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In 1986 State eoarts· intbe United 
States convicted an estimated 583,000 
persons of felonies IUld sentenced about 
4696 of that number to State prison. 
These estimates, from the National 
Judicial Reporting Program (NJRP) of 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), 
are the results of the first nationally 
representative survey of sentencing in 
State felony courts ever conducted. 
The survey provides data for two popu
lations: the entire United States and 
the Nation's 75 most populous counties. 

Highlights of the findings include: 

• Nationwide in 1986 an estimated 
110,000 persons were convicted of a 
violent felony, 103,000 of burglary, and 
76,000 of drug trafficking. Together 
these crimes accounted for an esti
mated 289,000 persons convicted of 
felonies-5096 of the total in 1986. 

• An estimated 4296 of felony convic
tions in State courts occurred within 
the Nation's 75 largest counties. These 
counties have 37% of the Nation's popu
lation but about half of its reported 
crime. 

• Throughout the Nation, State courts 
sentenced an estimated 4696 of con
victed felons to State prison, 2196 to 
local jails (usually for a year or less), 
3196 to straight probation, and 296 to 
other nonincarceration sentences. 

• In the 75 largest counties State courts 
sentenced 41 % of convicted felons to 
State prison, 30% to local jails, 2796 to 
straight probation, and 2% to other 
nonincarceration sentences. 

This report, based on the new 
National JUdicial Reporting Pro
gram of the Bureau of Justice Sta
tistics, presents the first nationally 
representative data on felony 
sentencing In State courts through
out the Nation. Drawing upon data 
collected from 100 counties for 
1986, it addresses such previously 
unanswered questions as: 

--How many persons are convicted 
of felonies In a single year In the 
United States? 

--What percent of those convicted 
of felonies are violent offenders? 

--What is the average length of 
probation sentences, jail sentences, 
and prison sentences? 

• Nationwide, 37% of those convicted 
of drug trafficking in State courts were 
sentenced to prison, 27% to local jails, 
and 3596 to straight probation. 

• Ar. estimated 296 of those convicted 
of murder or nonnegligent manslaughter 
in the Nation were sentenced to death. 

• Nationwide the average (or mean) in
carceration sentence was 4 years and 
10 months; the median sentence length 
(middle value) was 3 years. Sentences 
to State prison had an average length of 
6 years and 9 months and a median 
length of 5 years. Sentences to local 
jail had an average length of 9 months 
and a median length of 6 months. 
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--What percent of convicted drug 
tratfickers receive a prison 
sentence In State courts? 

As this series expands in the com
ing years, It will be possible to 
provide both greater detail and 
more precise estimates. In addition 
BJS will be able to examine changes 
ovp.r time In the use and duration of 
confinement and community sen
tences. 

RJS irate fully acknowledies the 
many State courts and prosecutors 
that participated In the National 
Judicial Reporting Program. Their 
coopera tlon and assistance made 
this report possible. 

Joseph M. Bessette 
Acting Director 

• Probation sentences averaged 3 years 
and 10 months in the Nation and 3 years 
and 5 months in the 75 largest counties. 

• Based upon sentence reductions for 
good behavior (good-time credits) and 
parole, it is estimated that those felons 
sentenced to prison in 1986 throughout 
the United States will serve an average 
of 2 years and 9 months before release. 
For murder and nonnegligent manslaugh
ter the estimated time to serve for 
those sentenced to prison is 7 years and 
2 months; for rape, 5 years and 6 
months; for robbery, 4 years and 9 
months; for burglary, 2 years and 7 
months; and for drug trafficking, 1 year 
and 10 months. 
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This report, the first from the NJRP, 
begins to close a gap in American 
criminal justice statistics. Until now 
no nationally representative data have 
been available describing the number of 
persons convicted of felonies in State 
courts and the sentences they receive. 
By contrast, national data on criminal 
offenses, arrests, and correctional 
populations have existed for many 
years. 

For its initial phase in 1986 the NJRP 
recorded information on felony convic
tions in a sample of 100 counties, where 
115 State courts heard felony cases. 
(Note that a single State court may In
cluae many individual judges and court
rooms.) By design, the sample ,included 
a large fraction of the 75 largest coun
ties, which comprise about 37% of the 
U.S. population but account for about 
half of the Nation's reported crime. 

The survey excluded Federal courts 
and those State or local courts that did 
not try felony cases. A separate re
porting program already exists for 
Federal courts. In Federal courts 
31,537 felony convictions (about 5% of 
all felony convictions In 1986) occurred 
for violations of Federal criminal stat
utes. Thus, State courts account for 
95% of all felony convictions in the 
United States. 

The survey included only offenses 
that State penal codes defined as fel
onies. Felony offenses are widely de
fined as crimes that have the potential 
of being punished by more than 1 year 
in prison. States usually designate 
specific courts to try felony offenses, 
although in some counties more than 
one court may handle such cases. 

Table 1. Estimated number of felony convictiOilS In State courts, 1986 
,-

Felony: convictions In: 
Most serious United States 75 largest counties 
conviction offense Number Percent Number Percent 

All 582,764 10096 245,204 10096 

Murdera 9,854 1.7 4,635 1.9 
Rape 19,685 3.4 7, il 1.4 2.9 
Robbery 42,305 7.3 23,660 9.6 
Aggravated assault 38,245 6.6 15,146 6.2 
Burglar~ 102,683 17.6 37,623 15.3 
Larceny 91,092 15.6 38,210 15.6 
Drug trafficking 76,437 13.1 40,116 16.4 
Other felonies 202,463 34.7 78,800 32.1 

Note: The first 6 offenses are U CR Index Persons received the offense designation for 
cri mes and are listed in order of decreasing drug trafficking only If they were not also 
seriousness. Any person convicted of convicted of one of the Index crl meso 
multiple offenses that Included any of the ~ncludes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
Index crl mes received the offense deslgna- ncludes motor vehicle theft. 
tlon of the most serious Index cri me. 

The NJRP evolved from two previous 
studies of State court sentencing con
ducted under BJS sponsorship: Felony 
sentencing in 18 local jurisdictions 
(NCJ-97681), covering 1983, and Sen
tencing outcomes in 28 felony coUrtS 
1985 (NCJ-I05743). Both studies 
focused on sentencing in selected 
me~ium·-to-large urban jurisdictions. 

The current program differs from 
the earlier stUdies in two important 
respects: 

• It Includes all felonies, not just the 
seven offenses of murder, rape, rob
bery, aggravated assault, burglary, lar
ceny/motor vehicle theft, and drug traf
ficking. 

• It is based on a nationally representa
tive sample of all State felony courts. 

of these programs provides nationally 
representative data. 

Because of the size and nature of the 
sample, the data reported here on the 
75 largest counties are likely to be a 
more accurate estimate of the true to
tal than the data on the Nation as a 
whole. In the next phase of the pro
gram data collection will be expanded 
to 300 counties to improve the accu
racy of national estimates. 

Felony conviction offenses 

Nationwide an estimated 583,000 
persons were convicted of a felony 
offense in State courts in 1986 (table 

1Computed from Appendix table 1, Drug law 
violators, 1980-86: Federal offenses and offenders, 
BJS Special Report, NCJ-111763, June 1988. 

NJRP is distinct from two other BJS 
programs that collect court data: the 
Prosecution of Felony Arrests program, 
which tracks felony case processing in 
selected cities, and the Offender-Based 
Transaction Statistics (OBTS) program, 
which follows the disposition of felony 
arrests, currently in 11 States. Neither 

1). Of these, 110,000 were convicted of 
a violent felony (19%), 103,000 of bur
glary (18%), and 76,000 of drug traf
ficking (13%). Altogether, the violent 
crimes plus burglary and drug traffick
ing accounted for an estimated 289,000 
of those convicted of felonies in 1986-
50% of the total. Felony convictions 
for larceny (including motor vehicle 
theft) constituted I!l'ound 16~ of all 
those convicted of felonies. 

Table 2. Types of felony sentences imposed by State court:.s, 1986 

Most United States 

serious Percent of felons sentenced to: 
conviction Incarceration Nonincarceration 

2Most larcenies are classified as misdemeanors 
rather than as the more serious felonies. 

75 l!!Nest counties 

Percent of felons sentenced to: 
Incarceration Nonincarceratlon 

offense Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other 

All 10096 6796 4696 2196 3396 3196 296 10096 7196 4196 3096 2996 2796 296 

Murdera 100 95 92 3 5 4 1 100 95 91 4 5 4 1 
Rape 100 88 7'5 13 12 10 2 100 86 68 18 14 13 1 
Robbery 100 87 76 11 13 12 1 100 87 71 16 13 12 1 
Aggravated assault 100 71 45 26 29 26 3 100 74 43 31 26 23 3 
Burgl5 100 74 53 21 26 24 2 100 75 50 25 25 23 2 
Larceny 100 64 40 24 36 34 2 100 65 36 29 35 33 2 
Drug trafficking 100 64 37 27 36 35 1 100 75 35 40 25 23 2 
Other felonies 100 58 36 22 42 39 3 100 60 27 33 40 36 4 

Note: See note on table 1. For persons most serious, followed by jail, then probation. ~ncludes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
receiving a combination of sentences, the Sentence designation "other" Includes unknown ncludes motor vehicle theft. 
sentence designation came from the most sentences-3,039 weighted cases for the Nation 
serious penalty imposed-prison being the and 405 for the 75 largest counties. 

2 
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Additional data obtained from a sub
set of sampled counties indicate the 
following breakdown for the estimated 
35% of convictions that were not for 
one of the seven specific offenses: 

Drug possession 1096 
Forgery or fraud 5 
Weapon possession 3 
Receiving stolen property 3 
Driving while intoxicated 

or other tramc 2 
Sex offenses (not rape) 1 
Escaping custody 1 
Other felonies 10 

In the 75 largest counties an esti
mated 245,000 persons were convicted 
of a felony offense in State courts in 
1986--42% of the national total. About 
a fourth of those convicted of felonies 
in the largest counties were convicted 
of robbery or burglary. Altogether, 
68% of those convicted of felonies were 
found guilty of one of the seven speci
fic offenses. Based on a subset of 
sampled counties, the breakdown for 
the remaining 32% is estimated as 
follows: 

Drug possession 996 
Forgery or fraud 4 
Weapon possession 3 
Receiving stolen property 3 
Driving while intoxicated 

or other traffic 2 
Sex offenses (not rape) 1 
Escaping custody 1 
Other felonies 9 

Sentences for felonies 

Nationwide in 1986 about 67% of all 
convicted felons were sentenced to a 
State prison or local jail (table 2). 

Some facts about the 75 largest 
colDlties 

The 1986 population in each of 
the 75 most populous counties 
in the United States exceeded 
587,000 residents. AlthoUl~h they 
contain 3796 of the Nation's pop
ulation, these 75 counties 
account for nearly half of the 
crimes reported to police in the 
U.s. (including nearly three 
quarters of the robberies re
ported to police), more than half 
of all arrests of drug traffickers, 
and ner..rly half of all murder 
conv!~tions in State courts. 

(, 

Percent of u.s. total. 1986 
Reported Adult Felony 

Offense crime arrests convictions 

All 4896 4496 

Murdera 55 51 
Rape 46 45 
Robbery 72 64 
Aggravated assault 51 45 
Burgla~ 46 43 
Larcen 47 43 
Drug trafficking 56 
Other felonies 44 

••• Data not available. 
:!!ncludes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
-Includes motor vehicle theft. 

4296 

47 
36 
56 
01.0 
37 
42 
53 
39 

Source: Crime in the U.8.-1986 (FBI, 1987) 
or machine-readable data for that publica
tion provided data for percents of crimes 
reported to police and of ftdult arrests. 

Arrests, convictions, and pll"ison sentences for felonies 

Using data from the FBI Uniform 
Crime Reports (U CR) on offenses 
and arrests, it is possible to 
compare for 1986 the number of 
crimes reported to police for of
fenses likely to be felonies, the 
number of arrests made for these 
crimes, and the number of felony 
convictions. 

The numbers are aggregates and 
should not be interpreted as ac
counting for the disposition of 
individual cases, because an offend
er may be convicted for a crime in 
a later year than when the crime 
was reported or the arrest was 
made. The comparisons, however, 
do illustrate the approximate odds 

of a conviction and a prison sentence 
given an arrest for a felony. 

In the Nation in 1986 for every 100 
adults arrested for murder or non
negligent manslaughter, 56 adults 
were convicted of such crimes, and 
52 were sentenced to prison for 
them. For every 100 adults arrested 
for robbery, 38 were convicted and 
29 were sentenced to prison; for ag
gravated assault, 13 convicted and 6 
sentenced to prison; for burglary, 36 
cf)nvicted and 19 sentenced to pris
"fl; and for drug trafficking, 41 
convicted and 15 sentenced to pris
on. The numbers tend to be slightly 
lower for the 75 largest counties. 

Number of reported crimes, felony arrests, felony convictions, 
and sentences to Incarceration, 1986 

Number of felony coovictiOlUl and aentencee 
to incarceration, for every 100 felony arresta 

Uniform Crime Rel:!Qrts 
Most Number 
serious of crimes 
conviction reported 
offense to police 

United States 

Murder· 20,610 
Robbery 542,780 
Aggravated assault 834,320 
Burglary 3,2U,400 
Drug trafficking 

75 largest counties 

Murder· 11,245 
Robbery 391,027 
Aggravated assault 421,608 
Burglary 1,488,679 
Drug trafficking 

Note: The offenses selected have the 
greatest comparability across reporting 
series. 10 the data on convictions and 
sentences, the offense designation came 
from the most serious offense. Sentence 
length data exclude 670 weighted cases 
with unknown prison sentences for the 
Nation and 236 weighted cases for the 75 

Number 
Number of felony 
of adult con-
arrests victions 

17,463 9,854 
112,266 42,305 
306,040 38,245 
288,384 102,683 
185,423 76,437 

8,982 4,635 
71,457 23,660 

136,372 15,146 
122,278 37,623 
104,363 40,116 

largest counties. 
_.Data not available. 

Number of 
felony sentences 

Incar-
ceration Prison 

9,384 9,118 
36,803 32,186 
27,141 17,348 
75,559 54,246 
48,651 28,151 

4,397 4,195 
20,594 16,742 
11,195 6,480 
28,075 18,706 
29,962 14,030 

-1ocludes nonnEliligent manslaughter. 
Source: Crime'ln the U.S.-1986 (FBI, 1987) 
or machine-readable data for that publica
tion provided data for percents of crimes 
reported to police and of adult arrests. 
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For 100 arrest.: 

Most Number Number of 
serious of felony sentences 
conviction felony Incarcer-
offense convictions ation Prison 

UnltedStatee 

Murder· 56 54 52 
Robbery 38 33 29 
Aggravated assault 13 9 6 
Burglary 36 26 19 
Drui trafficking 41 26 15 

75 largest c()Imties 

Murder· 52 49 47 
Robbery 33 29 23 
Aggravated assault 11 8 5 
Burglary 31 23 15 
Drui trafficking 38 211 13 

-1ocludes nonnecligent manslaughter. 
Source: Data in companion table. 



About 4696 of the adults convicted of a 
felony were sentenced to prison, which 
If! usually reserved for offenders with a 
sentence longer than 1 year. An esti
mated 2196 of all convicted felons were 
sentenced to local jails. 

An estimated 3196 of all adults con
victed of a felony in 1986 were sen
tenced to probation with no jail or pri
son time to serve. Depending on the 
nature of the sentence, if a felon 
placed on probation later fails to meet 
the requirements of probation, the 
court might then impose a sentence to 
incarceration. 

About 296 of the Nation's adults con
victed of felonies received other types 
of sentences that Included fines, resti
tution, treatment, and community service. 

In the 75 largest counties 4196 of con
victed felons were sentenced to State 
prison, and 3096 were sentenced to jail, 
bringing to 7196 the number sentenced 
to some type of Incarceration. About 
2796 were placed on straight probation, 
and 296 were given some other sentence. 

Sentence le.th 

An offender convicted of multiple 
offenses receives a sentence tor each 
offense. In such a csse the court 
determines whether the convicted felon 
will serve the sentences concurrently 
(at the same time) or consecutively 
(one after another). To describe 
sentence lengths, a set of rules was 
adopted to handle the different possi
bilities. For persons with consecutive 
sentences the total time is the sum of 
the sentence lengths, and for persons 
with concurrent sentences the total 
time is the same as the longest sen
tence. For persons convicted of a 
single offense the phrQSe "total time" 
refers simply to the sentence for that 
offense. Whenever an offender received 
a sentence range, such as 5-10 years, 
the maximum sentence was chosen. 

Two ways of calculating averages are 
used to describe sentence length: means 
and medians. Means are sensitive to a 
few very long or very short sentences In 
a distribution and do not Include in 
their calculation sentences to life In 
prison or to death. Median sentence 
length, the middle value in a range of 
sentences, Is not Influenced by extreme 
values and includes sentences to life in 
prison or to death. Median sentence 
lengths ar.e nearly always shorter than 
the corresponding means. An exception 
Is prison sentences for murder, where 
the median is longer than the mean be
cause the median includes those persons 
~entenced to life In prison or to death. 

Table 3. Sentence lengths for felony sentences 
Imposed by State courts, 1986 

United States 15 l!!!:Kest counties 
Most Maximum sentence length Maximum sentence length 
serious for felons sentenced tQ: for felons sentenced to: 
conviction Incarceration incarceration 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation Total Prison Jail Probation 

Mean sentence 

All 58 mos. 81 mos. 9 mos. 46 mos. 47 mos. 75 mos. 8 mos. 41 mos. 

Murdera 213 221 20 81 210 222 17 56 
Rape 129 151 11 54 132 164 10 58 
Robbery 124 139 10 49 91 109 10 52 
Aggravated assault 66 97 10 57 51 80 10 41 
Burglar~ 57 75 10 54 43 60 10 45 
Larceny 31 46 7 42 26 40 7 41 
IRug traffickingC 42 69 9 53 33 62 7 42 
Other felonies 38 56 8 41 26 50 7 38 

Median sentence 

All 36 mos. 60 mos. 6 mos. 36 mos. 24 mos. 48 mos. S mos. 36 mos. 

Murdera 240 240 12 
Rape 96 120 10 
Robbery 84 108 9 
Aggravated assault 36 60 6 
Burglar~ 36 60 6 
Larceny 24 36 5 
Drug trafficking 24 60 6 
Other felonies 24 36 4 

Note: See note on table 1. For persons 
receiving a combination of sentences, the 
sentence designation came trom the most 
serious penalty imposed-prison being the 
most serIous, followed by jail, then proba-
tlon. Sentence length data exclude 670 
weighted cases with unknown prison 
sentences for the Nation and 236 weighted 

For the Nation in 1986 the mean fel
ony sentence to a period of incarcera
tion (in prison or jail) was almost 5 
years; the median was 3 years (table 
3). Except for murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter, the mean sentences to 
incarceration were longer than the 
medians for each offense. The median 
incarceration sentence was 20 years for 
murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, 
8 years for rape, 7 years tor robbery, 3 
years for aggravated assault and for 
burglary, and 2 years for larceny and 
motor vehicle theft, drug trafficking, 
and other felonies. 

In the 75 largest counties the mean 
length of sentence to Incarceration for 
all felonies was almost 4 years; the me
dian was 2 years. The median incarcer
ation sentence was 20 years for murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter, 6 years 
for l.'age, and 5 years for robbery. The 
median was 2 years or less for all other 
felonies, including 1 year for drug traf
ficking. 

Prison sentences 

Nationally, the mean length of sen
tences to State prison was nearly 7 
years; the median term was 5 years. 
The mean prison sentence for murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter was 
about 18 years; the median was about 
2 years longer. As already noted, sen-

4 

60 240 240 12 60 
36 72 96 7 SO 
36 60 66 9 60 
36 24 48 6 36 
36 24 48 7 36 
36 16 30 6 36 
36 12 48 6 36 
36 12 36 5 36 

cases for the 75 largest counties. Means 
exclude sentences to death or to life in prison. 
~ncIUdes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

ncludes motor vehicle theft. 
cPrison means are based on cases where both 
total sentence and sentence for most serIous 
offense were known. 

tences to life In prison or to death are 
removed for calculation of the means 
but are included in the medians. 

In 1986 an estimated 2696 of all per
sons convicted of murder or nonnegli
gent manslaughter throughout the Na
tion were sentenced to life in prison or 
to death--approxi~tely 2496 to Ufe and 
about 2% to death. Life sentences as 
a percent of all sentences In 1986 are 
as follows: 

Sentenced to life 

All offenses .896 

Murder 24.3 
Rape 5.3 
Robbery 1.7 
Aggravated assault .1 
BUl'iIIl1'Y 
Larceny 
Drug traffickI~ .4 
Other felonIes .2 

- Lesu than .196. 

For the Nation as a whole the esti
mated median sentence length for those 
sentenced to prison was 10 years for 
rape and 9 years for robbery. The me
dian prison lientence was 5 years for 
three offenses: aggravated assault, 
burglary, and drug trafficking. 

3In 1986 one person entered prison under sentence 
of death for an offense other than murder. The 
offense, as reported In CapIta! pUnishment, 1986, 
BJS Bulletin, NCJ-106483, September 1987, was 
capital rape of a child. 
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In the 75 largest counties the mean 
length of State prison sentences was 
just over 6 years; the median was 4 
years. The mean prison sentence for 
murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
was about 18 years; the median, Includ
ing the sentences to life In prison and 
to death, was almost 2 years longer. 

Sentences to life In prison or to death 
for murder or nonnegligent manslaughter 
affect the calculation of the average 
sentences for the 75 largest counties as 
they do for the national estimates. 
About 2596 of all persons convicted of 
murder or nonnegligent manslaughter 
were sentenced to life in prls'on or to 
death--2396 to life and 296 to death. 
Life sentences as a percent of all sen
tences In the 75 largest counties are as 
follows: 

S!lntenced to life 

All offenses .&96 

Murder 22.9 
Rape 1.4 
Robbery 1.1 
Aggravated assaul t .3 
Burglary .1 
Larceny 
Drug trafficking .7 
Other felonies .3 

- Less than .196. 

The median prison sentence in the 75 
largest counties was 8 years for rape 
and 5 1/2 years for robbery. The me
dian prison sentence was 4 years for 
three offenses: aggravated assault, 
burglary, and drug trafficking. The 
median prison sentence was 3 years for 
"other felonies" and 2 1/2 years for 
felony larceny and motor vehicle theft. 

Jail sentences 

Among felons nationwide who re
ceived a sentence to local jail but no 
additional sentence to State prison, the 
mean sentence was 9 months, and the 
median was 6 months. For every of
fense category except murder and non
negligent manslaughter, both the mean 
and the median jail sentences were less 
than a year. 

For the 75 largest counties the mean 
length of sentence to jail for a felony 
was 8 months; the median was 6 months. 
For every felony conviction except mur
der and nonnegllgtmt manslaughter, 
both the mean and the median jail 
sentences were less than a year. 

Probation sentences 

In 1986 offenders convicted of fel
onies In the Nation and sentenced to 
probation but not to Incarceration 

received sentences with a mean length 
of almost 4 years and a median of 3 
years. The median probation sentence 
for every offense category other than 
murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
was 3 years. 

In the 75 largest counties felons who 
were sentenced to straight probation 
(no Incarceration time) received a mean 
sentence of almost 3 1/2 years and'a 
median of 3 years. The median pro
bation sentence was 5 years for murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter, rape, 
and robbery. The median was 3 years 
for all the other offenses. 

Estimated time to be served 
in State prison 

Sentences to prison typically far ex
ceed the amount of time actually served. 
Two primary reasons explain the differ
ence between sentences and time served: 

• Indeterminate sentences, in those 
States that authorize judges to give 
minimum and maximum sentence 
lengths, depend upon parole boards to 
determine the amount of time to be 
served in prison. 

• Most States authorize correctional 
authorities to grant inmates good time 
or other credits that accelerate the 
release dates. 

For both types of sentence reduction, 
released offenders usually serve the 
remaining portions of their sentences 
under supervision in the community. 

Based upon data colliected by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics in its 
National Corrections Fleporting 
Program, inmates released from prisons 
in 33 States in 1984 (the most recent 
available data) had sel'ved an average 
(mean) of 4196 of their total sentence 
(table 4). The average was calculated 
for inmates who were, new court commit
ments and who were released for the 
first time on that sentence, Percents 
of sentences served ranged from a high 
of 4496 for those convicted of rape or 
larceny/motor vehicle theft to a low of 
3296 for drug traffickers. Assuming 
that those sentenced to prison in 1986 
will actually serve about the same pro
portions of their sentences as those 
released from prison in 1984, these pro
portions can be applied t(1 1986 prison 
sentences to estimate the time that in
mates will serve in prison before release. 

Felons sentenced in 1986 would be 
expected to serve about 33 months of 
the average prison sentence of 81 
months. According to the same estima
tion technique, drug traffickers sen
tenced to prison in 1986 would serve 
about 22 month;; of a 69-month average 
sentence. 

Felons sentenced to prison in 1986 by 
courts in the 75 largest counties would 
be expected to serve about 31 months 
of the average prison sentence of 75 
months. Drug traffickers would be 
expected to serve about 20 months of 
sentences averaging about 62 months. 
Rapists would serve 6 years for sen
tences with a mean of about 14 years. 

Table 4. Estimated time to be served In State prison, 1986 

NCRP United States 75 Il\!Xest counties 
Most percent of Estimated Estimated 
serious sentence Mean time to be Mean time to be 
conviction served prison served prison served 
offense In prlsona sentence In prlsonb sentence In prlsonb 

All 4196 81 mos. 33 mos. 75 mos. 31 mos. 

Murderc 39 221 86 220 86 
Rape 44 151 66 164 72 
Robbery 41 139 57 109 45 
Aggravated assault 42 97 41 80 34 
BurglarYd 41 75 31 60 25 
Larceny 44 46 20 40 18 
Drug trafflcklnge 32 69 22 62 20 
Other felonies 42 56 24 50 21 

Note: See note on table 1. For persons apercent of sentence served includes credited jan 
receiving a combination of sentences, the "Ime. 
sentence designation came from the most Derived by multiplying percent of sentence actually 
serious penalty imposed-prison being the served by the mean sentence Imposed. 
most serious, followed by jan, then ~ncludes non negligent manslaughter. 
probation. Means exclude sentences to ncludes motor vehicle theft. 
death or to life In prison. Sentence length eprison means are based on cases where both total 
data exclude 670 'cYeighted cases with sentence and sentence for most serious offense were 
unknown prison sentences for the Nation known. 
and 236 weighted cases for the 75 largest Source: NCRP (National Corrections Reporting Pro-
counties. gram) unpublished data for prisoners released In 1984. 

5 



Sentence length for 
moot serious offense only 

Additional penalties for multiple 
offenses can be gauged by comparing 
the total sentence length, which in
cludes some consecutive sentences, 
with the sentence length fl'~ .only the 
most serious offense. 

Nationwide the mean sentence length 
for the most serious offense only for all 
those mmvicted of felonies was 75 
months (table 5). This was 6 months 
shorter than the mean total sentence. 
Two primary reasons explain the small 
difference of 6 months: 

• Most felons are not convicted of 
multiple ottenses. 

• In most cases offenders sentenced to 
prison for multiple offenses receive 
concurrent rather than consecutive 
sentences. 

Sentences for the most serious 
offense ranged from a mean of 16 1/2 
years for murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter to almost 3 1/2 years for 
felony larceny and motor vehicle theft. 
The differences between the mean total 
sentence and the mean sentence for the 
most serious offense ranged from 23 
months for murder and nonnegUgent 
manslaughter to less than 6 months for 
property felonies and drug trafficking. 

In the 75 largest counties prison 
sentences for the most serious con
viction offense averaged 69 months-
6 months shorter than the average total 
sentence of 75 months. Sentences for 
the most serious offense ranged from 
about 16 years for murder and non
negligent manslaughter to almost 
3 1/2 years for felony larceny and 
motor vehicle theft. 

A note on collateral consequence. 
of a felony conviction In 1988 

Convictions for a felony may result 
not only In a court-imposed penalty but 
also in the loss of rights and privileges 
as mandated by statute. Such losses 
are called the collateral consequences 
of a felony conviction. 

A national survey of 1986 State 
statutes found that convictions for 
felonies had t~e following collateral 
consequences: 

4Velmer S. Burton, Jr., et aI., "The Collateral 
Consequences of a Felony Conviction: A National 
Study of State Statutes," Federal Probation, 
September 1987, pp. 52-60. 

Table 5. Comparison of total sentences to State prIsool 
with sentences to prison for most serious offense, 1986 

United States 75 l!!!Xest counties 
Mean sentence length Mean sentence length 
to StB te I!rison to State I!rison 

Sentence Difference Sentence Difference 
for most between for most between 
serious the mean sel'lous the mean 

Most serious Total offense sentence Total offense sentence 
conviction offense sentence only lengths sentence only lengths 

All 81 mos. 75 mos. 6 mos. 75 mos. 69 mos, 6 mos. 

Murder· 221 198 23 27~ 193 29 
Rape 151 133 18 164 135 29 
Robbery 139 119 20 109 96 13 
Aggravated assault 97 87 10 80 73 7 
Burglar~ 75 72 3 60 59 1 
Larceny 46 41 5 40 40 0 
IlI'ug trafficklngC 69 68 1 62 62 0 
Other felonies 56 53 a 60 47 3 

Note: See note on teble 1. For persons prison sentences tor the Nation and 236 
receiving a combination of senten~es, the weighted cases for the 75 largest counties. 

~ncludes nonneillgent manslaughter. sentence designation carne from the most 
ncludes motor vehicle theft. serious penalty Imposed-prison being the 

most serious, followed by jail, then proba- cPrlson means are based on cases where both 
tlon. Means exclude sentences to death or total sentences and sentence for most serious 
to life in prison. Sentence length data offense were known. 
exclude 670 weighted cases with unknown 

Collateral consequences Number of States 

Permanent loss of right 
to serve on Jury 31 

Loss of right by any felon to own 
firearms for a period of time 31 

Grounds for divorce 28 
Permanent lOBS of right 

to hold public office 23 
Potential loss of parental 

custodial rights 16 
Permanent loss of right to vote 11 
Required criminal registration 

with law enforcement agencies 8 
Permanent denial of public employment 6 
Civil death (for certain felons, perma-

nent lOllS of such rights es the right 
to vote, to own or inherit property, 
to own a firearm, or to mlU'J'y) 4 

Methodology 

Sampling 

Resource constraints limited sample 
size to 100 counties for the 1986 
survey. Every county in the Nation had 
a nonzero probability of being in the 
sample. In general, the more felony 
cases a county had, the more likely it 
was to be in the sample. 

The survey used a two-stage stratified 
cluster sampling design. In the first 
stage the Nation's 3,109 counties or 
county equivalents were divided into 6 
strata. Strata 1 and 3 consisted solely 
of the 75 largest counties in the United 
States as defined by 1985 resident pop
ulation. Strata 2, 4, 5, and 6 consisted 
of the remaining 3,034 counties. 

Because the 75 largest counties ac
count for a disproportionately large 
amount of serious crime in the Nation, 
they were given a greater chance of 
being selected than the remaining 
counties. 

6 

Stratum 1 consisted ot the 19 
counties with the largest number of 
felony conylctlons In 1985, plus 13 
counties whose participation In the 
survey had been prearranged. Every 
county in stratum 1 was selected for 
the sample. 

Stratum 3 consisted of the 43 most 
populous counties that were not in 
stratum 1. The 43 were listed from 
largest to smallest number of felony 
convictions in 1985, and then approxi
mately every other county was select
ed. Stl'atum 3 thus contributed 22 
counties to the sample. Altogether 54 
out of the 75 largest counties were 
sampled. Data on 1985 felony convic
tions were obtained from a mail survey 
described in State felony courts and 
felony laws (NCJ-106273) and Census of 
State felony courts, 1985 (codebook for 
ICPSR 8667). 

Stratum 2 consisted of 10 counties 
whose participation in the survey had 
been prearranged. All 10 were In the 
sample. 

The 3,024 remaining counties were 
placed Into 3 strata defined by the total 
number of felony convictions in 1985 
and then arrayed within stratum by 
region and within region from largest to 
smallest on felony conviction totals. 
Within stratum 4, approximately every 
7th county was drawn, yielding 13 
counties for the sample; within stratum 
5, approximately every 49th was drawn, 
yielding 9 counties for the sample; and 
within stratum 6, approximately every 
179th was drawn, yielding 14 counties 
for the sample. 
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The final sample thus totaled 46 
counties from among the 3,034 counties 
outside the 75 largest. 

In 99 out of the sampled 100 coun
ties, case-level data were successfully 
obtained on convicted felons sentenced 
in 1986. The missing county, a member 
of stratum 2, was replaced by a county 
with similar characteristics. 

Collectively 115 State courts in the 
100 counties sentenced felons, and all 
115 were represented in the sample. 

The 42 sampled counties In strata 1 
and 2 were self-representing only, and 
their sampled cases therefore had a 
first stage sampling weight of 1. The 
remaining 58 counties sampled from 
strata 3 through 6 were selected to 
represent their respective strata so 

that the felony conviction cases sam
pled had first-stage weights greater 
than 1. 

At the second stage of sampling, a 
systematic sample of felon!) sentenced 
for murder/nonnelS'ligent manslaughter, 
rape, robbery, aggravated assault, bur
glary, felony larceny/motor vehicle 
theft, drulr trafficking, and other of
fenses was selected from each county's 
official records. The total sample 
numbered 51,594 cases. Of these, 
39,325 cases were in the 75 largest 
counties. 

Rates at which cases were sampled 
varied by stratum and crime type. In 
smaller counties every felony case was 
taken. In larger counties all murder 
cases and rape cases were typically 
included, but other offense categories 
were sampled. 

Before the sample was drawn, each 
felon sentenced in 1986 was piaced into 
one of the eight offense categories 
identified above. See note on table 1 
for details on how felons were cate
gorized when convicted of multiple 
offenses on a single day. These proce
dures gave each sentenced felon a 
single chance to be in the sample. An 
exception could have occurred if a felon 
appeared in court on more than 1 day 
for different offenses and received a 
sentence at each reappearance. 

Sampling error 

Estimates of sampling error are 
contained in a set of tables on page 9. 

AppendiI table. Counties In the sample 01' among the '15 largest In the United States 

Counties In the sam[!le Counties not In the Counties in the sam[!le Counties not in the 
Not among the Among the sample but among Not among the Among the sample but among 

state 75 largest the 75 largest the 75 largest State 75 largest the 75 largest the 75 largest 

Alabama Jefferson Michigan Wayne Macomb 

Arizona Maricopa Pima Oakland 

California Los Angeles Alameda Minnesota Hennepin " 
Orange Contra Costa Missouri St. Louis City Jackson 
Sacramento Fresno St. Louis 
San Bernardino Riverside Montana Lake 
San Diego San Mateo Wheatland 
San Francisco 
Santa Clara Nevada Clark 
Ventura New Jersey Camden Bergen 

Colorado Denver Essex 

Connecticut Fairfield Hartford Middlesex 

New Haven New Mexico Los Alamos 

D.C. Washington New York Erie Bronx 

Florida Gilchrist Broward Pinellas Kings Queens 

Polk Dade 
Monroe Westchester 
Nassau 

Sarasota Duval New York 
Hillsborough Suffolk 
Palm Beach North Carolina Columbus 

Georgia Dougherty Fulton Mecklenburg 
Evans Surry 

Hawaii Honolulu Ohio Lucas Cuyahoga Hamilton 

TIllnols Kane Cook Du Page Wood Franklin 

Indiana Warren Marlon Oklahoma Pushmataha Oklahoma 
Pittsburg 

Iowa Fremont Oregon Multnomah 
Kansas Republic Pennsylvania York Allegheny 

Sedgwick Montgomery 
KentUCky Kenton Jefferson Philadelphia 

Louisiana Beauregard South Carolina Marlboro 
Calcasleu Tennessee Sullivan Shelby 
Jefferson 
Lincoln TeXlill Haskell Bexar 
New Orleans Dallas 
Ouachita Harris 
Red River Tarrant 
Sabine Utah Salt Lake 
St. Mary 
Tangipahoa Virginia Richmond City Fairfax 
Wlnn Washington Kitsap King 

Maryland Baltimore Montgomery Wisconsin Marathon Milwaukee 
Bal~lmore City Prlnc!! George's Pierce 

Massachusetts Hampden Norfolk Essex 
Worcester Middlesex 

Suffolk 

7 



Sources of data 

State courts were the source of data 
for 61 counties; State prosecutors, 16 
counties; and State courts and State 
prosecutors combined, 5 counties. 
Sources for the remaining 18 counties 
included sentencing commissions .• a 
sheriff's office, a law enforcement 
commission, and a regional criminal 
justice Information system. 

For 47 counties the data were ob
tained from computer printouts sub
mitted by the source; for 21 counties, 
magnetic tape; for 17 counties, field 
data collection; and for the remaining 
15 counties the data were obtained 
from documents submitted by the 
source (for example, a questionnaire 
fUled out on each felon or records of 
arrest and prosecution on each felon). 

The U.S. Bureau of the Census col
lected data from 60 counties, and Mark 
Cunniff of the National Association of 
Criminal Justice Planners collected 
data from 40. 

Targeted population 

The survey targeted initial sentences 
imposed in 1986 on the first day the 
defendant received a sentence. Modi
fied sentences imposed on subsequent 
days were Ignored. When sentences 
were suspended on the day of imposi
tion, the recorded sentence was the one 
executed at the end of that day. 

Year of conviction was not a defining 
characteristic so that some cases in the 
sample were of persons convicted·be
fore 1986 but not sentenced until 1986. 

In a few counties, where it was im
practical to target sentences In 1986, 
the target was felons convicted in 1986. 
Some of the cases in these counties 
were sentenced after 1986. 

Olaracterlatica of the sample 

The smallest county In the sample 
had a 1986 resident population of about 
2,200 persons; the largest county had 
8.3 million l'esidents. A total of 37 
States were represented in the sample. 
One county had only one felony convic
tion in 1988, and one had as many as 
31,375. 

Qoime definitions 

Before the sample was drawn, eight 
crime categories were defined. State 
penal codes, restricted to those defined 

8B felonies and most closely conforming 
to each of the eight definitions, were 
identified. Convicted felons were 
placed Into appropriate categories 
based on their penal code citations. 
Because of differences In State clas
sification systems, murder and non
negligent manslaughter were classified 
as a single offense as were larceny and 
motor vehicle theft. These are the 
definitions for the offense categories: 

lIurder. (1) Intentionally causing the 
death of another person without 
extreme provocation or legal justi
fication or (2) causing the death of 
another while committing or attempt
ing to commit another crime. Murder 
excludes any type of manslaughter, 
conspiracies to commit murder, soli
citation of murder, and attempted 
murder. 

Honnegligent (voluntary) manslaughter. 
intentionally and without legal justifi
cation causing the death of another 
when acting under extreme provocation. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Bulletins are prepared principally 
by BJS staff. This bulletin was 
written by Patrick A. Langan and 
was edited by Thomas Hester. 
Data collection and processing 
were done by Mark Cunniff end 
Robert Cushman of the National 
Association of Criminal Justice 
Planners; by the staff of the U.s. 
Bureau of the Census, including 
Betty Ford, Stephanie Brown, 
Martha Greene, Henrietta Herrin, 
Steve Poyta, Victoria Campbell, 
Linda Huang, and Ken Lederman 
under the supervision of Diana 
Cull of the Governments Division; 
and by Joseph Cavey of the Field 
Division (Census Bureau). Carma 
Hogue of the Statistical Research 
Division (Census Bureau) was 
responsible for sample design. 
Report production was adminis
tered by Marilyn Marbrook, publi
cations unit chief, assisted by 
Yvonne Shields and Jeanne Harris. 

February 1989, NCJ-115210 

The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, coor
dinates the activities of the 
following program offices and 
bureaus: the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, National Institute of 
Justice, Bureau of Justice Assist
ance, Office of Juvenile Just~...;e 
and Delinquency Prevention, and 
the Office for Victims of Crime. 
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Rape: forcible intercourse (vaginal, 
anal, or oral) with a female or male. 
Includes forcible sodomy or penetration 
with a foreign object (whinh are some
times called "deviate sexual assault"); 
excludes statutory rape or any other 
nonforcible sexual acts with a minor or 
with someone unable to give legal or 
factual consent. Includes attempts. 

Robbery: the unlawful taking of prop
erty that Is In the immediate possession 
of another, by force or the threat of 
force. Includes forcible purse snatching, 
but excludes nonforcible purse snatching, 
which is classified as larceny/theft. 
Includes attempts. 

Aggravated assault: (1) Intentionally 
and without legal Justification causing 
serious bodily injury, with or without a 
deadly weapon, or (2) using a deadly or 
dangerous weapon to threaten, attempt, 
or cause bodily injury, regardless of the 
degree of !njury if any. Includes 
"attempted murder," "aggravated bat
tery," "felonious assault," and "assault 
with a deadly weapon." 

Burglary: the unlawful entry of a fixed 
structure used for regular residence, 
industry, or business, with or without 
the use of force, to commit a felony or 
theft. Includes attempts. 

Larceny; the unlawful taking of prop
erty other than a motor vehicle from 
the possession of another, by stealth, 
without force or deceit. Includes 
pocket picking, nonforcible purse 
snatching, shoplifting, and thetts 
from motor vehicles. Excludes receiv
ing a.,d/or reselling stolen property 
(fencing) and thefts through fraud or 
deceit. Includes attempts. 

Motor vehicle theft: the unlawful 
taking of a selt-propelled road vehicle 
owned by another. Includes the theft of 
automobiles, trucks, and motorcycles 
but not the theft of boats, aircraft, or 
farm equipment (which are classified as 
larceny/theft). Also includes recehring, 
possessing, stripping, transporting, and 
reselllng stolen vehicles and unauthor
ized use of a vehicle (joyriding). 
Includes attempts. 

a-ug trafficking: includes manufactur
ing, distributing, selling, smuggling, or 
"possession wJth intent to sell." Includes 
attempts. 

Other felonfes: all felony offenses not 
listed above. Includes drug possession, 
forgery or fraud, weapon possession, 
receiving stolen property, driving while 
Intoxicated or other traffic offenses, 
statutory rape, and sexual assault (not 
rape). Includes attempts. 
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&Itimates of one standard error for table 1. 

Total felony 
Most serious convictions in: 
conviction United 75 largest 
offense States counties 

All 81,587 7,356 
Murder 1,349 140 
Rape 3,461 399 
Robbery 4,614 703 
Aggravated assault 4,705 498 
Burglary 13,348 1,363 
Larceny 12,867 1,216 
Drug trafficking 7,794 2,737 
Other felonies 28,807 1,820 

Estimates of one standard error for table 2. 

United States 75 largest counties 
Most Percent of felons sentenced to: Percent of felons sentenced to: 
serious lncarcera tlon Nonincarceration lncarcera tlon Nonincarceratlon 
conviction Pro- Pro-
offense Total Prison Jail batlon Other Total Prison Jail batlon Other 

All 1.696 2.096 1.596 1.896 .296 .596 .696 .796 .596 .196 
Murder 1.3 1.5 .6 1.3 .1 .4 .6 .5 .4 .1 
Rape 2.7 3.1 1.8 2.2 .8 .9 1.4 1.4 .8 .1 
Robbery 1.5 2.2 1.3 1.4 .2 .7 .9 .8 .7 .2 
Aggravated assault 3.1 2.9 3.3 3.3 .8 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.0 .5 
Burglary 2.5 3.4 4.1 2.5 .3 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 .3 
Larceny 3.8 4.8 4.2 4.2 .5 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.4 .3 
Drug trafficking 3.7 2.5 2.8 3.6 .3 1.4 2.0 3.0 1.4 .3 
Other felonies 3.8 5.0 3.1 4.4 .4 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.2 .3 

Estimates of one standard error for table 3. 

United States 75 largest counties 
Most Maximum sentence length Maximum sentence length 
serious for felons sentenced to: for felons sentenced to: 
conviction lncarcera tion lncarcera tion 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation Total Prison Jail Probation 

Mean sentence 
All 2.5 mos. 2.8 mos. • 5 mos. 3.9 mos • • 9 mos. 1.3 mos • .3 mos. .7 mos. 

Murder 13.8 14.2 2.8 26.2 6.6 6.5 2.4 1.4 
Rape 11.7 12.5 1.6 5.7 7.5 9.0 .5 2.0 
Robbery 11.8 12.5 .7 6.8 2.8 3.1 .4 1.4 
Aggravated assault 6.0 7.0 2.1 15.0 2.4 3.0 1.2 .8 
Burglary 8.0 8.2 2.0 12.2 1.5 1.9 .6 1.7 
Larceny 4.0 3.7 .8 8.4 1.2 1.8 .4 1.4 
Drug trafficking 4.3 6.4 .9 13.3 2.9 4.0 .5 2.1 
Other felonies 4.1 3.3 .8 5.5 1.7 3.5 .5 1.1 

&Itimates of one standard error for table 5. 

Mean sentence length to State Ilrison 
United States 75 largest counties 

Sentence Sentence 
for most for most 

Must serious serious serious 
conviction Total offense Total offense 
offense sentence only sentenC!e only 

All 2.8 mos. 2.3 mos. 1.3 mos. 1.1 mos. 
Murder 14.2 14.7 6.5 6.4 
Rape 12.5 9.7 9.0 5.0 
Robbery 12.5 7.5 3.1 2.6 
Aggra va ted assault 7.0 6.8 3.0 2.6 
Burgiary 8.2 7.9 1.9 2.0 
Larceny 3.7 3.3 1.8 1.8 
Drug trafficking 6.4 6.5 4.0 4.4 
Other felonies 3.3 2.8 3.5 2.4 
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Report to the Nation 
on Crime and Justice 

A comprehensive statistical portrait 
that answers-

How much crime is there? 
Whom does it strike? 
When? 
Where? 
Who is the typical offender? 
What is the government's response 
to crime? 
How differently are juveniles 
handled from adults? 
What happens to convicted 
offenders? 
What are the costs of justice 
and who pays? 

For-
The general public 
Policymakers 
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Criminal justice practitioners 
Researchers 
Educators in our high schools 
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tables, graphics, and maps 
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To order the Report to the. Nation on Crime 
and Justice, NCJ-105506, write to: 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse 
Department F-AHU 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

For bulk orders, contact the U.S. Government 
Printing Office at 202-783-3238. The GPO 
Stock Number is 027-000-01295-7. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(revised January 1 989) 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 
301-251-5500) to order BJS reports, 
to be added to one of the BJS mailing 
lists, or to speak to a reference 
specialist in statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, M D 20850. 
BJS maintains the following 
mailing lists: 
• Drugs and crime data (new) 
• White-collar crime (new) 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Juvenile corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history information and 
information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 

Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more thail 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive 
of Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106 (toll-free 1-800-999-0960). 

National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 

1986 (final report), NCJ·111456, 9/88 
1985 (final report), NCJ·1 04273,5/87 
1984 (final report), NCJ·1 00435,5/86 
1983 (final report), NCJ·96459, 10/85 

BJS special reports: 
The redesigned National Crime 

Survey: Selected new data, NCJ-
114746,1/89 

Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-1 09978,3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ'107676, 11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ·1 07217, 

11/87 
Robbery victims, NCJ-1 04638, 4/87 
Violent crime by strangers and 

nonstrangers, NCJ·103702, 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence against 

women, NCJ-102037, 8/86 
Crime prevention measures, 

NCJ·1 00438,3/86 
The use of weapons In committing 

crimes, NCJ-99643, 1/86 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ-

99432, 12/85 
Locating city, suburban, and rural 

crime, NCJ-99535, 12/85 
The risk of violent crime, NCJ'97119, 

5/85 
The economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ-93450, 4/84 
Family violence, NCJ-93449, 4/84 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1987, NCJ-

113587,10/88 
Households touched by crime, 1 987, 

NCJ-111240, 5/88 
The crime of rape, NCJ·96777, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/85 
Violent crime by strangers, NCJ-80829, 

4/82 
Crime and the elderly, NCJ-79614, 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ·75710, 2/81 

Redesign of the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ-111457, 1/89 

The seasonality of crlmll victimization, 
NCJ-111 033, 6/88 

Series crimes: Report of a field test (BJS 
technical report), NCJ-1 04615, 4/87 

Crime and older Americans Information 
package, NCJ-104569, $10, 5/87 

Lifetime likelihood of victimization, (BJS 
technical report), NCJ-1 04274, 3/87 

Teenage victims, NCJ-103138, 12/86 

Response to screening questions In the 
National Crime Survey (BJS technical 
report), NCJ·97624. 7/85 

Victimization and fear of crime: World 
perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 

The National Crime Survey: Working 
papers, vol. I: Current and historical 
perspectives, NCJ-75374, 8/82 
vol. II: Methodological studies, 
NCJ-90307.12/84 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Capital punishment 1987, NCJ-111939. 
7/88 

Drug use and crime: State prison 
Inmate survey, 1986, NCJ-111940, 
7/88 

Prisoners In 1987, NCJ-11 0331,4/88 
Timed served In prison and on parole 

19i:l4,NCJ·108544,1/88 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·109926,1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, NCJ-

103967,2/87 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ-1 03204,12/86 
State and Federlll prisoners, 1925·85, 

102494, 11/86 
Prison admissions and releases, 1983, 

NCJ·1 00582, 3/86 
Examining recidivism, NCJ-96501, 2/85 
Returning to prison, NCJ'95700, 11/84 
Time served In prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84 

Correctional populations In the U.S.: 
1986, NCJ-111611, 1/89 
1985, NCJ-103957, 2/88 

Historical statistics on prisoners In State 
and Federal Institutions, yearend 
1925·86, NCJ·111 098,6/88 

1984 censUs of State adult correctional 
facilities, NCJ-1 05585, 7/87 

Historical corrections statistics In the 
U.S., 1850'1984, NCJ-1 02529, 4/87 

1979 survey of inmates of State correctional 
facilities and 1979 census of State 
correctional facilities: 

BJS special reports: 
The prevalence of Imprisonment, 

NCJ·93657, 7/85 
Career patterns In crime, NCJ-

88672,6/83 

BJS bulletins: 
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ·87575, 

3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ-86223, 

1/83 
"rlsons and prisoners, NCJ·80697, 

2/82 
Veterans In prison, NCJ·79232, 11/81 

Census of jails and survey of jail inmates: 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ-114319, 
12/88 

Drunk driving, NCJ-1 09945,2/88 
Jail Inmates, 1986, NCJ'107123, 

10/87 
The 1983 Jail census, NCJ-95536. 

11/84 

Census of local Jails, 1983: Data for 
Individual JailS, vols. HV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796·9; 
vol. V, Selected findings, methodology, 
summary tables, NCJ-112795, 11/88 

Our crowded JailS: A national plight, 
NCJ-111846,8/88 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole: 
1987, NCJ·113948, 11/88 
1986, NCJ'1 08012,12/87 
1985, NCJ-1 03683, 1/87 

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83 

BJS special reports: 
Time served In prison and on parole, 

1984, NCJ-108544, 1/88 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ· 

104916, 5/87 

Parole In the U.S., 1980 and 1981, 
NCJ-87387,3/86 

Characteristics of persons entering 
parole during 1978 and 1979, NCJ· 
87243,5/83 

Children in custody 
Census of public and private Juvenile 

detention, correctional, and shelter 
facilities, 1975·85, NCJ-114065, 
12/88 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 
(special report). NCJ-113365, 9/88 

Public juvenile facilities, 1985 
(bulletin), NCJ-1 02457,10/86 

1982-83 census of Juvenile detention 
and correctional facilities, NCJ-
101686, 9/86 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985, NCJ·1 04460, 3/87 
1983, NCJ-1 01776,7/86 
1982, NCJ-98327, 8/85 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ-106629, 

8/88 
Extracts, 1980 and 1981, NCJ·96007, 

6/85 
1971·79, NCJ-92596, 11/84 

Courts 
BJS bulletins: 

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986, 
NCJ-112919,9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ·l 06273,8/87 

The growth of appeals: 1973·83 trends, 
NCJ-96381, 2/85 

Case filings in State courts 1983, 
NCJ·95111, 10/84 

BJS special reports: 
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-

101985, 8/86 
Felony sentencing in 18 local jurlsdlc· 

tions, NCJ·97681, 6/85 
The prevalence of guilty pleas, NCJ-

96018, 12/84 
Sentencing practices in 13 States, 

NCJ·95399, 10/84 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony 
courts, NCJ-105743, 8/87 

National criminal defense systems study, 
~CJ·94702, 10/86 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1982, NCJ-1 06990,5/88 
1981, NCJ·101380, 9/86, $7.60 

Felony laws of the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia, 1986, 

NCJ-1 05066,2/88, $14.70 
State court model statistical dictionary, 

Supplement, NCJ·98326. 9/85 
1 st edition, NCJ·62320, 9/80 

Privacy and security 
Compendium of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1987 overview, NCJ·111097, 9/88 
1987 full re!"ort (1,497 pages, 

microfiche only), NCJ-113021, 9/88 

Criminal Justice Information policy: 
Public access to criminal history record 

Information, NCJ·111458, 11/88 
Juvenile records and record keeping 

systems, NCJ-112815.11/88 
Automated fingerprint Identification 

systems: Technology and policy 
Issues, NCJ-1 04342,4/87 

Criminal Justice "hot" files, 
NCJ'101850, 12/86 

Crime control and criminal records 
(BJS special report), NCJ·99176. 
10/85 

State criminal records repositories 
(BJS technical report), NCJ-99017, 
10/85 

Data quality of criminal history records, 
NCJ·98079, 10/85 

Intelligence and Investigative records, 
NCJ·95787,4/85 

Victim/witness legislation: An over
view, NCJ-94365. 12/84 

Proceedings of BJS/SEARCH 
conference: 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ-113560.11/88 

Data quality' policies and 
procedures, NCJ·101849, 12/86 

Information policy and crime control 
strategies, NCJ·93926. 10/84 

,,< 

Computer crime 
BJS specIal reports: 

Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ· 
96666,3/85 

Electronic fund transfer and crime, 
NCJ·92650, 2/84 

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, 
NCJ-100461,4/86 

Computer security techniques, NCJ· 
84049,9/82 

Electronic fund transfer systems and 
crime, NCJ·83736, 9/82 

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81, 
$11.50 

Federal justice statistics 
The Federal civil justice system (BJS 

bulletin), NCJ'1 04769, 7/87 
Employer perceptions of workplace 

crime, NCJ'101851, 7/87, $6 

Federal offenses and offenders 
BJS special reports: 

Drug law Violators, 1980-86, NCJ-
111763,6/88 

Pretrial release and detention: 
The Ball Reform Act of 1 984, 
NCJ-1 09929,2/88 

White-collar crime, NCJ-1 06876,9/87 
Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ-

96132,1/85 

BJS bulletins: 
Bank robbery, NCJ·94463, 8/84 
Federal drug law violators, NCJ-

92692,2/84 

General 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Profile of State and local law 
enforcement agencies, NCJ-113949, 
11/88 

International crime rates, NCJ-11 0776, 
5/88 

Tracking offenders, 1984, NCJ·1 09686, 
1/88 

BJS telephone contacts '87, NCJ-
102909, 12/86 

Tracking offenders: White-collar crime, 
NCJ·102867,11/86 

Police employment and expenditure, 
NCJ-1 00117.2/86 

Tracking offenders: The child victim, 
NCJ-95785,12/84 

Sourcebook of criminal Justice statistics, 
1987, NCJ-111612,9/88 

Report to the Nation on crime and 
justice: 

Second edition, NCJ·1 05506,6/88 
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 

8/88 
Drugs & crime data: 

Rolodex card, 800'666·3332, 8/88 
Data center & clearinghouse brochure, 

BC'000092, 2/88 
A guide to BJS data, NCJ-109956, 2/88 

Criminal justice microcomputer gulrle 
and software catalog, NCJ-112178, 
8/88 

Proceedings of the third workshop on law 
and justice statistics, NCJ-112230, 
7/88 

BJS data report, 1987, NCJ-11 0643, 
5/88 

BJS annual report, fiscal 1987, 
NCJ-109928.4/88 

1986 directory of automated criminal 
Justice information sytems, NCJ· 
102260, 1/87, $20 

Publications of BJS, 1971-84: A topical 
bibliography, TB030012, 10/86, $17.50 

BJS publications: Selected library in 
microfiche, 1971·84, PR030012. 
10/86, $203 domestic 

National survey of crime severity, NCJ· 
96017,10/85 

Criminal victimization of District of 
Columbia residents and Capitol Hili 
employees, 1982-83, NCJ-97982: 
Summary, NCJ-98567, 9185 

How to gain access to BJS data 
(brochure). BC-000022, 9/84 
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To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

o If the mailing label below is 
correct, check here and do not 
fill in name and address. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organiza tion: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

Justice Statistics ,Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
User Services Department 2 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 

Intere;;t in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 

Please put me on the mailing list for-

o 

o 

Justice expenditure and employ
ment reports--annual spending 
and staffing by Federal/State/ 
local governments and by func
tion (police, courts, etc.) 

o 

o 
processing of Federal white- New! 
White-collar crime--da ta on the} 

o 
collar crime cases ' 

Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and informa-
tion policy--new legisla tion; 0 

o 

maintaining and releasing 
intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

Federal statistics--da ta descri b
ing Federal case processing, from 
investigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Bulletin 

o 

Juvenile corrections reports-- 0 
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correction-
al facilities 

Drugs and crime data--sentencing 0 
and time served by drug offend-
ers, drug use at time of crime by 
jail inmates and State prisoners, 0 
and other quality data on drugs, 
crime, and law enforcement 

BJS bulletins and special reports 
--timely reports of the most 0 
current justice data 

Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts--case processing 
from prosecution through court 
disposition, State felony laws, 
felony sentencing, criminal 
defense 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

Con'ections repo!"ts--results of 
sample surveys and censuses of 
jails, prisons, parole, probation, 
and other corrections data 

National Crime Survey reports-
the only regular national survey 
of crime victims 

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)--broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ 
tables, 100+ figures, index) 

Send me a form to sign up for NIJ 
Reports (issued free 6 times a 
year), which abstracts both 
private and government criminal 
justice publ ications and lists 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 
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