•..•.. 00 •••• 

Guilty plea submission on merit ••...•..••..••...•...... 0 ••••• 

Total .•••. 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings .. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 .0 

4, J 27 
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4,544 

180 
173 
353 

768 
4,550 

192 
5,510 

5,863 

4,584 

180 
173 
353 

768 
4,550 

192 
5,510 

5,863 

4,087 

(continued on next page) 
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Michigan Court of Appeals (continued) 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ••...•••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Per curiam •••.•••... 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Memorandum ..••... 0.' 1 ••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 

Dismissal/withdrawal •••••••••••••••• 
Transfer. 0 ••••• 0 •• o. 0 •••••••••••• 0.0 

Order 

598 
884 
471 
7~S 

3 
1,880 

Disposition of casesm 

Affirm.d .................. . 
Reversed .•••.. 0 •••• ~ ••••••• 

Partially affirmed ••••••••• 
Remanded ••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Dismissed •.••.•.•• 0 ••••••• 0 

3,125 
581 

61 
66 

751 

Time interval (months, days) 

Time until appeals ar.e at issue: 
Civil .................................. . 
Criminal 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0. 0 •• 0 ••• 

Hearing to filing of opinion: 
Civil ................................. .. 
Criminal ••••••.• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Filing to disposition by court order: 
Civil application ..................... .. 
Criminal application •..••••.••. 0 •••••••• 

Original proceeding •.•••. 0.0 ••• 0 •••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Average 

7 months 11 days 
8 months 21 days 

2 months 18 days 
2 months 4 days 

2 months 16 days 
2 months 18 days 
2 months 6 days 

Median 

6 months 23 days 
8 months 1 day 

2 months 4 days 
1 month 17 days 

2 months 11 days 
2 months 7 days 
2 mon ;hs 2 days 

Manner of disposi'tion categories can be broken down by case type (appeals. original proceedings. and applications). 
Disposition of case categories cannot be broken down by case type (appeals, original proceedings. and applications). 

Source: Sti!te Court Administrator. Annual Report 1976-77 (Lansing, Michigan: 1977). Report contains calendar year data for Court of Appeals. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during 
verification by the state court administrative office. 

MICHIGAN CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

48 circuits, 138 judges 
July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

------~------~--------------------------------------------·&2~g~i~n-n~i-n-g.a--------------------------------=-------------~En-d~-= 

pending Filed Disposed pending 

Auto tort 
Dollestic relations: 

Divorce •••••...••..••••.••••..••...•...••...••... o ••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Other genet"a1 civil •• 0 •••••••• 0" o •••••••••• 0 •••••••• " •• •••••• 

Appeals .•••••..••••••••.••••..•••.•••. 0 ••• 0.0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criaiaald : 
Felony: 

Criminalj 
Appeals .••..••.•••••. 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

20,847 f 

46,613f 

38,478 f 

~f 

106,368f 

10,81l f 

~f 

l1,359 f 

117,727f 

10,472 

60,591 

55,302 

~ 

126,924 

25,821 

~ 

26,426 

153,350 

10,147 

59,529 

49,791 
481 

119,948 

24,962 
613 

25,575 

145,523 

Triald 
Non-Jury 

1,792 
706 

2,498 

Time interval (average months) 

:!.!!!Y. Total 
3,016 
2,512 
5,528 

Jury Non-jury 
Civil ........ 
Criminal ••••• 

Total ......... 

1,224 Filing Issue Filing Filing Issue 
1,806 
3,030 

to 

Civil: 
Auto tort .0.......... 2. 7 
Other general civil.. 2.9 
Divorce n"~arings) • o' NH 

Criminal ............ .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NH - This classification 1s not handled in this court. 
-- • Not applicable. 
dCnse definition or unit of court: 

A civil case is counted witli the filing of a petition or complaint. 

to 
trial 

23.7 
21.3 

NH 

to 
trialn 

24.3 
22.2 

NH 
7.0 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Criminal includes some high misdemeanors that are punishable by more than 1 year in prii>on. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

to 

4.2 
2.6 
3.6 

to 

~ 

18.4 
8.4 
8.6 

21,112 

47,675 

43,989 

~ 

113,344 

11,670 

~ 

12,210 

125,554 

Filing 
to 

trialn 

19.9 
9.6 

11.9 
5.9 

The average time intervals under filing to issue and issue to trial do not sum to the average time from filing to trial because of 
incomplete data. 

Source: State Court Administrator. Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Hichigan: 1976). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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HIC' ,IGAN COURT OF CLAIMSa 
Cour .. of general jurisd,lction 

1 circuit judge serves 
:1,'.I.Y 1. 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Eeginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 

Civild : 
Administrative: 

Cases •.•••••..••..•••••.••..••..••••.•.•.•.••.•••.••••••••••• 
Appealsj .................................................... . 

Total •.••••••••.•• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• • ••• •••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Grand total .•.•••••••..••.••••..•.. 0 ••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••• 

Civil dispositions 

Settled ......................... 13 
Consent judgment •.•••••.•••.•••• 204 
Dismissed on motion ••••..•.••••• 62 
Stipulation..................... 49 
Tudgment for plaintiff •••••.••.• 8 
Judgment for defendant .••••••••• 8 
Voluntary dismissal ••••••••.•••• 4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

441 
546 

--...lli. 
987 

987 

356 
145 

~ 

501 

501 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since circuit judges serve. Effective January 1, 1979, the 

jurisdiction of the Court of Claims will be' assigned to the 30th Judicial Circuit. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals are appeals under the Vietnam Era Bonus Section Act. 

End 
pending 

386 
401 

....l§!.. 

787 

787 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, }:fichigan). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 

RECORDER'S COURT OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 23 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Felony Divlsionj ............................................. . 
Felony and high misdemeanor--Traffic and 

Ordinance Divisiona 
0 ............................... •• •• •••••• 

Total ........... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor: 
Misdemeanor Division •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• •••••• 

Ordinance violations 
Arresta ........................................................ . 
Pedestriana ................................................... . 
Miscellaneousa .............................................. 0 •• 

City inspector casesa ....................................... .. 
Total ............................... • ••••••.•••• •• ••. •·•••··•• • 

Total criminal .•••••.•.•.• ~ •.••••...•••••.•• 0 ••••••••••••••••• •• 

Traffic: 
Parkinga •••••••.••.•••.•• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 

Other traffic violations: 
State misdemeanor casesa ••. 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Accidenta . 0 .................................................. . 

Movinga •.•••••..•••.•.•.•...••.•.••.•. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................... 0 ••••••••••••••••• •• 

Total traffic ...................... 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 

Grand Total •...••..••••••••••••..••.••..•..••••.••.•••.•.•.•.•••• 

.:!.!!EX. 
Felony Division 868 
Misdemeanor Division... 32 

Total criminal •••••••••• 900 

Triald 
Non-jury 

N/A 
2,919 
N/A 

Total 
NTi\ 
2,951 
M/A 

Beginning 
pending 

4,592 

129 
4,721 

N/A 

lI/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

4,72l i 

N/A 

2,563 
N/A 
N/A 
~i 

2,563 i 

252 

Filed Disposed 

13,005 10,959 

45 55 
13,050 11,014 

8,240 6,870 

9,911 N/A 
5,347 N/A 

19,789 N/A 
40,131 N/A 

---2h!7J!. ~ 

96,468 17,884i 

617,951 N/A 

7,045 6,439 
8,409 N/A 

148,850 N/A 
164,304 ~i 

782,255 6,439i 

878,723 24,323i 

Criminal dispositions 
Felony 

Division 
Guilty ploa •••••••••••••• ~ 
Trial convic tion •••••••.• 488 
Acquitted ................ 314 
Dismissed ................ 3,603 

Misdemeanor 
Division 

3,919 
815 
167 

1.969 

~nd 
pending 

6.4178 

119 
6,536g 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

6,536 i 

N/A 

3.169 
N/A 
N/A 

2...!.§2.i 

3,I69i 

(continued on next page) 
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Recorder's Court of Detroit, Hichigan (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aecurt jurisdiction: 
The Traffic and Ordinance Division handles all cases arising under the Michigan Motor Vehicle Law and all other state laws relating to 

traffic. The case categories handled are felony and high misdemeanors, state misdemeanor cases, arrest, pedestrian, miscellaneous, city 
inspector cases, parking, accident, and moving. 

desae definition or unit of counE: 
The crimili.JI case unit of count is the number of defendants on the Warrant. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. A guilty plea is counted as a criminal trial • 

gChange 1n pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
iData are not complete: 

Pending data for total criminal do not include Misdemeanor Division and ordinance violation cases. 
Disposed data for total criminal do not include ordinance violation cases. 
Pending data for grand total do not include misdemeanor, ordinance violations, parkingp aCCident, and moving cases. 
Disposed data for grand total do not include ordinance violations, parking, accident, and moving cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Felony includes a few high misdemeanors as well as felonies. 

Source: Recorder's Court of the City of Detroit, Michigan, 1976 Annual Report (Detroit, Michigan). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessolry, and additions have been made during verification by the state court 
administrative office. 

COMMON PLilAS COURT OF DETROIT, MICHIGANa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 13 judges 
.July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Regular: 
Principal ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•.•.••..••••.•••••..••. 
Garnishment ••••• 0 ................................... 0 ....... . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Small claims: 

Principal .•••.••.•.••.••..••.••••.••..•.•••..•••••.•••.•.•••• 
Garnishment .0 ................................................ . 

Total •..•••••• 0 ................................ 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Rent cases ................................................... . 
Land contract ............................................ 0 •••• 

Jury cases ................................................... . 
Total ........................... ! ............................... . 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

Civil: 
Civil Division8 •••••••••• 

Landlord--tenant Divisiona 
Total ••••••••••.•• " ••.•••••• 

.:!.!!EX. 
383 
103 
486 

Triald 
Non-jury 

9,936 
5,542 

15,478 

Total 
10,319 

5,645 
15,964 

Boldface headings indicate the clBssificlltions used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

18,612i 

18,612i 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

53,917 
83,603 

137,520 

1,997 
468 

2,465 

30,641 
912 
35 

31,588 

171,573 

171,573 

Disposed 

56,685 
76,513 

133,198 

1,951 
452 

2,403 

X 
X 
X 

29,576 

165,177 

165,177 

Civil dispositions 
Default cases and judgments: 

Civil Division8 •••••••••• 

Landlord--tenant Divisiona 
Total ........ 0 ••• 0 .......... 0. 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Law and small claims cases are handled by the Civil Division. 
Property rights cases are handled by the Landlord-tenant Di \"18ion. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil and grand total pending figures do not include data for property rights cases. 

48,429 
23,931 
72.360 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

25,691 i 

25,691 i 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 



CivUd : 
Law: 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

86 courts, 185 judaes 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ...................................................... . 38,810 
9,642 Saall claims ................................................. . 

Property rights: 
Landlord summary ........ , ~ .. , ••.••••••••••.•.•••••••••..•••••• ---.ltlli. 

Total c1vil 51,755 

Criminsld : 
Other criminal: 

Non-traff1cj ................................................. ~ 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

~ 
Civil ... ....... 773 
Criminal ....... 2,399 
Traffic ........ 2,598 

Total ........... 5,770 

Triald 
Non-jury 

29,761 
23,325 
cl.B:iU 

114,926 

Trial 
30,53/, 
25,724 
64,43fl 

120,696 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications' used by the NCSP. 

dease definition or unit of count: <r 

67,246 

191,874 

310,885 

A civil case is r..ounted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed Disposed 

95,906 93,133 
42,752 42,940 

34,088 33,035 

J 72, 746 169,108 

__ :!31 ,787 228,547 

:131,787 228,547 

1,:191,319 1,277 ,551 

1,595,852 1,675,206 

Criminal disE:0sitions 
Traffic bureau ••••.•..••••.•.• 

Traffic dis 20s1 tions 
Traffic bureau ••.•.•••••.••••• 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

. A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Non-traffic cases include misdemeanors, ordinance violations, and preliminary hearings. 

End 
pending 

41,583 
9,454 

~ 

55,403 

~ 

70,486 

205,642 

331,531 

17,082 

644,051 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

CivUd : 
Law: 

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdictioD 

24 courts, 36 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Prope;:ty rights: 

Landlord summary •..•..•.•.••.•.••.••.•..•.•....•.••.•.•..•..• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

t/on-trafficj ............................................... .. 

Total criminal 

T£affic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total i 

Civil 
Criminal. ..... .. 
Traffic ...... .. 

Total .......... . 

~ 
3 

69 
105 
177 

Triald 
Non-j':!!Z 

2,279 
5,766 

14,828 
22,873 

Total 
2,282 
5,835 

14,933 
23,050 

2,497 

23,953 

23,953 

88,452 

li1I,902 

254 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

13,005 12,646 2,358 
441 434 11 

~ ~ ----2.§.2. 

16,590 16,049 3,038 

40,689 39,253 25,389 

40,689 39,253 25,389 

188,679 142,277 134,854 

245,958 197,579 163,281 

Criminal dispositions 
Traffic bureau ..••.•••....•• 18,618 

Traffic dis posit.ions 
Traffic bureau .............. 99,457 

(continued on next page) 

~ 

'. 

Michigan Municipal Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of. count: 
A civil case is count~d with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witne1is is sworn. 

iData are not complete: 
No data were reported for the courts in Grosse Pointe and Wyoming. 

jExplana tion of da ta included in the category: 
Non-traffic cases include misdemeanors and ordinance violations. 

Source: State Cour.t Administrator, Annual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

,,\,~ .. 

MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

83 courts, 103 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

------------------------------~----------------~----------~Be-g~i~n~n~i~ng~--~-------------------------··~~~·----------------~E~·n~d~ ... 
pending Filed Di~posed pending 

CivUd : 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption •...•.•.•••.•...•.••..•.••..••.••.••.•..••.•• to •••••• • 

Marriages .••.•..•..••.•. ~ •...•.•••.••.••....• ' •.•..••.•..•..•• 
Miscellaneousj .................................. ~ I •••••••••••• , 

Total .•.•..•..•..•..•...•.•...••••..•..••. · •.•. ··•· •• · •. ·••· •• 
Probate: 

Decedents estates •.•..•..•....•.••..•.•..••.••.••.•.....•...• 
Guardianships ...•.•..•......•..••..•.•..•......•.••....•..••. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ment~l health ................................................ .. 

Mental commitments and restorations .••.•...•..••.•..•..•.•••. 

Total civil •...•.••....•••••••..• ,..~ ............................. . 

Juvenile: 
Delinquencyj •..•..•..•..••.•..•.....••.....•..•.••..•.••.•..••. 
Dependency and neglect: 

Neglect/abuse .•..•.•...•..•..•..•..•..•..••••..••.•..•..•.••. 

Total juvenile ..••.•..••.•..•...••••.•..•...•..•..••.••.•.••..•• 

Grand total ..•..•.•..•..•..•..•..••.•.•.•.••.....•.....••.•..•... 

N/A 
N/A 

60~1 
60 

180,721h 
103,392h 
284,113h 

~h 

286,623
h1 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

286,623
hi 

Time interval (average months) 

Age of probate cases: 
Trusts ............. 59.9 
Guard1ans .......... 45.1 
Testate ............ 18.5 
Intestate ..••.••.•• 20.6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NeSp. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

hFigure was computed: 

5,503 
4,530 

10,075 
iO,108 

30,963 
9,892 

40,855 

~ 

67,711 

21,074 

~ 

25,623 

93,3J4 

Beginning pending figure for 1976 was computed from filing. disposition, and end pending data. 
iData are not complete: 

5,190 
4,532 
9,963 

19,685 

34,270 
8,455 

42,725 

..l..ill. 
66,089 

18,156 

~ 

22,935 

N/A 
N/A 

172 
1721 

177,414 
104,829 
282,243 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

287,934i 

Total domestic relations, total civil, and grand total pending figures do not include adoption or marriage cases. The grand total pending 
figure also does not include juvenile cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Miscellaneous includes condemnation, paternity, name change, and other. 
Delinquency includes status offenses and delinquency cases. 

Source: State Court Administrator, ~nnual Report 1975-76 (Lansing, Michigan: 1976). Statistics are from the annuel report except that totals 
have been computed where m:cessary. 
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Minnesota court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
o Final appellate jurisdiction. 

. ____________________________ ~.~t 

t 
COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
o In Ramsey and Hennepin counties. 
o Civil actions under $6,000; forcible 

entry and unlawful detainer. 
o Misdemeanor, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

CONCILIATION COURT (2) 
Municipal judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
o Civil cases at law under $1,000, 
not including titie to real estate. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

...-_____ --IIL..-__ "_. ___ .., 

DISTRICT COURT (10j 
70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
Administration of trust estates. 
Dissolution, annulment, separate 
maintenance. Reciprocal Support Act. 
Adoption, change of name. Quiet 
title, real estate mortgage fore-
closures. ' 

- Original criminal. 
- Juvenile in Second and Fourth Districts. 
- Special proceedings not exclusively 
cognizable by some other court or tribunal. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

t 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in administration 
of estates, guardiansh'iJ, and incompetency. 
Civil actions under $5,000. Conciliation 
jUrisdiction to $1,000. Administration of trust 
estates. Dissolution, annulment, separate 
maintenance. Rei:iprocal~Support Act. Adoption, 
change of name. Quiet ti~J'll, real estate 
mortgage foreclosures. 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, preliminary 
hearings. 

- Exclusive juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE (269) 
269 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
o Default civil cases under $100. 
o Misdemeanors and ordinance 

violations with guilty pleas. 
No trials. 

256 

PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisaiction: 
- In Hennepin and Ramsey counties. 
- Administration of estates, 
guardianship, incompetency. 

'. 

• 

MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1976 to Decellber 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appea19: Ci vi! ••• __ • __ • ______ • __ ••• ________ ••• ____ • ____ • ____ • __ ••• __ __ 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••..••.••••••.••.•.•••.•.• 
Agency appeals: 

Workmen t s compensation •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••. 
Tax court ••••••.••••••.•.••••..•.••••••••••••••...••••••... 
Department employment service •••••••.•••••••••••.••...••••• 

Total ••.••••••..•••••..•••••••••••••••.••••••..••.•• ~ ••••••• 
Other .••.••••••..••••••••...•• , ••••••••••••••••...•.• ~ •• , .••• 

Total appeals •••.••..••••••..•••••••••••.••.•••••••.•••.•••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Mandamus) prohibition ••••.••....••••••••.•.•••••••.••..•••• 
Dicciplinary •••.•••••••••••••••.•.....••••••.•..•• ~ •.• , •••• 
Special matters ..••••••••..•.••••••.•...•••••••.......•.•.. 

Total ••••••...•••••......•••••••••...••••••.•.•.•••••••.•.•. 
Requests to appeal •.•••••••••••...••••••....•••••.•.•.•.••••• 

Total other cases •.•.••••••••.•...••••••..••.••••••.....•••••• 

Total ca6~S 

Hanner of dispos1ti~n 
Written opinion ••••••• 450 

Boldfac(,' headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTi\ 

,~/A 
II/A 
NIA. 
N/A 
N/A 

NTi\ 

N/A 

N/ A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

X 
l\ 
X 
X 

-ilL 
X 

911 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

279 N/A 
115 N/A 

491 N/A 
a1 N/A 
al N/A 

65 N/A 
21 N/A 

Ii&r NTi\ 

3j1 N/A 
21 N/A 

367 N/A 
372 N/A 

---.ill N/.\ 
372 NTi\ 

833 N/A 

Time interval (average months) 
Filing notice of appeal to hearing •••• 10.9 
Hearing to issuance of opinion........ 4.0 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
These cases 1.):t:. included in the special matters count except where considered by the court en banco 

ISpecial sou~.::t. OJ: revision in data: 
Disposition figure was provided by the office of the state court administrator. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Minnesota State Court Report 1976-1977 (St. Paul, Hinnesota)j and address of Chief Justice 
Robert J. Sheran, "The State of the Judiciary, 1977." Statistics are from the annual report and the address except that totals have 
been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the state court 
administrator. 



MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdic.tion 

10 districts, 70 judges and 2 juveni12 judges 
January I, 1976 to Dece.ber 31, 1976 

----------------------------~~----------------------~8~e~g~i~nn~i~n~8--------~----------------------------------------~ 

pending Filed Disposed pending 

C,1vild : 
Other civil: 

Jury delnand cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,138 7,858 
13,785 
21,643 

7,514 
13,720 
21,234 

Court cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3, 123. 
Total ......... ".............................................. ~ 

Total civil 

Criminald : 

Total criminalj 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total! ............ '; ...................................... . 

Civil ................ . 
Criminal ............ .. 

Total ................. . 

2.!!!l. 
1,015 

472 
1,487 

Tr!ald 
Non-jury 

9,066 
197 

9,263 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty pleaa ............. 5,715 
Dismissed .... " .......... 2,250 

Total 
10,081 

669 
10,750 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

8,261 

1,763 

N/A 

10,021,1 

21,643 21,234 

8,919 8,634 

N/A N/A 

30,562 i 29,868 i 

Civil dispoaitionsm 

Settled during trial •••••••••• 
Settled, stricken, or 

dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 

Age of pending cases 
Civil Civil 
~ court Criminal 

12 months or less ••••••• 
12+ to 24 months 

4,413 2,804 
878 234 

I;87O 
66 
11 

5 
3 

24+ to 36 months ...... .. 33 15 
36+ to 48 months ...... .. 15 9 
Over 48 months •••••••••• 2 0 

N/A iii This case type is handled by the court, but thtl data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 

:!.!!!l. 
987 

5,512 

5,478g 

3,188g 

8,6668 

8.6068 

N/A 

3,908 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury dema~d is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for Jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of count 1s not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 
of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

A jury trial is counted if tried to Verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

gChange in pendtng docs not equal the difference betwetm filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total figures do not include juvenile. 

jEKPlanation of data included in the category: 
Total criminal includes felony, misdelleanor, and appeal cases as criminal cases. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil disposition figures represent data from 1,013 monthly reports out of a possible 1,056 monthly reports. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Minnesota State Court Report 1976-1977 (St. Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the 
state court administrator. 

Civild : 
SataU claims: 

MINNESOTA CONCILIATION COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts j municipal judges serve 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Conciliation Court ............................. "" "" ••• " I. I. 4,346 

4,346 Total civil 

Grand total 4,346 

Filed 

37,934 

37,934 

37,934 

Disposed 

39,446 

39,446 

39,41,6 

Non-jury triald 

Civil ................ 8,775 
Civil dispositions 

Dismissed .... I "' I •••• 30,671 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

End 
pending 

2,834 

2,834 

2,834 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Hinn~sota State Court Report 1976-77 (St. Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where !lecessary. 
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MINNESQTA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 districts, 106 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civi1.d : 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
SwuU Claims: 

Conciliation Court "' I •• I. "" I ••• I •••• I ••••• "" I •••••••••••••• 

Do.estic. relations: 
Divorce, annulment, separate maintenance ••••••• I. I ••• I. I ••••• 

Reciprocal enforcement of support ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• 
Commitmentsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 
Other family civil ......................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Decedent es ta te .,. I I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship ................................................ . 
Trust estate ••• I ••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Incompetencyj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• 

Other probate I •••••••• I • I •••••••••• I ••••••••••••••• I ••• I ••••• 

Total ••••••• I. I ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ............... I ...................................... . 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

3,262 

4,527 

X 
X 
X 
X 

6,835 

17,144 
X 
X 
X 
X 

28,007 

42,631 

Other criminal • I ••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••• I • • • • • • • • • • • 8,834 
Ordinance violations: 

Just:!.ce of the peace ••••••••••• a............................. ~ 
Total criminal ••••••• I I •••• I •••••• I 1.1 ••••••••••••••••••• I ••••• I 9,709 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic ••••••••••••• 1 •••• 1 •••••• I ••••• I •••••••••••••• I I...... 10,688 
Traffic Violation Bureau .1 ........ I...... .................... 40,382 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••• I ... I ................... I........... X 

'rotal • I I •••• I •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• "' •••••••• __ X __ 

Total traffic X 

Juvenile: 
Dclinquency • I I •••••••• O. I ••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I • I ~ •• • X 
Dependency and neglect ••• I ••••••••••• I •• I •••••• I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X 
Other juvenile: 

Other ..................... I. I I ••••••••••••••• I ••••• I ••••• "" I. X 
Other family cr:lminalj I I I ••••••• I ••• I ••••••••••••••••• I •• I ••• X 

Total ............................ 0............................ __ X __ 

Total juvenile ......... I ••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , X 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• "' I ••• 0_. I I I •••••••••••• I. 1.1 110,045 

Civil ................... . 
Criminal (misdemeanor> • "' 
'frn.ffic ••••••••••••• " •• ". 

Total ~ •••• I •••••••••••••• I 

~ 
153 

227 
424 
80~ 

Triald 
Non-jury 

21,740 
2,147 
6,562 

30,449 

Criminal (misd~ .. ealfi>r) d,ispositions 
Guilty plea ••••• _ •••••••••• !'.!:,) •••••••••••• 

At preliminary hearing ......... $ t. ••••••••••• 

Dismissed, settled, strid1,8Ji, of d"efault 

Total 
ll,e93 

2,374 
6,986 

31,253 

18,852 
3,770 
7,153 

Boldface headings fndicatg ~he r.:.lassificatibns u.'!'eg by the NCSP. 

Filed 

8,585 

42,288 

X 
X 
X 
X 

14,061 

6,491 
X 
X 
X 
X 

~ 

74,215 

33,933 

123,116 
229,933 

X 
__ X_ 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

X 

503,706 

Disposed 

8,064 

41,983 

7,398 
3,081 

886 
1,153 

13,118 

7,208 
1,394 

28 
727 
167 

~ 

72,689 

32,149 

~ 

37,073 

120,188 
211,857 

21,958 
354,003 

354,003 

11,462 
1,260 

1,015 
431 

~ 

14,168 

477,933 

Civil dispOSitions 

End 
pending _ 

3,7858 

4,8348 

X 
X 
X 

'x 
7,841g 

16,427 
X 
X 
X 
X 

27,800g 

44,260g 

10,844g 

~g 

12,0108 

14,580g 

58,982g 

X 
__ X _ 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

__ X _ 

X 

138,0668 

Settled ........................ 5,364 
Contested (domestic relationa) • 2,573 
Default ........................ 7,462 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty pleas ................... . 
Dismissed, settled, stricken, or 
default ....................... . 

Truffic Violation Bureau •••• I ••• 

98,634 

14,568 
211,857 

X - The data for this case type nre known t;,.~ he included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is c.oun\!,Eil,! at the n&te of iss~e. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 

disposition on the cnnt:'I.' calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 
The criminal case unit of co~~t is not: consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number of 

defendants on the in{~rmation, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

gChange in pending does not ~ql!el the difference butween filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the nnnu~l report. 

jExplanation of data inct-oded 1ft t~e category: 
Commitments, incompetenc;y, anlj Ilther family criminal are included with domestic relations, probate, and juvenile cases, respectively, 

because their pendlnl} and filed figures c()uld not be separated from other cases within each of these categories. 

Source: Off!.ce of the State Court Admil1:ist.r;atol', Hinnesota State Court Report 1976-1977 (St. Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals h;a.vc bCE!O eomputed where necessary. 
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Law: 

MINNESOTA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited juri"diction 

2 courts. 28 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Court •••.•••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•••• ., ••.•••••••• 449 
492 
941 

Jury •••••••••.•••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••• ~ •• ' ••• '." 
Total .......................... •• .......................... .. 

Property rights, 
Unlawful dctainers •..•••••••..••••••••.••• ., ••••.••...••..• ,.. 

Total civil .................................................... 1,066 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

Other violationsj ........................................... ~ 

Total criminal ................................................. 3,948 

Traffic: 

Total traffic.................................................. 5,014 

Disposed 
End 

Filed pending 

1,694 1,721 422 
1,078 1,068 502 
2,772 2,789 924 

10,357 ~ 
__ 6_3 

13,129 13,20B 987 

26,494 25,200 ~ 

26,494 25,200 5,242 

72,648 70,653 7,009 

--------------------------------
Grand total ••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,028 112,271 109,061 13,238 

Civil dispositions 
~ ~ 

!!!!!l 
Civil ................ 307 

1,257 Dismissed, settled, stricken, or default " 761 
Total 

Criminal dispositions 
Criminal ............. 214 

Triald 

Non-Jury 
464 
722 

2,468 
3,654 

-m 
936 

2,639 
4,346 

Guilty plea ...................................... 11,565 
Ulsmisscd, settled, stricken, or default 12,699 Traffic ....... ....... 171 

Total........... ...... 692 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dense definit.1,.on or unit of count: 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty plea .................................... .. 
Dismissed, settled, stricken, or default ••.....•. 

40,378 
27,636 

A civil cacse 11:1 counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jl1ry cases. 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The repflrting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 
of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 

A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 
jE)~planation of data included in the category: 

"Other violations" include misdemeanor, ordinances. charter provisions. and rules and regUlations of any subdivision of government. 
including the Hetropolitan Airport Commission. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. Minnesota State Court Report 1976-77 (St. Paul. Hinnesota). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 judges 
January 111 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

MINNESOTA JUSTICES OF TIlE PEACE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

269 courts. 269 justices of the peace 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Justices of the Peace for 1976. 
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MiSSissippi court system, 1976 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
30 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $200. Bastardy. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials, 

J 

1 + Law Equity 

I I 
COUNTY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Ap~eals de novo. 

, 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all matters. 

A~ 

+ 

t_--, 
CHANCERY C OURT (19) 
35 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Equity, divorce, ali mony, probate, 

tal commitments. 
o County Court. 

guardianship, men' 
- Hears juvenile if n 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

-j 

If no County Court. 

FAMILY COUR T (1) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Delinquency and n, 

Adult crimes again 
eglect. 
st juveniles. 

Jury trial of adults. 

\ 

JUSTICE COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Givil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 
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MISSISSIPPI SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 jnstices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed ________________________________________________________ ~p.ndin~. ____________________ _ Disposed End 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Crimnal •••••••••••••••• 0 •• 1.1 •••• II II ••••••• 1 ••••••••••••••• 

507 
273 
(k) OnsjlQc!f1M cases (dismissed) .............................. .. 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "7iiO 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •• e'" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~"""""" 

---3 

610 936 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters! 

Motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

__ 6 

13 

127h 

~h 

632 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion •••• 367 
Per curiam ••••••••• 1I39m 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed 
Reversed .,. 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• * •••• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part • ~ , ••• 
Affirmed on condition of remittitur or 
additur ••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 

Dismissed •••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classificatiolls used by the NCSP. 

325 
141 

20 

5 
171 

Blank space IQ Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X .. The data for this ("ase type are known to be included in tht! total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from beginning pending, filed, and disposed data. 
'l'he filing figures were computed from disposed and end pending data. 

kAdditional information: 

157 

---rrr --2 

819 727 

123 11 

~ ---.!J. 
615 

Tine interval (average days) 
Rec;;;'d filed to submitted' ..... 347 
Submitted to decision ' ••• 0 •••• 0 33 
Record filed to decision ••••• " 379 
Judgment in lower court 

to decision ............... 00.0 552 

30 

Cases disposed by dismissal are included in the civil and criminal appeals filings, but a civil/criminal breakdown for cases dismissed io 
not available. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Number of per curiam opinions are for cases on the merits, petitions for rehearing, and other petitions There were, in addition, 486 per 

curiam decisions on motions (only 8 motions had written opinions). 

Source: Executive Assistant, Supreme Court, 10th Annual Statistical Report 1975; 11th Annual Statisti~al Report 1976 (Jackson, Mississippi). 
Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual reports except that totpls have been computed where necessary. 

MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuit districts, 30 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December :U. 1976 

End Beginning 
pending 

Disposed pending 

Civild : 
Law: 

Dollar declarationk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Eminent domain 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Other civil •••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Appeals ....................................................... . ~ 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Indictments • c •• ~ ••••••• , ••••• ,. ~ ••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 ••• 

Other criminalj ............................................... . 

Total criminal 

Grand total ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 •• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
'fhe criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Other criminal includes criminal appeals and other unclassified criminal cases. 

kAdditional information: 

10,599 

75 
1,612 

~ 

12,635 

. 6,598 

~ 

7,441 

20,076 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace Courts was increased in December 1975 to a $500 limit for civil actions. This increased 
ceiling may be the cause for the reduction from 1975 in the number of dollar declaration filings in the Circuit Court. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIl, 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the judicial council. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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MISSISSIPPI CHANCERY COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

19 chancery districts t 35 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Equity: 

General equity •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Domesticj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 

URESA ....................................................... . 
Minor'a matters j ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •• 000 •••••• 00 •• 

Total •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Probate and guardianship/conservatorship •••••••• J ••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 

Mental health: 
Conunitmentsj •••••• 0 _ ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Filed 

2,072 

19,487 
1,538 
3,082 

24,107 

6.789 

3,599 
Other civil ................................................... . 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A ~ 

Total civil N/A 39,582 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile N/A N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... NI A 39,582i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

ilIA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

. The Chancery Court handles juvenile cases in 66 of the state t s 82 counties. No juvenile data were available. 
ClCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
iData are not complete: 

The grand total filed figure does not include juvenile cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Domestic cases are divorce, support, separate maintenance, and other marital matters. 
Hinorts matters are adoptions, removal of disability, and other matters relating to the handling of minors other than by parents or 

guardians. 
Commitments are cases for commitment because of lunacy, alcohol, or drugs. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

ilIA 

ilIA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Unpublished data provided 'by the judiCial council. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY COURT 
Court of limtted jurisdiction 

16 COUl."ts, 20 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for 1976. 

MISSISSIPPI FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court for 1976. 

MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976 • 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICES OF TIlE PEACE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Justice of the Peace for 1976. 
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COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (2) 
Circuit judges selVe. 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil actions in Hannibal and 

Cape Girardeau, domestic relations 
in Hannibal. 

- Felonies, misdemeanors in 
Hannibal. 

- Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

t 
Mason, Miller 
Townships to 
Hannibal. 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (129) 
55 judges selVe Orll1 as magistrate 
judges. 
91 judges selVe as both probate and 
magistrate judges. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2,000. 
A few courts handle small claims; 
most handle landlcird-tenant. 

- Traffic, misdemeanors (fine less 
than $1,000, sentence less than 1 
year), felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

~ ---- ~-----------------------------

Missouri court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices, 4 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cases involving 

constitution, treaty, or statute, revenue laws, title 
of Officer of State, death penalty or life imprisonment. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurisdiction not exclusively 

designated in Supreme Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 
111 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, domestic 

relations, guardianship. 
. Felony, rnisrJemeanor. 
. Juvenile. 
Appeals on record and de novo. 
Jury trials. 

, . 

PROBATE COURT (115) 
24 Judges selVe only as probate 
judges. 
91 judges selVe as both probate 
and magistrate judges. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction 
over all probate and mental commit­
ment matters. 
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Death penalty. 
Ufe imprisonment. 
Constitution, 
treaty, statute. 
Revenue laws. 
Title of Officer of State. 

" 

ST. LOUIS COURT OF 
CR!MINAL CORRECTION (1) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Misdemeanors, traffic, felony 

preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~5OO) 
;:, 500 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over city 
ordinance violations (fine less 
than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

Jury trials. 

" 

MISSOURI SUPREliE COURT 
Court of las t resort 

7 jus tiees, 4 commissioners 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeala: Civil _______________________________________________________ _ 

Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••• 
Total appeals ••..••..•••.••••.••••••.•.•..•......•.•.••.•..•.. 

Other cases: 
Original proceediugs: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mandamus 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••• Prohibition _______________________________________________ _ 

Quo warranto •.••..• 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 •• 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 •• 

Other writs .00. 0" 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 0" 0 ••••••• 0 •••• 0" 0 ••• 0 •••••• , 

Application to transfer ...•..••..• 0 ••• o •• ooo ••• o ••••••••• <\l. 

T")tal .0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0.0 ••• 0.0.0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••• 00 ••• 00 •• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 

Re(~UeBt8 to appeal 0.000 •• 0 •••• 00 •• 0 0 ••• ,. 0.0 •••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 

Total other cases ..•.. 0. 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••• , 

Total cases .0 •••••• 0.' 0 •• 0. 0 •• 0 ••••••• , • 0 ••• 0 •• 00 •••••••••• , •••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing reques ts •... 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 

Other matters! 
Motion activity ••••..••..•• 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••• 0 

Total other proceedings ••...••...•... 0 •••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
49 

"-49 

165 

10 

__ 1_7 

27 

Manner of dispOSition 
Wri tten opinion ..••.. o. 150 
Dismissal 0............. 37 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

X 
X 

"l7iJ 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

409 

--m-

579 

51 

Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

180 
35 

-m 

85 
46 
41 

2 
37 

223 
434 

-rn 

649 

56 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

--7-1 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
24 

------vi 

95 

__ 1_2 

17 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 1976 (Jefferson City, Nissouri). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 districts, 22 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

C~l!g!iH 
Appeals: Civil ________ • ______________________________________________ _ 

Criminal ..••.•••..••..• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Total appeals .••..• o. 0 •••• 0 o' o •• 0 ••••• 0 0 •••••• 0" ••••• 0 ••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ha beas corpus ...••.. 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 

Mandamus ..•..•••.••••. , •.•...••...••. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Prohibition •.••...•..•..••..• o ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0" 

Certiorari ...• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Quo warranto ••.....••.. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• Total ___________ • _____________ • ____________________________ _ 

Requests to appeal .• 0.' 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• o •••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••..•••.• 0 ••••• 000 ••••••••••• o •• 0.' •••••••• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

1,117 
698 

1,815 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

21 

--2-1 

1,836 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion _ _ _ _ _ 898 
Dismissal _______ • _ _ _ 708 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

1,206 
599 

1,805 

128 
116 
129 

2 
I 

376 

-m 

2,181 

Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,021 1,309
g 

596 694g 

1,617 2,003 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
367 30 

~ --30 

1,984 2,033 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 1976 (Jefferson City, Hissouri). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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I 

MISSOURI CIRCUIT COURT AND COURT OF COHIION PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

43 clrct4ts, 111 judgesc ; 2 courts, circuit judges serve 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

CivUd: 
Uncla8oif~ed tort: 

Beginning 
pending 

Personal injury , ..................... I ••••••••• '! •••• I ~ .. ~....... X 
DOllestic relations: 

DivOlce •• ~ ....... ~#) ................... ~:>.\:........................ X 
Modify divorce decrees ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ::.............. X 

Total •••••••• :J., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'rt.r.~........... X 
Other eiv!!!. II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "..................... X 
Appeal. ........................................................ (j) 
ExtraordinalY wrlt~: 

Procee:jing under rule 27.26 ................ :;. ••••••••••••••••••• _X __ 

Total civilj •••••••••••• ,.q....................................... 63,023f 

Felonll' •••••••••••••••• , •••• ". ~ •••• ~ ••••• "' •••• i ••••••••••••••••• 
ltisdemea~or ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ':;, ••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals ••••• " •••••••• ' ••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• O,j •••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Total crimi nul •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o. 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 • ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 

Gr.and total ••••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

10,530 f 

83,724 f 

Filed 

X 

X 
X 
It 
X 

(j) 

__X_ 

74,474 

X 
X 

~ 

18,080 

16,929 

109,483 

Disposed 

6,865 

36,202 
2,912 

39,ll4. 
27,461 

(j) 

---.!tQ§. 

73,846 

13, q57 
4, 007 

----.ill... 
17,964j 

18,443 

1l0,253 

l!!!l 
Triald 

Non-jury 
X 

1,178 

Total 
10;919 
2,239 

Criminal disEositions 

1::1vU ........ 
Criminal ••••• 

Total ....... .. 

X 
1,061 

X X 13,158 

30ldface headings indicate the classi.dcations used by the NCSP. 

Guil ty plea ........ 
Dismissed .".1 ••••••• 
Nolle prosequi ••••• 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Circuit judges serve in the Court of Common Pleas. 

dCase defini.tion or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

10,807 
2,734 
2,184 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. A filing may involve multiple defendants. 
A jury triel is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBegJ.nnillg pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

(j) 

__ X_ 

63,651 

X 
X 

~ 

10,287 

9,016 

82,954 

Total civil category incl.udes appeals. Appeals are counted in civil categories according to the subject matter of the case appealed. 
Total criminal dispositions incl.ude 1,293 appeals or changes in venue and 2,017 appeals from Municipal Courts that could not be separated 

from the felony and misdemeanor data. 

Sourcel Offica of tho Stnto Court Administrator; Annual Btat1stle:al Report 1976 (Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ST. LOUIS COURT OF CRIMINAL CORRECTION, MISSOURI 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court J 2 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

FUed End 

Criminald : 

Beginning 
pending Disposed 

pending 

Hiademeano:r:-J •••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony preliminary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Search warrant applicat,ions .......... ~ ••••• , .............. 0 ••••• 

Fugitive warrants ........................ ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Restoration of driving privileges ••••• a •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals: 

City appeal ................................................ .. 
Extraordinary writs: 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

14,691 
5,!!3 

57 
49 
73 

179 

144 

4,676 X 
3,067 X 

35 X 
N/A X 
N/A X 

35i X 

N/A X 

Writs of habeas corpus ••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _X __ 
__7 __ 8 _X __ 

Total criminal .................................................. 1I,340 20,330k 9,494ik 22,176 

Grand total ...................................................... 1l,340 20,330k 9,494ik 22,176 

Non-jury triald 

Criminal ....... 33 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Criminal dispositions 
Misdemeanor: 

GuUty pleas ............................................... . 
Trial conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi, abated, bond forfeited, or dismissed •••••••• 

Felony preliminary: J 

Defendants held for trial • ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Defendants released ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi, abated, or transferred •••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included 1n the total but ~ere not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations indictments 
i A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion. J , or complaints. A filing may involve r.tultiple defendants. 

Data are not complete: 
Other criminal, total criminal, and grand total disposed d til d d 

priviledges cases. 0 no nc: u e ispositions of fugitive warrants and restoration of driving 

jExplana tion of da ta included in the ca tegory: 
Misdemeanor includes 11,j!2 license cases. 

kAdditional information: 

Categories do not sum to the total. All figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Source: 

3,859 
29 

l, 

751 

1,582 
429 

1,056 

Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 1976 (Jefferson City, Missouri). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. Statistics are from the annual 

MISSOURI MAGISTRATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

129 courts: 55 judges serve only as magistrates" 
91 judges serve as both probate and magistrate jud~es 

July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Magistrate Court for fiscal year 1976. 

MISSOURI PRORATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

115 cou~ts: 24 judges serve only as probate judges" 
91 judges BE'.rve as both probate and magistrate judge; 

July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There Were no data available for cases handled 1n the Probate Court for fiscal year 1976. 

MISSOURI MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdirotion 

500 courts J ~ 500 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1976~ 
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Montana court system, 1976 

JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Contract and damage actions under $1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Misdemeanors 
with fine less than $500 or sentence less than 
6 months. Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in all cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (18) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 
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CITY COURT· 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

+ 
- Contract and damage actions under $1 ,500 . 
- Assaults. thefts under $150. Misdemeanors (fine 

less than $500 or sentence less than 6 months). 
City or town ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 
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MONTANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ........................................................ . 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •..••.••••••...•••••••.•••••••..•••••••.••••••••.. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ......................................... . 
Requests to appeal ••...•••.•....•••.•.•...•••••...••......•••• 

Total other cases ....•••....••••.••..••.••••..••.•...•.•••.•.•. 

Total cases ...•.•••••.•...••••••....••••..•..••.•...•••••••..•••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

Filed 

247 
44 

--i'91 

409 

Blank space ... Not enough information is. known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the .:ourt. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

----rfTA 

N/t. 

----rfTA 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

N/t. 

N/A 

Source: Chief Justice, Montana Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary (Helena, Hontana: 1977). ~\tatiHtics are from the aflnual report except 
that totals were computed wher~ necessary. 

MONTANA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

18 districts, 28 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Probate ••••••.•. o ••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• N/A 
Othc:r civil: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 

Total civil 

CrimillHl d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal ., 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0.' •••• 0 ••••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

iliA 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/ A 

Grand total...................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court J but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the numher of informations or complaints. 

iData are not complete: 

Filed Disposed 

3,570 1,094 

~.!!. ~ 

18,668 10,987 

~ 

2,122 1,726 

1,793 1,414 

22,583 i 14,127 

Grand total filings exclude 800 "other" cases filed in this year but not detailed in case distributions table. 

-:--
End 

pending 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Justice, Montana Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary (Helena, Hontana: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals were computed where nece,!;sary. 

MONTANA JUSTI(''E COURT 
Court of limit~d jurisdiction 

:;3 judg"s 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Justice Court for fiscal year 1976. 

MONTANA CITY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdict'ion 

106 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

There wt!re no data available for cases handled in thH City Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Nebraska court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from District, Juvenile, and 
Workmen's Compensation Courts. 

- Original jurisdiction in cases relating to revenue 
and in civil cases in which the state is a party. 

, 
DISTRICT COURT (21) 
45 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil excluding small claims 

JUVENILE COURT (2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

and probate. Domestic relations. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 

Appeals on the record in criminal. 
Appeals de novo on the record in civil. t 
Jury trials. 

- All juvenile matters in Douglas and Lancaster 
Counties. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (21) 
43 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, probate, guardianship, 

adoptions, eminent domain. 
- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal ordinance 
violations, felony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile except In Douglas and Lancaster 
Counties. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims for workmen's 

compensation benefits. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Omaha and Uncoln. 
- Civil cases under $5,000. 
- Municipal ordinance violations, misdemeanors, 

felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials in civil and state law cases. 

t In Nebraska, "de novo on the record" means that the court may make an independent determination of the facts. 
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N~BRASKA SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September I, 1975 to August 31, 

/ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : ..................................................... .. 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Total appeals • ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Other (,c.oea: 
Original proceedi~,"> ........................................ . 
l.equea ts to appeal •••••••••••.•••••••••••••• , ••••.•••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••.•••••.••• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
N/A 

-X-

38811 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion •••• ,. 393 

Boldface headings indicste the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

1976 

Filed 

3641 
352 1 

7T6 

X 
N/A 

-X-

716i 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

IData are not complete: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

3251 2441 
3091 2261 

---c;J1i ---;;YOi 

X X 
N/A N/A 

-X- -X-

634i 47011 

Requests to appeal are not counted statistically by the Supreme Court; the figures presented for app~alB are cases docketed. There are a 
number of cases that the court refuses to hear. These discretionary csses, when leave to docket is denied, could be considered processed 
by the court, but are not docketed nor reported statistically. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
These figures are from un unpublished Bource supplied by the Supreme Court clerk. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Th~ Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished data e)[ccpt that totals have bee., computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the Supreme 
Court clerk. 

NEBRASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 districts, 45 judges 
Jsnuary I, 1976 to December ~1, 1976 

Child: 
Doaestic relations ••••••••••••••••.•••..••••.••••..•..•••••••.. 
Other civil •••.••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••• I I ••••• 

Appeals ••.•. t •• I •••••• I ••••••••••••••• 1 ••• 11.1 •••• I •••• "" I •••• 

Total civilj 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminalj •••.•.• I •••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals ....................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Grt,nd total •••••••••.•••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classificstions used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

2,2401 
2,9801 

.J1L 
5,2201 

6,1151 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

10,874 
6,358 

.....ill.. 
17,232 

4,416 

..b.22.2.j 

7,215 

24,447 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include the number of reopened cases placed before the District Court. 

Disposed 

10,193 
6,057 

.....ill.. 
16,250 

: .431 
~j 

6,823 

23,073 

End 
pending 

2,9211 
3,2811 

.....ill.. 
6,2021 

7621 
~jl 

1,2871 

Appeals that are listed as criminal appeals include both civil and criminal appeals. Statement in the annual report indicates that more 
than half were criminal appeals. 

Criminal cases may include a few misdemeanor cases. 
ISpeclal Gource or revision in data: 

Pending data were provided by the office of the state court administrator. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the n::nual report and 
unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions havl;!: been made during verification by the office 
of the state court administrator. 



NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

21 districts, 43 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

t:l.vud : 
Law: 

Civil 
Small claims •••.•.•.•.••.••...••.•••..•.•••..••.••..••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Eminent domain •••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Adoption ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Probate and inheritance tax ....••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship Bnd conservatorship ••.••••••••••• ~ ••• ~ •••••••••• 

Total .••••••••• I ••••••••• , ••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor: 
Misdemeanor statute ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• I •••••••••••••• 

Ordinance violations: 
Ordinance non-traffic •.•.•••.•.•••.••••••..•••.•.•••.•••••.•. 

Felony preliminary: 
Felony •••••.••.••.••.••.••••.•••.••.••.••••.••••••••••••.•••. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic vJ.olations: 

Statute traffic ••..•.•....•..•.......•.••••.•...•..•••••••.•• 
Ordinance tt"affic •..••••.••.•••••.•••••••.••••.•.•••••.•••.•• 

Total •.•.•.•..•••••.•.••.••••••••..••.••.•••••••••••••.•••••.• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ..••.•••.•••.•••••.•..•••.••••..•.•..••.••...••••. 

Grand total •..•.•••••.••.•••••••..••...•••••••••••..••••.•••••••. 

Boldface headings indicate the classification3 used by the NOSP. 

dOase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

7,0271 
1,1531 

821 

2221 

11,6571 

9,3531 
21,0101 

29,4941 

10,7561 

1,2911 

~1 

16,2181 

7,6321 

2,3901 
10,0221 

10,0221 

56,8611 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

7,235 
8,182 

144 

1,347 

8,940 
2,119 

...!.hQ12. 

27,967 

32,353 

8,277 

~ 

44,958 

120,032 
31,577 

151,609 

151,609 

227,718 

Disposed 

6,435 
7,802 

156 

1,336 

9,011 
1,777 

10.788 

26,517 

30,931 

8,211 

~ 

43,140 

118,877 
31,130 

150,007 

150,007 

3';2s6 

222,920 

End 
pending 

7,8271 
1,5331 

701 

2331 

11,5861 
9,6951 

21,2811 

30,9441 

12,199g1 

l,357g1 

4,502g1 

18,058g1 

8,765g1 
2,837g1 

l1,602g1 

l1,602g1 

l,01ilfg1 

61,692g1 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments. or complaint:;:. Two defendants charged on a single complaint 
count as one case, unless cases are separated for trial. One defendant with two charges on a single complaint is one case, unless the 
charges are tl:'ied separately. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures nre as reported. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Pending figures were prOVided by the office of the state court administrator. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report and 
unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office 
of the state court administrator. 
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Civild : 
Law: 

NEBRASKA MUNICIPAL COURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2bi!ourts. 13 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

01 viII small claims .•••••••••••.••••• ~ .••••••.••.•••••..•••.•. N/A 

N/A Total civil 

Criminald : 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total .•.•••••.•.•••••••.•••••...•.••••.•••••..••••.••••.••. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court) but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

15.081 

15,081 

x 

x 

121,628 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

seourt jurisdiction: 
Hunicipal Courts have exclusive jurisdiction in cases involving violations of local ordinances. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The two Hunicipnl courts are in Omaha and Lincoln. 

dense definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistic.:; are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

J..svenile: 

NEBRASKA JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2b courts. 3 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Total juvenile ••....••.•.....•.•.•.•••••..•.•.•••.••••.•.•••.... 

Grand total...................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A III This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparttcular court or reporting system inforIl',dtion: 

Filed 

2,070 

There are two separate Juvt'.nile Courts in Nebraska, located in Douglas County and Lancaster County. 

Disposed 

N/A 

End 
pendi~ 

N/A 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Civild: 
Adainistrative: 

NEBRASKA WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION COURT 
Court of lim,ited jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Disputed claims •••...•••.•.•••••.•••••...•••.••.•••••.••••.• N/A 

N/A Total civil 

Grand total ••••..••• L ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings ind1.cate the classifications used by the NOSP. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing o'f a petition or complaint. 

kAdditional information: 

Filed 

-ill. 
762 

762 

Disposedk 

.JY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

There were 820 original and settlement hearings and 151 rehearings held and settled. The number of cases dispose( 

End 
pendins 

.JY..L 
N/A 

N/A 

Jnknown. 

Source: Ofi:f.ce of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1976 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Nevada court system, 1976 

JUSTICE COURT (54) 
54 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Appellate jurisdiction over equity, law (over $300), 

and all other civil not given to a lower c.our.t, and 
questions of law in criminal cases of District Court. 

· May review upon appeal any .dec;:ision or judgment 
begun in its geographical jUrisdiction. 

· Certiorari review of cases originating In Justice and 
Municipal Courts and appealed to District Court. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Original jurisdiction in equity, law, probate, 

mentally III. 
• Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater than $500, 

sentence greater than 6 months). 
· Juvenile, adults in relation to juveniles. 

Appeals are trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

• CiVil actions under $300 except • Civil when less than $300 and 
incident to a criminal case 
and the plaintiff is the city. title realty or mining claim. . 

• Misdemeanors with fine under $500 
and/or sentence under 6 months. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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• Municipal ordinance violations . 
• Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors 
with fine under $500 and/or sentence 
under 6 months. 

'1 
1 
I 
I 
,I 

11 
/'1 
1'j , 
,~; 

.. 

• 

Nl!V ADA SUPREME COllltT 
Court of last resort 

S justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cascs: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... .. 
Criminal ••••••.•••••••.•••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Reinstated ""'" I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •• ~ •••••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceeq1ngs: 

Habeas corpus •• ,; •••••.•.•••.•.••.••.••••••••.••••••••••.••• 
Mandamus .••.••••••••.•••.••••••••.••.•••••.••••..••.••••••• 
Prohibitfpn ••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••.••••••.••••••••.•••••• 
Quo warranto •••• I •••••••••• I. I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Exceptions •••••••.••••• I. ~ ..... I ••••••••••••••••••• I I •••••• 

Bar I ••••• • \~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 

T=~:io~~j~:::::::::::::::: ,:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ••••••.••••• I •••••••••••••••••• I ••••••• , ••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

Total cases ..••••.•.••..•.•••.•••••..•••••...•.••••.•••••••••••. 256 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••.•••.••••••.•••••••.•.•.••...••••..•. __ 0 

Total" other proceedings •••.•••••••••••••••••. I •••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••.•••.• 252 
Per curiam •.•.•••••.••••• 169 
Dismissed by order ....... 535 

Filed Disposed 

249 X 
358 X 

20 X 
{;IT --X-

13 X 
44 X 
22 X 

0 X 
11 X 
23 X 
59 X 

172 X 

7 X 
"l79 --X-

806 803 

~ ~ 

98 83 

Dls2osition of 82Ecals 
Affirmed .................. 162 
Reversed .................. 66 
Partially afUrmed ........ 10 
Other ..................... 14 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cat(:gory. 

End 
pendinn 

X 
X 
X 

--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

259 

.---11 
15 

Source: Chief Justice, Supreme Court, "Nevada State of the Judiciary Message 1975-76," in Inter Alia, 42:2 (April, 1977); and unpublhhed data. 
Statistics are from the "State of the Judiciary" message and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

275 

",{ 
i 

~ 

-~": 

"'-



NEVADA DISTRICT COURTi 
Court of general juris4ictlon 

!I" districts, 25c judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild, 
Law: 

Civil actions ••.........•••••....••• 0- ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Divorces ••••..•••.••••••••..•••.••.••••..•••••••••.•• t ~ •••••• 

Adoptions ••••.•••••••••••.•••..•.•.•••••.•..•••••••.••. I ••••• 
Reciprocal ••••.••.•••••••.•••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•......•.•••..........•....••.•. ~ ...•.•.. , .....••.••...• 
Probate: 

Probate ..................................................... .. 
Guardianshipj ............................................... . 

Total •.•••••.••.••••••••.•••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••.•••••• •• • 
Mental health' 

Mental illness and inebriates •.....•..•. 0 a 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Other civil' 
Niscellaneous matters •••.....••••...•••....••••....•••....... 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal •....••....••••..•.•.••...••••..•••••....••..•••• 0 ••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand total i ....... ....... .......... ................. ............ N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 

Filed 

9,476 

9,970 
524 

2,560 
13,054 

1,146 
101 

1,247 

390 

~ 

25,106 

2,343 

32,082 

Disposedk End 
pendlnp.1 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A ~ 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

The second district has 7 judges and the eighth district has 11 judges. Data were available only for these two districts. There are a 
total of 25 judges in the 9 districts statewide. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nwnber of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 
Data were availale for two districts only: the second district (Washoe County) and the eighth district (Clark County). These two counties 

contain 81 percent of the state population. 
jExplanation of data included in the cfttegory: 

Guardianship data by category were available only for Washoe County. Guardianship cases for Clark County are included with the probate cases. 
kAddit.ional infoL"matJ.on: 

Disposition data were not available for Clark County. The number of matters heard and the number of trials were available only for Washoe 
County. These data are not displayed because filing figures are for Clark and Washoe Counties. 

Source: Unpublished data from the two districts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

NEVADA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no d'ata available for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1976. 

NEVADA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

15 courts, 15 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 
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New Hampshire court system, 1976 

Civil 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
77 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
13 justices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500, iitle to real property, 

equity, divorce, support, alimony. 
- Felonies. 
Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and violations. 
Jury trials. 

Civi 

, 

MUNICIPAL COURT (18) 
22 full-time and 22 special justices 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil actions under$3,000 (no title to real property). 
Small claims (if no Municipal Court). 

- Landlord and tenant and small claims under $500 
(no title to real property). 

- Misdemeanors, violations, probable cause 
hearings for felonies. 

- Misdemeanors, violations, probable cause 
hearings for felonies. 

- Juvenile - Juvenile. 
No jury trials. 

t 'odl,,'e, ","'e of 'ppe" 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

No jury trial. 

- Exclusive probate, adoption, guardianship, and 
conservatorship jurisdiction. 

No jury trial. 
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NEW HAKPSHIRE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
August I, 1975 to July 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals. 

Civil and criminal .......................................... . 
Agency appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceediugs: 

Original cases filed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certification of questions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
RequestB to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I I •• "" I "' "'" I 

Total other cases •• I ••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••• "' I 1.1 ••• I ••• I 

Total cases •••••••• I •••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "" I I I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

2',9 

Filed 

210 
26 

238 

26 
5 
2 

35 

--rr 
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Disposed 

X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

320 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
X 
X 

-X-

202 

Blank space'" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X III The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Re art of the Judicial Council of the State of New Ham shire covering periods August 1, 

1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 Concord, New Hampshire: 1976. Statistics are from the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW HAKPSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 courts, 13 justices 
August I, 19;5 to July 31, 1976 

Civild • 
Law: 

Actions at law •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Equity: 
EqUitable actions and petitions ••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Marital cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Appeals. 
Probate appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CriminaJ.d. 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Indictments ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Informations ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Complaints •••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• I ••••••• " •••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Triald 

!!.!!!l Non-jury Total 
Civil •••••••••••••• 202 2, 138m 2,340 
Criminal •••• o •••••• 379 165 544 

Total ............... 581 2,303 2,684 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

9,702 

2,667 

6,002 

__ 4_0 

16,361k 

2,172 
30 

337 
2,539 

~ 

4,461 

22,872k 

A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 
A trial is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the biennial report. 

hFigures were calculated! 
Dispositions were calculated by category from available filing and pending data. 

kAdditional information: 

Filed 

5,665 

2,438 

9,610 

__ 2_5 

17,758 

2,909 
447 
677 

4,033 

..!.ill. 

Disposed 

5,390h 

2,051h 

9,186h 

__ 1_7h 

16,494k 

2,240 
434 
566 

3,240h 
~h 

End 
pending 

9,997 

3,054 

6,426 

__ 4_8 

19,675gk 

2,841 
43 

448 
3,332 

~ 

6,431 5,771k 5,1l6gk 

24,169 22,268k 24,793g 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty plea or nolo 
contendere •••••••••••••• 2,785 

Nolle prosse II 11.11. II "' 1,241 

Disposition figures that were calculated do not sum to the total given 1n the biennial report. Total dispOSitions given tn the report are 
displayed for total civil and total criminal dispositions. 

Pending figures by category in the biennial report do not sum to the total given in the biennial report. Figures are as they appear in the 
biennial report. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil non-jury trials include law cases tried by the court, contested marital cases, and other equity cases heard as non-jury civil trials. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods August 1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and Aug~st -1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire. 1976). Statistics are from -the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW HAKPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

41 courts, 17 justices 
August I, 1975 to July 31, 1976 

Civlld • 
Unclassified tort: 

Person or property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contraats, notes, etc •• "'" I II •••••• 1.1 •• I ••••••• " •••• 1 •• ". I •• 

Slaall clalDl8 ••• I •• I ••• I ••• I ••• I I • I •• I ••••••• I •••••••••••••••••• 

Property right.: 
Landlord and tenant •• I •••••••• I ••••••• I •••• I •••••••••••••• I •• 

Other civil: 
Appealed to Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• 1.1 ••••• I ••••••••• 

Appealed to Supreme Court •• I •••••••••••••• I I I •••••••••• I ••••• 

Total •• I •••• I •••••• ·1 •••••••••••••••• I •••••••• I I ............... . 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald • 
llisdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••• I I •••• I •••••••• I ••••• 

Felony preliminary. 
Class A felonies ••••• I I ••••• I •••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Class B felonies •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••• 1.1 ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Violations of city or town ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o. 
Violations of state •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "' 

Total ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••• I ............................. I •••••••• I ••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency and neglect: 

Neglected •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••• 
Status offenses: 

Person in need of supervision •••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• 

Grand total •• " •••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
772 

X 
X 

42 

__ X_ 

1,783 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

1,763i 

Non-jury triald 
Civil ••••••• 3,679 

Civil dispositions 
Default judgment •••••••••• 10,524 
Settled ••••••••••••••••••• 5,797 
Withdrawn or dismissed"... 2,175 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

X 

X 
17,610 

1,393 

X 
X 
X 

23,370 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!!.L 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.J!!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

.J!!.L 
N/A 

23,370i 

Disposed 

792 

3,J94 
16,401 

1,394 

91 
6 

97 

22,478 

25,931 

569 
2,351 

~ 

28,651 

23,607 
85,556 

109,165 

109,165 

4,377 

427 

~ 

5,268 

165,762 

Criminal and traffic 
dispositions 

Not guilty •••••••• 2,576 
Nolle prosse •••••• 7,270 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 
A trial is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the biennial report. 

iOata are not complete: 
Grand total filing and pending data are for civil cases only. Disposition data are for all case categories. 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
2,001g 

42g 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

3,227g 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

3,227i 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods August I, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics are from the biennial report ex.cept 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW lIAHPSHlRE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

10 courts, 10 judges 
Jul)· I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild : 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption ••.•••••..•.•••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Change of name ............................................... . 
Commitment to Laconia State School ,. •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marriage waivers granted •.•..•.•..•....••••...•••..•••••....• 

Total '" I •••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 
Probate: 

Guardians appointed •••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•.•.• 
Will allowed .•..•••....•••••..••••... c •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Administrations allowed ............. 0\ of ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Voluntary administrations ..•••• I, ••• I" "!' ••••• I ••••••••••••••••• 

Inheritance tax ........................ ~." ..••••.....•.•.••••.. 
Successor custodian ..•••...•• ;. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Death certificate .................... I 1 •••• 00 •••••••••••••••••• 

Will authenticity II ••. "' •••••••••••••• 0:) •••••••••••• 1 ••••• I ••••• 

Trustees appointed ••...•••...•••..••• ~ .•.•••..•• , ..•• I ••••• I. 
Inquisitions ..•.....• I •••••••••••••••••• e •••••••••••••••••••• 

Accounts allowed ••....••••...•...••••.... I ••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..•.•.• ~ .......... " ..••.•••....•••.•••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Conservators apPointed ...•...•••...• I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cIvil 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Grand total •...••....•....•••....•.••••.. ~ •• ~..................... N/A 

Boldface headings il~riicate the classifical;ions used by the NCSP. 
N/A ,.. This case type i& handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the !:lame way throughout the state. 

Filed 

711 
406 

20 
1,729 
2,932 

381 
2,618 
1,407 

659 
22 

4 
100 
173 
154 
169 

6,254 
11,941 

15,055 

15,055 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth i!iennial Report of the Jucicial Council of the St<::'te of New Hampshire covering periods August 1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 3!; 1976 (C(ln~,Jrd, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics are from the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW lIAHPSHlRE I!UNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

18 courts, 22 full-time and 22 special justices 
August I, 1975 to July 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Small c1ailllB 
Property rights: 

Beginning 
pending 

23 

Landlord and tenant ••••.•.•••••...••• I •••••• I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 

Total civil 

Misdemeanors ••.•••••..•• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I • I ••••••• 

Felony preliminary: 
Class A felonies ...•••••...•••...••.•• I •••••••• I •••••••••• I •• 

Class B felonies .••. I 0 0 I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •..••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal • 'i •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other trRffic violations: 

Violations of city o!~ town •••••...••••...•.•••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Violations of state .•• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••• 

Total ....•.....•••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

23 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Delinquency.. ••••••••• •••••• ................................... N/A 
Dependency and neglect: 

Neglected children ........................................... NI A 
Status offenses: 

Person in need of supervision •••...•.••. I.................... ~ 
Total juvenile •..•••..•••....•.•••.....••••.....••• I •••••••••••• NiA 

Grand total 23 i 

Non-jury trial d Civil dispositions 
Civil ......... 131 Default judgment ............. 224 

Settled ...................... 163 
Withdrawn or dismissed....... 38 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A "" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 
A trial is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference. between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported 1n the biennial report. 

iData are not complete: 

Filed 

549 

-.!Q 

559 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

~ 

N/A 

559i 

Disposed 

546 

-.!Q 

556 

1,497 

9 
70 

----1J.. 
1,576 

765 
5,554 
6,319 

6,319 

196 

~ 

230 

8,681 

Criminal and traffic 
dispositions 

Not guilty •••••••••• 125 
Nolle pro sse •••••••• 328 

Grand total filing and pending data are for civil cases only. Disposition data are for all case categories. 

End 
pending 

27g 

0 

27& 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

27 i 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Sixteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods August 1, 
1974-July 31, 1975, and August 1, 1975-July 31, 1976 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics are from the biennial report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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New Jersey court system, August 31, 1976 

t 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appeal in constitutional questions. capital 
cases, certifications, dissents in AppellatE:! 
Division, and as provided by law. 

! 
APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR 
COURT 
22 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts except Municipal 

Courts and from administrative agencies except 
Wage and Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

SUPERIOR COURT: LAW DIVISION 
AND CHANCERY DIVISION COUNTY COURT (21) 

103 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 

98 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- 4t~ .Division hears civil cases. Chancery 
DIvIsion hears general equity, matrimonial, 
probate. 

- General jurisdiction in civil cases over $3,000. 
Contested probate. Adoptions. 

- Law Division hears criminal cases. 
Jury trials in Law Division. 

t 
COUNTY D!STRICT COURT (21) 
34 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort under $3,000, landlord and 

tenant, small claims, bastardy proceedings. 
- Minor criminal, traffic, ordinance violations. 

Concurrent criminal and quasi-criminaljurisdiction 
with Municipal Courts. 

• Jury trials. 

1 
SURROGATES (21) 
21 surrogates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Uncontested probate. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
Appeals in bastardy proceedings andf:·c.':-:·p:-::p:-::eC":a""ls:L:fr""o-m­
Municipal Courts and Wage and Hour Section 
of Labor and Industry. 

Jury trials. 

', .. , .. ,--. -------',-----, 
JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 
29 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations (except divorce). Adoption. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (526) 
382 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
.. Bastardy proceedings. 

j 

Serve as Clerk of Probate Division of County Court. - Probat?le cause hearings on indictable offenses. 
Traffic, minor criminal, ordinance violations, fish 
and game, and navigation violations. 

No jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 
7 justir;es authorized 

Sept"",ber 1. 1915 to August 31. 1976 

------------------------------------------------------- Begi-~nn~i~n~g-------------------------------------------------EE,n~d;-
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Noticf! of appeal filed ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•.•• I ••••• 

Certifications on petitions granted .••••..•..••.•••••••••••.. 
Certifications on motion •••••••••••••••.•••..••••••••••.••••• 
Appeals by ~B.ye granted .......................................................... .. 
Appeals removed from calendarj ............................................ . 

Total appeals ........................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appea1j: 

Petitions for certification ....................................... . 
Total other cases ...................................................... .. 

Total cases ................................................................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ...................................................... .. 
Other matters: 

Motions and other petitionsj .......................................... .. 

40 

253 
-m 

443i 

(j) 

Total other proceedings ................................................... 188 

Hanner of dispositionm 

Written opinion •••••••••••• 137 
Per curiam ........................ 30 

Time intervals (months/ days) 

Judgment below to notice of appeal or 

77 
113 

16 
26 

187 
-zIT """""lii7 

95 93 

837 705 
-----m- """""""798 

l,164i 985i 

(j) (j) 

1,058 1,144 

1,058 1,144 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••••• 63 
Reversed ........................ 19 
Modified..................... 6 
Reversed and remanded ......... 15 
Affirmed and reversed in part 2 
Remanded .......................... 2 
Dismissed ........................ 1 

Mean 

granting of certification................ 3/19 
Notice of appeal or granting of 

3/4 

1/17 
3/13 
3/17 

certification to perfection.................... 2/18 
Perfection to argument ...••.•.•••......•••• 3/7.8 
Argument to decision ....................... 4/17 
Notice of appeal or granting of 
certification to decision ....................... 10/28 

Perfection to decision ••••••••••••••••••••• 8/15 

Boldface headings indicate the cla~sifications used by the NCSP. 
-- • Not applicable. 

lOata arc not complete: 

9/15 
7/23 

195 
-m 

42 

(j) 

~ 

102 

Total cases do not include motions for leave to appeal because these data could not be separated from the motions and other petitions listed 
as other matters. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Appeals removed from calendar" include 43 cases dismissed before argument, 15 cases remanded, 18 cases decided without oral argument, and 

3 cases consolidated with certification. 
·'Motions and other petitions" disposed include nt least 72 motions for leave to appeal and 23 motions for rehearing. Since the number of 

these motions filed or pending was unknown, the disposed motions were not added to the requests to appeal or rehearing requests 
categories. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
The 137 written opinions and 30 per curiam opinions disposed of 108 appeals and 16 disciplinary matters. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Source of case data is available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
Intenaediate appellate Court 

21 judges 
September I, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil 
crimin;i' : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

Total appeals ••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

4,266 

4,266i 

~~~:~r!:~t~;~~ests •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :.... (j) 

Motions and petitionsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~f 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 
Manner of dispOSition 

Published opin.ionsm •••••••••• 
Per curiamm •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/withdrawal ••••••••• 

350 
2,777 
1,224 

16 Transfersm ••••••••••••••••••• 

Time interval (months/days) 

Date of appeal to perfected ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Perfected to argued or submitted •••••••••••••••••••• 
Argued or submitted to decided •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Date of appeal to decided ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Judgment below to notice of appeal •••••••••••••••••• 

Filed Disposed 

3,157h X 

~ X 
4,819 4,349k 

....ill... ....ill... 

4,819ki 4,349ki 

(j) (j) 

3,149 3,011k 

3,149 3,OHk 

DispOSition of appeals 
Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certifications •••••••••••••••• 
Modified •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
7/11 
4/21 
0/27 

12/29 
1/17 

~ 
6/13 
4/9 
0/15 

12/20 
1/12 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space'" Not enough information is kno~m. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 

fa ~he~e are ~~ ju:res authorized in this court, but 1 judge serves as the acting administrative director of the courts. 
hF~:u~: ::8 P~~mp~~ed: gure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

2,308 
439 

31 
16 

331 
2,241 

i Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of criminal appeals filed from the number of total appeals filed. 
Data are not complete: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

4,736 

4,736i 

(j) 

-ill. 
270 

TO~~~e~a::~t:~!~ do not include requests to appeal data because these data could not be separated from the motions and petitions listed t. s 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Motions and petitions" filed include 841 motions for leave to appeal and 102 motions for rehearing. These filed motions were not listed 
k under the categories of requests to appeal or rehearing requests because the number f h 
Additional information: 0 t ese motions disposed and pending was unknown. 

Total appeals filed and disposed include 16 certifications by the Supreme Court befo-ce calendaring by the Appellate Division. 
m Total other proceedings disposed includes 114 withdrawn motions. 
Categories for disposition type or trial data: 

Published opinions and per curiam opinions are both written opinions. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certification. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY SUPERIOR COURT (LAW DIVISION 
and CHANCERY DIVISION) and COUNTY COURT 

Court of general jurif;,diction 
21 counties. 201 judges authorized 

September I, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Other--Law Division 
Auto tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOIIestic relationsk ; 

Matrimonial ••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Probate (County Court): 

Wills and administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting •••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. , ••••••••••• 
Other probate matters ••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

22,381f 
18,473f 
2,657f 

5,764f 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Filed 

21,070 
15,896 
3,936 

23,391 

176 
194 
31 

183 
Total ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• ~f ~ 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Indictments and accusations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals (County Court) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writs: 

Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

49,443f 

26,571f 
797f 

~f 

27,436f 

76,879f 

64,877 

27,663 
3,790 

96,557 

Disposed 

17 ,21~ 
13,541 
3,910 

22,205 

X 
X 
X 
X 

----l!1 
57,393 

25,495 
3,730 

~ 

29,466 

86,859 

Civil dispositions 

End 
pending 

26,233 
20,828 

2,683 

6,950 

X 
X 
X 
X 

----El 
56,927 

28,739 
857 

__ 5_4 

29,650 

86,577 

~ 
Tria1d 

Non-jury Total 

13,413 
3,590 

17,003 

Law Equity Domestic relations 

Civilm •••••••••••••••• 
CrJ.minal •••••••••••••• 

2,699 
2,895 
5,594 

10,714 
695 

11,409 

Settled •••••••• ••••••••••••••• X 1,691 29 
Dismissed or discontinued ••••• X 815 355 

Total Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,405 2,506 384 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty or nonvult pleas ••••• , ••••• 
Trial conviction •••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Time interva1n (month/days) 
15,329 
1,809 
1,355 
6,827 

Non-jury All trial cases 
Mean Nedian ~ Nedian 

Conditional discharge ••••• , ••••••• 
Peti tion summarily disposed ••••••• 
No relief gr«!1ted ••••••••••••••••• 
Some relief granted ••••••••••••••• 

175 
58 

164 
19 

Civil: 
Complaint to answer •••• 
Answer to pretrial ••••• 
Pretrial to trial •••••• 
Complaint to trial 

2/28 
12/ 0 

8/28 
21/29 

1/25 
10/18 
6/17 

2Oli3 

2/ 7 
10/27 
7/10 

19/25 

Defendants for whom trials commenced 

Criminal: 
Hurder ••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••• 

Indictment or Not guilty plea 
accusation to to trial or 
first plea guilty plea 

Mean Hedian Mean Median 
0/26 0725 47TIi 37"l6 
1/14 0/21 7/16 5/22 

Age of pending casesn (months) 
Domestic 

Under 6 months ••••• 
6+ to 12 months •••• 
12+ to 18 months 

Law 
6,344 
7,741 
6,067 
3,408 
1,846 

Auto tort 

4,246 
6,264 
5,144 
2,975 
1,653 

Equity 
1,099 

988 
326 
107 

relations 

2,709 
2,562 
1,134 

Probate 

171 
38 
24 

Criminal 
9,962 
3,468 
1,374 

18+ to 24 months ••• 
24+ to 36 months ••• 
Over 36 months ••••• 187 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

148 
72 
10 

328 
134 

40 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- ,. Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criloinal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

451 
383 
223 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 

1/16 
9/ 0 
5/23 

17/21 

2/22 
H/12 
8/ 2 

2I7iO 

1/23 
9/19 
6/13 

zan 
Defendants who retracted a 

plea of Hot guilty 
Indictment or Not guilty 
accusation to plea to 
first plea retraction 

Mean Median Mean Median 
D/TO OTT 47i8" 47TO 
1/27 0/24 5/23 4/ 8 

This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other reportin~ errors by 
the counties during the course of the year. 

kAdditional information: 
Dorwestic relations matters are also handled in the juvenile and domestic relations courts; they are not included here. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include un~ntested matrimonial cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are for cases in which trials commenced in the Law Division of the Superior Court and County Court during October 1975. 

_ Age of pending data reflect active cases only. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Statistic.s are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the administrative 
office of the courts. 
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NEW JERSEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

21 courts J 34 jud&es authorized 
September I, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

Auto tort •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kon-auto tort: 

Other tort .................................................. , •• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• I ••••• 

Small claimsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Tenancy •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• •••• •••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

4,700 

1,447 
30,229 

4,529 

~ 

Total civil ..................................................... 44,380 

CrimilUll d: 
Otlie,r criminal: 

Criminalj .................................................... . 

Total crj',minal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Parldog" 

Parking cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving traffiC cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ...................................................... 

:!.!!!.X. 
Civil 716 
CriPlinal •• 

Total 716 

Tritll.d 

Non-jury 'rotal 
53,039 5l~m 

379 379 
53,418 54,134 

Age of pending cases (~onths) 
.£!ill: ~ ~rjury 
Under 6 months ••••• 1,650 37,431, 
6+ to 12 months •••• eg7 4,281 
12+ to 18 months ••• 2<b1 .545 
18+ to 24 months ••• 37 68 
OVer 24 months ••••• 42 52 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

44,3801 

Time intervaln (months/days) 

14,562 

4,469 
156,275 
37,132 

81,479 

293,917 

41,940 

38,833 

80,773 

376,866 

Disposed 

14,957 

4,398 
155,550 

36,059 

82,213 

293,177 

30,262 

32,455 

62,717 

358,214 

Civil dispositions 
Judgments by default •••••••••••••• ~ •• 
Settled, dismissed, or discontinued •• 
Before trial date •••••••••••••••••••• 
On trial date •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Placed on inactive list or transferred 

Criminal dispositions 

122,471 
27,523 
25,869 
60,184 
3,375 

Con,,"!ctions and guilty pleas in open court.... 3~0 
Violat:to~1:i Bureau •••••••••••••• ,.............. 17 
Dismissed aft~r conditional discharge or 
pretrial interv~ntion ••••••••••••••••••••••• 49 

Other dismissals and acquittals.............. 443 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••••••• 30 
Referred to county prosecutor •••••••••••••••• 1,072 

:!.!!!.X. ~;,n-jury All trial cases 
Mean Hedian Mean Hedian 

Traffic dispositions 
Convictions and guilty pleas in Civil: 

Complaint to answer ••••••••• 
Answer to pretrial •••••••••• 
Pretrial to trial ••••••••••• 
Complaint to trial •••••••••• 

Hean Median mr lI75 
No pretrial 
No pretrisl 

10/11 7/10 

213 0T27 2T4 -2-7 -
2/12 2/12 2/12 12 
0/12 0/12 0/12 12 
7/25 7/23 8/4 27 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

open court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••• 

i A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Data are not complete: 

Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or traffic cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes all complaints filed or transferred from other courts or counties and inactive complaints restored to calendar. 
Small claills include auto small claims cases and other small claims. 
Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors for indictment as well as minor criminal, 

disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation etc. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: ' 

Time interval data are for all civil cases in which trials commenced during October 1975, except small claims and tenancy. 

End 
pending 

4,305 

1,518 
30,954 

5,602 

..!.t.lli 
45,120 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

45,1201 

5,764 
55,092 

1,860 
1 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton. New Jersey: 1977) and Proceedings in the Hunicipal Courts 
September II 1975-August 31, 1976 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Statistics are from the annual reports e,..~cept that totals have b~en 
computed where necessary. 

286 

'1 

1 
j 

• 

NEW JERSEY JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

21 courts, 29 judges authorized 
September I, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

Domestic relations: 
Domestic relations and reciprocal support •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offenscs: 

Juvcnile in need of superVision (JINS) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

10,925f 

Totsl juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l1,602f 

Grand total 15,671 f 

Filed 

61,874 

61,874 

75,862 

~ 

84,484 

146,358 

Age of pending cases (months) 

Domestic relations Delinquency 
4,093 
5,630 
2,312 
1,787 

Under 1 month •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 to 3 months •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 3 months •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3+ to 6 months ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 6 months •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

2,061 
2,014 

429 
(k) 
(k) 525 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
f~eginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court 

This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their p~riodic physical inventories and the 
errors by the counties during the course of the year. 

kAdditional information: 

Disposed 

61,439 

61,439 

74,752 

~ 

83,276 

144,715 

Status offenses 
260 
348 
167 
121 

46 

year: 
discovery of other reporting 

The do.estic relations cases pending 3+ to 6 months and over 6 months are included in the over 3 months category. 

End 
pending 

4,504 

4,504 

12,035 

-1J2. 
12,810 

17,314 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trenton, New Jersey: 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1977). Statistics are from the annual report 

NEW JERSEY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

526 courts, 382 judges 
September I, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

8eginning 
pending 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..lY.L 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Parking cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

~Ioving traffic cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

N/A 

N/A 

..lY.L 
N/A 

Filed 

329,425j 

329,425j 

2,406,900 

1,007,724 

3,414,624 

Disposed 

294,746 

294,746 

1,828,413 

945,661 

2,774,074 

----------~----------,~,-------------
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Non-jury triald 

Criminal........... 5,385 
Criminal dispositions 

Convictons and guilty pleas in open cour.1;. 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••••••••••• t ••••• 

Dismissal after conditional discharge 
and pretrial int~rvention .!l" ••••••••••••••• 

Other dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••• 
Referred to other court ., ••• f ••••••••••• '" 

Referred to county prosecutor •••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCnse definition or unit of count: 

J()9,440 
19,J'-7 

9,535 
81,142 

4,265 
65,862 

3,068,820 

Traffic dispositions 

Coolltict.I:ons and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Vio:!,tIl.t:ians Bureau •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DismitL'sa.tr.I ~9d acquittals •••••••••••••••••• 
e~{l1tred to other court •••••••••••••••••••• 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of aQ'1 evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal case complaints include indlctable offenses referred to county prosecutors for f'.ldictment a8 well as minor criminal, 

disorderly peraons, ordinance, fish and game. navi~·ation, etc. 

End 
pending 

..lY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

..lY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

350,893 
2,312,272 

110,223 
686 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1975-76 (Trnnton, New Jersey: 1977) and Proceedings in the Nunicipal Courts, 
September 1, 1975-Au8ust 31, 1976 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1977). Statistics are frem the annual reports except that totals have been 

________ ~co~m~p~u~t~e~d~w~h~e~r~A~.~le~c~e~s~sa~r~x~· ______________________ ~--__ --__ --_____ .~. __________ ' ____________ --______________ --__ --__ --__ ~~ 

NEW JERSEY SURROGATES 
21 counties, 21 surrogates 

September 1, 1975 to August 31, 1976 

No data were supplied fer the surrogates because they handle only uncontested probate matters Bnd serve as 
the clerks of t)le probate divisions of County Courts. 

i~ _______ .;... _______________________ _ 
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New Mexico court system, 1976 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 
Most civil cases. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (70) 
70 judges 

Jurlsdlclion: 

-

• Civil actions under $2,000. 
• Misdemeanors and other criminal with 

fine less than $1,000, sentence less than 
1 year. Preliminary hearings. 

MUNiCIPAL COURT (83) 
83 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Munlclpai ordinance violations; may 
Impose fine less than $300 and/or 
sentence less than 90 days. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Appeals from criminal cases Imposing death penalty 

or life Imprisonment and civil cases where 
Jurisdiction not specifically vested In Court of 
Appeals. 

· Certiorari review of Court of Appeals decisions. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate jurisdiction over most criminal cases and 

specific types of civil appeals (not within Supreme 
Court jurisdiction). 

· Direct appeals from certain state agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive domestic relations 

Jurisdiction. Concurrent jurisdiction with Probate Court 
over wills, right of executorship, and administration. 

• Exclusive felony. General criminal jurisdiction. 
· Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

- -- -

-

288 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal administration. 
Concurrent jurisdiction with District 
Court over wills, right of executorship, 
and administrative. 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
OF ALBUQUERQUE 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions $2,000 and under Involving 

real estate. 
• County ordinance violations (criminal). 

-~-~---.-------------'---------------~--- -~--

1 
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NEW MEXICO SUPRElIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

S justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ~ •••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •.••••••••••.••.••.••••••••.•••.••••.•.••.••.•..• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••.•••• 
Handamus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• D •••••• ~ ••••••••••• 

Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Standards commission ....................................... . 
Superintending control ..•.•..•..•••••.•...•••.•......••••.. 
Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •.• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..•.•.•...•••••..•••.•••...•..•• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R.equests to appeal: 

Certiorari ••••....•••.•.•.•.••••.•.•••••.•••.•..•.••••.•••. 
Total other cases ...•••••..••••••.•..•...•••.••••..••.••.••..•• 

Total cases ••••...•••.••..•..••.•.••......•••••.•.•.• I •••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Rule 37 motionsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rule 34 motions •.•.••.•....••.•.••...•...••.•.•...•.••••••••. 

Total other proceedings .•••.....•.••.•..•.••• !' •••••••••••••••••• 

Hanner of disposition 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

168 

o 
o 

--0 

Filed 

206 
7 

-zIT 

94j 
21 
27 

1 
3 

11 
4 

161 

558 

415 
23 
~ 

Disposition of appealsm 

Disposed 

94 
20 
25 

1 
3 

12 
5 

160 

155 -m 

603 

415 
23 
~ 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••• Zl1 
Per curiam ....••.•.•......•.••.•. 

Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed .•.••••........•.•......•••.••........ 

Dismissal/withdrawal............. 53 Affirmed in part, reversed in part •.........•. 
Transfer......................... 7 Remanded ...................................... . 

[·Iodified opinion •..... " .....•..•.......•..••• 

Time interval (average days) 
Docketing to issue •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 144.7 
Issue to submission .••.••......•.•.•.......• 93.6 
Submission to opinion or decision .•. I....... 53.9 
Docketing to mandate •••••••••••••••••••••••• 249.0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP.} 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplnnation of data included in the category: 
Habeas corpus filed includes 6 oliginal habeas corpus cases and 88 cases from habeas corpus dockets. 
Rule 37 motions are prosecutors' motions for extension of time in District Court. 

tncategorles for dispOSition type or trial data: 
The dispOSition of appeals types are the results of opinions. 

122 
71 
12 
2 
1 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

-X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

123 

o 
o 

--0 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Hexico) Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe) New Hexico: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ................ •••• ••••••••• ••• ••••••• •••••••••••••• ••• X 
Criminal..................................................... X 
Agency appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~......... X 
Other ap'peals: Reinstated cases........................................... X 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;!49 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 

Total casesk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 249 

Other proceeding~; 
Rehearing requests.,. •• ,......................................... a 
Other matters: . 

Motions ••••• ,. •••••••••••••• ,.................................. a 
Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••• ,. ••••••••••••••• ,......... --0 

Filed 

174 
220 
48 

4 -m 

446 

79 

518 
597 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

X 
550 

550 

79 

518 
597 

Manner of dispOSition Time interval (average days) 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X ---us 

145 

o 
--0 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••• 141 
Memorandum •••••••••• ,............. 287 
Transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 
By order.,. ••••••••••••••••••••••• III 
Certification •••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Notice of appeal to Answer brief filed Decision to 

DispOSition of appeals 
Aff'trmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part •••••••••••• 

278 
108 

11 
31 

Criminal and children t s 
Torts •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administrative appeals ••••••••• 
Workmen's compensation •••••• ,. •• 
C!'iminal (Bernali.!.la County) •• , 
New appellate rules: 

Criminal and children t s •••••• 
Criminal (Bernalillo County) • 

Boldface headings indicate the clasoifications used by the NCSP. 

answer brief filed to decision mandate 
167.03 74.67 26.54 
158.65 114.66 31.84 
102.48 131. 50 29.68 
147.22 109.84 26.37 
153.59 58.97 26.86 

101.53 
104.94 

38.88 
41.17 

25.74 
26.55 

Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case typa are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

kAdditional information: 
Gases involving certiorari to the New Hexico Supreme Court were omitted from total cases filed to avoid double counting. There were 187 

of those cases dealt with in 1976 with 8 cases pending at the end of 1975. 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the. office of the 
state court administrator. 

Total civil 

Crimioald : 
Felony /misdelleanor: 

NEW MEXICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

13 districts, 32 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31 at 1976 

BeginnIng 
pending 

17,305 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total jll.v~nil.e 

Grand total 

Crim.nal 

Boldface headings indicdte the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

2,096 

2,848 

22,249 

Jury triald 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a pet~t:ion or complaint. 

352 

Filed 

33,990 

~ 

4,706 

5,259 

43,955 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 

Dif:posed End 
pending 

32,765 18,530 

~ 2d~ 

4,573 2,229 

4,828 3,279 

42,166 24,038 

Source: Judicial department of the State of New MeXico, Annual Report, 1976 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1977). Statistica are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office of the 
state court administrator. 
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Civild , 
Law: 

NEW IIElUCO MAGISTRATE COURTb 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

71 courts, 70 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginningk 

pending 

Civil •••••••••••• • •••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
NtA 

NtA Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• •••••••••••••••• 

Crimina1d , 
Misdemeanor: 

Non-traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

13,645 

13,645 

14,942 
Felony preliminary: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• •• • • 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

~ 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.. 23,687 

'traffic: 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••••••••••••••••••• NtA 62,231 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NtA 99,563 • 

Jury triald 

Civil.......................... 35 
Criminal and traffic ••••••••••• 116 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 151 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A'" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed
k 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

..JY..L 
NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

oending 

..JY..L 
NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

bparticular court or reporting system infol'mation: 
Data for this court are displayed in the annual report by workload activity. Through on-site visits and sampling techniques, weights for 

the workload involved with each case hav~ been established. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impanel~d. 

kAdditional information: 
Magistrate Courts report only cases filed. Pending and disposed records are not maintained. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. 

NEW MEXICO PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

32 courts, 32 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

83 courts, 83 judges 
JanURry I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 

SHALL CLAIMS COURT OF ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
.January!, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for 1976. 
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New York court system 1976 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases. 
. Direct appeal of questions involving provision of 

constitution and death sentence. 

Criminal , 
APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 
24 judges I·~"---Civil ___ '" 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 

Jurisdiction: 
9 supreme court judges serve(3 in each 
appellate term).** 

- Civil and criminal appellate jurisdiction. Jurisdiction: 

j 
- Civil appellate jurisdiction in two of the 
appellate terms 

- Criminal appellate jurisdiction in all 
districts. 

Civil, tonles, 
all 3rd and 4th Department Cases. + .l Non·felonies in 

• 2nd Department. 

SUPREME 
COURT (11) 
257 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

~C~O~U~N~Ty;-~~~---~::::::::~'1~2nd 
COURT (57) CITY COURT (79) Depart· 

ment. 

. Unlimited law and 
equity. Exclusive 
domestic relations. 

. Felonies and misde· 
meanors prosecuted 
by indictment (in city 
of New York). Criminal 
jurisdiction in other 
counties if needed. 

Jury trials. 

I 100 judges 141 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity I ~ . Civil actions under 

under $6,000 (may vary I~ _ $6,000, small claims. 
to $10,000). I ~ - Criminal with fine less 

. Original criminal than $1,000, sentence 
jurisdiction over all less than 12 months. 
offenses (except in city Felony preliminaries. 
of New York). 3rd Jury trials. 

Appeals on record. and 4th 
Jury trials. Departments. 

r-=-:-::~~'.L--...... ' ~""'-_....:I'~ __ FAMILY 

TOWN AND 
VILLAGE COURT 
(2,501) 

COURT (58) 
1 03 judges, 35 county 
judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Adoption. Child protection, 
family offenses, support, 
custody, patemity. 

• Juvenile delinquency, 
dependency and 
neglect. 

Jury trials not 
~g;.enerally available. 

SURROGATES' 
COURT (62) 
35 surrogates, 36 county 
judges setve 
Jurisdiciton: 
- Full and complete 
general jurisdiction in 
matters relating to 
decedents' estates. 
Exclusive probate juris­
diction. Adoptions, 
guardians hips. 

~"------.... 
COURT OF CLAIMS 
17 judges and 
34 judges for dangerous drug control 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over claims to 
which the state is a party. 

4 Indicates route of appeal. 

2,501 justices of peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil under 
$1,000 (generally small 
claims). 

- Original criminal with 
fine less than $1,000, 
sentence less than 12 
months (mostly traffic). 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

Included are the city courts, justice courts, police courts, and recorder's courts. 
**Fifty reti~ed jus!ices of the Supreme Court were certified to continue to serve. Of these, 12 were 

temporarily deSignated to the Appellate Term. 
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DISTRICT 
C-OURT (2) 
49Tuages 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties. 

- Civil actions under 
$6,000. 

- Criminal with fine less 
than $1,000 or sentence 
less than 12 months. 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

CIVIL COURT OF 
THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK 
120 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity 

under $10,000. 
Jury trials. 

CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY m= 
NEW YORK 
98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Criminal with fine 

less than $1,000 or 
sentence less than 12 
months. Felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

',. 

NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
January 1 .. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ..................................................... . 

Total appeals •••• ~ ••••.••.•• ~ .••••• ~ ~,., •••.• " ••••••• ,., •• ,., 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings •••••.••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Application for leave to appeal (criminal) ••••••••..••.•... 
Motionsj ••.•.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••.•.•••••. 

Total ••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••..••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••• 
Total other cases •••••••••••••.•. ..c- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

'fotal cases •.••••••••••.•••••.••.••••.••.•.•••.••.••••••••.••.• N/ A 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••• ~ .•••••••. 353 
Pet' curiam •• ~".'.""""" 34 
Memorandum •.•..•••.••.•••••. 205 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

x 474 
X (84)e 166 
595 (84)e 640 

N/A 1,029 
N/A 1,233 
N/A 2,262 
N/A 2,262 

595 i (84)e 2,902 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................... 414 
Reversed •.•••••••••••••.••• 165 
Mod ifica tion ............... 46 
Dismissal ••.••...••••.••... 14 
Other •...••••.••.•..••••... 1 

Blank space"" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category . 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Eighty-four applications for leave to appeal criminal convictions were granted by the court. 

iOata are not complete: . 
Total cases filed do not include requests to appeal. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Motions include motions to appeal in civil cases and an unknown number of procedural motions. 

(84)" 

(84)e 
(84)e 

(84)e 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF TIlE SUPREME COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 divisions, 24 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beginning 
pending 

Total appeals ................................................. N/ A 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary proceedings ..•...••••••.••.••••••.••..•.••..•. N/ A 
RequestB to appeal •••••••.••••.••••.•••••.••••••••.••••••••.. 

Total other cases •••.•••••.••..••••••.••••••••.••.•..••..••.••• 

Total cases •..••••.•••.••.••.••••.•••..•••••..•.•••••..••..••.•• N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Notions decided ..•.•••.••..••.••••••••.••.•••.••••.••••...•.• 

Total other proceedings ••••..••.••••••••••••••.••••••••..•..••.• 

Nanner of disposition 

Filed 

7,362j 

N/ A (j) 

/i7A(j) 

7,362 i 

Disposition of appeals 

Disposed 

7,458j 

102j 

-rozj 

7,560 

14,967 

14,967 

Full opinion.................. 421 Affirmed .................................... 4,730 
Per curiam •••••••.••••••••..•• 48 
~Iemorandum •••••••••••••••••••• 5,107 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space "" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court t but the data are unavailable. 
-- a Not applicable. 

iUata are not complete: 
Total cases filed do not include all original proceedings. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Reversal not including new trials •••••.•••••• 1,031 
Modifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 687 
Dismissals ••.••.•••...•••••..•..••••..•.•••.•. 431 
New trials ...••••...••••.••••..•.•.••••.•.•..• 188 

not be handled by the court • 

An unknown number of original proceedings are included in total filings and dispositions of appeals. 

Enll 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 19i7). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW YORK APPELLATE TERMS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
Intermediate ~ppellate court 

3 tcIllS, 9 supreme court jut!Q~s servce 
January 1, 1976 to Dec.:mber 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Total appeals ..•••..••..••••.••••••.•••..••..• I •••••••••••••• , 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings .•••..••••..•••... ~ ••...••...•••.••.••... 
RequestB to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••....••..••••..•••...•••.••••..••••••.••...• 

Total cases ...•.•••.•••••.••••••.•...••••...••...•...•••.•••••.. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

. Motions heard or submitted •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Total other proceedings •..•••...•....•••..••...•••.•••••.•••••.• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

2,115 

2,115 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 
Opinions filed .................. 16 Affirmed 

Disposed 

1,507 

1,507 

2,447 

2,447 

Per curiam .••••.•••••••••.••.•.• 600 
Memoranda written, not filed •••• 334 

Reversed ...••••..•....•••...••...••••..•••...• 
Dismissed/ discontinued/wi thdrawn/ remanded .•••• 
Modified •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

509 
294 
551 
142 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Note: Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and criminal appeals from the first and second departments. County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts for the third and fourth departments hear some equivalent criminal appeals; however, data regarding the volume of such 
cases are not available. For certain criminal cases New York has three intermediate appellate courts when County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts are counted. 

Boldface headtngs indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/ A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- .. Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 
During 1976, there were three appellate terms sitting with three judges in each term; hence the total of nine judges for 1976. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Reeort 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during veri.fication by the office of 
court administration. 

NEW YORK SUPREME CO'JRT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 districts, 257 judges; 57 counties, 100 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Auto tort 
Hon-auto tort: 

Medical malpractice ...••..•••...•..••..•••..•••...••..••...• 
Other tort •.•••.•••..•••..•••..•...•••...••.•.•..••••..•.•.• 

Total .•.••.•••..•••.•• 0 0 ••• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract •••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Condemnations •.•.••.•.•..•.•..••..•• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Do.estic relations: 
Ma t rimonial .•••..•••..••..•••..•••...••.••..•.••.• 0 ••••••••• 

Administrative: 
Tax certiorari .•••..••..•••..••...•..•• ~ ..•..•••..•••..•••.• 

Other civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Pelony/aisdemeanor: 

Indictments--New York City ...•..••••.••...••..••.••.•. 0 ••••• 

Indlctments--outside New York City ..•..•.••.•••.••...••.•.• D 

Total ..•....•...• 0" 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminalk 

Grand total ••...••..•••.•••..•••.••..• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

7,173f 

x 
_X __ 

66,709fi 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

66,709fi 
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22,574 

1,428 
12,562 
13,990 
10,350 

224 

57,991 

5,165 

~ 

!14,099 

16,499 
15,160 
31,659 

31,659 

145,758 

Disposed 

23,202 

1,065 
10,512 
11 ,577 

9,505 

336 

58,681 

3,991 

.2...ill. 
113,287 

19,812 
17,850 
37,662 

37,662 

150,949 

End 
pending 

x 

x 
X 
X 
X 

x 
_X __ 

66,809g 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

66,809gi 

(continued on next page) 
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Civil ...................... 2,067 
Criminal: 

New York City •••••••••••• X 
Outside New York City •••• X 

Total..................... X 
Total....................... X 

Criminal dispositions 

New York Supreme Court and County Court (continued) 

Triald 
Non-jury 

57,109 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Total 
59,176 

1,892 
1,198 
3,090 

62,266 

CIvil dispositions 

Time interval (average months) 

Pleas of guilty ............. . 
Trial conviction ••••••..••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••.••.••••..• 
Dismissal ••••••.•••.••...•••• 

26,006 
2,175 
1,041 
8,440 

Projected time from filine of note of issue to disposition~ 
Nonmatrimonial cases: 

Supreme Court •••...••...•••••.••••• 0............ 13 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court t but the data are unav8,tlable. 
X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 

This difference is because of adjustments made by the court. 
iOata are not complete: 

Grand total pending figure does not include criminal cases. 
jExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes new actions, restorations t and transfers into these courts from other courts, plus or minus transfers within the courts. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Civild : 
Unclass ified tort: 

CIVIL COURT OF THE CITY OF NEil YORKi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 120 judgeo 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Tort......................................................... X 
Contract: 

Comme rc ia1 ••.•..••..••...••...•••..••..•••...••..•..•••....•. X 
Property rights: 

Housing part actions •..•.•...•••.•••..•....••..••...••...••.. 180 
Housing part (summary proceeding) .•••..••••.. 0............... X 

Total......................................................... X 
Other civil: 

Filed Disposed 

46,546 47,301 

23,638 22,789 

1,575 1,444 
75,238 73,822 
76,813 75,266 

Nonhousing part actions ••..•••..••...••.. 0................... __ X_ ~ ~ 

Total civil 

Grand tota11 

Civil •••••• 
~ 

921 

Triald 
Non-Jury 

!1 ,313 
~ 

12,234 

Time interval (average months) 
Projected time from filing of note of issue to disposition" 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

20,353 

20,353 

151,488 149,865 

151,488 149,865 

Civil dispositions 
Settled, discontinued, dismissed 
Default judgment (inquest) •••••••••••• 
Dismissed during trial •...•...••.•.••. 
Consent judgment •••••.•••...• 0 •••••••• 

Narked off calendar •••..•••..•••.••••. 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
iData are not complete: 

Data do not include arbitration cases for which data are available only in Bronx County. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Time interval data are for only tort, commercial, and hOUSing part actions. 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

311 
X 
X 

__X_ 

22,589g 

22,589g 

102,603 
24,685 

417 
70 

8,100 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1977). Statistics are from the 
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Total crimi na1 

Grand total 

Triald 

Criminal ............. 864 

CRIMINAL COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 98 judges 
January 1, 1976 to Decel!1ber 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

9,421h 

226,160 

226,160 

Criminal dispositions 
Pleas of gui! ty •••••••••••••••••• 
Trial conviction .•..•..•..•...•.. 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Referrals to grand jury •.•••..•.. 
Dlsmis sals •.•..•••.•.••.•..• I •••• 

Boldface headings indicat(~ the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal Clise unLt of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
li trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending f:!.gures. 

Disposed 

220,734 

220,734 

99,727 
407 
615 

17,316 
91,650 

End 
pending 

14,847 

14,847 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

58 courts; 103 judges and 35 county judges serve 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Domestic relations: 

Adoptions .................................................... . 
Supreme Court referral •.•..•..•.••..•..•..•.•...•..••.•..••.• 
Cus tody of minors •.•.....•..•..•..••...••..•.••..•.•••.•..••. 
Foster care review •..••.•..••.•...•••.....•.••..•..•..•.••..• 
Foster care placement •.•..•..•..••••...•••.••..•.••.••.••.••. 
Physically handicapped ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family offense .••.•..••••..•.••.••.••.••..•.••.••.••.•..•.•.• 
Paternity ....••....•..•..•..••.•.••.••.••..•.••.•..•...••••.• 
Support ••.•..••..•.•..•..•..•.•••..•.•..•.••..•.••.•.....••.. 
Uniform support of dependents ..•.........•....•.••.••.....•.. 
Consent to marry ..•..•.•..••.••.•..•.••.••.••.••.••.••.•..••. 
Other .•.••..•.••.•..••.••••..•.....•.. : ..•.••.••.••.•...•.••. 
Supplementary •.•..•..•.••..•..•.•..••••..•.••..•....•..•••.•. 

Total ...••.• to •••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental hQi'llth: 
Mental defective ..•.•••••.•..•.••.••.•.•••.•.•••.•.••..•.•• c. 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .•.••.•••••.••.•..••.•..•..•...•.•.•.• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Dependency and neglec t: 
Permanent neglect ••. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Child protective--neglect ••..•.••..•..•.••.•..•.....•....... 
Cidld protective--abuse ..•. 00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total "' .•..•.. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status otfenses: 
Person it. need of 9upervision ••.•• ' ......... ~ •.••..•.•..••.••. 

Total juvenile 

Grand total .••.•..•.••.••. 0 ................... , •••••••••••••••••• 

,;~,- '"""""'"===-==-----------------

Beginning 
pending 

976 
109 

1,609 
2,078 
1,231 
1,015 
3,564 
5,694 
8,856 
4,094 

15 
242 

17,697 
47,180 

226 

--....2. 
47,406 

5,923 

527 
2,274 

824 
3,625 

-!..ill. 
11,396 

58,802 

296 

Filed 

4,097 
1,414 
8,483 
6,037 
6,782 
4,189 

23,548 
19,699 
45,713 
23,071 

393 
2,920 

96,129 
242,475 

924 

__ 1_7 

243,416 

27,324 

1,012 
7,019 
1,327 
9,358 

--.!b..!1Q. 

48,872 

292,288 

Disposed 
End 

pendingg 

4,067 1,028g 
1,524 400& 
7,753 1,523g 
7,237 710g 
7,342 621g 
4,716 254g 

25,711 2,255g 
23,213 4,540g 
55,749 7,2808 
24,197 2,973g 

413 9g 
10,507 58g 
88,633 11,241g 

261,062 32,892& 

815 389& 

__ 3_0 ___ Og 

261,907 33,281g 

32,632 6,616& 

1,050 497g 
11 ,271 2,418g 

681 477g 
13,002 3,3928 

15,540 ~& 

61,174 12,057g 

323,081 45,338g 

(continued on next page) 

" 

,,~,--------

New York Familx Court (continued) 

Time interval 

Juvenile child protective proceedings 
involving chi:ld abuse: 

0-7 8-14 

.'&!'. .'&!'. 
Filing of petition to initial 
fact-finding hearing: 

Boys .................................... 98 19 
Girls ................ ,. .................. 121 40 

In! tial fact-finding hearing to 
disposition hearing: 

Boys .................................... 101 4 
Girls ......... , .......................... 149 12 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

15-21 

.'&!'. 

9 
19 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

22-30 

.'&!'. 

16 
27 

2 
11 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

kAdditional information: 

31-90 

.'&!'. 

70 
117 

76 
117 

~daxs)k 

91-180 

.'&!'. 

66 
80 

83 
93 

There were cases involving 72 boys 8,nd 111 girls in which no initial fact-finding hearing was held. 

Over 
181-365 366-730 730 

~ .'&!'. ~ 

46 14 
61 12 

57 11 5 
74 23 2 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK SURROGATES' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

62 courts; 35 surrogates and 36 county judges serve 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Child: 
Doaestic relations: 

Adoptions •••••.•••••• J ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administrative •••••••••••••••••.••.••••..•••••••..••.••.••..• 
Accountings .••.•••.•••••••••••.••.••.••.••.••..•..•.••.••.••. 
Guardianship ••••.••.•••••••••.••.••.•..••.••••.••••••..•.••.• 
Other •.•••••.••.•••.••.••••••••.•••••.••.•• ~ •••••• ••.••.••.•• 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total civil 

Grand total ••••.••.•••••••••••••••.••.••.•••••.•.•••.••.••.•.•••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
fIlA 
N/A 
N/A 

..E.!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A· This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 

Filed 

N/A 

41,958 
N/A 

11 ,393 
N/A 
N/A 

53,351 

53,351i 

53,351i 

Disposed 

3,658 

40,883 
21,578 

7,944 
5,824 
3,852 

80,081 

83,739 

83,739 

Total civil filed and grand total filed include only wills and accountings. Dispositions contain data for all categories. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

..E.!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: The Administrative Board of the JUdicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Civild : 

NEW YORK COURT OF CLAIMS 
Court of limited jUFisdiction 

1 court, 17c judges 
January I, 1976 to Decewber 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Administrative •••.....•..••••.•.....•..•••••••••••••••.•.•••••. 3,590 

3,590 Total civil •.........•••..•...•.............•...•.•••••••..••..• 

Grand total ••.••••••••.•••••••.••.•••.•.••••••••••••••..••••••••• 3,590 

Civil dispositions 
Awards ............... 249 
Dismissed •••••••••••• 623 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

1,014 

Disposed 

~ 

872 

872 

End 
pending 

~ 

3,732 

3,732 

CJudge information: 
In addition to the 17 Court of Claim.s judges, 34 judges were appointed pursuant to Chapter 603, Laws of 1973, Emergency Dangerous Drug 

Contrcjl Program. 
dCase defin:Ltion or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the .Judicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK DISTRICT COURT AND CITY COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

.2 counties: 2 courts, 49 judges; 61 cities: 79 courts, 141 judges 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
Law: 

Ci"il 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civili..................................................... N/A 

Misdemeanor 
Ordinance violations .••...•.•••...•••••..•••••..••••.....•••... 
Felony preliminary .••..•••••..••••...•.•••..•••....••••••...••• 
Ot.her criminal: 

Quasi-criminal offenses ••..••••••....••...•••...•••.•••..•••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

All motor vehicle offenses 

Total traffic 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Grand totai ............................. ~.......................... N/ A 

Triald 
Criminal:--

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance Felony 

Misdemeanor 
19,426 
27,501 

viola tions preliminary 
14,489 Kisdemeanor •• ••...• 1,016 

Ordinance violations 433 
Total............... 1,449 

Traffic •••••••••••••• 13,120 
Total ••••••••••••••••• 14,569 

Plea 
Dismissed 
Waiver 
Hearing 

5,814 7,080 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- ... Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 

3,331 
3,329 

Filed 

122,897 

122,897 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

122,897i 

~ 
33,915 
40,395 
3,331 
3,329 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to decision or verdict. 

iData are not complete: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

125,243 ~ 

125,243 N/A 

47,943 N/A 
20,736 N/A 
13,740 N/A 

~ ~ 

110,454 N/A 

927,376 ~ 

927,376 N/A 

1,163,073 N/A 

Traffic disEositions 
Plea •••••••••••••••••• 748,017 
Dismissed ••..••••.•••• 166,239 

Reports were not received from Glen Falls and Saratoga Springs. Incomplete data were received from Olean City Court in the Eighth District, 
and from Oneida Justice Court in the Sixth District. 

Total civil figures do not include cascs disposed by arbitration in Binghamton (Broome County), Schenectady (Schenectady County), and 
Rochester (Monroe County). 

Grand to'~al filed figures include only civil cases. Disposed figures include civil, criminal, and traffic cases. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the JUdicial Conference, 22nd Annual Report 1977 (New York, New York: 1977). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW YORK TOWN A.'lD VILI.AGE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2,501 courts, 2,501 justices of the peace 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Private litigants and penalty actions •.••••.••••...•••.••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Penal law and indictable offenses •.••..••••••••...•••..•••.. 
Dtber criminal: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Vehicle and traffic •••••..•...•••...••..•••..••....•.•.•••.. 
Town and village ordinances and vehicle and traffic law 
Title VIl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••..••.••••.••••.•••.•.•••..•••.••••.••••..•••..•••..••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total .•••...•••.•••.•••...•• : ............................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
p~nding 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

..lY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/ A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dense definition or unit of count; 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the note of issue. 

Filed 

...!Y.L 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 23rd Annual Report 1978 (New York, New York: 
annual report except that ~otals have been computed where necessary. 
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Disposed 

54,516 

54,516 

93,415 
~ 

107,846 

706,565 

952,745 
1,659,310 

1,659,310 

1,821,672 

End 
pending 

...!Y.L 
N/A 

N/A 
...!Y.L 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

..lY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

1978). Statistics are from the 



r Death 0 
life impr isonment. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

North Carolina court system, 1976 

--

.. .. ~ ... 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals on death or life 
imprisonment sentence. 

- Constitutional questions, dissent In 
Court of Appeals, and Utilities 
Commission generaJ rate-making 
case appeals are heard as of right 
from Court of Appeals. 

- Other appeals of major interest are 
discretionary. -

j ~ 

... 
COURT OF APPEALS 
9 Judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, the Utilities 
Commission, Industrial Commission, 
and Commissioner of InslJrance. 

SUPERIOR COURT (30) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $5,000. 
- Felonies, misdemeanor appeals. 
Appeals .are trial de novo. 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commission, Industrial 
Commission, lind Commissioner of 
Insurance. 

Jury trials. 

t 
Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (30) 
117 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $5,000 or less, 
domestic relations, divorces. 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
- Juvenile. 
Jury trials in civil. 
No jury trials in criminal. 
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Cases: 

NORTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 jw.Uces 
February 4, 1976 to February 2, 1977 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeals. 
Total appeals ••••••.••• , •••••••••••••••• ,.................... ~j 

Other cases: 
Original, ~roceedingB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ilequeats to appeal ••••. I ••••••••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Petition for discretionary review II II ••• _,_ II •• '" II. II II II NJA 
Total other cases .••••••••••.••••••••••••••.••..••••••••.••••• NTA 

Total cases .••...••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••..••.•••••••••••• 41 i j 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Other matters: 
Motionsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••.••.•••••.••• 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••• _ ........... 142 
Dismissed or withdrawn 16 

Boldface headings indicate the classificstions used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

381 
38T 

546 

__ 2 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable • 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases pending does not include requests to appeal. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 

J5ij 

334 
--wi 

492 

-ill. 
359 

End 
pending 

---r.ijj 

N/A 
NTA 

48 i j 

Total appeals and total cases pending figures are the number of adVisory cases docketed in the spring term plus the number of cases carried 
forward to the spring term. 

Total appeals filed is the number of cases docketed minus the advisory cases docketed and cases carried forward to the spring term of 1976. 
Motions consist of petitions acted on, other than petitions for certiorari to review a decision of the Court of Appeals, plus other motions 

acted on. 

Source: Clerk of the Supreme Court, Supreme Court Caseload Statistics, Spring Term 1976; Fall Term 1976 (Raleigh, North Carolina). Statistics 
are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

9 judges 
Janusry I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

C.,lses: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• 
'Criminal ................................................... •• • 
Unspecified •••••••••••.••..••.•••••••.•.••••••.•..•.••••••••• 

Total appeals ••..•.•••..••.••.••••.•..•...••••••...•.••••••••• 

Other cascs: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ........................................... . 

Total other cases ...•.•••.•.••..•••••..•..••••.•••••••••.••••• 

Total cases •.••.....••••..••...•.••••••.•....•••.••••.•.••••.••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions and petitions 

Total other proceedings .•.••.•••..•••.••......•••••..•••••••.•••• 

Beglnt~ing 

pending 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 

NTA 

NfA 

__ 0 

o 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 

1,027 

1,027 

1,081 

1,081 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••• 944m 
Disposed without written opinion 

and cases consolidated with another 
case on one written opinion.......... 55 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space III Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court ~ 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 

457j 
487 

55 -m 

999 

1,081 

1,081 

End 
pending 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 

NTA 

NfA 

__ 0 

o 

Civil appeals disposed figure includes appeals from the Insurance Commission, the Industrial Commission, and the Utilities Commission, BS 

well as civil appeals. 
mCategorles for disposition type or trial data: 

Of 944 written opinions filed, 487 were in crimtnal cases and 457 were in civil cases. One opinion may dispose of more than one case. 

Soul;.'ce: Administrative Office of the Courts, North Carolina Courts, 1976 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the 
clerk of the Court of Appeals. 

302 

" 

• 

NORTH CAROLINA SUPBRIOR COURTIt 
Court of general jurisdiction 

30 districts, 56 judges 
Janusry I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild: 
l.aw: 

Civil 

Total civilk .••••.• 0 •••••• 0 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0.0 •••••••••••••••• 

Felony: .0 •••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Misdemeanor trial de novo ..................... ,:):.". io' •••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand to talk 

Tria1d 

:!!!El Non-jury Total 
Civil •••••• 602 3,842 4,444 
Criminal ••• 3,899 NfA NfA 

Total '" ••••• 4,501 NfA NfA 

!'!!le 
Civil Felony 

Under 30 days 756 1,697 
30 to 60 days (n) 1,650 
61 to 90 days (!O) 1,312 
30 to 90 days 1,707 2,962 
91 to 180 days 1,985 2,075 
181 days to I year 3,332 1,921 
1+ to 2 years 3,831 1,359 
Over 2 years 3,042 587 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications' used by the NCSP. 

of 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

__ X_ 

15,282f 

28,551f 

~endins cases 
Misdemea nor 

1,263 
1,490 
1,193 
2,683 
1,490 
1,403 

681 
310 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Pleas 

Estatesk 

1,754 
(n) 
(n) 

3,603 
4,779 
7,618 
6,304 

19,572 

Filed 

10,774 

10,774 

29,010 

23,537 

52,547 

63,321 

Disposed 

~ 

9,391 

X 

__X_ 

49,398 

58,789 

Criminal dispositions 
....................... 24,420 

SpecIal proceedinssk 
1,165 

(n) 
(n) 

2,034 
2,208 
2,851 
3,209 
8,866 

X - The data for this case type are ,known to be Included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

14,652 

14,652 

X 

__X_ 

18,431 

33,083 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases nre counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as cases. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence OCCU:(S. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
kAdditional information: 

Total civil and grand total figures do not include estates and speCial proceedings, which are handled by the clerk of the Superior Court. 
There were 27,582 estates filed, 26,425 disposed, and 43,630 end pending; and 28 , 254 special proceedings filed. 29,468 disposed, and 
20,333 end pending. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Civil, estates, and spticiel proceedings data for 30-60 days and 61-90 days are included in the total figure listed as 30-90 days. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, North Carolina Courts, 1976 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1977). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary) and revisions have been mad~ during verification by the 
administrative office of the courts. 
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NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

30 districts, 117 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
La:w: 

Other civil ................................................. . 
Smail claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••...•••••..••• 
DOIle&tic relations •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminald : 
Other crimilllil 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Juveniled: 
Delinquency: 

Capital ..................................................... . 
Other felony •.....•••••.••.••••••.•••••••••••• oj .............. . 

Misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~.J ..... L". 

Pro.bation violation ....••••....•••.•••.•••••• . ~~ ••••...•••.•.. 
Total •.•.••••.•••••••.••••••••.•••••••..••.... '~ ••...•••••..••• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Dependent . ~ ••••..•.• , ........................................ . 
Neglected , .•.••••••.•.••••..•••••••.•••••••.••.••..•••••...•• 

Total •. ~ ..•••. , .•.•••....• ~ •••.•.•••••...•••.• , .••••...••••.•• 
Statu~ offenses; 

Tr.uancy .•. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other undisciplined ••••.•..•••••.•••••....•••••.••••••..••••. 
Total •••...•.•••.•••••..••••••.•.•••.... " •••...•••••.•.•••...• 

Total juvenile 

Grand total 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

52,049 

__ X_ 

X 

--X-

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

....lY..L 
N/A 

157,368i 

Filed 

44,015 
144,846 

~ 

224,810 

366,335 

366,335 

678,855 

25 
3,669 
7,052 
2,495 

13,241 

2,333 
2,358 
4,691 

1,463 
3,362 

~ 

22,757 

1,292,757 

Disposed 

X 
X 

__ X __ 

212,208 

__ X __ 

X 

--X--

X 
X 
X 
X 

12,954 

2,641 
2,660 
5,301 

X 
X 

~ 

22,906 

1,272,515 

::!!!.~ 
609 

NH 
609 

Triald 
Non-jury--By magistrate ~ Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Civil ................ . 44,389 135,918 
Criainal and traffic •• 92,236 NH 

Total ..• , •••.•.•••••••• 136,625 135,918 

Under 30 days ................ . 
30 to 60 days ................ . 
61 to 90 days ................ . 
91 to 180 days ......... , ..... . 
181 days to 1 year ........... . 
1+ .. ~. 2 v:'.!nrs ••••••••••••••••• 
e ':,.,,4 i. years ••...••••..•••• ~ .• 

Civil 
pending 
b~fore 

magistrate 

5,630 
1,591 

996 
1,297 
1,342 
2,149 
1,051 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

180,916 
92,236 

273,152 

Civil 
appealed 

from 
magistrat,,, 

90 
129 
115 
248 
387 
337 

81 

N/A - This ce.se type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH - This classification is not handled "'y this court. 

Plea ••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••••••• 
Waiver (traffic only) ................ 
Preliminary hearing .................. 

Age of pending cases 

Child Domestic Other Motor 
support relations civil vehicle 

277 1,703 2,408 33,472 
177 1,787 2,740 13,396 
149 1,075 1,706 6,245 
259 2,063 3,810 6,494 
335 2,937 6,284 4,249 

1 3,067 6,658 4,253 
0 4,034 7,854 5,328 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A ,civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint, 

End 
pending 

31,4791 
15,3411 
17,8311 

64,65]. 

~.!.Q.l 

40,410 

n~ 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

177,759i 

269,642 
444,513 

26,348 

Other 
criminal 

14,724 
7,432 
4,255 
4,239 
3,371 
2,726 
4,112 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as cases. 
A juvenile filing i& an allegation contained in a juvenile petition. Juvenile dispositions are the number of adjudicatory hearings on 

juvenile petitiotltS. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures do not include juvenile cases. Grand total filed and disposed include all categories. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
End pending figures for case categories were obtained from the 1977 annual report. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, North Carolina Courts t 1976 and North Carolina Courts, 1977 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1977, 
1978.). Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have 
been made during verification by the administrative office of the courts. 
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North Dakota court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters from District and County Courts with 
Increased Jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (6) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All civil actions. 
- Felony, misdemeanor. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED 
JURiSDICTION (15) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1,000. Small claims under 
$1,000. Criminal jurisdiction 
in probate, testamentary and 
guardianship matters. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury tr:als. 

j 

MUNICIPAL COURT (180) 
158 judges 

COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT (38) 

COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 
(38) 
38 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

38 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Probate, guardianship, and other 

testamentary matters. 
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Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $200 except 
boundary or title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Jury trials. 



NORTH DAKOTA SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of laBt resort 

S justicea 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appea1a, 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition •••••• II II II •••• I •••• " 

Disciplinary .............................................. . 
Certified questions ••••••••...•••.•••.•.•.••••••••.•.•.•••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ..•..••••••.•..•.••••.•...••.•••.•••••.••••..•.•• 
Total other cases •.•.••.•••••••••...••••••..•••••••••••••••••. 

Total cases •••....••••••••....•.•••..•.•••••••... t •••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests 

Total other proceedings ••••••...•••••...•••••••....•••••••..•••. 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••••••.•••• 122 
Per curiam •••••...•••••..••• 0 
By order.................... 26 

Beginning 
pending 

2f 
0 

--2£ 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
--0 

2f 

__ 3f 

3f 

Age of pending cases 

Under 6 months ••..•..••••• 
6+ to 12 months .......... . 
12+ to 18 months .•••••••.. 
Over 18 months ••.•••••••.. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Disposed 

97 91 
35 35 

---m- 1"26 

9 9 
3 3 
3 3 

15 15 

3 3 
--rs --rs 

150 144 

--.2.!. --.JJ.. 
31 27 

Dtsposition of appeals 
Affirmed .................... 60 
Reversed •••••••.•.•••••••••• 27 
Modified .................... 1 
Dismissed ................... 22 
Affirmed in part, reversed 
in part, modified in part 

Civil 
8 

Criminal 
o 

o o 
o o 
o o 

End 
pending 

8 
0 

--8 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
--0 

dCase definition or unit of count: until the case has been argued before the court; therefore, figures A filing in North Dakota is not reported (for statistical purposes) 
reported are lower than actual court workload. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual RepOrt, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the administrative office 
'If the courts. 
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NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

6 diatricts, 19 judgea 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Child, 
Law, 

Beginning 
pending 

Actions on debt ••••.••••••.••••••.••••••••..• ~............... X 
Unclassified tort: 

Damages •.••••••••••.••••••••.•••••••..•.•••.••.••.••..••..••. X 
Property righta, 

Real estate matter- ••••..•••••.•••.••.••..••.••.•••.••.•••..•. 
Domestic relations: 

X 

Divorce...................................................... X 
ReCiprocal support ••.•.••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••..•. X 
Adoption ..................................................... X 

Total.. .••.•••. •••••••••.••. •••.• •••. .•••••••.•. .••..•.••••••• X 
Probate: 

Trusts....................................................... X 
Administrative: 

Appeal administrative hearing ••.•••.•••.•••••.•••.••..••..•.. X 
Other civil ....................... ............................. X 
Appeala, 

Appeal other •••.••.••..••..•.••...•.•••.••.•••.••..••..••..•• X 
Extraordinary writs: 

Special remedy ••.•••.••.•••.•..•••••..••..•..••.•••..••..•..• _X_ 

Total civil ••• ~ •••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald : 
Felony, 

Felony A ................................................... .. 
Felony B ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony C ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.••..•..••..••.•••..••.••..••.•••••.•••..•.••...•.••.. ,. 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanor A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor I:S •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.•••••••. ~ ••••...•..••.•••.••.•....•.••..••.•.•.•..•• ..• 
Other criminal •.••.•••.••.•••. : •.•••.•..••.••..••.••••••..•.••• 
Appeala ....................................................... . 
Extraordinary wri.ts: 

Special remedy ............................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic' 

Other traffic violations: 
Infractions •.•••.•..•••.••..•.••..••..•..•..••.•••••..••.•.•• 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juveniled ; 

Delinquency •.••••••.•••.••.•••.••.•••.•.•••.••.....••.••.•••.•• 
Dependency and neglect: 

Depr; ved child .............................. '. p < .......... .. 

Ter:ai·!1ation of parental rights •..••.••.••. ~ .¥ .............. . 
Total •••••.••.••..••.•••.•...•.•••.•..••..••.•••.•.•••.••..••. 

Status offenses: 
Unruly .•••.••••••.•.•••.••..... e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Other juvenile •..•.•.•.•..••.•...•..••..•.•••.•••••..•..••.•• 
SpeCial proceedings .•.••.••..•..••.••..••.••..•..••.••.••..•• 

Total ••••...•.•••.••.•••.••.••..••..••••..•.•••..•.••..••..•.• 

Total juvenile ••••.••.••..••.•••.•...•.•...••.••..••.••.•..••..• 

Grand total ...................................................... 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

_X_ 

X 

_X_ 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

_X_ 

X 

~d I.ge of pending cases 

Filed 

2,092 

846 

496 

2,395 
736 
487 

3,618 

13 

75 
331 

65 

--2!!. 
7,630 

30 
167 
655 
852 

40 
10 
50 
33 
97 

19 

1,051 

499 

136 
153 
289 

173 

22 
18 
40 

1,001 

9,685 

.:!!!!l Non-jury Tot.l 
Criminal and traffic .. 42 297 339 Civil over 18 months •....• e.......... 160 

Criminal and traffic over 120 days ••• 75 
Juvenile over 120 days ...•.•••..••.•. a 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,887 X 

844 X 

450 X 

2,247 X 
432 X 
459 X 

3,138 X 

13 X 

53 X 
287 X 

46 X 

~ _X_ 

6,784 3,752g 

33 X 
133 X 
615 X 
781 X 

60 X 
9 X 

69 X 
52 X 
73 X 

-.!i _X_ 

989 X 

__ 5 _X _ 

X 

460 X 

110 X 
156 X 
266 X 

163 X 

17 X 
16 X 

--.E. _X_ 

922 1861 

8,700 4,272g1 

Criminal and traffic dis post tions 
Guilty plea ~ .......................... 424 
Trial conviction ..•..••.•...•.••..••.• 326 
Acquittal ............................. 13 
Dismissal ............................. 223 
Uniform Postconviction Procedures Act. 2 
Change of venue .....•..••.•.•.•...•... 6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X III The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dease definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number aSSigned to the information or indictment. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of proceedings. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted when contested. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equa.l the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
ISpecial source or revision in data: 

Total juvenile end pending figure was obtained by telephone from the office of the state court administrator. 
Grand total pending figures were obtained from the judicial master program. 

Source: 
North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Re~ort ~ Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota); and North Dakota Supreme Court, The North 
Dakota Judicial Master Pro ram for the F 19 1-IYJ9 Biennium (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual repo~ster 
program except that totals ave been compute were necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED JURISDICTIONi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

15 counties. 15 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild: 
Law: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• N/A 
Soaan clai.... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Probate: 

Probate .......................................................... N/ A 
Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Total......................................................... N/A 
Mental health: 

Mental health hearings held .................................. N/ A 

Total civil ................................................... •• 

Misdemeanor .......................................................................... . 
Felony preliminary ............................................ . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Noncriminal traffic ............................................................. . 

Total traffic 

Grand .total ................................................. I ................. . 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Traffic dispositions 
Convictions ........................ 30,031 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••• 776 
Dismissal.................. 19 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

2,736i 
1.190 

1.530i 
147 i 

1.677i 

N/Ai 

5,603i 

9.939i 
----2.§li 

10.900i 

.....B!..!!... 
N/A 

16.503i 

The criminal case unit of count is the case number aSSigned to the information, indictment J or complaint. 
iOata are not complete: 

Disposed 

2.647i 
1,080 

939i 
144i 

1.083 

.........1.£i 

5.557i 

8,616i 
~i 

9,437i 

30,826 

30.826 

45,820i 

Filed and disposed figures for felony preliminary, misdemean:lr, and civil cases in Stark County and for probate, 
guardianship/conservatorship, and mental health cases in Morton County are for a 6-month period only. 

Total civil filed does not include mental health hearings. 
Grand total filed does not include mental health hearings or traffic cases. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

NORTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

180 courts, 158 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Criminal traffic •...•••••.....•••••..••••••....•••••.•••••••• 
Noncriminal traffic ...••••••.•..•••••.••.•••••...•••••....... 

N/A 
N/A 

Total •••••••••••••...•••••....••••.•...••••.•.•.• 0 •••••••••••• ~ 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total ••••...••••••....•••••• 0 .•.• t •••••••• 0 •••• 0.0.0....... N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSPo 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

3,067 
39,122 
42,189 

42,189 

42,189 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have. been computed where necessary. 

-----------------------~ .. =~~~~---.- ~" 
; , 

NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 counties, 38 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Probate: 
Probate .......• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Guardianship/ conservatorship ••••... 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••• 

Total 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Hental health hearings •.••..••••••.•...••••••....••••.....••• 

Total civil •.•••••• 0 .....•.•...•...••.. 0 ..•..•• 0 ...•••.•....•.•• 

Grand total ..•••••....•.•• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A "" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unava.ilable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 

Filed 

1.232 
110 

1,342 

1,342i 

Disposed 

968 
115 

1.083 

---..!.Z.2. 
1,262 

1.262 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Total civil and grand total filed figures do not include mental health hearings. Mental health hearings are included in the disposed 
figures . . 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY JUSTICE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 counties, 38 judges 
.January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Misdemeanor ..••.....•.•••••...•.•..•• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Felony preliminary •••.......•.....••..•..•••.•......•.....••• 0 • 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Noncriminal traffic .•....•.. o •••••••••••••••••••••• o •.....• o. 

Total traffic ......•.....•••.•......••...•••....••••...•••••.... 

Grand t.otal •.. o •• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

.....B!..!!... 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Traffic dispositions 
Convictions •..••.....•. 15,147 
Acquittals ............. 429 
Dismissals .0........... 29 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

163 
--..12Q 

433 

4,498 

~ 

4.787 

~ 

N/A 

5,220i 

The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint. 
iData are not complete: 

Disposed 

167 
----1i§. 

415 

4,028 

----BJ! 
4,256 

15,605 

15,605 

20,276i 

Filed and disposed figure for Bottineau, Golden Valley, HcKenzie, and Renville Counties represent only 6 months of data. 
Grand total filing figure does not incl~de traffic cases. Traffic cases are included in the disposed figure. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

.....B!..!!... 
N/A 

N/A 

.....B!..!!... 
N/A 

.....B!..!!... 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, Calendar Year 1976 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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COURT OF CLAIMS (1) 
Judge SitS on temporary assignment. 
Jurisdiction: 

Ohio court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all 
lower courts. 

- Constitutional questions and questions of 
great general or public interest. 

- Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals and 
Publ!c Utilities Commission. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate review of judgment 
of lower courts. 

- Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals. 

+ 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (88) 
296 judges 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in civil actions against the 
state and over claims removed from other courts to 
Court of Claims. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. Exclusive domestic 
relations and probate jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive felony and most serious 
Jury trial except in claim against state. criminal jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals from most administrative 

MUNICIPAL COURT (110) 
181 judges 
Jurisdictio!l: 
- Civil actions under $10,000; exclusive 
forcible entry and detainer, and small 
claims. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal ordinance 
felony preliminaries. ' 

agencies. 
Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
63 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500; exclusive forcible 
entry and detainer; and small claims. 

- Misdemeanor, traffic, felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

Jury trials. 
~-----------------------~ 

Indicates route of appeal. 

MAYORS' COURT (690) 
690 judges (mayors) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor criminal cases, mainly traffic 
violations. 

No jury trials. 
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OHIO SUPREKE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
..January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••. , ••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••••. to ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ,' ••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Originsl proceedings 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other original ae tiona ••••••••.•..•••••.• ~ •.••••••••..••.• ,. 
Disciplinary •••••••••..••••••••••••••.•..••••• 0 • 0 0 •••••• 0 0 • 

Total 000 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 00 •• 0 ••• o. 0 •• 000.00 •••••••••••••••• 0 

Requests to appeal: 
Motion for leave to appeal •••••••••••...••••••••••••••.••.• 
Motion to certify •.•..••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•.•.••••• 

Total •••••••.••..•••••••••••..•.••••••••••••••.•.•••••••.••• 
Total other cases •••••••.•••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ...••••••.••••••..•....••••••••.•.• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
'"NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

'"NTA 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

143 (75)" 
143 (75)e 

263 N/A 
263 '"NTA 

14 II N/A 
109 93 N/A 

20 26 N/A 
143 130 N/A 

465 431 N/A 
653 625 N/A 

l,llS 
1,261 

981k (75)e N/A 
I,lll (75)e '"NTA 

1,404 (75)e 1,374 (75)" N/A 

Motions to certify and motions for leave to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing 
is not counted for the resulting appeal... These granted motions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

kAdditional information: 
Total disposed figure for requests to appeal is not the sum of the category values since the 75 granted motions are within the 2 

categories. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Cllurts Summary 1976 (Columbus ~ Ohio). Statistics are frOID the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

OHIO COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

11 'districts. 38 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,354 
1,059 
2,413f 

Criminal •...•.••••••• ' .••..•••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •.••.•••• 0.' 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Miscellaneousj 0 ••••••• 0" o. 0.0 •••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••• 77 
----n Total other cases 

Total cases 2,490 

Hanner of dispOSition 
Full opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 2,319 
Per curiam • 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 1,735 
Dismissal .•...••.• 0 00 ••••••• 0" 2,261 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

3,858 
2,732 
6,590 

614 
fiT4 

7,204 

f8eginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 

3, 110 
2,464 
5,574 

741 
""7iiT 

6,315 

Miscellaneous cases include habeas corpus J original actions t administrative appeals, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

End 
pending 

2,4818 
1,8478 
4,32Sg 

263g 
"""'263g 

4,5918 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summar)~ (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. -
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OHIO COURT OF COIIIION PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

88 counties, 296 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Ci\"ild : 
Unclassified tort: 

Personal injury •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wrongful death .............................................. . 

Total •••••••••••• II ••• II 11 •••••• 1 ••••••••••• II •• II. II •• II ••• II 

Dotlcst.ic relations: 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Birth records • ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Name change •••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Probate: 

Decedents I estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship and testamentary trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate civil actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• 

Minor's settlement I ••••• I ••••••••••• I ••••••• I.' I •••••• I •••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Mental illness and retardation •• I " I ••• I I. I I ••••••• I ••••••••• 

Administrative: 
Workmen's compensation ••••••••• I I ••• I. I I •• I •••••• I ••••••• "" I 

Appropriations ••••••••••• I •• I •••• I •• I •••• I. I •• I I ••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Other civil: 

All other .................................................. .. 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ••••••• I ••••••••••• I •••••• I ••••• I I •••••• I ••••••••• 

Grand total 

~ 
Civilm ........................ 1,630 
Criminal.". ................... 2,049 
Juvenile ...................... NH 

Total .......................... 3,679 

Triald 
Non-jury 

lJ,412 
2,350 

14,534 
28,296 

Total 
13,042 

4,399 
14,534 
31,975 

22,924f 
N/A 

22,924£1 

29,994f 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

29,994£1 

55,307f 
22,256f 

3,740f 
N/A 

81,303fi 

N/A 

1,099f 
748f 

1,847f 

...1!.l.2.!.§f 

167,984£1 

~f 

6,487 f 

19,226f 

193,697£1 

Filed Disposed 

18,678 18,934 
746 627 

19,424 19,561 

82,398 86,821 
7,586 7,214 
4,538 4,528 
2,897 2,878 

97,419 101,441 

62,378 68,916 
7,890 6,968 
5,900 6,097 
1,757 1,697 

77 ,925 83,678 

6,340 7,232 

1,069 873 
804 980 

1,873 1,853 

41,588 42,506 

244,569 256,271 

30,527 30,312 

30,527 30,312 

189,342 190,321 

464,438 476,904 

Civil dispOSitions 
Default •••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• I 

Dismissed with prejudice •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed without prejudice ••••••••••• 
Transfers ••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• 

Dismissed (domestic relations) ••••• "" 
Uncontested (domestic relations) •••• II 
Contested (domestic relations) •••••••• 

Age of pending cases 

End 
pending 

22,668 
N/A 

22,668i 

25,571 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

25,571 i 

45,1718 
21,7878 
3,318g 

N/A 
70,276gi 

N/A 

1,295 
572 

1,867 

30,998 

151,380i 

~ 

6,702 

18,247 

176,329i 

11,480 
17,856 

9,629 
3,345 

23,064 
53,365 
10,392 

Criminal dispositions OVer 6 months Over 12 months 

N/A 
Over 24 months 

Guilty plea ............................ .. 
Dismissed with prejudice ••••• I ••• I ••••••• 

Nolle pro sse •••• "" I ••••••••••••••• I.' I •• 

Transfer I ••••••••••• I ••••• I •• I ••••••• I ••• 

Dismissed without prejudice •••••••••••••• 

16,5,,0 
348 

3,783 
1,201 
3,783 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Personal injury ••••••••••••• 
Workmen t s compensation ••• I •• 

Appropriations I ••••••••• "' "' 

Other civil ............... .. 
Criminal 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH - This classification is not handled by this court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

N/A 
N/A 
245 
N/A 
159 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

429 
N/A 

10,306 
N/A 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
fBeginning pending figures for the 1976 court year do not equal the end pending figures for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
iData are not complete: 

Pending data were not reportEld for all civil categories. Only those reported are included in the total. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trials include only trials for J?ersonal injury, administrative, and other civil cases. 

2,625 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Source: Office of the kiministrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

S9 courts, 63 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Child: 
Unclassified tort: 

Personal injury and property damage •••• I •••••• I •••••• I ••••••• 
Contract "" I ••••• I I •••• "' I •••• I •••••• I •••• I ••••••••••••••••••• I 

Small claims I I ••••• I •• I • I I • I •••• I ••• I I I ••••••• I I ••••••••••••••• 

Property rights: 
Forcible entry and detainer •• I ••••••••••••• I •••• I •••••••• I •• I 

Other civil •••• I •••• I •••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ............................. • ••• • ••• ••• .. •• .. • .. • .. • 

Misdemoanor: 
l-iisdemeanor •••••••• I ••• I •••• I •••• I •••••• I ••••••••••••••• I •••• 

Felony preliminary ••••••• I I ••••••••••••• I •••••••••• I ••••••••••• 

Total criminal • "" I ••••• "' I I •••• ," "' I ••• I ••••••• I •••••• I ••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated ••••••• I •••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic .................................................... .. 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••• I •••• I ••• I I •••••••• I •••••••••••• I.' 

Grand total I ••••• I •••••• I ••••••• I "" I ••••••••••••• I. I ••• I •••••••• 

CivUm ...... 
Criminal •••• 
Traffic ..... 

Total 

~ 
7 

76 
150 
233 

Beginning 
pending 

168 
1,380 
1,635 

331 

~ 

4,486 

3,089 
---.2lQ 

3,599 

1,986 

...i..ill. 
6,142 

14,227 

Triald 
Non-jury 

892 
2,055 
3,078 
6,025 

Filedj 

324 
4,125 

12,419 

1,924 

~ 

20,874 

21,363 

~ 

25,360 

10,635 

144,054 

154,689 

200,923 

Total 
899 

2,131 
3,228 
6,258 

Disposed 

378 
4,354 

12,600 

1,681 

~ 

21,168 

21,796 
__ ~-L~.E 

25,608 

10,143 

143,374 

153,517 

200,293 

Civil dispositions Criminal dispositions 

Pretrial 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •• "' • "" 
Other dismissals •••• "' ••••• I •••••••• I ••• I 

49 
1,054 
4,258 
1,355 

Plea. "" I I. I. I •••• I •••••••• I I •• I •••••• I II I. "" II'" 
Pretrial I I ••••••••••• I •••••• I •••• I •••••• I ••••• I.' I 

Transfer ••••• I •••• I •••••••••• I ••••••••••• 
Dismissal for want of prosecution ••••• I ••••••• I ••• 

Other dismissals •••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• "" I. 
Transfer.I ••• I.' I I •••• I •••••• I •••• I •••••• I ••• I •••• 

Traffic dispositions 
Plea •••• II •••••••• "" I. 1 ........... 1 .... . 
Pretrial ••••••• I ••• I ••• I •••••••• I •••••••• 

Dismissal for want of prosecution I I •••••• 

Other dismissals •••••••••••••• I •••••••••• 

62,989 
836 

1,001 
1,583 

49 
68,992 
14,839 

Violations Bureau ••••••••••• I ••• I ••• I •••• I I ••••••• 
Preliminary hearing, boundover •••••••••• "' ••• I I "" 
Wai ver of preliminary hearing, boundover •••• I ••••• 
Unavailability of accused •••••••• 1 ••• 1 •••••••• 1 ••• 

Transfer 1.1 •••• I •••••••••••• I ........... I. 

Viola tions Bureau ••• I ••••••••••• I I I • I ••• I 
Unavailability of accused •••••• "" I •••••• 

Age of pending cases 
Over 1 month 

Personal injury and property damage • 1.1. I........ .......... N/ A 
Contracts, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil.... N/A 
Small claims ............................................... N/ A 
Misdemeanor •• I •• I •••••••• I •••••• "" I I •••••••••• I ••••••• I... Nt A 
Felony preliminary ......................................... 133 
Traffic.................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the, classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dense definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Over 6 months 

N/A 
N/A 

99 
300 
(n) 
948 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information 01: indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

.over 12 months Over 

N/A 
220 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

10,358 
423 

1,775 
3,105 

97 
3,039 
1,981 

581 
2,118 

End 
pending 

116g 
l,147g 
1,565g 

570g 
---2Qlg 

4,3008 

2,6308 
..--l.Q2.g 

3,339g 

2,460g 

4,804g 

7,264g 

14,903g 

24 months 
15 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
trials. 

Hearings by administrative judges and ~eferees are not included as non-jury 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as repol'ted in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include reactivated caseB as well as original filings. 

mCategories for dispositiorl type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 8,739 hearings by judge in small claims cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Contt'acts. forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cnses p~nding over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 months. 
Small claims. misdemeanor. and traffic cnses pending OVer 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 months. 
Felony preliminary cases pending over 6 months, over 12 month~, and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office of the Administrl.ltive Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

110 courts, 181 juclges 
January 1. 1976 to Deceaber 31. 1976 

BeginnJng 
p •. nding 

Civild : 
Unclassified tort: 

Personal injury and property damage ••••.•••••••••.•••••.••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••• to •••••••• !' ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Small claims •••••••.••••..•..••••..••• I~' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Forcible entry and detainer •.••..•••..••••.•• I ••••••••••••••• 
Other civil ••••••.••.•..•••.••••.••••••.•••••..•••...• , •.•••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony preliminary ..••••...••...•••.•••.•.•••..•••.•••.....•.•• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
D'~I/DUI: 

Operating a motor vehlcle while intoxicated •.•.••..••.••.•••• 
Other traffic violatioD.B: 

Traffic .•••...•.••• ~ .•..••....••••••..••••.••.....••..•••••.. 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

CivUm ................ . 
Criminal .............. . 
T<affic ............... . 

Total ................. .. 

~ 
361 
931 
848 

2,140 

Criminal dispositions 

Plea 

Triald 
Non-jury 

8,771 
16,067 
19,019 
43,857 

Pretrial •.••••••.•.••...•.•.•.••..••...•..•.• 
Dismissed for want of prosecution •..•••••.••. 
Ocher dismissals •.••.•.•. I •••• I •••••••••••••• 

Transfer ••..•.••..••...••......•••.•••• I ••••• 

Violations Bureau •••••.••...•....•..••• 1 .. 00. 
Preliminary hearing boundover •••...•....•.•.. 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, boundover .•... 
Unavailability of accused ...••..•.•. I •••••••• 

~ 
9,132 

16,998 
19,867 
45,997 

123,373 
6,754 

11,103 
46,510 

1,028 
13,668 
13,820 
10,831 
24,336 

11,182 
56,126 
10,013 

11,504 

.l.!....ill. 
100,260 

25,085 

~ 

29,727 

7,811 

32,148 

39,959 

169,946 

Age of pending cases 

Filed
j 

Disposed 

15,780 19,266 
158,737 168,883 

72,418 72,168 

43,554 44,698 

--.l1...ill ~ 

307,954 325,113 

226,499 228,677 

~ ~ 

265,033 268,421 

48,660 49,495 

1,136,517 1,135,412 

1,185,177 1,184,907 

1,758,164 1,778,441 

Civil diRpositions 
Pretrial ••.•.••...•....•...••.•• I •• 

Dismissed for want of prosecution .. 
Other dismissals ..••...•.••.•••...• 
Transfer 

Traffic dispositions 
Plea 
Pretrial ..•...••. 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Dismissed for want of prosecution • 
Other di'3missals ••.••...•.••.••••. 
Transfer •.•.••..•.••. 1 ••••••• 0 •••• 

Violations Bureau •...••••.•..••... 
Unavailability of accused .......•. 

5,648 
23,490 
79,952 
2,733 

462,320 
4,721 
5,112 

36,653 
973 

551,704 
103,557 

Over 1 month Over 6 months 
N/A 

Over 12 months 
N/A 

5,362 
(n) 

Over 24 months 
378 Personal injury and property damage •..•••.•••..•••...••.••. 

Contract, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil .0 "" 
Small claims .••..••.•••....•...•••.••..••••.••••.••.....•.. 
Misdemeanor •..•.•••.••.•...•••.•••.•.••.••••.•••.. I •••••••• 

Felony preliminary •.•.•.....•.•••••••..•.•..•••..•.•..••••• 
Traffic ................................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
419 
N/A 

N/A 
1,048 

496 
(n) 

644 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 

End 
pending 

8,781g 
51,951g 
l1,194g 

l1,753g 
~g 

92,772g 

32,148g 

~ 

36,757g 

8,Ong 

40,522g 

48,554g 

178,083g 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included as non-jury 
trials. 

&Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include reactivated cases as well as original filings. 

mCategories for disposition type, or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 17,012 hearings by judge in small claims cases. 

·Ot1ruo interval or age of pending data: 
Contract, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are incJ;uded with those pending over 12 months. 
Small claims. misdemeanor. and traffic cases pending over 12 months and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 months. 
Felony preliminary cases pending over 6 months ,over 12 months ~ and over 24 months are included with those penaing over 1 month. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Direct~r, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report eA~ept that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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01lI0 COURT OF CLAIHSa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

court j 1 judge sits on temporary assignment 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild , 
Adainistrativa: 

Beginning 
pending 

Administrative •••.••••••• 0 ...... ,· .............. 0............. 77 
Judicial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 226 
Victims of crimeaa ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• ~. 

Total ... :: ............................................ "...... 305 

Total civil 305 

Grand total •••••••••••• ,......................................... 305 

Filed 

231 
294 

5 
530 

530 

530 

Diaposed 

88 
244 

0 
332 

332 

332 

Civil dispositions 

Civil 
~ 

o 

Triald 
Non-jury 

42 

Total 
42 Settlement ••••••••.••••.••••••. 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
- - Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Administt'ative determination ........................ . 
Dismissal ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :: ••• 

31 
82 

177 

End 
pending 

220 
278 

5 

1!£ 
503 

503 

All cases where the amount of the claim exceeds $1,000 must be determined by a judge. Where the amount of the claim is between $100.01 and 
$999.99, the claim is determined by a judge unless a waiver is filed. All claims from $0.00 to $100.00 and all claims between $100.01 and 
$999.99 where the right to trial has been waived are administratively determined by the clerk or deputy clerk of the Court of Claims. 

Jurisdiction over victims of crime caBes was given to the court as of December 28, 1976. 
dCnse definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1976 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are froD the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO MAYORS' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

690 c~urtB, 690 judgen 
January I, 1976 to December ~l, 1976 

TIlere were no data available for casea handled in the Mayors' Court for 1976. 
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COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
Sjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Disposes of appeals assigned 

to it by the Supreme Court 

COURT OF TAX REVI~:W 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals from final orders by 

Banking Department Commission 
or by Banking Board. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Oklahoma court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
3 judges 

Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
. Appellate jurlsdlcilon over all 
civil cases. 

. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction 
In criminal cases. 

0/--t ..... -----C-I~1I': 
l;t / DISTRICT COURT (24) 

64 district, 77 associate district, 
and 48 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Unlimited ori!;linal jurisdiction 
over all justiciable matters. 

- Civil actions, probate, domestic 
relations. 

• Felonies, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

... -----".,~--------------"'r"~ 

STATE INDUSTRIAL COURT 
5 judges 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

. Compensation claims in Industrial 
accident cases. 

. Hears all protests against allegedly 
Illegal levies. 

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
OF RECORD (167) 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials If po~slble fln..e greater 
than $35 or Imprisonment. 

_-----.l 
MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT 
OF RECORD (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Indicates assignment of cases. 
Jury trials if possible fine greater than $50. 
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OKLAHOMA SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civilj 
Total appeals •••..••.•..•..•.•.••••.• ~ ~ •.•••.•••••••.••..•..•. 

Other cases: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
-X-

Original proceedings •..•• I •• ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• X 
Total other casesj ..•..•..•.....•...••..•...••••.•••••.•• I.... -X-

Total casesj .................................................... 1,182 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

714 ---m-

134 

171 
""'305 

1,019 

X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court 1s the court of last resort for civil cases. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositJons. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed End 
pending 

578 It 
578 -X-

130 X 

200 X 
3JO' \ -X-

\ 
1 

~08 1,3108 

Civil appeals arc origInally filed in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then assigns some of these cases to the Court of Appeals for 
disposition. Therefore, cases assigned, disposed, and pending in the Court of Appeals have been deducted from the Supreme Court's appeals 
category and utilized as caseload figures for the Court of Appeals. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics ure from the annual report 
eKcept that totals have been computed where necessary . 

OKLAUOMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALSa 
Court of last resort 

3 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal: 
Criminal 
Postconviction •...••.•.••.•..•..••..•..•..••.•.••••.••..•.• 

Total appeals ..•...•....••••...•.....••....•.•••......••..•••• 

Other cases: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

-X-

Original proceedings .••...••......••...•.•........•..••• ~ ... . X 
Requests to appeal •.•.. 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ..••.•.••...•..•.••...••.•....•..••..••.•.•.. -X-

Total cases 244 

Nanner of disposition 
Written opinion ......... 370 
By order ................ 517 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

524 
143 -m 

312 

JIT 

Disposi,tion cf appeal! 
Affirr.led .................. 291 
Affirming denial •••••••••• 101 
Reversed .................. 58 
Dismissed .••.•.•.••..••..• 51 
Modified and affirmed ••••• 23 

Blank space 1:1 NI)t; enough information is known. The CAse category mayor may nol: be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type arc known t'o be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdict.i.on: 

Disposed 

382 
146 

'528 

887 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

-X-

X 

-X-

336 

The court of Criminal Appeals has eKclusive appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases. It is the court of last resort for criminel csses. 

Source: Administrat'lve Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Cases: 
Appeals: 

OKLAHOMA COURT OF APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 6 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civila ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals .....•••...........••.....•.......•..•.••..•..... 

92h 
~ 

To tal cases ......••..•.••.......•....•.....•...••.•..•.••..•••.. 92h 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aecurt jurisdiction: 

I:''lsposcd 
~ 

pending Filed 

347 163h 

-""3ii7 ---mn 
418 347 163h 

Cases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supr?me Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it and has no 
orig1nal jurisdiction, 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed on the assumption that there were no pending cases in the Court of Appeals prior to 1971, when the 

court officially originated. 
End pending figure was computeJ from filings, dispositicns, and beginning pending. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OKLAHOMA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

24 districts; 64 dintrict, 77 associate, and 48 special judges 
January 1, 1976 to Dec2mber 31, 1976 

Auto tort 
Non-auto tort •••........•... 0 ••••• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 

COntract.o ... 0 •••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •••• 

Small claims: 
Possession of personal property .•. 0 •••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••••• 00 

Possession of real property .... 0 ••• c· •••••• 0 0.0 ••••• 0 •••• 000 •• 

Small claims ..... 0 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0 • o. 00 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••• 0 ...... 

Total 0 •••••• 0.0 •• 0 •••• 0.0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 •• ~ 0.0. 

Property rights: 
Lien or mortgage foreclosure .0, 0 •• 00 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 

Real property 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••• o •••• 00 ••••••••••••• ~ 0 •••••••• 0 

Total ...... 0 •• 0 •••••• o. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0. 

Domes tic rela tiona: 
Divorce .....••.. 0 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••• 00 •• 0. 

Separate maintenance .. 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Annulment ... 0 00 ••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 000 ••• 0.0 ••••••••••••• 0. 00 •••••• 0 

Reciprocal support--IN .•....•....••.. 0.0 ••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 

ReCiprocal support--oUT .o •••••••• o •••••• o ••••••• o ••••••••••• ! 

Paternity proceedings •.. 0 •• 0 c •••• 0 0 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 

Adoption .. 0 •• 00 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0" o. 
Total ..• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0. 0 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 

Probate: 
Administration of estates and prob'lte proper .•.........•...•. 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant •.•...........• 
Guardianship and conservatorship •........•.... 0 ••• 00 •••••••• 0 

Other probate ... 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0. 0 0 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•...•....••. 0 ••••••• 0.0 •• 0 •••••••• o. ~ ••.•.. , •••.• 0 •••••• 

Mental health .••.. 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• ~ •• ~. 0 

Adainistrative: 
Appeals from administrative tribunals .••. 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 

O~her civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

4,473 f 

2,553 f 

19,658 f 

1,327f 

1,869 f 
53,777 f 

56,973 f 

2,942 f 

2,569 f 

5,511 f 

16,279£ 
556£ 
124£ 

1,377£ 
860£ 
213£ 
840£ 

20,249£ 

11,858 f 
570£ 

3,163£ 
125 f 

15,716£ 
800£ 

469£ 
6,850£ 

Extraordinary writs: 
Injunction, quo warranto, mandamus, habeas corpus .......••... ~f 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 134,417£ 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Crime agaius t person .. 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Crime against {Jo:'operty • 0 •••••••••••• 0" ••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••••• 

Other felony .0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• ' •••••••••• 0 •• ~ ........... 0 

Total ..•..•.•. 0 0" 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• 

Kisdelleanor: 
Other misdemeanor •. 0 •••• 1 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 • 0 ••• ft •• 

Appeals .000 •••• 00 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• , ••••••••••••• 0 ....... 0 ••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 

3,038£ 
8,971£ 
5,462f 

17,471£ 

14,430£ 
1,249 f 

Felony pOBtconviction appeals 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •• 0.0 •••• 0 ••••• o. ~ 

To tal criminali ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 33,150£1 
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Filed 

4,398 
3,264 

19,820 

." 
1,851 
5, $,00 

56,844 
63,795 

3,165 
4,513 
7,678 

30,757 
501 
332 

2,285 
855 
161 

2,600 
37,491 

8,832 
2,982 
1,517 

348 
13,679 
2,810 

716 
5,557 

~ 

160,562 

4,343 
9,645 
6,191 

20,179 

33,697 
1,346 

---.lli. 
55,581 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

3,726 5,145 
2,660 3,157 

14,909 24,569 

1,771 1,407 
5,248 1,721 

55,365 55,256 
62,384 58,384 

2,873 3,234 
4,065 3,017 
6,938 6,251 

28,350 18,686 
383 674 
282 174 

1,030 2,632 
597 1,118 
148 226 

2,518 922 
33,30& 24,432 

8,095 12,595 
3,073 479 
1,359 3,321 

357 116 
12,884 16,511 
2,661 949 

571 614 
5,016 7,391 

~ ~ 

146,131 148,848 

4,236 3,145 
8,922 9,694 
6,207 5,446 

19,365 18,285 

32,630 15,497 
1,405 1,190 

--..lli. ~ 

53,717 34,972i 

(Continued on next page) 
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Oklahoma District Court (continued) 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUl: 

Driving while intoxicated •••••.••••••••••.•••• 0.............. 4,490£ 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic...................................................... 40,343£ 

Total traffic 44,833 f 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency .......... 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Depeooency and neglect •••••.•• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Status ~ffen8ea: 
Child in need of supervision ••••.•••••.••••••••••••••. 0 •••••• ~f 

Total juvenile ••.•••••••••.••••.•• 0" 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand totali 216,311fi 

Civil dispositions 

9,492 

169,107 

178,599 

4,698 
1,869 

---1.r.Z.Q2. 
8,272 

403,014 

On demurrer, abatement, or motion to dismissm 
Pretrialm •••••.••• ~ ••••...••..•. , .• 0" 0 •••••••• :. 

Without contest •••••.••• 0 •••• ; •••••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Dismissaltl " 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Decree or approved settlementm .••••.•••...•••.. o. 
Order or settlementm •.•••.••••.•••••••••.. 0 ••• 0" 

5,281 
1,813 

87,322 
6,132 

18,385 
522 

8,733 

173,984 

182,717 

3,482 
1,574 

~ 

6,803 

389,368 

Trial or contestd 
Non-jury 

22,441 
17,579 

4,286 
44,306 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Civil •••••••••••••••• 
Criainal and traffic • 
Juvenile •••••..•••••• 

:rotal •.••••••• 0." ••••• 

:!!!.!Y 
1,203 
1,395 

38 
2,636 

Total 
23,644 
18,974 

4,324 
46,942 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or tmit of count: 
A civil case ~s counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Guil ty plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal by sta te •••...•...• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••• 

On demurrer, motion to quash, or 
dismissal by court ••....•...•.•..•••.....•.... 

Dond forfeitures •••.••••.••...•.••..••.••..•••• 

The crimi.nal cnse unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A trial or contest is counted if tried to completion. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
iData are not complete: 

5,249 

35,466 

40,715 

2,952 
1,105 

~ 

5,380 

229,915 i 

171,009 
19,077 

23,414 
21,233 

Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include pending figures for felony postconviction appeals. This category is included 
lin the filing and disposition totals. 

mCategori;S-~dispositfon type or trial data: 
On demurrer, abatement. or motion to dismiSS, and pretrial are dispositions for auto tort, non-auto tort, property rights, contract. 

aaiini"strative;-extiaord.fiiiry writS·; -ana other civil cases only. ~ 
Dismissal, -decree or approved settlement, and order or settlement- are dispositions for domestic relations cases only. 

Source: Administrative Director.of the Courts, ~ort on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma CitYI Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

C1vild : 
Adainiatrative 

Total civil 

OKLAHOMA STATE INDUSTRIAL COURTk 
Court of limited jurisdictiona 

1 court. 5 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand total •••.• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
. N/ A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: . 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The special jurisdiction is limited to injuries to an employee arising out of his employment. 
dcase definition or unit of count: 

A case for this court is a new claim or an ancillary proceeding to an existing claim. 
kAdditional information: 

After July· I, 1978, the name f.or this court will be the Worker's Compensation Court. 

Pis posed 
End 

pending 

10,712 ~ 

10,712 N/A 

10,712 N/A 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
e::cept that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT OF. BANK REVIEW 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 district judges serve 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Adainistrative ..................................... I............... __ 7 

Filed 

__ 9 

Disposed 

__ 8 

End 
pending 

__ 8 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 8 

---------------------------------------
Grand total ................................... I .................................................. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: A.dminiatrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where r.ecesaary. 

OKLAHOMA COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 3 district judges serve 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civi!d: 
Adllinidtrative 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •.•••.••..••..•...••..••..••.•••...•••.••..•••.••••.•• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

o 

o 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint, 

Filed Disposed 

__ 0 o 

o 

End 
pending 

__ 0 

o 

o 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1976 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. The report indicates that no neW tax review cases were handled in 1976. 

OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT OF ·RECORD 
Cou:rt of limited jurisdiction 

:z courts. 2 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data for cases handled in the Hunicipal Criminal CC,lUrt of Record for 1976. 

OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL COURT NOT OF RECORD 
Court of limited jUrisdiction 

167 courts 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the" Hunicipal. Court Not of Record for 1976. 
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Oregon court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Certiorari review of Court of Appeals decisions. 
- Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on certain 

civil cases. 

.-___________ .:J ~ 

TAX COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from county boards of 

equalization and Oregon 
Department of Revenue. 

JUSTICE COURT (47) 
47 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1 ,000, small 
claims. 

• Misdemeanors, traffic, felony, 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

, Indicates route of appeal. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over criminal, 

constitutionality of city charter or ordinance, probate, 
juvenile, guardianship, domestic relations from 
Circuit Court. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
68 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction over civil not 

granted exclusively to another 
court. Probate. 

- General jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclusively to another 
court. 

- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (23) 
47 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000, small 

claims. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than 

$3,000, sentence less than 1 year), 
traffiC, felony preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trial. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (165) 
165 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over 

municipal ordlrfancl:!5. frafflc. 
Jury trials. 
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Certain 
civil cases. 

COUNTY COURT (9) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate In 6 counties. 
- Exclusive juvenile in 7 counties. 
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OREGON SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justicesc 
Januar,- 1. 1976 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeals from Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. ••••• 
Court of Appeals review allowed •••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court appeals ••.••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••••.••• 1.1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Or1ginal proceedings ....................................... . 
Bar matters II ••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• • 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for review: 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• • 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• •••••••·•• • 

Workmen IS compensa tion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus and postconviction ••••••.•••......••••••• 0 ••• 

Judicial revieW' .•..•••. 0 ••• 0. 0 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0.0 •• 00 •••••••• 

Total ••.•.......•••••••••••.••. 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •• 

Total other cases .•.•..•••......•.••••••.••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ...••.•.•••••••••.•......•.•••••••••. _ ..••...•• 0 0 0 000 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests •.••••••••••••...• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ...••••••••••••..•...•.••••••••... 0 •••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ..••• , •••.• 305 
Dismissal or 

without opinion •••••••••• 193 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X-

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X-

335 

__ 1 

1976 

Filed Disposed 

424 X 
(43)e X 

16 X 
440 (43)e -X---

,5 X 
21 X 
66 X 

127 X 
238 X 

22 X 
11 X 
69 X 

467 413 (43)e 
~ -X--

973 (43)e 911 (43)e 

_ 5_4 __ _5_2 __ 

54 52 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••• 146 
Reversed ...•....... 0....... 108 
Modifieri ••••••••••••••••••• 23 
Dismissed with opinion ..... 4 
Miscellaneousm •.. 0 •••• 0 • • • • 24 

Time interval (average days) 
Notice of appeal to date case at issue •..•..••••••••. 0...... .. 166 
Date case at issue to final decision ••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••• 110 
Notice of appeal to final decision •••••. : ....••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 m 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
There were 7.58 full-time equivalent judges for 1976. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
J: 

--X-

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--)1-

397 

__ 3 

Petitions for review granted are not counted as dispositions until the appeal is disposed (the filing of the resulting appeal is not 
counted). These granted petitions are numbers appearing in parentheses. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Miscellaneous appeal dispositions include cases of mandamus, other original proceedings. and bar proceedings. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon. 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where 
necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office of the state court administrator. 

-l 
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OREGON COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

6 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals 

Civil ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 

Agency appeals: 
Workmen's compans.ation •••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••.•• 
Administrative agency review •••••••••.•• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other appeals: 
Parole Board review ••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconvictions and habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Corrections diSCiplinary review ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••.••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original prqceedings ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••.•••• 

Total cases ••••••••••.•••••..••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

o 
--0 

669 

1976 

Filed 

421 
735 

104 

176 
280 

21 
30 

360 
411 

1,847 

o 
--0 

1,847 

DispOSition of appeals Manner of dispOSition 

Written opinion ••••••••••••• 630 
Bench decisions ••••••••••••• 553 
Memorandum •••••••••••••••••• 52 

Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dismissal/transferred ••••••• 483 
Consolidation ••••••••••• ,... 68 

Reversed ................... 0 ••• 

flodified •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed on merits .. 0 •••• 0 ••• 

Time interval (average days) 

Notice of appeal to date case at issue •...•.•••..••••..••••••. 126 
Date case at issue to final decision ••..•.••....•.••..•••••.•. 43 
Notice of appeal to final decision •••.•• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 169 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,786 

0 
--0 

1,786 

974 
187 

47 
18 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-rn 

0 
--0 

730 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon. 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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OREGON CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 68 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Equity .......................... •• ..... •••••••• .. ••• .. •• .... ••• 
Domestic relations: 

Dissolution ••.•.....•.•.••.....•••.•.•...•.•....•••••••••.••• 

T~~~iii~~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Probate: 

Decedents' estates .... I. I. I •• 11.1 ••••• I. I. I •••• II 11.1 ....... I •• 

... Guardianship and conservatorship •••• ,. •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .................................. •• ... • .. • ........ • .. ••• 

Hental health: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
NfA 

X 

6,3271 

7,760 f 

14,087 

Mental competency ..•••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total civili .................................................... 39,055fi 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal ..................................................... ~h 

Total criminal •••..•....•••••••••.....•..•....•.•.•••••••••••••• 4,974h 

Juveniled : 

Total juvenile •.••••......•••••.••••••••.•••••.•.•.•....•.••.••• -rfTA 

Grand total...................................................... 44,029i 

Filed 

X 
X 

22,817 
2,263 

25,080 

4,645 
1,599 
6,244 

..s!!I1. 

55,618 

14,485 

14,485 

83,573 

Disposed 

X 
X 

20,837 
NfA 

20,837 i 

4,532h 
1,646 
6,178 

~ 

45,533i 

14,909 

14,909 

60,442i 

Civnm ................ . 
~ 

1,158 
1,059 
2,217 

Triald 
Non-jury 

3,732 
577 

4,309 

Total 

4,890 
1,636 
6,526 

Time interval (average months) 

Age of cases tried: 
Criminal .............. . 

Total ••.•••.....•.•.•••• 

Aae of eendina cases 

Civil from date of filing: 
Law and equity •••.•••• ~ •••••••.•.••. 
Dissolution ..•••••••.••...••.••••••• 
All civil .......................... . 

Criminal from date of arraignment ..•.. 

Decedents' 
Civi~n estates Criminal 

Under 6 months ••••. 15,166 NfA 3,733 
6+ to 12 months ..•• 7,683 NfA 512 
12+ to 24 months ... 4,462 NfA 208 
OVer 24 months 706 NfA 97 
Over 36 months NfA 557 NfA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A'" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is aworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 
The beginning pending figure was corrected by the state court administrator' 5 office during verification of the data. 

hFigure was computed: 
Disposed figur.-e for decedents' estates was computed from filing and pending data. 
Beginning pending figure for criminal and total criminal was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

iData are not compete: 
Domestic relations disposition and pending figures do not include adoption cases. Filings include all categories. 

11.3 
7.7 

TO:3 
3.13 

Total civil pending and disposition figures do not include adoption or mental competency cases. Filings include all categories. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
NfA 

X 

6,440 
7,713 

14,153 

~ 

42,170i 

4,550 

46,720i 

Grand total disposition and pending figures do not include adoption, mental competency, or juvenile cases. Filings include all categories. 
lSpecial source or revision in data: 

Beginning pending figure for decedents I estate was taken from Oregonls 1975 annual .report. 
mcategot'ies for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trials do not include probate matters. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Civil age of pending data include only law, equity, and dissolution cases. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 22nd t 23rd Annual Report Relatina to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon. 1975, 
1976 (Salem, Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report ex.cept that totals have been computed where necessary t and additiuns have 
been maue during verification by the office of the state court administrator. 

324 

t.;,.._.=z=!l~.=;=.-==;=="'-==----------"---------· '-----.' 

, 
l

e. 

1 

·······.l 

j 

1 

OREGON TAX COURT 
Court of general jurisdictiona 

1 judge 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1916 

CivUd : 
Administrative: 

RegulRr Division •••••.•.•....••••••.••...••.••••••••••••••••• 
Small Claims Division ....................................... . 

Total •.••.••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••.••••••...••.••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand total 

Civil dispositionsm 

On the meri ts •••••••••••..• 45 
Dismissed or settled ••••••• 50 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aeourt jurisdiction: 

Beginning 
pending 

61 
122 

---ill. 
183 

183 

Filed Disposed 

120 95 
61 80 

----.!.!!l ~ 

181 175 

181 175 

Time interval (median months) 
Age of cases terminated: 

Regular Division ....••••.••..... ~ .... 605 
Small Claims Division ................ 6.0 

End 
pending 

86 
103 
~ 

189 

189 

Data from the Oregon Tax. Court are included in the general jurisdiction charts because ORS 305.405 designates the Tax. Court as one of general 
jurisdiction within the substantive areas defined by ORS 305.410. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial delta: 
Civil disposition type data include only those cases from the Regular Division. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. 23rd Annual Report Relatina to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OREGON DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdic.tion 

23 counties t 47 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil 
Small claims •••••••..•••......••••••••...•.•...••.••••.••••••.. 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Probate: 

Decedents' estates ........••••••••... ~ .....•••••••••••....... 
Guardianship/ conservatorship ••••..... to ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Mental health: 

Mental competency .....•••••••••...... ~ •••••••••.••.•..••..••• 

Total civili 

Kisdemeanor: 
Felony preliminary ••••••.••.••.•...•.••••••.•......•.••••••••.• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total i 

Beginning 
eending 

11,435 
9,439 

NfA 

172 
266 
438 

~ 

21,312i 

X 
__ X_ 

X 

x 

83,305 i 

Under 6 months • t ••••••••••••••• 

6+ to 12 months .............. .. 
Over 12 months •••••••.•...••••. 
Over 36 months •.•••••••...••.•• 

Law 
5-;557 
2,656 
1,436 

NfA 

Age of pending cases 

Small 
claims 
6,679 
1,922 

810 
NfA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavrilable. 

Filed 

22,260 
36,466 

30 

82 
41 

123 

__ 4_1 

58,920 

31,683 

~ 

39,769 

454,790 

553,479 

Decedents t 
estates 
-wA 

NfA 
NfA 

14 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fi11ng of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 

iOata are not complete: 

Disposed 

24,046 
36,494 

NfA 

126 
85 

211 

~ 

60,751 i 

29,302 

.2.E2 
37,279 

440,585 

538,615 i 

Criminal 
and traffic 

66,469 
8,403 
3,816 

NfA 

End 
pending 

9,649 
9,411 

NfA 

128 
222 
350 

~ 

19,410 i 

X 
__ X _ 

X 

X 

98,0981 

Total civil and grand total pending and disposition figures do not include adoptj,on or mental competency cases. Filings include data for 
all reported categories. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Reeort Relatina to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where neCeSB!ll'Y. 
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OREGON JUSTICE COUR'li 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

47 courtsi , 47 judges 
January I, 1976 to Dece.ber 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil •••.•.••••••..••...••.•...••••••.••.•••••.....•.••••••.• 
Small claims •••...••••••.••••..•..•••.•......•..•••.••••••••••• 

Total civil .•.....•.......•..•.......................•..•...•... 

Misdelleanor: 
Offenses •••••••••..•••.•...•.•••••••••••..•.•••.••••.•••.•••• 

Beginning 
pending 

793h 

Total criminal ........... ,...................................... ~ 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ....•.••..•••..••.•••••...••.•••••.•.••..•••••••..• 

Grand total! .••.••.•.••••••.•••..•.••.••.••••....••• !- •••• ~., •••••• 

Boldface beadings indicate the classifies.tions used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

7,276h 

8,703h 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case uni t of count is the case number assigned at arraignment .. 

hFigures were computed: 

Filed 

534 
..1..lli 

2,896 

4,936 

4,936 

89,564 

97,396 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
inata are not complete: 

Only 26 justice courts, out of a total (,If 47 courts, reported data for 1976. 

D1oposed End 
pending 

504 174 

...hill ~ 

2,457 1,073 

4,942 787 

4,942 ----rB7 

87,480 9,360 

94,879 11,220 

Source: Office of the State Court Administr,9.tor, 23rd Annual Report Relat.ing to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OREGON MUNICIPAL COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

165 courtsi , 165 judges , 
January I, 1976 to December 31 r 1976 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violations: 

Beginning 
pending 

Other cases ......................................... "......... ~h 

Total criminal ..••••••.•••...•..•••••...••••.••.•.••••••...•.••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Major traffic offenses .•••..••••....•.•••......••••••.. " •.•.. 
Hinor traffic offenses •.•.•••.•.•..•••••.....••..••.••• " .••.. 

Total •.••••••.•..••.•.•...•.•••••••..•••••.•...•••••..••.•..•. 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 

GraQd totali ................................................... .. 

3,433h 

4,518h 
18,626h 
23,144h 

23,144h 

26,577h 

Triald 

Filed 

14,070 

14,070 

10,633 
111,006 
121,639 

121,639 

135,709 

Criminal .......................................... . 2,270 

3,412 
10,315 
13,727 
15,997 

Traffic: 
Major traffic offense .•••.....••.•••...••••....•• 
Hinor traffic offenses •••...•.••••••. ,. •.•••••...• 

Total ••..•••...•..••••••.....•••••.•...•••••..•.•• 
Total ....•..••.•.•••.•....••••••••••.••••••..••••..• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

iOata are not complete: 
Only 73 Muntcipal Courts, out of a total of 165 courts, reported data for 1976. 

Disposed End 
pending 

13,334 ~ 

13,334 4,169 

10,862 4,289 
106,Ii88 2~,144 
117,350 27,433 

117,350 27,433 

130,684 31,602 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 23rd Annual Report Rt!lating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1976 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OREGON COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

9 counties, 10 judge. 
January I, 1976 to Decellber 31, 1976 

., 
Filed End Beginning 

pending Disposed 
pending 

Do.estia relations: 
Adoption •••••.•.••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate: 
Decedents' estates •••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship and conservatorship •••••••.••••••• , ••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••.•.••••••.••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Hental health: 

N/A 

2581 
157 
415 

Mental competency............................................ N/A 

Total civili 
••• t •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juveniled : 

Total juvenile ............................... , ............... , .. 

Grand totali ..................................................... 

Age of pendl.ng cases 

OVer 36 months 
Decedents' estates ., •••.•••••• 75 

Boldface hoadings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. 

hFigure was computed: 
Decedents' estates disposed figure was computed from filing and pending figures. 

iOata are not complete: , 

42 

122 
36 

158 

--l! 
214 

456 

N/A 

131h 
22 

153 

--1Y..! 
153i 

N7A 

153i 

Total civil pending and disposition figures do not include data for adoption and mental competency cases. Filings include data for all 
categories. 

N/A 

249 
171 
420 

N/A 

420i 

N/A 

420i 

Grand total pending and disposition figures do not include data fgr adoption, mental competency, or jU\.enile case. Filings include data for 
all categories. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Beginning pending figure for decedents' estates was obtained iirolll OregQn's 1975 annual report. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 22nd, 23rd Annut!~ .7{~porl Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon. 1975; 
.!..2..Z.§. (Salem, Oregon). Statistics are from the annual repo~t~ except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Pennsylvania court system, 1976 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Hears direct appeals in felonious homicide, right to public 

office, Probate or Orphans Court matters, contempt cases 
and questions of constitutionality of a statute. Other ' 
appeals are discretionary. 

. May assume plenary jurisdiction over any matter In any court 
If it is an Issue of immediate public Interest. 

, 
COMMONWEALTH COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Original jurisdiction In civil actions 

Involving the commonwealth or any 01 
Its officers. 

• Appeals from administrative agencies, 
local government, eminent domain, and 
non·profit corporation matters. 

t 

t 
Constitutionality of statute. 
Felonious homicide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate . 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court of COinmon Pleas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Court 
or Commonwealth Court. 

. Non·governmental equity appeals. 

Non·proflt corporations. 
Government. 
Eminent domain. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (59) 
285 judges 
Jurisdiction: L,_ ..... · Original jurisdiction In all civil matters. Orphans 

Court Division handles probate. 
· Original jurisdiction in all criminal matters. 
· Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

trespass claims under $1,000. 
• Criminal offenses with less than 5·year 

sentence. Motor vehicle laws. 
Preliminary hearings except for 
homicide and rape. 

No jury trial. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC 
COURT 
6 judges (Philadelphia) 

Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive jurisdiction of all 

summary offenses under the motor 
vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 
(564) 
564 justices of the peace 

Jurisdiction: 
• Civil mailers under $2,000. 
• Offenses with fine under $500 and/or 
sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary hearings in most criminal. 
Some motor vehicle cases. 

No jury trials. 

PITTSBURGH TRAFFIC MAGISTRATES 
6 magistrates and 1 housing court judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Matters relating to the health, safety, 
or welfare of any place of human habitation. 

- Misdemeanors and municipal ordinances (fine 
less than $500 or sentence less than 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. Exclusive jurisdiction 
over ail summary offenses under the motor 
vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 
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PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: •••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••• 0 I ••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 ••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••• 0 •• :.' ••••••••••• I ••• 0 ••• 0 •••• I •••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: .......... I I ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••• 

RequeotB to appeal: 
Petitions for allq:l!atur ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •• } •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •• "" •. ~ ••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedi:ngs: 
Other mat tires: 
Miscell~neou8 petitions •••.••••••••.•••.••••••••.•• 0 •••••• 0" 

Total other proceedings •. 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 00 •• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 
'N7A 

N/A 

...Ji!.l!.. 
N/A 

Hanner of disposition 

Filed 

830 
"836' 

906 
"91i6 

1,736 

1,195 

1,195 

Written opinion .................. 583 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
lilunk space'" Not enough information is known. The cnse category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/ A '" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are un.available. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

N/A N/A 

'N7A N/A 

N/A N/A 
'N7A N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ ...Ji!.l!.. 
N/A N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PENNSYLVANIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

7 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed :.' ~ spa sed ____________ . ________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~ngL_ ________________________ _ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 00 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals .0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings •••••••.••..•••. 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

RequestB to appeal .•.•..••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• o •••••• 

Total other cases .••••••••• , 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •..••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions 

Total other proceedings 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 

.JY..L 
N/A 

Hanner of disposition 
Written opinion 

BoJ.dface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

3,631 
3,631 

3,631 

6,223 

6,223 

1,596 

Blank space'" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/ A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

N/A 
'N7A 

N/A 

.JJ.i.L 
N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
'N7A 

N/A 

...Ji!.l!.. 
N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that tot ... als have been computed where neceusary. 



PEllNSYLVANIA COIIHOIlllEALTU COURTa 
Intermediate appellate court 

7 judge. 
January I, 1976 to Dece.ber 31, 1976 

Casest 
Appeala: 

Appeals from Court of Common PleBS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfers from other courts •••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••• 
Agency appeals ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••.••••.• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceeding.: 

Original jurisdiction ............ , •••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'l'otal other cases •••••••••••• , •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total cases ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

668 
34 

1,429 
2,131 

305 

305 

2,436 

Written opinion ............. " ... 760 
Withdrawal, discvntinued, 

and by order of court ••••••.••.• 205 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space. Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
NtA • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

-X- NTA 

X N/A 

-X- NTA 

2,069 N/A 

acou~e j~;:~~~:~~~~ Court handles only cases involving officials or offices of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Court.s. 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PENNSYLVANIA COURT OF COIIHON PLBAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

59 cour ts, 285 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

C1vild : 
DoIaestic relations: 

Domes tic relations ••.••••••.••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Divorce ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• • ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Custody •••••••• , •••.••••• , .••••••••.••••••.•.••.•••.••••••••• 
Adoption •••••• , ............................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••• , .•••..•••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Probate: 
Orphan court I s audits •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••..••••..••. 

Hental health ................ , ................. " ............. . 
Other civil: 

Civilj ..... , ...... , ....... , ................... , ......... " ... 
Arbitration "., ....... " ... " .. , ••••• " .... "." .... " .. " ... 

Total ........................ ••·••···••••·•••·••·•··••••••·••• • 

Total civil •••••••••..••••••••. o •••.••••••• ? ••••••••••••• •••••• 

Crillinal d: 
Felony/misdeaeanor: 

Criminalj ... , ...... "" •• "".,.".,,,.,, .................. . 

Ap~:~laneoui,j ....... " ... ,.,,, ...... , ............... , ..... . 
Extraordinary writs: 

Postconviction appeals .•••.••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••• fe' 

Total criminal ••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••.•.• 0 ••••• 0 ••• 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••.••••••.•••.•••.•••••.••.•••••••••••••••.••••. 

Grand total •••••••.••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• f ••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
Triald 

Non-jury ~ 

Beginning 
pending 

6,909 
15,630 

582 
856 

23,977 

1,719 
306 

20,279 
15,272 
35,551 

61,553 

27,238 

1,479 

--..!:9l 
29,124 

5,920 

96,597 

Civil dispositions 

Civil- ••••••.••••••••• 
Criminal ............. . 

Total .......... " .... .. 

1,952 
3,272 
5,224 

3,807 
7,071 

10,878 

5,759 
10,343 
16,102 

Settlement •..•••..••••••.• 
Hearing settled ••..•••..•• 
Stricken ••..•••• f ••••••••• 

Transferred to arbitration 
Other 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

330 

Filed 

51,496 
39,339 

3,831 
6,760 

101,426 

20,075 
6,628 

21,127 
29,544 
50,671 

178,800 

68,227 

7,105 

--1!.Q. 
76,302 

37,084 

292,186 

9,156 
1,515 
1,007 
1,482 
1,733 

End 
Disposed pending 

51,551 6,854 
38,878 16,091 

3,751 662 
6,770 846 

100,950 24,453 

20,118 1,676 
6,706 228 

20,652 17,178g 
28,631, 16,182 
49,286 33,360g 

177 ,060 59,717g 

66,408 23,038g 

7,097 1,487 

~ --ill 
74,343 

38,145 

289,548 

Criminal dispositions 
Guil ty pleas ••••• 0 ••••• , ••••• 

Nolle prossed ••••••••••••••• 0 

ARD (rehabilitation program) • 
Rule 1100 ....... " ...... " ... 

25,064g 

4,859 

89,640g 

29,811 
10,090 
10,834 

784 

(continued on next page) 
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Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict, 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (deciSion). 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are BS reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data in the category: 
Civil under other civil includes trespass, assumpSit, equity, and miscellaneous civil cases that are counted when the case is placed at 

issue as ready for trial. 
Criminal under felony/alsdemeanor includes felonies, misdemeanors, and trial de novo for appeal. 
Miscellaneous appeals includp: crimhlal appeals from District Justice Courts and other miscellaneous court actions. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial data include only those cases in the other civil category. 

Source: Administrative Office of the P.ennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the ~"nual 
report except' that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT. PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 22 judges 
January I, 1976 to Decellber 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Small claims ••••...•..••••.•••••.•.•.•••.•• 0 •••• 0 •••••• ~ ••••••• 

Property right.: 
Landlord and tenant •. , f ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Code enforcement •••••••.•.•••••.••• ,. ..•.•••.••••••.••••.••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

6,041 

990 

~ 

10,570 

Criminal .•••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• t •••••••••• f 4,258 
Felony preliminary: 

Preliminary hearings 0........................................ ~ 
Total criminal 5,208 

Grand total 15,778 

Filed 

32,334 

14,243 

22,642 

69,219 

31,970 

~ 

43,904 

113,12J 

Criminal dispositionSlm 

Disposed 

32,936 

14,2i8 

22,824 

69,978 

32,237 

.-!.h!Q 
44,361, 

114,342 

Non-jury trialU 

Criminalm 
0 ••••••••••• 6,342 Guilty pleas ............ "."." 1,965 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NeSp. 

dCase definitio'n or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complai"1to 

Nolle prossed" .. " ............. 12,755 
ARD (rehabilitation program) .... 11 ,086 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). There are no jury trials in this court. 

gChange in pending docs not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data\ 
Criminal trials and criminal disposition types are only for misdemeanor ceses. 

llnd 
pending 

5,439 

1,015 

-1,1~ 

9,811 

3,6938 

----'!.E 
4,4508 

14,2618 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report and 1977 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics 
are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 



Civild: 
Law: 

PENNSYLVANIA DIS'rRICT JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

564 courts, 564 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civil complaints ....•••....••.....••....••....•.•.•....•••... N/A 

N/A 

--..ill...lli ~ 

Total civil 

Criminsld : 
Ordinance violations: 

Non-traffic citations ..................................... ' ..•. 
Felony preliminary: 

Misdemeanor/felony c.omplail1.tsj ••••••••••. 
Other criminal: 

Summary complaints •••••.••••.•.•••••••••••.••••••••••.•••.••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

N/t. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

151,672 

214,570 

102,041 

~ 

438,319 

142,612 

205,475 

103,792 

108,723 

417,990 

Total traffic N/A 1,105,175 J ,098,190 

Graud total N/A 1,695,166 1,658,792 

Non-jury trial d 
Civil ................................ 34,241 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 194,815 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 229,056 

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance violations and othe~ criminal: 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 193,812 
AcqUitted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 39,557 
Trial conviction.................... 28,012 
Substantive defective ......•••..•... 2,380 
Withdrawn........................... 42,513 

Felony pt'eliminary: 
Dismissed ....••..... ," ..• r ••••••• • ' • 

Bound over ..• ~ •..••....•........•... 
Preliminary hearing waived 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

24,442 
35,852 
18,551 

N/ A EI This case type is handled by the ~ourt, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase -1efinitiona 0, unit of count. 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Civil dispositions 
Settled ..•..........••.. ~""" 
Default judgment •.•••.•.•.••••. 
Withdrawn .••.••.••..•••..•.•••. 

Traffic dispositions 
Guilty plea ..•• "' .....•......... 
Acquitted •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trial conviction .••••.....•.••• 
Substantive defective ......•... 
Withdrawn ...••..••••..•••....•. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Misdemeanor/felony complaints include misdemeanor and felony preliminary cases. 

33,004 
62,707 
2,978 

878,696 
90,853 
36,393 
8,440 

48,277 

End 
.:..rmding 

..!Y.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

..!Y.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annunl 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 6 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Trafficd : 

Total traffic •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand to tal •..••..•.. ;, ..••..•...•..•..•...•...•.••.....•...•..••. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings inciic:ate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A .,. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of cOI).nt: 

Filed 

1,653,121 

1,653,121 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Disposed 

965,274 

965,274 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pen,lsylvania Courts, 1976 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals l.q\J'~ aeen computed where necessary. 

PITTSBURGH TRAFFIC MAGISTRATES, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of. limited jurisdiction 

COUf't; 6 magiotratc8 and 1 HotWing Court judge aerve 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for. cases handled by the P1.ttsburgh Traffic Maghltrates foe 1976. 
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Puerto Rico court system, 1976 

I 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews judgments and decisions 
of Court of First Instance*, and 
cases on appeal or review before 
the Superior Court. 

- Reviews rulings of the Registrar 
of Property and rulings of certain 
administrative agencies. 

u 

SUPERIOR COURT* (11) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $10,000, actions 

in connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorCe. 

- Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in District Court). 

- Cases concerning minors. 
- Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those reviewable 
by Supreme Court). 

Jury trials in criminal cases; non­
jury in criminal and civil. 

I • 

DISTRICT COURT* (38) 
98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000, except 

those matters in which cognizance is 
given to the Superior Court. 

- Certain misdemeanors and violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

No jury trials; non-jury in criminal 
and civil. 

I 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
25 judges 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations, summonses. 
- Probable cause hearings search 
warrants, summonses. warrants of 
imprisonment, warrants to 
release from jail, and bails. 

No trials. 

- Civil investigations, summonses. 
- Probable cause hearings, search 
warrants, summonses, warrants of 
imprisonment, warrants to release 
from jail, and bails. Violations 
of municip.31 ordinances. Accepts 
guilty pleas. 
No trials. 

* The Court of First Instance consists of two divisions: 
the Superior Court and the District Court. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 
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PUERTO. RICO SUPRl!KI! COURT 
Court of last resort 

'1 justices 
July I, 197!> to JUDE 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals, 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal ,. •.••••.••.••••••••••••••••••.•.•• j •••••••••••••••••• 

Agency appeals: 
Industrial Commission ••••••.•.•.••.•••.•..••••••••••••••••• 
Governmental ............................................... . 
Labor Relations Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Board of Electors ••••...••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••.••••••••••.••••••••...•• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other appeals: 
Dissolution of corporation •..••••.•••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••...••••••••••..••••...•.••••••••..••••••••.••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••.•.••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••• 
Mandamus •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••..••••••••.••• 
Quo warranto ••••.••••..••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••..••••••. 
Writ-of prohibition ....................................... . 
Certifications .•••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••.•• 
Professional conduct ••••• 00 ••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Bringing of charge ••••••••.•••• a 0 •••••••••••••••••• a •••••• " 

Total .••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••..•••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
RequestB to appeal: 

Certiorllr-! ••••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Certiorari >.,le 15.1 (a) ................................. .. 
Civil reviews •.•••.•.••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•.•••.•••••• 

Total ••••••...••• , ..•••••••••••..••••••••••••..•••••••.••••. 
Total other cases ••• , ••••.•.•.••••••.•••••••..•••••••.•••••••• 

.Beginning 
pending 

14 
5 

7 
4 
4 
3 

18 

5 
~ 

o 
1 
4 
o 
o 
9 
2 

16 

69 
7 

235 
311 

-m 

40 
186 

40 
9 

11. 
13 
73 

o 
299 

15 
17 
o 
2 
2 

12 
o 

48 

423 
8 

426 
857 

905 

Oisposed 

37 
36 

40 
11 
10 
15 
76 

13 
17 
o 
2 
2 
7 
2 

43 

419 
15 

497 
931 

-rn 

End 
pending 

17 
155 

7 
2 
5 
1 

15 

5 
---uz 

2 
1 
4 
o 
o 

14 
o 

21 

73 
o 

164 
237 

"258 

Total cases..................................................... 369 1,204 1,123 450 

Manner of dispositi·-o-n------------~Disposition of cases 
Opinion .............. 78 Affirmed ............. 61 
Per curiam .••••••.•.• 41 Reversed .••••••..•••• 200 
Without opinion ...... 1,004 Modified............. 93 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by NCSP. 

jExp1anation of data incl~ded in the category: 
Filed figures include new filingo and restored cases. 

Dismissed ............ 52 
Writ denied .......... 648 

Source; Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977)" Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PUERTO RICO SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 district., 89 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Civild , 
Law: 

Debt collections .••••••.•.••••....••••..••••••.••••••.•••••.• 
Wages ••••••••...•••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••.•••••.•• 

Total ......................................................... . 
Unclassified tort: 

Torts •••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contract executions .......................................... . 
Contract ratification •.•••• e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Note cancellation ..••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Specific performance to contract ............................. . 
Contract cancellations .0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ................ .. 

Action of nullification ...................................... . 
Affidavits revision •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••• 0 

Property rights: 
Property ..••••••••••.••••..•••••••••••••.•••••.••••••.•..•••. 
Transfer of farm title ....................................... . 
Claim of rights ............................ 0 ................. .. 

Expropriation •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••.•••••••.•••• 0 ••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 4O ••••••• 

no..estic relations: 
Divorce ••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••••• 

Other domestic relations ..................................... . 
Total •••••••••.••••••••••••• &.0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adain1stratlve: 
Taxes •.••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••.•••.•.••••••.•••••••••••. ,. 
Dissolution of corpo.ration or firm ........................... . 

Total •••.•.•••••..•• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• • ,. 

Other civil, 
Other special proceedingsj •••••.••••••••••••.••••...•••....•• 
License to bear arms •••.••.•..••••.•••••.•••••..•••••••..••.. 
Disability ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other actionsj ............................................... . 

Total ••••••.••••••.••••. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals ••••.••••• D ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs ............................................. . 

Total civil •••••.••••••.•••••••••••..••••.•••••..••••..•••••••• ~. 

Beginning 
pending 

3,687 
358 

4,045 

9,801 

28 
3 

129 
207 

91 
162 

1 
621 

4,419 
3 

170 
3,802 
8,394 

13,581 
5,684 

19,265 

225 
26 

251 

3,210 
3,733 

48 
2,253 
9,244 
(j) 
~ 

53,236 

334 

2,220 
116 

2,336 

3,755 

20 
1 

157 
93 
38 
64 
o 

373 

4,632 
2 

496 
8,483 

13,613 

19,707 
5,768 

25,475 

181 
8 

189 

830 
29,385 

48 
1,030 

31,293 
(j) 

1,442 

78,476 

Disposed 

3,107 
163 

3,270 

5,230 

25 
3 

159 
129 

62 
88 

1 
467 

4,735 
2 

359 
8,523 

13,619 

23,114 
6,481 

29,595 

158 
15 

173 

960 
28,979 

65 
1,281 

31,285 
(j) 

1,852 

Eridu,u 
pending 

2,800 
311 

3,111 

8,326 

23 
1 

127 
171 
67 

138 
o 

527 

. 4,316 
3 

307 
3,762 
8,388 

10,174 
4,971 

15,145 

248 
19 

267 

3,080 
4,139 

31 
2,002 
9,252 
(j) 

1,205 

85,491 46,221 
(Continued on next page) 

---------.....·-...--_________ n_ ...... ___ ~.n_ 

Puerto Rico Superior Court (continued) 

Criminsld 
Felony ••••••••••••••••..•••...•••.••••.••••..•••..••••••••••••• 
K1sde.eanor ••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••.•••. 
Felony preliminary, 

Preliminary'hearing •••.••.••••••••..•••.•••••••••..•••.•••.•• 
Appeals " ........................................................ . 

Total criminal 

Juveniled : 
Delinquency: 

Charges •••••..•••••.••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••.•.•••••.•••.•• 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

Grand total ....................................................... 

'.:!!!El. 

14,148 
11,653 

26,264 

2,474 

2,474 

81,974 

15,077 
10,394 

26,331 

~ 

6,215 

111,022 

14,361 
13,487 

904 
--.llL 
28,752 

5,830 

5,830 

120,073 

Civil dlllpositions 

CivllM ••••••• 

Tria1d 
Non-Jury 

6,099 
5,371 

11,470 

Total 
6,099 
5,998 

Settled ....................... . 
Criminal ••••• 627 

Total......... 627 

Cases disposed in 
less than 

3 ibonths 
Civil ~ 

leGS than 
1 month 

Criminal ••••• ~ 

1 to 6 
nonths 
1."'T6'3 

1~,097 

6 to 9 
months 
351l 

2 to 3 
months 
695 

Crltunal dispositions 
Guilty plea ................... . 
Trial conviction ••.•••.•••..•• 
Total conviction •••••.••••.••. 
Acquitted ••.••••.••..•••.•••.• 
DismiJ;sed ..................... . 
Transferred ••.•••..••••••..••• 
Probable cause found •••..•••.• 
No probable cause found •••••.• 

Time interval (months) 

10,306 
2,467 

12,773 
3,531 
9,066 
2,213 

300 
367 

9 to 12 12 to 18 18 to 24 24 months 
monthy months months and over 
~ ~ --4-2-- ---83---

Dismissed ••.••••••••.••••.•••• 
Transferred ................... . 
Uncontested ••••.•••••••••••••• 

3 to 4 4 to 5 5 to 6 6 to 9 
months months months months 
~ c;n-- 5ii3 1,116 

9 to 12 
months 

12 to 18 
months 

18 months 
and over -m- ---;;g:r- ~ 

4,296 
23,958 

1,924 
41,273 

11',869g 
8,555g 

419 

-ill 
23,843 

_2,859 

2,859 

72,923 

less than 
1 month 

1 to '! 
mont},~ 

2 to 3 
,12.:Jntns 
1,023 

3 to 4 
months 

4 to 5 
months 

5 to 6 
months 

6 to 7 
months 

7 to 10 
months 
--6-3--

10 to 13 
months 

13 to 19 19 to 25 25 months 
and over 

----45---Juvenilft; ---m-- T;42t' 4ii'l ~ ~ ---w-
Age of pending cases 

6 months 
and under 

Civil ....... ~ 
Criminal .... 8, 859 

6 months 
to 1 year 

7,740 
3,394 

1 to 2 
years 
7,620 
4,710 

2 to 3 
years 
4,813 
2,374 

f,o 4 

~:;Z: 
1,389 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

-- .. Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

4 to 5 
years 
2,055 
1,038 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of charges filed. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

5 to 
years 
1,157 

663 

gChange in pending does not equal the ciifference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened cases. 

6 to 7 
years 

805 
372 

-n-

7 years 
and over 
l,3OI 

625 

months 
--2-7--

months 
20 

Appeals ate included according to the case type. The number of appeals filed in each category was given, but the number of dispositions 
and pendings could not be separated. 

There were 147 civil appeals and 480 criminal appeals filed. 
Other special proceedings include declaration of heir, r..onfiscation, permission of law, and recovery. 
Other actions include declaration of private title, nullity of fraudulent trespass, and supplementary orders issued to impugn the document. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested cases concluded. 

Source: Office of Court ·Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. ,Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTO RICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 courts, 98 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Child: 
Law: 

Debt collections •.•....••••.••••...•....••••.•.••.••••..••••. 
Wages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •...•••.•••.•.•.•••...••••..••••.•••••..•••..•••...••.•.• 
Unclassified tort: 

Torts .••.•••••.••••••••••••••..•..•.••••••••••..••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Property .•••.••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••• a I •••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Family reI a tions ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••.•••• 

Adainis tratl ve: 
Taxes •••• II •••••••••• I •••••• I. "' ••••••••• I. I. I. II ••••• I •••••• 

Other c!ivil: 
Special proceedings .....•.....•....•...•••...•.•.•• " ...••.•.• 
Other •.•.......•.•...••...•••...•....••....••.......•.•...••. 

Total ••...••...•.•..••••...•......•...•••.•....•.••.•.•••..••• 

Total civil ~ ................................. ~ ................. . 
CriminalU; , 

Kisdemeanor: 
Criminal categories 

Ordinance viola tions: 
Infractions of municipal ordinances except traffic •.•••..•.•• 

Felony preliminary: 
Preliminary hearing .......................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total 

Clvilm .. ~; .. 

Triald 
Non-jury 

2,311 
Total 
2,311 

Criminal dispositions 
Misdemeanor. ordinance violations: 

Beginning 
pending 

18,721 
531 

19,252 

1,946 

370 

482 

1,343 
814 

...bill. 
24,215 

11,728 

263 

....hlli 
18,612 

21,755 

64,582 

Guil ty plea ....................... . 
Trial conviction ...••...•••...•.... 
Total convic tion .•.•.......•....••. 
Acquitted ...••...••....•..........• 
Dismissed •.•.••...••...•... ~ 
Transferred ..••..•••••.. 

15,208 
3,300 

18,508 
8,253 

17,219 
922 

Preliminary hearing: 
Probable cause found ••....•....••.. 
Acquitted ....•...•....•.•...•...... 
Nolle prosequi •...•....•.........•. 
Transferred to Superior Court •.•... 
Dismissed •..•...•..•..••.•.•..•••.. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- .... Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

11,097 
3,219 
2,987 

530 
1,333 

A civil ca<:>e is cl.'unted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case t:nit of count is the number of charges. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened cases. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested civil cases conc.luded by trial. 

33,426 
968 

34,394 

2,035 

561 

2,869 

11 

5,561 
1,266 
6,827 

46,697 

46,170 

840 

20,906 

67,916 

234,719 

349,332 

Disposed 

34,601 
879 

35,480 

2,056 

569 

2,586 

12 

5,305 
1,252 

~ 

47,260 

44,007 

895 

20,554 

65,456 

231,112 

343,828 

Civil dispOSitions 
Settled...................... 1,438 
Dismissed .................... 24,708 
Transferred •.....•....••...... 1,217 

Traffic dispOSitions 
Guilty plea ................ . 
Trial conviction .•....••.... 
Total conviction •.....•..... 
Acquitted ....••....•....••.. 
Dismissed •.........•.•...••. 
Transf.erred ..•••.•.•........ 

169,787 
2,727 

172,514 
6,991 

20,319 
31,288 

End 
pending 

17,546 
620 

18,166 

1,925 

362 

765 

1,599 
828 

-blli. 
23,652 

13,891 

208 

~ 

21,072 

25,362 

70,086 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
off~ce of court aci-,111nistration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTl\ RICO JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

%5 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony preliminary: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Probable cause .••••...•••••••.•.••••••••.•• 0................. ~ 
Total criminal •.• 0· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• N/A 

Grand total N/A 

Criminal dispositions 
No probable cause ....•.. , ••••... 
Referred to Superior Court 
Referred to District Court •••••. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges • 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

17,666 
12,818 
36,783 

Probable cause dispositions are determinations for both felony and misdemeanor cases. 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

6,166 

67,267j 

67,2.67 

73,433 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1975-1976 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico; 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony preliminary: 

PUERTO RICO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

25 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Probable cause •••.•.•.•• 0.................................... -.ll.11!:..... 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

N/A 

N/A 

Criminal dispositions 
No probable cause ...••...•••..... 
Referred to Superior Court 
Referred to District Court .•..•.• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: . 

Filed 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

2,779 
1,263 
5,127 

N/A 

Probable cause dispositions are determinations for both felony and misdemeanor cases. 

Disposed 

1,191 

~j 

9,169 

10,360 

End 
pending 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Office of Court Administration Annual Report 1975-1976 (llato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1977). Translation assistance was provided by the 
office of court administration. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Rhode Island court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final civil and criminal appellate jurisdiction. 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
17judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Appeals 

CIVil action: aver $5,000, equity, condemnations, 
naturalization. 
Extradition. Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
Zoning Board appeals. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 
Appeals de novo 

i. 
I 

....... !----- Certiororl ----.. -
DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Appeals 

FAMILY COURT (4) 
9judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Domestic relations, nonsupport, paternity. 
Adult crimes against juveniles. 
Juvenile delinquency, dependency, mental health, 
and traffic. 

Civil actions under $5,000, small claims under $500, 
mental health. Housing code violations. 
Violation offenses, misdemeanors, felony arraign­
ments. 
Administrative agency appeals. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, municipal ordinance violations, 

traffic. 
No jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 
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PROBATE COURT (39) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

General probate jurisdiction adult cases relating to 
Juveniles, non-support, paternity, adoption, and 
guardianship. 

- -------~--------------------------------------------------------~.~----------------

'. 

1 
,j 
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RIIODE ISLAND SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
October I, 1975 to September 30, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Civil ...................................................... 
Family Court ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Total •.•...•..•....••.•••.••••.••• , .•••.••••..••••.••••.•••. 
Criminal •. , •••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••• 
Agency appoals: 

Workmen I B compensation •.•••••••••.••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •.•.•••.••••.••...••.••..•. a I •••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Originsl proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ..••.•• 0 0 ••••••••• 0 ••• o ••• 0 0 0 0" o. 0 •••••••••• 0 

Bar discipl.inary .......................................... . 
Hiscellaneous petitions 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 ••• o. 

Total. 0 0 ••••••• 00 •• 0. 0 •••••••• 0 •• 00.0 ••• 0 •• 0.0 ••• 00 ••••• 0 ••• 0 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari .0 •••••• 0 •••••••• o. 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Total other cases .,. 0 ••••• 0" 0 ••••••••••••••••• o. 0 •••••• 0., o. 0 

Total cases • 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0" • 0 ••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Arbitrator appointments •••..•••..••••.•••..••••.•••••••••.•• 0 

Petitions on bar exams ••••••...•• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

355 

o 
o 

__ 0 

Manner of disposition 
I~ritten opinion .............. 153 
Dismissal/withdrawal ••••••••• 82 
Order of court •• 0 ••••••••••• 0 4 
Rule 16(g) granted........... 12 

Filed 

146 
35 

181 
61 

16 
--z5B 

31 
3 

14 
48 

105 -m 

411 

10 
1 

__ 1_1 

11 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X --x-

X 
X 
X 
X 

X --x-

319 

10 
1 

__ 1_1 

11 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X-

447 

0 
0 

__ 0 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1976 (PrOVidence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions have been made during verification by the office of the court 
administrator. 
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RHODF, ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 counties, 17 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civild : 
Other c1 vil: 

n.ginning 
pending 

Civil....... ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Miscellaneous petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Total......................................................... N/A 
Appeals: 

Probate appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total civil..................................................... N/A 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Indictments.................................................. N/A 
H.iademeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Appeals ................................................ "....... ~ 

Total criminal N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the clJJss!fications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ... This case type 1s handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 

hFigure was computed: 

Filed 

5,799 
882 

6,681 

__ 5_2 

6,733 

2,159 
708h 
~l 

3,277 

10,010 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Misdel.Jleanor filing figure was obtained by subtracting the number of appeals of District Court cases frCIa the total number of cases 
transferred to the Superior Court from the District Court. These misdemeanor cases are transferred to the Superior Court for jury trial. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Criminal appeals filing figure was obtained from District Court data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary. 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report 

RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 divisions, 13 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Kisdemeanori ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony preliminary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand tota1i 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

(i) 

N/A 

Filed 

19,964 

~ 

29,026 

22,365 

~ 

28,757 

(i) 

57,783i 

Disposed 

15.431~ 
~J 

21,750j 

22,081 
...§....lQ§. 

28,189 

(i) 

49,939i j 

Non-jury triald 
Civil ............... 2,947 

Crim.tnal (felony preliminary) disllositions 
probable cause found •••••••• 2,825 

Criminal ............ 9,420 No probable cause ••••••••••• 765 
Total ................ 12,367 Dismissal ................... 2,300 

At arraignment •••••••••••••• 218 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

(i) 

N/A 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Criminal trials include 
changed pleas. 

iData are not complete: 
Misdemeanor and grand total figures do not include motor vehicle violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the 

Department of Transportation. 
Traffic (motor vehicle) violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the Department of Transportation are not included. 
Traffic cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division are displayed as misdemeanors. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Civil law disposition figure was assumed to be the sum of trials and judgments after default. 
Small claims disposed were assumed to be the sum of small claims hearings, defaults, and settlements. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the office of 
the court administrator. 
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 counties, 9 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

C1vUd : 
Domestic relations: 

Absolute divorce ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bed and board ••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dispOSitions of above •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nonsupport of minor children ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bas tardy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

p~tern1ty .................................................. .. 
6;~:~e of name ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ......................................................... 
'fotal c1 vil 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Io·~ ••••••••••••• 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

Neglect of children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••• 
Neglect to send children to school 
Contributing to delinquency of a mi~~;························ 
Battered children (by father) ......... ::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••.•. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violations: 
Juvenile ....................................................... . 

Total traffic . .................................................. . 
Juvenile: 

Delinquency: 

De
llaYdward/del1nquent ......................................... .. 
pen ency and neglect: 
Dependency and neglect ......................................... . 
Diverted to Youth Diversionary Unit 
Battered/a~used children ........... :::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

o~~:;l J~~~;";'i~; ........................ to ...................... .. 

~~~!~ marriages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ...................................................... " 
T ~oltalj • "i'l' ................................................... . 

o a uven e .................................................. . 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.JY.!! 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classffications used by the N~SP 
N/A =- This case type is handled by the court, but the data are ~navailable 
-- = Not applicable. • 

dCnse definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of 'a petition or complaint. 

iD The criminal case unit of count is the nwnber of indictments or complaints 
ata are not complete: • 

Filed 

4,396 
331 

348 
4 
7 

14 
2 

13 

2..ill 
5,115 

4 
3 
3 
2 

--E 
12 

.22Z. 
697 

4,993 

269 
908 
71 

111 
1,348 

69 
26 
95 

6,436 

12,260 

Disposed End 
pending 

2,545 N/A 
39 N/A 

221 N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

2! 805i 
~ 

2,805i N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N7A N7A 

2,805i N/A 

Total domestic relat1.ons, total civil, and grand total disposed fi 
reported for abscl,,!te divorce and bed and board only. gures do not include all the reported case categories. DispOSitions were 

Source: 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary~ 1976 (Providence, Rhode Island). 
except that totals have bc~n computt:tl where necessary. 

RIIODE ISLAND MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts 
Janua.!'y 1. !976 to December 31, 1976 

Statistics are from the annual report 

There were no data avallable for cases handled i h 
independently by two cities. n t e Hunicipal Co,,·· for 1976. The Hunicipal Courts are local courts operated 

RHODE ISLAND PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

. 39 courts, 39 judges 
January 1, 1976 tu December 31, 1976 

There \'lere no data available for cases handled j,n the Probate Court for 1976. 
judges chosen and paid by each of the 39 cities and towns. The Probate Court function is handled by independent probate 
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South Carolina court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 jUstices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all cases 
originating in Circuit, Family, or 
County Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURT (16) 
25 judges 

. Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100 (may vary to $1,000). 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (except if heard in 

inferior courts). 
- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 
Jury trials. 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Family support, and protection. 
Adoption, divorce. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over 
delinquent, neglected, or 
abandoned children. 

COUNTY COURT (8) 
8 judges 

Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil actions under $7,000 (but 
may vary to $25,000), divorce, 
adoptions. 

- Some accept guilty pleas, some hear 
certain felonies. 

Jury trials. 

r-----------~---------------~ 

PROBATE COURT (46) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Estates, business of minors and 
incompetents, guardians, trustees, 
mental commitments. 

- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 
No jury trials. 

t' 'odl,"e, m"'e of .ppeal. 

, 

MAGISTRATES COURT 
(322) 
322 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $200 
(but may vary to $1,000). 

- Criminal with fine less than $200 or 
sentence less than 30 days. Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal Jurisdiction 
if there is a County Court. 

Jury trials. 
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CIVIL AND CRIMINAL 
COURT (11) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and equity under $1,000 (but 
may vary to $300,(00). 

- Some have limited criminal 
jurisdiction; others hear all but 
serious felonies (sentence less than 
10 years). 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (82) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 
criminal with fine less than $100 and 
sentence less than 30 days. 

Jury trials. 

! 

:1 

j 

I 

'. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA SUPRI!HE COURT 
Court of last resort 

S justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals. 

CivUj ..................................................... .. 
Criminalj: 

Criminal ••••.••••••••••• f) ..................... , ••••••••••••• 

Postconviction .•••••••••••.••••.•••••••.••••.•••• I ••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ............ I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings. 

Original proceedings •••••..••••••••.••.••••••.••...•••.•••• 
Habeas corpus ••.••.••••••••.• , .••••••.•••.••••• , •••• ,., •••• 
Disciplinary ..•.•••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Total ••••..•••••••••..•••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•.•.••••••• 

Beginning 
pel1ding 

98 

22 
2 

24 
"--TIr 

o 
o 
o 
o 

Requests to appeal .•.•••••••••.•.•••••••••••.••••.••••••••.•• 
Total other cases •••.•.•••••••.••••••.•••••••.•••..••••••••••• --0 

Total cases ••••••••••• I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 122 

Other proceedings: 
ReheaT.'ing requests .••••••.••••.•••.•..•.•••.••••.••.•.••• ~..... __ 0 

Total other proceedings .••••.••••••••••••..••••••.•.•••••••••••• 0 

Filed 

226 

162 
15 

177 
403 

3 
0 

10 
13 

----rr 

416 

--2l 
31 

Disposition of appeals 

Disposed 

178 

143 
13 

156 -m 

3 
0 
8 

11 

--1-1 

345 

--.1!. 
31 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion •••••••.•••••• 149 
Per curiam ••••••.••••••.•••.. 51 
Memorandum •••••.•••••.•••.••• 126 
Dismissal/Withdrawal ......... 19 

Affirmed ..................... 223 
Reversed..................... 18 
Reversed and remanded •.••••.• 38 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••• 13 
Remanded ••••••••..•••••..•••• 1 
Other ......... ............... 52 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank apace - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals include regular and Rule 29 appeals. 
Criminal appeals include regular il'f1.d "no merit" appeals. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Total civil 

SuUTH CAROLINA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 circuits, 25 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

22,215 

Criminald • 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

CrilninaU .................................................... 11,128 

Total criminalj ....•.••.•.••••...•.••••••..••.•.•••.•.••..•..••• 11,128 

Filed 

25,377 

28,548 

28,548 

Disposed 

32,214 

27,193 

27,193 

End 
pending 

146 

41 
4 

45 
-m 

0 
0 
2 
2 

--2 

193 

__ 0 

0 

-End 
pendins 

15,796g 

12,4158 

12,4158 --------------.-----------------------------
Grand totalj 

Triald 
Civil ..... ::-:-:7........ 795 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dCase defin~ tion or unit of count: 

33,343 

A civil case is counted with the £1l1.ng of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal csse unit of count is the number of indictmants. 

53,925 59,407 

Civil dispositions 
Settlement ••••.••••.••••.••••••• 1 ~ 916 
Voluntary 4ismissal ............. 5,922 
Involuntary dismissal/nonsuit ••• 1.,358 
Default •••••••••.••.••••• , •••.•. 4,870 
Transfer •••••.•••.•••••..••••••• 465 
Final order ••.•.••.•••.•••••••• , 7,.051 

A trial is cO\lntcd if the cnse is concluded by trial, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. 
SChange in pending docs not equal tho difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are os reported in the unpublished data. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

28,2118 

Criminal data for felony/misdemeanor, t.otal criminal, and grand total include the criminal cases handled in the County Court and Civil and 
Criminal Court. 

Source: Unpubli.R-hed data prOVided by the South Carolina court administration office and South Cnrolina office of the attorney general. 
Statistics are from unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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~oum CAROLINA COUNTY COURT AND CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 courts, 8 judges; 11 courts, 11 judges 
.January I, 1976 t.o December 31, 1976 

Total civl L 

Crimioalr.: 

Total' criminal 

Grand total 

Triald 
Civil 587 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
dense definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

15,183 

(k) 

15,183 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal csse unit of count is the number of indictments. 

Filed 

23,065 

(k) 

23,065 

Civil dispositions 
Settlement •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Voluntary dismissal ••••••••••••• 
Involuntary dismissal/nonsuit ••• 
Default ••••••• "," •••••••••••••••• 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Final order 

Disposed 

22,871 

(k) 

22,871 

1,287 
2,931 
1,086 
7,778 

296 
5,324 

A trial is counted if the case is concluded by trial, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the unpublished data. 
kAdditional information: 

Pending, filed, and disposed figures for total criminal are included in the criminal section of the Circuit: Court data chart. 

End 
pending 

14,406& 

(k) 

14,406& 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the South Carolina court administration office. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 20 judgesc 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Domestic relations: 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Legal separation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
t ... 'lnu1ment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Custody •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
All other categories ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency: 

Delinquency ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• ,.. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drug law ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Henta1 commi tment •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ha beas corpus ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other •• , ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total jU"Jeni1e 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface hend1ngs indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

9,850 

9,850 

__ X_ 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

X 

11,979 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

28,303 

28,303 

_X __ 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
.I: 

_X __ 

X 

42,245 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
cJudg~ information: 

Five judge positions were found to be unconstitutional, but were later reinstated. 
dease definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and diapositions. 

Figures are as reported in the unpublished data. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

7,348 X 
916 X 
156 X 

3,083 X 
7,678 X 
1,134 X 
4,466 X 

24.781 14,078& 

24,781 14,078& 

~ _X __ 

1,436 X 

3,132 X 
2,871 X 
2,987 X 

592 X 
9,582 X 

25 X 
22 X 

1,072 X 

~ _X_ 

10,701 X 

36,918 17,5728 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the South Carolina court administration office. Statistics were from the unpublished data except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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soum CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

322 courts. 322 magistrates 
January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Civild : 
Law: 

Civil ........................................................ 
Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Non-traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Fplony preliminary: 

Preliminary hearings •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• ••••••••• •••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• •• •• ••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••• 0 •••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

.Ji!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

94,758 

94,758 

52,283 

~ 

70,546 

10,419 

375,343 

385,762 

551,066 

Disposed 

87,272 

87,272 

X 

18,367 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

X 

541,985 

~ 

Triald 
Non-jury 

87,181 
433,781 
520,962 

Total 
87,272 

436,346 
523,618 

Crimioal (felony prelimioary) dispositions 
Preliminary hearing: 

Civil ................ 91 
Criminal and traffic. 2,565 

Total ................. 2,656 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSPo 

Bound over •••••••••••••••• 12,397 
Discharged................ 5,970 

N/ A = This case type ia handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

End 
pending 

.Ji!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

.Ji!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 
A trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury t and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. All cases not concluded by jury 

trial are considered non-jury trials. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the South Carolina court administrati.?n office. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limi ted jurisdiction 

46 courts 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

scum CAROLINA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

Janoory I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 



+ Indlcate~; route of appeal. 

South Dakota court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate jurisdiction. Original and 

remedial writs. 

.... -------~("'-------.... 

CIRCUIT COURT (9) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions, domestic relations, 

probate. 
· Felonies, misdemeanors. 
· Juvenile. 
Administrative appeals. 
Jury trials. 

LAWYER MAGISTRATES -
Division of Circuit Court 
10 full-time and 10 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil actions under $1,000. 

Small claims, mental health. 
· Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant, arrest 
warrant. Serve as coroner. 

Jury trials. 

LAY MAGISTRATES­
Division of Circuit Court 
32 magistrates and 65 clerk/magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil actions and small claims under 

$500 (uncontested). 
· Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and 

ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings, search warrant, arrest warrant. 
Serve as coroner. 

No jury trials. 

346 
" 

" 

I'·····:·i.!.I . .1 
;1' ~ 

'1 
:1 
'.1 

1 
;1 

I 
1 
j 

'1 

J 

I 
J 
1 
1 

1 
I 
1 

J 

J 

1 
I 

SOUTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

-------------------------------------------------.u'-----~B"~g~i~nn~1~n~g------------------------------------------------~End~---

pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Total appeals •..••.•...•.• ~ ..• ~ ........ "........................ ~fh 255 (4)" 

Other cases: 
Original procedings: 

Habeas corpus ............................................... N/A 
Mandamus ................................................... N/ A 
Prohibition................................................ N/A 
Bail •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Writs...................................................... N/A 
Certificate of probable cause ••••••••••••••••••••••• "...... Nt A 
Execution stay............................................. N/A 
Attorney suspension .••.••.•..••.•..•..••..•.••..•.•••.• o. 0 0 N/A 

Total....................................................... N/A 
Requests to appeal: 

Petition for allowance of appeal. 00 •• 00. 0.' .••..• 0 .•..•. 0.0 N/A 
Total other cases .0, 0 0.00 •. o. eO. 0 ••..•. 0 •...•... ~"" 0 ••• 0 •• 0. -wA 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1 
15 

24 
-3-9--

Total cases ., 0" 0" o. 0 ••. o. ~ ••.. 000 •••• 0" 0 ••••••••••• 0......... 234 f1 294 (4)" 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .•••.•..• 0 ...... 0 .•...... 0.................... __ 2h 

Total other proceedings .•. 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• o. 0 •••••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Opinion ..•• 152m 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This ca&e type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

_2_3 __ 

23 

Disposition of appeals 
Remanded 0 ........... 0.......... 1 
Orders dismissing appeals .•..•. 70 

X = The dilta for this case type are known to be included in th~ total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

1 
2 
5 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 

18 

18 (4)" 
"36 (4)" 

259 (4)" 

_2_2 __ 

22 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
---zm 

2701 

___ 3 

Petitions for allowance of appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 
appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
iOata are not complete: 

Total cases pending do not include original proceedings and requests to appeal. 
mCatp..gories for disposition type or trial data: 

There were 152 cases disposed l,y 131 opinions. 

Sautee: Clerk, Supreme Cout't, monthly "Business of the Court" statia::tcal reports (unp~bl1.;9hed). Calendar year totals were computed from 
monthly reports. Statistics are from the monthly reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTII DAKOTA CIRCUIT COURT1 
Court of general juri sd1ction 

9 ci~ou1ts, 36 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civlld , 
Law: 

Civil judgement ............................................. . 
Soaall claims ................................................. .. 
no.estic relations: 

Div~rce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................. · •. · ••• • • 
Probate: 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

1',565 
9,296 

2,405 
507 

2,912 

47 Contested probate ••••••••.•••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Mental health ................................................. . 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A ~ 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald , 
Felony ....................................................... .. 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •..••.•••.•••.•••.•••..••.••...•.••.•.•..••..•...• 

Juvenile; 
Delinquency ..................................................... . 
Dependency and neglect •••• I I I I • I I •• I •••••• I • I •••• I • I I •••••••• I • 

Status offe,ues: 
Child ia need of supervision 1.1 ••••••••• 1·1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ••.••..• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total .•.•••.••..•••.. I I •• "" ••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••• 

Triald 

.:!!!!x. Non-jury 
C1vllm .... ".. III 489 
Criminal •••••• 281 633-

Total.......... 392 1,122 

Tote! 
----wo 

914 
1,514 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

3,465 
86 

~ 

4,210 

4,210i 

Crim1.nal dispositions 
Guilty plea ................... . 
Trial conviction ...•••..•.....• 
Acquitted ...•••.••..••......•.. 
Dismissal .•...••.. I •••••••••• I. 
At preliminary hearing •••.•..•• 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

17,439 

2,556 
10,722 

13,278 

3,337 
N/A 

..-ill 
3,972i 

34,689 i 

8,623 
726 
188 

1,828 
1,913 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
iData are not complete: 

Circuit Court figures do not include data for the Lay Magistrates or Lawyer Magistrates Division of the Circuit Court. 
Total juvenile and grand total disposition figures do not include dependency and neglect dispositions. 
Grand total filed figure includes juvenile filings only. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial data include only trials in civil judgment cases. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Court Administrator's Office, "Combined 1975-1976 Judicial Annual Report" (unpublished). Statistics are from this unpublished report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

348 

Tennessee court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Constitutional issues, workmen's compensation, and 

state revenue appeals. 
· Constitutionality of a statute or ordinance. 
· Review of other appeal court decisions. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
(3) 

Workmen's compensation. 9 judges 
Jurisdiction: . Hears only civil appeals. All civil 

except those tD Supreme Court. . Hears only criminal appeals. Cases 
under post'conviction procedure act, 
felonies, misdemeanors. 

CHANCERY 
COURT (19) 

LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT (5) 

CIRCUIT 
COURT (27) 
55 judges 27 chancellors 

Jurisdiction: 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

. Equity cases over $50, 
divorce, adoption, and 
civil cases (except 
tort). 

. Law and equity cases 
over $50. 

. Contracts and demands 
over $50 ($3,000 for 
some counties), 
divorce, landlord and 
tenant, adoption, 
equity, chancery. 

Appeals de novo. 

PROBATE 
COURT (7) 
2 judges, 

1 county judge, 5 
general session 
judges serve 

Jurisdiction: 
. Adminstration of 

estates, probate of 
wills, guardianship. 

No jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY 
COURT (95) 
81 judges. 
20 county chairmen 

Jurisdiction: 
. Probate,administra· 

tlon of estates, 
guardianship . 

. Juvenile (if no 
Juvenile Court). 

No jury trials. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (16) 
6 juvenile, 7 general 
session,1 trial justice, 
and 2 county judges 
serve. 
Jurisdiction: 
. Adults contributing 

to delinquency of 
minor. 

. Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
192 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. City ordinance 

violations (fine less 
than $50, sentence 
less than 30 days). 

No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (2) 
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil action under $3,000. 
. Misdemeanors (fine less than $50, 

sentence less than 1 year). 
No jury trial. 
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CRIMINAL 
COURT (12) 
25 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
. Felonies, 

misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

GENERAL 
SESSIONS 
COURT (93) 
70 full·time and 44 

part·time judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under 
$3,000, landlord and 
tenant. Recovery of 
personal property to 

$7,500. Equity cases 
under $750. Some 
courts hear divorce, 
workmen's compen­
sation. 

- Misdemeanors (fine 
less than $50, 
sentence less than 
1 year), felony pre­
liminaries. 

• Some courts hear 
juvenile. 

No jury trial. 

<i 

.i 
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TKHNESSEE SUPRElIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases; 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals .••.•.•.••••.••.•••••••.•••..•••••.••••.•••••.••. 

Other cases: 
RequestB to appeal: 

Certiorari: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ".' ••••••• 

Total ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••..•••••.••..•••••••.•..•••••.•.•••••.••••.• 

Total cases .•.• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 244 
Transferred .••••.••••..•••.. 33 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Filed Disposed 

104 (x)e X 
128 (X)e X 
232 (x)e X 

X 
~ 

14 (X)e 
246 (81)e 

258 N/A (X)e 
393 N/A (X)e 
651 N/A (81)e 
~ N/ A (81)e 

897 (81)e 308 (81)ei 

Disposi tion of appeals 

Dismissed ....••...••••.••••• 
Remanded •.••.•..••••..••••. j. 

20 
11 

X '"' The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
N/A ~ This esse type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Petitions for certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. These· 
granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases disposed do not include requests to appeal. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE COURT OF APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisiona, 9 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

End Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law •••••••••.•••••••••.•••..•••..••.••••..•••.•••.•••..•••. N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

368 X N/A 
323 X N/A 

3 X N/A 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate •••••••••••••.••••••••..•••..••••••..••••••••.••.••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••..••.•••.••••••••••••.•.••..••.••••..• N7A ---m- --"6sif N7A 
Other cases: 

Requests to appeal •••••••.•••.••••.•••.••••••••..•••.••.•.••. 
Total other cases •..••••..••.••••.••••.••••••..•..••••.•••..•. 

Total cases •••.•••.•••••••••.••••••••.•••.•••.••...•••••••.••••• 

Hanner of disposition 
Opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 595 
Transferred .••.•.•.••••.•• 18 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 694 688 

.Disposition of appeals 
Dismissed ••••.•••..•...••... 71 
Remanded.................... 8 

Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

SCourt jurisdiction: 
This court has civil jurisdicticn OHll. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALSa 
Inte.rmedlate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
January I, 1976 to Deceaber 31, 1976 

------------------.r.------------------------------------.,Be~g~ir.n~n~i~n:g------------~~~------------~~----~--------~-~ 
Filed Disposed __________________________________________________________ ~p~e~n~di~n~gL____________________________________________________ pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ..••••••••..••..••••••••••.••..•••.•••.•••..••.•• 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal .••.••••••..•.••.••..•..•.••.•••.•..•••.••• 

Total other cases .••..••.•••••...•.•.•.•.••••••••.••..••••.•.• 

Total cases '" I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

636 
--rn 

636 730 

Drapos! tian of appeals 
Opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred ••.•••••..•••••••••• 

704 
1 

Dismissed .,.................... 25 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
Nt A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

SCourt juriSGlctJ.UU: 
This court has criminal jurisdiction only. 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE CIRCUIT COURT AND CRlHlllAl COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

27 circuits, 55 judgesc ; 12 cirCuits, 25 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Auto tort ...................................................... 
Non-auto tort ••••.••.•••••••••••••.••.•.•.••.•••••.•••••••••.•. 
Property rights', 

Condemnations •..••.••••••.••.••.••.•••.••••••.••••••.••••..•• 
Do.estic relations: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

x 
Divorce ••••.••.••.••••••.•••••.•••.••.••.••..••.•••••.•••.... X 
Petitions ..••.•...••••.••.••..••.••.••.••.••••••.••..•..••.•• X 
Adoptions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,........ X 

Total......................................................... X 
Adalnistrative: 

Workmen's compensation ••••••••..••••.•••••••••.•.••.•••.••••• X 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous .••.••.•••.•••.••••..•••••.••.••.••.•.•.•.•••.•• ___ X __ _ 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald , 

Felony ••.••••••.•••••••••.•.•••.•••••..•.••••••.••••••.•.••..•• 
Misdemeanor ..•.••••••.••.••.••.•••••..•.•••.•••.•••••.••.•...•• 

Total criminal .•••.••••••.••••.•..•..••.•••••.•••.••.••.•••••••• 

Grand total •••.••.••••••..•••••.••.••.••.•••.•.••.••.••.••••••••• 

Civil 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

29,642fh 

13,183fh 

--hl€2.fh 

16,943fh 

46,585fh 

Jury triald 

2,532 

Filed 

6,656 
4,969 

537 

18,550 
7,403 

818 
26,771 

2,512 

-.-hill. 
47,357 

22,001 

~ 

29,609 

76,966 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 
The circuit judges also hear chancery cases in the 11 counties with no Chancery Court. 

dCase definition or unit of countt 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the Jury is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was comp\\ted: 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

Disposed 

6,308 
5,465 

891 

19,754 
5,938 

774 
26,466 

2,505 

-.2....lli. 
47,321 

22,894 
--.l..dQi 

30,298 

7',619 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

__ X_ 

29,678 

12,290 

~ 

16,254 

45,932 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statiscics are from the annual report 
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TENNESSEE LAW AND EQUITY COURTb 
Court of general jurisdiction 

5 courts, 5 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Auto tort .0 •••• I ••• II •••• I •••• "' 11 •• ' ••• 1 ••• I ••••••••••••• 0.1. 

Non-auto tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Partitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• & •• ., •• 

Land .1 I ••••• 11.11 •••••••••••••••••••• ,. ,'" II •••••• I ••••••••• 

Condemnations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• ••••• • 

Domestic relations: 
Divorce ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• 
Petitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• • •••• 
Probate: 

Conservatorship and probate •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Acbdnistrative: 

Workmen I s compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Hlscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pendj.ng 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

3,128fh 

3,128fh 

Jury triald 

Civil ................. 96 

Boldface h~adings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

343 
195 
177 

181 
44 
34 

259 

2,120 
635 
191 

2,946 

170 

238 

--1.!1 
4,847 

4,847 

X • The d{'ta for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
Data for separate Equity Courts in Dyer and Gibson Counties are included. 

dCa"3e definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

fneginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

Disposed 

341 
189 
144 

180 
51 
26 

257 

2,159 
599 
171 

2,929 

135 

223 

4,541 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

x 

x 

3,434 

3,434 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics al:e from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE CHANCERY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

19 chancery divisions, 27 chancellorsc 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Land cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Partitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate: 

Conservatorship and probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adatinistrative: 

Workmen t s compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

17,110fh 

17,110fh 

Filed 

3,266 

1,092 
517 

1,609 

14,056 
2,622 
1,362 

18,040 

1,306 

1,972 

~ 

30,998 

30,998 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Circuit judges hear chancery cascs in 11 counties with no Chancery Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was computed from filed. disposed, and end pending data. 

Disposed End 
pending 

3.762 X 

858 X 
475 X 

1,333 X 

13,262 X 
2,666 X 
1,421 X 

17,349 X 

1,186 X 

1,913 X 

~ 
__ X _ 

30,291 l? ,317 

30,291 17,817 

Source: Executive Secretary. Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1976 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the ennual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

7 courts; 2 judges, 1 county judge, and 5 general sessions judges serve 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1976. 

TENNESSEE COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

9S counties; 81 judges, and 20 county chairmen 
. January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for 1976. 

TENNESSEE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts; 6 juvenile judges, 7 generals session judges, 1 trial justice, and 2 county judi;:cS serve 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Juvenile Court for 19761 

TENNESSEE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

93 counties; 70 full-time and 44 part-time judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the General Sessions Court for 1976. 

TENNESSEE JUSTICE OF TRE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
2 courts, 2 justic.es of peace 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1976. 

TENNESSEE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

192 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 
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Texas court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and 
juvenile cases. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS (14) 
42 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil appeals. 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
COURT (26) 
26 judges 

t 
Crin;l,inal 

Jurisdiction: 
· Domestic relations matters. DISTRICT COURT (220) 

220 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRlii11NAL APPEALS 
5 judges, 2 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

cases. 

h 

CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (10) 
10 judges 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
5 judges 

• Civil actions over $500, divorce, 
titie to land, contested elections, 
probate. 

Jurisdiction: 
• Felonies. 

Jurisdiction: 
· Juvenile matters. 

· Felonies. 
· Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo in probate. 
Jury trials. 

....... pr!te PROBATE COURT (7) 
7 judges ~~-.. --------~ .. --------~ - . Criminal 

Jurisdiction: 
• Probate matters. 

• 
CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY 
COURT (254) 
254 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $200, and under $1,000. 
. Exclusive jurisdiction of misdemeanors 

with fine greater than $200 or jail 
sentence except where there Is Criminal 
District Court. 

Appeals de novo. 
Slx·man jury trial. 

• 
• 

MUNICIPAL COURT (::::1,000)* 
::::1,000 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations. Misdemeanors with 
fine less than $200. 

Jury trials. 

Civil 

COUNTY COURT AT LAW (85) 
85 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $5,000. Varied 

limited jurisdiction over civil. 
. Varied limited jurisdiction over criminal. 
Appeals qe novo. 
Six·man jury trial. 

• JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT (::::900)* 
::::900 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $200. 
. Criminal cases with fine less than $200. 

Preliminary hearings. 
Jury trials. 

.l 'Some Municipal and Justice of the Peace Courts may appeal to the District Court. 

T Indicates route of appeal. 
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TEXAS SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ..• ~ .. :) •••.•.....••.••••.•.••••••...... • ,.,.............. 26 
Total "ppeal~ ....................................... ,......... -z6 

Other cases: 
Origioal proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ••.••••• ~ • • • . . • • . • • • . • . • . • • . . • . • . • • • • • . . • . . . • • 0 
Handamus (civil) ........................................... 2 
Handamus (criminal) ........................................ 30 

Total....................................................... 32 
Requests to appeal: 

Writ of error •••.••••••••••••.•..••••••••••••..•.•••••••••• 96 
Total other cases .•••••.••••.•••••..•.....•••.••••..•.•.•••••• -na 

Total cases ..................................................... . 154 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requestsj 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous motions .••••...•••••.•.•.••••.•••.....••..•••.• 

Total other proceedings ......................................... . 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion......... 108m 
Per curiam ..•..••••••.•• 7 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases only. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

18 

18 

Filed 

11 
86 

171 
268 

693 
9TI 

1,072 

298 

Disposed 

107 
-----wY 

11 
84 

152 
247 

667 
-wi 

1,021 

302 

--1.§. 

338 

Disp!Jsition. of appeals 
Affirmed ................................. . 
Affirmed judgment of trial court ••••••••. 
Reversed ................................... . 
Reversed and remanded ...•...••••.•.•••.•.• 
Dismissed ................................. . 

24 
16 
15 
24 
12 

Rehearing requests include motions for rehearing. of causes, motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error, and motions for 
rehearing of motions for leave to file petition. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Written opinions include dissents and concurrences. 

End 
pending 

30 
~ 

0 
4 

49 
53 

122 
--m 

20$ 

14 

14 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALsa 
Court of last resort 

.s judges.. 2 commissioners 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed Dis posed End :-------__________________________________________________ ~p~e~n~di~n~gL_ ______________________________ ~~~~ _____________ p~e~n~ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal: 
Criminal ................................................... 
Reinstated criminal ..•..••.•..••••.••...•.••...•••.•..•.••. 

Total •....••••.•... I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ...•.•••..•.•••••..•.••...•••••..•......••• 

Total other cases ••...••••..•.•••••..•••..•..••..•.••.•..•••.. 

Total cases •.•..••.•••...•.••.•.••..•...•.••.•.•..•...•••.•••••. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••.•.•••. 55Sm 
Per curiam .•••••........ 1,619 

27 

-zr 

723 

__ 0 

o 

2,458 
88 

2,546 
2,546 

1,156 

1,156 

3,702 

--22.2. 
299 

X 
X 

2,167 
2,167 

1,092 

1,092 

3,259 

--22.2. 
299 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ., ....•••....••...•..••••...•.•.. 
Reformed and affirmed •..•.•.••.•.•••..... 
Dismissed •...•.•••....•.•••.••••.•...•.•• 
Reversed and remanded .••......•.••..•.... 
Reversed •.•.••..•..•.....•..••.•.•....•.• 
Remanded ....•.•.•....•......•.•...•...•.• 
Abated .................................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- a Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resort for criminal cases only. 

hfigure was computed: 

1,646 
43 

171 
109 

26 
8 

121 

x 
X 

1,075 
1,075 

1,166 

__ 0 

o 

End pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. There were 64 of the 91 habeas corpus petitions under 
consideration at year end. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Written opinions include dissents and concurrences. 

Source: Texas Judicial CounCil, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: Nay, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

TEXAS COURTS OF C1VIL APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

14 <Ii visie,"s, 42 judges 
.January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginn1ng 
pending 

T~~~~l a~~~~i; . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :~ ~ 
Other cases! 

OTiginal proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ••...•..•••.••••.....•.•..••...••.•.••...•• 

Total other cases ••••••...••..••.•..••••.•.•.••.••.••.••....•. 

Total cases ..................................................... at. 7 

Disposition of appeals 

Filed 

1,824 
1,824 

1,824 

Disposed 

.Ll!l 
1,717 

1,717 

Time interval (average months) 
Hanner of disposition 

Written opinion ..... eo .. ' I,/180m 
Per curiam ..•••..•.....• 82 ~!!!~::~ ;~d' ;~~d;;~d'::::::::::::::::::::: 751 

139 
257 

Filing to disposition ................ .. 

Reversed and remanded ••.•..•••.•.••..•.•.. 
Modified and affirmed .................... . 
Partially affirmed ....................... . 
Dismissed •...•.•..•••.••••.••••••.••.•.••. 

41 
79 

277 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case mayor may not be handled by the court. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

The Courts of Civil Appeals have civil jurisdiction only. 

Age of pending cases 
Under 6 months .......... 782 
6+ to 12 months......... 179 
Over 12 months .......... 17 

End 
pending 

5.5 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as repor~ad in the annual report. There were 24 rehearings reported by the office of the court administrator 8S being granted 

and counted as raW' cascti. 
mCategories for dispOSition type or trial data: 

Wei tten opinions include dissents and concurrences. 

Source: Texas JUdicial CounCil, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: Nay, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS DIS'j.'RlCT COURT, CRIMINAL Dl~','RlCT COU"T, 
DOMES'rIC RELATIONS COURT, AND JUVENILE COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
261 courts, 261 judges 

January I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

CivUd : 
Auto tort: 

Perdonsl injury ............................................. .. 
Doaestlc relations: 

~ivorce ••••••••• ., ••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••••• 
Al'\nulment .................................................... . 
Nonadversary j •••••.•••..••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••• 

Total •••••••• " ••••.••.••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adainistrative: 

Workmen 1 s compensation. t •••• f t. t ••• f ••••• t ••••••• f ••••••••••• 

Tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .......................................................... . 

Other civil ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••• 
Extraordinary writs: 

Habeas corpus ..••.•••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••.••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal categories •••••••.••.•••. ;; ••.•••••••.••• ~ ••••••••••• 
Kl'sdC::meanor ••••.•••• ~ ••.••.•.•.••••••••.•••••••.•••••••••.••••• 
Other criminal: 

Contempt, extradition ••••••.•••••••.••••.•••••.•••.••..•••••. 
Bond forfeitures .•••..••••••..•••.••••.•••••••••••••.•..••..• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Extraordinary write, 

Postconviction habeas corpus •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••.•.•••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••.••.•••••••.• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offenses: 
Child tn need of supervision ••••••••.••.•.•.•.••.••.•••.•.••• 

Other juvenile ••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••. ~ ..................... . 

Total juvenile •••••.••••••••••••.••••.••••.••••••••••.•..••••••• 

Grand total ••••.••.•••••.•••••••.••••••••••.••.••.•••••••.•.••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

26,151 

72,201 
798 

9,356 
82,355 

6,049 
55,502 
61,551 
99,268 

57,284 
4,995 

466 
5,573 
6,039 

68,812 

x 

5,ns 

344,282 

17,540 

118,017 
1,667 

18,863 
138,547 

7,719 
22,822 
30,541 
81,381 

~ 

272,601 

~4, 701 

0,053 

1,090 
5,162 
6,252 

--1.d!1. 
78,317 

8,280 

1,022 
~ 

11,031 

361,949 

Disposed 

15,220 

114,631 
1,608 

18,412 
134,651 

6,108 
19,432 
25,540 
70,921 

66,057 
5,573 

864 
3,818 
4,682 

~ 

77 ,370 

x 

X 
__ X_ 

11,411 

339,336 

Triald 

Non-jury 
125,997 
40,354 

6,295 
172,646 

Directed 
verdlctj 

Civil dispositions 
Default judgment ••••••••• ~ •.•.••.•.•• 

Civil ......... 
Criminal •••••• 
Juvenile •••••• 

Total •• , ••••.•• 

d.!!!X. 
3,473 
3,363 

147 
6,983 

----m-
37 
91 

743 

Total 
130,085 
43,754 

6,533 
180,372 

Criminal dispositions 

Agreed judgment ..................... . 
Complete 8umma~y judgment •••••.••.•.• 
Dismissed for want of prosecution ..•• 
Dismissed by plaintiff ••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea ............................. 39,970 
Total convictionsj ...................... 49,001 
Acquittal............................... 784 
Transfer •••••.••••.••••.•••..•.•••••..•. 1,425 
Dismissal ............................... 26,897 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

15,079 
19,826 
2,091 

37,249 
35,900 

End 
pending 

28,471 

75,587 
857 

9,807 
86,251 

7,660 
58,892 
66,552 

109,728 

~ 

292,188 

55,928 
5,475 

692 
6,917 
7,609 

--1!!1. 
69,759 

X 

X 
__ X_ 

4,948 

366,895 

A non-jury trial io counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas are counted as 
trials. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include new cases filed and other cases reaching docket. 
Do.eatie relations "nonadversary" category includes adoptions. change of name, occupational drivers I licenses, dependent and neglected 

children decisions, and removal of disability of minority. 
Directed verdict CBses are counted as jury trials on the charts in Par" I of this report. 
Total convictions include felony convictions and lesser offense convictions. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (AuBtin, Texas: Nay, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW, CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY .::oURT, AND PROBATE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

85 courts, 85 judges; 254 courts, 254 judges; 7 courts, 7 judges 
~anuary I, 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Other civil .................................................. 
Auto tort: 

Auto damage ••••••••.•.•..••.••...••••...•. 0 •• 0 ••••••• j ~ •••••• 

Contract; 
Suit on debt ............................................... .. 

Property rightB: 

Beginning 
pending 

57,863 

13,441 

38,(\73 

Condemnation ••••••.•..•..••••••..•...•••••..••.•••••.......•. 1,978 
Probate ........................................................ ~ 

Total civili .................................................. .. 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Worthless checks •.•.•••.......••.••••..•.•.•......••••••..••• 
Marijuana .••.....•.•.•.•......•..•••..••.••..•..•••••••...••• 
Other criminal .••.•...•..••••••....••..•.. 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 

TotalJ ....................................................... . 
Appeals ....................................................... . 

Total criminal •.......•......•. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated •••••.•••.•••.... 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Total traffic ..••••... 0 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 00 •••••• 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ....................... 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••• o. 0 ••••••••• o. 
Status offenses: 

Child in need of supervision .••••.. 0 ••••••• 00 •••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile .................................................. o. 

Grand totali 

Civil ......... .. 
Criminal ...... .. 
Traffic ........ . 

Total ...•...•.. o. 

~ 
1,040 
1,137 

590 
2,767 

Triald 

Non-jury 
2,740 
1,866 

643 
5,249 

Total 
3,780 
3,003 
1,233 
8,016 

Criminal dispositions 

111,355i 

64,285 
10,039 
82,435 

156,759 

--.i.lL 
156,759 

42,399 

42,399 

x 

__ x_ 

1,090 

311,603i 

Guilty/nolo contendere plea .•. eo eo eo 64,059 
Trial convictions ..••••. 0 .... 0...... 1,676 
Acquittal........................... 1,218 
Dismissal........................... 67,076 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A "'" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

41,756 

8,884 

25,112 

359 
54,925 

131,036 

30,687 
23,629 
75,325 

129,641j 
38,782j 

168,423 

69,222, • 

69,222 

1,131 

1,296 

369,977 

llisposed 

40,960 

8,154 

23,32E 

499 
~ 

72,939i 

27,228 
21,300 
96,988 

145,516 
--.i.lL 
145,516 

66,698 

66,698 

x 

__ x _ 

1,262 

286,415i 

Civil dispositions 
Dismissal .0 ........................ .. 
Default or agreed judgments ••.•• 0 ••• 

Traffic dispositions 
PIca of guilty/nolo contendere ••••••• 
Tr Lal convictions ••••••••.••. 0 ••••••• 

Io...:.quittal ••••..•.•••.•..••••••..••••• 
Dismissal ••••.....•••.••.•••••••••••• 

X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit: of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fil1.ng of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or complaint. 
A trial is counted if it is tried to verdict or decision. 

iData are not complete: 

End 
pending 

58,659 

14,171 

39,859 

1,838 
~ 

114,527i 

67,797 
12,368 
99,501 

179,666 
--.i.lL 
179,666 

44,923 

44,923 

x 
__ x _ 

1,124 

340,240i 

31,605 
35,500 

54,602 
855 
487 

9,503 

In the calendar year 1976, clerks in 242 counties reported data for all 12 months, 3 others reported fewer than 12 months· actiVities, and 9 
submitted no reports at all. On a statewide basis 2,923 reports were received out of a possible 3,048 for the 12-month period. 

Total civil and grand total dispOSition and pending figures do not include probate cases. Filings are for all categories. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Misdemeanor totals include appeal dispositions and pending cases. Appeal filings are separated from the misdemeanor cases. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council) 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS HUNICIPAL COURT! 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
I::J 1.000 .eourts,%l,OOO judges 

January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Criminald : 
IUsde.eanor: 

Non-traffic 

Total criminalk 

Traffic: 
Parlting ....................................................... . 
Otber traffic violations •••.•••....••••.••••••.••••••••..•••.•. 

Total traffic •••.••••••••••••••.•••••.•.•••••..••••••.••••••...• 

Grand total ............................................... 0 •••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

435,360 

435,360 

2,401,179 
2,121,974 

4,523,153 

4,958,513 

~ 
Criminal ..... 550 
Traffic. ...... 1,851 

Total ......... 2,401 

Triald 

Non-jury 
60,735 

188,752 
249,487 

Total 
61,285 

190,603 
251,888 

Criminal dispositions 
Trial convictions .... 43,205 
Acquittal........... 18,080 
Dismissal........... 40,156 
Bond forfeitures 79,058 
Payments of fine ••.• 1BO,451 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ... This case type is ha!ldled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted if it is tried to verdict or decision. 

iData are not complete: 
Data reported here represent 2,064 Municipal Court reports out of a possible 2,568. 

kAdditional information: 
There werE 3,369 felony complaints accepted and 60 examining trials conducted. 

Disposed 

1,178,152 
2,068,481 

3,246,633 

3,607,583 

Traffic dispositions 
Trial convictions. 130,051 
Acquittal ......... 60,552 
Dismissal......... 304,548 
Bond forfeitures 243,640 
Payments of fine .. 1,329,690 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Austin, Texas: May, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

Civild : 
Law: 

TEXAS JUSTICE OF TIlE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
~ 900 courts, ,.:d 900 judges 

January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil ....................................................... . 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Mis demeanor: 

Non-traffic •..••••... 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• .JY.L 
Total criminal ..•..•••••..•• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Traffic: 

Total trafflc •.•••••. 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Filed 

153,537 

153,537 

245,010 

245,010 

918,076 

Disposedi 

123,282 

123,282 

159,483 

159,483 

825,442 

Grand total ••..••••••••...•••••.•.• 00 •• 0 ••••• 3 ••••••••• ~......... N/ A 1,316,623 1,108,207 

Civil ........ 
1:r1lrlnal ••••• 
Traffic ...... 

Total •••..•••. 

~ 
529 
523 

2,154 
3,206 

Triald 
Non-jury 

39,819 
28,819 
81,612 

150,250 

Total 
40,348 
29,342 
83,766 

153,456 

Criminal dispositions 
Trial convic tions 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Acquittal .....••••.•••.••.•••••..•. 
Dismissal .• 0 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Bond forfeitures •••••••.•• 0 •••••••• 

Payments of fine ••••.•••••••.•••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

26,653 
2,689 

26,377 
3,272 

100,492 

N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted if it is tried to verdict or decision. 

iData are not complete: 

Civil dispositions 
Settlement .0 •••• 0 ••• 0 49,554 
Dismissal ............ 33,380 

Traffic dispositions 
Trial convictions... 79)183 
Acquittal ........... 4,583 
Dismissal........... 30,093 
Bond forfeitures 12,187 
Payments of fine .... 699,396 

Data reported here represent 7,501 Justice of the Peace Court reports out of a possible 10,884. 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

.JY.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Texas Judicial CounCil, 48th Annual Report 1976 (Am~tin, Texas: May, 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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Utah court system, 1976 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors committed 
against children . 

• Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquency, 
dependency, neglect for juveniles under 
age 18, juvenile traffic. 

CITY COURT (17) 
24 judges 

Jurisdiction: 

, 

• Civil a0:~lons under $2,500. 
• Exclusive jurisdiction over city ordinance 
violations.' Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Reviews final judgments of District and Juvenile 
Courts. Equity cases on questions of both law and 
fact. Law cases on questions of law only. 

• Direct review of some state administrative 
rulings. 

• General review of lower court cases appealed to 
District Court on constitutional issues only. 
All appealed civil actions over $100. 

.. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil. Civil actions. 
• Original criminal. Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

360 

! JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT (177) 
177 justices of the peace . 

L
urisdiction: 

• Civil actions under $300. No real property or tax 
cases . 

• Class 8 and C misdemeanors and infractions (fine 
less than $300, sentence less than 6 months). 

I 

f 

" 

,..-..... ·.........--.......... 1·..,.",=......., ~ ____ = ___ =_==== 

UTAH SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
Other appeals: 

Miscellaneousj ••.•••••.••.....••••••••••.•••.•••...•..••.•• 
Total appeals ••••••••••.•..•••••••••.•.•••..•.•••••..••••••••. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ••••••..•••••.•••.•.•••••••.••..•••..•••••• 

Total other cases ••••.•..•••.••...••.••••.•••.••••.••.•••.•••• 

Total cases •.••..•••.•••.••...•••••••••.•.•••••••.•••.••.••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Law and motions 

Total other proceedings •..••••••...••..••..••..••..•••.••••.•••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
'"N!'A 

N/A 

Manner of .. _disposition 

Opinion ............... 181 
Dismissal............. • 93 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

1976 

Filed 

327 
111 

556 

-.3.!1. 
213 

Blank space .. Not enough information is known. The case category may' or may not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available bf category. 
-- Q Not applicable. 

iData are not complete: 
Total appeals and total cases disposed include only those cases disposed by opinion or dismissed. 

jExplanation of data included In the category: 
Hiscellaneous cases include appeals from interlocutory orders J juvenile matters J and writs of review. 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 
"274i 

-.3.!1. 
213 

------~-.~, 

End 
pending 

NIl>. 
lilA 

N!A 
IVA 

N/A 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the National Cen~er for State Courts t Western Regional Office (from a current study it is conducting for 
the Utah Supreme Court). Statistics are from these unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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· UTAH DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 21 judges 
July I, 197.5 to June 30, 1976 

Civild , 
Unclassified t~~t: 

Persanal insury ................. ~!.l' •••••••••••••••••••••••• t •• 

Property rights: 
Emi;nent 1JJomain •••••••••••••••••• " ••••• ~:'''~'.:1' t~ ••••• 5 ••••••• 

Doaefjtic relations: 
Divorce .•• 4 ••••••••••••••••••••• " .......... ,s •••.•• , ••• ••••••••• 

Probate •••• ,:, ••••.•.•••• ~\I ••••• ~., ••••••••••••• \I •••••••••••••• ••• 

He:~tal health ......••.• , ...•..••••••. ~ .••••...••.•.••••.••••.• 
Other civil: 

Complaintsj •••• \·l ••••••••••••••••••••• ! ••••••••••••••••••• •• 
Appeals ........................................................ . 
Bxtraordil".ar~ wrtt':l: 

Writs ." ...................................................... . 

Total c..ivil ..••.....•.••.....•....•••.•••••.•...•••....•.....•. 

Criminald : 
FeloDyJm1sdem.ea~r : 

Criminal categories ....•....••••.•• " ...••.............•.•.•• 
Appeals ...................................................... . 

Total criminal .••...•.•.•••..••.•.•..•••..••••.••.••••••••.•... 

Grand total •.••...•.•..... I ••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
l,887 f 

X 

l( 

X 

__ X_ 

15,678 f 

X 
__ X_ 

287 f 

15,965f 

Triald 
Non-jury Civil dispos.itions 

Disposed 
End 

Filed pending 

809 X X 

106 X X 

8,815 X X 
3,226 2,848 2,265 

648 750 X 

11,466 X X 
113 84 X 

---2?.2. __ X_ __ X _ 

25.S33 22,638 18,573 

2,520 2,120 X 

~ ~ __ X_ 

3,068 2,494 861 

28,601 25,132 19,434 

Criminal dispositions 

Civil •••• 
Criminal. 

253 
340 
593 

1,781 
146 

1,927 

2,034 
486 

2,520 

Clerk judgment •••••••• 
Summary judgment .•.... 
Defaults •.•.••........ 

834 
1,122 
8,383 
6,490 

Pleas of gUilty .................... 1,268 
Dismissed.......................... 367 

Total ..... 
Dismissed ...... 1 •• 0 ••• 

Time interval (months) 
o to 2 months 3 to 5 months 6 to 11 months 12 to 17 months 18 months and over 

Civil: 
Complaint to trial: 

Jury ... o •• I. 1 •• 0 I •• 

Non-jury ••• 0 ••••••• 

Request to trial: 
Jury ••..••.••...•.. 
Non-jury ••.••••.. ,. 

Criminal: 
Complaint to trial: 

Jury .............. . 
Non-jury .......... . 

Bound-over to trial: 
Jury .....•••.•..... 
Non-jury .......... . 

3 
149 

13 
410 

o to 1 months 1 to 

14 
20 

55 
38 

Boldface headings indicate the classificatioOl~ used by the NCSP. 

20 70 81 
467 536 289 

52 119 54 
617 436 130 

2 months 2 to 3 months 3 to 4 months 

75 86 69 
34 48 32 

114 88 50 
59 34 24 

X .. The data for this case type are known to ~e included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition G,~' complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

91 
273 

13 
48 

months 

102 
43 

40 
16 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

and over 

Contplaints (other civil) include filings not set forth in other categories, e.g., Uniform Enforcement of Support Act. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report! Utah Courts July 1975-June 1976 (Salt Lake City, Utah). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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I 
UTAH JUVENILE COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
5 districts, 8 judges 

January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CriJdnald , 
ll.iade.'eaDOr: 

Adult referrals .............................................. 
Total. criminal •••• ~ •••••••••••.•••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic--juvenile •.••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Delinquency: 
Criminal ••••••••• ~ •••.•••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••• I ••• 

Dependency and neglect: 
Dependency, neglect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

Status offenses: 
Children in need of supervision .•.•••••••.••••••••••..•••••. 

To\:.:tl juvenile ••.••••••• I •••••••••••• 0 ......................... . 

Grand \':otal ..................................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface ~eadings indicate the classifications uAed by the NCSP. 
N/ A • Thl.s case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

13,658 

13,658 

14,200 

1,622 

~ 

22,482 

36,378 

The cr!minal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
IData are m.lt complete: 

Disposedj End 
pending 

~ ~ 
N/A N/A 

~ N/A 

N/A N/A 

17,550 N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 
25,397i N/A 

25,3971 N/A 

Total jU""Jenile and grand total disposed figures do not include data from adult referrals, dependency and neglect, and traffic cases. 
Dispositi!)n data are for only delinquency and statuB offense cases. Filings include all categories. 

jExplanation oe data included in the category: 
Filed figu:"'es are the number of referrals. 
Disposed fii~ures include intake action dispositions and judicial action dispositions of the referrals. 

Source: Administt'ative Office of Juvenile Court, Juvenile Court for the State of Utah, Annual Report, .1976 (Salt Lake Clty, Utah). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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UTAH CITY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

17 courts, 24 judges 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Child:. 
Saall claims ................................................. . 
Other civil: 

i:Qmplaints ................................................. . 
New trials II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... .. 

Total civil ...•.................................•...•••.•....•. 

Hisdeaeanor: 
State •••••••••.••••••.•.•.•••.•••••••.•••••••••••.••••••.••• 

Ordinance violations: 
City ....................................................... . 

Ff!l.ony preliminary •••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other criminal: 
New trials .......................... ~ ..••••..•••.••••••.•.••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parkill8 ...................................................... . 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving ..................................................... . 
Nonmoving ••••••••••••••••• I •••••• t •••••••••••••• I ••••••••••• 

Total ...••••.•.••••..•••••..••••••••••••..••••.•••••.••..•.•• 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Triald 

:!!!!x. Non-jury Total 

Civil 33 2,304 2,337 
Cria1nal ...... 137 3,445 3,582 
Traffic ....... 250 6,158 6,408 

Total .......... 420 11,907 12,327 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Time interval (months/days) 

Filed 

7,220 

16,444 
41 

16,485 

23,705 

8,320j 

15,353 
(j) 

9 

23,682 

323,779 

118,211 
23,914 

142,125 

465,904 

513,291 

o to 2 months 3 to 4 months 5 to 6 months 7 to 8 months 9 months and over 
Civil: 

Complaint to trial: 
Jury ••••••.•••••••• 
Non-jury .......... . 

Request to trial: 
Jury .............. . 
NOll-jury •••..•••... 

Criminal: 
Age at disposition: 

Jury •••••••.••••..• 
Non-jury ........... 
Felony preliminary 

Traffic: 
Age at disposition: 

Jury ............... 
Non-jury ........... 

to 

o 
850 

1 
383 

30 daxs 

27 
874 

1,165 

50 
2,354 

31 to 

I 
129 

2 
277 

45 daxs 

26 
1,908 
3,219 

54 
2,726 

46 to 

3 
295 

o 
45 

60 dals 

40 
419 
606 

83 
672 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

1 
206 

1 
10 

61 to 90 

34 
120 

18 

33 
184 

N/ A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

20 
719 

days 91 days and over 

17 
84 
30 

39 
179 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments. or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Disposed End 
pending 

X N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 

__ X_ ..lY.L 
20,384 N/A 

X N/A 

X N/A 
5,038 N/A 

__ X_ ..lY.L 
24,190 N/A 

X N/A 

X 'N/A 
X N/A 

__ X_ N/A 

425,682 N/A 

470,256 N/A 

Civil dispositions 

Defaults .••••.••••.... 
Summary judgments .•••• 
Clerk ................ . 
Dismissed .•••...••••.. 

7,369 
536 

5,339 
4,803 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty pleas.......... 8,280 
Bail forfeitures .• •••• 3.834 
Bound over •.•••.••••.. 2.308 
Dismissal ............. 6,186 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas ............ 43,509 
Bail forfeitures ........ 369,585 
Dismissal............... 6,180 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

State case filings :!.nclude felony preliminary hearings and state misdemeaT"~r.s. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1975-June 1976 (Salt Lake City. Utah). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

UTAH JUSTlCB OF T!IE PEACE COUIlT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

177 courts, 177 justices of the peace 
July I, 1975 t6 June 30, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for fiscal year 1976. 
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Vermont court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction over 
writs of error. 

f 
.--------------~s=~, ________________ . 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
7/udges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $200, title to 
real estate, domestic relations. 

a Original criminal (mostly felony), 
Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Questions of law. 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 
adoption jurisdiction. 
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DISTRICT COURT (15) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Civil actions under $5,000 (except 

title to real estate). 
· Crlminal.cases with penalty less than 

life imprisonment. 
· Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Jury trials. 

f\ 
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I 
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VERKONT SUPRI!IIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justice. 
January 1. 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeal ... 

Civil ...................................................... . 

Criminal ••..•••• ·•·••·•·•••••·••••·•••··••••••••••••••••••• • 
Other appeals: 

Small claims .... ~ r ........................................ . 
Traffic. I ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile •...••••••..•• •·•••·•••··••••••••••••••·••••••••• • 
Postconviction ....••.•..•••••••.••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail .................................................... .. 

Total ••.•. I ••••••• "" I. I I ••• I. I I I I ••••••• I •••• I ••••• ••••••• 

Total appeals ..••••• I I ••• I I ••••••••••• I ••••• I •••••••••••••• I. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings, 

Habeas corpus •••••• I ••••••••••• I I ••••••••••••••• I I •••••• •• 

Disciplinary ••..••••. I •••••• I ••••••••••••• I •••••••••• I ••• 

Extraordinary relief .••••••.••.•• I ••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 

Other •.•..•• I I I I. I I •••••• "' I •••• I I ••••••• I ••• I. I ••• I ••••• I 
Total •. I •••• I. I .•••••••• I ••• I I. I I I •••••••••• I. I ••••• ••••••· 

Requests to appeal .. , I I ••••.•••..••••••••• I ••••.•••••••••••• 
Total other cases •. I •••• I • I I • I •• I •••••••••• I • I • I •• I ••••• I •.•• 

Total cases •••••.. I ••• I •••• I ••••••••••• I ••.••••.•••••••••••• "" 

Other proceedings: 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X -m-

X 
X 
X 
X 

I 

--I 

287 

283 
51 

o 
o 
5 
2 
2 
8 

17 
--m 

I 
2 

II 
I 

15 

--rr 

366 

265 
56 

4 
4 
5 
3 
4 
5 

25 
-m 

I 
3 
9 
I 

14 

---v; 

360 

Rehearing requests: 
Motions requesting reargument I I I' •••• I ••• I I. I I •• I I ••••••••• I. __ 3 

__ 1_2 

12 

~ 

15 Total other proceec!iogs •..•••••• "' "' ••.•• I •••••• I ••• I •• "' I ••• I •• 

Mr"DDer of dispOSition 
Written opinion •••• I •••••• 121 
Per curiam •••••••.•.• I. ~. . 23 
By court order .••••••••• I. 103 
Stipulation by parties .... 113 

3 

Disposition of appeals· 
Affirmed •••••••• I •••••••••••••••. I ••••••• 
Reversed I ••.•••••• I ••••...••••••••••• I ••• 
Affirmed in part. reversed in part .,. I ••• 
Dismissed ••••••...••.•••• I ••••••••••• •••• 

Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••••••.•.• 
Dismissed and remanded •••••.•••••.•• I I • I. 
Remanded •••••••••••••••• 1 •••••••••••••••• 

Affirmed and remanded ••.•• I •••••••••• •••• 

Vacated in part and remanded •••••••••.••• 
Certified questions answered ••••••••••••• 
Vacated and judgment made by court ••• I. I. 

Age of pending cases 

Under 6 months ..••••••••••••••• I •• 
6+ to 12 months •• I .............. •• 

12+ to 18 months I ••••• I •••• I •••••. 
18+ to 2.4 months •••.••••••••.•••. I 
24+ to 30 months ................ .. 
30+ to 36 months • I •••. ••• .• ••••••• 

~ 
139 
94 
42 
II 

4 
I 

Original proceeding. 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSPI 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
The disposition types for appeals are for cases closed by written opinion. 

65 
13 

5 
7 

38 
2 
2 
I 
2 
5 
I 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-m 

X 
X 
X 
X 

2 

--2 

293 

__ 0 

o 

~ .. ~-- ---~-

Source; Office of the court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Endins December 31, 1976 (Montpelier. Vermont). Sources of case data 
are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and additions have been 
made during verification by the administrative office of the courtD. 

366 

'r 

~ 
'.1 
j 
j 

Vl!RIIONT SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of. general jurisdiction 

14 countie., 7 judge. 
January I, 19;6 to Dece .. ber 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
LaW! 

Civil 
Doaeotic relations: 

Matr" monial • I I •••• I •••••••••••• I. I •••••• I ••• I ••••••••••••••• 

AppelLl::::1 
Miscell .. "eousj ............................................ .. 

htraordinary writs: 
Habeas corpus •••.••••••••••••••••.••••..•• I •••••••••••••• I •• 

Total civil 

Criainald : 
Felony •••••.••••• 1. 0 ••••• II •• I •••••••••• II •••••••• I .••• 1 •• 1 ••• 

Kisdelleanor •••• .o ••• I •••.•••.• I ••• I •••.••.••.••• I ••.•••• I •••••• 
Appeals • .o ••• .o •• , '" •••••• .o ••• .o ••••• I ••••••• I •••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 
Postconviction remedies I ••••• I ••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••• .o ~. I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••• 

Grand total 

CivilM •. , .••••.••••• 
Crillinal .......... .. 

Total •• I •••• I ••.•.••• 

:!!!EX. 
83 

8 
91 

Triald 
Non-jury 

570 
I 

571 

Total 

653 
9 

662 

Beginning 
pending 

3,881 

2,402 

496 

__ -_5 

6,784 

II 
o 

(j) 

__ B 

19 

6,803 

Civil dispositionsm 

Default judgment 
Consent judgment .••• 
Summary judgment .•.• 
Dismissed •.••••.•••• 

Age of pending cases 

Filed 

3,537 

2,798 

332 

-1i 
6,691 

37 
4 

(j) 

-1.!!. 
59 

6,750 

514 
386 
II 

2,036 

Civil Matrimonial Miscellaneous 
Under 3 months •••.•.•.•••.•••..•••.••••.•• 
3+ to 6 months •.•••.•••••• I •••••••••••••• 

6+ to 12 months .•••. ~ •• I ••••••••• I ••• I •••• 

Under 12 months I .•••••. ~ ••..•.•••.••.••.•.• 
12+ to 24 months .......................... . 
24+ to 36 months •.•.•••.•...•••••....••••.• 
Over 36 months • I ••••• I •••..•.•.•..••.•••••. 

(n) (n) (n) 
(~ (~ (~ 
(n) (n) (n) 

2,311 1,929 241 
1,334 477 157 

403 72 43 
112 5 45 

Boldface he"dings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
dease definition or unit of count: . 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

jExplanatlon of data included in the category: 

Disposed 

3,258 

2,717 

342 

-1.!!. 
6,335 

26 
4 

.w 

6,388 

End 
pending 

4,160 

2,483 

486 

__ 1_1 

7,140 

22 
o 

(j) 

__ 3 

25 

7,165 

Criminal dispOSitions 

Plea •...• I •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •.•••.••.••.••• 
Nolle prosse •••...•.••.. 

5 
8 
2 

Crillinal(feloay) 
4 

15 
3 

22 
o 
o 
o 

Miscellaneous cases include both civil and criminal appeals as well as some habeas corpus and postconviction remedies. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trials and civil dispositions include data only for law and appeal csses. They do not include data for Matrimonial or habeas corpus 
cases. 

"Time interval or age of pending data: 
The data for civil, matrimonial, and miscellaneous cases under 3 months, 3+ to 6 mdnths, and 6+ to 12 months in age are included in the total 

ltsted as under 12 months. 
Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier. Vermont). 

Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

VERKONT DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

15 circuits, 11 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Civlld : 
Law: 

Civil 
Small claims •••••..•.••••...•.•.•••••••..• 0 ••••••••••• I ••••••• 

Dollestic relations: 
Uniform ReCiprocal Enforcement of Support Act cases • I ••••••• 

Kental health: 
Mentally ill commitmenta ••.••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••• 

Total civil ••..••.•••••••• .; •••.• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony I •••••••••• I •• I ••••••••••••••••••• I •• "" ~ •••• I I ••••• I ••• 

Kisdelleanor ••••.•..•••.••••.•.•• I •••••••••••• " • I •••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••.•• I ••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••.•.•••••••••••••.•••.••.••••••.••.•.•••••••• ~ ••••• 

Beginning 
pendins 

4,377 
9,256 

1,561 

__ 1_9 

15,213 

I,OOlf 
~f 

4,548f 

2,396 

255 

22,412 f 

367 

Filed 

2,964 
8,896 

637 

-1Z.!. 
12,868 

2,304 
14,624 

16,928 

37,091 

I ,020 

67,907 

Disposed 

3,518 
13,308 

466 

~ 

17 ,633 

2,219 
14,581 

16,800 

37,006 

1,103 

End 
pending 

3,823 
4,844 

1,732 

__ 4_9 

10,448 

1,086 
3,590 

4,676 

2,481 

172 

72,542 17,777 
(Continued on next psge) 



Vermont District Court (continued) 

Civil- •••• , ••••.• " 
Crillinal ••••••••••• 
Traffic ••• , •. , ••• ,. 

Total •••• , •. , I • I •••• 

!!!!.!:l 
3 

130 
16 

149 

Triald 
Non-jury 

1,005 
87 

371 
1,463 

Under 3 months .•.••.•.•••••••••• I I , •• 

3+ to 6 months .• , I •••••• I ••• I ••• ," " 

Under 6 months •.••.•. I ••• I I ••• I •••• I. I 

6+ to 12 months " I., I •....•.......•. " 
Under 12 months ••••• I ••••••• I ••••• " I ••• 

12+ to 24 months .• I •••• I ••• I ••••••••• " 

24+ to 36 months •.••••.•.• I •••••••••••• 

Over 36 months ••••.• I •••••••••••••••••• 

Total 
1,008 

217 
387 

1,612 

Ase of 
Civil(law) 

(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

2,004 
935 
538 
3/,p 

pending cases 
'417DY HisdemeaDor 

2 1,568 
270 671 
697 2,239 
217 668 
914 2,907 
123 563 

39 99 
10 21 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case 1s counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Traffic 
----rn> 

(n) 
1,454 

611 
2,065 

338 
60 
18 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 

Civil dispositionsm 
Law: 

Voluntary dismissal .••. I ••••••• 

Default judgment I ••••• I •••••••• 

Dismissed by judge •••••••••• '" 
Small claims: 

Settled/ discontinued/ 
dismissed/ summary judgment .... 

Criminal dispositions 
Guilty plea .................... .. 
Dismissed ••••• I. I ••••••••••••• I I. 

Transferred ••.•.••••••••..•••.••. 
Nolle prosequi .................. . 

Traffic dispositions 
Plea. , •.•. , .••••.•• '" .,. I' •••••• 
Nolle prosequi ..•..••.•••••• I.'" 
Dismissal ••• I ••••••• I ••••••••• I •• 

Referred to Department of Motor 
Vehiclesm (noncompliance) ••.•••. 

A non-jury trial is cocnted if tried to decision. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Referral to Department of Motor Vehicles was used the last quarter of the year only. 
Civil trials Bnd civil dispositions include data only for law and small claims cases. 

nTime interyals or age of pending data: 
Civ1J. Gge of pending cases under 3 months, 3+ to 6 months, under 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months are listed, as under 12 months. 
Traffic aKe of pending cases under 3 months and 3+ to 6 months are listed as under 6 months. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier, Vermont). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

VERKONT PRODATS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

19 circuits 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 

Do.eatic relations: 
Adoptions ., I , ••••• I •••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Change of name ••••• I •••••••••••••••• I •••• I ••••• I , ••••••••• I •• 

Vital records ••••••.••••••••••• I •• I •••••••••••••• , •••••••• I •• 

Pre-marriage matters •••••••.•.•• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total, ••••••.••••••. I ••••••••••• I •••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• I. 
Probate: 

Decedent estates and testamentary trusts • I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Gifts to minors ••.• I ••••••• I ••••• ", I •••••••• v ••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship •••.•••.•.•.•.• I ••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••• I ••••• 

Cemeteries ................................ I ••••••••••••• I ••••• 
Total •• I ••• I. I •• I •••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••• 

llental health: 
Alcohol and drug comi tments I ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total •••••• ,. I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

132 
12 
95 
o 

239 

4,382 
2 

2,998 
o 

7,382 

__ 0 

'7,621 

7,621 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

1976 

Filed 

492 
162 
447 
619 

1,720 

2,071 
9 

715 
1 

2,796 

__ 7 

4,523 

4,523 

Disposed 

504 
155 
437 
619 

1,715 

2,020 
11 

414 
1 

2,446 

__ 5 

4,166 

4,166 

1,387 
1,571 

395 

12,453 

12,039 
1,394 

63 
3,087 

32,534 
772 
607 

2,706 

End 
pending 

120 
19 

105 
0 

244 

4,543g 
0 

3,441g 
0 

7,984g 

__ 2 

8,230g 

8,230g 

This difference is b~cause pending figures do not include cases commenced prior to January I, 1970, for these categories. Numbers 
are as reported in the annual report. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicia'! Statistics for Year Ending December 31, 1976 (Montpelier, Vermont). Statistics 
are from the year ending report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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.1 + Indicates route of appeal. 

Virginia court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Final appellate jurisdiction. 
. Judicial censure, retirement, and 

removal. 

CIRCUIT COURT (30) 
104 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $500. Cases in which 

the state is a party (In city of Richmond). 
• Criminal cases for which person can be 
sentenced to the state penitentiary. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (31) 
151.8 full-time equivalent judges' 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $5,000. 
. Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

trafnc, felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 
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VIRGINIA SUPREIIE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justicea 
January I, 1976 to Deceaber 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed 
pending 

Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Petitions to appeal granted: 
Civil ..................................................... . 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other: 

Habeas corpus •••• "'" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals .• ,. .•••..•...••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
O~iginal proceedings: 

Writs: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••• 

Prohibition •• I •••••••••••••• • •• ••••• •• ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.•.•••.•.•••••••.••• ••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions to appeal: 
Withdrawn •••. , ••.••••••••••.•••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Civil ................................................... .. 
Criminal ••.•••.••••••••••••.•.••••. •·••·•••••·•••·•••••• • 
Habeas corpus ••.•..•••••••••••••..••.••••••••••.•••..•••• 

Total ..•.••••••.••••••.••••••..•••.•••••.••••••.••••••.••• 
Total other cases ••••.•••••••.•••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •.•..••••...••••••••••.••..•••••.•••••••.•••••••.•••• 

X 
X 

X 
--roJf 

X 
X 
X 
34 

X 
136 
220 

8 
364 -mf 

501 f 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests •.•.••.••••••••.••••••.••••••..•••••••••••••. N/A 
Other matters: 

Orders to show cause or respond ••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••.•••••••••..•••••••••••••••••.•••.••••• N/ A 

!lanner of disposition 
Written opinion ..... 172 
By order............ 48 
Withdrawn ........... 39 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A. Thi9 case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X _ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were 
- • Not applicable. 

(124)e X 
( 81)e X 

( 1)e X 
(206)e 220 

X 139 
X 29 
X 6 
X 174 

X 39 
X 316 (124)e 
X 790 ( 81)e 

X 35 ( 1)e 

X 1 180 206)e 
1,672 1,354 (206 e 

1,672 (206)e 1,574 (206)e 

61 64 

160 

61 224 

Disposition of cases 
Affirmed ••••••••.•• ~.14 ••••••••• 

Reversed and remanded ., •••••••• 
Petition refused •••••••••.•.••• 

not available by category. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
--rr2g 

X 
X 
X 
61 

X 
197 
210 

11 
418

g 

~ 

5918 

N/A 

96 
76 

1,141 

N/A 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. The number of 

granted peti tions to appeal appear ia parentheses. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the e~d pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1976 (Richmond, Virginia: 1977). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

30 circuits, 104 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

------------------------------------------------------------~B~e~gi~n-n~i-ng--------------F-i-l~e-d----='~-----d------------~E~nd~--

pending spose pending 

I.aw ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity •••••••• " ................................ 4 ••••••••••••• , ••• 

Appeals .,., •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total dvUj 

Felony ••••••••••••••• , •• ~ •••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misde.eanor •••••••••••••••••..•.•••••••.••••••.•..••..••••.•••• 
Appeals •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal j 

Grand total •.•.••••••.•••••••••••••.••••••.••.•••.•••.•.•.••....• 

JO,386fh 
52,393fh 

-ill-

7,737fh 
4,437fh 

-.-UL 
12,I74fh 

94,953fh 

Triald 

.!!!!!i'. Non-Jury 
Civil ............. 2,132m N/A 
Crimiual: 

Felony .......... 1,876 22,026 
Misdemeanor •..•• 725 17,001 

Total ............ 2,601 39,027 
Total . .............. 4,733 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fi11ng of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

26,584 
37,392 

-ill-
63,976 

23,772 
19,071 
-ill-

42,843 

106,819 

~ 
N/A 

23,902 
17,726 
41,628 

N/A 

24,909 
38,165 

-ill-
63,074 

23,252 
18,998 

-ill-
42,250 

105,324 

3:;,061 
51,620 

---1.JL 
83,681 

8,257 
4,510 

-ill-
12,767 

96,448 

A nonjury trial is counted when an opening statement or the introduction of Bny evidence O\!Curs. Criminal nonjury trials include cases 
disposed after u guilty plea is entered. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court yer does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was calculated from filings, dispOSitions, and end pending figures. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Total civil and total criminal data include appeals cases. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil jury trials include only data for law cases. 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1976 (Richmond, Virginia: 1977). Statistics are from 
the report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT COURT 
COU!"lt of limited jurisdiction 

31 districts, 151.8 full-time equivalent judges 
Janl.!3ry 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed pending 

Civild: 
DOllestic relations ............................................. N/A 51,531 
Other civil: 

Civil ........................................................ ~ ~ 
Total civil ................ ~ .................................... N/A 400,925 

Criminald : 
Other cr,iminal: 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ -llit.lli 
Total criminal .................................................. N/A 264,557 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................... N/A 820,859 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 111,675 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 1,598,016 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 

Disposed End 
pending 

47,319 N/A 

345,055 ~ 

392,374 N/A 

~ ~ 

260,163 N/A 

----
802,955 N/A 

103,414 N/A 

1,558,906 N/A 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1976 (Ri...!hmond, Virginia: 1977). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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~ashington court system, 1976 

r 
Constitutionality of statute. 
Conflicting statutes or rules of law. 

MUNICIPAL AND POLICE 
COURT (238) 
238 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations (fine 

less than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

.. .. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals wherein actions of state 
officals are involved, where constitutionality of a 
statute is questioned, where conflicting statutes 
or rules of law are involved, or where the issue is 
of broad public interest. 

- Aggrieved party has right of review when reversal 
in Court of Appeals is not unanimous; otherwise 
review is discretionary. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears appeals from lower courts 

except those in the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
101 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil matters except small claims. 

Exclusive jurisdiction over probate, divl'lrce, and 
annulment. 

- All criminal matters except minor criminal. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (4) DISTRICT COURT (69) 
4 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, 
small claims. 

- Misdem1a!:lnors (fine less than $100, 
sentence less than 30 days), traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 
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Juri!'!diction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, small 

claims. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than 

$500, sentence less than 6 months), 
trclffic, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

~-~~"=~=------------------------------------... --------------=-==== 

WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT 
Court of las t resort 

9 jU8tices 
Janunry I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .1 •••••••••• 

Criminal. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals 0.000 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 • 0 •••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Personal. restraint •••• 0 •• 00 •• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review: 

Civil .................................................. .. 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Motions for discretionary review ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Beginn~ng 

pending 

6 
4 

10 

32 
25fl 
57 
25fl 
82fl 
~ 

241 

Filed 

154 
46 

---zoo 

32 
5 

37 

107 
125 
232 
120 
352 
~ 

589 

Time interval (months) 

Disposed 

123 
28 
~ 

321 

6 
38 

97 
90 

187 
1191 
3061 

-m 

495 

Written opinion............... 156 
Order ......................... 232 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••••••• 43 
Dismissed ..................... 61 

Filing of notice of appeal to date perfected •••••••••• 
Date perfected to date argued ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Date argued to filing of opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 

Filing of no'Ci~~ of appeal to date opinion filed •••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 
Figures were revised by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Pending appeals and crim1.nal petitions for review are as revised by the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

Hedian 
"""""3.5"" 

2.5 
6.0 

--rr:o 

End 
pending 

1541 
441 

198 

61 

3 
9 

42 
601 

102 
261 

1281 
--rrr 

Hean 
4.l 

4.0 
5.0 

IT.T 

335 

Personal restraint and motions for discretionary revie\i dispOSitions and end pending figures were provided by the clerk of the Supreme 
Court. 

Source: Office of thp. .A~duU.nistrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and revisions have been made during verification by the clerk 
of the Supreme Court. 

WASHINGTON COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions. 12 judges 
January 1. 1976 to December 31. 1976 

End Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal •••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 0. 0 ••••• 0.0. 0 •••••••••• 0 

Total appeals ••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ~ 0 0 •••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Personal restraint petitionsj •••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 

1 110fl 
, 603fl 

1,713fl 

1,017 
495 

1,512 

130 

974 1,153 
410 688 

1,384 1,841 

138 21 

148 53 Motions for discretionary review ••••••• 00 •• 0 ••••••• " o ••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••• 0.0 •••• ~ 0 •• 0.00 

135 
2TI ---vr6 ----r4 

Total cases 1,808£1 1,777 

Manner of disposi tion 
Published written opinion • ~ 0 ••••• 0 •••••• 0.0 279 
Other written opinion •• o ........... o ••••• o... 351 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 180 
By order ................................... 860 

Time interval (months) 

Filing of notice of appeal to date perfected ••• o. 
Date perfected to date argued ••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0. 

Date argued to filing of opinion •••••••••••••• 0" 
. Filing of notice of appeal to date opinion filed • 

Div. I 
----s:9"" 

8.3 
2.4 

"""""i6.6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Hean 
Div. II---Oiv. III -r.o --6-.3-

11.1 6.8 
2.0 2.8 

To:T 15.9 

All 
6.3 
8.7 
2.4 

17:4 

1,670 

Div. I 
s:o 

5.0 
2.0 

--rr:o 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1976 court year do not equal the end pending figures for the 1975 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Personal restraint petitions include habeas corpus, writs and motions, and CrR 7.7 cases. 
ISpecial source or revision in data: 

Beginning peniUng figures are as revised by the office of the administrator for the courts. 

Hedian 
Div. II 
"""T.'I 

10.6 
1.8 

19.T 

Div. III 
---r;:s-

7.0 
3.0 

16:5 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the, annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during Verification by the office of the 
administrator .for the courts. 
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

28 courts, 101 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning Filed Disposed End 
____ ~----------------------------------------------------p~e~n~d~i~n~g----------------________________ ~ ________________ ~p~eilln~ 
Civild : 

Auto tort 
Non-auto tort: 

Other tort .•••...••.•••...••••.••••...•••••••.•••.••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Commercial •.••••••••.••••••.••••..•.••.•••••••.••••••..••••.• 
Property rights: 

Property rights ••...••.•..••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Condemnations .•.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.....•.•...•.••.••.•••...•.•....••...•••.•..•.....••...• 
Domestic relations: 

Dissolutions ......•...•.........•.•.•....•.••...••..•••.••..• 
Other domestic relations .........•......•....•.•..••.....•••. 

Total .......•.....•.....•.•..••.•..•.••..•••.•...•.•.•.•.••.•• 
Probate .•....•........•......•.•..•...•.••....•.....••••••...•. 
HCDtal health ...•.....••.....••••..•• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil .....•.•..•..••.•.........•••......•..•.••...•....•• 
Appeals ..•.....•.... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 
Writs nnd injunctions .•.••...• 0 •••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Criminald : 
Felony /m.isdt!mennor: 

Crime against personj .......•....•..•..••••.•••..•••..••...•• 
Crime against propertyj •.•.•...•...•••....•••..•••...••..•.•. 
Liquor/narcotics •......•....•.......• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 

Other criminal •...•.•. 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•••....•............. 0 0.0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 • 0., 

Appeals .................•......•....•.. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

Grand total ...•........•••....•....•..............•..........••.. 

Civil .............. . 
Criminal •••••••••••• 

Total •••.•. 0 ••••• 0 •••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
rI/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.Ji!..!L 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 
993 

1,752 
2,745 

Boldface headings indicate the class.ifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ... This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

T"iald 
Non-jury 
6,669 

817 
7,486 

3,567 

3,182 

18,141 

3,388 
141 

3,529 

32,539 
6,069 

38,608 
16,329 

2,679 
6,626 

520 

~ 

94,325 

2,2651 

4,5861 
1,9231 
2,1171 

10,8911 

-1....ill.l 

14,053 

13,433 

121,811 

Total 
7,662 
2,569 

10,231 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

12,450 
N/A 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

79,911 i 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

14,374 

N/A 

91,113 i 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

X ... The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fOata are not complete: 
Total civil disposition figure does not include mental health cases. 

~ Grand total disposition figure does not include mental health or juvenile cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Crime against person category includes homicide. assault, sex offenses, and robbery. 

Ispe~~!~e s~~~~~s~rP~~~~~~~n c~~e~~~~: includes burglary, larceny, and forgery. 

Figures are 8S revised by the office of the administrator for the courts. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Statistics are from the annual report 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violation: 

WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL AND POLICE COURTk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

238 courts. 238 judges 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --B!.L 22...!.!l 
Total criminal N/A 39,112 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 222,131 

Grand total N/A 261,243 

Disposed 

_...1Y.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Non-jury 
X 

Total 
-X-

Criminal and traffic dispositions 
Bail forfeitures.............. 139,090 

Criminal ••••••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••••• 193 

Total................. 193 
X 

26,432 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

X 
26,625 

N/A· This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The. data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
"the criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

--B!.L 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Municipal and Police Court figures do not include those Municipal Court cases (municipal ordinances/traffic violations) that are processed 
by District Courts, which contract with municipalities for this purpose. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual repprt 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT COURT AND JUSTICES OF TIlE PEACEk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

69 district courts, 4 justices of the peace 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Kisdemeanor ....•.•••••..•.•••.•••..••••••......•..••••....•••• 0 

Felony prel1mina ry ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Civ'il ,0 •• , •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal. District Court workload •••••...•. 
TraffiC, District Court workload •••••..•••. 
Criminal and traffic. Hunicipal Court 
workloadk ••••••.••..••••....•..•••.•.••.•• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
33 

208 
724 

197 
1,162 

Triald 
Non-jury 

5,030 
9,003 

30,358 

18,264 
62,655 

Boldface headings indicate the classificetions used by the NCSP. 

N/A 
.Ji!..!L 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Total 
5,063 
9,211 

31,082 

18,461 
63,817 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

46,750 
20,911 

67,661 

63,869 
9,083 

72,952 

524,379 

664,992 

Bail forfeitures 

Bail forfeitures 

Disposed 

N/A 
.Ji!..!L 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Criminal dispOSitions 
at preliminary hearings ..• 

Traffic dispOSitions 
••••••••••••••• lo.' ••••••••• 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
.Ji!..!L 

N/A 

N/A 
.Ji!..!L 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

13,613 

319,147 

Di6trict Court and Justices of the Peace data include Municipal Court cases that are processed by District Courts. which contract with 
: municipalities for this purpose. 

Sourc~: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 20th Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary I and additions have been made during verification by the of.fice of the 
administrator for the courts. 
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West Virginia court system, 1976 

COUNTY COMMISSION (55) 
",170 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURl" OF APPEALS 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

Appellate jurisdiction in civil matters over $100! 
in cases involving constitutionality of a law, and In 
felony and misdemeanor cases from Circuit 
Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
50 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100. 
- Unlimited original criminal jurisdiction. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials 

JUSTICE COURT (347) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims and landlord-tenant under $1 ,500. 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$1,000 or sentence less than 12 months. Felony 
preliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in proQate, mental 
commitments, guardianship, and settlement of 
accounts. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, ordinance violations. 
No jury trials. 

L-_________________________ . __ 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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WEST VIRGINIA SUPBEME COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

.5 justices 
,January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals. 

Civil· ..................................................... .. 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••••.••••••••• eo ••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings. 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 

Prohibition. 0 ••••••• 0" 0 •••••• 0" 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Discipline ... " ........................................... .. 
Other .•••••. 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Totsl ....................................... ~ ... ~ ......... . 
Requests to appeal ••• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

Total other cases .•••• o. 0 ••••••• 0 ••••• o. 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Total cases •••• 0.' 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests 0 ••••••••• 0 •••• 0" o. 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 

Total other proceedings •••••.•.••.•..••••.•..•.• 0 •••••• 0 •••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

15 
7 
2 

---vi 

10 
o 
o 
o 
o 

10 

--1-0 

34 

__ 2 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

149 
137 

73 -m 

415 
52 
32 

1 
19 

519 

5I9 

878 

__ 5 

Written and per curiam opinion.............. 98 
Dismissal/withdrawal ........................ 11 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

Disposed End 
pending 

130 34 
103 41 

67 8 
~ -sJ 

403 22 
47 5 
32 0 

1 0 
19 0 

502 27 

50z -zr 

802 110 

__ 7 __ 0 

0 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

Civil' 

Total civil 

Criminal. 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

WEST VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

31 circuits, 50 judges 
,January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Total juvenile •••••••.•.••.•.••••.•• ' .•.•..•••..•••..•.•.•..•.•. N/A 

Grand total ••••..•••••••••.•.••••.••.• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

X 

X 

N/A 

53,697i 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

lOata are not complete: 
Grand total filed and disposed figures do not include juvenile cases. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X N/A 

X N/A 

N/A N(A 

45,106i N/A 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. StatistiCS are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

WEST VIRGINIA COUNTY COIIHISSION 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
55 courts, ~ 170 commissioners 

.January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled by the County Commission for 1976. 

WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 judges 
J'anuary 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Hunicipal Court for 1976. 

WEST VIRGINIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

347 courts 
,January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1976. 
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Wisconsin court system, 1976 

CIRCUIT COURT (26) 
53 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil (except probate, small 

claims). 
- Original criminal. 
- No juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals. 
Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COU.RT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all 

courts in state. 
- Limited original jurisdiction in cases 

of statewide concern. 

.---

t 
i 

COUNTY COURT'(70) 
127 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil. Exclusive probate 
jurisdiction, 

- Unlimited criminal (except in 
Milwaukee County; only misdemeanor). 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT (136) 
136 justices 

Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violation with 

fine less than $200, sentence less 
than 6 months. 

No jury trials. 
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WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1975 to June 30, 1976 

Beginning Filed Disposed End --------------------------________________________________ ~p~en~d~i~n~g~ ______________________________________________ ~p~ 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a ••••••••••••• 

Total appea,Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceediogs: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Original actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Original jurisdiction •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No merit cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.. 

Total ••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
ReheAring requests: 

Motion for rehearing .......................................... . 
Motion for reconsideration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Othc!r matters: 

Motions ••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

Orders to show cause ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Foreign bar admissions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dispOSition 
Published written opinion .... 294 
Published per curiam ......... 17 
Unpublished per curiam ....... 184 
Terminated without opinion '" 244 

N/A 
N/A 

--4fi 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A ... This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

511 
17!. 

682 

48 
25 
2 

16 
11 
54 
21 

177 

5 
75 
80 

237 

939 

54 
6 

60 

249 
87 
18 

........ill. 
414 

521 
128 

649 

48 
25 
2 

14 
8 

54 
21 

172 

5 
75 
80 

--zs2 

901 

54 
6 

60 

249 
87 
18 

........ill. 
414 

Dispoaition of appeals 
Affirmed ............. 274 
Reversed •••••• ,...... 83 
Dismissed ............ 233 
Affirmed/reversed.... 28 
Affirmed/dismissed... 1 
Affirmed/modified •••• 18 
Vacated •••••••••••••• 12 

fUeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year: 

478g 
152 

63"0g 

3 
6 

N/A 
N/A 

--91 

The disparity between these figures is due to an administrative chnnge in docketing of new filings. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

The disparity between these figures is due to double counting three' cases that were dismissed during the 1975 term, but later reinstated. 
They were count~d twice, once in the disposition column and once in the end pending column. 

iDats. nre not complete: 
Total cases pending do not include requests to appeal. 

Source: Administrator of the Courts, Judicial Statistics 1976 (Madison, Wisconsin). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

26 c:1rcuit., 53 judges; 70 counties, 127 judges 
Janusry, I, 'l976 to December 31, 1976 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Money judgment: 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••...••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Unclassified tort: 

Personal injury: 
Circuit Court ••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••........••.••.••.•••••••••••••••.••.••...•..•.•... 

Property damage: 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• ~ ••••••.• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... . 
SlasU claims: 

Circuit Court .........••..•.•• ! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •....•....•....•.•..•..••.•.•..••••••••• 0 •••••••• 

Total .• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relatioDs: 
Divorce: 

Circuit Court •.••.•.••••.••••••.•••..•.....•...........•... 
County Court •.••••••.•••..••••.•••..................•••••.. 

Totsl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Legal separation: 

Circuit Court .•..••.••••..••.....••..•.....••.••••.•••••••. 
County Court ..••...•.•..•..........••••.••••.•••..••.....•. 

Total •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Annulment: 
Circuit Court ......•..•.....•......•.••.••••••••...•....... 
County Court ..•....•.•.••••••••.•..............•••.••..••.. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support: 

Circuit Court ..........•.....•.••.••.•..•.•.••...•••....... 
County Court .....•.•.•...•..••••••.•.•.•....•••............ 

Total ..••.•............. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Paternity: 
Circuit Court •.....•........•.....•..•.••••....•.••••..••.• 
County Court ••••••.•••....••.......••...•••••..•.••••.••..• 

Total .•••.•..••.........•..•.•.••••.•••...................•. 
Petitions to remarry: 

Circuit Court .•••...•...•.•...•.•••....•....••............. 
County Court ....••.•••••••••....••.......••.•. 0 •••••••••••• 

Total .•...•.. ~ •...•.••.•••.••.. .••.......•••...••.•••••••••• 
Other family: 

Circui t Court •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court .....•..•.••.••••••.......•..••......••.•.••... 
Total ••.....•....•••••..•••••...••.........••.•• 0 ••••••••••• 

Adoptionk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Public assistancek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate: 

Estatesk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianshipk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trustsk •.•.•.......•••..•••.•.•..•...•.•.••••••••..•••.....•• 
Other probatek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••..•..•.••••••.••••...•...•...••.••••..•••........•.•.• 
Mental health: 

Commitmentsk ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 0 •• 

Otber civil: 
Circuit Court ••••.••.••.........•...•.••••.....•.••.••••••••• 
County Court ......••••.••••.••••.•••.•.••.•••••.•••.••••.•••• 

Total •••.•..•.•.•••••..••............• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Circuit Court ...•..•.•••••••••••...••••....•••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

County Court .. 0 ••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•.••.•••..•...••....••.••••••.••.. , •.......••••••••..••. 

Total civil: 
Circuit Court .•....•.•.••.•.•••••.....••..•••..•......•.• 0 •••• 

County Court .•••••......•.••..••.••• 0 •••••• ~ .................. . 
Total .•••.•••••.....•••••.•.••••..•....••••••••••........•••.•• 

Beginning 
pendingfh 

x 
X 

7,634fh 

X 
X 

8,582fh 

X 
X 

1,797 
10,379fh 

X 
X 

15,906fh 

X 
X 

20,440 

X 
X 

1,326 

X 
X 

501 

X 
X 

2,380 

X 
X 

2,244 

X 
X 

359 

X 
X 

638 
N/A 
N/A 

27,888fhi 

16,969 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

16,969fhi 

N/A 

X 
X 

9,396fh 

X 
X 

88,715fhi 
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Filed 

8,014 
21,868 
29,882 

5,073 
1,958 
7,031 

612 
638 

1,250 
8,261 

163 
110,230 
110,393 

6,107 
14,237 
20,344 

160 
344 
504 

110 
244 
354 

687 
2,211 
2,896 

45 
3,577 
3,622 

491 
1,152 
1,643 

96 
636 
732 

N/A 
N/A 

30,097i 

13,090 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

13,090i 

N/A 

5,171 
10,753 
15,924 

570 
43 

613 

27,299 
180,961 
208,280i 

Disposed 

7,325 
10,949 
18,274 

4,775 
1,758 
6,533 

569 
602 

1,171 
7,704 

150 
110,800 
110,950 

6,899 
12,938 
19,837 

199 
190 
389 

136 
255 
391 

479 
1,655 
2,134 

65 
2,864 
2,949 

516 
1,081 
1,597 

55 
507 
562 

2,304 
832 

30,995 

13,074 
2,264 

832 
25,656 
41,826 

2,845 

4,585 
10,780 
15,365 

464 
93 

~ 

26,217 
202,299 
228,516 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

19,242 

X 
X 

9,080 

X 
X 

1,876 
10,956 

X 
X 

15,349 

X 
X 

20,947 

X 
X 

1,441 

X 
X 

464 

X 
X 

3,144 

X 
X 

2,917 

x 
X 

405 

X 
X 

808 
N/A 
N/A 

30,126i 

16,985 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

16,985i 

N/A 

X 
X 

9,955 

X 
X 

103,212i 

(continued on next page) 
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CrilOioald : 
WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COURT (continued) 

Felony: 
Circuit CQurt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
HisdelM!auor: 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••.••••• , ••••••••••• , •••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otber crilOinal: 

Forfeitures: 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Special proceeding: 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Total I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• '0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal: 

X 
X 

5,324fh 

X 
X 

16,154fh 

X 
X 

2,586 

X 
X 

440 
~fh 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I X 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24, 504fh 

Traffic: 
Clrc1Jit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••• -:. •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••. 
X 

__ X_ 

Total traffic •••••· ••••••• "*'1\.................................. 35,770fh 

Juveniled: 

Total juvenilek ................................................. N/A 

Grand total: 
Circuit Court •••••• 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• "............ X 
County Court •••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••• X 

Total........................................................... 148,989fhi 

Boldface headi;1gs indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

5,880 
8,953 

14,833 

108 
44,654 
44,762 

38 
18,206 
18,246 

78 
484 
562 

18,808 

6,104 
72,299 
78,403 

258 
395,534 

395,792 

N/A 

33,661 
648,814 
682,475i 

N/A. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A juvenile dispOSition is counted with the dispOSition of a formal petition. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1975 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figures for 1976 were computoad from fi1ngs. dispositions, and end pending data. 
iData are not complete: 

DoIleatic relations filed and pending figures do not include data for adoptions. 

5,972 
6,795 

12,767 

251 
46,658 
46,909 

73 
18,416 
18,489 

43 
517 
560 

19,049 

6,339 
72,386 
78,725 

792 
392,637 

393,429 

22,561 

33,348 
689,883 
723,231 

X 
X 

7,390 

X 
X 

14,007 

X 
X 

2,343 

X 
X 

442 

..blil1 

X 
X 

24,182 

X 
_X __ 

38,133 

N/A 

X 
X 

165,527i 

Probate filed and pending figures do not include data for guardianship, trusts, and other probate. 
Total civil and grand total filing and pending figures do not include data for adoption, public assistance, guardianship, trust, or other 

probate. In addition, the grand total filing and pending figures do not include juvenile data. These cases are included in the 
dispOSition totals. 

kAdditional information: 

All probate, mental health. adoption. public assistance, and juvenile cases are handled in the County Courts only. 

Source: Administrator of the Courts. Judicial Statistics 1976 (Madison, Wisconsin). StaCistics are from the annual report except ~hat totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violations: 

Other ordinance violations 
Otber crilOinal: 

WISCONSIN IIUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited .Jurisdiction 

136 courts, 136 justicesc 
Janusry I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••.••••••••••.•••..• N/ A 

Total criminalk .................................................... N/A 

Traffic: 
Parkiug •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Other traffic violations: 

Tr af fie •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .Jill!... 
Total traffic ••••••••••.••.•• "" .••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• N/A 

Grand total ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable . 
cJudge information: 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

25,044 

--l..lli. 
26,619 

69,676 

79,694 

149,370 

175,989 

End 
pending 

N/A 

.Jill!... 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

There were 136 municipal justices reporting statistics in 1976 as opposed to 154 reporting data in 1975. The muniCipal justice spends an 
average of 2 1/2 hours on the bench and another 3 hours on related court work each week. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to criminal matters, there were 15,249 warrants issued. 

Source: Administrator of the Courts. Judicial Statistics 1976 (Madison, Wisconsin). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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JUSTICE COURT (34) 
34 justices of peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000 except 
title to real estate . 

• Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 
sentence less than 6 months), 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Wyoming court system, 1976 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate jurisdiction in civil 

and criminal cases from District Court. 
- Original jurisdiction to hear extra­

ordinary writs. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction 
(excluding ordinance and traffic 
vlolaiions). 

Appeals on taped records. 
Jury trials. 

382 

MUNICIPAL COURT (31) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations (fine less than 
$200, sentence less than? months). 

Jury trials. 

I 
I 

.1 

• 

WYOMING SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1976 to Deceaber 31, 1976 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
School districts 
county government •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipalities ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State agency •••••••••••••• (., \ •••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate It •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Workmen's compensation ••••••• ~ •••••••••••• ~ •••••• I •• I •••••• 

Parental rights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Divorce ••••••• I ••• " ••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• 

Reserve questions •••••••••• I ••••• I ••• "" I "" I ••••••••• I •• I I I 

Other civil •• I •• I •••••••• I. I ••••••••••• I ••••• I ••••••••••••• 

Juvenile I ••• I I ••• I ••• I I •• I • I ••• I ••• I •• ;; ...... I I •• I • I ••••• I I • 

Total •••••••• I ••• 11 ••• 1 ••••• "" I ••••••••••••••• II ~ •••••••••• 

Criminal • I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals '" I I • I ••••••• I •• I I •• I • I I ••• I • I I ••• I • I ••••••• I •• I 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Total other cases I. II •• I '".1 "" ••••• ""'.1 I. I ••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
80 
36 

--ri6 

14 
--1-4 

130 

Filed 

3 
2 
9 

12 
2 
1 
o 
7 
1 

44 
1 

82 
46j 

l'i8 

10 
--ro 

138 

Disposed 

3 
4 
3 
6 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 

70 
0 

97 
28j 

-m 

9 
--9 

134 

Manner of disposi tion 

Opinion ........ 75k 
Time interval (average months) 

Filing the appeal to decision ........ 9.9 
Order "' I •••• "" 41 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal appeals filed include one bill of exception. 
Criminal appeals disposed include s:Lx on reserved questions and one bill of exception. 

kAdditional information: 
The 75 opinions disposed of 93 cases. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
65 
54 

-rn 

15 
---rr 

134 

Source; Unpublished data from the clerk of the Supreme Court. Statistics are from this unpublished source except that totals have been computed 
where necessary. 
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WYOMING DISTRICT CllURTi 
Court of genetal jurisdiction 

7 di.trict., 13 judge. 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••• •••• ••• •••• • 
Other civil ................................................... . 

Total cl viI •••••..•.•••••••.• , ••••.••.•••.•••••••.••.•..•••.••.• 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal •••••••••••••..••.••••.•••••..•••••••••..•••.•••.•.•• 

Total criminal ....•••.••••.•.•••..•..••.....•••••••...••••••.••• 

Juvenile: 

To tal juvenile .................................................. . 

Grand total 

:!!!!l 
Civil .......... 60 
Criainal ....... 79 

Total ........... 139 

Triald 

Non-jury 
1.748 

273 
2.021 

Total 
1.808 

352 
2.160 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beg1nn1:;r 
pending 

X 
_ X_ 

2,789 

---1.Qi 
704 

(j) 

3,493 

Civil disposition. 
Default .......... 3,148 
Dismisssl ........ 2.233 

Filed 

X 
_ X _ 

7,981 

1,329 

1,329 

(j) 

9,310 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not ~vailable by category. 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. 
The trial definition is not consistent statewide. 

iOsts are not complete: 
Pending cases and dis posed cases do not include cases filed before 1974. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Dl,sposedi End 
pending! 

2,132 X 
5,123 _X _ 

7.255 3.515 

1,3/,6 --.ffi. 
1.346 687 

(j) (j) 

8.601 4.202 

Criminal dispositions 
Guil ty plea ............. 531 
Dismissal ............... 404 

There were 815 dispositions of juvenile cases; however, juvenile case filings could not be separated from civi1 and cL~minal filings. The 
juvenile filings and dispositions are therefore included in the figures for civil and criminal cases. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the office of court coordinator. Statistics are from the unpublished source except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 

WYOMING JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

34 courts t 14 justices of the peace 
January I, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1976. 

WYOMING MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

31 courts 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1976. 
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Appendix A: Sources of 1976 state court case load statistics 

STATE 

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Ar-kansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of 
Columbia 

Fiori da 

Georgia 

Hawal I 

COURTS OF I NTERMED lATE 
LAST RESORT AFPELLATE COURTS 

Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data provided by 

the clerk of the Supreme Court the clerk of the Court of 
Civil Appeals and the 

Court of Criminal Appeals 

Alaska Court System, 1976 
Annual Report (Administrative 
Director of the Courts) and 
mam:) from clerk to Justices 
of Supreme Court entitled 

IISupreme Court Activity 1976" 

The Arizona Courts Surrmary 
Report (Administrative Office 
of 1'he Courts) 

Eleventh Annual Report, 1976 
Judicial Statistics (Executive 
Secretary, Judicial Depart­
ment, who Is also the State 
Court Administrator) 

The Arizona Courts SUlTIllary 
Report (Administrative Office 
of the Courts) 

GENERAL 
JUR I SD I CTI ON COURTS 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Administrative Office 
of Courts 

Alaska Court System, 1976 
Annual Report (Administrative 
D I rector of the Courts) and 
memo from clerk to Justices 
of Supreme Court entitled 
"Supreme Court Activity 1976" 

The Arizona Courts Surrmary 
Report; The Arizona Courts, 
1977 Annual Judlc!al Report 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Eleventh Annua I Report, 1976 
Judicial StatistIcs (Execu­
tive Secretary, JUdicial 
Department) 

LIMITED 
JUR I SD I CT I ON COURTS 

Not Available 

A laska Court System, 1976 
Annual Report (Adminis­
trative Director of the 
Courts) 

The Arizona Courts SUrrmary 
Report (Administrative 
Off I ce of the Courts) 

Eleventh Annual Report, 
1976 Judicial Statistics 
(Executive Secretary, 
Judicial Department) 

19n Annua J Repor"t 0;- the 

Judicial Council and State 
Court Administrator (Adminis­
trative Office of the 

Callforrl~1. Courts) and unpub­
lished data provided by the 
Administrative Office of ~he 
Courts 

1977 Annual Report of the 1977 Annual Report of the 1977 Annua I Report of the 
Judicial Council and State 
Court Administrator 
(Administrative Office of 
the California Courts) 

Anno. I Statlstlca I Report of 
the Colorado Judiciary 1975-76 
(Off Ice of the State Court 
Adml n Istrator) 

Report of the Judicial 
Department 1974-76 Biennium 
(Chief Court Administrator, 
JUdicial Department) 

1976-1977 Report of the 
Delaware Judiciary CDlrector, 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

1976 Annual Report (Jol nt 

Committee and Executive 
Off Icer) 

Judicial Syst_ Statistical 
Report 1976 (State Court 
Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the clerk of the Supreme Court 

Judicial Council and State Judicial Council and Stafe 
Court Administrator Court Administrator 
(Administrative Off Ice of the (Administrative Off Ice of the 
Ca II forn t a Courts) and 
unpublished data provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

Annual Statistical Report of 

the Colorado Judiciary 
1975-76 (Off Ice of the State 
Court Adml n I strator) 

Cal ifornla Courts) and 
unpublished data provided by 
the Administrative Off Ice of 
the Courts 

Annua I Statlstlca I Report of 
the Colorado Judiciary, 
1975-76 (Off Ice of the State 
Court Administrator) 

Report of the Judicial 
Department 1974-76 Biennium 

Annua I Statlstlca I Report 
of the Colorado Judiciary. 
1975-76 (Off I ce of the 
State Court Administrator) 

Report of the Judicial 
Department 1974-76 

<Chief Court Administrator, BiennIum (Chief Court 

JUdicial System Statistical 
Report 1976 (State Court 
Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided ily 
the clerk of the Court of 
Appea I s 

Judicial Department) and un- Administrator, JUdicial 
published data provided by the Department) 
Office of the Executive 
Secretary 

1976 Annua I Report of the 
Delaware Judiciary (Director, 
Admlnlstra·tlveOfflce of the 
Courts) 

1976 Annual Report (Joint 
Convnlttee and Executive 
Off Icer) 

JUdicIal System Statistical 

Report 1976 and unpublished 
data provided by the Office 

of the State Court 
AdminIstrator 

Third Annual Report (Adminis­
trative Off Ice of the Courts) 
and unpublished data provIded 
by the Administrative Office 
of the Courts 

1976 Annual Report of the 
Delaware Judiciary 
(DIrector, Admlnlstrdtlve 
Off I ce of the Courts) 

Judicial System Statist 1-
ca I Report 1976 and un­
published data provided by 
the Off Ice of the State 
Court Adm! n Istrator 

Til I rd Annua I Report (Ad­

ministrative Office of the 
Courts) and unpublished 
data prov I ded by the 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

State of Hawaii: Annua I Report -----------------------------
1975-1976 (Adml n I strat I ve 

State of Hawa Ii : Annua I State of Hawa II : Annua I 
Report 1975-76 (Administrative Report 1975-76 (Admlnls-

Director of the Courts) and Olrector of the Courts) and trat! ve 01 rector of the 
unpublished data provided by I etter from the Off I ce of the Courts) 
the clerk of court Administrative Director 

--- Indicates that the state has no court at this level. (continued) 
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SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CASELOAD STATISTICS (continued) 

STATE 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

I d.ho Courts 1976 Annua I 
Report (Administrative Office 

of the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the clerk of the Supreme Court 
and by the Adml n Istratl ve 
Office of the Illinois Courts 

1976 Indiana Judicial Report 
(DIvis Ion of Stat. Court 
Adml n I strati on) 

Iowa Supreme Court Statistical 
Report For the Year 1977 (Clerk 

of the Supreme Court) and 1976 
Annual Statistical Report, 
Iowa Judiciary (Court 
Administrator of the Judicial 

Department) 

Kansas JudicIal Council 
Bulletin 1976, 50th Annual 
Report (Judicial Council) 

Annua I Report, 1976 
(Administrative Office of the 

Courts) 

JUdicial Councl I Annual Report 
with 1976 Statistics and 
Related Data (JUdicial Admin­
Istrator, who Is the State 

Court Administrator) and Annual 
Statistical Resume (Off Ice of 
the cl ark, Supreme Court of 
Louisiana) and unpublished 

data trom a phone ca II 

Annual Report 1977 (Admlnls­
tratl ve Off Ice of the Courts) 

Annu. I Report 1974-75, 1975-76 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Massachusetts 21th Annua I Report to the 
Supre.., Judicial Court 1975-76 
(Executive Secretary) 

,Hchlgan 

Minnesota 

Unpublished document titled: 
lIStatu5 Report, Part I: Number 
of Cases In Each State, II pro-­
vlded by the clerk of the 
Supreme Court 

Minnesota state Court Report 
1976-77 (Off Ice of the State 

Court Administrator) and The 

State of the Judiciary 1977 
(Address of Chief Justice 

Robert J. Sheran) 

INTERMED lATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1976 Annua I Report of the 
Supreme Court of I illnols 
(Administrative Off Ice of the 

Illinois Court~) 

1976 Indl.na Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Adm I n I s trat I on) 

Annua I Report, 1976 
(Administrative Office of the 

Courts) 

JUdicial Council Annual 
Report with 1976 Statistics 
and Related Data (Judicial 
Adml n I strator) 

Annua I Report 1974-75,1975-76 
(Administrative Office of the 

Courts) 

:lOth Annua I Report to the 
Supreme JUdicial Court 1975-
76 (EX8CUt I ve Secretary) 

Annual Report 1971r77 (Stata 

Court Administrator) 

Mississippi lOth and 11th Annual stat Is- -----------------------------
tlca I Report 1975, 1976 (Exec-
utive ASSistant; Supreme Court) 

--- Indicates that the state has no r..curt at this level 
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GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

I daho Courts 1976 Annua I 
Report (Administrative Office 

of the Courts 

1976 Annua I Report of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois 

(Administrative Office of the 

Illinois Courts) 

1976 Indiana Judicial Report 
<DIvision of State Court 
Adml n Istrat Ion) 

1976 Annual Statistical 
Report, Iowa Judiciary (Court 
Administrator of the JUdicial 

Department) 

Kansas Judicial Council 
Bu lIetln 1976, 50th Annua I 
Report (Judicial Council) and 

Statlstlca I Report on the 
District Courts 1976 (Office 
of JUdicial Administrator) 

Annua I Report 1976 
(Administrative Office of the 

Courts) 

JUdicial Council Annual 
Report with 1976 StatistiCS 
and Related Data (Judicial 

Administrator) 

Annual Report 1977 (Adminis­
trative Office of the Courts) 
and unpublished data entitled 
"Summary of clerks rronth Iy 
report to the chief Justice 
for the y~an ending Dec. 31, 
1974" ' 

Annua I Report 1975-76 
(Administrative Office of the 

Courts) 

:lOth Annua I Report to the 
Supreme JUdicial Court 1975-
76 (Execut)ve Secretary) 

Annua I Report 1975-76 (State 
Court Adml n I strator) and 1976 
Annua I Report (Recorder I s 
Court of the City of Detroit, 

Michigan) 

Minnesota State Court Report 
1976-77 (Of f I ce of the State 

Court Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided by 

the JUdicial Council 

Llf4ITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

1976 Indiana Judicial 
Report (DIvision of State 
Court Administration) 

Kansas Judicial Council 
Bu Iletl n 1975, 49th Annua I 
Report; 1976, 50th Annual 
Report (Judicial Council) 

Annua I Report, 1976 
(Administrative Off Ice of 

the Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
Report with 1976 Stat Is­

-tIcs and Related Data 
(Judicial Administrator) 

Annua I Report 1977 
(Administrative Office of 

the Courts) 

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Administrative Off Ice of 
the Courts) 

:lOth Annua I Report t<> the 
Supreme Judicia I Court 
1975-76 (Executl ve 

Secretary) 

Annua I Report 1975-76 
(State Court Administrator) 

Minnesota State Court 
Report 1976-77 (Of f I ce of 
the State Court Adml n I s­
trator) 

Not available 

(continued) 

" 

STATE 

Missouri 

\ 
Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampsh 1 re 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North 
Carol! na 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CASELOAD STATISTICS (continued) 

COURTS OF 

LAST RESORT 

Annual Statistical Report 1976 
(Off Ice of the State Court 
Administrator) 

The State of the Judiciary 
<19771 (Chief Justice, Montana 
Supreme Court) 

The Courts of Nebraska 1976 
(Off Ice of the State Court 

Administrator) and unpublished 
data prov I ded by the clerk 
of the Supreme Court 

Neyada State of the Judiciary 
Message 1975-1976 (Ch I ef 
Justice Supreme Court) In Inter 
Alia (April 1977) and un­

published data from clerk of 
Supreme Court 

Tho Sixteenth Biennial Report 
of the JUdicial Council of the 
State of New Hampsh I re 
(Chairman, Judicial Council) 

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1976 (Judicial 
Department of the State of 
New Mexico) 

22nd Annua I Report 1977 
(The Administrative Board of 
the JUdicial Conference, of 
Which the Court Administrator 
Is Secretary) 

Supreme Court Case load 

Statistics, Spring Term 1976; 
Fa II Term 1976 (unpublished) 
from clerk of Supreme Court 

Annual Report. Calendar Year 
1976 (North Dakota Judicial 
Counc II, of wh I ch the State 
Court Administrator I~ Execu-
tl ve Secretary) and unpublished 
data from clerk of court 

Oh 10 Courts Sunmary 1976 
(Office of the Administrative 
Director) 

Report on the Judiciary 1976 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

23rd Annual Report Relating to 
JUdicial Administration In the 
Courts of Oregon, 1976 
(Off Ice of the State Court 
Adml n I strator) 

I NTERMED I ATE 

APPELLATE COURTS 

Annual Statistical Report 
1976 (Off I ce of the State 
Court Administrator) 

GENERAL 

JUR I SD I CT I ON COURTS 

Annua I Statlstlca I Report 
1976 (Off I ce of the State 
Court Administrator) 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Annual Statistical Report 
1976 (Off I ce of the State 
Court Administrator) 

----------------------------- The State of the Judiciary Not available 

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Administrative Director of 
tne Courts) 

Annual Report 1976 (Judicial 
Department of the State of 
New MexIco) 

22nd Annual Report 1977 
(The Administrative Board of 
the Judicial Conference) and 
unpublished data supp lied by 
Office of Court Administration 

North Carolina Courts 1976 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) and unpublished data 
from clerk of Court of Appeals 

Ohio Courts Sunmary 1976 
(Office of the Administrative 
Director) 

Report on the Judiciary 1976 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

23rd Annual Report Relating 
to Judicial Administration In 
the Courts of Oregon, 1976 
(Off Ice of the State Court 
Administrator) 

(1977) (Chief Justice, Montana 

Supreme Court) 

The Courts of Nebraska 1976 
(Off I ce of the State Court 

The Courts of Nebraska 
1976 (Of f I co of the State 

Administrator) and unpublished Court Administrator) and 
data provided by the office unpublished data provided 
of the State Court Admlnls- by the office of the State 
trator Court Administrator 

Unpublished data from the two Not available 
districts 

The Sixteenth Biennial Reporl· 
of the JUdicial Council of 
the State of New Hampsh I re 
(Chairman, Judicial Council) 

Annual Report 1975-76 
(Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Annual Report 1976 (Judicial 
Department of the State of 
New Mexico) 

22nd Annual Report 1977 

(Administrative Board of th" 
Judicial Conference) 

North Carolina Courts 1976 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Annual Report. Calendar Yeur 
1976 and The North Dakota 
Judicial Master Program fall'" 
the FY 1971-79 Biennium 
(North Dakota JUdicial 
Council) 

Ohio Courts Sunmary 1976 
(Office of the Administrative 
01 rector) 

Report on the Judiciary 1976 
(Adml n I strat I ve 0 I rector- of 
the Courts) 

22nd and 23rd Annua I Reports 
Relating to JUdicial Adminis­
tration In the Courts of 
Oregon, 1975 and 1976 
(Off I ce of the State Court 
Administrator) 

The Sixteenth Biennial 
Report of the Judicial 
Counc II of the State of 
New Hampshire (Chairman, 
Judicia I Council) 

Annual Report 1975-76 and 
Proceed I ngs I n the 
MuniCipal Courts, Sept. I, 
1975 to AUg. 31, 1976 
(Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Adml n I strat I ve 

Off Ice of the Courts 

22nd Annua I Report 1977 
and 2Jrd Annual Report 
1978 (hdmlnlstratlve Board 
of the Judicial Conference) 

North Carolina Courts 1976 
and 1977 (Administrative 
Off Ice of the Courts) 

Annual Report. Calendar 
Year 1976 (North Dakota 
Judicial Council) 

Oh 10 Courts Sunmary 1976 
(Office of the Admlnls­
trat I ve 0 I rector) 

Report on the Judiciary 
1976 (Adml n I strat I ve 
o I rector of the Courts) 

22n'd· an d 23rd A.nua I 
Rep'arts Relating to 

JUdicial Administration 
In the Courts of Oregon, 
1975 and 1976 (Off I ce of 

the State Court Adml n I s­
trator) 

Indicates that the state has no court at this level (continued) 
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STATE COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

SOURCES OF 1976 STATE COURT CAsELOAD STATISTICS (continued) 

I NTERMED I ATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

GENERAL 
JUR I sD I CTI ON COURTS 

LIMITED 
JUR I sD I CT I ON COURTS 

Pennsylvania 1976 Annual Report 1976 Annual {(epcrt 1976 Annual Report 1976 Annual Report and 
(Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office "f the (Administrative Office of the 1977 Annual Report 

Pennsylvania Courts) Pennsylvania Courts) Pennsylvania Courts) (Administrative Office of 
the Pennsy I van I a Courts) 

Puerto Rico Annual Report 1975-76 (Office ----------------------------- Annuai Report 1975-76 (Office Annual Report 1975-76 
of Court Administration) ~f Court Administration) (Office of Court 

Admin Istratlon) 

Rhode I s I and Report on the Judiciary. 1976 ----------------------------- Repert on the Judiciary. 1976 Report on the Judiciary. 

South 
Carolina 

(Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office of the 1976 (Administrative Office 
Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the clerk of the Supreme Court 

Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the South Carolina Court 
Administration Off Ice and 

of the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the South Caro I Ina 
Court Administration 

South Caro II na Off I ce of the Off Ice 
Attorney Genera I 

South Oakota "8us I ness of the Court" 
(unpublished) from clerk of 
Supreme Court 

----------------------------- "Combined 1975-76 JUdicial --------------------------
Annual Report" (unpublished) 
froill Court Admlnlstrator l s 

Offke 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wash I ngton 

West 
Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

1976 Annual Report (Executive 1976 Annual Report (Executive 1976 Annual Report (Executive Not available 

Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

48th Annual Report 1976 

(Texas JUdicial Counci I, of 
which the State Court Admin­
Istrator Is Executive Director) 

Unpublished data from clerk 
of Supreme Court and NCSC 
Western Regional Office 

Judicial Statistics for Year 
Ending December 31. 1976 
(Off Ice of the Court 
Admin Istrator) 

Ssgretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

48th Annua I Report 1976 
(Texas Judicial Council) 

Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

48th Annua I Report 1976 
(Texas Judicial Council) 

----------------------------- Annua I Report, Utah Courts 
Jul y 1975-June 1976 (Utah 
JUdicial Council) 

48th Annua I Report 1976 
(Texas JUdicial Council) 

Juven II e Court for the 
Stat" of Utah, Annual R ..... 
port. 1976 (Administrative 
Office of Juvenile Court) 
and Annua I Report, Utah 

Courts July 1975-Juno 
1976 (Utah Judicial 
Council) 

----------------•. ------------ JUdicial Statistics for Year Judicial Statistics for 
Ending December 31. 1976 Year Ending December 31, 
(Off Ice of the Court 1976 (Off Ice of the Court 
Administrator) Administrator) 

State of the JudiCiary Report ----------------------------- State of the Judiciary Report State of the Judiciary 
1976 (Office of the Executive 1976 (Office of the Executive Report 1976 (Office of the 
Secretary" Supreme Court) Secretary, Supreme Court) Executive Secretary, 

Supreme Court) 

:.!Dth Annua I Report 1976 :.!Dth Annua I Report 1976 l!Dth Annua I Report 1976 l'Dth Annua I Report 1976 
(Office of the Administrator (Off Ice of the Admlnl,trator (Off I ce of the Adm I n I strator (Office of the 
for the Courts) for the Courts) for the Courts) Administrator for the 

Courts) 

U npub I I shed data prov I ded by ----------------------------- Unpublished data provided Not Available 
Admlnlstrarlve Office of the by the Administrative 
Courts Off I ce of the Courts 

Judicial Statistics 1976 ----------------------------- Judicial Statistics 1976 JUdicial Statistics 1976 
(Administrator of the Courts) (Administrator of the Courts) (Adrn I n I strator of the 

Courts) 

Unpublished data from the ----------------------------- Unpublished data provided Not available 
clerk of the Supreme Court by the Off Ice of the Court 

Coord I nator 

--- Indicates that the state has no Intermediate appellate court. 
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Appendix B: Technical discussion 
of estimation procedure 

An estimation procedure was used 
to allow the presentation of esti­
mated national totals for appellate 
court and trial court caseflow. 
Through this procedure, estimates 
were arrived at for totals. in those 
states with missing data for begin­
ning pendings, filings, dispositions, 
or end pendings in either the court 
of last resort or the intermediate 
appellate court, and for filings and 
dispositions for state trial court 
totals (civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile cases). These estimates 
are, however, made from lata that has 
neither been verified no~ tes~ed for 
reliability. 

The procedure followed for de­
veloping case load estimates for the 
appellate and trial courts involved 
three essential steps. The first 
step was to determine a set of inde­
pendent variables to be used. Next, 
the relationship between these vari­
ables and the dependent variables 
was examin.ed. The final and more 
time-consuming step was the develop­
ment of a meaningful estimation 
equation. 

Several independent variables 
were selected for use in the devel­
opment of the estimation equation, 
because of their possible relation­
ship to the case load in the appel­
late or trial courts. Many of these 
were population variables, because 
population has long been considered 
a good indicator of caseload. The 
variables initially considered in­
cluded the number of judges in the 
court, the population of the state, 
the population in Standard Metro·­
politan Statistical Areas, the popu­
lation in other cit.ies, the popula­
tion in rural areas, the number of 
intermediate appellate courts, the 
number of courts of last resort, the 
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population per square mile, the per­
cent change in state population from 
1970 to 1975, the percent change in 
state population from 1974 to 1975, 
the per capita income, the prison 
population, the Uniform Crime Report 
crime rates, the number of motor ve­
hicle registrations, the total state 
general expenditures, the total gen­
eral judicial expenditures, and other 
population and economic vari~bles. 

The data for each state were put 
in machine-readable form to allow use 
of the Statistical Analysis System 
(SAS), release 76.6D, at the College 
of William and Mary Computer Center. 
The cards for each state contained 
data on each of the independent var­
iables listed above as well as the 
dependent variables, which were the 
number of beginning pending, filed, 
disposed, and end pending cases for 
the courts of last resort and inter­
mediate appellate courts and the 
state total filings and dispositions 
for trial courts. In the states with 
two courts of last resort, Oklahoma 
and Texas, the sum of the data from 
the two courts was used. Similarly, 
in states with two intermediate ap­
pellate courts, the sum of the data 
from the two courts was used. The 
data for all trial courts in a state 
were summed to give a filing and dis­
position total separately for civil, 
criminal, traffic, and juvenile 
cases. 

The second step in the develop­
ment of the estimation equations was 
to plot each of the independent var­
iables against each of the dependent 
variables. This was done with the 
use of the SCATTER (two variable 
plots) sub-program in SAS. These 
plots were visually examined for 
determination of the non-linear rela­
tionships w~ich existed between the 
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independent and dependent variables. 
This examination resulted in trans­
formations of several of the inde­
pendent variables to produce linear­
ity with the dependent variable. 

The mathematical functions used 
for the transformations were natural 
logarithm, square root, square of the 
variable, inverse of the variable, 
and exponential function. In addi­
tion, two or more variables were com­
bined by multiplication or division 
to produce new variables that more 
closely predicted the dependent var­
iables. 

Data on all independent variables 
were not available for Puerto Rico. 
Because of this situation, only the 
data for the fifty states and the 
District of Columbia were used in 
development of the estimation equa­
tions. 

The final step was the develop­
ment of the estimation equations. 
This was accomplished by the use of 
the SYSREG (least squares regression) 
and STEPWISE (stepwise regression) 
sub-programs in SAS. The stepwise 
regression procedure was used to al­
low entry of the variables one at a 
time into the regression equation. 
The o~tput from this procedure gave 
the R value (the percent of var­
iation in the dependent variable that 
was explained by the variation of the 
variables in the regression equa­
tion), the F-ratio for the regression 
equation (the ratio that indicates 
the statistical significance of the 
entire regression equation), the 
F-ratio for each variable in the 
equation (the ratio that indicates 
the statistical significance of the 
individual variables in the equa­
tion), and the values of the coeffi­
cients for the independent variables 
in the regression equation. In ad­
dition, th~ residual for each case 
was given. plots of the residuals 
against the independent variables and 
the predicted values for the depen­
dent variables were generated by the 
PLOT sub-program. All this output 
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was used to select the best estima­
tion equations possible, given the 
set of independent variables. 

Several equations were developed 
for each of the dependent variables. 
The different equations were obtained 
by the stepwise regression procedure 
because the tolerance level (the per­
cent of variation in the independent 
variable not explained by the varia­
tion of the independent variables 
already in the regression equation) 
and the F-ratio level (the F-ratio 
that would be associated with the 
variable if it were entered next into 
the equation) were changed to create 
more or less stringent conditions for 
inclusion of variables in the equa­
tion. The various equations were 
developed so that each equation could 
be examined for satisfaction of the 
assumptions for using the regression 
procedure. 

For each of the estimation equa­
tions, the residuals and the residual 
plots were examined. The residual 
plots were checked for correlation 
of the residuals with the dependent 
variable, for correlation between the 
residuals and the predicted values 
for the dependent variables, and for 
correlation between the residuals ana 
the ~ndependent variables. Variable 
transformations were used to stabi­
lize the variance of the residuals. 
Those estimation equations with rel­
atively little correlation between 
the residuals and the dependent var­
iable, the predicted values of the 
dependent variable, and the indepen­
dent variables were selected for fur­
ther consideration. 

For those equations selected be­
cause of low correlation of the resi­
duals with the dependent, predicted 
depen~ent, and independent variables, 
the R statistic and F-ratio for 
the equation and the individual var­
iables were examined. This procedure 
then led to the selection of the 
estimation equations for use in esti­
mating values for those states having 
missing data. 

'J 
'1 ., 

Because,of the size of error of 
the equations, 95% confidence inter­
vals were generated, using the GLM 
(generalized linear models) sub­
program of SAS, for each of the 
estimated values. The Sum of these 
confidence interval values and the 
reported values are shown in Tables 1 
and 16. In 95 out of 100 times, the 
95% confidence interval would be ex­
pected to include the true value for 

• 

a particular court data element (be­
ginning pending, filed, disposed, end 
pending) . 

The simplified estimation equa­
tion for~ach dependent variable is 
given below along with the R2 stat­
istic and the F-ratio values for each 
equation. First, a few codes for the 
variables are listed on the following 
page for ease in reading the equa­
tions. 



r-
! 

BPCOLR--Beginning pendings for 
courts of last resort. 

FCOLR--Filings for courts of last 
resort. 

DCOLR--Dispositions for courts of 
last resort. 

EPCOLR--End pendings for courts of 
last resort. 

BPIAC--Beginning pendings for inter­
mediate appellate courts. 

FIAC-·-Filings for intermediate appel­
late courts. 

DIAC--Dispositions for intermediate 
appellate courts. 

EPIAC--End pendings for intermediate 
appellate courts. 

FCIVIL--State total civil filings 1n 
trial courts. 

DCIVIL--State total civil dispos i-
tions in trial courts. 

FCRIM--State total criminal filings 
in trial courts. 

DCRIM--State total criminal disposi-
tions 1n trial courts. 

FTRAF--State total traffic filings 
in trial courts. 

DTRAF--State total traffi~ disposi­
tions in trial courts. 

FJUV--,State total juvenile filings 
in trial courts. 

DJUV--State total juvenile disposi­
tions in trial courts. 

JUDGE--The number of judges 1n the 
court(s) of last resort for each 
state, 1976. 
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POPULATION--The estimates for state 
population on July 1, 1976.* 

NOCOLR--The number of courts of last 
resort for each state. 

TOTEXP--State total general expendi­
tures in thou s,and s , 1976. *** 

AGE14T017--State total population in 
age 14 to 17 group, 1976.* 

MVREGIS--State total 1976 motor 
vehicle registrations in 
thousands.* 

SMSA--State total population in the 
Standard Metropolitan Statisti­
cal Areas, 1976.** 

TOTJUD--State total general judicial 
expenditures 1n thousands, 
1976.*** 

METROPOP--State total metropolitan 
population, 1975.* 

* Source of the population esti­
mates, metropolitan population, 
population aged 14 to 17, motor 
vehicle registrations, percent 
change in population, and 
population per square mile is 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Statistical Abstract of the 
United States: 1976, 97th 
edition (Washington, D.C., 1976). 

** Source of the SMSA population 
estimates is U.S. Department of 
Justice, Uniform Crime Reports 
for the United States (Washing­
ton, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1975). 

*** Source of the state general and 
judicial expenditures is the 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
LEAA, Bureau of Ceusus, Expendi­
ture and Employment Data for the 
Criminal Justice System: 1976 
(Washington, D.C., U.S. Govern­
ment Printing Office, 1978). 
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Courts of last resort 

Beginning pendings 

The estimation equation for b,eginning pendings in the courts of last 
resort 1S: 

BPCOLR = EPCOLR + DCOLR - FCOLR 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equati.on for filings in the courts of last 
resort 'is: 

FCOLR = -724.8 + 1.8 x 10-5 x JUDGE x POPULATION + 1088.1 x NOCOLR 

with R2 = .81 and 

F2•45 -ratio = 95.5, p < .0001 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for dispositions in the courts of last 
resort is: 

DCOLR = 8.1 + 0.94 x FCOLR 

with R2 = .98 and 

~,42-ratio = 2,718.4, P < .0001 

End pendings 

The simplified estimation equation for end pendings in the courts of last 
resort is: 

EPCOLR = -881.3 + 0.44 x FCOLR + 938.8 x NOCOLR - 1.4 x 10-3 x exp(JUDGE) 

with R2 = .71 and 

F3,34-ratio = 27.8, p < .0001 

395 



r 
Intermediate appellate courts 

Beginning pendings 

The estimation equation for beginning pendings in the intermediate appel­
late courts is: 

BPIAC = EPIAC + DIAC - FIAC 

Filings 

No estimation equation was necessary for filings in the intermediate 
appellate courts because all these courts reported filings. 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for dispositions in the intermediate 
appellate courts is: 

DIAC = .90 x FIAC 

with R2 = .99 and 

Fl,21-ratio = 2,338.5, P < .0001 

End pendings 

The simplified estimation equation for end pendings in the intermediate 
appellate courts is: 

EPIAC = 0.17 x (FIAC)I.2 

with R2 = .84 and 

Fl,16-ratio = 84.8, P < .0001 
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Trial Court Civil 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation for total civil filings in the trial 
courts ~s: 

FCIVIL = -821.8 + 6.4 x 10-2 x TOTEXP 

with R2 = .94 and 

Fl,27-ratio = 436.6, p < .0001 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total civil dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DCIVIL = 0.94 x FCIVIL 

with R2 = .99 and 

Fl,19-ratio = 3,004.8, P < .0001 

Trial Court Criminal 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equati~n for total criminal filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FCRIM = 1.6 x 10-2 x (POPULATION) 1.07 

with R2 = .90 and 

FI, Is-ratio = 156.5, p < .0001 
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Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total crimilUll dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DCRIM = 225,101 - 2 x AGE14T017 - 39,734 x In(MVREGIS) + 185 x MVREGIS 

+ 163 x 10-3 x POPULATION 

wiLh R2 = .97 and 

F -ratio = 109.7, p < .0001 4,13 

Note to explain lu(MVREGIS): The function In used in this equation is the 
natural logarithmic function to the base e. The value of In(MVREGIS) is the 
power (exponent) of e which will yield MVREGIS. 

Trial Court Traffic 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation for total traffic filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FTRAF = 373,015 + 3.5 x 10-s x (SMSA)2 

Ft,ts-ratio = 384.2, P < .0001 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total traffic dis.positions in the 
trial courts is: 

DTRAF = -814,279 + 0.62 x FTRAF + 73,765 x In(FTRAF) + 4.5 x 10~5 x (TOTJUD)2 

with R2 = .99 and 

F3,S -ratio = 2,514.3, p < .0001 

Note to explain In(FTRAF): The function ln used in this equation is the 
natural logarithmic function to the base e. The value of In(FTRAF) is the 
power (exponent) of e which will yield FTRAF. 
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Trial Court Juvenile 

Filings 

The simplified estimation equation' for total juven.ile filings in the trial 
courts is: 

FJUV = 4 x (METROPop)e57 

with R2 = .68 and 

Ft,38-ratio = 81.3, p < .0001 

Dispositions 

The simplified estimation equation for total juvenile. dispositions in the 
trial courts is: 

DJUV = 490 + 0.98 x FJUV 

with R2 = .99 and 

Ft,28-ratio = 5,137.7, p < .0001 
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Appendix C: Cases handled in state trial courts, 1976 

,-

CIVIL 

til 

t c: 
.2 0 til 

l- +- +-
t .c:: 10 .c:: 

'0 til 01 +-0 OJ E OJ iii l- .- .- n:: n:: 
t .... ~ OJ 

State Names 0 .- +- >- .~ :r: 
0 +- til U u t OJ 
I- :::J til 10 >- +- +- iii and ..:: 10 L.. - OJ +- til II 0 I - +- - n. ':; OJ +-

Court Titles ~ +- c: U c: 10 0 E 0 c: 
ro :::J 0 c: 0 E L.. CT 0 L.. OJ 
-' ..:: z :::> u (J) a.. UJ 0 a.. ::.: 

Alabama 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X X 
Juvenile Court 
Probate Court X X 
Family Court of X 

Jefferson County 
Municipal COUrt 
County Justice Court, X X X X X X X 

Morgan County 

A I aska 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X X X 
Magistrates Court X 

Arizona 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X X 
Justices of the Peace X X X X X X 
City Magistrates 

Arkansas 
Circuit Court X X X X X X 
Chancery and Probate X X X X X X 

Court 
Court of Common Pleas .. X X 

-, 

OJ .:: 
+- -10 .-
L.. 
+- > 
til U til .- -c: L.. 10 .- OJ 2!. E .c:: 
'0 +- n. 
..:: 0 ..:: 

X X X 
X X 

X X 

X X X 
X X 

X 

X X 
X 

X X X 

• 

CRIMINAL JUVENILE 
10-

TRIAL 

+-
U 

til OJ til c: til -+- .2 >- +- 01 - L.. .- OJ >-L.. +- ro L.. z L.. 
:;0: ro c: :;0: til :::J - .- iii '0 OJ OJ >- '-' >- 0 E >- c: til - L.. >- .!: L.. c: L.. 10 c: .- :::J L.. 
10 L.. > Qj .- 10 >- OJ c: -, :::J 0 c: 0 E c: U >- .... OJ >- I -, z .- c: OJ L.. . - c: U .... > L.. c: 
'0 10 U a.. L.. '0 OJ c: 0 :::J :::J 0 -L.. OJ c: U II) L.. :J OJ -, U -, z iii 10 
0 >- E 10 >- - 0 CT '0 til - c: c: 
10 c: OJ c: c: L.. 10 10 c: c: 

~ 
L.. u.. - - -L.. 0 '0 .- 0 OJ 2!. L.. .- OJ OJ u.. .- - E E +- - til '0 - .c:: +- - n. 10 .c:: ..:: > > .-

X <J) .- L.. <J) +- n. X <J) <J) +- +- n:: L.. L.. 
UJ u.. ::.: 0 u.. 0 ..:: UJ 0 0 (J) 0 I- U U U u 

t--

X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X 

X X X 
X X X 
X X X 

X X X 
X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X 
X 

X X 
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County Court 
Municipal Court 
City Gcutt 
Po I I ce Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 

California 
Super lor Cour t 
Justice Court 
MUnicipal Court 

Colorado 
District Court 
Denver Probate Court 
Denver J uven I Ie Court 
Denver Superior Court 
Water Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

Connecticut 
Superior Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Probate Court 
Juvenile Court 

Delaware 
Superior Court 
Court Of Chancery 
Court of Common Fleas 
Fam I I Y Court 
MUnicipal Court of 

Wilmington 
Alderman's Court 
Justl ce of the Peace 

Court 

District of Col umbl a 
Superior Court 

X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 
X X 

X X X X 
X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X 
X X X 

X X X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X 

X 
X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X 

.1 
I 

X X X X X 
X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X X X X X 

, 

X X X X X X X }( X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X' 
>: X X X 

X X X X X 
X X X X 

X X 
X X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X 
X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X 

X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
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State Names 
and 

Court Titles 

Florida 
Circuit Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 

Georgia 
Superior Court 
State Court 
Probate Court 
Juvenile Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Sma I I Claims Court 
Magistrate's Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 
Recorder's Court, 

Mayor's Court, 
Municipal Court, 
City Councl I Court, 
Police Court, and 
Cr Iml na I Court 

Hawaii 
Circuit Court 
Land Court 

t 
0 

t 
l-
"0 III 

0 Q) E 
l- .- -t ..... ~ 0 .- +-

~ +- III U u 
::l III III 
<C III r... -

~ 
, +- -

~ c: U c: III 
III ::l 0 c: 0 E 
..J <C Z ::> U <n 

X X X X 
X X 

X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X 

CASES HANDLED IN STATE TRIAL COURTS, 1976 (continued) 

CIVIL CRIMINAL JUVENILE TRIAL --
+-

~ u : III Q) 
III c: III -III +- .2 >- +- 0) c: , -

I 
r... a .- Q) >-.2 r... +- III r... Z r... III ~ III c: ~ III i ::l +- +- Q) .- ro "0 Q) Q) >- . ...., .c III .c .~ >- 0 ~ >- c: III - r... >- ! 0) +- r... .- c: r... III c: - ::l r... 
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X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X 
X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X 
X X X X X 

X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X 

X X X X 

X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
X 
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Tax Appeal Court X 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Idaho 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Magistrates Division X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Illinois 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Indiana , " 

Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X ,X X X 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 'X. ,X " X X X 
Criminal Court of X X X X X X X X 

Marlon County 
County Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Juvenile Court of X X X X X 

Marlon County 
Probate Court X X X X X 
Mun I c Ipa I Court of X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Marlon County 
City Court X X X X X X X X 'X X X X X X X X 
Town Court X X X X X 
Justice of the Peace X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Court 
, 

r. , Smal I Claims Court of X X 
Marlon County 

Iowa 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Kansas 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
City Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Magistrate Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Common Pleas Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X X X X X >< X X 
Probate Court X X X, X 
Juveni Ie Court X X X X 

Municipal Court X r 
I 

L 
L 

1 
--' ", 
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CASES HANDLED IN STATE TRIAL COURTS, 1976 (continued) 

CIVIL CRIMINAL 

III 

~ <: 
III .2 >-

t <: - L 
.2 L 4- ro 0 III 3: ro <: 

I- 4- 4- Q) .- iii t .J:; ro .J:; .!!: >- 0 ~ "0 III OJ 4- L .- <: 0 Q) E Q) 
iii 4- - ro L > Qi .-l- .- .- c:: c:: ro .- <: 0 E 

t .... ~ Q) L > .- <: Q) L 
State Names .g .- 4- >- .!d :r: 4- "0 ro u CL L 

~ III U u t Q) III U III L Q) <: U 
and :::l III ro >- 4- 4-

iii .- - 0 >- E ro >-ex:: ro L - Q) 4- III 11 c: L ro ro <: Ql c: <: L 
0 , - 4- - a. Q) 4- .- (J) 2l. L 0 "0 .- 0 Q) 

Court Titles 3: 4- " U <: ro 0 :l E 0 <: E .J:; 4- Qi III "0 - .J:; 
ro :::l 0 c: 0 E L C" 0 L Q) "0 4- a. X .- L Q) 4-

....J ex:: z :::> U en CL l.U 0 CL ::;: ex:: 0 ex:: l.U u.. ::;: 0 lJ.. 0 

Kentucky 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X 
Quarterly Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Po II ce Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Justice Court X X X X X X X X 

Louisiana 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Family Court X 
J uven I I e Court 
City Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Parish Court X X X X X X X X 
New Orleans 

Municipal Court X X 
New Orleans 

Traff I c Court 
Justice of the X X X X X 

Peace Court 
Mayor's Court X 

Maine 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Probate Court X 

.L 
L 
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JUVENILE 
4-
U 
Q) 

III -4- OJ .- Q) 
L z 
3: III 

"0 Q) Q) 
>- <: III -L ro <: .-
ro >- Q) <: 
<: U >- .... (J) . - <: U .... > 

"0 ~ <: 0 :::l 
III L Q) ...., 
- 0 C" "0 III ro ro c: <: :l L 

2l. L .- (J) 4- Q) 
4- - a. ro .J:; 

a. X Ql Q) 4- 4-ex:: l.U 0 0 en 0 

X X. 
X X X X 

X X X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X 

X 
X X X X 

------------------------~~ 

I-
TRIAL 

>-
L 
:l 

>- . ...., 
L >- .!: :l L ...., :::l 0 >- , ...., z 

L <: 
:l 0 - iii u ...., z ro - <: <: u.. - - .- -u.. .- .- E E ex:: > > c:: L L 

I- U U U u 
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X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X 

X X X X 

X X X 
X X X 

X 

X 
X 
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X X X X 
X X X 
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Maryland 
Circuit Court 
Distri~t Court 
Orphans' Court 

Massachusetts 
Superior Court 
District Court 
Boston Municipal Court 
Housing Court 
Land Court 
Court of Probate and 

Insolvency 
Juven i I e Court 

Michigan 
Circuit Court 
Court of Claims 
Recorder's Court of 

Detroit 
Common Pleas Court 

.po 
0 of Detroit 
I..n 

District Court 
Municipal Court 
Probate Court 

Minnesota 
District Court 
Conciliation Court 
County Court 
County Municipal Court 
Probate Court 
Justices of the Peace 

Court 

Mississippi 
Circuit Court 
Chancery Court 
County Court 
Fam I I Y Court 
Municipal Court 
Justi ce of the Peace 

Court 

'~,~-----

X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X 

X 
X 

X 
j{ I X 

X X X 
X 

X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X 

X X X X X X 
X 

X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X 

X X X X X X 
X X 

X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 
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Missouri 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Court of Common Pleas X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
St. Louis Court of X X X 

Criminal Correction 
Magistrate Court X X X X X X X X X 
Probate Court X X 
Municipal Court X 
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Montana 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Justice Court X X X X X X X X X X 
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I I 
New Hampsh I re 

Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Probate Court X X X 
Municipal Court, X X X X X X X X X X X X 

New Jersey 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
County District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Juvenile and Domestic X X X X X X 

Relations Court 
Municipal Court X X X 
Surrogates X 

New Mexico -
District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Magistrate Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Probate Court X 
Municipal Court X 
Sma I I Claims Court X X 

of A I buq uer'q ue 

New York 
Supreme Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Civi I Court of the X X X X X X X X X 

City of New York 

I Criminal Court of the X X X X X 
City of New York 

Fam II y Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Surrogates I Court X X X X X X X 
Court of Claims X X X X X X X X 
District Court 'X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

City Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Town and Vi I lage Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

North Caro II na 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

-District Court X X X X X X X X X X X X X :~ X X X X X X X X 
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State Names 
and 

Court Titles 

North Dakota 
District Court 
County Court with In-

creased Jurisdiction 
Municipal Court 
County Probate Court 
County Justice Court 

Ohio 
Court of Common Pleas 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Court of Claims 
Mayors' Court 

Oklahoma 
District Court 
State. I ndustr i a I Court 
Court of Bank Review 
Court of Tax Review 
Municipal Cr imi nal 

Court of Record 
Municipal Court Not 

of Record 

Oregon 
Circuit Court 
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Tax Court 
District Court X 
Justice Court X 
Municipal Court 
~ounty Court 

Pennsylvania 
Court of Common Pleas X 
Philadelphia Municipal X 

Court 
District Justice Court X 
Philadelphia Traffic 

Court 
Pittsburgh Traffic 

Magistrates 

Puerto Rico 
Superior Court X 
District Court X 
Justices of the Peace 
Municipal Court 

Rhode Island 
Supe·r·J or Court X 
District Court X 
Fam II y Court X 
Municipal Court 
Probate Court 

South Caro II na 
Circuit Court X 
County Court X 
Civil and Criminal X 

Court 
Family Court 
Magistrate Court X 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court X 

South Dakota 
Circuit Court: 

Circuit Judges X 
Lawyer Magistrates 
Lay Magistrates 
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X X X X X 
X X X X X 
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State Names 
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Tennessee 
Circuit Court 
Criminal Court 
Law and Equity Court 
Chancery Court 
Probate Court 
County Court 
Juveni Ie Court 
General Sessions Court 
Justice of the Peace 

Court 
Municipal Court 

Texas 
District Court 
Criminal District 

Court 
Domestic Relations 

Court 
Juveni Ie Court 
County Court at Law 
Constitutional County 

Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peqce 

Court 
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Utah 
District Court X X X X X X X X 
Juvenile Court 
City Court X X X X 
Justice of the Peace X X X 

Court 

Vermont 
Superior Court X X X X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X X X X X 
Probate Court X X X 

Virginia 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X 
District Court X X X X X X X X X 

Washington 
Superior Court X X X X X X X 
Municipal and Police 

Court 
District Court X X 
Justices of the Peace X 

West Virginia 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X X 
County Commission X X X 
Municipal Court 
Justice Court X X 

Wisconsin 
Circuit Court X X X X X X X X X X 
County Court X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Municipal Justice 

Court 

Wyoml ng 
District Court X X X X X X X X X' X 
J ust'l ce Court X X X X X X 
Municipal Court 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
National Court Statistics Project 

USER EVALUATION 
State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 1976 

Dear Reader: 
The National Court Statistics Project is interested in your comments and 

suggestions about this report. We have provided this form for whatever 
opinions you wish to express about it. Please cut out both of these pages, 
staple them together, and mail to the preprinted address. 

Thank you for your help. 

1. For what purpose did you use this report? 

2. For that purpose, the report- DMet most of my needs OMet some of my 

needs OMet none of my needs 

3. How will this report be useful to you? 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Data source 

Teaching material 

Reference for article or report 

General information 

Criminal justice program planning 

o Other (please specify) 

o 

----

--------------------~~ 

Will not be useful to me 
(please-explain) --------

4. Which parts of the report, if any, were difficult to understand or use? 
How could they be improved? 

Page 1 



r 
5. Can you point out specific parts of the text or table notes that are not 

clear or terms that need to be defined? 

6. Are there ways this report could be improved that you have not mentioned? 

7. Please suggest other topics you would like to see addressed in future 
reports using State Court Caseload data. 

8. In what capacity did you use this report? 

o 
o 
o 
o 

Researcher o Educator o Student 

Criminal justice agency employee 

Government other tQan criminal justice - Specify __________________ __ 

Other - Specify __________________________ ~ __________________ __ 

Page 2 
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9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

II 
1::1 

~ 1 

If you used this report as 
level of government. 

a governmental employee, please indicate the 

0 Federal 0 County o Other - Specify 

0 State 0 City 

If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please 
indicate the sector in which you work. 

0 Law enforcement (police) 0 Corrections 

0 Legal services and prosecution 0 Parole 

0 Public or private defense services 0 Criminal justice planning 

0 Courts or court administration 0 Other criminal justice 

0 Probation 
agency - Specify type 

If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 
the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

0 Agency or ins titution adminis trator 0 Program or project manager 

0 General program planner/evaluator/ 0 Statistician 
analyst 

0 0 Other - Specify 
Budget planner/evaluator/analyst 

0 Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst 

Additional comments 

Page 3 
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National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
3illiamsburg, VA 23185 

(fold here) 

Please 
Affix 
Postage 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
(fold here) 
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