
New Information on Probation Supervision in the  
United States!
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) is working 
with Westat and the American Probation and Parole 
Association (APPA) to implement the 2014 Census of 
Adult Probation Supervising Agencies (CAPSA), the first 
census of its kind in more than 20 years.

Stakeholders, including policymakers, practitioners, 
and community corrections agencies at all levels of 
government, will be able to use the information collected 
by CAPSA to assist in criminal justice planning and 
policy development. In general, CAPSA will gather 
information on branch and level of government, agency 
functions, populations served, and agency policies 
and practices. The survey will collect information on 
methods of supervision, risk and needs assessment, 
firearms policies and arrest powers of supervision officers, 
supervision authority (e.g., to impose conditions, to 
grant early positive discharge, and to impose a period of 
incarceration), and funding sources.

CAPSA data will fill information gaps identified by the 
community corrections field. The study will provide 
comprehensive descriptions of the current organization 
of adult probation nationwide and the varying nature of 
adult probation in the United States. CAPSA data can 
serve as a benchmark, and the standardized questionnaire 
and definitions will allow states and localities to use the 
data to compare their probation agencies to all probation 
agencies nationwide.

During the summer of 2014, all potential adult probation 
agencies and companies included on a preliminary roster 
will be asked to complete a questionnaire to determine 
eligibility for CAPSA. Eligible agencies will be asked 
additional questions about the topics described above. 
An online survey will be used for both the eligibility 
and follow-up questions for public agencies and a paper 
survey will be used for private companies.

To learn more about Westat’s role in CAPSA and other 
community corrections projects, contact:

Tim Smith 
CAPSA Project Director 
Westat 
(240) 314-2305 
TimSmith@westat.com

For more information about BJS’s Community 
Corrections Statistics Program, contact:

Lauren E. Glaze 
CAPSA Project Manager 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(202) 305-9628 
Lauren.Glaze@usdoj.gov
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