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Violent State Prisoners 
and Their Victims MAY 

By Christopher A. Innes, Ph.D. 
and Lawrence A. Greenfeld 

BJS Statisticians 

The 1986 Survey of Inmates In State 
Correctional Facll~les, In Interviews with a 
nationally representative sample of In-

• 
mates, collected Information from the 
violent offenders about their victims. The 
245,562 offenders serving tlma In State 
prisons for crimes of violence had victim
Ized an estimated 409,000 persons: about 
79,300 victims killed, 51,100 Victims sexu
ally assaulted, 201,200 victims robbed, 
56,400 assau~ed, and 20,400 victims 
suffering other types of violence. 

While nearly a third of violent male offend
ers reported that they were serving a sen
tence for robbing a stranger, more than 
a quarter of the Violent female offenders 
were In prison for killing a relative or Inti
mate. Eighty-nine percent of white offend
ers said that they had victimized another 
white, compared to 49% of black Inmates 
who reported victimizing another black. 

Other findings from the survey Include: 

• Violent offenders did not differ slgnHI
cantly from nonviolent offenders In sex, 
ethnlclty, age, marital status, or education. 
However, Violent offenders were more 
likely to be black (51 %) than were nonvio
lent offenders (42% black) • 

• • About 1 In 4 violent offenders (27%) was 
Imprisoned for an offense that had led to a 
victim's death. Nearly haH of the violent fe
male Inmates had killed their victim . 

o Of all violent offenders, 59% reported not 
knowing their victim, 24% said they knew 
the victim very well or as an acquaintance, 
10% said the victim was a relative, and 
7% described the victim as an Intimate 
(exspouse, boyfriend, or glrHrlend). 

~ More than 5 out of 10 vlolant offenders 
reported that the victim or victims were 
mala, almost 4 out of 10 had only fa male 
victims, antl1 out of 10 reported both male 
and female victims. Three-quarters of the 
vlolant victimizations Involving both sexes 
were robberies. 

• Almost 65% of violent prisoners reported 
that the victim was wMe, 28% reported 
having black victims only, and 3% Identi
fied their victims as Native American or 
Asian. Another 5% said their crimes In
volved multiple victims of differing races: 
76% of these mUUlple-race victimizations 
were robberies. 

• Imprisoned violent offenders reported 
Victimizing more than 40,000 persons 
under age 18. Of these young victims, 
71% were raped or sexually assaulted. 

o Violent offenders with the most extensive 
criminal hlstorlos were the most likely to 
have victimized a stranger. Conversely, 
first-time offenders were the most likely to 
have victimized a relative or Intimate. 

• About a quarttir of tha women serving 
time for a violent offense said that a 
spouse or ralatlve was their victim. Nearly 
35% of the women without a prior criminal 
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Victims of violence and violent offend· 
ers are topics of Increasing Impor
tance to pollcymakers and the public 
at large. This Special Report provides 
the first detailed examination of the 
characteristics of persons victimized 
by violent offenders In State prisons. 
Analysis of the responses from a na
tionally representative sample of state 
prisoners furthers our understanding 
of victim risks and helps to define 
more precisely the nature of violent 
crime. 

Data obtained from the 1986 Survey 
of State Prison Inmates are available 
through the National Archive of Crimi
nal Justice Data at the University of 
Michigan. We gratefully acknowledge 
the cooperation of State prison offl" 
clals who made this survey possible 
and look forward to their continued 
participation In the next survey to be 
conducted In 1991. 

Steven D. Dillingham 
Acting Director 

history reported victimizing a spouse or 
relative, compared to 13% of the female 
Inmates with a prior criminal history. 

• Over two-thirds of the Violent Inmates 
reported that etther they or the victims 
were Using alcohol or drugs at the time 
of the crime. 



$UN.y. of State prison Inmates 

National surveys of Inmates of State cor
rectional facll~les ware conducted In 1974, 
1979, and 1986. The Bureau of the Cen
sus carried out the Interviews and collected 
the data under the sponsorship and direc
tion of the Bureau of Justice Statistics. In 
each survey, a sample of Inmates re
sponded to questions about personal back
ground, employment, criminal history, and 
drug or alcohol use. 

Victimization research 

Surveys of crime victims dramatically 
changed the nature of research on 
crime. Before the Introduction of the 
surveys, researchers had only se
lected Information on crimes reported 
to authorities. Survey Interviews, 
however, allowed a sample of the 
general public to tell their own exparl
ences as victims of crime. 

Since 1972 the main source of victim 
Information has been the continuing 
National Crime Survey (NCS). Fueled 
by the NCS data, a substantial body 
of research on criminal victimization 
has developed. 

Research resu~s have shown that vic
timization Is not evenly distributed 
across the general population but Is 
strongly affected by such factors as 
sex, race, and age. For Instance, 
signHlcantly higher rates of victimiza
tion halle been documented for 
males, younger people, and non
whites! Information from victims has 
thus been used to describe how the 
pattern of risk of being a crime victim 
Is associated with components of the 
population and how those risks have 
changed over time. 

This report relies on fAnother source 
of Information about ~~rlme victims: 
the seH-reports of offelir!9rs convicted 
of violently Victimizing others. The 
unique contribution of the survoy of 
State prison Inmates Is that It provides 
substantial detail on those victimiza
tions that are the most serious for 
victims but that occur the least often. 
This approach complements the data 
from victim surveys and allows a 
more precise description of the pat
tern of violent crime. 

"See CrlmkJaJ vlctJmlzatJon ., the Unlttld SI8I8. 
(MnuaJ), BJS Bulledn and torno. 

.-----.~ .... ----~~---------------

In 1986 Inmates who were serving a san
tance for a violent offer;se were asked 
about their victims. This report prast;lnts 
the Information from the Inmate& abou~ 
their victims' sex, age, race, and !'1'';l!a!lon
ship to them, as well as the offenses In
volved. This Inmate survey Is th1~ first to 
use a national sample to collect Information 
comparable to that from victim I~UrvGyS. 
(See the box on this page about research 
on victims of crime.) 

Vlol.nt and nonvlQlent offGn(~!.!i·1j 
In State prisons 

A previous BJS report Indicated that an 
estimated 55% of State prison Inmate<a In 
1986 were serving time for a violent of
fense (Profile of State prison Inmates, 
1986, January 1988, NCJ-1 09926), Thas~ 
offenders who ware convicted of a violent 
crime differed only Slightly from the nonvio
lent inmate population In their sex, ethnic
tty, age, marital status, and education 
(table 1). Among Inmates sentenced for a 
violent offense, however, a larger percent· 
age were black (50.7%) than white 
(45.5%); among those sentenced for a 
nonViolent offense, white Inmates predomi
nated (54.7% white versus 42.3% black). 

Violent offenders of different sexes and 
races also tended to be serving tlma for 
different types of crimes (table 2). 

Table 2. Vlo!ent offendera In Sfa.. prison., 
by rae. and AX, 1988 

Tllble1. Characteristic. of Inmate. In 
State prlaon for violent or nonviolent 
offenae.,19&6 

CUrrent ortenae 
Inmate All Noo: 
charactoristlc Inmates violent VIolent 

Sex 
Male DIl.&'!(, &4.3% 96.7% 
Female 4.4 5.7 3.3 

Race 
W\1lte 49.7% 54.7'% 45.5% 
Bhack 48.9 "2.3 60.7 
Other 3." 2.9 3.8 

Elhnlclty 
H!upanlc 12.6% 13.S% 12.1% 
NorrHllpanlc 8M 68.7 87.9 

Age 
Younger than 18 .5% .6% .4% 
18-24 26.7 29.6 24.4 
25-34 45.7 45.8 45.8 
35-44 19." 17.5 21.0 
45-54 5.2 ".8 5.8 
5&·64 1.8 U 2.2 
as fN okl81' .8 .4 .6 

Marital 8mtua 
MarrIed 20.3% 21.8% 19.1% 
Widowed 1.9 1.0 2.6 
Divorced 18.1 18.9 19.0 
Separated 6.0 5.9 6.1 
Never married 53.7 54." 53.2 

Education 
Leal tIwn 12yellll 81.6% 80.1% 82.11% 
12 or more yellll 38.4 3U 37.1 

Number 
of Inmates 450,416 2<M,854 245,582 

Moat aerloua All 
State edson Inmates servltl1l a sentence lor a vlol6llt ollense 

~~ Femrue 
violent ollense Inmates 'i'otal White Blad( Othllf' "foiiil White BlaCk 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Homicide 26.5% 25.7% 26.6% 25.0% 24.4% 48.7% 51.2% 45.11% 
MJrdef 20.6 20.2 21.1 19.5 18.7 32.0 35.1 27.2 
Manalaughter 5.13 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.7 111.7 15.5 18.7 

Sexual lUlaault 16.0% 18.5% 21.0% 12.1% 19.8% 2.7'% 4.5% .0% 
Forclble rape 7.7 8.0 7.11 8.2 9.1 .8 .9 0 
Statutory rape .4 .4 .8 .2 .4 .2 .4 0 
Sexual aosault 5.5 5.6 8.3 3.0 7.4 .9 1.4 .5 
Lewd act with cIllld 2.4 2.4 4.3 .7 2.9 1.0 1.8 .4 

Robbe!y 38.2% 38.8% 31.11% 45.3% 33.0% 26.0% 25.1% 27.1)% 
Armed robbery 34~'l 34.7 28.7 40.4 31.1 22.0 22.4 22.5 
Unarmed robbo1y 3.9 3.9 2.9 4.\l 2.0 4.1 2.7 5.4 

Aesault 14.7% 14.8% 15.4% 14.0% 15.2% 17.4% 12.6% ~1.1% 
Aggravated aasault 13.8 13.7 14.2 13.2 14.4 111.6 12.3 19.8 
SImple uuult .5 .5 .8 .5 .4 .4 0 .8 
AelS8l.llt on police olftcot' .4 .4 .8 .3 .4 .4 .3 .5 

Other vlo!ence 4.6% 4.5% 5.5% 3.5% 7.6% 5.1% 11.8% 4.1% 
Kldnaplng 3.1 3.2 3.4 2.7 5.0 2.2 3.2 1.4 
Exk>rtlon and Indmldatlon .4 .5 .S .3 1.6 .1 .2 0 
Child abuao .5 .4 .8 .2 0 2.7 2.9 2.5 
O!hef .5 .5 .8 .3 .4 .2 .3 .2 

Nota: The table excludes 147 caIIel klr ¥lhlcll race, b9calJae 01 the ImI8lI numb81 of unwelghtod casea: 
sex, or 0110018 waa not reported. 'I"NI table columna ·other" temalo. III'tIlndUded In the ICtal tor alii,.. 
8xdud& women 01 ·other" races (weighted n • 343) mate •• 
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Regardless of race, nearly half of all 

, women In prison for a violent offense had 

8 been convicted of homicide. The men In 
prison for a violent oHense were most likely 
to be serving time for robbery. Of the 
black men convicted of a violent crime, 
45.3% were In prison for robbery, com
pared to 31.6% of the violent whne male 
offenders. Of the white men convicted of a 
violent crime, 21.0% were convicted of 
rape or other sexual assauns, compared to 
12.1%. of violent black male Inmates. 

Vlctlme of violence 

Inmates serving time for homicide, rob
bery, or assautt, representing nearly 80% 
of violent offenders, were more likely than 
other violent offenders to report having 
victimized males (table 3). Those who 
were convicted of a sexual assautt or 
·other violent offense,· which Includes kid· 
naplng and child abuse, more often re
ported that their victim was female. 
Inmates serving time for a sexual assault 
were also more likely than Inmates con
victed of other violent offenses to report 
that their Victim was a minor; approxi
mately haij of the sex offenders reported 
that their Victim was younger than age 18. 

8 1nmates serving time for homicide, sexual 
assautt, or assaun were more likely than 
convicted robbers to report a close rela
tionship wnh their victim. Almost a quarter 
of the Inmates serving time for homicide or 
assaun, and a third of those sentenced for 
a sexual assault, were convicted of attack· 
Ing a relative or an Intimate acquaintance 
such as an exspouse, boyfriend, or girl
friend. Another third of Inmates serving 
time for homicide, assault, or sexual as
sault said that they had known their victim. 

Robbery, the largest of the violent crime 
categoriss, primarily Involved victims who 
ware strangers to the offenders (85.4%). 
less than 3% of Imprisoned robbers re
ported that the victim had been a relative 
or Intimate acqualntanc<cl. Overall, robbers 
accounted for an estlml1lted 55% of all the 
Imprisoned Violent offefll.~ers who reported 
having victimized strangers. 

Violent State prison Inmates described the 
characteristics of over 400,000 victims, 
when multiple Victimizations are taken Into 
account. (See the box on page a for addl· 

elonal datall.) About a quarter of the In-

Table 3. Violent offender. In Slaw prl.on., by offense 
and selected victim char,cterl.tica, 1D86 

All 
T~ of current offense 

apel 
Vlctlm violent eexual 
characterlstlcs offenses Homicide" asseult Robbery Assault Other 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Sex 01 vlctlm(s) 
Males 53.0% 70.4% 11.0% 55.6% 68.2% 39.4% 
Female. 39.0 26.4 07.0 29.4 24.8 62.3 
Both 8.1 3.2 2.0 14.0 7.2 0.4 

Race of vlctlm(s) 
White 64.8% 59.8% 73.8% 88.7% 65.3% 70.9% 
Black 27.5 36.0 21.8 20.7 36.3 20.8 
Other 3.3 3.0 3.5 3.7 2.8 1.0 
Mixed 4.7 1.4 1.3 8.8 3.8 11.3 

Age 01 vlctlm(s) 
Minor 12.5% 8.1% 50.7% 1.7% 5.1% 19.9"'<' 
Adult 03.9 90.6 46.8 94.3 91.0 78.1 
Both 3.8 3.3 2.5 4.0 3.9 4.0 

Relationship of vlctim(s) 
mille Inmate 

Close 17.2% 23.7% 34.4% 2.6% 23.0% 18.1% 
Relative 1o.s 15.3 24.6 .4 9.7 11.0 
Intimate 6.9 0.5 9.0 2.2 13.2 7.1 

I<nown 24.0°.1, 33.5% 30.0% 12.0% 32.5% 21.4% 
Well known 10.~ 16.5 14.9 3.2 11.1 10.7 
Acquaintance" 13.8 17.0 15.2 0.7 21.3 10.7 

Stranger 58.6% 42.7% 35.8% 85.4% 44.6% 60.5% 

Note: For sax, race, and age 01 the vlctlm the cate
gories "both· and "mixed" reler only to multlple victim 
crimes where IIle charaClet1stics 01 the vlctlms dlf· 
lered. The relatlonshlp 01 the vlctlm 10 the ollender Is 
based on the closest rolatlon from among the multlple 
vlctlms,l! they dillered. See Methodology tor turther 
detalls. 

°lndudes murder and negligent and nonnegllgent 
manslaughter. 
"Includes acquaintances and porIOns known by 
eight only. 

Tabla 4. Number of victim. per offender, by offenM, 1886 

Percent 01 offenders with: Average numbor 
Numborol 3ormore of victims 

Offenses offenders 1 vlctlm 2 victims vlctlms per ollender 

All 245,562 74.0% 15.7% 10.3% 1.67 

Murder 50,552 85.0 10.2 4.2 1.23 
Man.laughtor 14,421 88.4 7.8 3.8 1.20 
Rapelsexua! assault 39,307 62.5 12.0 5.5 1.30 
Robbery 93,838 81.7 21.7 16.6 2.15 
MWlIt 36,191 73.1 15.7 11.2 1.56 
Other 11,253 75.8 14.0 9.3 1.82 

Nota: The average numbor of victims per ollender 
was rounO-'td mlWo decimal plaoea. The •• Urnated 

total numbor of vlctlml WU 408,936. 

mates reported that there was more than 
one vIctim of their offense (table 4). Nearly 
40% of the Imprisoned robbers roported 
beIng sentenced for robbing multiple vic· 
tlms. 
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The victims of violent male offenders 

Most men serving a State sentence for a 
violent crime reported that they had victim
Ized other aduHs, men, and persons who 
were strangers to them (table 5). 
Among men, nearly 90% of the whHe In
mates said they had been sentenced for 
victimizing another white, compared to 
about 49% of the black Inmates who re
ported having victimized another black. 
The black Inmates were more likely than 
the whites to report having victimized a 
stranger-63.8% of the violent black of
fenders versus 54.7% of the violent white 
Inmates. The white Inmates were more 
likely than the black Inmates to report 
being convicted of Victimizing relatives 
(14.6% of violent white Inmates versus 
5.6% of Violent black Inmates) or of victim
izing minors (18.8%, versus 6.8%). 

Nearly a third (32.6%) of the men In State 
prisons were serving time for the robbery 
of a stranger (table 6). The black Inmates 
were more likely than the whites to report 
that they were serving time for robbing a 
stranger. The next largest group of violent 
male Inmates, those sentenced for killing a 
stranger, represented about 12% of all 
such Inmates. A higher percentage of 
whHe male Inmates (21.8%), compared to 
black male Inmates (11.9%), had victim
Ized someone wHh whom they had a close 
relationship - a relative or Intimate ac
quaintance. Most of this difference came 
from the higher percentage of whHe male 
inmates who had been convicted of killing 
or sexually assaulting a relative or Intimate. 

Tho victims of Violent female offenders 

Women In State prison for a violent crime 
were more likely to report that they had 
victimized adults and men. The women 
were equally likely to have victimized a 
stranger or someone wHh whom they had 
a close relationship (table 7). 

The white women were more likely than 
the black women to report having victim
Ized someone of the same race. An esti
mated 92% of the whHe women reported 
victimizing a white, and 66% of the black 
women reported victimizing a black. As 
among the men, the whHe female Inmates 
were more likely than the black female In
mates to have been convicted of harming 
a minor. 

s = 

Tabl, 5. Vlol,nt mal_ Slate prison Tlbl_ 7. Vlol,nt femal, Slala prlaon • Inmatos, by race Qf offend.r Ind Inmatea, by race of offender and 
.. Ieclod victim characlerl,tlca, 1m aelecbtd victim charaoterlstlca, 1886 

VIctim VIolent male Inmates Victim VIolent female Inmates 
characteristic All White BlaCK Other characteristic All Wiille Bla~ 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 1 00.0% 1 00.0% Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Sex of vlctlm(s) Sex of vlctlm(s) 
Male 52.7'J', 49.9% 55.2% 52.6% Male 61.4% 63.3% 60.4% 
Female 39.1 41.8 36.7 40.5 Female 34.1 32.7 34.6 
Both 6.2 8.4 8.1 6.8 Both 4.5 4.0 4.9 

Race 01 vlctlm(s) Race of vlctlm(s) 
White 64.0"", 89.4% 43.1% 59.6% White 57.1% 111.7% 26.5% 
Black 27.1 4.7 48.7 8.2 Black 00.9 3.5 68.4 
Other 3.3 2.4 2.4 26.8 Other 3.3 2.7 2.0 
Mixed 4.7 3.5 5.8 6.4 Mixed 2.8 2.2 S.O 

Age of vlctlm(s) Age of vlctlm(s) 
Minor 12.5% 18.8% 6.8% 11.9% Minor 12.6% 16.8% 9.4% 
Adult 83.9 76.8 90.5 82.3 Adult 84.6 80.1 68.5 
Both 3.6 4.5 2.6 5.8 Both 2.8 3.3 2.1 

Relationship 01 Relationship of 
victim to offender vlctlm to offender 
Close 16.5% 21.8% 11.8% 15.1% Close 36.7% 40.5% 33.3% 

Relatlve 9.8 14.6 5.6 8.6 Relatlve 23.9 32.1 16.5 
Intimate 6.7 7.2 6.3 8.6 Intimale 12.8 8.3 16.0 

Known 24.0% 23.4% 24.4% 25.2"A. Known 26.2% 23.4% 28.5% 
Welll<nown 10.1 10.3 0.9 11.3 Welll<nown 12.4 11.0 13.7 
Acquaintance" 13.8 13.1 14.4 13.9 Acquaintance" 13.8 12.4 14.8 

Stranger 59.5% 54.7% 83.8% 59.8% Stranger 37.1% 36.1% 36.2% 

Note: Sex, raco, age, and relationship to offender Note: Sex. race, age, and relationship to the 01· • have been altegorlzed as In table 3. fender have been categorized 8i In table 3. 
"InclUdes acquaintances and persona known by Women of ·other" races are not shown aeparately 
eight only. because 01 the small number of cases. 

·'ncluc!sa acquaintance. and persona known by 
alghtonly. 

Tlble O. R.latlonahlp of vlol,nt mil, offend,ra 10 th.lr victim a, 
by offen .. and race of Slate prlaon Inmatea, 1886 

VIctims' relation- Violent maJ!IIlnmatea 
Ihle to offender All While I3laCl< C5'i1ier 

Total 100.0 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Close 16.6% 21.8% 11.9% 15.2% 
Homicide" 5.8 e.g 4.7 6.1 
Sexual anault 5.9 9.5 2.7 5.3 
Robbery 1.0 .9 1.1 .6 
Assault 3.0 3.4 2.8 1.11 
Other .9 1.1 .6 1.3 

KooNn 24.0% 23.5% 24.4% 25.2% 
Homicide· 11.0 6.7 11.2 8.2 
Sexual uaault S.2 8.0 4.2 8.1 
Robbery 4.5 3.8 S." 2.8 
Assaul 4.2 3.7 4.7 4.8 
Other 1.1 1.3 .11 1.3 

Stranger 59.5'1~ 54.7% 83.7% SII.6% 
Homlclde· 11.8 11.4 12.0 11.4 
Sexual uaault 6.1 8.2 S.II 7.4 
Robbery 32.6 28.5 38.3 211.3 
Assault 6.0 6.1i1 5.0 0.3 
Other 3.2 3.7 2.5 8.2 

• Includes murder and negligent and nonnegllgent • manslaughter. 
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• 
Female violent offenders of all races, but 
especially whnes, were more likely than 
male counterparts to report that they had 
had a close relationship with their victim. 
Almost 37% of the violent female Inmates 
had victimized a relative or an Intimate ac
quaintance (table 8). Among women con
victed of a violent offense against a relative 
or Intimate acquaintance, nearly three
fourths (26.3% of all Violent women) had 
been convicted of homicide. 

Among the white women In prl~on for a vi
olent offense, 28.6% reported having killed 
a relative or Intimate; among ~he black 
women, 24.7%. Except for robbery of a 
stranger, reported by nea.rly 20% of the fe
male vlo!ant offend!'l!'S, killing a stranger 
(11.2%) or surneone known casually 
(13.2%) were the most commonly reported 
oHenses. In contrast to the association of 
race, offense, and victim-offender relation
ship for male Inmates, the wh~e and black 
female Inmates differed little In the type of 
offense and In how well they knew thalr 
victim. 

Imarmclal violence and the relationship 
of offonder and victim 

• 
The victim-offender relationship for each 
type of offense helps to account for differ
ences In the pattem of Interracial violence. 
Among wh~e Inmates of both sexes sen
tenced for killing one person, over 90% 
had a victim of their own race; over 86% of 
black women convicted of the murder of 
one person reported having killed a black 
victim (table 9). 

By contrast, among black men serving 
time for a single Victim murder about a 
third reported having a nonblack victim. 
Nearly a fourth of black men (24.2%) sen
tenced to prison for a murder said that 
their victim was a stranger of a different 
race. Compared to black men In prison for 
murder, White men convicted of murdei 
were about as likely to have killed a 
stranger but were far less likely to report 
that the victim differed from them In race 
(4.5% of the white male Inmates serving 
time for murder versus 24.2% of the black 
male inmates). 

Singie victim robberies resembled murder 
in interracial patterns of victimization de-

e scribed by the Inmates. About 90% of 
white men and women serving time for 
robbery reported that their victims were 
8./S0 wh~e. Among black Inmates about 
a third of both sexes said that their victims 
wore of their own race. 

Among male robbers of all races, 80% 
said they had robbed a stranger. Among 
the black male robbers, 57.3%- or about 
7 01 every 10 robbers who had victimized 
strangers - repl)rted robbing a stranger of 
a different race. Among the whtle male 

Table 8. Relation.hlp of violent femala 
otfandara to thalr vlctima, by otfan" 
and race of State prlaon Inmatea, 1a86 

VIctims' mlntior!- Violent fomole InmotBs 
ahle 10 offender All Whlto §Iack 

Total 100.0% 100.0% l00.0o~ 

Close 38.7% 40.4% 33.3% 
Homicide· 26.3 28.6 24.7 
Sexual assault 1.S 3.5 0 
Robbery 1.8 1.8 1.8 
AaSOlJlt 4.1 3.9 4.0 
Other 2.7 2.6 2.8 

Known 26.2% 24.3% 28.8% 
Homicide· 13.2 13.2 14.0 
Sexual assault 1.0 1.2 .8 
Robbery 3.9 4.5 3.2 
Assault 8.8 3.7 9.8 
Other 1.3 1.7 1.0 

Stranger 37.2% 38.1% 38.2% 
Homicide· 11.2 11.0 10.2 
Sexuol assault .2 .2 .2 
Robbery 19.7 19.1 21.4 
AaSOlJlt 4.3 3.9 4.7 
Other 1.8 1.9 1.7 

Note: Women of races othor than white or black 
are not shown separatety because of the small 
number of cosos. They are InclUded In the IDIaI. 
·Includes murder and negligent and nonnegligsnt 
manslaughter. 

• 

robbers, 9.5%- or about 1 In every 8 rob
bers who had victimized strangers-. re
ported robbing a stranger of a different 
race. 

Prior convictions, offenses, and victims 

Among Inmates serving a sentence for a 
violent offense, men were more likely than 
women to have been convicted previously 
and to have accumulated mu~lple prior 
convictions (table 10). About three-quar
ters of the male vlolant offenders had at 
least one prior conviction and over a third 

Table 10. Firat-time offenders, recldl· 
Vlata, lind number of prior convictions, 
by .. x, for State prison Inmatea, 1988 

All Male Female 
Inmotea Inmotss Inmotes 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Firat Hmo offendflr 24.2% 23.3% 49.6% 
Recidivist 75.B% 76.7% SO.4% 

First vlolsnt offense 40.5 40.B 31.7 
Prior violent Offense 35.3 35.9 lB.8 

Number of prior 
convlcUons 

1 20.8% 20.90/0 19.4% 
2 18.2 16.4 10.8 
3-5 22.7 23.0 12.3 
8-10 10.7 10.9 6.4 
Morelhan 10 5.G 5.8 2.3 

Note: The number of prior conviction. Is the sum 
It the number of prior aentenceslD probation, 

)all, youth InsHIUUons, and prison. 

Table 9. Selected characterlatica of alngle vlctima of murder or robbery. 
by tha NX and raca of the offender. relponalble, 1988 

Sentenced for mUrder of one !M'l'Son 
Males Fem es 

Senten~ for robbe!): of one ~erson 
Males Fem es 

White Black White §Iack lMi.lte Black White Black 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Race of victim 
White 92.1% 31.3% ;2.3% 12.4% S9.4% 81.7% 90.7% 69.8% 
Black 8.1 66.8 4.9 66.4 7.9 35.2 3.4 34.8 
Other 1.9 2.2 2.8 1.1 2.8 3.1 6.11 6.5 

Vlctlm-cffender 
relaUon6hlp 

Close 22.1% 16.4% 55.5% 61.1% .8% .D% 4.2% 4.1% 
Same race 21.6 14.1 63.3 49.6 .8 .7 4.2 4.1 
Different race .6 1.4 2.2 1.6 0 .2 0 0 

t<ncwm 38.6'11. 39.4% 25.8'11. SO.3% 111.1'11. 18.4% 27.1% 18.6% 
Samemce 33.1 SO.5 22.5 27.1 lB.9 10.2 22.8 8.4 
DlfferenlraC9 3.4 8,8 S.2 S.2 2.2 B.2 4.3 8.2 

Stranger 41.4% 45.2% 18.7% 18.6% eo.3% 80.8% 68.7% 79.3% 
Sameraoo 36.8 21.0 15.7 11.8 70.8 23.5 61.6 18.3 
Dlfforentl'RleG 4.6 24.2 3.0 8.9 9.5 57.3 7.2 61.0 

Note: Detail moy noladd ID Ix:ltaI becauae of round-
Ing. 
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had been previously convicted 01 a violent 
crime. Alm<lst 50% of the female violent 
offenders were serving their first sentence, 
and 18.8% reported a previous conviction 
for violence. About 40% of the male In
mates, but 20.0% of the female Inmates, 
reported three or more prior convictions. 

Female offenders, regardless of criminal 
background, were less likely than the men 
to report having victimized a stranger. 
About 30% of flrst·tlme offenders and 
45.0% 01 recidivists said that their victim 
was a stranger (table 12). Nearly 35% of 
the Violent women serving their first sen
tence - versus 13.0% of the female reo 
cldlvlsts - reported that they had 

victimized a spouse or relative. An esti
mated 41.4% of those women whose 
conviction for homicide was their first con· .. 
vlctlon reported that they had killed a ... 
spouse or relative, compared to less than 
20% of the female recidivists serving time 
for homicide. 

The type of offense for which Inmates were 
serving time and their relationship to the 
victim varled with the extent of their re
ported criminal history. Men with an exten
live conviction record were more likely 
than first-time offenders to have victimized 
a stranger (table 11). While 49.0% of vlo
~nt male Inmates serving their first sen
tence said that they had vlctlmlz'ad a 
stranger, 62.8% of the recidivists In prlson 
for a violent crime said that they had been 
convicted of an offense In which a stranger 
was the victim. Nearly 26% of the male 
first-time offenders committed their violent 
offense against a relative or Intimate ac
quaintance, compared to 13.6% of recidi
Vists. 

Tablo 11. VlcUm-offend.r relaUonlhlp and the ofton .. , by the number 
of prior convlcUons for violent male State prison Inml"s, 1888 

Mom than ha~ of the recidivists who had 
vlctlmlzod a stranger (35.2% of all recldl· 
vlsts convicted of a violent offense) were 
serving a sentence for robbery of a 
stranger. Almost 4 of every 10 men with 
the most extensive criminal history, having 
been convicted at least 11 times, reported 
that they had robbed a stranger. 

Vlctm-olfender 
relationship of 
offense 

Total 

Close 
Homicide 
Sexual assautt 
Robbery 
Assautt 
Other 

Known 
Homicide 
Sexual assautt 
Robbery 
Assault 
Other 

Strangai' 
Homicide 
Sexual assault 
Robbery 
Assautt 
Other 

Table 12. Vlctlm-off1lnder relationship, by recldlvl8m 
and olfense for violent female Slate prison Inmates, 1886 

All Flrattme offet'ld!lrs 

Frst 
tiners 

100.0% 

25.9% 
11.3 

B.6 
1.1 
3.B 
1.0 

25.1% 
13.0 
6.0 
1.8 
3.3 
1.0 

49.0% 
14.1 
5.2 

24.3 
3.1 
2.4 

Aq 
recldlvls Is 

100.0% 100.0% 

13.6% 16.7% 
4.1 6,(j 
5.0 6.B 

.9 .7 
2.B 1.7 

.9 .B 

23.B% 25.8% 
7.7 B.9 
4.9 5.6 
5.3 4.3 
4.5 5.5 
1.1 1.5 

62.11".4 57.5% 
10.9 11.6 
6.4 7.0 

35.2 30.5 
6.6 5.6 
3.5 2.B 

AeIaIIomhip 
ofvlctm to female Aunrst CUrrent offense All 
offender·lnmate Inmates timelnmales HOmicide ' FIOb!i9iY Assault recidIVists 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

SpoUse 10.3% 16.1% 23.1% 1.0% 13.3% 4.3% 
~1a1lve 13.7 16.6 1B.3 2.3 11.3 8.7 
ExlpoUle .5 .6 .6 0 1.9 .4 
Intlmate 12.2 11.0 14.0 3.4 10.0 13.5 
OthMwell known 12.5 10.1 9.B 4.4 18.2 15.0 
Acquslntanee 13.7 14.1 14.7 5.5 22.5 13.2 
Stranger 37.2 29.6 111.7 83.5 22.B 45.0 

"lndudes murder and negligent and nonnegllgent 
manalaughter. 

MIllo recldMalll n prison 
NOITibili' DI erIC)( cawlCtlOiii 

MOre 
2 3-5 6-10 1t1en10 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

11.7% 13,4% 12.0% 12.5% 
3.2 3.4 2.6 2.4 
4.4 5.2 2.9 3.5 

.9 1.1 .6 1.3 
2.4 3.0 4.3 4.2 

.B .7 1.4 1.0 

25.4% 21.D"A> 21.7% 20.2% 
7.3 7.3 6.0 5.7 
8.0 3.6 3.B 5.B 
7.2 5.3 5.3 4.2 
4.1 4.5 4.0 3.3 

.B 1.0 .6 1.3 

62.9% 64.8% 68.2",(, 67.3% 
10.1 10.6 10.6 12.0 • 5.7 6.5 6.4 2.3 
37.2 37.0 35.7 sa.B 

6.1 7.7 7.6 8.4 
S.7 3.1 3.9 6.7 

RecidIVists 
QKrent offense 

HiJililcidii' RC@iiV AliiiiJ1i 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

7.5% 0 2.8% 
11.8 1.8% 6.3 

.5 0 .9 
22.9 6.7 11.3 
1B.3 6.0 24.5 
11.0 12.0 21.7 
2tl.O 74.7 32.8 

• I 

• 
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Drugs and alcohol 

Teble 13. Whether State prison In mateo oommltted violent offen(I" 

• Most Inmates reported that they, their vic· under the Influence 0' drug. or alcohol, by char.cterlillca 

tim, or both were drinking or using drugs at 
of the Victim' and vlctlm-offender relatlonahlp, 1986 

the time of the crime. Over half (54.3%) of Percent of Inmatas who committed 
the violent offenders said they had commit· offense under the Influence of: 

ted the offense while under the Influence of 'fotal DNa! AlcohOl BOth ~eTther 

drugs or alcohol (table 13). Drug use was All casas 100% 13.6% 20.4% 20.3% 45.7% 
highest among those violent offenders who 

Sex of vlctim(s) victimized strangers and lowest among of· Male 100% 13.9% 20.5% 19.1% -«l.5 
fenders victimizing a relative or Intimate. Female 100 11.0 21.6 21.5 45.7 

Both 100 23.7 13.3 22.3 40.7 

Nearly 30% of the violent Inmates said Race of vlctim(s) 
they had perceived the victim to be under White 100% 13.2% 21.2% 22.5% <43.1% 

the Influence of alcohol or drugs at the time Blacll 100 11.5 19.8 15.6 53.3 
Other 100 19.3 21.8 20.4 38.6 

of the offense (table 14). Nearly 31% of Mixed 100 25.0 9.4 18.6 47.0 
the Inmates who reported they were under 

Age of vlctlm(s) the Influence of alcohol said their victim Minor 100% 8,7% 18.5% 16.1% 56.6% 
was as well. Overall, an estimated 19.1 % Adult 100 14.9 20.4 20.7 44.0 
of violent offenders reported that both they Both 100 9.6 19.0 25.0 46.4 

and their victims had been using drugs or Reladonshlp 
alcohol at the time of the offense, 34.4% of Close 100% 8.3% 23.6% 16.0% 53.go~ 

offenders reported that only they were Known 100 10.4 25.1 19.4 45.2 

using drugs or alcohol at the time of the of· 
Stranger 100 16,9 17.5 21,9 43.7 

fonse, and 10.7% reported that only the 
victim had been using drugs or alcohol. 
Drug or alcohol use by the offender or vic· Table 14. Uao of drug. or alcohol by State prlaon Inmate I 
tim figured In 64.2% of the violent offenses and perceived UN of drugs or alcohol by their vlcllms 
reported by the Inmates. at tho lime of the vlolont offense, 1986 

• Manslaughter was the crime for which the 
Man- Sexual Other 

Total Murder l!!:!ghter B!!e! as8au~ RobbeIv Allau~ vkllent 
largest percentage of Inmates described 

Total 100.00/. 100,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% drug or alcohol use by the Victim, by them· 
aelves, or by both - 75.7%. The smallest Offender using 
percentage of drug or alcohol use by the only drugs and 

victim or offender at the time of tho offense victim uS/ng: 13.4% 9,3% 7.2% 8.8% 5.3% 20.7% 10.7% 13.3% 
Drugs 2.1 1.8 2,4 1.2 .8 2.5 2.7 1.7 

was reported by Inmates serving time for a Alcohol .6 .7 1.1 0 .5 1.1 .7 1.0 

sexual assault; about half the Inmates sen· Both .7 .8 1.2 .4 .4 .6 1.0 1.0 

tenced for sexual assault reported such In· 
Neither 9.8 8.1 2.4 5.2 3.6 18.5 8.4 9.8 

volvement. Offendor Using 
only alcohol 

For those violent offenders who could Iden· 
and victim using: 20.1% 23.6% S2.4% 24.7% 20.9% 13.4% 24.5% 20.0% 

Drugl 1.2 1.3 1.5 2.4 1.0 .6 1.7 1.0 
tHy their vIctim's drug or alcohol use, a mao Alcohol 4.9 7.3 14.1 5.0 3.0 1.8 7.6 2.7 

Both 1.8 2.7 5.1 2.2 .7 .5 3.0 2.2 jorlty of victims were using neither drugs Neither 12.1 12.3 11.8 15.2 18.1 10.3 12.1 16.0 
nor alcohol, regardless of the offenders' 

Offender using both Use. When the victims were under the In· 
fluence, however, Inmates and victims had 

drugs and akxlhol 
and victim using: 20.0% 1D.O% 12.a% 25.2% 19.6% 21.2% 17.0% 22.1% 

somewhat similar patterns of drug or alco· Drugs 1.9 2.11 1.3 2.8 1.3 1.7 1.4 1.7 

hoi use. For example, 25.6% of the of· AIoohoI 2.6 9.2 3.5 3,t'S 2.7 1.8 2.9 2.7 
Both 3.0 4.2 3.3 4.2 s.4 1.4 4.2 3.4 

fenders usIng drugs at the time of the NeIther 12.5 8.6 4.7 14.7 12.2 1B.3 9.4 14.3 
crime had victimized someone also on 

Offtndtt not ualng drugs, and 40.3% of the offenders who dnJgI or alcohol 
were drinking had committed the crime and Victim using: ~.5'11. ~.1'10 47.6% <43.3% 54.2% 44.7% 48.0% 43.6% 
against someone also drinkIng. Drugs 4.3 6.7 8.5 2.3 1.5 9.7 8.7 1.8 

AIoohoI 4.3 6.2 10.4 2.4 1.6 3.3 7.0 1.4 
aoth 2.1 2.5 8.5 2.0 .9 1.0 S.5 1.4 

Vlctfm Violent offenders who were Using: Neither 35.8 54.7 24.3 36.7 50.2 00.6 29.8 99.2 
ual!\jl I5rulll Alcohol EiOth FJelther 

Numbtrol 
• Total 100.0'/0 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% olfendera 245,562 50,552 14,421 19,047 20,280 113,838 98,191 11,253 

Df\JgI 10.1 7.4 11.0 12.1 
AJcoJ'lOI 7,9 29,5 15.1 12.4 Note: When ollender. reported they did not know 1M vletlm W8I WUmed not to have been using Both 8.5 10,6 17.2 tI.O 
Neither 86.5 52.3 56.7 69.5 Whether the victim had been uclng drug. 0( alcohol, either. 
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Characteristics of victims of vlolClnco 

The estimated 245,562 violent offenders 
In State prisons In 1986 accounted for 
an estimated 408,936 victims of their of
fenses. 

Offenders were asked to report on the 
characteristics of single and mu~lple or 
serial victims separately so that the 
characteristics of all reported victims 
could be described. Overall, 74% of the 
offenders reported one Victim on their 
current Imprisonment offense, 15.7 re
ported two victims, and 10,3% reported 
victimizing three or more persons. 
Weighting the descriptive Information 
about the Victims by the number of vic
tims associated w~h each offender pro
vides estimates of the crimes most likely 
to have been committed against victims 
with particular characteristics. 

The percentage of murder victims of 
S1ate prisoners was highest among 

black victims, men, victims age 45 or 
older, and victims who were related to 
the offender (see table). Among black 
and male victims, manslaughter ac
counted for a higher percentage of of
fenses than among other groups of 
victims. Similarly, the percentage of 
manslaughter was higher among victims 
of violence age 18 to 29 and among vic
tlrns who were relatives or Intimates. 

Sexual assau~ was most frequent 
among wMe violent crime victims, fe
males, and children or youth younger 
than age 18. Victims who were related 
to the offender were substantially more 
likely than strangers to have been sexu
ally assaulted. 

Robbers, who accounted for 38.2% of 
violent offenders In State prisons, were 
responsible for nearly haH (49.2%) of 
the victims of violence described by 
S1ate prisoners. Robbery reflected tho 
highest number of victims per offender, 

2.1, compared to 1.2 victims per of
fender convicted of murder or man
slaughter, 1.3 victims per offender serv
Ing time for rape or sexual assault, and 
1.6 victims per assault offender. 
Approximately three.quarters of the vic
timizations Involving mu~lple victims of 
different races or sexes were robberies. 

An estimated 11.6% of the 408,936 vic
tims of violence were robbed In Incidents 
In which victims of both sexes and mu~l
pie races were victimized. Victims age 
30 to 44 and strangers were also more 
likely than other victims of violence to 
have been robbed. Overall, about 41 % 
of the victims of prisoner violence were 
stranger-robbery victims. 

Assau~ was most prevalent among 
black victims, male victims, and victims 
age 30 to 44. Intimate victims were an 
estimated three times as likely as 
stranger-victims to have been victimized 
by an assault. 

Victims of violent offenses, by victim characteristics, 1986 

D:I!!! 01 offense 
Number Aapeand 

V~ 01 Man- other sexual Other 
charlIcterlstlcs victims Total Murder l!!!!!IlhtIM QSsault Robbery A8lIIWtt violence" 

AI victims 408,936 100% 15.2% 4.2",4 12.5% 49.2% 13.8% 5.0% 

Race ~ vlctrns 
WlYte 234,173 100% 17.8% 3.6",4 17.0% 44.3% 13.0% 4.5% 
Slack 89,407 100 22.9 9.0 11.1 32.4 20.3 4.2 
Other 11,158 100 16.9 6.2 13.7 50.7 10.0 2.6 
MIxed" 74,196 100 3.0 1.4 2.1il 76.4 10.0 6.3 

Sex 01 vlc:tins 
Male 170,213 100",4 24.2% 7.8% 4.3% <to.5% 20.9% 2.5% 
Female 116,104 100 13.7 3.2 36.2 30.0 8.6 6.2 
BoIh" 122,619 100 5.5 1.4 2.6 75.2 9.3 6.1 

Age 01 victims 
&ngIe victims 

LAlla 1t«112 years 12,2t39 100% 12.4% 11.6% 83.7% 1.2'l4 4.9% 11.1% 
12-17 13,749 100 9.8 1.8 67.3 6.0 7.0 6.3 
1f.N '/0,133 100 23.8 6.3 17.4 211.1 18.5 4.9 
»44 61,656 100 23.5 7.5 6.7 40.8 16.6 2.8 
45 or cider 

~vlctlms 
31,258 100 37.6 7.4 5.0 30.0 8 .. 8 2.1 

MInors rrlI 15,238 100 1.8 2.4 810.3 5.0 4.8 6.8 
Mitlcrli 100,358 100 7.9 2.1 3.0 67.7 14.8 4.5 
BoIh" 24,273 100 19.0 1.2 10.3 48.7 11.4 11.3 

A*IIons~ to oIhlnder-
Stra"lgers 250,544 100% 10,7% 2.2% 7.2% 65.2% 10.2% 4.8% 
CUUslacqoolntances 83,323 100 20.5 6.2 13.5 00.5 ~.() 4.3 
WlIokroNn IICq\IIJntancea 47,829 100 24.5 8.6 23.0 16.7 22.0 4.4 
Rebtlves 27,915 100 29.7 11.5 41.3 1.3 12.7 6.5 
Intina!es 10,325 100 24.9 10.8 22.5 8.11 27.6 5.3 

Note: Delall may not sum to tolal btcause 01 round· and reeklul endangerment. -caauaJ acquaintances Include vlctlma known by 
Ing. "For sex, race, and lIOe 01 the VlCllm Iho categorlea light only. Well· knoWn acqUalntancealndude 
"OIIler Violence Indudes extortion, InUmldalfon, kid- "mIxed" and ·both· reler only to multiple vlctlm crimea friends and former friends. Intlmat •• Include ex· 
naplng, OhUd abuse, hlt·run driving with bodily Injury, where the chcr&ctert.lfc:a 01 the VIctim. dllferO<!. epouH8, boyfriend" and girlfriend •• 

B 

. , 

• 



« Methodology 

• The Inmate surveys are conducted usIng a 
sample of Inmates !n State correctional fa
cll~les. The data are collected by the Bu
reau of the Census with the sponsorshIp of 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics. The sam
ple design employed Is a stratHled two
stage selection with the probabilities 
proportional to the size of the correctional 
facility. The sample Is selected Indepen
dently from two frames, one for males 
only, and a second to allow an ovorsample 
of females. W~hln each frame, facilities 
are stratified by type (prison versus com- . 
munlty corrections facility) and by census 
region. In the second stage, Interviewers 
vlsh each selected facility and select a 
sample of Inmates using predetermined 
sampling procedures. In 1986, plans 
called for 275 facilities and a sample of 
about 15,000. Of a total of 14,649 Inmates 
selected for the survey, 13,711 were suc
cessfully Interviewed. 

With the Information drawn from Interviews 
with Inmates, estimates of the entire In
mate population can be developed. The 
development of such estimates requires a 
multistage process Ylhlch begins with a 

• basic weighting factor. This weighting fac
tor Is based upon the original probability of 
selection In the sample. The basic weight 
Is then adjusted for variable rates of re
sponse, and w~h two dHferent ratio adJust
ments. The first accounts for sample 
effects, and the second Is Intended to bring 
the sample population as closely as possi
ble Into agreement whh the known distribu
tion of the entire population. 

The set of questions about victims was 
asked of ea~h Inmate whose "controlling 
uffense" was a violent crime. The control
ling offense Is the most serious current of· 
fense, defined as the one with the longest 
lentence attached to It. Inmates ware 
asked If there was ono or more than one 
victim present and then were asked a sa
rles of quest/ons tailored to the situation. 

In the tables of this report, the victim's sex, 
race, and age are report(!d as they were by 
the Inmate. In cases of mUltiple victims 
who all had the same characteristics, the 
victims ware coded with single victims of 
the same type. The (iategory of "males," 

• 

for example, refers to one male alone or to 
a group of male victims. The category of 
-both-Is reserved for more than one victim 
when aU victims were not of the same sex. 
A slml/ar1echnlque was used In analyzing 
data on race and age of victims. 

In the cases of victim relationship to the 
offender, the victim with the closest relation 
to the offender defined the relationship. 
For example, when more than one victim 
was present and a relative of the offender 
was among them, then the case was de· 
fined as the victimization of a relative. 

Bureau of JUstice Statistics Special 
Reports are principally prepared by 
BJS staff. This report was written by 
Christopher A. Innes and Lawrence 
A. Greenfeld. James Stephan pro
vided statistical review. Thomas 
Hester ed~ed the report. Marilyn 
Marbrook administered production, 
assisted by Yvonne Boston, Betty 
Sherman, Lallis Cotton, and Jayne 
Pugh. Data collection was carried out 
by the Bureau of the Census with the 
assistance of Marilyn Monahan, 
Susan Schecter-Ryan, Gregory 
Wells, and Rita Williamson under the 
supervision of Larry McGinn, 
Gertrude Odom, and Robert Tlnarl. 
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The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, coordi
nates the activities of the following 
program offices and bureaus: Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, Office for Victims 
of Crime, National Institute of Justice, 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, and 
Office of JUvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. 
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