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Foreword

The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 mandates an annual report on the topic of police
use of excessive force. In partial response to the
mandate, the Bureau of Justice Statistics initiated the
Survey of Police-Public Contact in 1999.

In the national study U.S. residents age 16 or older were
asked about any face-to-face contacts they may have had
with police during 1999. The survey was carried out to
document how many residents have such contacts, what
the nature of these contacts was, whether police used
force at any time during the contact, and (if so) whether
the resident considered the force to be "excessive."

Based on interviews with a sample of 80,543 persons
(representing just over 209 million residents nationwide),
the survey found that 1 in 5 Americans had a face-to-face
contact with police in 1999. Many of these contacts
occurred when people went to police to report a crime,

to get help, or to let police know about a problem in their
neighborhood.

Among the different reasons why residents had contact
with police, the most frequent one was traffic stops. This
report examines in some detail the incidence and preva-
lence of traffic stops and the role of traffic stops in under-
standing use of force contacts between citizens and law
enforcement officers.

Traffic stops accounted for fully 52% of all police contacts
in 1999. An estimated 19.3 million residents — or about
1in 10 licensed drivers — were pulled over by police
while driving a motor vehicle. Just over half of all traffic
stops were for speeding.

Of all the drivers stopped, 54% were ticketed, 6.6% were
searched, 3% were arrested, seven-tenths of 1% (an
estimated 139,300 stopped drivers) had some type of
force used against them by police, and one-half of 1% (an
estimated 100,000 stopped drivers) had "excessive" force
used against them.

In addition to traffic stops, the survey also asked respon-
dents about any police use of force which they experi-
enced in other, non-traffic contacts with police. According
to the survey, police had used some type of force against
an estimated 421,700 persons. The 421,700 consisted of
139,300 against whom the force occurred during a traffic
stop (33% of the total), plus 282,400 against whom the
force occurred during some other type of contact (such
as reporting a crime to police, being a witness to or
involved in a crime, and so forth).

Police had used "excessive" force against 321,000
persons, as estimated from survey results. The 321,000
consisted of 100,000 against whom the "excessive" force
occurred during a traffic stop (31% of the total), plus
221,000 against whom the force occurred during some
other type of face-to-face contact.

Lawrence A. Greenfeld

Acting Director
Bureau of Justice Statistics
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Highlights

General characteristics of drivers
stopped by police in 1999

e The 1999 U.S. population totaled
209.4 million persons age 16 or older.
An estimated 89% of the population, or
186.3 million, were licensed drivers.
Also in 1999, 19.3 million drivers age
16 or older, or 10.3% of all licensed
drivers, were stopped by police.

* Among drivers age 16-24, blacks
(17.1%) did not differ significantly from
either whites (20.1%) or Hispanics
(15.5%) in the probability of being
stopped. White drivers age 16-24 were
somewhat more likely than their

Hispanic counterparts to be pulled over.

* The average number of stops was
greater for young black males (2.7)
than young white males (1.7) and
marginally greater than for young
Hispanic males (1.8).

Drivers' opinions of the legitimacy
of the stops

¢ Both blacks (74.0%) and Hispanics
(81.6%) were less likely than whites
(86.0%) to feel they were stopped by
police for a legitimate reason.

¢ Of drivers stopped more than once,
whites (84.4%) were more likely than
both blacks (70.2%) and Hispanics

(70%) to feel the stop was legitimate.

¢ Among male drivers age 16-24,
blacks (75.7%) were not significantly
less likely than whites (83.2%) or
Hispanics (76.0%) to feel the stops
were legitimate.

Reason for traffic stop

* Few drivers were not informed of the
reason for being stopped by police.

No significant differences were found
between white (1.5%), black (2.0%), or
Hispanic (1.2%) drivers in the likelihood
of being informed by the officer of the
reason for the traffic stop.

* Males stopped for speeding were
more likely to be ticketed (70.3%) than
females (66.5%).

* Drivers age 16-24 who were stopped
for speeding were ticketed (73.6%)
more often than drivers over 24
(66.8%).

* Among drivers stopped for speeding,
blacks (75.7%) and Hispanics (79.4%)

were more likely than whites (66.6%) to
be ticketed.

Searches conducted by police
during traffic stops

¢ In 1999, 6.6% of traffic stops involved
a search of the driver, the vehicle, or
both.

* Police were more likely to conduct a
search of the vehicle and/or driver in
traffic stops involving black male
drivers (15.9%) or Hispanic male
drivers (14.2%), compared to white
male drivers (7.9%).

» Of the nearly 1.3 million searches
of vehicles and/or drivers conducted
following traffic stops in 1999, 37%
were accompanied by an arrest of the
driver.

Police use of force in traffic stops
and in other situations

¢ Approximately 422,000 persons age
16 or older said the police used or
threatened to use force against them
at least once during 1999.

« Traffic stops accounted for 139,000
police use of force incidents, 33% of
the 422,000 incident total.

¢ Of the 139,000 force contacts that
occurred during a traffic stop, the
majority involved a male driver (98.2%
of those contacts). Males accounted
for 81.4% of the remaining 282,00 force
contacts that occurred at times other
than a traffic stop.

¢ Persons under 25 were involved in
just over half of all force contacts with
police in 1999.

* Most (76.1%) of the 422,000 people
involved in a police use of force

incident said the force was excessive.

Characteristics of Drivers Stopped by Police, 1999 1



Characteristics of drivers stopped by police

The 1999 U.S. population totaled 209.4
million persons age 16 or older (see
Appendix A). An estimated 89% of the
population, or 186.3 million, were
licensed drivers (table 1).

Also in 1999, 19.3 million drivers age
16 or older were stopped by police.

Driver gender

The 186.3 million licensed drivers were
almost evenly split among males
(50.4%) and females (49.6%).

By contrast, of the 19.3 million drivers
stopped in 1999, 60.8% were male and
39.2% were female.

Driver age

Persons over 24 years of age were the
majority of licensed drivers (85.5%), as
well as the majority involved in a traffic
stop (73.5%).

Driver race/ethnicity

Whites were 76.7% of licensed drivers
and 77% of drivers stopped by police in
1999. Blacks were 9.8% of licensed
drivers, but 11.6% of stopped drivers,
while Hispanics accounted for 9.9% of
licensed drivers and 8.4% of stopped
drivers. An additional 3.6% of licensed
drivers were persons of other races,
who were also 3% of drivers stopped
by police.

Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Young white males (those age 16-24)
were 5.2% of licensed drivers and
12.3% of the 19.3 million drivers pulled
over by police (table 2). Young black
males accounted for 0.8% of licensed
drivers and 1.6% of traffic stops, while
young Hispanic males were 1.1% of
licensed drivers and 2% of stopped
drivers. Young males of other races
formed 0.4% of persons with a license
and 0.6% of drivers involved in a traffic
stop.

Table 1. Characteristics of stopped drivers compared to characteristics of
licensed drivers, 1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Gender, Drivers age 16 or older Licensed drivers in the

age, and stopped by police in 1999 United States

race/ethnicity ~ Number Percent Number Percent
Total 19,277,002 100.0% 186,322,014 100.0%

Gender
Male 11,721,808 60.8% 93,807,374 50.4%
Female 7,555,194 39.2 92,210,068 49.6

Age
16-19 2,031,789 10.5% 11,177,552 6.0%
20-24 3,082,015 16.0 16,115,497 8.7
25-29 2,477,904 12.8 16,924,648 9.1
30-34 2,249,807 11.7 18,658,151 10.0
35-39 2,275,797 11.8 21,493,378 11.6
40-44 2,171,066 11.3 21,032,615 11.3
45-49 1,593,418 8.3 18,586,382 10.0
50-54 1,220,709 6.3 15,475,569 8.3
55-59 872,848 4.5 11,829,563 6.4
60-64 495,099 2.6 9,219,126 5.0
65-69 352,208 1.8 7,946,495 4.3
70-74 242,294 1.3 7,153,913 3.9
75 or older 212,046 1.1 9,715,425 5.2

Age
16-24 5,113,805 26.5% 27,081,987 14.5%
25 or older 14,163,197 73.5 159,313,319 85.5

Race/ethnicity
White 14,846,114 77.0% 142,767,917 76.7%
Black 2,231,801 11.6 18,134,397 9.8
Hispanic 1,615,088 8.4 18,298,101 9.9
Other race 583,999 3.0 6,708,204 3.6

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.

Sources: Data on licensed drivers in the U.S. are estimated from the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s 1995 Nationwide Personal Transportation Survey; all other data are from
the BJS 1999 Police-Public Contact Survey.

Table 2. Characteristics of stopped drivers compared to characteristics of
licensed drivers, 1999: Combined categories of gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Drivers age 16 or older Licensed drivers

Gender, age, stopped by police in 1999 in the United States

and race/ethnicity Number Percent Number Percent
Total 19,277,002 100.0% 186,322,014 100.0%

Males age 16-24 3,188,375 16.5% 13,956,728 7.5%
White 2,370,955 12.3 9,752,869 5.2
Black 302,620 1.6 1,522,862 0.8
Hispanic 389,739 2.0 1,994,316 1.1
Other race 125,062 0.6 709,722 0.4

Males age 25 or older 8,533,433 44.3% 79,455,735 42.6%
White 6,558,127 34.0 61,407,387 33.0
Black 1,025,076 5.3 7,440,523 4.0
Hispanic 704,852 3.7 7,070,674 3.8
Other race 245,378 1.3 2,990,658 1.6

Females age 16-24 1,925,429 10.0% 13,299,365 71%
White 1,453,078 7.5 9,307,657 5.0
Black 226,148 1.2 1,564,859 0.8
Hispanic 193,881 1.0 1,757,112 0.9
Other race 52,322 0.3 632,085 0.3

Females age 25 or older 5,629,764 29.2% 79,545,810 42.7%
White 4,463,955 23.2 62,841,061 33.7
Black 677,957 3.5 7,749,022 4.2
Hispanic 326,616 1.7 6,045,510 3.2
Other race 161,237 0.8 2,840,768 15

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.

Sources: See table 1.
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Likelihood of drivers being stopped

Nationwide, 19.3 million drivers —
10.3% of the 186.3 million licensed
drivers — were pulled over by police at
least one time in 1999 while driving a
motor vehicle (table 3). Of the 19.3
million drivers stopped by police in
1999, approximately 4 million were
pulled over 2 or more times. These 4
million drivers made up 2.1% of the
total number of licensed drivers in the
United States.

Driver gender

Males (12.5%) were more likely than
females (8.2%) to be stopped at least
once, and males (2.9%) were also
more likely than females (1.4%) to be
stopped more than once.

Driver age

Compared to drivers over age 24
(8.9%), those 16 to 24 (18.9%) had a
greater overall likelihood of being pulled
over by police and a greater likelihood
of being stopped more than once (6%
of drivers age 16-24 versus 1.5% of
those over 24).

Driver race/ethnicity

Black drivers were somewhat more
likely than white drivers to be stopped

Racial differences in traffic stops
may hot signal racial profiling

To form evidence of racial profiling,
the survey would have to show (all
other things being equal) —

Blacks and/or Hispanics were no
more likely than whites to violate
traffic laws,

and

Police pulled over blacks and/or
Hispanics at a higher rate than
whites.

Because the survey has information
only on how often persons of differ-
ence races are stopped, not on how
often they actually break traffic laws,
analysis of data from the 1999
Police-Public Contact Survey cannot
determine whether or to what extent
racial profiling exists.

Table 3. Of all licensed drivers, percent stopped at least once and more than
once, 1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Gender, Number Drivers stopped Drivers stopped
age, and with driver's at least once in 1999 more than once in 1999
race/ethnicity license Number Percent Number Percent
Total 186,322,014 19,277,002 10.3% 3,990,339 21%
Gender
Male 93,807,374 11,721,808 12.5% 2,707,738 2.9%
Female 92,210,068 7,555,194 8.2 1,276,828 1.4
Age
16-24 27,081,987 5,113,805 18.9% 1,631,304 6.0%
25 or older 159,313,319 14,163,197 8.9 2,351,091 1.5
Race/ethnicity
White 142,767,917 14,846,114 10.4% 2,984,069 21%
Black 18,134,397 2,231,801 12.3 546,791 3.0
Hispanic 18,298,101 1,615,088 8.8 366,625 2.0
Other race 6,708,204 583,999 8.7 87,016 1.3

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.
Sources: See table 1.

at least once (12.3% of blacks versus
10.4% of whites). Blacks were signifi-
cantly more likely than both Hispanics
(8.8%) and drivers of other races
(8.7%) to be stopped at least once.
There was also some indication that
black drivers (3.0%) were more likely
than both white drivers (2.1%) and
Hispanic drivers (2%) to be stopped
more than once.

Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Among persons age 16-24 —

* blacks (17.1%) did not differ signifi-
cantly from either whites (20.1%) or
Hispanics (15.5%) in the probability of
being stopped (table 4)

* whites (20.1%) were somewhat more
likely than Hispanics (15.5%) to be
pulled over

¢ no significant differences by race
were found in the probability of being
stopped more than once.

Among persons over age 24 —

* blacks (11.2%) were significantly
more likely than whites (8.9%) to be
pulled over and somewhat more likely
than Hispanics (7.8%)(table 4)

* blacks (2.2%) were significantly more
likely than Hispanics (1.3%) and
somewhat more likely than whites
(1.5%) to be stopped more than once
by police.

Table 4. Of all licensed drivers, percent stopped at least once and more than
once, 1999: Combined categories of race/ethnicity and age

Number Drivers stopped Drivers stopped
Age and with driver's at least once in 1999 more than once in 1999
race/ethnicity  license Number Percent Number Percent
Total 186,322,014 19,277,002 10.3% 3,990,339 2.1%
16t0 24
White 19,057,926 3,824,033 20.1% 1,189,274 6.2%
Black 3,096,493 528,768 171 206,220 6.7
Hispanic 3,775,546 583,620 15.5 195,513 5.2
Other race 1,332,156 177,384 13.3 40,621 3.0
25 or older
White 123,710,589 11,022,082 8.9% 1,796,599 1.5%
Black 15,144,107 1,703,033 11.2 340,607 2.2
Hispanic 13,208,655 1,031,468 7.8 170,192 1.3
Other race 5,923,112 406,615 6.9 46,354 0.8

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.
Sources: See table 1.
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Among male drivers over age 24 —

¢ blacks (13.8%) were more likely than
whites (10.7%) and Hispanics (10%) to
be stopped by police in 1999 (table 5)

¢ blacks (3.2%) were more likely than
whites (2%) and somewhat more likely
than Hispanic (1.8%) to be stopped
more than one time.

Among female drivers over age 24—

¢ whites (7.1%) and blacks (8.7%)
were more likely than Hispanics (5.4%)
to be pulled over at least once

¢ blacks (8.7%) were more likely to be
stopped than whites (7.1%)

¢ the likelihood of being stopped more
than once during 1999 did not differ
significantly between the races.

Average number of traffic stops

Police stopped an estimated 19.3
million drivers at least once in 1999,
and some of the 19.3 million were
stopped more than once. The 19.3
million drivers experienced altogether
27 million traffic stops during the year

Table 5. Of all licensed drivers, percent stopped at least once and more than
once, 1999: Combined categories of gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Number Drivers stopped Drivers stopped

Gender, age with driver's  at least once in 1999 more than once in 1999

and race/ethnicity license Number Percent  Number Percent
Total 186,322,014 19,277,002 10.3% 3,990,339 2.1%

Males age 16 to 24 13,956,728 3,188,375 22.8% 1,087,236 7.8%
White 9,752,869 2,370,955 24.3 756,335 7.8
Black 1,522,862 302,620 19.9 156,455 10.3
Hispanic 1,994,316 389,739 19.5 142,644 7.2
Other race 709,722 125,062 17.6 33,642 4.7

Males age 25 or older 79,455,735 8,533,433 10.7% 1,621,352 2.0%
White 61,407,387 6,558,127 10.7 1,219,812 2.0
Black 7,440,523 1,025,076 13.8 239,868 3.2
Hispanic 7,070,674 704,852 10.0 130,398 1.8
Other race 2,990,658 245,378 8.2 29,200 1.0

Females age 16 to 24 13,299,365 1,925,429 14.5% 542,971 4.1%
White 9,307,657 1,453,078 15.6 433,017 47
Black 1,564,859 226,148 14.5 50,657 3.2
Hispanic 1,757,112 193,881 11.0 52,736 3.0
Other race 632,085 52,322 8.3 7,011 1.1*

Females age 25 or older 79,545,810 5,629,764 71% 737,499 0.9%
White 62,841,061 4,463,955 71 580,314 0.9
Black 7,749,022 677,957 8.7 100,338 1.3
Hispanic 6,045,510 326,616 5.4 40,174 0.7
Other race 2,840,768 161,237 5.7 17,252* 0.6*

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding. *Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Sources: See table 1.

* greater for 16-24 year-olds (1.7) * marginally greater for young black
males (2.7) than young Hispanic
* greater for young black males (2.7) males (1.8) (table 7).

than young white males (1.7)

(table 6). On average, 1.4 traffic stops Table 7. Traffic stops, 1999: Combined categories
per stopped driver occurred in 1999. of gender, age, and race/ethnicity
Number in 1999
The average number of stops was — Drivers age 16 Average number
Gender, age, or older stopped  Traffic stops  of stops per
* greater for males (1.5) than females (1.3) and race/ethnicity by police (in millions)  driver
Total 19,277,002 27.0 1.4
Table 6. Traffic stops, 1999: Gender, age,
and race/ethnicity Males age 16 to 24 3,188,375 5.7 1.8
. White 2,370,955 4.0 1.7
- Number in 1999 A"ersge Black 302,620 0.8 2.7
rivers age . number Hispanic 389,739 0.7 1.8
Gender, age, or older stopped  Traffic stops  of stops
- - A - Other race 125,062 0.2 1.5
and race/ethnicity by police (in millions) per driver
Total 19,277,002 27.0 1.4 Males age 25 or older 8,533,433 11.9 1.4
White 6,558,127 8.5 1.3
Gender Black 1,025,076 1.5 1.5
Male 11,721,808 17.6 15 Hispanic 704,852 0.9 1.3
Female 7,555,194 9.8 1.3 Other race 245,378 0.3 1.2
Age Females age 16 to 24 1,925,429 2.9 1.5
16-24 5,113,805 8.7 1.7 White 1,453,078 2.2 1.5
25 or older 14,163,197 18.4 1.3 Black 226,148 0.3 1.4
. Hispanic 193,881 0.3 1.4
Race/ethnicity Other race 52,322 0.1 1.3
White 14,846,114 20.7 1.4
Black 2,231,801 3.5 1.6 Females age 25 or older 5,629,764 6.8 1.2
Hispanic 1,615,088 2.2 1.4 White 4,463,955 5.4 1.2
Other race 583,999 0.7 1.2 Black 677,957 0.9 1.3
Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding. Hispanic 326,616 0.4 1.2
Other race 161,237 0.2 1.1
Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.
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Driver opinion on being stopped

An estimated 84% of drivers stopped
by police, or 16.2 million drivers, felt
they were pulled over for a legitimate
reason (table 8). While the majority of
drivers felt the police were justified in
stopping them, opinion was not uniform
across different segments of the
population.

Driver gender

Males (82.3%) were less likely than
females (87.3%) to feel the stop was
for a legitimate reason.

Males who were stopped once (83.7%)
were more likely to feel the stop was
legitimate than males stopped more
than one time during 1999 (78.2%).

Driver opinion on being stopped did not
differ significantly for females stopped
once (87.2%) and females stopped
more than once (87.7%).

Driver age

The percentage of drivers who felt they
were stopped for a legitimate reason
did not differ significantly between
those 16-to-24 years of age (83.5%)
and those over 24 (84.6%).

Drivers under age 25 and stopped
multiple times (78.2%) were less likely
than drivers over 24 (83.5%) to feel the
stop was legitimate.

Among persons age 16-24 —

e drivers stopped once (86.2%) were
more likely to feel the stop was legiti-
mate than those stopped more than
one time (78.2%).

Table 8. Driver opinion on being stopped, 1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Percent of stopped drivers who felt they had been stopped
in 1999 for a legitimate reason

Gender, age, . All drivers Drivers stopped Drivers stopped
and race/ethnicity stopped one time two or more times
Total 84.3% 85.1% 81.3%
Gender
Male 82.3% 83.7% 78.2%
Female 87.3 87.2 87.7
Age
16-24 83.5% 86.2% 78.2%
25 or older 84.6 84.8 83.5
Race/ethnicity
White 86.0% 86.5% 84.4%
Black 74.0 751 70.2
Hispanic 81.6 84.9 70.0
Other race 84.6 85.0 84.4

Among persons over age 24 —

* the opinion of drivers stopped once
(84.8%) did not differ significantly from
those stopped two or more times
(83.5%).

Driver race/ethnicity

Both blacks (74.0%) and Hispanics
(81.6%) were less likely than whites
(86%) to feel they were stopped by
police for a legitimate reason. Drivers
of other races (84.6%) were not less
likely than whites to feel the stop was
legitimate.

There was no significant difference in
driver opinion between blacks stopped
once (75.1%) and blacks stopped more
than once (70.2%).

Of drivers stopped one time —

¢ blacks (75.1%) were less likely than
whites (86.5%), Hispanics (84.9%) and
drivers of other races (85%) to report
feeling that the stop was legitimate.

Of drivers stopped more than once —

¢ whites (84.4%) were more likely than
both blacks (70.2%) and Hispanics
(70%) to feel the stop was legitimate

e drivers of other races (84.4%) were
somewhat more likely to report that the
stop was legitimate than black (70.2%)
drivers.
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Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Among male drivers age 16-24 —

* blacks (75.7%) were not significantly
less likely than whites (83.2%) or
Hispanics (76.0%) to feel the stop was
legitimate (table 9)

e a marginally greater percentage of
whites (83.2%) felt the stop was legiti-
mate than Hispanics (76%)

¢ Hispanics stopped more than one
time (62.7%) were somewhat less likely
to feel the stop was legitimate than
whites (78.7%).

Among male drivers over age 24 —

¢ the opinions of blacks (73.1%) did not
differ significantly from Hispanics
(79.4%)

* whites (84.3%) were significantly
more likely to feel the stop was legiti-
mate than blacks (73.1%)

¢ whites (84.3%) had a somewhat
better opinion of the traffic stop than
Hispanics (79.4%)

¢ black (68%) and Hispanic (65.3%)
drivers stopped two or more times were
less likely to feel the stop was legiti-
mate than white drivers (83.5%)
stopped two or more times.

Table 9. Driver opinion on being stopped, 1999: Combined categories
of gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Percent of stopped drivers who felt they had been
stopped in 1999 for a legitimate reason

Gender, age, and All drivers Drivers stopped Drivers stopped
race/ethnicity stopped one time two or more times
Total 84.3% 85.1% 81.3%
Males age 16 to 24 81.8% 85.4% 75.9%
White 83.2 85.9 78.7
Black 75.7 81.6 70.4
Hispanic 76.0 83.4 62.7
Other race 86.5 88.4 81.5*
Males age 25 or older 82.5% 83.1% 79.8%
White 84.3 84.5 83.5
Black 731 74.4 68.0
Hispanic 79.4 82.5 65.3
Other race 81.4 80.9 85.5"
Females age 16 to 24 86.2% 87.4% 82.7%
White 88.3 88.7 87.0
Black 71.0 771 42.0*
Hispanic 87.1 90.3 78.4
Other race 83.1 87.5 43.4*
Females age 25 or older 87.6% 87.1% 91.3%
White 89.3 88.9 91.8
Black 75.5 73.6 85.5
Hispanic 89.0 88.1 95.2
Other race 88.1 88.1 100.0*

*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
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Reason for traffic stop

Drivers not informed of reason
for traffic stop

A relatively small percentage of
stopped drivers (1.6%) said that police
did not give them a reason for pulling
them over (table 10).

Driver gender

The percentage of males and females
(1.6% each) who were not given a
reason for the traffic stop did not differ.

Driver age

A slightly larger percentage of drivers
age 25 or older (1.7%) were not
informed of the reason for the stop than
drivers under 25 (1.2%).

Driver race/ethnicity

No significant differences were found
between white (1.5%), black (2.0%) or
Hispanic (1.2%) drivers in the likelihood
of being informed of the reason for the
traffic stop.

Table 10. Of drivers stopped, percent not given a reason
for the traffic stop, 1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Gender,age  Drivers age 16 or older ~ Drivers not given a reason
and race/ stopped by police in for the traffic stop
ethnicity 1999 Number Percent

Total 19,277,002 306,901 1.6%
Gender

Male 11,721,808 189,349 1.6%

Female 7,555,194 117,545 1.6
Age

16-24 5,113,805 63,084 1.2%

25 or older 14,163,197 243,889 1.7
Race/ethnicity

White 14,846,114 229,512 1.5%

Black 2,231,801 45,213 2.0

Hispanic 1,615,088 18,926 1.2*

Other race 583,999 13,313* 2.3*

Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

Driver opinion and reason
for traffic stop

In the 1999 survey, stopped drivers
were asked whether, in their opinion,
they had been stopped for a legitimate
reason. Survey results indicate that
driver opinion on the legitimacy of the
traffic stop often depended on the
reason the police gave for stopping
the vehicle.

Drivers stopped for speeding (51.2%
of all stopped drivers) and drivers
pulled over for a record/roadside
check (11.5% of stopped drivers) were
more likely to say they felt the traffic
stop was legitimate (89.7% and
89.1%, respectively) than drivers
stopped for other reasons.

Drivers stopped for a vehicle defect
(11.4% of traffic stops) were less likely
to feel the stop was legitimate (84.4%)

Relatively few drivers (3.2%) reported
“Other” as the reason for the stop,
which includes those who stated that
police were providing a service, police
were investigating a crime, they were
being harassed by police, and other
miscellaneous reasons. A smaller
percentage of drivers in this category
(57.5%) felt the traffic stop was legiti-

than those stopped for speeding or a
record/roadside check.

Persons pulled over for some other
traffic offense (seat belt violation,
illegal turn, running a red light, etc.)
constituted 22.7% of drivers stopped.
These drivers were less likely (73.1%)
than those stopped for speeding, a

record/roadside check, or a vehicle mate.
defect to hold the opinion that the stop
was legitimate.
Drivers who felt
Reason police gave for traffic stop was
traffic stop Percent legitimate
Total 100.0% 84.3%
Speeding 51.2% 89.7%
Roadside/record check 11.5 89.1
Vehicle defect 114 84.4
Other traffic offense 22.7 73.1
Other 3.2 57.5

Characteristics of Drivers Stopped by Police, 1999




Speeding

The majority of drivers (51.2%)
reported speeding as the reason they
were stopped by police in 1999 (table
11). These 9.9 million drivers consti-
tute 5.3% of the 186.3 million licensed
drivers in the United States.

Of the 9.9 million drivers stopped for
speeding —

* males constituted 58.6% of stopped
speeders, and females were 41.4%

* drivers age 16-24 were 27.9% of
stopped speeders, and those over
age 24, the remaining 72.1%

» white drivers accounted for 80.5%
of persons stopped for speeding;
blacks, 9.8%; and Hispanics, 6.9%.
(These findings are not shown in a
table.)

Driver gender

Of the Nation’s 93.8 million male
drivers, 6.2% were stopped for speed-
ing. That percentage is greater than
the 4.4% of the Nation’s 92.2 million
female drivers.

Female drivers pulled over by police
were more likely to report that speeding
was the reason for the traffic stop than
stopped male drivers. Of the 7.5
million female drivers stopped by
police, more than half (54.1%) said
speeding was the reason. This
percentage is greater than the figure
for the 11.7 million male drivers
stopped by police (49.4% or 5.8
million).

Driver age

Of the 27.1 million licensed drivers
between ages 16 and 24, 10.2% were
stopped for speeding. That percentage
is greater than the 4.5% of the 159.3
million licensed drivers age 25 or older.

Table 11. Drivers who reported speeding as reason for traffic stop,
1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity
Percent of
Speeding Drivers age  Percent of licensed
Gender, age reported as 16 orolder  drivers drivers
and race/ reason for stopped by  stopped for Number with stopped for
ethnicity traffic stop police in 1999 speeding driver’s license speeding
Total 9,889,102 19,277,002 51.2% 186,322,014  5.3%
Gender
Male 5,790,573 11,721,808 49.4% 93,807,374  6.2%
Female 4,087,360 7,555,194 541 92,210,068 4.4
Age
16-24 2,756,341 5,113,805 53.9% 27,081,987 10.2%
25 or older 7,124,088 14,163,197 50.3 159,313,319 4.5
Race/ethnicity
White 7,957,517 14,846,114 53.7% 142,767,917  5.6%
Black 968,602 2,231,801 434 18,134,397 5.3
Hispanic 679,952 1,615,088 421 18,298,101 3.7
Other race 266,304 583,999 45.6 6,708,204 4.0
Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.

Younger drivers were more likely to
report being stopped for speeding than
drivers over 24. Of the 27.1 million
drivers under 25, 5.1 million were
pulled over by police in 1999. Of the
5.1 million stopped drivers, 53.9% (2.8
million) said speeding was the reason.
This percentage is greater than the
comparable figure for stopped drivers
over age 24 (50.3% of the 14.2 million
stopped drivers, or 7.1 million).

Driver race/ethnicity

Of the 18.3 million licensed drivers who
are Hispanic, 3.7% were stopped for
speeding. That percentage is less than
the 5.6% of the 142.8 million licensed
white drivers and the 5.3% of the 18.1
million licensed black drivers in the
United States.

Of the 14.8 million white drivers
stopped by police, 53.7% gave “speed-
ing” as the reason. That percentage is
greater than the 43.4% of the 2.2
million black drivers stopped, and
marginally greater than the 42.1%

of the 1.6 million Hispanic drivers
stopped.

Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Among drivers age 16-24 —

* Of the 9.8 million younger white male
drivers, 12.6% were stopped for
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speeding. That percentage does differ
significantly from the 9.8% of the 9.3
million younger white female drivers
stopped for speeding.

* White female drivers stopped by
police (62.5%) were more likely to
report being stopped for speeding than
stopped white male drivers (51.7%)

* White male drivers (12.6%) had a
greater likelihood of being stopped for
speeding than Hispanic male drivers
(7.9%). This difference also exists for
white female drivers (9.8%) compared
to Hispanic female drivers (5.3%)

* White male (51.7%) and white female
(62.5%) drivers stopped by police were
more likely than their respective
Hispanic male (40.3%) and Hispanic
female (48.1%) counterparts to report
speeding as the reason for being
stopped.

Drivers Percent of —
age 16-24

stopped for All drivers  All licensed
speeding stopped drivers
Males

White 51.7% 12.6%
Black 50.6 10.1
Hispanic 40.3 7.9
Females

White 62.5% 9.8%
Black 64.7 9.4
Hispanic 48.1 5.3



Drivers stopped for speeding
who were ticketed

Overall, 54.2% of stopped drivers were
issued a ticket. Among drivers stopped
for speeding, the percentage ticketed
was greater: 68.7% (table 12). This
percentage does not necessarily
indicate that speeders who were
ticketed were actually ticketed for
speeding. The 1999 Police-Public
Contact Survey did not ask respon-
dents who were ticketed to identify the
specific reason for receiving the ticket.

A driver could have been stopped for
speeding, yet was ticketed for a differ-
ent reason, such as a broken headlight
or failure to wear a seat belt. The
analysis can only determine the reason
a ticketed driver was pulled over, not
the reason the police had for issuing
the ticket.

Driver gender
Males (70.3%) stopped for speeding

were more likely to be ticketed than
females (66.5%).

Table 12. Of drivers stopped for speeding, percent who
were ticketed, 1999: Gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Number of Drivers stopped for speeding
Gender, age, drivers stopped _ who were also ticketed
and race/ethnicity  for speeding Number Percent
Total 9,889,102 6,793,813 68.7%
Gender
Male 5,790,573 4,070,773 70.3%
Female 4,087,360 2,718,094 66.5
Age
16-24 2,756,341 2,028,667 73.6%
25 or older 7,124,088 4,758,891 66.8
Race/ethnicity
White 7,957,517 5,299,706 66.6%
Black 968,602 733,231 75.7
Hispanic 679,952 539,882 79.4
Other race 266,304 211,445 79.4
Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding.
Driver age Driver race/ethnicity

Drivers age 16-24 (73.6%) who were
stopped for speeding were ticketed
more often than drivers over 24
(66.8%).

Issuing tickets to young male
and young female drivers

Overall, male drivers stopped for
speeding were more likely to receive a
traffic ticket from police than female
speeders. However, among drivers
age 16 to 24 stopped for speeding,
males were not more likely than
females to be ticketed.

Among drivers age 16-24 —

* White male speeders (71.2%) were
not more likely than white female
speeders (72.5%) to be ticketed

¢ Black male speeders (81.5%) were
not more likely than black female
speeders (79.9%) to be issued a
ticket.

¢ Hispanic male drivers (92.4%)
stopped for speeding were more likely
to be ticketed than Hispanic female
speeders (69.1%).

Drivers age

16-24 stopped Percent who
for speeding were ticketed

Males
White 71.2%
Black 81.5
Hispanic 92.4
Females
White 72.5%
Black 79.9
Hispanic 69.1

Black (75.7%) and Hispanic (79.4%)
drivers stopped for speeding were
more likely than white (66.6%) speed-
ers to be ticketed.

Put another way: Blacks were 9.8% of
drivers stopped for speeding but 10.8%
of ticketed speeders. Hispanics were
6.9% of those pulled over for speeding
but 7.9% of ticketed speeders. Whites
were 80.5% of drivers stopped for
speeding and 78.0% of ticketed speed-
ers. (These findings are not shown in a
table.)
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Police searches

During a traffic stop, the police
sometimes conduct a search of the
vehicle, the driver, or both the vehicle
and the driver. In 1999, 6.6%

of traffic stops involved a search of the
driver, the vehicle, or both (table 13).
Of the nearly 1.3 million drivers
searched, 35% experienced a search
of the vehicle only, 20% experienced a

¢ Hispanic drivers (19.7%) stopped by
police were somewhat more likely to
undergo one or both forms of search
than whites (13.7%).

Among male drivers over age 24 —

¢ both stopped blacks (15.5%) and
stopped Hispanics (11.1%) were more

Table 13. Of drivers stopped, percent likely to undergo one or bo_th forms Ilkgly to be searched than stopped
who experienced a search, 1999: of search than stopped white (5.4%) whites (5.8%)
Gender, age, and race/ethnicity drivers or drivers of other races (6.5%).
¢ black and Hispanic drivers were 5.3%
Gender, ___Type of search Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity ~ and 3.7%, respectively, of all drivers
?S:é/gtnhdnicity \?&Emz{eor Driver _ Vehicle stopped by police and accounted for
Total 66%  4.3% 5 39 Police were more likely to conduct a 12.5% and 6.1%, respectively, of
o R = | search of the vehicle and/or driver in drivers who had their vehicle and/or
Gender traffic stops involving male drivers who  person searched
"\:"ar'T? | g-g% ?-‘2‘% :-g% were black (15.9%) or of Hispanic . __ Percentof—
emale ' ' ' origin (14.2%), compared to white male Drivers Al drivers All driver
. . over age stopped by or vehicle
Age drivers (7.9%). (Not shown in atable.) 54 police in 1999 searches
16-24 10.8% 7.2% 8.9% Males
25 or older 5.1 3.3 4.0 . Py White 34.0% 20.9%
- Among male drivers age 16-24 Black =3 195
Race/ethnicity * the percentage of stopped blacks Hispanic 37 6.1
White 54% 3.5% 4.3% o : :
Black 11.0 8.0 85 (17.2%) who had their vehicle and/or _ _
Hispanic 11.3 7.0 9.7 person searched did not differ signifi- ~ * White drivers were 34% of stopped
Other race 6.5 3.2* 5.4 cantly from either whites (13.7%) or drivers and 29.9% of those searched.
*Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample Hispanics (19.7%) (table 14)

Searching the driver
Driver gender

Males (6.4%) were more likely than
females (1.2%) to be physically
searched during a traffic stop (table
13).

searc.h.of theodrlver °f"y’ and the Table 14. Of drivers stopped, percent who experienced a search, 1999:
remaining 45 /°_ experienced a search Combined categories of gender, age, and race/ethnicity
of both the vehicle and the driver.
Type of search
: : : Gender, age, Driver or
Sela)riumg the driver, vehicle, and race/ethnicity vehicle Driver Vehicle
r
orbo Total 6.6% 4.3% 5.3%
Driver gender Males age 16 to 24 14.8% 10.1% 12.3%
White 13.7 8.8 11.5
Stopped male drivers (9.4%) were 5=§ggnic 1;3 ]gg ];'?
more likely to undergo a vehicle and/or Other race 14.9* 10.8* 12.0*
personal search than stopped females
2 39, Males age 25 or older 7.4% 5.0% 5.7%
(2.3%). White 5.8 4.0 4.4
Black 15.5 11.4 12.4
Other race 4.0* 1.1* 2.9
Drivers age 16-24 (10.8%) stopped by Fwﬁles age 16 to 24 g-;% g-?% g-i%
: ; ; ite ) ax )
pohge were more likely to have their Black 46" 46 46"
vehicle and/or person searched than Hispanic 7.3* 2.8* 7.3
stopped drivers over age 24 (5.1%). Other race 10.0% 52" 10.0%
. o Females age 25 or older 1.7% 0.7% 1.4%
Driver race/ethnicity White 1.2 0.4* 1.1
Black 3.4* 1.9* 2.2*
Hispanic 4.1 2.1* 3.3*
Stopped black (11%) and stopped Other race 2.7 0.0* 2.7
) . o ;
Hispanic (1 1.3 /°) drivers were more *Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
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Driver age

Drivers age 25 or older stopped by
police (3.3%) were less likely to experi-
ence a personal search than stopped
drivers under 25 years old (7.2%).

Driver race/ethnicity

Stopped whites (3.5%) were less likely
to be personally searched than either
blacks (8%) or Hispanics (7%).

Driver gender, age, and race/ethnicity

Stopped white male drivers were less
likely than their black and Hispanic
counterparts to be physically searched
during a traffic stop.

Among male drivers age 16-2