Methodology 

Law enforcement agencies included in this database voluntarily participate in the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program.   In this database are 1985 to current crime counts for city law enforcement agencies 10,000 and over in population and county law enforcement agencies 25,000 and over in population for which 1 to 12 month crime counts have been received.  If an agency’s crime count for an offense(s) was not published in an annual edition of Crime in the United States (CIUS) , the crime count, if available, is included in the data presentation along with a footnote explaining why the figure(s) was excluded.  National and state violent crime and property crime estimates for 1960 to current can also be accessed from this site.  The latest national, state, and individual law enforcement agency data on this site are released simultaneously with each edition of CIUS.  Subsequent to release of CIUS, it is possible for a law enforcement agency to adjust its current year’s data or submit missing data if less than 12 months complete until the annual files are archived by the FBI.  Therefore, figures shown in the CIUS may not agree with data that can be accessed from the UCR Data Tool.  The data presented on the UCR Data Tool will provide final data counts by year.
Reporting procedures 

Law enforcement agencies tabulate the number of Part I offenses (murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson) brought to their attention based on records of all reports of crime received from victims, officers who discover infractions, or other sources, and submit them each month to the FBI either directly or through their state UCR Programs.   Arson crime counts are not included in this database.  

Editing procedures 

The UCR Program thoroughly examines each report it receives for arithmetical accuracy and for deviations in crime data from month to month and from present to past years’ data that may indicate errors.  The UCR staff members compare aggregated data from agencies of similar population size to identify any unusual fluctuations in an agency’s crime counts.  Large variations in crime levels may indicate modified records procedures, incomplete reporting, or changes in the jurisdiction’s geopolitical structure.
The final responsibility for data submissions rests with the individual contributing law enforcement agency.  Although the FBI makes every effort through its editing procedures, training practices, and correspondence to ensure the validity of the data it receives, the accuracy of the statistics depends primarily on the adherence of each contributor to the established standards of reporting.    
Population data
The major source of UCR data is the individual law enforcement agency.  Population figures for individual jurisdictions are estimated by the UCR Program in noncensus years.  The UCR Program uses the following population group designations:

Population Group


Political label


Population Range

Group I




City



250,000 and more

Group II



City



100,000 to 249,999

Group III



City



50,000 to 99,999

Group IV



City



25,000 to 49,999

Group V



City 



10,000 to 24,999

Group VI



City1, 2 



less than 10,000

VIII (Nonmetropolitan County)

County2



N/A

IX (Metropolitan County)

County2



N/A
1Includes universities and colleges to which no population is attributed.
2Includes state police to which no population is attributed.
County population data

County offense data are those crimes reported by the sheriff’s office, the county police, or the state police.  These entities are reporting crimes that have occurred within the county but outside city limits or in the unincorporated area.  County agency populations are derived after first assigning a population to each participating city law enforcement agency within the county; the city populations are totaled and then subtracted from the overall county population total; remaining population is then assigned to the county agency.  Because the sheriff’s, county police, or state police population is a subtraction from the overall county total, the national UCR Program does not publish population counts for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan county law enforcement agencies; therefore, populations are not included within this presentation of data.  
Offense estimation 

Because not all law enforcement agencies provide data for complete reporting periods, the FBI includes estimated crime numbers for the Nation and by state.   The FBI computes estimates for participating agencies not providing 12 months of complete data.  For agencies supplying 3 to 11 months of data, the national UCR Program estimates for the missing data by following a standard estimation procedure using the data provided by the agency.  If an agency has supplied less than 3 months of data, the FBI computes estimates by using the known crime figures of similar areas within a state and assigning the same proportion of crime volumes to nonreporting agencies.  The estimation process considers the following:  population size covered by the agency; type of jurisdiction, e.g., police department versus sheriff’s office; and geographic location.  
Estimation of state-level data

In response to various circumstances, the FBI calculates estimated offense totals for certain states.  For example, some states do not provide aggravated assault figures in accordance with UCR guidelines.  In addition, problems at the state level have, at times, resulted in no useable data.  Also, the conversion of the National Incident-Based Reporting System data to Summary Reporting System data has contributed to the need for unique estimation procedures.   [image: image1.png]
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